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Environmental regulation and compliance
INTERNATIONAL 


Canadian organizations join international efforts by forming Canada Plastics Pact
On January 27, 2021, businesses, non-governmental organizations and government agencies united to
form the Canada Plastics Pact (CPP) to address plastic waste and pollution. The CPP - affiliated with the
Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s Plastics Pact network, a globally aligned response to plastic pollution - brings
together more than 40 Canadian partners representing various parts of the plastics value chain to rethink the
way they design, use and reuse plastics to achieve measurable results by 2025. The following are some of
CPP’s targets:
• define a list of plastic packaging that is to be designated as problematic or unnecessary and take


measures to eliminate them;
• support efforts toward 100 percent of plastic packaging being designed to be reusable, recyclable or


compostable by 2025;
• act to ensure that at least 50 percent of plastic packaging is recycled or composted by 2025; and
• ensure an average of at least 30 percent recycled content is used in plastic packaging by weight by 2025.
The Canada Plastics Pact’s commitment is to:
• focus on the root causes of plastics pollution, rather than the symptoms;
• work collaboratively across the value chain to enable industry-wide change;
• mobilize and align stakeholders and work towards the common vision – locally, nationally and globally; and
• harness and amplify the collective skills, leadership, expertise and capacity of Canadian stakeholders.
Access the CPP at: https://plasticspact.ca/what-is-the-canada-plastics-pact/
Access details of the global Plastics Pact at:
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/new-plastics-economy/global-commitment


CPP Partners 
The following organizations have so far signed on to partner in the CPP:


• Canadian Beverage Association • Canadian Produce Marketing Association • Canadian Stewardship Services
Alliance Inc. • Canadian Tire Corporation • Circular Innovation Council • Circular Plastics Taskforce • Cleanfarms
Inc. • Club Coffee • Coca-Cola Canada • Council of the Great Lakes Region • Danone Canada • David Suzuki
Foundation • EFS-plastics Inc. • Emterra Group • Environment and Climate Change Canada • Food, Health &
Consumer Products of Canada • General Mills Canada • Ice River Sustainable Solutions • International Institute
for Sustainable Development • Keurig Dr Pepper Canada • Kraft Heinz Canada • Loblaw Companies Limited
• Maple Leaf Foods Inc. • Mars Canada • Merlin Plastics • Mondelez Canada Inc. • Metro Vancouver • National
Zero Waste Council • The Natural Step Canada • Nestlé Canada • Ocean Wise • PAC Packaging Consortium
• Pyrowave • The Recycling Council of Alberta • Retail Council of Canada • Return-It • Ryse Solutions • Save-
On-Foods • Smart Prosperity Institute • Unilever Canada • Walmart Canada. 


The CPP encourages businesses, non-governmental organizations and other key stakeholders in Canada to get
involved. Email info@plasticspact.ca to find out how.
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FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading and Referral to Committee in the House of
Commons: February 3, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill - reinstated from the 1st session of the 43rd
Parliament - would amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 to prohibit the export of
certain types of plastic waste to foreign countries for final disposal. 
Access Bill C-204 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act.) First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. 
Schedule of named substances:
The Bill includes a Schedule outlining a list of named substances that have been determined to be
‘toxic’ i.e. a substance in a gaseous, liquid or solid state that is listed in an appended Schedule.
The warning label: 
The warning label required must be printed in clearly legible and indelible characters and must include:
(a) a list of every toxic substance that the product contains;
(b) a description of the risks related to each toxic substance produced as a result of using the product;
(c) a hazard symbol indicating the nature of the hazard of each toxic substance; and
(d) indication of the product’s origin, including the name and address of its manufacturer or supplier.
Access at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. First Reading: December 3, 2020. This enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access Bill C-15 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Second Reading: November 26, 2020.
This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in
Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by
the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. Access Bill C-12 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice with respect to reporting of greenhouse gases (GHGs) for 2020 
Under the mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP), operators of facilities that meet
the criteria specified in an annually-issued notice are required to submit their information to
Environment and Climate Change Canada by June 1 of each year. 
In December 2016, the Government of Canada expanded reporting requirements under the GHGRP in
order to: 
- enable direct use of the reported data in Canada's National Greenhouse Gas Inventory;
- increase the consistency and comparability of GHG data across jurisdictions; and
- obtain a more comprehensive picture of emissions by Canadian facilities.
This notice maintains the requirements of the two initial phases of the expansion and contains only
minor changes from the previous year's notice (corrections and clarifications). Further expansion of the
program will be assessed in future reporting cycles. 
Further information on the GHGRP and step-by-step instructions on how to comply are available on
the Program website.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/sup1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


Notice with respect to reporting of greenhouse gases (GHGs) for 2020 (continued)


Addendum: Phases in expanding the scope of the GHGRP: 
The notice requiring the reporting of 2017 GHG information, published in December 2017, represented Phase 1 of the
expansion. In this phase, the reporting threshold was lowered to require all facilities emitting 10, 000 tonnes or more of
GHGs (in CO2 eq. units) to report. Specific industry sectors were also required to report additional information, using
prescribed methods. These sectors were cement, lime, aluminium, iron and steel producers, as well as facilities involved in
CO2 capture, transport, injection and storage activities.
The notice requiring the reporting of 2018 GHG information, published in January 2019, continued the expansion through
Phase 2 by requiring more industry sectors to report additional information, using prescribed methods. These sectors were
ammonia producers, base metal producers, electric power generation, ethanol producers, hydrogen producers, mining
operations (except oil and gas), nitric acid producers, petroleum refineries, and pulp and paper producers.


January 30, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Memorandum of understanding concerning the Quebec Info-Smog Program 
Reminder: The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to set out the terms of cooperation
and the respective responsibilities of the Parties to ensure continuity in the transmission of air quality
data and air quality forecast and smog warnings to support Quebec's Info-Smog Program.
Access Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


FEDERAL Compliance alert


Revised regulation lists information incorporated by reference into Canada’s
Packaging and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations
On February 3, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted a newly-modified
version of REGDOC-2.14.1, Volume I: Information Incorporated by Reference in Canada’s Packaging
and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations, 2015, Version 2. 
The regulations - designed to ensure safe delivery of the more than a million packages containing
radioactive material that are transported in Canada each year - stipulate requirements for licences to
transport nuclear substances and for record keeping. The regulations also include requirements for the
design and certification of packages, special form radioactive material and other prescribed equipment. 
The requirements apply to all persons – including nuclear facilities and CNSC licensees and applicants
– who are transporting nuclear substances or offering them for transport. Access the modifed
regulations at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/published/html/regdoc2-14-1/index.cfm#wb-main


FEDERAL Announcements


ECCC seeking help in developing federal offset protocols  
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that it is
developing federal offset protocols for the proposed Federal Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Offset System. 
Federal offset protocols will set out a consistent approach for quantifying GHG emissions reductions and
removals for specific offset project types. The first federal offset protocols scheduled for development include
the following offset project types: Advanced Refrigeration Systems; Improved Forest Management; Landfill
Methane Management; and Enhanced Soil Organic Carbon.
ECCC plans develop these first four protocols concurrently starting in early 2021. As the initial protocols are
completed, work on new protocols will begin. Subsequent project types under consideration for federal offset
protocol development include: Aerobic Composting, Livestock Feed Management Afforestation/
Reforestation, and Avoided Conversion of Forests.
Proposed regulations on the structure and operation of the Federal GHG Offset System are targeted for
publication in Canada Gazette I in winter 2021.
An invitation to participate in Protocol Development: ECCC is seeking input on a volunteer basis from
external technical experts with significant expertise related to offset project development; greenhouse gas
validation and verification; sector-based best management practices; offset protocol development; and/or
relevant academic research. Stakeholders and qualified persons are invited to send a completed candidate
profile form, as well as a CV and a signed personal information collection consent form to
ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca, with the subject line: “Candidacy Package for Roster of
Technical Experts”.
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FEDERAL Announcements


ECCC review of fuel efficiency standards confirms value of recommitment to ambitious
standards to curb Light-duty Vehicle emissions
On February 12, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that, following a
review, it has determined that current standards requiring light-duty vehicles (LDV) to reduce emissions
are not rigorous enough to allow Canada to meet its emissions reduction objectives. 
ECCC’s analysis compared current US standards implemented under the Trump administration (1.5%
per year for the 2021 through 2025 model years) to an alternative where Canada’s regulations would
be amended to restore the original more stringent standards (about 5%) beginning with the 2023 model
year. 
The analysis indicated that, by adopting more stringent standards for the 2023 to 2025 model years
would result in net benefits of approximately $2.5 billion (2018 Canadian dollars), and would support
the attainment of Canada’s Zero-Emission Vehicles sales targets.
In a related initiative, the government announced that its Incentives for Zero-Emission Vehicles
(iZEV) program, which was extended until March 2022, would provide a rebate of up to $5000 to
Canadians who purchase a light-duty zero-emission vehicle.
Automakers and some US states are already proceeding to ratchet up emission reduction targets. 
In August of 2020, California signed voluntary agreements with five automakers (BMW, Ford, Honda,
Volkswagen and Volvo). Under these agreements, automakers voluntarily committed to comply with
national standards which increase in stringency by about 3.7% per year, beginning with model year
2022. In June 2019, Canada and California entered into a Memorandum of Understanding to work
together on their respective regulations to cut down on GHGs from vehicles like cars, pickup trucks and
SUVs. For more information, access “Decision document for Canada’s mid-term evaluation of the
Passenger Automobile and Light Truck Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations” at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/mid-term-evaluation-automobile-light-truck-emission.html


Canada announces support for Manitoba energy-efficiency programs 
Reminder: On January 29, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada announced
approximately $32.3 million from the Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund to support natural-gas
programs offered by Efficiency Manitoba, a new Crown corporation established by the Government of
Manitoba. Access more information at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-announces-support-for-manitoba-energy-efficiency-programs.html


FEDERAL Consultations


New training standard to be incorporated into Part 6 of the TDG Regulations
The first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of dangerous goods training, assessment and
competency”, which was published in November 2020, will likely be incorporated by reference into the
Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Part 6, later this year.
The standard requires that all persons who handle, offer for transport or transport dangerous goods be
provided with general awareness training and be assessed. The standard establishes: employer
responsibilities; persons’ competencies; general awareness training and assessment; function specific
training and assessment; supplementary training and assessment requirements; recurrent training and
assessment; and record-keeping requirements.
Stakeholder input invited on developing guidance materials   
Transport Canada is currently moving forward with regulatory work and the development of
comprehensive guidance materials, under the direction of the Human Resource Systems Group
(HRSG). Guidance materials are expected to comprise:
• a series of competency-based training and assessment programs that include job descriptions,
performance criteria, general awareness and job-specific training, and assessment models;


• compliance guidance materials to help industry comply with the TDG training standard 
CAN/CGSB 192.3 and the TDG Act and Regulations; and


• materials to help businesses produce and maintain training materials.
To ensure that the guidance material will be of value to the industry, the Directorate is soliciting
stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Consultation on freight rail reporting requirements. On December 11, 2020, Transport Canada
launched the next phase of consultations on Transport Canada’s preliminary regulatory proposal to
collect new data from class 1 freight railways, including performance information that would be made
publicly available. Comment deadline: February 26, 2021. Contact Transport Canada at:
TC.freightrail-fretferroviaire.TC@tc.gc.ca to receive a copy of the consultation materials. Access
Amending the Transportation Information Regulations to collect data from Class 1 rail carriers at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/amending-transportation-information-regulations-collect-data-class-1-rail-carriers


•  Public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency. On December 17, 2020, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
announced the launch of public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency ("CWA").
Comment deadline: March 1, 2021. Access discussion paper at:
https://www.placespeak.com/uploads/6321/Canada_Water_Agency_Discussion_Paper.pdf


•  Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2021. The CMMP engagement
includes outreach to stakeholders in the mining and metals industry, Indigenous peoples, NGOs, and
academics to inform the development of action plans to operationalize the CMMP:
https://www.minescanada.ca/en


• Indian Oil and Gas Regulations - Phase II - consultations end on March 31, 2021: 
https://www.pgic-iogc.gc.ca/eng/1471964522302/1471964567990


• Consultations on amendments to the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations - consultations end on
March 31, 2021: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking your input on amendments to
the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations, in particular on transitional and temporary authorizations.
Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/amendments-wastewater-systems-effluent-regulations.html


• Radioactive Waste Policy Engagement. The engagement phase will last until March 31, 2021 with
the release of a modernized policy expected by Fall 2021. For more information, and to participate in
the policy review engagement process, visit: www.radwastereview.ca. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/11/canada-launches-radioactive-waste-policy-engagement.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update: ECCC is now expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel class will be
finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. (See Jan. 15, 2021 issue of
HSERA for more information). Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html 


• Launch of the Food Labelling Coordination Policy Consultation - Comment deadline: April 3,
2021. Health Canada and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency have launched a 60-day online
consultation to gather input on the Draft Joint Policy Statement on Food Labelling Coordination. The
policy aims to provide the food industry with greater predictability and coordination for food labelling
changes. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/public-involvement-partnerships/consultation-proposed-joint-policy-statement-food-labelling-coordination.html


Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the Federal
Fuels Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


• Species at Risk consultations - January/ February 2021 update
Between January 20 and February 13, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species
at Risk Public Registry the documents listed below:
February 2021


- 2021-02-01 Legal Protection Statement for the Critical Habitat of Sharp-tailed Snake (Contia tenuis) in Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve of Canada
January 2021


- 2021-01-29 Management Plan for the Georgia Basin Bog Spider (Gnaphosa snohomish) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2021-01-29 Management Plan for the Peacock Vinyl Lichen (Leptogium polycarpum) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2021-01-29 Management Plan for the Wandering Salamander (Aneides vagrans) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2021-01-29 Management Plan for the Western Waterfan (Peltigera gowardii) [Proposed]


For details on the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continiued)


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - February 14, 2021 update
- February 10, 2021 — News Release — Beaver Dam Mine Project - Participant Funding;
- February 5, 2021 — News Release — ATCO Salt Cavern Storage Expansion Project;
- February 3, 2021 — Public Notice — Marathon Palladium Project;
- February 1, 2021 — News Release — Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project Funding;
- January 28, 2021 — News Release — Suncor Base Mine Extension Project – Referral to a Review Panel;
- January 25, 2021 — News Release — ATCO Salt Cavern Storage Expansion Project.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room-2020.html
A full list of current projects under review by the IAA is available at:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/exploration?active=true&showMap=false&document_type=project


FEDERAL Management resources


2nd version of the Technical Guidelines for the E2 Regulations now available
Reminder: The 2nd version of the Technical Guidelines for Canada’s Environmental Emergency (E2) Regulations was
posted on the Environment and Climate Change Canada website on December 30, 2020. The guidelines are designed
to help regulatees understand the requirements of these regulations and how to comply with them. 
Access the new guidelines at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-emergencies-program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html


*
ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access Bill
along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices


January 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 301/2020 - Water Act - Water (Ministerial) Amendment Regulation
deals with wetland replacement works
Reminder: The amendment, among other things, addresses: the placing, constructing, operating,
installing, maintaining, removing or disturbing of wetland replacement works, as defined in the Code of
Practice for Wetland Replacement Works; a diversion of water for the purpose of wetland restoration;
and drilling or reclaiming an exploratory test hole, shot-hole or borehole, except under specified
conditions. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1104) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/01_Jan15_Part2.pdf
See also background analysis on next page.
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ALBERTA Gazette notices (continued)


Related analysis: New Code of Practice for Wetland Replacement Works now in force 
Last month, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) announced that its new Code of Practice for Wetland
Replacement Works (the COP) is now in force. 
The Code is intended to streamline the regulatory process for proponents seeking to restore or construct
wetlands. It replaces requirements previously under the Water Act, RSA 2000, c W-3 (the "Water Act") to obtain
an "approval" with a less onerous notice process for activities that meet the requirements set out in the Code. 
The Water (Ministerial) Regulation, AR 205/98, which was recently amended to reference the new Code, states
that the placing, constructing, operating, installing, maintaining, removing or disturbing of wetland replacement
works, as defined by the COP, are designated activities that do not require approval so long as they are
commenced, continued, and carried out in accordance with the Code.
According to a commentary by Sean D. Parker and Kyle Trolley of McLennan Ross LLP: “With no requirement
for a formal approval, once notice is given of a wetland construction or restoration project captured under the
COP, work can begin. However, any activity related to wetland replacement works that is beyond the scope of
the COP will still require approval pursuant to the Water Act”.
Access the COP at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/code-of-practice-for-wetland-replacement-works
Access AEP backgrounder at:
https://aia.in1touch.org/document/5734/External_Notice_COP_Wetland_Replacement_Works.pdf


ALBERTA  Consultations


Province opening EPR consultations
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) and Alberta Energy (AE) recently announced plans to undertake
an ambitious consultation process on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). 
The announcement was made to the provincial stakeholder group, the Plastics Alliance of Alberta (PAA),
co-chaired by the Recycling Council of Alberta (RCA) and the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology
and attended by members across the plastics value chain.
The announcement, made by AEP senior manager, Patrick Kane, includes the goal to move to a 100 per
cent producer funded and operated system for Packaging and Paper Products (PPP) and Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) and will explore its application to other sectors and industries. 
According to government sources, the engagement will extend to mid-March 2021, and will include
stakeholder groups, sectors across the value chain, and governments in other provinces through a
series of meetings, webinars and one-on-one conversations. The government plans to release a
discussion paper shortly and is currently reaching out to key stakeholders early in 2021 to arrange
meetings. 
Following the engagement process, a draft policy package will be created with the goal for the
introduction of an EPR regulatory framework by Summer 2021.
For more information or to arrange a meeting with AEP, contact Heather von Hauff, Executive Director,
Waste and Water Policy, heather.vonhauff@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA  AEP Management resources


New Release – Subsoil Salinity Tool Version 3.0
in December 2020, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) published a fact sheet in support of the
recent release of  Version 3.0 of its Subsoil Salinity Tool (SST).
The SST - a software program designed to derive site-specific remediation guidelines for salt
contamination below the root zone - can be used to define two proposed levels of salinity (Tier 2A and
Tier 2B) at salt impacted sites. The software package is accompanied by:
• a User Manual; and
• a Fact Sheet that outlines training and system requirements.
All users of the SST wishing to develop Tier 2 guidelines for a reclamation certificate application must
successfully complete a multi-day training course provided by Equilibrium Environmental Inc. Contact
information is provided in the Fact Sheet. Access the resource at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/aep-subsoil-salinity-tool-fact-sheet.pdf
Access the Subsoil Salinity Users’ Manual at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/aep-subsoil-soil-salinity-user-manual.pdf
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ALBERTA  AEP Management resources (continued)


Alberta Environment and Parks updates RSC Form and RAP Guide
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently released an updated Record of Site
Condition form and Remedial Action Plan Guide. Information on RSC form usage and user
training/guidance will be released later in 2021. The form and guide are available at:
https://www.alberta.ca/part-two-assessment-and-reporting.aspx
Questions about the RSC form and RAP guide can be sent to: Land.Management@gov.ab.ca


AEP Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions updated
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently updated its Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions
(MSSC). The MSSC covers all land disposition applications under the Public Lands Act, including for energy
resource activities. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-02


ALBERTA  Standards, Codes and Guidelines


Public health guidelines for water reuse and stormwater use
Updated on January 13, 2021, this document sets water quality targets and provides guidance on how
to evaluate and mitigate the risks to health of reusing wastewater and using stormwater. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/public-health-guidelines-water-reuse-stormwater-use


Alternative solutions guide for small system water reuse and stormwater use
Updated on January 25, 2021, this document provides information to stakeholders preparing proposals
for alternative solutions requests for water reuse. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/notice-alternative-solutions-guide-small-system-water-reuse-stormwater-use


The WaterSHED monitoring program (Water: Saskatchewan headwaters Edmonton and
downstream) technical progress report
Updated on January 8, 2021, this is the first annual technical report from the multistakeholder
WaterSHED water quality monitoring program of North Saskatchewan River Basin tributaries. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/watershed-monitoring-program-technical-progress-report


Code of Practice for Sawmill Plants
Updated on January 20, 2021, the Code of Practice for Sawmill Plants: stipulates the information
requirements for an application for registration and for installation of a new thermal energy system at the
sawmill plant; stipulates air, wastewater, waste management, and reclamation requirements and
effective dates of air emission limits. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/sawmill


Code of Practice for Small Incinerators
Updated on January 19, 2021, the Code lists the requirements for mobile or small incinerator facilities
that incinerate less than 10 tonnes of non-hazardous waste per month. It is enabled by the Waste
Control Regulation (AR 192/96). The Code lists requirements for sampling, design, construction, and
installation requirements such as primary and secondary combustion chambers. Mobile and small
facilities that wish to incinerate waste are required to complete a registration form and submit it to the
Director. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/incinerators


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019, S.B.C. 2019, c.19 are now in force - effective
February 1, 2021. The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage 13
Amendments) will affect the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for
specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. Among other things:
Section 1: [EMA s.39]: repeals the definition of "contaminated site relocation agreement";
Section 2: [EMA s.55]:


• repeals the requirement that a person enter into a contaminated soil relocation agreement before     
relocating contaminated soil from a contaminated site and repeals related processes;


• prohibits a person from removing soil from a site used for a specified industrial or commercial use 
unless the person has analyzed the soil and provided notice; and


• imposes restrictions on the deposit of soil at a site if the soil was removed from a site used for a 
specified industrial or commercial use.


Section 3: [EMA s.55.1]: requires an owner of a site to prepare plans, and carry out actions, to prevent,
contain, control and monitor adverse effects on environment and human health if the amount of
relocated industrial or commercial site soil located at the site is greater than a prescribed amount.
Section 8: [ [Transition – ongoing contaminated soil relocation agreements].


Access Bill 3 at: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1
Related item: Effective February 1, 2021, Section 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended
by repealing the definitions of "decommission a site", "site profile form" and "summary of site condition form".  Access B.C.
Reg.161/2020 at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n12_161-2020


Access related commentary: “Redevelopment of Land in B.C. – New Contaminated Sites Reporting Requirements”,
authored by Jennifer S. Nyland and Will J. Shaw of Lawson Lundell LLP, as posted on January 25, 2021 at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/real-estate-law-blog/redevelopment-of-BC-land-new-contaminated-sites-reporting-requirements?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=LinkedIn-integration


BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices


January 12, 2021, BC Gazette
Dates in EAA Exemption Regulation postponed one year
Under B.C. Reg. 2/2021, under the province’s Environmental Assessment Act [section 77 (2)], section 1
of the Exemption Regulation (No. 2), B.C. Reg. 285/2019, is amended by striking out "January 14,
2021" and substituting "January 14, 2022". Access Order in Council 5/2021 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n01_002-2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC sets new near-term GHG targets; CleanBC issues Climate Change
Accountability Report
Reminder: British Columbia’s Environment Minister recently set a new near-term emission target for
2025. The new emission target requires greenhouse gases in BC to be 16% below 2007 levels by 2025.
The province will also set sectoral targets to be established before March 31, 2021, and will develop
legislation to ensure B.C. reaches net-zero emissions by 2050.
The near-term target is supported by the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report. 
Access the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/2020_climate_change_accountability_report.pdf


*


MANITOBA No new environment-related entries
A list of Bills currently being considered in the legislature was provided in the February 1 edition of
HSERA. A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf
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NEW BRUNSWICK No new environment-related entries.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


January 29, 2021, Royal Gazette
N.S. Reg. 8/2021: Repeal of the Nova Scotia Environmental Trust Regulations
The regulation repeals the Nova Scotia Environmental Trust Regulations, N.S. Reg. 50/95. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-01-29.pdf


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 224, No Time to Waste Act (Plan for Climate Action and Jobs), 2020. Second Reading:
December 1, 2020. Among other things: 
Schedule 1 enacts the Climate Crisis Health Action Plan Act, 2020, which requires the Minister of
Health to:
• develop and publish a strategic action plan that aims to ensure that Ontario’s public health and


health care systems are prepared for the health risks caused by the impacts of the climate crisis;
• establish the Climate Crisis and Health Secretariat whose responsibilities include assisting the


Minister with the development and implementation of the strategic action plan; and
• establish a science advisory board to advise the Minister.
Schedule 2 enacts the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public Sector Act, 2020, which requires
the Lieutenant Governor in Council to establish the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public
Sector.  
Schedule 3 enacts the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis Act, 2020, which establishes the Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis, whose mandate is to develop a comprehensive proposal to address
climate-change related threats facing the province. Access Bill 224 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-224


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among many other amendments to multiple Acts, this omnibus Bill sanctions controversial measures
under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and particularly with matters
dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding development permits.
Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which, conservation authorities claim,
“could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes against their provincially-
delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment. This is in addition to the
already concerning amendments which included new powers for the Minister to bypass conservation
authorities and issue permits as well as curtailing the CAs’ ability to appeal to the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal”.
The government has announced that it will be releasing Regulations in the near future.
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229
Access Conservation Ontario’s summary of proposed amendments to the Conservation
Authorities Act and Planning Act at:
https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/Members_Advocacy_Priorities/CAAct_Summary_of_Proposed_Amendments__Implications_for_CA_Boards_Nov11.pdf


Access legal analysis by Gowlings WLG at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2020/implications-amendments-bill-229-ontario/
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222


ONTARIO Gazette notices


Published on e-Laws: February 5, 2021
O. Reg. 54/21: Alternative low-carbon fuels - monitoring emissions of NOx and SO2
Filed February 5, 2021, the regulation, made under the Environmental Protection Act, stipulates,
among other things, that the holder of an environmental compliance approval issued in respect of an
Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (ALCF) application shall ensure that emissions of nitrogen oxides and
sulphur dioxide from a kiln located at the designated alternative low-carbon fuel facility are monitored
during the year using a continuous emissions monitoring system or other prescribed method. Access
the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21054
Published on e-Laws: February 5, 2021
O. Reg. 35/21: Energy and Water Efficiency - Appliances and Products regulation
Filed January 29, 2021, the amendment, under the Electricity Act, adds various products to Schedules
listed under the regulation, including prescribed: commercial prerinse spray valves; oil-fired furnaces;
portable air conditioners; air compressors; and products designed to ensure an uninterrupted power
supply. Access details at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21035


Published on e-Laws: January 20, 2021
O. Reg. 17/21: Drinking Water Systems and Sewage Works 
Filed January 29, 2021, the regulation revokes the previous O.Reg. 75/20 of the same name. Access
at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21017


ONTARIO Consultations


Proposed regulation for the nickel smelting and refining industry
On January 20, 2021, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) posted a
proposed industry sector-based regulation to address sulphur dioxide air emissions from the nickel
smelting and refining industry in the Sudbury area. Comment deadline: March 6, 2021.
For details and to participate in consultations, access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1107


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


April 30 deadline to submit 2020 data for blue box funding services
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) has given notice that the deadline for
programs to submit data for the 2020 Datacall is April 30, 2021. 
Each Ontario program (municipality, recycling association or First Nation community) providing recycling
services must complete the Datacall to be eligible for Blue Box funding.
Visit the RPRA website for more information and resources, including FAQs and an interactive training
tool at: https://rpra.ca/programs/about-the-datacall/


Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulation now in effect
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Program operated by
Ontario Electronic Stewardship ended. On January 1, 2021, Ontario’s new Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (EEE) Regulation came into effect. The Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE) Regulation
under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016 designates information technology,
telecommunications, audio-visual (ITT/AV) and lighting equipment as the third and fourth materials after
tires and batteries under Ontario’s individual producer responsibility regulatory framework. 
Access details at: https://rpra.ca/programs/electronics/
Watch RPRA’s overview video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrMeQxiO5XQ&t=37s
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ONTARIO Compliance alerts


O. Reg. 663/20 reporting requirements covering renewable content requirements for
gasoline and diesel fuels to take effect by March 31, 2021 
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. See the December 15, 2020 edition of HSERA for more details. Consult the full
text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 239/13 to remove the 10-day registry waiting period
for existing shore land erosion control structures
Regulatory regiser posting; Proposal # 21-MNRF008 posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on February 12, 2021;
Comment deadline: March 29, 2021
The proposed amendment to Section 8 of Ontario Regulation 239/13 would reduce the waiting period
from 10 to zero days between registration and commencement of work for the maintenance, repair or
replacement of existing shore land erosion control structures, where the activity meets the rules set
out in regulation and is registered with the Ministry. Specifically, instead of waiting 10 days, the
applicant would be able to proceed as soon as registration was completed. 
Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=X9G49ogCKz-EbOdNgqczFsE?language=en&postingId=36167 


• Proposal to amend Public Lands Act to allow wood storage yards to be approved as
part of the forest management planning process
Regulatory regiser posting; Proposal # 21-MNRF009 posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on February 12, 2021;
Comment deadline: March 29, 2021
The Forest Management Planning Manual was revised in June 2020 to allow for wood storage yards
to be approved as part of the overall forest management planning process. This proposal is to remove
the duplicative Public Lands Act (PLA) occupational authority requirement for wood storage yards,
since they will now be authorized in forest management plans.
Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=X9G49ogCKz-EbOdNgqczFsE?language=en&postingId=36309


• Proposed producer responsibility regulation for Hazardous and Special Products 
ER0 # 019-2836; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 11, 2021; Comment deadline: March 28, 2021.
On February 11, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted on the province’s Regulatory Register, a proposal summarizing its plans to transition the
management of all materials currently managed by the MHSW Program to a new producer
responsibility regulation by June 30, 2021.  
The main purpose of the new proposed Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation is to make
producers environmentally accountable and financially responsible for collecting and managing HSP at
end-of-life - including a requirement to manage mercury-containing devices. 
The proposed Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) regulation would require producers to: 
• establish free collection networks for consumers;
• manage all collected materials properly, including meeting procedures for recycling, where possible, 
or disposal;


• provide promotion and education materials to increase awareness;
• register, report, provide audited/verified sales data, keep records and meet other requirements; and
• transparently reflect any related charges that are intended to be passed on to consumers.


Comment deadline: March 28, 2021. 
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2836


• Updating the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services’ SEVs 
ER0 # 019-3116; Policy proposal under the Environmental Bill of Rights,1993; Posted by Ministry of Government and Consumer Services
on February 9, 2021; Comment deadline: March 26, 2021.
The Ministry of Government and Consumer Services (MGCS) is proposing a new Statement of
Environmental Values (SEV) in order to reflect the changes to the ministry structure, as well as to
acknowledge the priority of addressing climate change.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3116
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)


• Amendments to the Transitional Operating Agreement between the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks and the Resource Productivity and Recovery
Authority (RPRA)
ER0 # 019-2886; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 12, 2021; Comment deadline: March 29, 2021.
The ministry is proposing the following types of amendments:
- increasing ministerial oversight through activities such as establishing formal quarterly reporting;
- increasing industry input by establishing advisory councils;
- improving financial transparency by, for example: requiring RPRA to disclose compensation of its 
board and specific employees and requiring RPRA to provide summaries related to procurement
decisions;


- defining RPRA’s functions; and
- ensuring data privacy.
Access the amended draft operating agreement at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2020-12/Operating%20Agreement%20-%20proposed%20amendments%20-%20December%202020.pdf


Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2886


• Public commenting period for proposed updates to the Rules of Procedure of the
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs Appeal Tribunal 
ER0 # 019-3088; Proposal posted by Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on February 5, 2021; Comment deadline: March 8, 2021
The government wants to modernize the Rules of Procedure for the Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs Appeal Tribunal. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3088


• Proposal to end nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide emissions trading 
ER0 # 019-1233; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on February 5, 2021.
The Ministry posts notice that it has decided to end the nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide emissions
trading program by revoking O. Reg. 397/01 and O. Reg. 194/05 under the Environmental Protection
Act. The Program is no longer an effective tool to address emissions of these contaminants from
regulated sectors in its current form. Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1233


• Proposed regulation for the nickel smelting and refining industry
ER0 # 019-1107; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 20, 2021; Comment deadline: March 6, 2021.
The Ministry proposes to introduce an industry sector-based regulation to address sulphur dioxide air
emissions from the nickel smelting and refining industry in the Sudbury area. The regulation, which will
replace certain requirements under the Local Air Quality Regulation, would require the facilities to
incur regulatory compliance costs related to: studies to confirm the effectiveness of current controls;
reports to confirm the cause of peak emissions and how they will be resolved; updates to the ambient
air monitoring network; and plans to install best available technology within two years. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1107


• Fuel Oil Code Adoption Document (CAD) amendment 2020 
ER0 # 019-2781; Decision posted by Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA) on February 5, 2021.
The TSSA posts notice that it has received the feedback from the Fuel Oil code adoption document
posting. It will be reviewed, analyzed, and considered before the code adoption document is finalized.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2781


• Proposed amendments to Ontario Regulation 245/97 to regulate compressed air
energy storage in porous rock reservoirs and make other amendments to reference
more current standards for the regulated sector
ER0 # 019-2935; Proposed Regulation under the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.12; Posted by Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry on January 19, 2021; Comment deadline: March 5, 2021.
The Ministry is seeking feedback on proposed regulatory changes that would ensure compressed air
energy storage projects using porous rock reservoirs are regulated, by making them subject to the Oil, Gas
and Salt Resources Act. Other technical and administrative changes to the regulation and associated
standards are also proposed. If approved, the effective date of these changes would be July 1, 2021.
Access full details from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2935
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)


• Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ER0 # 019-0417; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 25, 2021. Comment deadline: March 11, 2021.
The purpose of the guideline is to assist staff in developing fire management direction for provincial parks
and conservation reserves. Guidance is provided on: assessing opportunities for wildland fire and
prescribed burning; identifying assets and resources requiring protection and documenting fire management
direction. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0417


• Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ER0 # 019-0414; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 25, 2021. Comment deadline: March 11, 2021.
The government is updating the Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves to
align with the Wildland Fire Management Strategy. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-0414


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess
Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) under the Environmental Protection Act, which includes rules
and new standards that encourage reuse of excess soil. The ministry is interested in feedback from
qualified persons who undertake environmental site assessment work to support the submission of RSCs
for filing on the Environmental Site Registry. Access ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
The ministry has completed its public consultation and has used the comments received to further revise
the guidance document. The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the updated guidance
reflects the need of stakeholders. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part
XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act document to align it with latest regulatory requirements and best
practices related to brownfields risk assessment. This Procedures document also contains plain language
guidance for risk assessment practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk
assessment work and prepare risk assessment reports. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


• Draft Northern Ontario Transportation Plan
ER0 # 019-2830; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on December 10, 2020. Comment deadline: March 10, 2021
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2830


• Statement of Environmental Values for the MECP
ER0 # 019-2826; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Dec. 22, 2020; Comment deadline: February 20, 2021.
Reminder: The MECP is proposing an amendment to its Statement of Environmental Values (SEV) in order
to add a climate change section, and a five-year review period. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2826


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 127, Net-zero Carbon Act. Royal Assent: December 4, 2020. Section 3 sets out the principles
upon which the Act is based, including that the achievement of sustainable prosperity includes the
elements of the Mi’kmaq concept of Netukulimk, sustainable development, a circular economy, and an
inclusive economy. Section 7 establishes the following targets for the purpose of reducing PEI
greenhouse gas emissions: by 2030 and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas
emissions will be less than 1.2 megatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year; by 2040 and for
each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be at a level where carbon
neutrality is achieved. Access this Bill at: 


https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=a97cba8a-ba0b-4102-9582-b000378126c2&fileName=bill-127.pdf
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*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
Passed: February 12, 2021. Among other things, the Bill:
- proposes that the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new register 
compiling information on areas that, while not designated as protected areas, are covered by other effective 
conservation measures;


- introduces a new land use assignment mechanism for areas situated north of the 49th parallel;
- amends the procedure for designating protected areas, in particular by eliminating the procedure for granting 
temporary protection as a preliminary step; and


- introduces two new protected area protection statuses, namely, “protected area with sustainable use” and 
“marine reserve”, and withdraws the “aquatic reserve” status.


Access Bill 46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Assent:
December 11, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure projects
while conferring on the Autorité des marchés publics (the Authority) a greater role in monitoring the public
contracts arising from those projects. 
Access Bill 66 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• An Act to set a standard for the maximum concentration of manganese in drinking
water. First Reading: December 9, 2020. The Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water is amended
accordingly to specify that drinking water cannot contain more than 0.06 milligrams of manganese per litre.
Access via: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/recherche/recherche-avancee.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Committee clause-by-clause consideration, last sitting held: February 11,
2021. The bill amends the Act respecting land use planning and development in order to, among other things,
grant regional county municipalities the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management. 
Access Bill 67 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Adopted in principle on: November 11, 2020; currently in Committee for clause-
by-clause consideration. Last sitting: February 11, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to give the
Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their activities to develop
and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the financing of those systems. The bill
also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-profit body to take on the responsibility for developing,
implementing and financing a product stewardship plan. 
Access Bill 65 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Assent: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework policy and
creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and strategies. The bill also
amends the rules governing the Green Fund, which it renames the “Electrification and Climate Change Fund”,
which is to be exclusively dedicated to the financing of measures to combat climate change. Access Bill 44 text
and details of progress at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
See also the final text published in Gazette Officielle notice on February 10, 2021 at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2106-A.PDF


Keep up-to-date with the day-to-day progress of Quebec Bills at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projets-loi-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette notices


February 10, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Construction Code 
This regulation, under the Building Act, makes numerous amendments to the Code, including those related
to requirements for plumbing, water usage, water conservation and disinfection.
Access the Gazette notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104865.pdf
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QUEBEC Consultations


Committee on Public Administration hearing on eco-fiscality for a green economy
It was announced on February 10, 2021, that the Committee on Public Administration is planning to
conduct consultations entitled: “Hearing of the Ministry of the Environment and the Fight against
Climate Change on Chapter 2 of the June 2020 report of the Commissioner for Sustainable
Development on eco-fiscality, eco-conditionality and eco-responsibility for a green and responsible
economy”. The committee has not yet been convened. Access related link at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/commissions/cap/mandats/Mandat-44389/index.html


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature - Recap


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act related to
COVID-19. Access pdf of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


February 6, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Gas Inspection Amendment Regulations, 2021
The amendments to the Gas Inspection Act outlines applicable Codes imported by reference into the
regulations. The amendments took effect on January 28, 2021. Access Gazette Notice at:
file:///Users/lawrenceearl/Downloads/G2202105%20(1).pdf 


February 6, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Electrical Code Amendment Regulations, 2021
The amendments to the Electrical Inspection Act outlines applicable Codes imported by reference into
the regulations, including the incorporation of the Canadian Electrical Code and applicable portions of
the Oil and Gas Code. The amendments took effect on January 28, 2021. Access Gazette Notice at:
file:///Users/lawrenceearl/Downloads/G2202105%20(1).pdf 


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Saskatchewan approves new battery recycling program
Reminder: A new recycling program for consumer batteries in Saskatchewan was launched on
January 1, 2021. The program is operated by Call2Recycle Canada Inc., a non-profit environmental
stewardship organization that meets the requirements of a government-approved program under The
Household Hazardous Waste Products Stewardship Regulations, 2019.
For more information visit: https://www.call2recycle.ca/saskatchewan/.


*
THE TERRITORIES Yukon 


Bill 14, An Act to Amend the Environment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 22, 2020.
Reminder: This enactment amends the Environment Act to enable the Commissioner in Executive
Council to make regulations respecting single-use products and packages for the purpose of reducing
waste, litter or harm to the environment. Access at:  
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/34-3-Bill014-Act-to-Amend-Environment-Act.pdf
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*Energy and environment
FEDERAL Announcements


Government accepting RFPs for solar electricity and renewable energy certificates
On January 7, 2021, Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC) announced that it is seeking
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) to facilitate the purchase of electricity from solar electricity generators in
Alberta and Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) from new clean energy electricity generators across
Canada. The RFPs are part of the Government of Canada's pledge under its Clean Electricity Initiative
to use 100% clean electricity by 2022. Contracts will likely be awarded in mid-2021 for projects that are
expected to be commercialized prior to the end of 2022.
Source/courtesy: Leigh Peters, Brady Chapman, Chad Eggerman and Kevin Mehi; MLT Aikins LLP; February 1, 2021. 
Access at: https://www.mltaikins.com/energy/government-accepting-rfps-for-solar-electricity-renewable-energy-certificates/


TransMountain begins restart process for expansion project construction
On February 8, 2021, Trans Mountain announced that the company has begun its restart process for
construction of its expansion project. This restart will include safety re-training for all supervisors and
workers, along with other initiatives to enhance worker safety along the entire project. The Canada
Energy Regulator (CER) will continue its regular oversight of all aspects of the project. Visit the CER
website for more information on the CER's compliance and enforcement of its regulated companies at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/compliance-enforcement/index.html


FEDERAL Consultations


Comment on Wellbore Decommissioning Industry Recommended Practice (IRP) 
On January 29, 2021, Energy Safety Canada (ESC) - an industry-funded safety training and
compliance organization - posted notice of consultations related to the adoption of a new Industry
Recommended Practice (IRP Volume #27) on Wellbore Decommissioning. 
The IRP outlines best practices to perform safe, efficient, permanent wellbore decommissioning while
mitigating adverse impacts to the environment and protecting groundwater.
According to ESC, “IRP 27 moves away from the abandonment terminology which suggests the well is
left in its existing, possibly unsafe condition. The term "decommissioning" is used instead as it requires
a thorough review process to ... identify steps required to leave the wellbore in a condition that will not
present a hazard now or in the future”. Comment deadline: April 29, 2021. Access the draft IRP-27 at: 
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Attachments/DownloadResource?attachmentGuid=468d4aa3-8403-4fc4-b0d5-40c89711e08b&open=True


To provide feedback or comments, email safety@energysafetycanada.com


ALBERTA Announcements


New coal policy imminent, energy minister says 
The Alberta government is set to unveil a new coal policy this month in order to quell rising concerns
about a potential expansion of mining on the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains.
The government is facing increasing blowback for deciding last spring, without consultation, to revoke a
1976 policy blocking open-pit coal mining on the peaks and eastern slopes of the Rockies.
"I'm very, very aware of the concerns and the growing concerns and we will be addressing it," Alberta
Energy Minister, Sonya Savage, said in a February 4, 2021 interview with Radio-Canada. "There was
never any intention when the coal policy was rescinded to change any of the restrictions or any of the
protections in the eastern slopes."
In response to public pressure, Savage had already cancelled 11 recently-issued coal leases and
paused consideration of future leases while the government reviewed the issue.
The Minister confirmed that the practice known as “mountaintop mining” will be prohibited. 
Access related legal analysis and background: “Coal Law and Policy in Alberta, Part One: the Coal
Policy and Its Legal Status” by Nigel Bankes, ABLAWG at:
https://ablawg.ca/2021/02/08/coal-law-and-policy-in-alberta-part-one-the-coal-policy-and-its-legal-status/
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ALBERTA AER announcements


Bulletin 2021-04
Update to Survey and Mapping Requirements
On February 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that changes have been made to
the Pipeline Rules and the Oil and Gas Conservation Rules (OGCR) that affect survey and mapping
requirements. For example:
• Section 4(1) of the Pipeline Rules was amended to remove the requirement to survey “before the


commencement of construction.” Pipelines must still be surveyed within the timeframe given in the
pipeline approval.


• Section 2.020(3)(c)(i) of the OGCR has been repealed, meaning applicants are no longer required to
submit the elevation of the corners of the well surface lease. However, this section still requires
operators to provide the elevation of significant water bodies, the topographic and drainage patterns,
and the general spatial and topographic information. 


For full details access the bulletin at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-04.pdf


Bulletin 2021-03
New Edition of Directive 020: Well Abandonment
On February 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a new edition of Directive 020: Well
Abandonment. 
Section 5 has been updated to allow for select routine abandonment of commingled wells that involve
qualified subsurface geological strata in corresponding geographic locations. Information on qualified
pools is available on the Directive 020 webpage. 
Additional amendments to Directive 020 have also been made as part of our contributions towards the
Government of Alberta’s Red Tape Reduction Act. 
Access bulletin at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-03.pdf


Bulletin 2021-02
Updated Alberta Environment and Parks Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions
On January 21, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that Alberta Environment and
Parks (AEP) had updated its Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions (MSSC). The MSSC covers
all land disposition applications under the Public Lands Act, including for energy resource activities. 
According to the AER, the updates clarified and streamlined the application process for public lands by
reducing redundancies and updating the language to reflect today’s energy sector. These updates did
not lessen public safety or environmental and wildlife protections.
One area of confusion in the previous version of the MSSC was around wildlife sweeps. The updated
MSSC requires a new wildlife sweep protocol be followed.
Access bulletin at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-02


Invitation to comment on proposed revisions to Directive 067 dealing with mandatory
financial disclosure by oil companies
Reminder: On January 13, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that all oil and gas
licensees will have to provide a financial summary in addition to the existing requirement to provide
financial statements in order to maintain eligibility to hold oil and gas licenses. 
This change is to be implemented through a proposed new edition of AER Directive 067: Eligibility
Requirements for Acquiring and Holding Energy Licenses and Approvals. The financial summary will be
in addition to the compliance history about the licensee, its affiliates and directors and officers already
required by Directive 067. It will be used by the AER to assess a licensee's eligibility to hold oil and gas
licenses and meet regulatory and liability obligations and to administer the AER's liability management
programs. The proposed financial summary requires information about a licensee's ability to continue as
a going concern, breaches of debt covenants and agreements, significant financing arrangements and
material acquisitions and divestitures. 
This additional requirement is part of the ongoing rollout by the AER of its new liability management
framework. Other recent developments include legislative amendments, plans to create a licensee
capability assessment and expansion of the power of the Orphan Well Association.
Access the draft Directive 067 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-01


*


- 18 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, February 15, 2021







BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices


December 31, 2020, BC Gazette
Amendments to the Pipeline Regulation cover deactivation protocols
Reminder: Under B.C. Reg. 289/2020, deposited December 18, 2020, under the Oil and Gas Activities
Act [section 111] amendments are made to the Pipeline Regulation, B.C. Reg. 281/2010, covering,
among other things: definitions of "damage prevention program" and "pipeline integrity management
program"; and deactivation protocols. Access Order of the Board of the Oil and Gas Commission at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n22_289-2020


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-05) 
Adoption of Local Magnitude Determination as measure of seismicity
On February 10, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission gave notice that it has adopted the local
magnitude determination methodology - outlined by Babaie Mahani and Kao, 2020 - as the magnitude
standard for northeast BC and for regulatory decisions.
The adoption of a local magnitude standard and the recent deployment of additional seismograph
stations in northeast BC, reflects the Commission’s commitment to a continual focus on research and
understanding of induced seismicity. 
The new methodology meets a recommendation from the Scientific Hydraulic Fracturing Review Panel
to develop a guideline for standardized magnitude calculation. 
The updated local magnitude determination used a detailed earthquake dataset for the period 2014-
2018 (inclusive). This dataset was used to revise the distance correction model and better characterize
the attenuation effects in the local magnitude calculation of earthquakes in northeast BC.
An extended abstract on this subject has been published in the CSEG RECORDER at:
https://csegrecorder.com/articles/view/determination-of-local-magnitude-for-induced-earthquakes-in-the-wcsb.
Access the Bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/adoption-of-local-magnitude-determination-indb-2021-05/


(INDB 2021-04) 
Commission recommends operators review site and systems cyber security
practices 
In response to a number of cyber-security breaches recently recorded in the US, on February 4, 2021,
the BC Oil and Gas Commission issued a strong recommendation that all industry operators review the
recommendations contained within the following key documents:
• CSA Z246.1, Security Management for Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry Systems; 
• The NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Guide to Industrial Control Systems (ICS) Security;


and 
• ANSI/CAN/UL 2900-1:2017, Software Cybersecurity for Network-Connectable Products.
Operators should also consider the physical and other security processes noted within CSA Z246.1, and
review their current practices against the best practices outlined in the standard. 
The Commission notes: “Security management is an important aspect in both protecting the public, and
permit holder assets from harms that may lead to dangerous conditions, release of product and
associated risks to the public and environment”. Access release at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-recommends-operators-review-site-and-systems-security-practices-indb-2021-04/


Submission portal for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information launched
Reminder: Beginning February 1, 2021, the Commission will request permit holders to submit
certain corporate financial and reserves information annually and quarterly.
To access online submissions for the Corporate Financial and Reserves Information, visit the
eSubmission online portal and select PCA. 
Access release at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/submission-portal-for-corporate-financial-and-reserves-information-launched/


*
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MANITOBA Announcements


Federal support for Manitoba energy-efficiency programs 
Reminder: On January 29, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada allocated approximately
$32.3 million from the Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund to support natural-gas programs
offered by Efficiency Manitoba, a new Crown corporation established by the Government of Manitoba.
The programs aim to reduce natural-gas use and greenhouse gas emissions by offering rebates and
incentives for energy-efficient equipment and retrofit measures. The Province of Manitoba is also
contributing about $32.3 million to this project through Efficiency Manitoba.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-announces-support-for-manitoba-energy-efficiency-programs.html


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR Assembly - Orders-in-Council


Amendments introduce transitional OH&S Regulations covering offshore marine
installations  
Under Order in Council (2020-284), the following regulations (filed December 23, 2020), are adopted: 


(a)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health 
and Safety Transitional Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020;


(b)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional 
Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020; and


(c)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations 
(Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020.


Access the Order at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/annualregs/2020/nr200089.htm


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR Announcements


NL Offshore Oil and Gas Industry Recovery Assistance Fund - Call for Proposals
Final reminder: To provide direct assistance for the local oil and gas sector value chain, the NL
Department of Industry, Energy and Technology (IET) is now encouraging applications through a NL
Offshore Oil and Gas Industry Recovery Assistance Fund Call for Proposals.
Proposals must be submitted by February 19, 2021 via email at: OGIRAFund@gov.nl.ca 
Under the program, the government has committed a total of $32 million to support oil and gas supply
and service sector projects.
Proposed projects must focus on industry-led activities that will sustain the NL offshore oil and gas
industry in the short-term and drive the recovery of the NL oil and gas sector over the long term.
Projects must commence no later than June 1, 2021 and must be completed by: December 31, 2022.
A completed application form must also be included which can be found at www.gov.nl.ca/iet.


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices


• Early Access to Land for Environmental Studies on Transmission Projects 
ER0 # 019-1371; Decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on February 1, 2021.
The government has made changes to the Ontario Energy Board Act,1998 to give the Ontario Energy
Board the authority to grant, under specific circumstances, earlier access to land to electricity
transmission project proponents for the purpose of conducting preliminary environmental studies prior
to applying for Leave to Construct.
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1371


• Proposal to amend O. Reg. 509/18 under the Electricity Act, 1998 (“Efficiency
Regulation”) 
ER0 # 019-2725; Regulation posted by Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on February 1, 2021.
On January 29, 2021, O. Reg. 509/18, made under the Electricity Act, 1998 was amended to add five
new products, to revise efficiency standards for televisions to harmonize with Natural Resources
Canada, and to delay new standards for liquid-filled distribution transformers by two years.
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2725 
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices (continued)


• Proposed Revision to Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Leave to Construct Cost Threshold
for Hydrocarbon Pipelines
ER0 # 019-3041; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The Ministry is proposing to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon pipelines that require Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval through its Leave to Construct process from $2 million to $10 million. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3041
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• Proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 (Definitions and Exemptions) under the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 to exempt certain electricity transmission projects
from Section 92 (Leave to Construct) approval
ER0 # 019-3038; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The government is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 to exempt certain electricity transmission
projects that are not expected to have a significant ratepayer impact from the requirement to obtain Section
92 (electricity Leave to Construct) approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3038
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines is reviewing Ontario’s long-
term energy planning framework with a view to implementing a new, more transparent,
predictable, and reliable planning process
ER0 # 019-3007; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 27, 2021; Comment deadline: April 27, 2021.
The government is proposing to refocus Ontario’s long-term energy planning framework to increase the
effectiveness, transparency and accountability of energy decision-making in Ontario by empowering
independent, agency-led planning through organizations such as the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). To achieve this objective, the ministry is considering
revoking the provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 related to long term energy plans, implementation
directives and implementation plans. ENDM is also considering whether the IESO and the OEB have the
appropriate mandates and authorities to undertake an expanded planning and resource acquisition role.
This could include the development of a new approval or review process for certain types of government
policy-decisions. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3007


• Proposal to amend the Planning Act, 1990 to apply Hydro One’s electricity
transmission project exemptions to all transmitters
ER0 # 019-3034; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 26, 2021; Comment deadline: March 12, 2021.
This is an invitation to comment on a ENDM proposal to amend the Planning Act,1990 to apply Hydro One’s
electricity transmission project exemption to all transmitters whose transmission projects undergo
Comprehensive or Streamlined Environmental Assessment processes.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3034


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


New energy projects to reduce methane emissions
On January 26, 2021, the Government of Saskatchewan announced support for three new projects that
will reduce methane emissions, while increasing gas processing capacity.
The projects qualify for the Saskatchewan Petroleum Innovation Incentive (SPII) and the Oil and Gas
Processing Investment Incentive (OGPII), which provide a percentage of transferable royalty credits
once private funding has been dedicated and facilities have been built.
Full details at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/january/26/new-energy-projects-to-reduce-methane-emissions


Province announces launch of Cleantech Accelerator Program
Prairie Resilience and the Government of Saskatchewan recently announced the signing of an
agreement between Innovation Saskatchewan (IS) and Foresight Cleantech Accelerator Centre
(Foresight). The collaborative partnership project will see IS and Foresight establish a world-class
cleantech accelerator program in Saskatchewan.
For more information on the program, visit: https://foresightcac.com/sme-programs/launch/launch-sk/.
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Standards, codes and guidelines
FEDERAL Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards 


• Compliance reminder: New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021, however stakeholders may
use these new standards any time before this date. The standards comprise:
• CSA B620:20 “Highway tanks and TC portable tanks for the transportation of dangerous goods”;
• CSA B621:20 “Selection and use of highway tanks, TC portable tanks, and other large containers for    
the transportation of  dangerous goods, Classes 3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8, and 9”; and


• CSA B622:20 “Selection and use of highway tanks and TC portable tanks for the transportation of
dangerous goods, Class 2”.


The general loading and unloading requirements for highway tanks transporting dangerous goods are
found in Clause 7.1 of CSA B621-14 and Clause 5.1 of CSA B622-14. See associated safety advisory
at: https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


Purchase standards at: https://www.csagroup.org/store/


• New standard for dangerous goods training will be incorporated by reference to Part
6 of TDG Regulations
Reminder: As reported earlier in HSERA, Transport Canada is currently moving forward with
regulatory work and the development of comprehensive guidance materials to support the first edition
of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of dangerous goods training, assessment and competency”.
The standard - which was published in November 2020 - requires that all persons who handle, offer
for transport or transport dangerous goods be provided with general awareness training and be
assessed. The standard establishes: employer responsibilities; persons’ competencies; general
awareness training and assessment; function specific training and assessment; supplementary
training and assessment requirements; recurrent training and assessment; and record-keeping
requirements. To ensure that the guidance material will be of value to the industry, the Directorate is
soliciting stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. 
Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Users can now
log into Communities of Interest and register to find the TDG View Access site at:
https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access


CSA standards update


• CSA Z462, Workplace electrical safety
The fifth edition of CSA Z462, Workplace electrical safety was published by CSA Group in January 2021.
The Standard is based on NFPA 70E, Standard for Electrical Safety for the Workplace, and has been
harmonized with Parts I, II, and III of the Canadian Electrical Code; CSA Z460, Control of hazardous energy -
Lockout and other methods; and CSA M421, Use of electricity in mines.
The Standard specifies requirements for, and provides guidance on, safety management systems, safe work
procedures, and selection of personal protective equipment and other safety devices for persons exposed to
hazards associated with energized electrical equipment. In addition, this Standard sets out criteria for the
identification and training of qualified electrical workers and for determination of hazardous work to be
performed only by those qualified individuals. For more information, or to order, visit:
https://www.techstreet.com/standards/csa-z462-21?product_id=2204883
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CSA standards update (continued)


• CSA C22.2 NO. 62990-1:20 - Workplace atmospheres - Part 1: Gas detectors - Performance
requirements of detectors for toxic gases
This first edition of CSA C22.2 No. 62990-1, “Workplace atmospheres - Part 1: Gas detectors - Performance
requirements of detectors for toxic gases” - published in November 2020 - is an adoption, with Canadian
deviations, of the identically titled IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) Standard 62990-1.
The document applies to two types of equipment: Type HM (Health Monitoring) ‘occupational exposure’
equipment; and Type SM (Safety Monitoring) ‘general gas detection’ equipment.
For more information, and list of contents, click on ‘Preview’ icon at:
https://www.techstreet.com/standards/csa-c22-2-no-62990-1-20?product_id=2201030


• ISO 20024 - Solid biofuels — Safe handling and storage of solid biofuel pellets in
commercial and industrial applications
ISO 20024-2020 provides principles and requirements for safe handling and storage of solid biofuels
pellets in commercial and industrial applications. Contact: anahita.jami@csagroup.org
Review start date: Jan 14, 2021. Review end date: March 14, 2021.
Review draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4055


• NGV 6.1 - Compressed natural gas (CNG) fuel storage and delivery systems for road
vehicles (New Edition)
This Standard applies to the design, installation, inspection, repair, and maintenance of a fuel storage
and delivery system used to provide motive power. This standard specifically addresses: on-road
vehicles (highway vehicles); off-road vehicles (mining & construction); and powered industrial trucks
(forklifts & TUGs). Contact: julie.cairns@csagroup.org. Review end date: February 23, 2021.
Review draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4032


• Z259.16 - Design of active fall-protection systems (New edition)
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the design and performance of complete active
fall-protection systems, including travel-restraint and vertical and horizontal fall-arrest systems. The
Standard is intended for engineers with expertise in designing fall-protection systems.
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review end date: February 17, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4026


• Now Published: CSA Z1650:21, Paramedic Response to the Opioid Crisis
Reminder: CSA Z1650:21, “Paramedic response to the opioid crisis: Education and training across the
treatment and care continuum in out-of-hospital and community settings” is now published. This new
national Standard outlines a framework for paramedic emergency and front-line response to the opioid
crisis that can be implemented by first responders across Canada. 
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/CSA%20Z1650%3A21/


• Drinking water treatment systems (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard covers drinking water treatment systems that are (a) point-of-use or point-of-
entry plumbed systems; and (b) point-of-use non-plumbed systems.
Note: Drinking water treatment systems covered by this Standard are intended to be used for the
reduction or inactivation of harmful substances that can be present in drinking water.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org. Review start date: January 10, 2021; Review end date: March
8, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043


• CSA Environmental DNA (eDNA) Reporting Requirements and Terminology Standard
Reminder: This Standard applies to appropriate reporting of information regarding the conduct of
eDNA biological surveys or assessments. The Standard is intended for use, among others, by
industrial proponents that have activities with potential ecological impacts on natural systems,
particularly aquatic systems, and whose development depends on social and regulatory acceptance of
transparent science-based studies of natural ecosystems in the interest of accurately understanding
and describing project-related effects.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; Review end date: March 8,
2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4042’
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CSA standards update (continued)


• CSA N289.5-12, Seismic Instrumentation Requirements for Nuclear Power Plants and
Nuclear Facilities
CSA Group is seeking input on the draft amendment to CSA N289.5-12, Seismic Instrumentation
Requirements for Nuclear Power Plants and Nuclear Facilities, by March 8, 2021. View the draft
version of the amendment to CSA N289.5-12 on the public review site at
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Document/Manage/4038


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Gazette notices


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Accessible Canada Regulations
The proposed Regulations would operationalize the planning and reporting requirements in the
Accessible Canada Act (ACA) and establish a framework to promote compliance with accessibility
requirements in entities under federal jurisdiction. The regulations include specific criteria for the
development and publication of accessibility plans, progress reports and feedback processes, and for
determining the details of the administrative monetary penalties (AMPs) framework designed to
promote compliance..
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/reg2-eng.html


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Accessible Transportation Planning and Reporting Regulations
Within two years of the coming into force of the ACA, the Canadian Transportation Agency (CTA) is
required to create a set of accessibility regulations directed at transportation service providers (TSPs)
within the federal transportation system. These entities include airlines, passenger railways, ferry
operators, interprovincial bus services, airports and other terminals as well as the Canadian Border
Services Agency (CBSA) and the Canadian Air Transport Security Authority (CATSA).
Specifically, the ACA requires TSPs to create plans, feedback processes, and progress reports, thereby
enabling persons with disabilities to raise accessibility issues with TSPs and to hold TSPs accountable
for the creation of a barrier-free federal transportation network.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/reg1-eng.html


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 20
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. The stipulations, now in effect, are
backed by a series of administrative monetary penalties applicable to both individuals and companies
and outlined in the notice.
With this posting, the Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to 
COVID-19, No. 19, made on January 19, 2021, is repealed.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n17
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FEDERAL Gazette notices (continued)


January 30, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Reminder: Three Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of
COVID-19. The O-I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations): http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Roadcheck set for May 4-6 to focus on lighting and Hours of Service compliance
On February 2, 2021, the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) set May 4-6 as the dates for this
year’s International Roadcheck. 
Over that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors in jurisdictions throughout Canada,
Mexico and the US will conduct inspections on commercial motor vehicles and drivers.
Inspectors will check the driver’s operating credentials, hours-of-service documentation, seat belt
usage, and check for alcohol and/or drug impairment. A driver will be placed out of service if an
inspector discovers driver-related out-of-service conditions.
According to the US Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, the lighting violation “lamps
inoperable” was the number one vehicle violation in fiscal 2020, accounting for approximately 12.24% of
all vehicle violations discovered that year. 
Release: https://www.cvsa.org/news/2021-international-roadcheck/


Revised regulation lists information incorporated by reference into Canada’s Packaging and
Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations
On February 3, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted a newly-modified
version of REGDOC-2.14.1, Volume I: Information Incorporated by Reference in Canada’s Packaging
and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations, 2015, Version 2. Details are provided on page 3 of
this issue of HSERA. Access the modifed regulations at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/published/html/regdoc2-14-1/index.cfm#wb-main


Transport Canada issues alert re: expiration of COVID-19 temporary certificates
Reminder: Effective February 1, 2021, to ensure compliance with the TDG Regulations, all
stakeholders must have addressed any existing gaps with TDG Regulations. This may include:
• ensuring that all employees are trained as per the TDG Regulations and hold a valid training


certificate; and
• ensuring that all Means of Containment (MOCs) used to transport dangerous goods have been tested


and inspected in accordance with relevant standards and display current and valid inspection and test
markings.


In this context, the following temporary certificates expired on January 31, 2021: TU 0750.1: Training
and TU 0751.2: Means of Containment.  
Access details at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-awareness-materials-faq/safety-awareness-kit-industry/expiration-covid-19-temporary-certificates
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FEDERAL Consultations


Health Canada consulting on the Consumer Product Exclusion in the Hazardous Products Act 
Health Canada’s Workplace Hazardous Materials Bureau is currently examining the consumer products
exclusion under the Hazardous Products Act (HPA). Specifically, Health Canada is looking to engage
stakeholders and partners to:
• understand concerns, if any, that the consumer product exclusion may pose from a workers’ protection


perspective;
• collect views on potential approaches and elements to address consumer products; and
• inform a thorough cost-benefit analysis on the potential impacts of any regulatory change.
A survey was provided to Responsible Distribution® Canada (RDC) on February 9, 2021, for dissemination
to its members. Access survey at: http://whmis.org/survey/ 
The deadline for submitting commentary and recommendations is March 23, 2021.


Background: Hazardous consumer products are regulated under the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act [ CCPSA].
The information provided on the label for the safe use and handling of these products is based on the potential health effects of
short-term exposure to the product. They include hazard symbols and signal words (e.g. “DANGER”), primary hazard statements
(e.g. “POISON”), specific hazard statements (e.g. “Contents harmful”), safety instructions (e.g. “Do not swallow”) and first aid
statements (e.g. “If swallowed, call a Poison Control Centre or doctor immediately”). While important and helpful, the classification
criteria for hazardous consumer product labels do not include effects that can occur over the longer-term or from repeated
exposures, such as cancer, reproductive effects or skin sensitization. Moreover, hazardous consumer products are not required to
have SDSs.
A potentially wide range of hazardous consumer products intended for sale in retail stores and online to consumers and workers
may be excluded from the application of the HPA. For example, brake cleaners or degreasing products that are packaged and sold
as consumer products and used by workers in the auto industry would not be required to have HPR-compliant labels or SDSs upon
their sale or import in Canada. Therefore, workers using such products may not have the same hazard information that would be
available to a worker handling the same products supplied directly to the workplace and not considered a consumer product. In
practice, it is possible that some workplaces may require that HPR-compliant labels and SDSs be provided for such products prior
to their use in the workplace.


FEDERAL Announcements


Update for certain consumer products regarding the use of flame retardant chemicals  
Health Canada is notifying interested parties that updated industry guides for several products that are
subject to the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act (CCPSA) are now available. The following industry
guides have been updated to provide information related to the use of flame retardant chemicals:
• Industry Guide to Canadian Requirements for Carpets and Other Textile Floor Coverings
• Industry Guide to Flammability of Textile Products in Canada
• Industry Guide to Health Canada’s Safety Requirements for Children’s Toys and Related Products
• Children’s sleepwear: Flammability requirement guidelines
• Industry guide to futon flammability requirements in Canada.
Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/legislation-guidelines/guidelines-policies.html


*
ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill


amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation Act
as summarized below:
Proposed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act include:


- removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites with multiple
employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;


- allowing OH&S officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before starting an investigation;
- clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents; and
- clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals to make it easier to follow so that serious health


and safety concerns can be resolved more quickly.
Proposed changes to the Workers’ Compensation Act include:


- reinstating an insurable earnings cap for injured and ill workers; and
- limiting presumptive coverage for psychological injuries to firefighters, police officers, peace officers, correctional


officers, paramedics and emergency dispatchers.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills
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ALBERTA Management resources


New resources:
• COVID-19 exposure in workplace common areas (published January 2021). 


Access at:https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-23
• Prevention Initiative for Alberta's Occupational Health and Safety System: 2019-20 Annual Update


(published December 2020). Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/info006


Updated resources:
• COVID-19 incidents - Reporting to Alberta Occupational Health and Safety (updated January 2021).


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-19
• COVID-19 publications by industry (updated January 8, 2021). 


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-03


Reminder: Energy Safety Canada releases Potentially Serious Incidents Report 
Reminder: This report provides a summary of Potentially Serious Incident (PSI) data from the Alberta
oil and gas industry from 2019 to Q3 2020. Access the latest PSI report at: 
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Standards/Programs/Potentially-Serious-Incidents


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect, amends 34
provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act) addressing issues related to: occupational health
and safety investigations and convictions; workers’ compensation benefits; the powers of
WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal
Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
Access WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


March 2021 public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that it will be holding a virtual public
hearing on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. 
The hearing will be streamed live on March 3, 2021, in two sessions. The first will take place from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and the second from 3 to 5 p.m. Further information on how to view or participate will
be posted on the WorkSafeBC website at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/march-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr-march-5-21 


Access the following proposed amendments, along with explanatory notes, at:
http://www.worksafebcmedia.com/enews/prrd/2021-03-ohsr/2021-03-ohsr.html
Parts 1, 5, 22, and 23 — Flammable and combustible liquids
Part 6 — Hazardous drugs
Part 7 — Ionizing radiation — Dose limits for lens of the eye
Part 20 — Concrete pump operators
Part 26 — Arborists
Part 26 — Forestry operations and similar activities (Logging truck load securement)
Housekeeping amendments to parts 14, 24, 25, and 31.


*
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017
recommendations of the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Compensation - For calculating compensation, maximum annual earnings are set at $150,000. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. 
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


Related consultations: The WorkSafeBC Board approved policy changes in advance of stakeholder consultation to ensure
WorkSafeBC policy aligns with the Act as amended by Bill 23 on January 1, 2021. WorkSafeBC Division has released two
discussion papers on these newly revised policies to identify whether further policy changes are necessary.
The discussion papers, revised policies, and information on how to provide feedback can be accessed as follows:
Consultation on Bill 23 — Permanent partial disability benefits at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits
Consultation on Bill 23 — Retirement age determinations at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations
Comment deadline: April 16, 2021. 


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now referred
to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made
by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious,
or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The Workers
Compensation Act (see Bill 18 above). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


*


NEW BRUNSWICK Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 19, An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act: Second Reading: December 9,
2020. In Committee: February 2, 2021. Access minor amendment at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, An Act to Amend the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission
and Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal Act: Second Reading: December 8, 2020. In
Committee: February 2, 2021. The Bill makes minor administrative and text changes. Access the text
of this Private Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Industrial Relations Act. Royal Assent: December 18, 2020.
The Bill deals with arbitration matters re: firefighters and police officers. Access the text of this Private
Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-21-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK Announcements


Province introduces updated sample incident reporting procedure
Reminder: On January 4, 2021, WorkSafeNB has updated its Sample Incident Reporting Procedure
for New Brunswick workplaces. Stakeholders are invited to customize their incident reporting
procedures to meet the needs of individual workplaces. Learn more about incident reporting and
return-to-work requirements and best practices at worksafenb.ca. 
Release: https://www.worksafenb.ca/about-us/news-and-events/news/2021/new-updated-sample-incident-reporting-procedure-for-new-brunswick-workplaces/


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Orders-in-Council


Amendments introduce transitional OH&S Regulations covering offshore marine
installations  
Reminder: Under Order in Council (2020-284), the following regulations (filed December 23, 2020), are
adopted: 


(a)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health
and Safety Transitional Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020;
(b)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional
Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020; and
(c)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations
(Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020.
Access the Order at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/annualregs/2020/nr200089.htm


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


January 29, 2021, Royal Gazette
Province amends the Accessibility Act General Regulations
The regulation, NS Reg.3/2021m sets out dates for prescribed public sector bodies to meet their
obligations under the Accessibility Act. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-01-29.pdf 


*
ONTARIO Legislature


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading: December
8, 2020. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an unexpected increase
in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums, while maintaining an increase to the
maximum earnings cap for worker benefits. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


ONTARIO Announcements


Most health units transitioning back to colour-coded restrictions 
The province’s state of emergency expired as scheduled on February 9, 2021 but most regions
remained under a stay-at-home order pending their transition back to the province’s colour-coded
restrictions system.
Health units in Hastings Prince Edward, Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox and Addington, and Renfrew
County have now moved into the least-restrictive green category, which means restaurants and non-
essential businesses can reopen.
On February 15, 2021 all remaining regions - except three hot spots in the Greater Toronto Area - move
to the restrictions framework. Toronto, Peel Region and York Region were expected to be the last to
make that transition on February 22, 2021, but the province said any sudden increase in cases could
delay that plan. For more information, see link to related regulation - O. Reg. 94/21: Stay-at-home Order
below.


ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders
The following recently-published measures and orders are issued under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act. 
Note that, in response to COVID-19, these Orders are frequently changed in minor details in response to the progress of the
pandemic. Keep up to date by consulting the e-laws pages at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws


Published on e-Laws: February 12, 2021
O. Reg. 113/21: Extension of Orders
This regulation allows for Orders made in O.Reg.95/21 (below) to be revoked early (i.e. on February 23, 2021).
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21113
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ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders (continued)


Published on e-Laws: February 8, 2021
O. Reg. 95/21: Extension of Orders
This regulation extends various deadlines made under section 7.0.8 of the Act covering: enforcement; evictions;
and stay-at-home orders until February 23, 2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21095
O. Reg. 94/21: Stay-at-home Order
Among other things: Section 2 of Ontario Regulation 11/21 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(2) Beginning on February 10, 2021, this Order applies to every individual residing in a particular health unit if another Order
made under the Act specifies that this Order applies to that health unit.


Subsection 1 (2) of Schedule 1 to the Regulation is revoked and the following substituted:
(2) Despite subsection (1), no person shall attend a business or place that is required by law to be closed, except to the extent
that temporary access to the closed business or place is permitted by law.


Access the Order at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21094
Related regulations: Related regulations, published on February 9, 2021, list the health units to which the Stay-at-home order applies.


The following recently-published Regulations and Orders under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act,
2020, reflect the Ontario government’s rapidly-changing requirements for businesses regarding maintaining health and safety
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Note that, in response to COVID-19, these Orders are frequently changed in minor details in
response to the progress of the pandemic. Keep up-to-date by consulting the e-laws pages at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws


O. Reg. 116/21: Stages of reopening
Published on e-Laws: February 12, 2021, the regulation designates areas in the Shutdown Zone and
colour-coded zones of Stages 1, 2 and 3. The regulation takes effect on February 16, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21116
O. Reg. 115/21: Rules for areas in Stage 3 - safety plan requirements
Published on e-Laws: February 12, 2021, the regulation outlines requirements for businesses in
Stage 3 to implement a safety plan. Among other things:
• the safety plan shall describe the measures and procedures which have been implemented or will be


implemented in the business to reduce the transmission risk of COVID-19; 
• the safety plan shall describe how the requirements of this Order will be implemented in the location


including by screening, physical distancing, masks or face coverings, cleaning and disinfecting of
surfaces and objects and the wearing of personal protective equipment; and


• the safety plan shall be in writing and shall be made available to any person for review on request.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21115
O. Reg. 114/21: Rules for areas in Stage 2 - safety plan requirements
Published on e-Laws: February 9, 2021, the regulation outlines detailed requirements for businesses
in Stage 2 to implement a safety plan. 
Access details at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21114
O. Reg. 98/21: Rules for areas in Stage 3 - individuals and businesses
Published on e-Laws: February 9, 2021, the regulation outlines general rules for businesses and
individuals under Stage 3. This Regulation comes into force on February 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21098
O. Reg. 97/21: Rules for areas in Stage 2 - individuals and businesses
Published on e-Laws: February 9, 2021, the regulation outlines general rules for businesses and
individuals under Stage 2. This Regulation comes into force on February 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21097
O. Reg. 96/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1 - Shutdown zones
Published on e-Laws: February 9, 2021, the regulation outlines general rules for businesses and
individuals under Stage 1. This Regulation comes into force on February 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21096


ONTARIO Consultations


Province consulting on Working at Heights Training Standards
Reminder: On January 25, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
(MLTSD) posted notice on the province’s Regulatory Registry that it is conducting a review of the
Working at Heights training program and provider standards. Comment deadline: March 11, 2021. 
Access the Registry posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=7fyuhTh7rH7cgjWZXZg-LkX?language=en&postingId=35988
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Proposed changes to Pre-Start Health and Safety Review requirements for factories
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, the MLTSD posted a proposal on the Regulatory Register outlining its
plans to amend section 7 of the Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) which requires
that a pre-start health and safety review (PSR) be carried out on certain machinery, protective elements,
structures and processes in factories before they are put into service for the first time or if modifications
are needed. Consultation deadline: March 11, 2021. Download the 2021 Consultation Paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35907&attachmentId=47358


February 22 deadline to comment on First Aid modernization proposals
Final reminder: On January 8, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
(MLTSD) posted a proposal to transfer the responsibility for workplace first aid from the Workplace
Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) to MLTSD. Access the discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35867&attachmentId=47296
Comment deadline: February 22, 2021.


February deadline to comment on proposal to modernize incident reporting
requirements under the OHSA
Reminder: As reported previously in HSERA, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
(MLTSD) is consulting on a proposal to consolidate miscellaneous notice and incident reporting
requirements in a single regulation under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA). The
proposed prescribed written reporting requirements would apply to all workplaces covered under the
OHSA. Summaries have been featured in previous issues of HSERA. For further information, access
discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35627&attachmentId=47096
Submissions and feedback may be emailed to: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. First Reading:
October 27, 2020. In Committee on Labour and the Economy: January 11, 2021. Adopted in
principle: February 10, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting industrial
accidents and occupational diseases in order to, among other things:
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a work training period under the responsibility of an educational
institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;
• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the


adapted equipment, health services, medicines and other pharmaceutical products to which a worker
who suffers an employment injury is entitled; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
On February 2, 2021, the Committee on Labour and the Economy tabled its report on Special
consultations on Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Access the
report along with the full text of Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


Access related analysis: Occupational Health And Safety Legislation In Quebec: New Realities And Challenges For
Employers by Natalie Bussière, Francis Laperrière Racine, and Sarah Rohmann; Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP at:
https://www.blakes.com/insights/bulletins/2020/occupational-health-and-safety-legislation-in-quebec-new-realities-and-challenges-for-employers
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices


February 10, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Flashing Green Light Regulation
This regulation, under the Highway Safety Code, provides rules whereby a firefighter may be authorized to
use a flashing green light under circumstances detailed in the regulation. Access the Gazette notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104869.pdf


February 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Health and safety in forest development work
Under this Regulation, among other things, every worker who fells a tree manually using a hand-held chain
saw must: (1) be at least 16 years of age; (2) have received theoretical and hands-on occupational health
and safety training according to the content of the course entitled Sante ́et sećurite ́en abattage manuel
(234-361); and (3) hold a certificate issued by a body designated by the Commission attesting that the
worker received such training. In addition, the regulation also references up-to-date CSA standards for PPE.
Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2105-A.PDF


January 20, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation implements agreement relating to the protection of circus artists in training
The draft regulation would implement an Agreement made by the Commission des normes, de l’eq́uite,́ de
la sante ́et de la sećurite ́du travail relating to the protection of professional circus artists in training, the text
of which appears on page 385 of the Gazette Officielle at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2103-A.PDF


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act. Access pdf
of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf
Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices 


December 31, 2020, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II 
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020
Reminder: Revised Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, under the province’s
Employment Act, were published on December 31, 2020. The Regulations - summarized previously in
HSERA - feature annexed tables outlining miscellanous requirements, including those related to
Occupational Exposure Limits; minimum training requirements for trained operator of powered mobile 
equipment; activities that constitute high hazard work; asbestos processes; and first aid services.
The Regulations are outlined in the Saskatchewan Gazette, starting on page 929. Download a pdf of
the Gazette Notice by clicking the gazette icon at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111318


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Province standardizing workplace requirements under the new OHS regulations
On February 3, 2021, the government reported more details of its amendments to The Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations aimed at standardizing the workplace requirements for first aid kits
based on the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standard 22110-17 guidelines. 
In addition, amendments were also made to the regulations that include:
• bringing workers doing seismic exploration under the blasting requirements of the regulations;
• consolidating The Occupational Health and Safety (Prime Contractor) Regulations and The


Occupational Health and Safety (Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) Regulations
into The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020; and


• making housekeeping changes to ensure the language of the regulations is clear. 
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Province standardizing workplace requirements under the new OHS regulations (continued)


The following personal protective standards have also been adopted but did not require an
amendment to the regulations:
• protective headwear (CSA Z94.1 2015);
• eye and face protection (CSA Z94.3 2015);
• protective footwear (CSA Z195-14);
• hearing protection (CSA Z94.2-14); and
• personal flotation devices (must be labelled as approved by Transport Canada or other recognized 
maritime authority).


The amended regulations and the new standards for personal protective equipment will come into
effect on April 1, 2021.  A copy of the full regulations is available at
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download
Release:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/03/standardized-personal-protective-equipment-increases-workplace-safety-and-encourages-economic-growth


*


THE TERRITORIES 


NWT  -  Gazette Notices
January 31, 2021, Northwest Territories Gazette 


Workers’ Compensation Board Commission publishes 2021 rates 
On January 31, 2021, NWT’s Workers’ Safety & Compensation Commission published its 2021
assessment rates in the NWT Gazette.
The Commission also posted examples of monthly compensation payments, effective January 1, 2021,
and based on 90% of net earnings after deductions for Income Tax, Canada Pension Plan and
Unemployment Insurance contributions.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 14) at: https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-
gazette/2021/01_1.pdf


NWT  -  Compliance reminders
New workplace First Aid requirements 
Amendments to Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Regulations in the Northwest Territories, which
came into effect on January 1, 2021, give employers one year to update first aid kits at their work sites,
by January 1, 2022. The amendments include new rules requiring first aid risk assessments to help
employers determine the quantity and type of first aid kits needed at work sites and the level of training
and number of first aid attendants needed on site, in compliance with the requirements of the
amended OHS Regulations and the referenced Canadian Standards Association (CSA) First Aid
standards. Access release at: 
https://wscc.nt.ca/news/media-release-new-first-aid-requirements-workplaces-northwest-territories


Nunavut - Gazette Notices
January 29, 2021, Nunavut Gazette
Workers’ Compensation General Regulations, amended
On January 29, 2021, Nunavut published its 2021 workers’ compensation classifications, benefits and
assessment rates in the Nunavut Gazette.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 9) at: https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/nunavut-gazette/2021


Yukon - Gazette Notices
January 15, 2021, Northwest Territories Gazette 
Workers’ Compensation Board 2021 rates 
On January 15, 2021, Yukon’s Workers’ Health & Safety Board published its 2021 classifications and
benefit and assessment rates, effective in the Territory on January 1, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice
(page 29) at: https://legislation.yukon.ca/pdf/2021-0001.pdf
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Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for a substance — methane,
dimethoxy- (dimethoxymethane)
Dimethoxymethane (CAS # 109-87-5), was identified as a priority for assessment on the basis of other
human health concerns. However, on the basis of the information presented in this screening
assessment, it is concluded that dimethoxymethane does not meet the criteria under paragraph 64(c)
of CEPA as it is not entering the environment in a quantity or concentration or under conditions that
constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life or health.
Access assessment at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/screening-assessment-dimethoxymethane.html
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for a substance — phenol, 2-(1-
methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro- (dinoseb)
The government is proposing to implement an environmental performance agreement (EPA) for the
substance: phenol, 2-(1-methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro-, Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number 88-
85-7, referred to as dinoseb. The proposed  EPA outlines a recommended code of practice or best
management practices for managing the substance. If this is not feasible, a pollution prevention
planning Notice under section 56 of CEPA may be considered.
Access assessment at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/risk-management-approach-dinoseb.html


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of four substances of the Protein Derivatives and Yeast
Extract Group 
Draft Screening Assessment – Protein Derivatives and Yeast Extract Chemical Abstracts Service
Registry Numbers: 8013-01-2; 9015-54-7; 92113-31-0; and 111174-63-1.
On the basis of the information presented in this draft screening assessment, it is proposed to
conclude that yeast extract, protein hydrolyzates, collagen hydrolyzates and isostearoyl hydrolyzed
collagen do not meet the criteria under paragraph 64(c) of CEPA as they are not entering the
environment in a quantity or concentration or under conditions that constitute or may constitute a
danger in Canada to human life or health. Access assessment at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/draft-screening-assessment-protein-derivatives-yeast-extract.html


February 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Orders 2021-87-01-01 and 2021-112-01-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List
The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) assessed information on 11
substances (seven chemicals and polymers, and four living organisms) new to Canada and
determined that they meet the criteria for addition to the Domestic Substances List, as set out in the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). 
The objective of Order 2021-87-01-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List (Order 2021-87-01-01)
is to add seven substances to the Domestic Substances List.
The objective of Order 2021-112-01-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List (Order 2021-112-01-
01) is to add four substances (classified as organisms) to the Domestic Substances List.
Access the Gazette Notice for more information:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-02-03/html/sor-dors2-eng.html#a1
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued) 


January 30 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Methanone, diphenyl- (benzophenone), CAS RN 119-61-9 to be added to List of Toxic Substances
Following a screening assessment, the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the
ministers) propose to recommend that benzophenone be added to Schedule 1 (List of Toxic
Substances) of CEPA, 1999.
Benzophenone occurs naturally in the environment and is also synthetically manufactured. It is used in
Canada in a wide range of applications, including cosmetics, paints and coatings, stains, adhesives
and sealants, pest control products, inks, toners, and colourants. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2
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Environmental regulation & compliance
INTERNATIONAL  Notices


Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
(GHS Rev. 9, 2021)
On September 14, 2021, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) posted a
revised ninth issue of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals. 
The GHS, which, in Canada, incorporates many features of the previous WHMIS (Workplace
Hazardous Materials Information System), includes the following elements:
• harmonized criteria for classifying substances and mixtures according to their health, safety,


environmental and physical hazards; and
• harmonized hazard communication elements, including requirements for labelling and safety data


sheets (SDS).
Amendments to the previous (eighth) edition of the GHS include :
• the revision of chapter 2.1 (explosives) to better address their explosion hazard when they are not in


their transport configuration;
• the revision of decision logics;
• the revision of the classification and labelling summary tables in Annex 1;
• the revision and further rationalization of precautionary statements; and
• the updating of references to OECD test guidelines for the testing of chemicals in annexes 9 and 10.
The electronic version of GHS Rev.9 is available for free for consultation purposes.
Access pdf of the revised edition at: https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/GHS_Rev9E_0.pdf


London Declaration: ISO commits to climate agenda 
On September 24, 2021, the London Declaration, “ISO’s Climate Commitment”, was approved by ISO
(International Organization for Standardization) members, representing 165 countries from around the
world. The historic commitment concluded ISO Week 2021, which took place as a three-day meeting
hosted virtually by the British Standards Institution (BSI).
The Declaration promises to embed key climate considerations into every new standard that is
created. It will also retrospectively add these requirements to all existing standards as they are
revised, a change on an unparalleled scale. Access release at: https://www.iso.org/news/ref2726.html


Access to a healthy environment declared a human right by UN rights council
On October 8, 2021, the United Nations Human Rights Council recognised, for the first time, that
having a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is a human right. UN Resolution 48/13 calls on
the countries throughout the world to work cooperatively in the implementation of this new right to a
healthy environment. The resolution passed with 43 votes. Russia, India, China and Japan abstained.
Access details at: https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1102582
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FEDERAL Compliance reminder


Deadlines and most recent changes: National Pollutant Release Inventory
On October 8, 2021, the government posted the following reminders regarding reporting deadlines and
changes applicable to the 2020-2021 National Pollutant Release Inventory:


• Reporting deadline: Since the reporting deadline for the 2020 calendar year (September 30th, 2021)
fell on the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation this year, reports were accepted as being on time
if they were submitted on, or before, October 1, 2021.
The reporting deadline for the 2021 calendar year is June 1, 2022.


• Changes to NPRI substances
2020-2021 NPRI substance list:
Substances added -  Filers may need to report releases, disposals and transfers of the following
substances:
• • Naphthenic acid fraction compounds (and their salts)
• • 2-Propanone, reaction products with diphenylamine, also known as PREPOD (Chemical Abstract 


Registry Number (CAS RN) 68412-48-6)
• • 1,4-Benzenediamine, N, N’-mixed phenyl and tolyl derivatives, also known as BENPAT (CAS RN 


68953-84-4)
• • Azo disperse dyes, a group of 26 azo disperse dyes with molar weights below 360 g/mol
For more details and specific descriptions of what substances filers need to report, read the Guide for
Reporting to the NPRI at: https://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/9.506026/publication.html


Substances deleted -  Filers no longer need to report releases, disposals and transfers of these
substances:
• • C.I. Disperse Yellow 3 (CAS RN 2832-40-8)
• • Decabromodiphenyl oxide (CAS RN 1163-19-5)
• • Adipic acid (CAS RN 124-04-9)
• • Heavy alkylate naphtha (CAS RN 64741-65-7)
• • White mineral oil (CAS RN 8042-47-5).


Changes to reporting thresholds and previously listed substances
• • Propylene glycol methyl ether acetate (PGMEA). All isomers of PGMEA must now be reported: 


alpha-PGMEA (CAS RN 108-65-6), beta-PGMEA (CAS RN 70657-70-4), and mixtures of PGMEA 
(CAS RN 84540-57-8).


Changes to reporting requirements re: pollution prevention measures
There are no changes to pollution prevention (P2) reporting for 2020 reporting. Beginning with 2021
reporting, if filers report P2 activities they will be required to link the activities to specific substances. They
will no longer need to answer questions about whether a P2 plan addresses substances, energy or water
conservation, and whether the plan was updated during the calendar year. Filers will still be asked:


• if the facility has a documented P2 plan;
• the reason for the plan, or why it was not implemented;
• which P2 planning notice applies; and
• whether the company or organization participated in another type of organized P2 plan or strategy.


Changes to reporting requirements re: iron ore pellets
If the facility produces iron ore pellets using an induration furnace, filers are now required to report
releases, disposals, and transfers of dioxins, furans, and hexachlorobenzene. 


Changes to reporting requirements re: toxicity equivalency factors for dioxins and furans 
Toxicity equivalency factors for a number of dioxins and furans have been updated.


Access the October 8, 2021 update at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/report/deadlines-changes.html
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FEDERAL Announcements


Detailed plan to meet emissions targets coming in 'months', minister says
On October 1, 2021, Environment Minister, Jonathan Wilkinson, said that a detailed plan showing how
Canada might finally meet a greenhouse gas emissions target will be ready in a few months but not likely
in time for this fall’s global climate change conference in Glasgow, Scotland.
Last fall Wilkinson unveiled a sharpened climate policy, which experts said finally showed the path to
getting to the original 2030 goal. Months later, a new target was introduced, raising the cut to 40 to 45 per
cent below 2005 levels by the same deadline. But the detailed plan to get there is still in the works.
Some of the broad strokes for the new goal came in the Liberals’ platform in the recent election, most
notably a promise to cap emissions from the oil and gas sector for the first time and to lower that cap
every five years until it hits net-zero emissions by 2050.
Net zero means any emissions still produced are captured by nature or technology.
The Liberals also say every passenger car sold in Canada must be electric by 2035, and that same year,
have a net-zero emitting electricity grid.
Source: The Canadian Press/Financial Post at:
https://financialpost.com/commodities/energy/detailed-plan-for-canada-to-meet-emissions-targets-coming-in-months-environment-minister


FEDERAL Announcements


Canada confirms its support for the Global Methane Pledge and announces
ambitious domestic actions to slash methane emissions
On October 11, 2021, Environment Minister, Jonathan Wilkinson, announced Canada’s support for the
Global Methane Pledge, which aims to reduce global methane emissions by 30 percent below 2020
levels by 2030. In support of the Pledge and the goals in Canada’s climate plan, Minister Wilkinson also
announced Canada’s commitment to developing a plan to reduce methane emissions across the broader
Canadian economy and to reducing oil and gas methane emissions by at least 75 percent below 2012
levels by 2030. Canada is the first and only country to support the Pledge and the 75 percent goal.
In 2016, Canada set a target of reducing methane emissions from the oil and gas sector by 40–45
percent below 2012 levels by 2025 and has put in place regulations to help achieve it.
Globally, agriculture and landfills are among the largest sources of methane emissions. The 2030
objective in the Pledge is expected to help prevent over 20 million tonnes of crop losses a year by 2030
by reducing ground-level ozone pollution, caused in part by methane.
As of October 12, 32 nations plus the European Union had signed on to the pledge, which now includes
nine of the world’s top 20 methane emitters, representing about 30 percent of global emissions.
Momentum is building, but some of the most vital countries to the methane effort have not indicated
support for the initiative. They include the world’s top three methane emitters China, Russia and India.
Access Canada’s announcement at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/10/canada-confirms-its-support-for-the-global-methane-pledge-and-announces-ambitious-domestic-actions-to-slash-methane-emissions.htm


FEDERAL Enforcement


CN Rail fined $2.5 million for Fisheries Act violation
On September 15, 2021, Canadian National Railway Company (CN Rail) pleaded guilty in Prince Rupert
Provincial Court to a charge of violating subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act in relation to the deposit of
pesticides in or around waters frequented by fish. The company was fined $2.5 million, which will be directed to
the Government of Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund.
On August 28, 2017, ECCC enforcement officers observed a spray truck discharging a mist as it travelled along
the rail corridor between Terrace and Prince Rupert in British Columbia. Because the rail corridor runs along the
Skeena River and over many tributaries and wetlands, officers conducted an inspection to verify compliance with
the Fisheries Act. 
The subsequent inspection and investigation confirmed that the pesticides sprayed along the rail line were
deleterious (harmful) to fish.
Herbicides, a type of pesticide, are used as part of vegetation management plans to remove undesirable plants.
When incorrectly applied, these substances can migrate to watercourses and adversely impact fish and fish
habitat.
As a result of this conviction, the company’s name will be added to the Environmental Offenders Registry. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/09/canadian-national-railway-company-fined-25-million-for-fisheries-act-offence.html
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FEDERAL Legislature
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 
September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations and the
Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations: SOR/2021-197
Reminder: The objective of the Amendments is to help ensure that the incentive to reduce GHG
emissions in the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) for industrial facilities is maintained by
adding rules respecting transitional matters related to the deletion of the name of a province or
territory from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA and by providing rules related to facilities that cease
to be covered facilities. More details are provided in the September 16, 2021 edition of EHSRA.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/sor-dors197-eng.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Canada Opens Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the
government launched an initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along
with the release of a discussion paper. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• First draft technical guide on the strategic assessment of climate change; consultations end on
October 25, 2021. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on the Draft
Technical Guide Related to the Strategic Assessment of Climate Change: Guidance on quantification of net
GHG emissions, impact on carbon sinks, mitigation measures, net-zero plan and upstream GHG assessment.
Access the draft guide at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/draft-technical-guide-strategic-assessment-climate-change.html


• Public consultation or regulatory modernization post-pandemic; consultations end on October 30, 2021.
The Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat has initiated a consultation on regulatory modernization that started on
August 23, 2021 and will conclude on October 30, 2021. Details to come.


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator; consultations end on December 31, 2023. The
Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the
CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. The CER welcomes feedback on the content of the
Regulatory Framework at any time. Access plan at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations -  update - October 2021
2021-10-07 Multi-species Action Plan for Rouge National Urban Park of Canada
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - update 
2021-09-23 Marathon Palladium Project - Joint Review Panel Invites Comments on Draft Public Hearing Procedures.
2021-09-22 Énergie Saguenay Project - Public Comments Invited on the draft Environmental Assessment and
potential conditions.
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - 


CNSC Forward regulatory plan 2021–2023
This plan provides information on regulatory proposals that the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)
expects to bring forward over the next 2 years and identifies public consultation opportunities for stakeholders to
provide their feedback during regulatory development.
Proposed regulatory developments include:


•  Regulations amending the General Nuclear Safety and Control Regulations (safeguards)
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Non-proliferation Import and Export Control Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Security Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Class II Nuclear Facilities and Prescribed Equipment Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Regulations.


Details of the above proposals can be found at:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatoryplan/forward-regulatory-plan-details/index.cfm


CNSC Fall Webinar Series
CNSC is inviting stakeholders to a series of webinars driven by its assessment of the Canadian Nuclear
Laboratories Near Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF) project and its hearings, anticipated in 2022. This
information is also applicable to other projects, including proposed in-situ decommissioning (ISD) projects.
Topics and dates are as follows:
• NSDF/ISD Fall Webinar Series 2: Long-Term Safety of Disposal Facilities and CNSC’s Regulatory Framework 


for In-Situ Decommissioning - October 20, 2021.
• NSDF/ISD Fall Webinar Series 3: Protection of People and the Environment - December 1, 2021.
• NSDF/ISD Webinar Series 4: CNSC Hearing Processes - January 12, 2022.
For more information on this series and to register now, visit:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/fall-nsdf-series.cfm 


*
ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly is scheduled to resume sitting on October 25, 2021.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


September 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Wildlife (Sandhill Crane Ministerial) Amendment Regulation
Reminder: The Wildlife Regulation (AR 143/97) is amended by replacing Schedule 15 in Table 6 with
new information regarding the Sandhill Crane. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/17_Sep15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Announcements


Alberta Energy issues REOI re: process for carbon sequestration tenure management
A Request for Expressions of Interest (REOI) in Alberta Energy’s process for carbon sequestration
tenure management is now open and available at:
https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx. 
Submitted Expressions of Interest will be used to inform the criteria for a Request for Formal Project
Proposals (RFPP) intended for this winter.
Alberta Energy will continue to engage and develop its approach to carbon sequestration tenure
management competitive process and will provide updates at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx as well as through a dedicated
email list serve at: https://www.alberta.ca/subscribe-to-energy-news-and-bulletins.aspx.
Questions related to the carbon sequestration tenure management competitive process can still be
emailed directly to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca. 
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ALBERTA Management resources 


• Air quality model guideline [2021]. Updated on September 13, 2021. An air quality modelling
assessment is usually undertaken as part of the approval process to understand the impact of industrial activity on
the surrounding ambient air. The Air Quality Model Guideline provides guidance on the appropriate modelling to be
undertaken in Alberta when one of these assessments is required. Also included are three companion documents.
The first provides clarification on interpreting modelling results for typical emission scenarios, when required by
the guideline. The second provides a companion spreadsheet for determining whether or not the modelling terrain
is considered complex as per Section 3.0 of the guideline. The third provides stakeholder comments to the original
draft guideline [2020] and Environment and Parks response to these comments.
Access:  
1. Air quality model guideline [2021] at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b4ed8dc9-3850-4e5f-a618-42b29c4ba2d4/download/aep-aqmg-air-quality-model-guideline-2021-09.pdf


2. Clarification on the interpretation of air quality modelling results using typical emission scenarios when required
by Alberta’s air quality model guideline - Air and climate policy. Air policy (July 21, 2021) at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b11bc708-c604-43db-90bb-0fc2e8ea7b67/download/aep-aqmg-2021-clarification-interpretation-air-quality-modelling-results.pdf


3. AQMG 2021. Response to stakeholder comments, June 2021, at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/ac16f6d5-4cf0-4156-9b36-a45565b38257/download/aep-aqmg-2021-response-stakeholders-comments.pdf


• Guidance re: common Air Monitoring Directive questions. Updated on September 13, 2021.
This document provides guidance on common Air Monitoring Directive question: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0d063d9c-5291-4af6-8e0f-8ddd8f87a1fd/resource/42b701e4-90ae-4cb4-9fd9-646fbd09cad7/download/amd-guidance-common-questions.pdf 


• Government granting free, open access to environmental enforcement files
Reminder: Alberta’s government recently announced that it is launching a new web-based service to
provide Albertans with free and direct access to environmental enforcement history records. The
Environmental Historical Enforcement Search will be available at: 
alberta.ca/environmental-historical-enforcement-search.


• MULTISAR: a multi-species conservation strategy for species at risk in the Grassland Natural
Region of Alberta 2020-2021 report. Updated on October 1, 2021, MULTISAR promotes stewardship
through voluntary participation of landholders on both Crown and private lands. The program is a collaborative
effort among landholders, Alberta Conservation Association, Alberta Environment and Parks, and the Prairie
Conservation Forum. Access details at: http://multisar.ca/


• Revised Continuous Emissions Monitoring Code. Reminder: The revised Code will replace
the 1998 Code on January 1, 2022. A ‘Memo to Approval Holders’ has been released. Additional
information is available at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021.


• The Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2021. First Reading: October 7, 2021.
If passed, the amendments will affect a number of miscellaneous statutes. Among them, amendments
to the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) will provide the Oil and Gas Commission with enabling
powers to exempt oil and gas development permit holders from requirements of the Dormancy and
Shutdown Regulation (DSR) in circumstances that merit it and to impose conditions on the
exemptions. The DSR requires permit holders to clean up oil and gas well sites within prescribed time
periods. The exemption power will provide flexibility to address technical issues, minimize unnecessary
surface disturbance and improve efficiency.
An amendment to the Safety Standards Act will enable the development of regulations for the safety
oversight of trampoline parks and other similar amusement devices. 
An amendment to the Treaty First Nation Taxation Act will establish a regulation-making power to
provide, or enable, time-limited property tax exemptions for eligible Treaty members or constituents for
property on eligible Treaty lands of a Treaty First Nation.


• Bill 17, Protected Areas of British Columbia Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Third Reading
on October 7, 2021. The Bill revises the description, names and boundaries of a number of provincial
parks. Most provisions take effect on December 15, 2021. Access Bill 17 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminder


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Blueberry River First Nations reach agreement on existing permits, restoration funding
On October 7, 2021, Blueberry River First Nations and the Province announced that they have
reached an initial agreement to support healing the land while providing stability and certainty for
forestry and oil and gas permit holders in Blueberry’s traditional territory in the immediate term.
The agreement follows the historic June 29, 2021, BC Supreme Court ruling in Blueberry River First
Nations (Yahey) v. Province of British Columbia, which determined the Treaty 8 rights of the Blueberry
River First Nations have been breached by development authorized by the provincial government over
many years.
Under the agreement, the Province will establish a $35-million fund for Blueberry to undertake
activities to heal the land. In addition, $30 million will be allocated to support the Blueberry River First
Nations in protecting their Indigenous way of life. Access BC Supreme Court decision at:
https://www.bccourts.ca/jdb-txt/sc/21/12/2021BCSC1287.htm
Access Treaty 8 information at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/consultingwith-first-nations/first-nations-negotiations/first-nations-a-z-listing/treaty-8-first-nations


Province taking action to recycle more products
Reminder: On September 10, 2021, BC’s Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
announced that electric-vehicle batteries, mattresses, single-use fuel canisters and fire extinguishers
are among the products that will be eligible for province-wide recycling as part of a five-year plan to
advance recycling in British Columbia. Other items to be added to BC’s Recycling Regulation and the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) strategy include more electronic products such as solar
panels, more types of lithium-ion batteries, electric-vehicle chargers and e-cigarettes.
Access the EPR Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


New guidelines help engineers, geoscientists to integrate natural asset management
Newly-published professional practice guidelines from the provincial regulator aim to ensure that
British Columbia’s engineering and geoscience professionals are considering natural asset
management in their planning and decision-making processes alongside their engineered green and
grey infrastructure, says the CEO of Engineers and Geoscientists BC.
The regulator also partnered with the Municipal Natural Assets Initiative (MNAI) to produce a
companion document that offers detailed guidance on how to effectively integrate natural assets into
asset management for local governments.
Natural assets such as urban green spaces, parks, wetlands and protected areas can provide
important stormwater management services, reduce flooding, offer recreation spaces, and buffer the
effect of extreme heat in urban settings. 
Access the Professional Practice Guidelines at:
https://www.egbc.ca/app/Practice-Resources/Individual-Practice/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMWZVWX2LETUSHVF3LMTH6M24ZLTN/Local%20Government%20Asset%20Management


Access Natural Assets Management Considerations for Engineering and Geoscience Professionals at: 
https://mnai.ca/media/2021/09/MNAI-EGBC-companion-guide-mar2021-104.pdf
Source/courtesy: Environmental Science & Engineering Magazine


*
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MANITOBA - Legislature
The fall sitting of the third session of the 42nd legislature began on October 6, 2021, with a condensed two-week
sitting focused on completing the Budget 2021 financial process including the introduction and passage of the
Budget Implementation and Tax Statutes Amendment Act (BITSA). 


MANITOBA - Announcements


Manitoba allocates fund to support organic waste reduction and recycling
On October 6, 2021, the Government of Manitoba announced that it is providing $8.7 million to
municipalities, companies and organizations to fund organic waste reduction and support recycling
initiatives. The funding will help divert organic materials from landfills through composting initiatives
that will reduce greenhouse emissions but also contribute to high-quality plants and crops. Funding will
also go towards supporting residential hazardous waste management, education, and communication
with stakeholders around recycling priorities. More information on Manitoba's recycling and waste
diversion programming is available on the Conservation and Climate website at
www.manitoba.ca/sd/wastewise.


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Legislature
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until November 2, 2021. 


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations
Carbon-pricing system for large emitters one step closer
On October 8, 2021, the provincial government posted the proposed Reporting and Reduction of
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard to support its output-based pricing system for large emitters, for
public review and comment.
Since Jan. 1, 2019, large emitters of greenhouse gases in New Brunswick have been subject to the federal
system while a provincial one was being developed.
The federal government approved in principle the province’s system in September 2020. Changes to the
province’s Climate Change Act, which were necessary to make the transition from the federal system to the
provincial one, were introduced in November 2020.
In June 2021, the provincial government published the Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulation
under the Climate Change Act to provide supporting information for the output-based pricing system.
The Reporting and Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard is intended to further support the
legislation and regulation.
The New Brunswick output-based pricing system will drive incremental greenhouse gas reductions in the
province’s industrial and electricity generation sectors. Facilities that emit 50,000 tonnes or more of
greenhouse gas emissions annually will be required to participate in the system. Facilities that emit between
10,000 tonnes to 50,000 tonnes may voluntarily opt-in.
The public review and comment period for the proposed standard will be from October 8 to November  5,
2021. Comments on the proposal can be sent to: NBOBPS-STFRNB@gnb.ca.
Access the standard at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-Climatiques/the-reporting-and-reduction-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-standard.pdf


*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  - Legislature
The House of Assembly will reconvene for the fall sitting on Monday, October 18, 2021.Access Assembly broadcast
channel and House of Assembly website at: www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Webcast/live_video_audio.aspx.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
A speech from the throne, delivered by Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, opened the first session of the 64th general
assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature on October 12, 2021. 
The government’s made-in-Nova Scotia solutions to help grow the economy include introducing environmental
legislation to adopt green measures, aggressive targets and other solutions for climate-friendly, sustainable
development. The speech from the throne is available at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/throne-speech


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
The second session of the 42nd Parliament was opened by the Speech from the Throne on October 4, 2021.
Access speech at: https://news.ontario.ca/en/speech/1000920/protecting-ontarios-progress


• Bill 5,  An Act respecting York Region Wastewater. This government Bill, proposed by the Hon.
David Piccini, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, received Second Reading on
October 7, 2021. The Bill suspends the Minister’s decision-making on the Upper York Sewage
Solutions Undertaking and prohibits all actions by the Regional Municipality of York related to that
undertaking. The government has established an Advisory Panel to provide advice on options to address
wastewater servicing capacity needs in York Region. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b005_e.pdf


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


The following are a selection of regulations related to changes in programs and services to be administered
by conservation authorities under a transition to cost-apportioning agreements with participating
municipalities. For full details, consult the series of regulations posted under the Conservation Authorities Act
in the October 16, 2021 edition of the Ontario Gazette.
Access a current critique of the government’s conservation area plans and related Minister’s Zoning Orders
(MZOs) at: 
https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/government/2021/09/advocates-say-mzos-not-only-way-to-expedite-projects?ct=t(DCN_2021_09/22)&mc_cid=bb1627c8c7&mc_eid=3cff3685b3


Published on e-Laws: October 4, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 16, 2021 
O. Reg. 686/21: Mandatory programs and services under the Conservation Authorities Act
This regulation, filed on October 1, 2021 under the province’s Conservation Authorities Act, lists
mandatory programs and services administered and delivered by the province’s conservation
authorities covering:
• risks from natural hazards, including: floods; droughts; ice management;
• requirements for the conservation and management of lands;
• components required by the Source Protection Authority under the Clean Water Act; and
• additional requirements for the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority.
A new amendment re: administering and enforcing the Act states:


8. An authority shall provide programs and services to ensure that the authority satisfies its duties,
functions and responsibilities to administer and enforce the provisions of Parts VI and VII of the Act and
any regulations made under those Parts.


The Regulation comes into force on January 1, 2022. 
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21686#BK21


Published on e-Laws: October 4, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 16, 2021 
O. Reg. 687/21: Transition plans and agreements for programs and services under section
21.1.2 of the Conservation Authorities Act
Among other rules, this regulation, filed October 1, 2021, under the province’s Conservation
Authorities Act, stipulates that an authority is required to enter into one or more cost apportioning
agreements with participating municipalities by January 1, 2024. To facilitate the transition of programs
and services:
• every authority shall, on or before December 31, 2021, develop a transition plan that includes a


timeline for the authority to meet the requirements for the first and second phases of the transition
period; and


• every authority shall prepare an inventory that lists all the programs and services that the authority
provides as of February 28, 2022.


Within 30 days after the transition date, the authority shall submit to the participating municipalities and
to the Ministry, (a) the final version of the inventory; and (b) confirmation that the authority has entered
into all necessary cost apportioning agreements with the participating municipalities.
Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21687


- 9 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, October 15, 2021







ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: October 4, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 16, 2021 
O. Reg. 688/21: Rules of conduct in conservation areas address snowmobiles
Among other rules, this regulation, filed October 1, 2021, under the province’s Conservation
Authorities Act, stipulates that:


15. No person shall operate an all-terrain vehicle, an off-road vehicle or a motorized snow vehicle in a conservation
area, except, (a) under a permit issued by an authority and in a place designated by the authority for the operation,
with permits, of all-terrain vehicles, off-road vehicles or motorized snow vehicles; or
(b) in a place designated by an authority for the operation, without permits, of all-terrain vehicles, off-road vehicles
or motorized snow vehicles.


Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21688


The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 652/21: Air Pollution - Discharges of SO2 from nickel smelting and refining facilities
in the Sudbury area
This Regulation, which applies primarily to the Glencore Sudbury smelting facility and the Vale
Sudbury smelting facilities, sets out deadlines governing discharges of SO2 emissions from 2022 on.
Access the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21652


The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 653/21: Air Pollution - Local Air Quality - amendments exempt discharges of SO2
from designated nickel smelting and refining facilities
Section 5 of Ontario Regulation 419/05 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(2) Part II of this Regulation, except for sections 24, 24.1 and 27.1, does not apply to discharges of sulphur
dioxide from a facility referred to in section 2 of Ontario Regulation 652/21 (Air Pollution - Discharge of
Sulphur Dioxide from Nickel Smelting and Refining Facilities in the Sudbury Area) made under the Act on
and after the date on which that Regulation first applies to the facility.


Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21653


The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
New Agency to streamline authorizations for certain activities that impact species at risk
On September 16, 2021, O. Reg. 651/21 (Agency) was filed under the provincial Endangered Species
Act (ESA). This new regulation established a new provincial agency, the Species Conservation Action
Agency to administer the Species at Risk Conservation Fund and to streamline authorizations for certain
activities that impact species at risk. 
This regulation prescribes rules for the Agency’s operations, the composition of its board of directors,
and sets additional terms and conditions on how the Agency will administer the Fund.
Access O.Reg. 561/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21651


The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 656/21: Five-year report by Species Conservation Action Agency 
On September 17, 2021, O. Reg. 656/21 (Five-year Report by Agency) was filed. This new Minister’s
regulation sets out the required content of the five-year report that the ESA requires the Species
Conservation Action Agency to provide following the fifth anniversary of the day the Agency is
established by regulation, and every five years thereafter. Access O. Reg. 656/21 at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21656


ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Blue Box Registration and reporting deadlines
Reminder: Under the Blue Box Regulation, producers were to have completed their Registration Form
and emailed it as an attachment to registry@rpra.ca by October 1, 2021. 
For more information on who is obligated as a producer, visit the RPRA website at:
https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/regulation/producers/
Access more information on 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf
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ONTARIO Compliance reminder (continued)


Municipal reporting under the Blue Box Regulation 
Reminder: Municipal reporting is now open and is being facilitated through two reports: the Initial
Report and the Transition Report. All municipalities and local services board areas were required to
submit the Initial Report to the Authority by September 30, 2021. Municipalities must complete their
reporting forms and email them as attachments to registry@rpra.ca by the appropriate deadline(s).
More information on reporting forms and deadlines is provided at: 
https://rpra.ca/2021/08/municipal-reporting-under-the-blue-box-regulation-now-open/
Access presentation slides from RPRA’s webinar focused on Blue Box producer requirements at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Blue-Box-for-Producer_August-18-2021_Final.pdf


ONTARIO Consultations


Provide feedback on RPRA's proposed 2022 fees for new excess soils registry  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed 2022 Registry
fees for excess soil. These are fees that registry users pay to cover the Authority’s costs for building,
maintaining and operating the Excess Soil Registry. Stakeholders are invited to submit their feedback by
email via Consultations@rpra.ca by November 12, 2021. Direct questions related to the Excess Soil
Regulation to the ministry at: MECP.LandPolicy@ontario.ca
Find out more about the consultation process at:
https://rpra.ca/consultations/current-consultations/proposed-2022-registry-fees-for-excess-soil/


Soil Registry FQA:
• When will fees for the Excess Soil Registry be charged? RPRA says the registry will open for the


regulated community to begin filing notices in December 2021. Fees are charged upon completion of
the initial notice filing, whether it’s a Project Area Notice, Reuse Site Notice, or Residential
Development Soil Depot Notice. 
• When will notice filings be required? There are three types of notice filings that need to be made 


through the Excess Soil Registry:
- Notice filings for Residential Development Soil Depots can be made by an Owner, Operator, or


Authorized Person. This notice will be required before excess soil is deposited on a Residential
Development Soil Depot Site if the depot commences operation on or after January 1, 2022.  If the
depot was already in operation when the requirement to file a notice comes into effect, the notice
should be filed ahead of January 1, 2022.
- Notice filings for Reuse Sites. These will be required starting January 1, 2022, and apply to a Reuse


Site that expects at least 10,000 m3 of excess soil to be deposited.
- Notice filings regarding excess soil from project areas can be made by a project leader or


authorized person and may require retaining a Qualified Person. These notices will be required from
January 1, 2022, before soil that will become excess soil is removed from the project area.
Find out more about notice filing requirements at:
https://rpra.ca/faq/?faq_id=16001&faq_program=112#faq-16001


Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of the
Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


Related resources: 
• Qualified Persons Community of Ontario launches sub-committees. QPCO has now launched sub-
committees around excess soils, RSCs, and risk assessment. Join the community at: https://qpco.ca
• A new Canadian Urban Institute tool provides examples of by-law language and guidance for municipalities
to use in creating or updating key sections of these by-laws.  Access at: https://www.excesssoils.com
• The Protocol for Analytical Methods Used in the Assessment of Properties under Part XV.1 of the
Environmental Protection Act, updated on July 1, 2021, is incorporated in Ontario Regulation 153/04 Records
of Site Condition. It provides specific requirements for laboratory sample submission, analysis and data reporting.
Access the amended Protocol at:
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1006/3-6-12-protocol-for-analytical-methods-en.pdf
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act
# 019-2986; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 7, 2021. 
The Ministry gives notice that new regulations have been finalized (see p.9 of this issue of EHSRA) to focus
conservation authorities on their core mandate by prescribing mandatory programs and services they must
provide, giving municipalities greater control over what conservation authority (CA) programs and services
they will fund, and consolidating “Conservation Areas” regulations. These regulations are listed in EHSRA in
the Ontario Gazette Notices section. Access notice and links to supporting materials at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• Amendment to the Development Charges Act, 1997 to extend the 10-year planned
level of service to 20 years for the Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE)
# 21-MMAH028; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to extend the time horizon for the planned level of service for the YNSE under
the Development Charges Act  from 10 to 20 years. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


Related Regulatory Register posting: Proposal Number: 21-MMAH023, “Proposed new regulatory provisions to
implement proposed amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997 to extend the 10-year planned level of service
to 20 years for the Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE)”  and proposed on October 7, covers related regulatory
provisions with a narrow comment deadline of November 1, 2021. Access at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39109


• Clarifying the authority to change the classes of projects to which a class
environmental assessment process applies
# 019-4189; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 21, 2021. 
The Environmental Assessment Act includes authority to amend a Class EA by regulation or by Minister’s
amendment. The government is proposing a minor amendment to the Environmental Assessment Act to
clarify that the authority includes changing the classes (or types) of projects to which a Class EA applies.
According to the government, the amendment will support a smooth transition to a modernized EA program
by clarifying that the authority to amend a Class EA and a Class EA approval includes changing the classes
of projects that can follow a Class EA. In the event that the authority to move a project type from an
individual/comprehensive EA to a Class EA process is used, that proposed change would be consulted on.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4189


• Improving the graduated regulatory approach to mine closure: A proposal to review
requirements for low-impact mining projects
# 019-4445; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. 
Comment deadline:December 6, 2021. 
The government is proposing to update aspects of the regulatory framework for mineral development in
Ontario for activities that have been identified as having a lower potential for environmental impact which in
turn may correlate to a lower potential for impact to Aboriginal and/or treaty rights.
Access the ERO Notice and supporting document “Improving the graduated regulatory approach to mine
closure.docx” at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4445


• Establishing a public registry for mining and exploratory licences of occupation
information
# 019-4442; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. 
Comment deadline:November 21, 2021. 
The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) is proposing to
amend the Mining Act to establish a public registry for mining and exploratory licences of occupation. The
registry would be accessible through the Mining Lands Administrative System (MLAS) allowing easier
access to ministry information. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4442 


• A Graduated Approach to Closure Planning - Regulation Name Change
# 21-ENDM023; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry  on October 7, 2021.
Comment deadline:Nov. 21, 2021
The ministry proposes to change the name of O. Reg. 240/00 (currently Mine Development and Closure
Under Part VII of the Act) to include a reference to advanced exploration closure plans and strengthen the
graduated approach to advanced exploration and mine production closure planning. Access Regulatory
Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39192
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Related Regulatory Register posting: In a related posting, “Amendments to the Mine Development and Closure
Regulation (O. Reg. 240/00)”, the Ministry is proposing to amend O. Reg. 240/00 to update two outdated references to
third-party guidance documents and correct an inappropriate chemical test for monitoring programs. Access Regulatory
Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39193


• Recovery of Minerals (from abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds)
# 019-4452; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021.
Comment deadline:Nov. 21, 2021
The ministry is proposing amendments to the Mining Act to support the recovery of minerals at current
operating, closed or abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds in Ontario through reprocessing of minerals,
including critical minerals.
Under the current Mining Act, a person cannot conduct extraction or reprocessing activities of tailings and
mine waste for the purpose of sale, without filing a mine production closure plan covering all mine hazards
on the site (beyond just the mine waste). Access ERO posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39195


Related Regulatory Register postings: 
“Retention of Proceeds from Testing Activities on Leases and Patented Lands” at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39191;
“Regulatory amendments related to retaining proceeds from the sale of samples taken from unpatented mining claims”:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39188


• Proposal to amend the Public Lands Act to support red tape reduction
# 21-MNRF021; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline:November 21, 2021
Notable changes would provide a greater ability to make public lands available for economic and resource-
based development opportunities, particularly in the North. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=38807


• Proposed Additional Delegation of Planning Decisions
# 21-MMAH025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 21, 2021
Changes are being proposed to the Planning Act, Municipal Act, 2001 and City of Toronto Act, 2006 that
would provide municipalities with discretionary authority to delegate additional decisions to committees of
council or municipal staff for minor amendments to zoning by-laws. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39089


Access ERO listing at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4419


• Proposed amendments to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to Reduce Red-Tape 
# 21-MNRF024; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline:November 21, 2021
The NDMNRF is proposing changes to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to allow the Ministry to develop
new authorizations and regulations for the harvesting of Crown forest resources for personal, non-
commercial use. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39067


• Proposed amendments to the Professional Foresters Act
# 21-MNRF025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline:November 21, 2021
Proposed changes to the Professional Foresters Act will improve the delivery of professional forestry in
Ontario by better defining the scope of practice of professional forestry. Access Regulatory Register listing
at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


• Administrative Penalties Regulation made under the Resource Recovery and Circular
Economy Act, 2016
# 019-0045; proposal updated by the Ministry of Transportation on October 5, 2021. Comment deadline:November 19, 2021
The government is proposing a new administrative penalties regulation to help ensure that producers,
manufacturers and importers of tires, batteries, electrical and electronic equipment, blue box materials and
hazardous and special products comply with requirements for the collection and end-of-life management of
the materials they supply in Ontario. 
The proposed administrative penalties regulation establishes a procedure for the Resource Productivity
and Recovery Authority to issue an order to pay an administrative penalty for non-compliance with
provisions in five regulations listed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016.
N.B.This notice was originally published with a 45-day consultation period ending on November 1, 2021.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0045. 
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• York Region Wastewater Act, 2021
# 019-4438; Exception posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 5, 2021. 
Because the Bill remains consistent with the description of the proposal for Bill 306 which died on the
Order Paper when the Legislature was prorogued on September 3, 2021 and which had previously been
posted on the Registry, the Minster has concluded that the environmentally significant aspects of Bill 5
have already been considered in a process of public participation that is substantially equivalent to posting
Bill 5 for public comment pursuant to section 15 of the EBR.
Access details of the exception at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4438


• Automated Vehicles Pilot Project
# 019-4400; posted by the Ministry of Transportation on September 29, 2021. Comment deadline:November 13, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is soliciting public comment on proposed amendments to the Ontario
Regulation 306/15: Pilot Project - Automated Vehicles and related amendments to Revised Regulations of
Ontario 1990, Regulation 628: Vehicle Permits.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4400


• Amendments to Ontario Regulation 242/08 (General Regulation – Endangered Species
Act, 2007) relating to upcoming changes to the Species at Risk in Ontario List
# 019-4280; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 7, 2021
This proposed change supports proponents in undertaking actions that are beneficial for species at risk
more quickly, as they allow certain activities to proceed without the need to obtain an ESA permit, while still
maintaining protections for species at risk. Proponents conducting activities that are eligible for conditional
exemptions would continue to need to register their activity with the ministry (where required); and be
required to minimize adverse effects to the species and complete required monitoring and reporting
requirements as applicable. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4280


• Minister’s Order for temporary suspension of protection upon the listing of Black Ash
under the Endangered Species Act
# 019-4278; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 7, 2021
The Ministry is proposing a Minister’s regulation to temporarily pause the protections for Black Ash under
the Endangered Species Act, for two years from the time it is added to the Species at Risk in Ontario List
regulation. This would allow time to develop an approach to support Black Ash protection and recovery that
considers social and economic impacts.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4278


• Hazardous Waste Digital Reporting Service Modernization
# 019-2332; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 18, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 2, 2020
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. Access ERO posting at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2332


• Regulatory Amendments to the Modernizing Ontario for People and Businesses Act, 2020
#21-MEDJCT016; Proposal posted on the Regulatory Register on September 14, 2021 by the Ministry of Economic Development.
Comment deadline: October 29, 2021
The Ministry is proposing a regulatory amendment to the Modernizing Ontario for People and Businesses
Act, 2020 (MOPBA) that will remove the exemptions from electronic submission of documents applying to
the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) under requirements within the
Environmental Assessment Act,1990. Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=4_6iPIw0xvfiOLTB7gQalM9?language=en&postingId=38867


• Modernizing Ontario’s Vehicle Inspection Program & Integrating Safety and
Emissions Inspections for Commercial Vehicles
# 013-4689; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transport on September 8, 2021. Comment deadline: October 23, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation is proposing to introduce new regulatory requirements for garages and
technicians to participate in a Vehicle Inspection Program, replacing the Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
(MVIS) program. Changes will integrate safety and emission standards and move on-road vehicle emission
standards to the Highway Traffic Act. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4277 


*
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ONTARIO Announcements


Ontario Supporting Renewable Energy for Sustainable Communities  
On September 28, 2021, the Ontario government announced that Sifton Properties' West 5
development, a 70-acre multi-use community, has been selected as the demonstration site for the new
community net metering model (CNM). In a CNM model, a community can generate its own electricity
using renewable sources and send excess power to the grid for a credit on their electricity bill. 
Access release at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000890/ontario-supporting-renewable-energy-for-sustainable-communities


*


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - The are no new legislative developments for this issue.


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


The François Legault government will prorogue the National Assembly and launch a new parliamentary session on October
19, setting the stage for the government's next election campaign. The new session will begin with a speech from the throne,
which will outline the government's priorities for the final months of its current mandate. 
Prorogation ends work on all bills before the legislature, though the government can bring back legislation it considers
essential and pick up where it left off. It's expected that the prorogation will not change anything for Bill 96, which has reached
the clause-by-clause stage, and the tabling of amendments to the vast reform of Bill 101 or the Charter of the French
Language from Minister Simon Jolin-Barrette. 


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions (2021, c. 24)
This recently-sanctioned Act amends the Act respecting the conservation and development of wildlife
in a number of ways. Certain functions and powers of wildlife protection officers and other persons
involved in enforcing that Act, in particular powers relating to inspection and control and powers
relating to seizure and confiscation of property, are defined. Among other things, the procedure under
the Act, for establishing wildlife preserves is amended, as are the conditions for carrying on activities in
these preserves and in wildlife habitats. The Act also allows the Minister to require that carrying on an
activity in a wildlife habitat be conditional on payment of financial compensation. Access Bill 88, as
published in the Gazette Officielle [p.4166] at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105269.pdf


QUEBEC Gazette notices


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Corrections to the French text and the English text of the Regulation respecting
halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits 
Ordered as follows:


The French text and the English text of the Regulation respecting halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the
issuance of offset credits, made by Order of the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change
dated 11 June 2021 regarding the Regulation respecting halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance
of offset credits, are amended by replacing, in subparagraph b of the first paragraph of section 59,
—“HFC-143a” by “HFC-134a”;
—“HFC-254fa” by “HFC-245fa”.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105309.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette notices (continued)


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the recovery and reclamation of
products by enterprises 
This amendment, under the Environment Quality Act, attempts to clarify the complex series of rules
governing the province’s recycling and extended producer responsibility system.
It makes an enterprise subject to the Regulation, under certain conditions, if it is an enterprise that has
no domicile or establishment in Québec or an enterprise that operates a transactional website by
means of which another enterprise that has no domicile or establishment in Québec markets, in
Québec, a new product covered by that Regulation.
General provisions
The draft Regulation provides, in particular, for the following:
• postponement of and changes to the minimum recovery rates applicable to products already covered


by the Regulation respecting the recovery and reclamation of products by enterprises;
• introduction of eco-design and circular economy objectives that, if attained, will reduce the required


minimum recovery rate;
• granting of compensations for purposes of calculating the minimum recovery rate to be attained,


based on the quantity of products recovered prior to January 1, 2022;
• replacement of the obligation to pay a sum to the Fund for the Protection of the Environment and the


Waters in the Domain of the State in case of failure to attain the minimum recovery rate by the
obligation to implement a remediation program to enhance the recovery and reclamation plan in order
to attain that minimum recovery rate in subsequent years;


• an obligation to recover and reclaim products covered by the Regulation according to a program
developed pursuant to section 5;


• changes to the minimum requirements concerning drop-off centres and services offered in northern
communities covered by section 17;


• changes aimed at promoting public access to information concerning the recovery program and its
performance; and


• relaxing of operating rules for recovery and reclamation programs, auditing of service providers,
annual reporting and audit rules.
New categories
In addition, the draft Regulation adds three new categories of products to the Regulation respecting
the recovery and reclamation of products by enterprises: agricultural products [p.4559]; pressurized
fuel containers [p.4562]; and pharmaceutical products [p.4563]; and adds new subcategories of
products.
Finally, the draft Regulation makes the necessary adjustments regarding monetary administrative
penalties applicable in case of non-compliance and penal sanctions applicable in case of an offence,
as well as certain transitional provisions and certain necessary technical adjustments.


The content and impact of this highly-detailed and complex regulation will be analyzed in the next
edition of EHSRA. Access the full text of the Regulation in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105312.pdf


October 6, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils 
The purpose of this Regulation is to prescribe the fees payable to cover the costs of the
implementation of traceability measures to ensure that excavated contaminated soils are discharged
in a site where they may be received.
This regulation provides that fees of $229 per metric tonne of soils are payable by the owner of the
soils, the project owner for work or the party causing the discharge for any quantity of contaminated
soils transported from their site of origin. However, for the cases provided in section 3 of the
Regulation, the fees are payable from the time the excavated contaminated soils are transported from
a receiving site and are payable by the manager of that site. The fees must be paid in full within 30
days following notification by the MEFCC of a notice of claim.
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Key dates in gradual implementation schedule
Implementing the Contaminated Soils Regulation and the Regulation respecting the fees payable with
respect to the traceability of excavated contaminated soils will take place in three phases. 
The first phase is scheduled as of the coming into force of the two regulations on November 1, 2021,
and will run until December 31, 2021: the two regulations will apply solely to the transportation, from
the site of origin, of a quantity of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 5,000 metric tonnes,
excavated in connection with work having begun on or after November 1, 2021.
The second phase will begin on January 1, 2022, and the two regulations will then apply to the
transportation of a quantity of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 1,000 metric tonnes, from
the site of origin or from a receiving site, unless the soils are covered by a private agreement entered
into on or before July 7, 2021, (the date on which the Regulation was enacted) or the soils are covered
by a contract entered into following a public call for tenders or by the private sector of which the notice
was published on or after July 7, 2021.
The final phase, which will begin on January 1, 2023, provides that the two regulations will apply to all
transportation of excavated contaminated soils carried out on that date or thereafter, regardless of
when the excavation work of these soils will have begun. The provisions of the Regulation applicable
to the carrier of the soils will also apply as of January 1, 2023.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105296.pdf
Source/courtesy: related legal analysis by Mélissa Devost; Norton Rose Fullbright LLP; at: 
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/880f0f60/traceability-of-excavated-contaminated-soils-phased-implementation-of-regulatory-requirements


September 22, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Mandatory reporting of certain emissions of contaminants into the atmosphere  
The draft Regulation updates the tables concerning high heat value by fuel type, emission factors by
fuel type and default greenhouse gas emission factors for Canadian provinces and certain North
American markets. It also makes minor adjustments to the information to be provided regarding the
communication of the greenhouse gas emissions report for 2021.
Access details in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105275.pdf


Order assigns protection to a maritime territory situated in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
The Order assigns temporary protection status to a maritime territory situated in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, in the Gaspésie‒Îles-de-la-Madeleine region, as Réserve aquatique projetée du Banc-des-
Américains, and establishment of the plan and the conservation plan of that area. Access the Gazette
Notice at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105276.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly is scheduled to reconvene on October 27, 2021.


SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices


The Environmental Management and Protection (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption)
Regulation adopts revised Hydrostatic Testing Chapter and updates ESA standard
The Environmental Management and Protection (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption)
Regulations, pursuant to The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2010, is
amended as of September 9, 2021. The amendment stipulates that The Legislation Act applies
to the Code (it was formerly The Interpretation Act), adopts the revised Hydrostatic Testing Chapter, and replaces
the 2013 version of the Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Standard with the 2018 version.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


The Forest Resources Management (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption) Amendment
Regulations, 2021
The Forest Resources Management (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption) Amendment Regulations,
2021, are in force as of September 9, 2021. Access Gazette via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850
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SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices (continued)


Saskatchewan Gazette Part II, September 17, 2021
Representative Area Ecological Reserves Amendment Regulations, 2021. 
The amendment, which replaces Schedule 4 addressing the designation of ecological reserves and establishes
the Lobstick Lake Representative Area, took effect on September 9, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


Amendments to The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Regulation now in force
Amendments to The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Regulation took effect on September 9,
2021. The amendment replaces the land descriptions in item 142, 225, 297, 383, 921, 1401,1431, and 1437. 
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


• Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Boards release updated guidance docs
The Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie Valley released Guide to the Land Use Permitting Process and
Guide to the Water Licensing Process. Both documents and various forms can be accessed at:
https://mvlwb.com/lwbsrelease-updated-guidance-documents.


• Consultations on Wek'èezhìi Boreal Caribou Range Plan
Reminder: On August 18, 2021, the NT government announced a draft interim range plan for boreal
caribou in the Wek’èezhı̀ı region. Access details and related consultation at: 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/have-your-say-wekeezhii-interim-boreal-caribou-range-plan


• Study on impacts of permafrost thaw released
Researchers at the Northwest Territories Geological Survey and the NWT Centre for Geomatics
recently released a study on the downstream impacts of permafrost thaw. The research article is
available at: https://tc.copernicus.org/articles/15/3059/2021/.


Nunavut 
The Legislative Assembly was dissolved on September 19, 2021.  
A general election will be held on October 25, 2021.


• Deadline on consultations on updated Draft Land Use Plan extended
The Nunavut Planning Commission recently released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which
sets out guidelines for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area. The
deadline on written submissions on the draft plan was recently extended to October 8, 2021. The
Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator


Indigenous Advisory Committee releases its Three-Year Work Plan, 2021–2024
On October 12, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator’s Indigenous Advisory Committee (IAC) released
its Three-Year Work Plan, 2021–2024. The IAC’s work is aligned with the CER’s Strategic Plan and
focuses on five shared priorities:
- Relationships and Governance
- Implementing the UN Declaration
- Cultural Competency and Change Management
- Indigenous Peoples’ Involvement in Regulatory Oversight
- Crown Consultation and Accommodation.
View the Indigenous Advisory Committee’s three-year work plan, 2021–2024 at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/who-we-are-what-we-do/organization-structure/indigenous-advisory-committee/indigenous-advisory-committee-iac-three-year-work-plan/index.html


ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to March 31, 2022
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has again been extended to March 31,
2022, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


Alberta Energy inviting expressions of Interest for Carbon Sequestration Tenure Management
Reminder: On September 9, 2021, Alberta Energy issued a bulletin declaring that a Request for
Expressions of Interest (REOI) in Alberta Energy’s process for carbon sequestration tenure
management was open.  Access more information at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx.  
Questions related to the carbon sequestration tenure management competitive process can be emailed
directly to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-40 New Functionality Moving to OneStop
On October 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that, effective October 21, 2021, new
functionality will be added to the OneStop platform, featuring: an enhanced search (Elasticsearch) function;
enhancements to OneStop's submissions functionality; an enhanced capabiilty to handle aggregate
management plans; and updated guidance on the application process for borrow pit dispositions.
Details on other enhancements and fixes will be made available at the time of release in What's New in
OneStop, found on the OneStop landing page under "Enhancements and Fixes". New quick reference
guides (QRGs) will be posted on the OneStop landing page to support Elasticsearch, and aggregate
management plans. Updates to some Public Lands QRGs will also be posted to reflect borrow pits and
minor changes made to the tool. Access bulletin and related links at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-40 


• Bulletin 2021-39 New AEP Directive for In Situ Projects with Non-saline Groundwater in Contact
with Bitumen
On September 29, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) issued Directive for the Assessment of
Non-saline Groundwater in Direct Contact with Bitumen for In Situ Operations. This directive sets out
requirements that in situ operators that hold, or are applying for, an approval must follow for assessing and
managing non-saline groundwater in contact with bitumen.
For more information, contact the AER at: InSitu.Hydrogeology@aer.ca. 
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ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) bulletins (continued)


• Bulletin 2021-38 New Statement of Concern Form
On September 28, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a new statement of concern (SOC)
form to make the submission process more user friendly. The new form is in HTML format and is embedded
on the AER website. As a result, the form can be viewed and submitted on various devices (e.g., cell phone,
tablet, laptop etc.). 
If Albertans have specific concerns about a company’s proposed energy development, they can submit a
statement of concern (SOC) about a current AER application that describes specific concerns about a
company’s development plans.
Access bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/statement-of-concern


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminders


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass. Access the Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Province launches comprehensive royalty review, releases independent assessment
On October 7, 2021, the Province announced it is launching a comprehensive review of BC’s
decades-old oil and gas royalty system to ensure it is aligned with the government’s climate goals. 
A discussion paper will be released in November. The findings of the engagement will be made
available in a What We Heard report. The outcomes of the review will be released in February 2022. 
Access more about the Province’s Royalty Review at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/royaltyreview 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins 


(INDB 2021-05) Commission announces vaccination requirement for contractors
On October 12, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) will require proof of COVID-19
vaccination from all employees and contractors, both office and field-based, in the next three months.
Access release at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-announces-vaccination-requirement-for-staff-and-contractors-ib-2021-05/


(INDB 2021-27) Emergency Management Reg. sets new rules for pipelines and facilities
Reminder: On September 29, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that amendments to the Emergency
Management Regulation (EMR) are now in effect. The amendments stipulate, among other things:
• A full-scale exercise must be conducted before the start-up for a new facility or transmission pipeline.
• When the Commission evaluates an exercise, it can require specific follow-up action.
• Information relating to an emergency response plan is required to be provided to local Indigenous


nations, including consideration of any cultural sites likely to be used by their members.
• The determination of Emergency Planning Zones is updated to provide more flexibility in calculating


the hazard planning distances for special sour and acid gas wells.
• Airport operators must be provided information relating to an emergency response plan and must have


their contact information included in an emergency response plan.
• Updates to spill reporting requirements to address recent changes to the Spill Reporting Regulation


under the Environmental Management Act.
• Enhancements to clarify timelines required to report emergencies, the obligation to respond in


accordance with the emergency response plan and incident classification matrix.
The Commission is preparing updates to the existing Emergency Management Manual, which will be
published shortly. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/emergency-management-regulation-amendments-indb-2021-27/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins (continued)


(INDB 2021-26) Transfer of Permit Applications Submission Change
Effective October 5, 2021, the third phase of BC OGC’s program to digitize applications in eSubmission
will be completed when Permit Transfer Application forms and schedules will be replaced by the new
system. The Commission’s Permit Operations and Administration manual and eSubmission User Guide
is being updated to reflect these changes. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/transfer-of-permit-applications-submission-change-indb-2021-26/


*
SASKATCHEWAN -  Announcements


Saskatchewan welcomes completion of Line 3 replacement project
On September 29, 2021, Saskatchewan acknowledged the completion of the Enbridge Line 3
replacement pipeline, which stretches from Alberta, through Saskatchewan and Manitoba, to Wisconsin.
The current capacity of Enbridge's Mainline system is approximately 2.9 million barrels per day. Once
Line 3 is in service, it will be able to transport roughly 3.2 million barrels per day, an increase of
approximately 300,000 barrels per day, from western Canada to refineries in the US.
The 1,765 kilometre, Line 3 replacement pipeline is the largest project in Enbridge's history and includes
state-of-the-art technology and safety measures. The completion of the project provides restored
capacity of 760,000 barrels per day for shippers.
The Saskatchewan oil and gas sector accounts for 15 per cent of Saskatchewan's GDP. It generated
$5.9 billion in combined value of production in 2020 and more than 29,000 direct and indirect jobs in the
province.
Access the release at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/29/saskatchewan-welcomes-completion-of-line-3-replacement-project


Related item: The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources assessed a fine of $3.32 million against Enbridge Inc. over
construction of its Line 3 oil pipeline replacement. Additional information, including access to the Administrative Penalty Order and
Restoration Order, is available at: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/line3/index.html. 


SASKATCHEWAN -  Announcements
Saskatchewan announces carbon capture priorities
Reminder: On September 7, 2021, Saskatchewan announced the provincial government’s key
priorities to advance private sector investment in carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS). 
Access release at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/07/saskatchewan-announces-carbon-capture-utilization-and-storage-priorities


*
ATLANTIC CANADA -  Reports


Atlantica Centre for Energy report calls energy regulatory reform an Atlantic Canadian
Imperative 
In a discussion paper, posted in September, 2021, Stephen MacMackin, Chair, Atlantica Centre for
Energy says that it is clear that outdated government policies and regulations loom as significant
obstacles to progress to Canada achieving its netzero ambitions.
“In moving forward, we need an agile regulatory environment – one that is progressive, responsive and
modernized. Central among the recommendations in this paper is a cohesive regional effort, bolstered
by a task force empowered by the premiers of the Atlantic provinces, to pursue leading clean energy
innovations – innovations that are enabled by modern energy policies and regulations that are
aligned, clear and efficient”.
Access the discussion paper at: 
http://www.atlanticaenergy.org/uploads/file/publications/Atlantica%20Discussion%20Paper%20-%20Energy%20Regulatory%20Reform%20Sept%2024%202021-FINAL.pdf


More information about the Atlantica Centre is available at: www.atlanticaenergy.org.
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*


Standards, codes and guidelines
WHO Air Quality Guidelines
New World Health Organization (WHO) Global Air Quality Guidelines (AQGs), released on September 23,
2021, provide clear evidence of the damage air pollution inflicts on human health, at even lower
concentrations than previously understood. 
WHO’s new guidelines recommend air quality levels for six pollutants – particulate matter (PM), ozone (O₃),
nitrogen dioxide (NO₂) sulfur dioxide (SO₂) and carbon monoxide (CO).
The guidelines also highlight good practices for the management of certain types of particulate matter (for
example, black carbon/elemental carbon, ultrafine particles, particles originating from sand and dust storms)
for which there is insufficient quantitative evidence to set air quality guideline levels. 
The settings to which these guidelines apply
The present guidelines are applicable to both outdoor and indoor environments. However, they do not cover
occupational settings, owing to the specific characteristics of the relevant exposures and risk reduction
policies. Access the guidelines at: https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/345329
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Table 0.1. Recommended AQG levels and interim targets


Pollutant Averaging time Interim target AQG level


1 2 3 4
_______________________


PM2.5,µg/m3 Annual 35 25 15 10 5
24-hour a 75 50 37.5 25 15


_________________________________________________________________________


PM10, µg/m3 Annual 70 50 30 20 15
24-hour a 150 100 75 50 45


_________________________________________________________________________


O3, µg/m3 Peak seasonb 100 70 - - 60
8-houra 160 120 - - 100


_________________________________________________________________________


NO2, µg/m3 `Annual 40 30 20 - 10
24-hour a 120 50 - - 25


_________________________________________________________________________


SO2, µg/m3 24-hour a 125 50 - - 40
_________________________________________________________________________


CO, mg/m3 24-hour a 7 - - - 4


a 99th percentile (i.e. 3–4 exceedance days per year).
b Average of daily maximum 8-hour mean O3 concentration in the six consecutive months with the highest six-month
running-average O3 concentration.


Table 0.2. Air quality guidelines for nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide and carbon
monoxide (short averaging times) that were not re-evaluated and remain valid


Pollutant Averaging time Air quality guidelines that remain valid
NO2, µg/m3 1-hour 200


SO2, µg/m3 10-minute 500


CO, mg/m3 8-hour 10 
1-hour 35 
15-minute 100


75%
Cut in limit for
nitrogen dioxide,
mainly produced by
diesel engines,
recommended by the
WHO in its first
update in16 years of
air pollution
guidelines.







NFPA  standards


• NFPA debuts three-part NFPA 652 Combustible Dusts online training series
On October 1, 2021, the US-based National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) released a new
online training program centered around combustible dust, an industrial workplace hazard that, if left
unaddressed, can lead to fire, flash fires, and explosion. 
The new learning solution is based on the latest edition of NFPA 652, Standard on the Fundamentals
of Combustible Dust (2019), which mandates the completion of a dust hazard analysis (DHA) for
existing processes and facility compartments where combustible dust may be present. 
The new offering includes three distinct one-hour courses that can be taken individually or as a
complete training trio:


• Combustible Dust Safety Awareness: Course #1;
• Combustible Dust Hazard Evaluation: Course #2; and
• Combustible Dust Controls and Safeguards: Course #3.


Access NFPA 652, Standard on the Fundamentals of Combustible Dust (2019) at:
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=652
Access NFPA release at: https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Publications-and-media/Press-Room/News-releases/2021/NFPA-debuts-three-part-


NFPA-652-Combustible-Dust-Online-Training-Series-that-delves-into-safety


CCME standards - Soil and Groundwater Quality Guidelines


• Canadian Soil and Groundwater Quality Guidelines for the Protection of
Environmental and Human Health: Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS)
Reminder: On September 23, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment posted The
Canadian Soil and Groundwater Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Environmental and Human Health:
Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS).
PFOS is present in numerous products such as firefighting foams, insecticides, coatings used for textiles
and paper, and cleaning products. Access the guideline at: https://ccme.ca/en/res/pfosfactsheeten.pdf


• CCME Natural Infrastructure Framework: Key Concepts, Definitions and Terms 
The framework outlines key concepts and terms that address four distinct climate-related infrastructure
challenges: coastal hazards, riverine floods, municipal storm water, and extreme heat with the intent of
providing a common vocabulary for diverse users. The document is available at:
https://ccme.ca/en/res/niframework_en.pdf 


• Guidance Manual on Managing Air Emissions from Small Solid Biomass Combustors
Available at: https://ccme.ca/en/res/guidancemanualonmanagingairemissionsfromssbcs_en.pdf.


CSA standards update - Environmental Management and Climate Change


• ISO 14031 - Environmental management - Environmental performance evaluation -
Guidelines (New Edition)
The guidance in this generic standard can be used to support an organization’s own approach to
evaluation, including its commitments to environmental compliance, the prevention of pollution and
continual improvement, among others. 
Contact: Shamily Shanmuganathan: shamily.shanmuganathan@csagroup.org
Review closing date: October 30, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) via:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4314
A French language version of the standard can be accessed at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4315


• 10017 - Quality management - Guidance on statistical techniques for ISO 9001:2015
Contact: Melanie Pinatton: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org. Review closing date: November 14, 2021.
Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) via:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4339
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CSA standards update - Occupational health and safety
• New and revised standards address mining equipment and health and safety in mines


CSA recently published a series of standards related to mining equipment and occupational health and safety in
mines. The following are available for review, closing November 20, 2021:
• M424.0 - M424.0 - Underground Mining Mobile Equipment – General requirements. This standard is a 
product family standard and covers general requirements only. For each kind of underground mining mobile 
equipment (below) the product standard is composed by this standard and the relevant specific standard.
• M424.1 - M424.1 - Flameproof non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in gassy underground 
coal mines;
• M424.2 - M424.2 - Non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in non-gassy underground mines;
• M424.3 - M424.3 - Braking Performance - Rubber-Tired, Self-Propelled Underground Mining Machines;
In addition, the following new standard is available for review until December 7, 2021:
• M424.4 - M424.4 - Non-rail-bound, self-propelled, electrically-driven mobile machines for use in non-
gassy underground mines (New Standard)
Details of these standards can be accessed via: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/010


• Z23551-4 - Safety and control devices for gas burners and gas-burning appliances -
Particular requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, constructional and performance requirements of valve-proving systems (VPS),
intended for use with gas burners and gas-burning appliances. 
Contact: jennifer.hess@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: October 24, 2021. Access more
details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4305


• Z23350 - Safety and control devices for gas and/or oil burners and appliances –
General requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, construction, performance and testing requirements for controls for gas burners
and gas burning appliances for use with natural gas, manufactured gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). Review
closing date: October 26, 2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4307


CSA standards update - Nuclear energy
• N288.0 - Requirements for Environmental Management for Nuclear Facilities. Contact: Jon


Lee at jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 14, 2021. Access a review draft of the
standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4341


• N288.6 - Environmental risk assessments at nuclear facilities. Contact: Jon Lee:
jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 26, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard
(free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4344


Reminder: The following nuclear energy related standards were recently listed in the Energy section of CSA’s public review pages
at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/004?pageNum=1&pageSize=20&sort=expiryDate&ascending=True
• N292.7 - Deep geological disposal of radioactive waste and irradiated fuel (New Standard).
• N292.7 - Disposal in deep geological formations of radioactive waste and spent fuel (New standard).
• N289.4 - Testing procedures for seismic qualification of nuclear power plant structures and systems, (New).
• N289.4 - Seismic qualification test procedures for structures, systems and components of nuclear power plants (New edition).


CSA standards update - Fuels storage and handling


• B836 - Storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels at aerodromes
This Standard specifies requirements for the protection of property and the environment associated with
the storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels.
Contact: Colin Moorhouse:
colin.moorhouse@csagroup; Review closing date: November 14, 2021. Access a review draft of the
standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4338


• Z276 - LNG - Production, storage, and handling (New) 
On October 1, 2021, the CSA released a draft 2022 edition of CSAZ276. The public review period will close
on November 30, 2021. Access details at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4358.
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Workplace environment health and
safety report
FEDERAL Legislature
On August 16, 2021, a proclamation was issued for the House of Commons to meet on October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


October 9, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 40
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
Among other things, under Section 3: 


“Vaccination
(3) A private operator or air carrier operating a flight to Canada departing from any other country must notify every person
before the person boards the aircraft for the flight that they may be required, under an order made under section 58 of the
Quarantine Act, to provide, before boarding the aircraft or before entering Canada, to the Minister of Health, a screening
officer or a quarantine officer, by the electronic means specified by that Minister, information related to their COVID-19
vaccination and evidence of COVID-19 vaccination. The private operator or air carrier must also notify every person that they
may be denied boarding and may be liable to a fine if this requirement applies to them and they fail to comply with it.”


The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 39, made
on September 10, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-10-09/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel - recap
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Prohibition of Entry into Canada from any Country Other than the United States): This Order
continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals if they have COVID-19, have reasonable grounds to
suspect they have COVID-19 or are exhibiting signs and symptoms of COVID-19, subject to certain
narrow exceptions. This Order will be in effect until November 21, 2021.


Access at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States)
This Order continues to prohibit foreign nationals from entering Canada from the United States if they
fail to meet the pre-arrival testing obligations under the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19
in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation, and Other Obligations), subject to some exceptions. This
Order also continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals arriving from the US if they have COVID-19,
have reasonable grounds to suspect they have COVID-19 or are exhibiting signs and symptoms of
COVID-19, subject to certain narrow exceptions. The new Order expires on November 21, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations). This Order continues to require all persons who enter Canada, whether by air, land, or
sea, to provide accurate contact information for the first 14 days in Canada, and to answer questions
to determine if they have signs or symptoms of COVID-19. The Order maintains all requirements for all
unvaccinated travellers to have a negative COVID-19 molecular test result before entering Canada (or
proof of prior infection), to undergo testing when entering and once again later in the 14-day post-entry
period, and to quarantine upon entry to Canada, subject to limited exceptions. Under this Order, the
mandatory traveller declarations on vaccination status, proof of vaccination, and testing requirements
for fully vaccinated persons remain. The Order expires on November 21, 2021. Access Gazette Notice
at:  https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db2
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FEDERAL Recap of recent federal OH&S-related regulations


COHS Regs enhance protections for workers in confined spaces now in effect
Reminder: New regulatory amendments dealing with work in confined spaces in federally-regulated
facilities, took effect on October 1, 2021. For details, see previous issues of EHSRA. Access Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html


Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations
Reminder: The Regulations, previously covered in EHSRA, will come into force on January 7, 2023.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources 


10 Ways to support workplace mental health 
The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) recently posted the following ten
ways whereby managers can encourage positive mental health as part of a comprehensive workplace
health and safety program. Access the resource at: 
https://www.ccohs.ca//newsletters/hsreport/issues/current.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HSReport_September2021_English&utm_source=Envoke-HS-REPORT_ENGLISH&utm_term=Health-and-Safety-Report-%7C-Vol


*


ALBERTA  Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly is scheduled to resume sitting on October 25, 2021.


OHS Act And OHS Code changes postponed until “late 2021”
Reminder: The Alberta government recently announced that proposed changes to the Occupational
Health and Safety Act together with consequential changes to the Occupational Health and Safety
Code, originally introduced under Bill 47, and expected to come into force on September 1, 2021, have
now been postponed until “late 2021”. The new date will likely be announced in the coming weeks.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Announcements


On-site data gathering under Certificate of Recognition program suspended
In response to Alberta’s public health emergency, on October 7, 2021, Alberta’s Certificate of
Recognition (COR) program is implementing an immediate suspension of on-site data gathering
activities by auditors. This means:
- On-site observations are suspended.
- Documentation reviews and interviews must be remote (e.g. video calls, phone, etc.).
- On-site data gathering must cease for audits in progress. 
When possible, employers must provide documents to auditors electronically. In addition, auditors must
use a safe collection method for paper documents (e.g. curbside pick-up).
These rules are in effect until December 31, 2021, and will be re-assessed for 2022. Access information
on the COR program at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/get-certificate-recognition.aspx?_ccCt=cflw-2gcsle-jky90l-fpkgqhw8


Government announces additional restrictions, along with restriction exemption program
Reminder: On September 15, 2021, the Alberta Government announced additional restrictions in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. These measures include an immediate work from home mandate,
a series of restrictions on businesses, and the introduction of a Restriction Exemption Program (the
“REP”).
Eligible businesses must comply with one of the following two options, either:
• implement the Province’s REP, or
• follow additional operational and capacity restrictions.
Access Alberta government release: 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=79835371972F5-959C-11E8-8A4B6C2B5B2084EB
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ALBERTA Management resources


• COVID-19 information: Requirements for the Restrictions Exemption Program. Updated
on October 8, 2021. This document outlines operator requirements for running the Restrictions Exemption
Program: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-requirements-for-restrictions-exemption-program


• App to scan COVID-19 vaccine QR codes now available. Beginning October 12, 2021,
businesses and organizations can begin using the free AB Covid Records Verifier app to quickly and easily
confirm their patrons’ vaccination status. The AB Covid Records Verifier app is available for download on
Apple and Android devices through the respective app stores. Albertans can get their enhanced vaccine
record with a QR code online at alberta.ca/CovidRecords without creating an account. Access more
information at: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=801459F4F3BA7-B1C1-9717-4E14290415FE7E8D


• STANDATA: Plumbing safety variance
Updated on October 1, 2021. STANDATA are developed and issued by Alberta Municipal Affairs to support the
consistent application of codes and standards under the Safety Codes Act. This record contains STANDATA on
plumbing safety variances. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/standata-plumbing-safety-variances


• COVID-19 vaccine: Questions and answers for the public and healthcare practitioners.
Updated October 6, 2021. This resource presents answers to questions the public and healthcare
practitioners may have about the COVID-19 vaccines in use. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-vaccine-questions-and-answers


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


New winter tire regulations now in effect
Effective October 1, 2021, winter tires are mandatory for all vehicles on most British Columbia highways to
increase travel safety until spring.
Winter tires are required for travel on:
• all highways in the North;
• all highways in the Interior;
• sections of some highways on the South Coast, including the Sea to Sky Highway; and
• sections of some highways on Vancouver Island, including the Malahat and highways 4, 14 and 28.
In BC, appropriate winter tires are defined as those with either the M+S (mud and snow) or
mountain/snowflake symbol, in good condition with a minimum tread depth of 3.5 millimetres.
Tires marked with a mountain/snowflake symbol on the sidewall offer the best traction on snow and ice and
in cold weather. Tires marked with M+S offer better traction than summer tires, but are less effective than
mountain/snowflake tires in severe winter conditions. 
Drivers without the proper winter tires in good condition driving on designated B.C. highways can receive a
fine of $121.
Also, effective October 1, 2021, commercial vehicle operators are required to carry chains on most
routes in BC, as indicated by roadside signs. Chains are not required on the Lower Mainland and most of
Vancouver Island.
Winter tires and chain requirements are in effect on most designated highways in BC from Oct. 1 to March
31. For select highways, including mountain passes and rural routes in high snowfall areas, the date is
extended until April 30 to account for early spring snowfall. These highways are marked with regulatory
signs.
Access more information on winter tire regulations and winter driving preparation at: www.shiftintowinter.ca
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders (continued)


Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective December 1, 2021,
address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
Reminder: Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg.
296/97, is amended to accommodate amendments to the following parts of the Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation:
Part 21, Blasting: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Strikethrough versions of the amendments can be accessed through the links above.  


Miscellaneous amendments to OH&S Regulation to take effect December 1
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to apply new, or revised sections, dealing with, among other things:
• definitions of flammable and combustible liquids;
• bonding or grounding of containers;
• radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure;
• definitions, risk assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" 
around work sites and “training control persons” (see below);


• the duty to ensure competence in those operating or supervising a person who operates a 
concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace; and


• cargo securement standards related to the loading and transportation of logs.
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


BC Consultations 


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status under the Workers Compensation Act for stakeholder
comment. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.
Access discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Mandatory training will improve safety for commercial drivers
Effective October 18, 2021, individuals applying for a BC Class 1 driver’s licence must successfully
complete an ICBC-approved Class 1 MELT course before attempting a road test. BC’s MELT program
was designed to align with the Standard 16-Class 1 Entry-Level Training framework introduced as part
of the National Safety Code in February 2020. However, the program requires 140 total hours and
includes more practical behind-the-wheel driving hours, in-yard hours, and theoretical instructional hours
than Standard 16 of the National Safety Code. Access more information at:
https://www.icbc.com/partners/driver-training/driving-schools/Pages/teach-melt.aspx
Access ICBC Class 1 MELT program information for drivers at: 
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/types-licences/Documents/melt-faqs.pdf


Proof of vaccination for BC public service 
On October 5, 2021, the BC Public Service Agency announced that it will require its 30,000 employees
to be fully vaccinated by November 22, 2021. This follows an August 23, 2021 PHO announcement
that individuals 12 years and older will need to show proof of vaccination to access certain discretionary
events. Affected businesses will be responsible for requesting proof of vaccination and valid government
ID from individuals prior to entry. By October 24, 2021, individuals must be fully vaccinated. Proof of
vaccination is a temporary measure that is set to end on January 31, 2022, subject to extensions.
Access a BC Vaccine Card at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


Kelowna tragedy spurs WorkSafeBC to release safety bulletin on tower cranes
On October 5, 2021, WorkSafeBC released the bulletin, Top climbing a tower crane: Ensuring safe
assembly and dismantling. The bulletin provides an overview of the potential hazard of top climbing a
tower crane, and discusses how to reduce the risk.
The importance of tower crane safety was brought to the forefront in July 2021 when a tower crane
collapsed while being dismantled at a construction site in Kelowna. As a result, five people were
killed, including four workers involved in construction and a person unrelated to the construction site.
Another worker was injured. View the bulletin at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/news-releases/2021/October/worksafebc-releases-safety-bulletin-on-tower-cranes


Related initiative: As part of WorkSafeBC’s high-risk strategies for 2021-2023, the Crane and Mobile Equipment
Initiative aims to identify and eliminate unsafe work practices and equipment hazards that have the potential to cause
death, serious injury or catastrophic events. Access more about the initiative at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/what-we-do/industry-initiatives/crane


*
MANITOBA Legislature 
The fall sitting of the third session of the 42nd legislature began on October 6, 2021, with a condensed two-
week sitting focused on completing the Budget 2021 financial process including the introduction and passage of
the Budget Implementation and Tax Statutes Amendment Act (BITSA). Additionally, the government intends to
pass Bill 72, the disability support act and amendments to the Manitoba Assistance Act, to better support
Manitobans and their families living with disabilities, which is a key priority for the government, the premier
added. 


Amendments to the Vulnerable Persons Living With a Mental Disability Act make it
easier to appoint a substitute decision-maker 
Effective October 1, 2021, amendments to the Vulnerable Persons Living With a Mental Disability Act,
streamlining the process for appointing substitute decision-makers, are now in effect. For more
information on the Vulnerable Persons Living With a Mental Disability Act, visit:
www.gov.mb.ca/fs/vpco/pubs/brochure.pdf.


MANITOBA -  Announcements
Province announces change to safety rating monitoring for motor carriers
On October 8, 2021, the Manitoba government announced that it has developed a new standard for
assigning safety ratings to companies operating commercial vehicles in the province.
The government requires carriers to operate their vehicles in a safe manner and to comply with
applicable highway safety laws and regulations that pertain to highway carriers in accordance with the
National Safety Code (NSC). The NSC is a set of 16 standards developed by the member jurisdictions
of Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA), to facilitate the safe movement of
people and goods across Canada. 
Changes to the safety rating policy address recommendations included in the Office of the Auditor
General report on Commercial Vehicle Safety. 
For more information on the safety rating system for Manitoba’s motor carriers visit:
www.gov.mb.ca/mit/mcd/safety_monitoring/sfc/ratings.html.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly will reconvene on November 2, 2021. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Announcements
Travelers to New Brunswick must pre-register  
The provincial government recently reminded New Brunswickers that showing proof of full vaccination
when accessing certain events, services and businesses, and mandatory masking in all public indoor
spaces is now required. In addition, anyone entering the province must pre-register through the New
Brunswick Travel Registration Program: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19.html
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - - Legislature
The House of Assembly will reconvene for the fall sitting on October 18, 2021.Access Assembly broadcast channel and
House of Assembly website at: www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Webcast/live_video_audio.aspx.


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Announcements
NL vaccine passports mandatory by October 22
Newfoundland and Labrador introduced its vaccine passport system on October 8, 2021, though businesses and other
organizations covered by the passport will have until October 22 before the system is enforced. A new mobile app
NLVaxPass is now available for download at: 
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/life-during-covid-19/vaccination-record/nlvaxpass-support/


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
A speech from the throne, delivered by Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, opened the first session of the 64th general
assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature on October 12, 2021.


NOVA SCOTIA - Announcements


First independent review of Accessibility Act  
On October 6, 2021, the government announced that it has appointed Dr. Katie Aubrecht, a disability
and seniors care scholar, to conduct an independent review of the Accessibility Act.
The review will focus on identifying possible changes to the legislation, the standard development
processes and Access by Design 2030 – the plan to make Nova Scotia accessible by 2030.
Access the terms of reference for the review and a summary of key components of the Act at:
https://novascotia.ca/accessibility/act-review/Accessibility-Act-Review-ToR.pdf


Phase 5 Starting with cautious approach  
Starting October 4, 2021, proof of full vaccination will be required for people who are 12 and older to
participate in discretionary, non-essential events and activities that gather people together, such as
going to restaurants, movies, sports events, theatre performances, social events and the gym.
The proof of full vaccination protocol and resources for businesses and organizations where it applies
are available at: http://novascotia.ca/POV


Vaccination mandate covers healthcare, long-term care workers, paramedics, teachers
and others
On September 29, 2021, the government announced a new COVID-19 vaccine mandate to vaccinate
tens of thousands of Nova Scotians working in healthcare and education. 
Among others, the new vaccine mandate applies to:
• Nova Scotia Health Authority and IWK Health Centre;
• workers in long-term care facilities (licensed and unlicensed) and home-care agencies;
• public school teachers, pre-primary and other school-based staff, regional and board office staff, and      
those providing services in schools, including cafeteria and school bus services;
• workers in residential facilities and government-funded day programs;
• workers in Department of Community Services facilities and those providing placements for children
and youth in the care of the Minister of Community Services (excluding foster family placements);
• paramedics, LifeFlight nurses and some other staff at EHS; and
• physicians and other service providers to the above organizations - for example hairdressers and
contractors.
If an employee is not fully vaccinated by November 30, 2021, they will be placed on unpaid
administrative leave. 
All workplaces are encouraged to develop their own vaccine policies.
Access release at: https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20210929007


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
The Ontario legislature reconvened on October 12, 2021.


• Bill 16,  An Act to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. This Private
Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill’s purpose is to amend the
Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997 to provide that an employer who operates a residential care
facility or a group home is a Schedule 1 employer for the purposes of the Act. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b016_e.pdf


• Bill 12, Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinations in the Education and Healthcare Sectors Act,
2021. This Private Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill enacts
the Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinations in the Education and Healthcare Sectors Act, 2021. The Act
requires specified education sector organizations and healthcare sector organizations to require their
employees and other individuals that they retain to provide services to be fully vaccinated with a
COVID-19 vaccine. Certain exceptions are provided for, such as where complying with the
requirement would result in a contravention of the Human Rights Code. Access Bill 12 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-12


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


The Ontario Gazette: October 8, 2021
O. Reg. 665/21: Calculation of 2022 premiums under the Workplace Safety & Insurance Act
For the purposes of clause 88.1 (1) (b) of the Act, $100,422 is the amount prescribed for the period
beginning January 1, 2022. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21665


O. Reg. 678/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
This amendment increases the permitted capacity at meeting and event spaces, including conference
centres or convention centres; outdoor facilities used for sports and recreational fitness activities,
including waterparks and personal physical fitness trainers, outdoor concert venues, theatres and
cinemas; and race tracks. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21678


The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 645/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 364/20 is amended by adding the following section:
Proof of vaccination


2.1 (1) The person responsible for a business or an organization described in subsection (2) that is open shall require each
patron who enters an area of the premises of the business or organization that is described in that subsection to provide, at
the point of entry, proof of identification and of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19 […]


Access the regulation, now in effect, at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21645
Related item: Infectious Disease Emergency Leave Extended To January 1, 2022
On September 16,  2021, the Government again extended the period that the infectious disease emergency leave ("IDEL")
will apply pursuant to Ontario Regulation 228/20: Infectious Disease Emergency Leave under the Employment Standards Act,
2000 (the "ESA").  While previously scheduled to expire on September 25, 2021, IDEL will now extend to January 1, 2022.
Access release at: https://www.ontario.ca/document/your-guide-employment-standards-act-0/covid-19-temporary-changes-esa-rules


ONTARIO Announcements


New COVID-19 eye protection requirement
The Ministry of Health has determined a high risk of COVID-19 transmission exists if a masked worker
is not wearing eye protection when working within two metres of another person - masked or otherwise
- for more than 15 minutes. Employees who work indoors within two metres of an unmasked person
must wear appropriate eye protection and masks as required under the Reopening Ontario Act. The
government warns that inspectors with the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development may
apply the eye protection requirement to both indoor and outdoor settings if the work being performed
involves workers who are required to be working within two metres of an unmasked person.
Access Using masks in the workplace at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace
Access related resource at: 
https://www.wsps.ca/resource-hub/articles/new-covid-eye-protection-requirement-what-you-need-to-know?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=164665183&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9QbiEmnau85SDPpO2AmocT9onjBnk2jWlNFCSDV-L_79AzWWw3RSd36V4v3_8aLi9wh60CM5EtJaN7UoYF_0aTV69jRdXPZcvXaR3vybD4j_AD8DU&utm_content=164665183&utm_source=hs_email
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ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in previous issues of EHSRA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


Amendments to OH&S  Act provide a new definition of the term ‘engineer’
The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) is proposing to amend the
Occupational Health and Safety Act with respect to terminology related to engineers. A new definition of
the term "engineer" is added and the term "engineer of the Ministry" is replaced by the term
"professional engineer of the Ministry". Related amendments are made to the Act.
Certain notification and reporting amendments are also proposed with respect to deaths, critical injuries
and other occurrences at a workplace. Access Proposal Number: 21-MLTSD 019; Posting Date:
October 7, 2021; Comment deadline: November 21, 2021. Contact: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca 
Access posting at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39147


MTO consulting on plans to revamp Ontario's Vehicle Inspection Program 
The Ministry of Transport (MTO) is proposing to implement changes to the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) to
support a new Vehicle Inspection Program. Among other things, new requirements will be introduced
under the HTA emission regulation to enhance emission requirements by introducing a smoke opacity
standard of 10% for all CMV's, 2011 and newer, subject to inspection. Comment deadline: October 25.
Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38747


Amendment to Reg. 543 s.3 (2): X-Ray Safety Code proposes adopting updated requirements
for shielding methodology under the Healing Arts and Radiation Protection Act (HARPA)
On October 7, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Health posted a proposal to amend HARPA Reg 543
section 3 (2) to replace compliance with Health Canada's Safety Code 20A with the most recent Safety
Code 35 for shielding methodology published by the Consumer and Clinical Radiation Protection
Bureau of Health Canada. Comment deadline:November 22, 2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=EFiMUn_Rl8yGrNAlL2Jb9ZS?language=en&postingId=39127


Regulatory proposal under the Building Code Act, 1992
Reminder: Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other
things, clarify building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically
attending the construction site. Comment deadline: October 25, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory
Registry posting with link to consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38767


ONTARIO Management resources


Workplace safety plan builder offers 3-step program to develop, register and update
required COVID-19 safety plans 
Under O. Reg. 64/20 made under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act,
2020, all businesses that are open must have a written safety plan that describes the actions they are
taking to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission in their workplace. The plan must be shared with
anyone who asks to see it and posted in a place where it will be seen easily.
To aid in compliance, Ontario recently launched its ‘workplace safety plan builder’ - an online resource
to help businesses help think through some of the COVID-19 risks in the workplace. 
Access details at: https://www.workplacesafetyplanbuilder.labour.gov.on.ca/
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ONTARIO Management resources


Ontario Human Rights Commission releases guidance to employers on COVID-19
vaccine mandates and proof of vaccine certificates 
On September 22, 2021, the Ontario Human Rights Commission (OHRC) issued a new policy
statement entitled OHRC policy statement on COVID-19 vaccine mandates and proof of vaccine
certificates. In the Policy, the Commission sets out its position on the various issues that vaccine
mandates and proof of vaccine certificates present. 
The following is a summary, compiled by Daniel Wong of WeirFoulds LLP, of some of the features of the
Commission's Policy:
• Mandating and requiring proof of vaccination is generally permissible under the Human Rights Code.
• Organizations must reasonably accommodate people who are unable to be vaccinated due to Code-


related reasons unless the accommodation would significantly interfere with people's health and
safety.


• Digital proof of vaccine certificates should be fully accessible to adaptive technology, including for
smart phone users with disabilities, in accordance with Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.


• Vaccine mandate policies and proof of vaccination requirements that result in people being denied
equal access to employment or services on Code grounds may only be justifiable during a pandemic
or shorter periods.


• Personal preferences or singular beliefs about COVID-19 vaccinations or masks are not protected
under the Code, as they do not amount to a "creed." Therefore, as stated in the Policy: 


"Even if a person could show they were [denied employment] because of a creed-based belief against
vaccinations, the duty to accommodate does not necessarily require they be exempted from vaccine mandates,
certification or COVID testing requirements. The duty to accommodate can be limited if it would significantly
compromise health and safety amounting to undue hardship - such as during a pandemic."


Access related WeirFoulds LLP article at: https://www.weirfoulds.com/pdf-article?id=18284


Related legal analysis: Mandatory Vaccinations In The Non-unionized Workplace – Considerations For Employers
by Bob Graham , Janna Young and Richard F. Steele; Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLP; September 24, 2021.
Access the full text of this article at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/health-safety/1114232/mandatory-vaccinations-in-the-non-unionized-workplace-considerations-for-employers?email_access=on


ONTARIO Workplace Safety & Insurance Board updates 


WSIB to direct surplus funds back to employers
At WSIB’s Annual General Meeting, held October 6, 2021, it was announced the average premium rate
for 2022 would be reduced by 5.1 per cent. Labour Minister, Monty McNaughton, said he will table
legislation later this month that will enable the WSIB to either cut premium rates or send WSIB surplus
funds directly to employers. Businesses will receive their annual premium rate statements later this
month. Access WSIB website at: https://www.wsib.ca/en


Insights from 2020 By the Numbers report now available
WSIB’s 2020 By the Numbers statistical report is now available. The report highlights health and safety
trends in Ontario, including injuries, fatalities and return-to-work results. Users can view and compare
workplace health and safety data between Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 businesses. It can also be used
to understand industry trends, identify key areas to focus on and inform updates to health and safety
plans and processes. Access report at:https://www.wsib.ca/en/bythenumbers


WSIB policy update alert - Temporary Employment Agency (TEA) transition
Effective October 1, 2021, the following policy is revised:
• 14-01-10, Temporary Employment Agencies Transition to the Rate Framework:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/operational-policy-manual/temporary-employment-agencies-transition-rate-framework
Access a comparison document of the new and prior version at: 
https://www.wsib.ca/sites/default/files/2021-09/140110comparisondoc20210923.pdf


*


- 33 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, October 15, 2021 







QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


October 6, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the applicable percentages for the purposes of levying the
assessment on employers personally liable for the payment of benefits for 2022 
The purpose of this regulation is to determine the applicable percentages for the purposes of levying
the assessment on employers personally liable for the payment of benefits to defray the costs for the
administration of Chapter X of the Act respecting industrial accidents and occupational diseases. 
Access Gazette Notice for 2022 rates at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf
October 6, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting financing under the Act re: industrial
accidents and occupational diseases 
The Regulation respecting financing (chapter A-3.001, r. 7) is amended by replacing Schedules 1, 2, 3,
4 and 7 by Schedules 1, 2, 3, 4 and 7, respectively,
Access the Gazette Notice to view Schedules at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf


September 22, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting occupational health and safety 
Reminder: The following is inserted after section 312.91:
“DIVISION XXVI.II WORK WHICH INVOLVES A RISK OF DROWNING IN WATER”
312.92 Scope: This Division applies to work which involves a risk of drowning in water, subject to the
following exclusions: (1) it is underwater work; (2) the worker is adequately protected from falling into
water by common protective devices or equipment.
Topics covered include: work which involves a risk of drowning; gathering information and measures
for preventing drowning; information provided to workers prior to performing work; wearing a personal
floatation device or a life jacket; characteristics of a personal floatation device or a life jacket; rescue
plans; rescue boat; and thermal protection. This Regulation comes into force on March 22, 2022.
Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105273.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


All health and social services workers must be vaccinated
Effective October 15, 2021, all health and social services workers must be vaccinated against COVID-
19 unless they have a contraindication. All workers subject to mandatory vaccination will be required
to prove they are fully vaccinated. Without such proof, workers will be reassigned to other duties,
where possible. If workers cannot be reassigned or if they refuse to be vaccinated, they will not be
allowed to return to work and receive any compensation.


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility standards
to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The CCA also
modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building officials and the
construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform Building and
Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).
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SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


October 1, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
New regulation requires proof of vaccination or negative tests, effective October 1
Effective October 1, 2021, proof of COVID-19 vaccination or a negative test result will be required in
Saskatchewan for public access to a range of businesses, event venues, as well as for all Government
of Saskatchewan ministry, crown and agency employees.
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
The province requires all employees of all Government of Saskatchewan ministries, crown corporations
and agencies to be fully vaccinated by October 1, 2021. 
Regulations under the Public Employers' Covid-19 Emergency Regulations, which came into force on
October 1, require public employees to make a choice to show proof of being fully vaccinated for
COVID-19 or provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test result at least every seven days. A negative
test result is also required for partially vaccinated individuals.
Employers outside the public service can voluntarily opt in should they wish to implement a proof of
vaccination or negative test policy for employees. More information on The Employers' COVID-19
Emergency Regulations can be accessed at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses.


Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114948
In addition, as of October 1, 2021 a provincial requirement for proof of vaccination or negative test is
required for public access to a list of establishments, businesses and event venues that bring groups of
people together. Access Fact Sheet – Employers COVID-19 Emergency Regulations at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses#proof-of-vaccination-for-employees


Access Q&A - Vaccination Requirements in the Workplace at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses#proof-of-vaccination-for-employees


Related item: New Apps Launched To Support Proof Of COVID-19 Vaccination. To support Saskatchewan's mandatory
proof of vaccination requirements, businesses or organizations may now choose to download and use a free app that will read
QR codes presented by customers - SK Vax Verifier. This app can scan the QR code on citizens' COVID-19 vaccination
certificates and determine if a person is fully vaccinated or not. The SK Vax Verifier app is available in both the Apple and
Google Play app stores. https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/29/two-new-apps-launched-to-support-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination


THE TERRITORIES - YUKON


New occupational health and safety changes now in force 
Reminder: Changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations came into force on September
4, 2021. Under the changes:
• a new Violence and Harassment Prevention Regulation outlines steps to help employers prevent and


mitigate violence and harassment in their workplaces;
• amendments to Part 1 – General of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations make the


Regulations about hazard assessment clearer and easier to understand.
The Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board offers information and resources to help
workplaces prepare to meet the requirements of these Regulations. Visit wcb.yk.ca/wvhp to learn more.


THE TERRITORIES - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*
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Chemical compliance
Chemicals Management Plan for October through December, 2021
Canada’s Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) program is sharing its Publications Plan to inform
stakeholders of topics and assessments likely to be covered between October to December 2021.
These include:
• Acids & Bases Draft Screening Assessment Report;
• Approach for a subset of Organic and Inorganic Substances Prioritized under CMP;
• Flame Retardants Draft Screening Assessment Report; and
• Phenol, methylstyrenated Draft Screening Assessment Report.
Access Chemicals Management Plan implementation table at a glance - 2016 to 2021 at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/chemicals-management-plan/implementation-table-at-a-glance-2016-2021.html


CMP website: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances.html


- end -
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Environmental regulation and compliance
FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. First Reading: December 3, 2020. This enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access Bill C-15 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Second Reading: November 26, 2020.
This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in
Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by
the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. Access Bill C-12 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill S-220, An Act to amend the Department of Public Works and Government Services Act
(use of wood). First Reading in the Senate: December 2, 2020. This enactment would permit the
Minister, in developing requirements for public works and buildings, to allow the use of wood or any
other thing that achieves environmental benefits. 
Access at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-220/first-reading


• Bill C-262, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act (capture and utilization or storage of
greenhouse gases). First Reading: December 11, 2020. This Private Member’s Bill would amend
the Income Tax Act to establish a tax credit for the capture and storage of certain greenhouse gases.
Access Bill C-262 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-262/first-reading


• Bill C-261, An Act to amend the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 (thermal coal). First Reading:
December 9, 2020. This Private Member’s Bill would prohibit vessels from loading, at a port or marine
installation in Canada, any thermal coal that is to be transported outside Canada.
Access Bill C-261 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-261/first-reading


• Bill C-257, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (closed containment aquaculture) First
Reading: November 27, 2020. This enactment amends the Fisheries Act to prohibit finfish aquaculture
in Canadian fisheries waters off the Pacific Coast except when it is carried out in closed containment
facilities. Access the Bill at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-257/first-reading
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


January 2, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Fishery (General) Regulations prescribe fish stocks 
The proposed regulations prescribe a group of major stocks, thus making them subject to fish stocks
provisions under sections 6.1 and 6.2 in the modernized Fisheries Act.
In addition, the regulations set out the required contents of a rebuilding plan, including a timeline to put
a plan in place for prescribed stocks that have declined to or below their limit reference point (LRP) -
the stock level below which productivity is sufficiently impaired to cause serious harm. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-02/html/reg1-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Off-road Compression-Ignition (Mobile and Stationary) and Large Spark-Ignition Engine
Emission Regulations: SOR/2020-258 
Emissions of air pollutants such as nitrogen oxides (NOx), hydrocarbons (HC), carbon monoxide (CO)
and particulate matter (PM) from off-road engines contribute to adverse environmental and human
health impacts. 
The Off-road Compression-Ignition (Mobile and Stationary) and Large Spark-Ignition Engine Emission
Regulations aim to reduce air pollutant emissions from these sources while creating a level playing
field in the Canada–US market for engine importers and manufacturers.
In particular, the Regulations will introduce new emission standards and requirements in alignment
with the US EPA’s standards for large spark-ignition (LSI) and stationary compression-ignition (SCI)
engines. These standards include limits for NOx, HC, CO and, in the case of SCI engines, PM. 
While the standards for mobile compression-ignition (MCI) engines will not be changed, new
administrative and compliance flexibilities will be introduced.
In addition, the Regulations will address Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations
(SJCSR) concerns regarding clarity and inconsistency and introduce minor consequential
amendments to other vehicle and engine emission regulations.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors258-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending Part 1 of Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 to the Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Pricing Act and the Fuel Charge Regulations: SOR/2020-261 
The objective of the Regulations Amending Part 1 of Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 to the Greenhouse
Gas Pollution Pricing Act and the Fuel Charge Regulations (the Regulations) is to cease the
application of the fuel charge in New Brunswick effective April 1, 2020, by removing the references to
the province from Part 1 of Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 of the Act. As a consequential amendment, the
Regulations remove a reference to New Brunswick in the Fuel Charge Regulations.
The Regulations are deemed to have come into force on April 1, 2020.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors261-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Sulphur in Gasoline Regulations: SOR/2020-277
The objective of the Regulations Amending the Sulphur in Gasoline Regulations (the Amendments) is
to provide primary gasoline suppliers in Canada (i.e. regulated parties) with additional compliance
flexibility while they continue to transition to lower sulphur gasoline.
The Amendments re-enact the temporary sulphur compliance unit (SCU) trading system under the
Regulations for the years 2020 to 2025. This temporary trading system is available to regulated parties
electing to participate in the annual pool average compliance option under the Regulations.
The Amendments enable regulated parties to transfer the surplus balances of SCUs that they
generated or received in trade in the expired trading system and owned as of March 31, 2020, into the
re-enacted temporary trading system. The Amendments also provide regulated parties with the option
to generate, trade, or bank SCUs in the temporary trading system for use during the 2020–2025
period.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors277-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Pest Control Products Regulations (Sodium Bromide and
Potassium Monopersulfate) address use in controlling algae in spas 
The amendments will remove sodium bromide at a 35% concentration and potassium monopersulfate
at a 32% concentration from the list of spa products outlined in Schedule 2 of the Regulations, subject
to certain conditions. The health risks associated with the use of these chemicals in spa products were
deemed unacceptable. The chemicals are active ingredients used together to control bacteria and
algae in spa waters. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors263-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Canadian Aviation Regulations (Parts I and X — Offsetting of CO2
Emissions — CORSIA) Amendments: SOR/2020-275
The amendments to the CARs add specific requirements for private operators or air operators
(operators) who fly internationally to offset their assigned share of the increase in global GHG
emissions by using Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA)
Eligible Fuels (CEF) or acquiring and cancelling emissions units on the international carbon market. 
Aviation is responsible for approximately 2% of global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, with
international aviation representing roughly two thirds of the total emissions from aviation. These
amendments came into force in Canada on January 1, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors275-eng.html


December 19, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Clean Fuel Regulations 
As noted in our front page article of December 15, 2020, the proposed Clean Fuel Regulations would
require liquid fossil fuel primary suppliers (i.e. producers and importers) to reduce the carbon intensity
(CI) of the liquid fossil fuels they produce in and import into Canada from 2016 CI levels 
by 2.4 gCO2e/MJ in 2022, increasing to 12 gCO2e/MJ  in 2030. 
The proposed Regulations would also establish a credit market whereby the annual CI reduction
requirement could be met via three main categories of credit-creating actions: (1) actions that reduce
the CI of the fossil fuel throughout its lifecycle, (2) supplying low-carbon fuels, and (3) specified end-
use fuel switching in transportation. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-19/html/reg2-eng.html
Related analysis: See an in-depth analysis of these complex draft regulations on page 18 of this
issue of HSERA.


December 19, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Hazardous Products Regulations (GHS, Seventh Revised Edition) 
The amendments - required to align with the seventh revised edition of the United Nations Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) - include modifications to
several definitions; the adoption of a new hazard category for non-flammable aerosols and new
subcategories for Flammable Gases; the addition of a new test procedure for Oxidizing Solids; and
modifications to Schedule 1 of the Hazardous Products Regulations to update the information required
to be provided on safety data sheets.
Other proposed regulatory amendments include clarifications and modifications to existing provisions
relating to the classification of hazardous products in the physical and health hazard classes, as well
as administrative updates to the Hazardous Products Regulations.
The amendments would permit the continued use of one label and one safety data sheet per
workplace hazardous product to meet the hazard communication requirements of both countries,
subject to Canada’s legal and health and safety frameworks, including official languages requirements. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-19/html/reg4-eng.html


Related Order: Order Amending Schedule 2 to the Hazardous Products Act. Under the Order, Item 3 of Schedule 2 to
the Hazardous Products Act under the heading “Physical Hazard Classes” is replaced by the following: “3 Aerosols”. Access
the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-19/html/reg5-eng.html
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FEDERAL Announcements


Toward the creation of a Canada Water Agency: Environment And Climate Change Canada
seeking comments on discussion paper
On December 17, 2020, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food announced the launch of public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency
("CWA") and improve freshwater management across Canada.
As part of the launch, Environment and Climate Change Canada ("ECCC") released a discussion paper:
Toward the Creation of a Canada Water Agency. The Discussion Paper sets out various objectives to
enhance freshwater management in Canada. It also proposes to:
• update, strengthen, and align various federal freshwater policies;
• update flood hazard maps and climate scenarios to inform climate change adaptation and disaster risk


reduction;
• engage Indigenous peoples in the development of the CWA;
• collaborate with the agriculture sector to advance freshwater management strategies;
• advance freshwater science and data collection; and
• promote technology development in relation to priorities such as climate change adaptation, groundwater


and surface water monitoring and prediction, rural and remote community water security, wastewater
treatment, efficient freshwater use in various industries, and biodiversity and ecosystem protection.


Comment deadline: March 1, 2021.
A series of regional forums will be held in February 2021 to provide further opportunities for Canadians to
participate in consultations. Access the government announcement at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/12/government-of-canada-launches-consultations-on-new-canada-water-agency.html


Access the discussion paper at:
https://www.placespeak.com/uploads/6321/Canada_Water_Agency_Discussion_Paper.pdf 


Advisory council on impact assessment established
Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, recently announced the
establishment of a Minister’s Advisory Council on Impact Assessment. The establishment of the
Council follows the first year anniversary of the passage of the Impact Assessment Act. The new Act
came into force in August 2019 to promote cooperation with other jurisdictions, foster sustainability,
restore trust in how decisions are made, and grow the economy.
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/advisory/advisory-groups/minister-advisory-council-impact-assessment.html 


Federal government invests $750 million in cleantech entrepreneurs through SDTC
The Government of Canada recently announced a  $750 million commitment to support Canada’s
growing cleantech sector by recapitalizing Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC), as
part of its plan: A Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy.  Access details at:
https://www.sdtc.ca/en/canada-invests-750-million-in-cleantech-entrepreneurs-through-sdtc/


Hydrogen Strategy for Canada posted
In December, 2020, the NRCan posted the Hydrogen Strategy for Canada. This strategy is the product of
three years of study and analysis, including extensive engagement sessions. Access the Strategy at:
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/www.nrcan.gc.ca/files/environment/hydrogen/NRCan_Hydrogen-Strategy-Canada-na-en-v3.pdf


Water infrastructure upgrades slated for Quebec, Ontario communities 
Significant water infrastructure projects in Quebec and Ontario received funding from the federal
government during the week of December 7, 2020.
Ontario water projects:
Ontario funding has been announced to upgrade the Greenway and Adelaide wastewater treatment plants
in the City of London. The nearly $50-million work will include a flood barrier and an effluent pumping station
to protect the facilities and reduce environmental impacts to the Thames River, Lake Erie and neighbouring
communities.
In addition, the Ontario municipality of Tweed has received $4.4 million for upgrades to its wastewater
lagoons. 
Quebec water projects:
Water infrastructure projects in the Quebec regions of Desbiens and Saint-Nazaire will receive more than
$918,000 in funding to ensure efficient water distribution and clean drinking water.
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Consultation on freight rail reporting requirements. On December 11, 2020, Transport Canada
launched the next phase of consultations on Transport Canada’s preliminary regulatory proposal to
collect new data from class 1 freight railways, including performance information that would be made
publicly available. Comment deadline: February 26, 2021. Contact Transport Canada at:
TC.freightrail-fretferroviaire.TC@tc.gc.ca to receive a copy of the consultation materials. Access
Amending the Transportation Information Regulations to collect data from Class 1 rail carriers at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/amending-transportation-information-regulations-collect-data-class-1-rail-carriers


•  Public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency. On December 17, 2020, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
announced the launch of public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency ("CWA")
(See article on page 4). Comment deadline: March 1, 2021. Access discussion paper at:
https://www.placespeak.com/uploads/6321/Canada_Water_Agency_Discussion_Paper.pdf


• Radioactive Waste Policy Engagement. The engagement phase will last until March 31, 2021 with
the release of a modernized policy expected by Fall 2021. For more information, and to participate in
the policy review engagement process, visit: www.radwastereview.ca. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/11/canada-launches-radioactive-waste-policy-engagement.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update: It is now expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel class will be finalized
by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. (See page 18 for more information). 
Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html


• Indian Oil and Gas Regulations - Phase II - consultations end on March 31, 2021: 
https://www.pgic-iogc.gc.ca/eng/1471964522302/1471964567990


• Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2021: Access details at:
https://www.minescanada.ca/en


• Protecting Canada’s Fresh Water - ongoing to May 31, 2021. ECCC is seeking public input on freshwater
challenges and how a Canada Water Agency can further protections for Canada’s freshwater resources:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/protecting-canada-fresh-water.html


• Species at Risk consultations - December 2020 update
On December 2, 2020, the Government of Canada posted Ministerial Response Statements to assessments on
21 species at risk submitted by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) for
these species on the Species at Risk Act (SARA) Public Registry.
The Government is now launching public consultations on potential amendments to Schedule 1, the List of
Wildlife Species at Risk under SARA. The complete set of statements and the consultation path (normal or
extended) for each species are available at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-act-accord-funding/listing-
process/minister-environment-response-assessments-2020.html
Additional information on the listing and consultation processes for terrestrial species is available in
“Consultation on Amending the List of Species under the Species at Risk Act -Terrestrial Species" posted on the
SARA Public Registry at: https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/consultations/1823
Comment deadline for species under a normal consultation process: April 2, 2021. Participate in online
questionnaire at: https://form.simplesondage.com/f/l/December2020


- 2020-12-23 Recovery Strategy for the Wood Turtle (Glyptemys insculpta) in Canada [Final version]
- 2020-12-17 Management Plan for the Blue Felt Lichen (Degelia plumbea) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2020-12-17 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Sable Island Sweat Bee (Lasioglossum sablense) 
- 2020-12-09 Recovery strategy for the Gray Ratsnake (Pantherophis spiloides), Carolinian and Great Lakes/St.


Lawrence populations, in Canada [Final version]
- 2020-12-09 Action plan for the Blanding’s Turtle (Emydoidea blandingii), Nova Scotia population, in Canada


[Final version]
- 2020-12-05 Description of critical habitat for the Bull Trout, Saskatchewan – Nelson Rivers populations in Banff


National Park of Canada, Jasper National Park of Canada, and Waterton Lakes National Park of Canada
- 2020-12-05 Description of critical habitat of Rainbow Trout, Athabasca River populations in Jasper National


Park of Canada
For details on the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - January 2021 update
- January 8, 2021 — News Release — Wasamac Gold Mine Project;
- January 6, 2021 — News Release — Potential Regional Assessment of the St. Lawrence River Area;
- January 4, 2021 — News Release — Springbank Off-Stream Reservoir Project;
- December 17, 2020 — News Release — Boat Harbour Remediation Project;
- December 14, 2020 — News Release — Minister's Advisory Council on Impact  Assessment Established;
- December 10, 2020 — LNG Canada Export Terminal Project: Comments Invited on Proposed Changes to Conditions.


Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room-2020.html
A full list of current projects under review by the IAA is available at:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/exploration?active=true&showMap=false&document_type=project


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access Bill
along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Proposed changes will come into force on proclamation. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices


December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Pipeline Rules amendment addresses closure plans
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published amendments to the Pipeline Rules (AR
91/2005) under the Pipeline Act. The amendments provide for new rules regarding the closure,
abandonment and reclamation of pipelines, including closure quotas and plans. Similar provisions
related to well closures were also published in the Gazette amending the Oil and Gas Conservation
Rules under the province’s  Oil and Gas Conservation Act.  Access the Gazette Notices (pages 977 and
978) at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


Amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation
On December 31, 2020, the government published amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation
Regulation (AR 115/93) under the province’s Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. Among
other things, a new provision states: 


Where a reclamation certificate is issued under the Act in respect of an activity referred to in section 1(t)(vii) (a) on or before
February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made under section
142(2) of the Act more than 5 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate, or
(b) after February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made under
section 142(2) of the Act more than 25 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate.


Access the Gazette Notice (page 997) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf
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ALBERTA  Gazette notices (continued)
December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Forest Resources Improvement Regulation dates extended
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published an extension of provisions made under the
The Forest Resources Improvement Regulation. Access the Gazette Notice (page 994) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


AEP announcements
AEP posts updated Standard for validation, verification and audit
On December 17, 2020, Alberta Environment and Parks announced that the Standard for Validation,
Verification and Audit has been updated with virtual site visit requirements and to provide clarity that
accredited verifiers must conduct verifications in accordance with the requirements of their accreditation.
Reminder: Lead verifiers, peer reviewers, and designated signing authorities must complete the
Alberta-specific verification training before finalizing any verifications of 2020 compliance reports by
June 30, 2021. Initial training dates have been set for: January 26, January 28, and February 3, 2021.
For more information, contact AEP at: AEP.GHG@gov.ab.ca.


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019, S.B.C. 2019, c. 19 will be brought into force
effective February 1, 2021. The Bill deals, among other things, with protocols around contaminated
soils and contaminated soil relocation agreements. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


Related item: Effective February 1, 2021, Section 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended by
repealing the definitions of "decommission a site", "site profile form" and "summary of site condition form".  Access B.C.
Reg.161/2020 at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n12_161-2020


• Bill 6, Mines Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: August 14, 2020. The amendments will allow
the Chief Inspector to enter any mine where there is an emergency and take the necessary action to
prevent danger to persons, property or the environment. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov06-3


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC sets new near-term GHG targets; CleanBC issues Climate Change
Accountability Report
British Columbia’s Environment Minister recently set a new near-term emission target for 2025 that he
says is “ambitious but achievable,” in keeping BC on the right track to cut carbon pollution.
“It’s clear we still have much more to do in order to meet our CleanBC targets – and I won’t be satisfied
until we see a significant and steady decline in emissions,” George Heyman, Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy, announced in December.
The new emission target requires greenhouse gases in BC to be 16% below 2007 levels by 2025.
The province will also set sectoral targets to be established before March 31, 2021, and will develop
legislation to ensure B.C. reaches net-zero emissions by 2050.
The near-term target is supported by the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report. The report
includes detailed information on CleanBC actions over the 2019-20 period to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, build a cleaner economy and prepare for the impacts of climate change. 
The new annual report also includes the advice of the independent Climate Solutions Council. 
Merran Smith, co-chair of the Council and executive director of Clean Energy Canada, said the province
has “put in place a rigorous system of accountability and reporting that will help ensure we reach our
emission targets and build a clean economy.” Smith added that the introduction of an interim target
strengthens that commitment. Access the the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/2020_climate_change_accountability_report.pdf


*


- 7 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, January 15, 2021







MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14,
2020. This Bill provides the government with increased powers to manage water control works and
protect provincial water infrastructure. 
Access Bill 28 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b028e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act (Various Acts Amended). First Reading:
October 14, 2020. Under this Bill, uniform rules are established respecting authorizations required to
sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 29, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2020. First Reading: October
14, 2020. This Bill amends several Acts and repeals five Acts to streamline government operations
and to eliminate committees. Access Bill 28 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-
3/b029e.php#Explanatory%20Note
A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


MANITOBA Gazette notices


Registered: December 17, 2020; published: December 18, 2020
• Biodiesel (General) Regulation, amendment 


The Biodiesel (General) Regulation, Manitoba Regulation 178/2008, is amended by requiring, among
other things, that a person must hold a commercial licence to manufacture biodiesel in Manitoba, if the
person: (a) manufactures 15,000 litres or more of biodiesel in Manitoba in a year; or (b) sells or offers
to sell in Manitoba biodiesel that the person manufactured in Manitoba. In addition, the amendments
require, among other things, the application, under prescribed circumstances, of the following
standards: 
• CAN/CGSB-3.524-2017, Biodiesel (B100) for Blending in Middle Distillate Fuels;
• CAN/CGSB3.517-2017, Diesel Fuel for Renewable Diesel Fuels; and
• CAN/CGSB-3.520-2017, Diesel Fuel Containing Low Levels of Biodiesel (B1-B5).
For more details access the Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/147.pdf


• Biodiesel Mandate For Diesel Fuel Regulation, amendment 
The Regulation sets out the biodiesel sales mandate for a fuel supplier who sells diesel fuel in
Manitoba. Access Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/148.pdf


• Ethanol General Regulation, amendment 
Among other things, the amendments require the application of: CAN/CGSB-3.511-2 016, Oxygenated
Automotive Gasoline Containing Ethanol (E1-E10); and CAN/CGSB-3.516-2017, Denatured Fuel
Ethanol for Use in Automotive Spark Ignition Fuels. Other clauses address manufacturers of
denatured ethanol and set the denatured ethanol sales mandate for a fuel supplier. 
Access Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/149.pdf


Registered: December 3, 2020; published: December 4, 2020
• Forest Use and Management Regulation amendment


The amendment, registered as Regulation 127/2020, on December 3, 2020, under the Forest Act,
recognizes applications sent over the internet “if the applicant submits all information required on the
online form and pays any applicable application fee”. The regulation took effect on December 15,
2020.  Access at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/127.pdf


• Drinking Water Quality Standards Regulation amends values for manganese
The amendment, registered as Regulation 131/2020, on December 3, 2020, under the Drinking Water
Safety Act, amends the table in Schedule B to address new values for manganese and ‘total
microcystins’. Access amendment at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/131.pdf


• Crown Royalty and Incentives Regulation - amendment
For a number of  provisions, "January 1, 2021" is struck out and "January 1, 2023" is substituted.
Details at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/137.pdf
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NEW BRUNSWICK Legislature 


• Bill 2, An Act to Amend the Climate Change Act. Royal Assent: December 18, 2020.
Among other things:


Section 7.1 of the Climate Change Act, chapter 11 of the Acts of New Brunswick, 2018, is amended
a) in subsection (2) in the portion preceding paragraph (a) by striking out “September 1” and 


substituting “December 1”;
b) by adding after subsection (2) the following:


7.1( 3) Despite subsections (1) and (2), an industrial facility that has been designated as a
covered facility under subsection 172(1) of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act
(Canada) and whose designation is in effect on the commencement of this subsection
shall be deemed to have been designated as an opted-in facility under this section on
January 1, 2019.


Access this Private Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-2-e.htm


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*


NOVA SCOTIA No new environment-related entries. 


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project” and to make
consequential amendments.
Under Schedule 3, Transit-oriented Communities Act, 2020, a new section gives powers to the
Minister for the purpose of investing assets in, supporting or developing transit-oriented community
projects related to provincial priority transit projects. The Minister may delegate these powers to
Metrolinx or another prescribed public body. The Schedule also adds related regulation-making
powers and makes a consequential amendment to the Ministry of Infrastructure Act, 2011. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222


• Bill 224, No Time to Waste Act (Plan for Climate Action and Jobs), 2020. Second Reading:
December 1, 2020. Among other things: Schedule 1 enacts the Climate Crisis Health Action Plan Act,
2020, which requires the Minister of Health to:
• develop and publish a strategic action plan that aims to ensure that Ontario’s public health and


health care systems are prepared for the health risks caused by the impacts of the climate crisis;
• establish the Climate Crisis and Health Secretariat whose responsibilities include assisting the


Minister with the development and implementation of the strategic action plan; and
• establish a science advisory board to advise the Minister.
Schedule 2 enacts the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public Sector Act, 2020, which requires
the Lieutenant Governor in Council to establish the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public
Sector.  
Schedule 3 enacts the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis Act, 2020, which establishes the
Select Committee on the Climate Crisis, whose mandate is to develop a comprehensive proposal to
address climate-change related threats facing the province. Access Bill 224 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-224
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ONTARIO Legislature (continued)


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among many other amendments to multiple Acts, this omnibus Bill sanctions controversial measures
under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and particularly with matters
dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding development permits.
Re: Ministerial Review of Permit Decisions - Subsection 28.1 (8) of the Act currently allows a
person who applied to a conservation authority for a permit under subsection 28.1 (1) to appeal that
decision to the Minister if the authority has refused the permit or issued it subject to conditions. 
Under the new Bill, Subsection 28.1 (8) is repealed and replaced with provisions that allow the
applicant to choose to seek a review of the authority’s decision by the Minister or, if the Minister does
not conduct such a review, to appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) within
90 days after the decision is made. Furthermore, if the authority fails to make a decision with respect
to an application within 120 days after the application is submitted, the applicant may appeal the
application directly to the Tribunal.
If applicants are not satisfied with decisions made by the Hearing Boards – which are currently the
Conservation Authorities’ Board of Directors or Executive, then applicants can now appeal directly to
the Minister who can make his or her own decision without a hearing and even issue a permit.
Conservation Authorities claim that changes made by the Province to the conservation authorities’ role
in not being allowed to independently appeal decisions made around municipal planning applications
will put more people and infrastructure at risk of flooding and other natural hazards and add additional
stressors to Ontario’s natural resources.
Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of Minister Zoning Orders' which, conservation authorities claim,
“could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes against their provincially-
delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment. This is in addition to the
already concerning amendments which included new powers for the Minister to bypass conservation
authorities and issue permits as well as curtailing the CAs’ ability to appeal to the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal”.
The government has announced that it will be releasing Regulations in the near future.
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229
Access Conservation Ontario’s summary of proposed amendments to the Conservation
Authorities Act and Planning Act at:
https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/Members_Advocacy_Priorities/CAAct_Summary_of_Proposed_Amendments__Implications_for_CA_Boards_Nov11.pdf


Access legal analysis by Gowlings WLG at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2020/implications-amendments-bill-229-ontario/


Related news item: Ontario announces working group to focus conservation authorities
The Ontario government is creating a working group to help implement changes to conservation authorities. Hassaan
Basit, President and CEO of Conservation Halton will chair the new group which will provide input on the development of
proposed regulations under the Act, and on how conservation authorities are governed. Access details at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59694/ontario-announces-working-group-to-better-focus-conservation-authorities


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Published on e-Laws: December 21, 2020
Regulatory amendments extend date by which construction projects are exempt from
soil planning reuse requirements by one year
On December 21, 2021, in response to delays to infrastructure and development projects resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) announced
regulatory amendments to the following regulations under the Environmental Protection Act:
• On-Site and Excess Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg. 406/19):


https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20775  
• Record of Site Condition Regulation (O. Reg. 153/04):
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20776


• General Waste Management Regulation (Reg. 347):
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20777


- 10 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, January 15, 2021







ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


As noted in the communication from the MECP, some of the finalized changes related to Excess Soil
include:
• extending the date by which construction projects are exempt from soil planning reuse requirements by


one year, from January 1, 2021 to January 1, 2022, to ensure projects close to commencing
construction but delayed due to COVID-19 can proceed as quickly as possible; 


• recognizing assessments and geotechnical studies completed for a project before January 1, 2022, as
acceptable to inform those projects under O. Reg. 406/19; this ensures these studies do not have to be
repeated;


• replacing waste-related Environmental Compliance Approvals with standard rules for low-risk activities,
which applies to operations processing excess soil for resale as a garden product and operations
managing clean soils for residential development projects; 


• providing added flexibility to the Rules for Soil Management and Excess Soil Standards (Soil
Management Rules), including rules for soil storage and reuse of soil impacted by salt; and


• confirming that the registry operated by the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) will
be used for filing notices under O. Reg. 406/19.


Ontario has also finalized an amendment to O. Reg. 153/04 exempting temporary health and residential
facilities from the need for a record of site condition (RSC) if it is in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
and its effects.
For more information and to view finalized regulatory amendments and associated technical documents,
visit ERO (# 019-2462) at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2462
Source: email from MECP Land Policy (MECP), December 21, 2021 and Golder's Excess Soil Management Team


ONTARIO Gazette Notices
Published on e-Laws: December 23, 2020


Amendments change geographical boundaries of provincial parks
O. Reg. 788/20: Designation and Classification of Provincial Parks, filed December 23, 2020 under
Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act, 2006, amends geographical boundaries related to the
following provincial parks: Craigleith Provincial Park (Recreational Class); Fish Point Provincial Park
(Nature Reserve Class); Frontenac Provincial Park (Natural Environment Class); Killarney Provincial Park
(Wilderness Class); Sandbanks Provincial Park (Natural Environment Class); Wabakimi Provincial Park;
and West Sandy Island Provincial Park (Nature Reserve Class).
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20788


Amendment designates Cedar Creek Conservation Reserve
O. Reg. 787/20, filed December 23, 2020, under the Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves Act
designates Cedar Creek Conservation Reserve, in the Thunder Bay area, as a conservation reserve
under the Act. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20787
Published on e-Laws: December 15, 2020


Temagami Forest Management Corporation established
An Ontario local forest management corporation to be known in English as the Temagami Forest
Management Corporation and in French as Société de gestion forestière Temagami is established as a
corporation without share capital. 
Access the Gazette notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20750


Published on e-Laws: November 25, 2020
O. Reg. 663/20: Cleaner Transportation Fuels Regulation introduces renewable content
requirements for gasoline and diesel fuels
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. The Regulation took effect on November 25, 2020. 
See the December 15, 2020 edition for more details. Consult the full text of the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663
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ONTARIO New decisions and policy proposal notices on the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) 


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021.
Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess Soil
Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) under the Environmental Protection Act, which includes rules and
new standards that encourage reuse of excess soil. The ministry is interested in feedback from qualified
persons who undertake environmental site assessment work to support the submission of RSCs for filing on
the Environmental Site Registry. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Extending Grandfathering for Infrastructure Projects and Providing Additional Flexibility for
Excess Soil Reuse
ER0 # 019-2462; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 21, 2020
This decision notice advises that the ministry has amended several regulations related to excess soil under
the Environmental Protection Act, and related documents, in response to delays to infrastructure and
development projects as a result of COVID-19. Access the ERO posting at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2462


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021
The ministry has completed its public consultation and has used the comments received to further revise
the guidance document. The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the updated guidance
reflects the need of stakeholders. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part XV.1
of the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021.
Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
The ministry is proposing updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part XV.1 of the
Environmental Protection Act document to align it with latest regulatory requirements and best practices
related to brownfields risk assessment. This Procedures document also contains plain language guidance
for risk assessment practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk assessment
work and prepare risk assessment reports. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


• Statement of Environmental Values for the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks
ER0 # 019-2826; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 22, 2020; Comment deadline:
February 20, 2021.
The MECP is proposing an amendment to its Statement of Environmental Values (SEV) in order to reflect
changes in its mandate, to fulfill a commitment in the Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan with the addition of
a climate change section, and to add a five-year review period. Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2826


• Amendments to the Mining Act to streamline and improve consistency
ER0 # 019-2427; Decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on December 22, 2020
This decision notice advises that the ministry decided to move ahead with amendments to the Mining Act to
improve consistency of some processes, including one process that will also align with the Digital First
Strategy which is to have all transactions online. Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2427


• Amendments to the Mining Act to provide relief to claim holders
ER0 # 019-2426; Decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on December 22, 2020
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2426


• Launching the Minister’s 10-Year Review of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan
ER0 # 019-2833; Bulletin posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 18, 2020
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2833
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notices (continued)


• Proposal to require municipal support for new or increased bottled water takings
ER0 # 019-2422; Decision posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 18, 2020
Notice is given that the MECP is moving forward with changes to the Ontario Water Resources Act to
require water bottling companies to have the support of their local host municipality for a new or increased
groundwater taking in their community.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2422


• Proposed Revocation of O. Reg. 274/18, Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy
Generation Facilities
ER0 # 019-2848; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on December 16, 2020; Comment deadline:
January 15, 2021
The government is proposing to revoke O. Reg. 274/18 – Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy
Generation Facilities, which placed provincial siting restrictions on renewable energy generation facilities
(Projects) in relation to residential areas and agricultural land. Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2848


• Draft Northern Ontario Transportation Plan
ER0 # 019-2830; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on December 10, 2020. Comment deadline: March 10, 2021
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2830


• Amendments to transition Ontario industrial facilities from the federal Output-Based
Pricing System to Ontario’s Emissions Performance Standards program
ER0 # 019-2813; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 16, 2020; Comment deadline:
January 15, 2021
Based on discussions with the federal government, the options under consideration are for industry to have
compliance obligations under the EPS program begin with their 2021 emissions or their 2022 emissions.
The government is choosing to consult on proposed amendments now for a 2021 start date (i.e. covering
2021 emissions and onwards), in advance of a federal decision regarding a start date for compliance
obligations under the EPS program.
The proposed amendments include changes to the following regulations and incorporated documents:
• greenhouse gas emissions performance standards regulation (O. Reg. 241/19) and the incorporated
GHG emissions performance standards and methodology for the determination of the total annual
emissions limit; and


• greenhouse gas emissions: quantification, reporting and verification regulation (O. Reg. 390/18 or the
reporting regulation) and the incorporated guideline for quantification, reporting and verification of
greenhouse gas emissions.


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2813


• Proposed updates to the Director’s Directions - Minimum Requirements for
Operational Plans
ER0 # 019-2787; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 11, 2020; 
Comment deadline: January 25, 2021.
The Director’s Directions govern the minimum requirements for preparation and content of operational
plans that are developed for municipal residential drinking water systems. An operational plan is the
documentation of a quality management system developed to conform to the requirements of Ontario’s
Drinking Water Quality Management Standard (DWQMS). Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2787


• Limiting municipalities from regulating noise related to the delivery of goods 
ER0 # 019-2514; Decision posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on December 9, 2020. 
Bill 215: Main Street Recovery Act, 2020, limits municipalities from regulating noise related to the delivery of
goods to retail establishments, restaurants, and goods distribution facilities, except as otherwise authorized
by regulation. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2514


• Drainage Act Regulatory Proposal
ER0 # 019-2814; Proposal posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on December 9, 2020.  
Comment deadline: February 7, 2021
The amendments enable development of a new Minister’s Regulation which would: provide a simplified
process for minor improvements to municipal drains; simplify the process for approving updates to an
engineer’s reports for changes to the design made during construction; and adopt the Drainage Act and
Conservation Authorities Act Protocol (DART Protocol) by reference. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2814
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notices (continued)


• Proposed Implementation of Updates to the Water Quantity Management Framework
ER0 # 019-2017; Proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 7, 2020; Comment deadline:
February 5, 2021
The government is proposing enhancements to Ontario’s water taking program. These enhancements
include: requiring water bottling companies to have the support of their host municipalities for new and
increasing bottled water takings; establishing priorities of water use in the province that can guide water
taking decisions; assessing and managing multiple water takings together in areas of the province where
water sustainability is a concern; and making water taking data available to the public to increase
transparency of how Ontario manages water resources.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2017


• Fuel Oil Code Adoption Document (CAD) amendment 2020
ER0 # 019-2781; Posted by the Technical Standards and Safety Authority (TSSA) on December 1, 2020. 
Comment deadline: January 30, 2021
The TSSA invites feedback on its publication of code adoption document (CAD) amendments for fuel oils.
The Fuel Oil CAD is adopted by reference in Ontario Regulation 213/01. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2781


• Increasing renewable content in fuels - update
ER0 # 013-4598; update posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 25, 2020.
The Notice confirms that the province’s new “Cleaner Transportation Fuels: Renewable Content
Requirements for Gasoline and Diesel Fuels” (O. Reg 663/20) regulation is now in effect - including the
Technical Guideline: Cleaner Transportation Fuels, which is incorporated by reference pursuant to s.177(5)
of the Environmental Protection Act. The new regulation extends the 2020 compliance year into a two-year
compliance period (2020-2021) to provide fuel suppliers with more time to manage compliance. Access the
ERO Notice update at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2709


• Greener Gasoline and Greener Diesel - Director's Directions
ER0 # 019-1030; policy decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 25, 2020.
As noted above, Ontario has revoked its Greener Gasoline (O. Reg. 535/05) and Greener Diesel (O. Reg.
97/14) regulations and replaced them with a single new regulation governing renewable content in gasoline
and diesel fuels. The new regulation, O. Reg. 663/20 (Cleaner Transportation Fuels), requires fuel suppliers
to increase the renewable content in gasoline to 15 per cent between 2025 and 2030. 
Access the ERO Decision Notice update at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1030


• Ontario Low-Carbon Hydrogen Strategy - discussion paper
ER0 # 019-2709; Policy discussion document posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 13, 2020
Comment deadline: January 18, 2021  
Access the discussion paper at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2020-11/Ontario%20Low-Carbon%20Hydrogen%20Strategy%20-


%20discussion%20paper%20%28November%202020%29.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2709


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 127, Net-zero Carbon Act. Royal Assent: December 4, 2020. Section 3 sets out the principles
upon which the Act is based, including that the achievement of sustainable prosperity includes the
elements of the Mi’kmaq concept of Netukulimk, sustainable development, a circular economy, and an
inclusive economy.
Section 7 establishes the following targets for the purpose of reducing PEI greenhouse gas emissions:
• by 2030 and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be less than 1.2 
megatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year;


• by 2040 and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be at a level        
where carbon neutrality is achieved.


Access this Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=a97cba8a-ba0b-4102-9582-b000378126c2&fileName=bill-127.pdf


• Bill 46, Forest Fire Protection Act. Third Reading: November 20, 2020. Access at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=8ea6b04a-68f4-4032-bee6-7b4d9b53e281&fileName=bill-46.pdf


- 14 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, January 15, 2021







PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature (continued)


• Bill 123, An Act to Amend the Electric Power Act. First Reading: November 19, 2020. 
Section 1 adds a requirement that an energy efficiency and demand-side resources plan include a
reasonable estimate of greenhouse gas and other emissions reductions that would be achieved under
the plan.
Section 2 provides that a decision by the Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission shall ensure that
any rates, tolls or charges that are confirmed, determined or fixed, promote energy efficiency and
demand-side resource measures; and where the decision relates to a residential class of customers,
shall not permit a reduction in rates, tolls or charges. 
Access the Private Member’s Bill at:
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=5a290fdd-2dee-4872-9b70-047ccd3b24c4&fileName=bill-123.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Adopted
December 10, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure projects
while conferring on the Autorité des marchés publics (the Authority) a greater role in monitoring the public
contracts arising from those projects. An infrastructure project may benefit from one or more of the following
measures: (1) a simplified expropriation procedure; (2) the possibility of undertaking work on part of the domain
of the State before the required rights are obtained; (3) the adaptation of certain processes applicable under the
EQA, in particular those relating to the obligation to obtain a ministerial authorization to carry on activities and
those applicable to the environmental impact assessment and review procedure; and (4) an exemption from the
application of the Act respecting land use planning and development for government interventions as well as
simplifications to the procedure for obtaining a municipal authorization. Access Bill 66 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• An Act to set a standard for the maximum concentration of manganese in drinking
water. First Reading: December 9, 2020. The purpose of this bill is to set a standard for the maximum
concentration of manganese in drinking water. The Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water is
amended accordingly to specify that drinking water cannot contain more than 0.06 milligrams of manganese per
litre. Access via: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/recherche/recherche-avancee.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Committee clause-by-clause consideration, last sitting held: November 25,
2020. The bill amends the Act respecting land use planning and development in order to, among other things,
grant regional county municipalities the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management. Access Bill 67
at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. In Committee; adopted in principle on: November 11, 2020. Among other
things, this bill amends the Act to give the Government the power to require any organization that generates
residual materials by their activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and
underwrite the financing of those systems. The bill also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-profit
body to take on the responsibility for developing, implementing and financing a product stewardship plan.
Access Bill 65 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 35, An Act to modernize certain rules relating to land registration and to facilitate
the dissemination of geospatial information. Assent: October 8, 2020. Access details at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-35-42-1.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Passed: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework policy and
creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and strategies. The bill also
amends the rules governing the Green Fund, which it renames the “Electrification and Climate Change Fund”,
which is to be exclusively dedicated to the financing of measures to combat climate change.
The Act to increase the number of zero-emission vehicles in Québec is also amended with a view to facilitating
its application, in particular with regard to reconditioned motor vehicles. Access Bill 44 text and details of
progress at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for
greenhouse gas emission allowances
The Regulation implements, with amendments, a draft Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting
a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances that was published in Part 2 of the
Gazette officielle du Québec on September 9, 2020. 
It outlines in particular the information or documents a person or municipality who files an application
for registration in the province’s cap-and-trade system must provide to the Minister.
Under the Act, the Minister may grant the available emission units, either by allocating them without
charge to emitters required to cover their greenhouse gas emissions, or by selling them at auction or
by agreement to persons or municipalities determined by regulation of the Government. Access the
detailed regulation in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104762.pdf


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1289-2020: Approval of Éco Entreprises Québec’s schedule of contributions
payable for 2020 for the “containers and packaging” and “printed matter” classes
The Order in Council features a table outlining the 2020 Schedule of Contributions for “Containers and
Packaging” and “Printed Matter” classes”. 
Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104763.pdf


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1290-2020: Approval of RecycleMédias’ 2020 schedule of contributions for the
“newspapers” class
The Order in Council features a table outlining the 2020 Schedule of Contributions for Newspapers.
Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104764.pdf


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1291-2020: Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting compensation for adverse
effects on wetlands and bodies of water
The purpose of the Regulation is to postpone to December 31, 2021, the application of section 46.0.5
of the Environment Quality Act and the provisions of the Regulation respecting compensation for
adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water that, otherwise, would apply to work, structures and
other intervention carried out in the shore, bank or floodplain of a lake or watercourse as of December
31, 2020.  Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104765.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act for: any
member of executive council; employees, officers or agents of local authorities; and persons acting
under the minister’s direction or authorization pursuant to this Act; and the Crown and its officers or
agents. Access pdf of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf
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SASKATCHEWAN Gazette


December 24, 2020, The Saskatchewan Gazette
Seismic Exploration Amendment Regulations, 2020 address restrictions on detonation
of explosives
Seismic Exploration Amendment Regulations, 2020, under the province’s Mineral Resources Act,1985,
were published in the December 28, 2020 edition of the Saskatchewan Gazette. Among other things,
the amendments address:
• terms and conditions related to the issuance of licences for field operations; and
• restrictions on the detonation of explosives, particularly when blasting near structures and inhabited
areas where, specifically, “no holder of an exploration licence shall fail to take reasonable precautions
against possible injury to persons and property”.
Access full text by selecting pdf of Gazette under ‘related products’ at: 
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/110810


December 4, 2020, The Saskatchewan Gazette
Forest Resources Management (SK Environmental Code Adoption) Amendment 
Enabled by F-19.1 - The Forest Resources Management Act, the Regulation states that every required
licence holder shall ensure that the forest inventory is prepared in accordance with the Forest
Inventory Standard. Access full text by selecting pdf of Gazette under ‘related products’ at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/109616


The Environmental Management and Protection (SK Environmental Code Adoption) Regulations
The Regulation is amended by adding the following clause after clause (g): “(g.1) the Forest Inventory
Standard, as established by the minister on July 28, 2020”. Access full text by selecting pdf at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/109616


The Scrap Tire Management Amendment Regulations, 2020
Minor amendment to section 2 can be accessed by selecting pdf via:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/109614


The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations, 2020
The Appendix to The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Regulations is amended by
this Regulation to designate certain lands. Access further details via:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/109616


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Saskatchewan approves new battery recycling program
A new recycling program for consumer batteries in Saskatchewan was launched on January 1, 2021.
The program is operated by Call2Recycle Canada Inc., a non-profit environmental stewardship
organization that meets the requirements of a government-approved program under The Household
Hazardous Waste Products Stewardship Regulations, 2019.
As part of the new program, an environmental handling fee will be paid at the point of purchase effective
January 1, 2021. The fee rates range, depending on the size of battery and the chemistry type. The fees
will be paid to Call2Recycle for the collection, transportation and recycling of the batteries at their end-
of-life. For more information visit: https://www.call2recycle.ca/saskatchewan/.


*
THE TERRITORIES Yukon 


Bill 14, An Act to Amend the Environment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 22, 2020.
This enactment amends the Environment Act to enable the Commissioner in Executive Council to
make regulations respecting single-use products and packages for the purpose of reducing waste,
litter or harm to the environment. Access at:  
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/34-3-Bill014-Act-to-Amend-Environment-Act.pdf
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*Energy and environment
Federal Analysis


Canada announces clean fuel regulations
by Alan Harvie, Max Collett, Mélissa Devost, Gatlin Smeijers; Norton Rose Fulbright Canada, January 11, 2021
The Canadian government has released for public comment draft Clean Fuel Regulations (CFR) [see Gazette Notice on
page 3 of this issue of HSERA]. The CFR is complex and will impact every Canadian and Canadian business that use
liquid fossil fuels, such as gasoline or diesel. 
These regulations will require carbon-intensity (CI) reductions in liquid fossil fuels (i.e., gasoline, diesel, fuel oils, etc.)
produced and imported into Canada. CI is the amount of greenhouse gases (GHG) emitted in the production, distribution
and combustion of fuel on a volume basis (e.g., the GHG emissions per litre of gasoline).
The CFR is intended to drive emission reductions in liquid fuels in use in Canada, such as for transportation, heating and
electrical generation, and encourage investment in low-CI initiatives.
The CFR will be implemented in December 2022 under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999. Non-
compliance may therefore result in criminal penalties.


What the CFR applies to: Gasoline, diesel, kerosene and light and heavy fuels will be subject to the CFR. Canada
planned to apply the CFR to gaseous and solid fuels such as propane and coal, making it the first country in the world to
do so, but that is no longer the case.
The CFR will not apply to liquid fuels used as industrial feedstocks or that are exported, used in a refinery or an upgrader
or in certain remote communities.


Who does the CFR apply to?:The persons required to comply with the CFR are the producers (i.e., refineries)
and importers of liquid fossil fuels into Canada, called “primary suppliers.”
Persons who are not primary suppliers can voluntarily participate in the CFR by carrying out emission reduction projects
that create CFR credits they can sell to primary suppliers. They are called “registered creators.” 


How does it apply?: Each regulated fuel will have a CI limit expressed in grams of carbon-dioxide equivalent
emitted per amount of energy, or “gC02eMJ,” with CI limits based on Canadian averages and applicable across the
country. 
Primary suppliers will have to determine the total volumes of liquid fuels they produce or import in a year, the annual CI
limits on all such fuels on a company-wide basis and the actual CI of all of their fuels. If the actual CI of a primary
supplier’s fuels on an annual basis is above the CI limits set by the CFR, then they will have to bring themselves into
compliance.
Gasoline and diesel must also be supplemented with minimum biofuels content, similar to requirements of the existing
federal Renewable Fuels Regulations. The CFR will replace the Renewable Fuels Regulations and the biofuel
supplementation obligation will continue under the CFR.


Compliance: The CFR is performance based, meaning it sets CI limits on liquids fuels but leaves it up to primary
suppliers to decide how to achieve such limits.
Primary suppliers with a CI above the CFR’s CI will have to annually retire credits to achieve compliance. Credits can be
created four ways: undertaking actions to reduce a fuel’s lifecycle emissions, blending lower CI fuels into existing fuel
products, switching to fuels with a lower CI, or paying into a CFR-recognized compliance fund (for up to 10% of the
compliance obligation). The proposed rules around credit creation and use are complex and still in development.
The CFR credit system will allow primary suppliers to create credits or obtain them from registered creators and then retire
such credits to meet their CI compliance obligations. Each credit represents a lifecycle emission reduction of one tonne of
GHGs.


Lifecycle reductions: The CFR will measure a fuel’s CI on a “wells-to-wheels” basis, meaning it will sum up all
emissions from exploring for, producing, refining, transporting and consuming the fuel. A primary supplier may choose
where in a fuel’s lifecycle – from production to consumption – it can reduce its fuel’s CI and earn credits, which should
provide significant flexibility and spur innovation. For instance, CFR credits can be created by reducing emissions arising
from oil and gas production, such as through carbon capture and storage, CO2 enhanced oil recovery or electrification of
oil and gas field facilities. Standard methods to quantify such CI reductions are being developed.


Low-CI fuel supplies: Credits may be created by switching to or blending low-CI fuels such as ethanol or biodiesel
into fuels. To qualify, the low-CI fuels must have a CI that is 90% or less then the CI value for that fuel and be approved by
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC). Qualifying low-CI fuel feedstocks obtained from forestry or agricultural
activities must meet a land use and biodiversity criteria. For instance, the biomass used to create ethanol for a low-CI fuel
must not come from certain types of forest, wetland, grassland or riparian areas, among other requirements.


Fuel switching: Credits may be created through changing fossil fuel engines to utilize another fuel, such as switching
to electric vehicles (EV). The credits may also be created by operators of certain fueling facilities, such as EV charging
stations.
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Federal Analysis (continued)


CFR fund payments: A primary supplier may meet up to 10% of its CFR compliance obligation by paying a carbon
tax of $350 per tonne into a compliance fund recognized by ECCC, such as certain provincial GHG technology funds. The
rules for this are still being developed. 


The CFR credit market: The CFR will create a complex credit clearance mechanism that will cap CFR credit prices
at $300 per tonne, require primary suppliers and registered creators to register, report all credit transactions, and include
credit verification requirements.


Finalizing the CFR: The CFR is to be finalized in late 2021 and brought into force in 2022. Given its scope and
complexity, significant effort will be needed by primary suppliers and registered creators to fully understand the CFR’s
nuances and develop strategies and projects to ensure compliance.


Source/courtesy: The above analysis is reproduced verbatim from: Canada announces clean fuel regulations by Alan Harvie, Max Collett,
Mélissa Devost, Gatlin Smeijers; Norton Rose Fulbright Canada; January 11, 2021. Access the full text of this article at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/c2617e4b/canada-announces-clean-fuel-regulations


ALBERTA AEP announcementss


AEP posts updated Standard for validation, verification and audit
On December 17, 2020, Alberta Environment and Parks announced that the Standard for Validation,
Verification and Audit has been updated with virtual site visit requirements and to provide clarity that
accredited verifiers must conduct verifications in accordance with the requirements of their
accreditation.
Reminder: Lead verifiers, peer reviewers, and designated signing authorities must complete the
Alberta-specific verification training before finalizing any verifications of 2020 compliance reports by
June 30, 2021 and benchmark applications submitted by September 1, 2021. Initial training dates have
been set for: January 26, January 28, and February 3, 2021.
For more information, contact AEP at: AEP.GHG@gov.ab.ca.


Water Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations
Reminder: In December, 2020, Environment and Parks, Government of Alberta, posted the latest Water
Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ebaf4d4d-d3f9-4973-b416-db5006747016/resource/3a30a95f-35ab-4214-9617-240f4695a9cb/download/aep-water-conservation-policy-for-upstream-oil-and-gas-operations-2020.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices
December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Pipeline Rules amendment addresses closure plans
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published amendments to the Pipeline Rules (AR
91/2005) under the Pipeline Act. The amendments provide for new rules regarding the closure,
abandonment and reclamation of pipelines, including closure quotas and plans. Similar provisions
related to well closures were also published in the Gazette amending the Oil and Gas Conservation
Rules under the province’s Oil and Gas Conservation Act. 
Access the Gazette Notices (pages 977 and 978) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


Amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation
On December 31, 2020, the government published amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation
Regulation (AR 115/93) under the province’s Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. Among
other things, a new provision states: 


Where a reclamation certificate is issued under the Act in respect of an activity referred to in section 1(t)(vii) (a) on
or before February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made
under section 142(2) of the Act more than 5 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate, or
(b) after February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made
under section 142(2) of the Act more than 25 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate.


Access the Gazette Notice (page 997) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf
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ALBERTA Gazette notices


Amendments to the Oil Sands Conservation Rules address in situ schemes
On December 31, 2020, the government published amendments to the Oil Sands Conservation Rules
(AR 76/88). The changes direct an operator of an in situ scheme to provide information on the
progress, performance, efficacy and operation of the scheme in accordance with Directive 054,
“Performance Reporting and Surveillance of In Situ Oil Sands Schemes”, published by the Alberta
Energy Regulator (AER).
Access the Gazette Notice (page 1001) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA AER announcements


ICORE investigation reports do not support findings of wrongdoing 
In December 2020, the Public Interest Commissioner advised that her office had completed four
additional investigations into the conduct of former AER employees who had been closely associated
with the International Centre of Regulatory Excellence (ICORE) and reported that the investigations did
not support any findings of wrongdoing as defined under the Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower
Protection) Act. For more information, access the AER announcement at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/about-the-aer/governance/icore-investigation-reports


Bulletin 2020-26
New AER jurisdiction over borrow pits supporting energy activities
As of January 1, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) will make decisions on surface material
licences, leases, and exploration dispositions for oil and gas operators requiring borrow materials to
build roads, pads, etc. to support energy activities. (A "borrow pit" is a small excavation providing
materials for use in construction projects).
For more information, refer to the Borrow Pits on Public Lands: Operational Guidance Fact Sheet at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/borrow-pits-on-public-lands-operational-guidance


Bulletin 2020-24
Update to Emissions Report released along with methane performance report
On December 14, 2020, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) updated its annual emissions report,
ST60B: Upstream Petroleum Industry Flaring and Venting Report, which provides a summary of flared
and vented gas volumes, and launched a methane performance report. 
The report shows that across Alberta’s energy industry, gas flaring and venting have been decreasing in
the last five years, with total gas vented reaching an all time low. 
The methane performance report falls under our Industry Performance Program which strives to hold
companies accountable for their decisions and actions, improve their performance, and share more
information with Albertans. 
Access the ST60B: Upstream Petroleum Industry Flaring and Venting Report at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/data-and-reports/statistical-reports/st60b
Access the methane performance report at:
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/holding-industry-accountable/industry-performance/methane-performance


Bulletin 2020-23
Invitation for feedback on revisions to Directive 020
On November 4, 2020, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it has made changes to
section 5 of “Directive 020 (Draft): Well Abandonment” to allow for some routine abandonment of
commingled wells that involve qualified subsurface geological strata and corresponding geographic
locations. AER is now seeking public feedback on this revision.
The revised edition of Directive 020 is available on the AER website at: www.aer.ca > Regulating
Development > Rules and Directives > Directives > Directive 020 (Draft).
To provide feedback, complete the comment form available on the AER website and email it to
Directive020@aer.ca
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ALBERTA Gazette notices


Bulletin 2020-22
Wells functionality moving to OneStop
On November 2, 2020, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that, on November 26, 2020,
the Regulator released new functionality for well licences through its OneStop platform. The new
functionality will address:
• all amendments to well licences;
• applications to re-enter an abandoned wellbore by a company other than the original licence holder;
• applications to deepen a well while the rig is on a hole;
• internal and external cancellation processes for well licences; and
• information updates by licensees to certain well licence information post-rig release.
Following the software release, AER will hold training sessions on the new functionality. 
New and amended quick reference guides (QRGs) will also be posted on the OneStop landing page. 
Directive 056 will be updated to reflect the latest software release. 
Access the bulletin at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-22https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-22


Related news: Globe report alleges that energy firms misled Alberta regulators on cleanup of abandoned well sites.
On January 14, 2021, the Globe and Mail carried a news report claiming that an ongoing investigation by the AER into
reclamation certificate applications applied for under the OneStop system, found that some engineering firms had
erroneously claimed that well sites had been cleaned up. 
The OneStop program removes the requirement for inspectors to even lay their eyes on sites before issuing certificates
saying land has been returned to its pre-well state. Instead, it relies on energy companies and those that sign off on their
cleanup work – agrologists and engineers, for example – to attest the information attached to their applications is true and
correct. Access the full text of the Globe article at:
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/business/article-energy-firms-misled-alberta-regulators-on-cleanup-of-well-sites/


Related resources: The latest AER package release on Remediation includes: 
- Remediation Regulation Administration - update;
- Contamination Management Tools and Resources - update; 
- Remediation Certificate Applications to Contamination Closure Applications - renamed; and
- Pre-2019 Substance Releases - new webpage.
Access at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-closure/remediation


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


Submission portal for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information launched
On January 4, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that it is implementing a Permittee
Capability Assessment (PCA) to determine security deposit requirements for permit holders under
Section 30 of the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA). To support the PCA, the Commission is
launching online submission for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information.
The implementation of the PCA will occur over the next year to strengthen the Commission’s ability
to monitor and ensure the corporate health of permit holders. Once fully implemented, the PCA will
replace the Liability Management Rating (LMR) program for determining security deposit
requirements under Section 30 of OGAA.
Beginning February 1, 2021, the Commission will request permit holders to submit certain corporate
financial and reserves information annually and quarterly.
To access online submissions for the Corporate Financial and Reserves Information, visit the
eSubmission online portal and select PCA. 
Access release at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/submission-portal-for-corporate-financial-and-reserves-information-launched/


Changes to Submission Process for As-Drilled Survey Plans (INDB 2020-26) 
Effective January 6, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission is implementing various changes to as-drilled
survey plans. For details, access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/changes-to-submission-process-for-as-drilled-survey-plans-indb-2020-26/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements (continued)
Revisions to the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation 
Effective December 18, 2020, the BC Oil and Gas Commission’s Board of Directors, pursuant to the Oil
and Gas Activities Act (OGAA), approved the following minor amendments to the Dormancy and
Shutdown Regulation (DSR):
• Annual Work Plans and Annual Reports must now be submitted to the Commission in the form and


manner specified by the Commission. As per INDB 2020-25 all Annual Work Plans and Annual
Reports must be submitted to the Commission via the eSubmission online portal.


• Sites where the well permit has been cancelled, declared spent, or expired, are now defined as
former sites. Former sites are now included with the DSR and permit holders are required to include
them in their closure activities. 


Access INDB 2020-27 at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/revisions-to-the-dormancy-and-shutdown-regulation-indb-2020-27/


*
MANITOBA Gazette


Crown Royalty and Incentives Regulation - amendment
Registered: December 10, 2020. For a number of  provisions, "January 1, 2021" is struck out and
"January 1, 2023" is substituted. 
Access details at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/137.pdf


Oil and Gas Production Tax Regulation - amendment 
Registered: December 10, 2020. For a number of  provisions, "January 1, 2021" is struck out and
"January 1, 2023" is substituted. 
Access details at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/138.pdf


Standards, codes and guidelines
FEDERAL Transport Canada standards 


• Highway tank brake interlocks used during loading and unloading 
These standards require that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and unloading
of dangerous goods. This can be done using wheel chock blocks or using an integrated brake
interlock system that activates the vehicle brakes. The choice provides highway tank operators with
the flexibility to select the best method for their operations.
The general loading and unloading requirements for highway tanks transporting dangerous goods are
found in Clause 7.1 of CSA B621-14 and Clause 5.1 of CSA B622-14.
See associated safety advisory at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


FEDERAL CSA standards


• Z259.16 - Design of active fall-protection systems (New edition)
This Standard specifies requirements for the design and performance of complete active fall-
protection systems, including travel-restraint and vertical and horizontal fall-arrest systems. This
Standard is intended for engineers with expertise in designing fall-protection systems.
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org; Review start date: Dec 17, 2020; Review end date: Feb 17,
2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4026
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FEDERAL CSA standards (continued)


• Drinking water treatment systems (New Edition)
This Standard covers drinking water treatment systems that are (a) point-of-use or point-of-entry
plumbed systems; and (b) point-of-use non-plumbed systems.
Note: Drinking water treatment systems covered by this Standard are intended to be used for the
reduction or inactivation of harmful substances that can be present in drinking water.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; Review end date: Mar 8, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043


• CSA Environmental DNA (eDNA) Reporting Requirements and Terminology Standard
This Standard applies to appropriate reporting of information regarding the conduct of eDNA biological
surveys or assessments. This Standard provides:
- Definitions for terms that are routinely used in the description of eDNA studies;
- Minimum reporting requirements for eDNA studies in a quality assurance/quality control context,
including the following: reporting requirements describing survey design; reporting requirements for
metadata collection; reporting requirements for different types of substrate collected from the
environment; reporting requirements for sample collection, labelling, handling, and preservation;
reporting requirements for the extraction of nucleic acids (i.e., DNA, RNA); reporting requirements for
various analytical methods (qPCR, metabarcoding, metagenomics, metatranscriptomics, etc.);
reporting requirements for overall survey analysis and interpretation; and reporting requirements for
assessing the possibility or probability of Type 1 (false positive) and Type 2 (false negative) errors.
Users: This Standard is intended for use, among others, by industrial proponents that have activities
with potential ecological impacts and by proponents of resource development projects whose business
may have either direct or indirect influences on natural systems, particularly aquatic systems, and
whose development depends on social and regulatory acceptance of transparent science-based
studies of natural ecosystems in the interest of accurately understanding and describing project-related
effects.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; Review end date: Mar 8, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4042


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Gazette notices


January 9, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 17
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures:
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. The stipulations, now in effect, are backed
by a series of administrative monetary penalties applicable to both individuals and companies and
outlined in the notice. With this posting, the Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil
Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 16, made on December 17, 2020, is repealed.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-11-21/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n17
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FEDERAL Gazette notices


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Order brings into force Canada Labour Code provisions regarding administrative penalties
and harassment and violence amendments
Pursuant to subsection 402(3) of the Budget Implementation Act, 2017, No. 1 and subsection 20(2) of
An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (harassment and violence), the Parliamentary Employment
and Staff Relations Act and the Budget Implementation Act, 2017, No. 1, this Order in Council fixes
January 1, 2021, as the day on which these amendments to the Canada Labour Code (the Code)
come into force.
Once in force, these amendments will establish an administrative monetary penalties (AMPs) regime
(see item below), authorize the development of pilot projects under Part IV of the Code, and introduce
compliance orders under Part III of the Code.
In addition, the Order bringing into force An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (harassment and
violence), strengthens the existing framework for the prevention of harassment and violence, including
sexual harassment and sexual violence in the workplace and ensures that occupational health and
safety provisions apply to parliamentary workplaces. 
Additionally, the Budget Implementation Act, 2018, No. 2, which received royal assent on December
13, 2018, amends the Code to establish authorities for the designation of a new Head of Compliance
and Enforcement (HOCE). 
The Canada Labour Code applies to employers and employees in federal Crown corporations (e.g.
Canada Post) and federally regulated private sector industries, such as: international and
interprovincial transportation by land and sea, including railways, shipping, trucking and bus
operations; airports and airlines; port operations; telecommunications and broadcasting; banks;
industries declared by Parliament to be for the general advantage of Canada, such as grain handling,
uranium mining; and First Nations Band Councils.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/si-tr74-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Administrative Monetary Penalties (Canada Labour Code) Regulations: SOR/2020-260,
allows names and information regarding employers to be made public 
The objective of the Administrative Monetary Penalties (Canada Labour Code) Regulations [the
Regulations] is to implement an AMPs regime and the public naming of violators as a new compliance
and enforcement measure under the Code. 
Under these provisions, Labour Program officials will have additional tools to help achieve higher
levels of compliance with Part II and Part III of the Code and, as a result, improve working conditions
for workers under federal jurisdiction.
The Regulations specify the method used to determine the amount of an AMP in a given situation
when issuing the notice of violation (NoV). 
To further strengthen compliance with Part II and Part III of the Code and their related regulations,
Part IV of the Code allows for the names and information regarding employers who have received an
AMP to be made publicly available. According to the government, naming of violators will provide an
incentive for employers to comply with the Code and, as a result, an increase in compliance with the
Code is anticipated.
The Code stipulates that only employers can be publicly named. Information will not be published until
all review and appeal processes have been exhausted.
These Regulations came into force on January 1, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors260-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States)
This Order, made pursuant to section 58 of the Quarantine Act, continues to prohibit entry into
Canada of foreign nationals arriving from the United States for an optional or discretionary purpose,
with some limited exceptions. This Order is in effect until January 21, 2021. Access the Gazette
Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-26/html/order-decret-eng.html
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FEDERAL Gazette notices (continued)


December 19, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Exemptions from, and modifications to, Hours of Work provisions Regulations
The primary objective of this regulatory proposal is to support the implementation of new hours of work
provisions (sections 169.1, 169.2, 173.01 and 173.1 of the Canada Labour Code) in order to balance
the operational realities of certain industries with the legislative goal to provide employees with work-
life balance and more predictability in relation to their hours of work.
The proposed Regulations would provide exemptions from, and modifications to, the hours of work
provisions for specific classes of employees. The proposed Regulations are summarized in the tables
featured in the proposal as published in the Gazette.
Access the Gazette notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-19/html/reg1-eng.html


December 19, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Hazardous Products Regulations (GHS, Seventh Revised Edition) 
The amendments - required to align with the seventh revised edition of the United Nations Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) - include the adoption of a
new hazard category for non-flammable aerosols and new subcategories for Flammable Gases; the
addition of a new test procedure for Oxidizing Solids; and modifications to Schedule 1 of the
Hazardous Products Regulations to update the information required to be provided on safety data
sheets. (See full description on page 3 of this issue of HSERA for more information).
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-19/html/reg4-eng.html


December 12, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from any Country Other than the United States)
This Order generally continues to prohibit entry into Canada of foreign nationals arriving from countries
other than the United States unless they meet a specified list of exemptions. Even those who are
exempted from the general prohibition may not enter if they have COVID-19, or if they exhibit signs and
symptoms of COVID-19. This Order is in effect until January 21, 2020.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-12/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


December 12, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Mandatory Isolation), No. 8
This Order maintains the previous requirements that all persons who enter Canada, whether by air,
land, rail and sea, are required to answer questions to determine if they have signs or symptoms of
COVID-19, and, with limited exceptions, quarantine or isolate for 14 days from the day upon which they
entered Canada. This Order is in effect until January 21, 2020. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-12/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Transport Canada issues alert re: expiration of COVID-19 temporary certificates
To ensure compliance with the TDG Regulations, stakeholders must address any existing gaps with
TDG Regulations before January 31, 2021. This may include:
• ensuring that all employees are trained as per the TDG Regulations and hold a valid training


certificate; and
• ensuring that all Means of Containment (MOCs) used to transport dangerous goods have been tested


and inspected in accordance with relevant standards and display current and valid inspection and test
markings.


The following temporary certificates will not be renewed beyond January 31, 2021:
• TU 0750.1: Training. This temporary certificate allows individuals who had been trained and held valid


training certificates on March 1, 2020, to continue handling prescribed tasks under expired training
certificates;


• TU 0751.2: This temporary certificate allows for the use of certain means of containment (MOCs) that
do not comply with testing and inspection requirements under the TDG Regulations. 


Access details at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-awareness-materials-faq/safety-awareness-kit-industry/expiration-covid-19-temporary-certificates
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FEDERAL Compliance reminders (continued)


Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Nuclear Safety and Control Act
(Radiation Protection): SOR/2020-237, now in effect
Reminder: Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Nuclear Safety and Control Act
(Radiation Protection): SOR/2020-237, are now in effect.The objective of the amendments to the
Regulations is to enhance radiation protection for workers, the public and the environment. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-11-25/html/sor-dors237-eng.html


Transport Canada updates to Duty/Rest Rules for Railway Operating Employees now in effect
Reminder: New Duty/Rest Rules for Railway Operating Employees, now in effect, are designed to
improve current rules by placing new limits on the length of a duty period, and increasing the length of
the minimum rest period between shifts. The new rules also establish limits on the total number of hours
that can be worked in a week (60 hours in a seven-day period) as well as in a month (192 hours in a 28-
day period). Related links: 
• Updated work/rest rules for railway operating employees at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2020/11/updated-workrest-rules-for-railway-operating-employees.html
• Original Ministerial Order on Fatigue in the Rail Sector at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2018/12/minister-of-transport-moves-to-improve-fatigue-management-for-railway-employees.html


FEDERAL Consultations


Comment period on proposed changes to REGDOC-2.5.6 on rooms for handling nuclear
substances extended to February 12, 2021
The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission announced recently that it is extending its comment period
on draft REGDOC-2.5.6, Design of Rooms Where Unsealed Nuclear Substances Are Handled, to
February 12, 2021. Access details of consultation on:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/regdoc-256-public-consultation?tool=forum_topic


*


ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill
amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation Act
to simplify language and remove unnecessary barriers for industry.
Proposed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act include:


- removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites with multiple
employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;


- allowing occupational health and safety officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before starting an
investigation;


- clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents; and
- clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals to make it easier to follow so that serious health


and safety concerns can be resolved more quickly.
Proposed changes to the Workers’ Compensation Act include:


- reinstating an insurable earnings cap for injured and ill workers;
- limiting presumptive coverage for psychological injuries to firefighters, police officers, peace officers, correctional


officers, paramedics and emergency dispatchers;
- restoring a voluntary system for reinstating an injured worker; and
- removing the requirement for employers to contribute to health benefit plans for injured workers who are off work.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


Access a full analysis of Bill 47 “Proposed Sweeping Changes To Alberta's Occupational Health And Safety Act” by Simon
Foxcroft, Mathieu LaFleche, Tayler Meagher and Jennifer Miller; Bennett Jones LLP at:
https://www.bennettjones.com/Blogs-Section/Proposed-Sweeping-Changes-to-Albertas-Occupational-Health-and-Safety-Act
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ALBERTA Gazette


December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Safety Codes Act delineate new powers for Safety Codes officers to review projects
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published, among other things, amendments under the
provincial Safety Codes Act to delineate powers for safety codes officers to review various systems of
construction projects by repealing subsection (2) of Section 18 and substituting the following:


(2) If, in the opinion of a safety codes officer, the size or complexity of a project may give rise to safety concerns, the
safety codes officer may require that the construction of any or all of the project’s (a) buildings,  (b) electrical
systems, (c) elevating devices, (d) gas systems, (e) plumbing and private sewage disposal systems, or (f) fire
protection systems and equipment, be reviewed during construction in accordance with the Engineering and
Geoscience Professions Act or the Architects Act.


Access Gazette Notice (page 982) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf 


Alberta Regulation 264/2020 - Workers’ Compensation Act (Various Regulations)
Amendment Regulation 
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published amendments related to, among other things:
physician remuneration; Appeals Commission functions; and establishing a roster for independent
medical examinations. Access the Gazette Notice, (page 984), at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


November 30, 2020 Alberta Gazette Part II
Alberta Regulation 217/2020 - Provincial Administrative Penalties Regulation
The Regulation outlines administative penalties and fines for contravention of certain provisions of the
Traffic Safety Act. Access at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/22_Nov30_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Compliance alerts


Drivers’ Hours of Service (Permit Reduction) regulation amended 
Alberta Reg.127/2020, among other things, requires operators, on request by a peace officer, to
produce daily records and logs for inspection. The Regulation took effect on January 1, 2021. 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/15_Aug15_Part2.pdf


Commercial Vehicle Safety (Dimension and Weight)
Alberta Reg.128/2020 details precise specifications of dimension and weight related to various types of
commercial vehicles. The Regulation took effect on January 1, 2021. Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/15_Aug15_Part2.pdf


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: August 14, 2020. The Bill,
with the exception of sections 17,18, 35 and 36, took effect on Royal Assent. Sections 17, 18, 35 and
36 took effect on January 1, 2020.  The legislation amended 34 provisions of the Workers
Compensation Act (Act), addressing issues related to:
- occupational health and safety investigations and convictions;
- workers’ compensation benefits;
- the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division;
- the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and
- collecting unpaid assessments.
Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1


WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices


December 1, 2020, the British Columbia Gazette, Part II
New workers’ compensation dollar amounts now in effect
BC Reg. 273/2020, deposited November 25, 2020, under the Workers’ Compensation Act [section
333], orders that, effective January 1, 2021, (a) the dollar amounts referred to in column 2 of the
Schedule attached to the Order are adjusted and are now in effect. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n20_273-2020


BRITISH COLUMBIA OH&S Guidelines - update


New and revised Exposure Limits based on ACGIH TLVs for Selected
Chemical substances
Reminder: As reported in the December 15 edition of HSERA, at its November 2020 meeting,
WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors (BOD) approved the adoption of the 2016, 2017, and 2018 new
and revised American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists Threshold Limit Values
(ACGIH TLVs) covering select chemical substances.
For more information, including specific OELs, access the WorkSafe BC notice at:
http://www.worksafebcmedia.com/enews/prrd/201201-ELs/201201-ELs.html


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


British Columbia resource explains the risks of disinfectants 
Most workplaces are increasing the use of disinfectants, cleaners, and sanitizers to respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic. In many cases, this means that workers are using unfamiliar and potentially
harmful chemicals. A new risk advisory, Increased Use of Disinfectants, Cleaners, and Sanitizers
during COVID-19, explains the risks and what you can do to protect workers from those risks. Access
the advisory at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/risk-advisory/increased-use-disinfectants-cleaners-sanitizers-covid-19?lang=en


COVID-19 Public Health Orders includes requirements for employers
On December 17, 2020, the Public health officer issued a Workplace Safety order that includes a
number of requirements for all employers, including:
• Employers must review their COVID-19 Safety Plan to ensure that the plan adequately protects


workers from the risk of COVID-19 transmission in the workplace and is consistent with WorkSafeBC
requirements. Access WorkSafeBC’s Reviewing and updating your COVID-19 safety plan: A guide for
employers resource for help in reviewing plans.


• Employers must ensure that workers are prohibited from entering the workplace if they have
symptoms of COVID-19 or have had a potential exposure through a health check.


• Employers must encourage workers to work from their private residence wherever possible, unless
there is a preference on the part of the worker or the employer for the worker to work at the workplace.
COVID-19 Safety Plans must include measures to prevent workers from congregating or crowding in
indoor common areas, such as elevators, lobbies, hallways, stairwells, corridors, bathrooms, meeting
rooms, break rooms, and kitchens.


On December 29, 2020, the PHO issued an Industrial Camps Restart order that applies to a number
of industrial projects. Affected employers are advised that they must review and comply with the
requirements of this order.
On January 7, 2021, updated public health orders were issued covering: sports and recreation, gyms
and fitness centres, accommodation, faith-based organizations, performing arts, movie theatres, retail
and vending markets, party buses and limousines, mandatory masks, worker health checks. 
More information at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/health-and-safety


Inspections and consultations during the COVID-19 pandemic
Learn what to expect when WorkSafeBC conducts an inspection or consultation during the COVID-19
pandemic at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/health-and-safety/inspections-consultations-during-covid-19-pandemic
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources (continued)


Related resources: Reviewing and updating your COVID-19 safety plan: A guide for employers. This
new WorkSafeBC guide will help employers review your COVID-19 Safety Plan to ensure it continues to be
effective as conditions change, or in response to Provincial Health Officer orders. View resource at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/reviewing-updating-covid-19-safety-plans-guide-for-employers?lang=en


Help prevent the spread of COVID-19: Updated entry check posters for workers and visitors.
Download entry check poster for workers at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-entry-check-workers?lang=en
Download entry check poster for visitors at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/posters/help-prevent-spread-covid-19-entry-check-visitors?lang=en


*
MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 44, the Employment Standards Code Amendment Act. Royal Assent: October 28,
2020. This Bill amends The Employment Standards Code to allow an employee to take a leave of
absence if the employee is more susceptible to COVID-19 because of an underlying medical condition,
ongoing medical treatment or other illness. 
Access Bill 44 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b044e.php


• Bill 2, The Budget Implementation and Tax Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
November 6, 2020. This Bill implements tax and other measures announced in the 2020 Manitoba
Budget. Changes to the Workers’ Compensation Board and to the Labour Relations Act have been
detailed in previous editions of HSERA.
Access the Bill at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b002e.php


• Bill 118, Occupiers' Liability Amendment Act, 2020. Ordered for Third Reading: November
16, 2020. The Bill amends the Occupiers’ Liability Act to provide that no action shall be brought for the
recovery of damages for personal injury caused by snow or ice against an occupier, or an independent
contractor employed by the occupier, unless, within 60 days after the occurrence of the injury, written
notice of the claim and of the injury is served. The Bill also sets out exceptions to this rule.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-118


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now referred
to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made
by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious,
or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The Workers
Compensation Act (see Bill 18 below). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020. This
Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of the
Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Compensation - For calculating compensation, maximum annual earnings are set at $150,000. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. The
appeal commission now has the authority to establish practice and procedure rules. The position of
employer adviser is created to assist employers in understanding the Act.
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


Related consultations: The WorkSafeBC Board approved policy changes in advance of stakeholder consultation to ensure
WorkSafeBC policy aligns with the Act as amended by Bill 23 on January 1, 2021. WorkSafeBC Division has released two
discussion papers on these newly revised policies to identify whether further policy changes are necessary.
The discussion papers, revised policies, and information on how to provide feedback can be accessed as follows:
Consultation on Bill 23 — Permanent partial disability benefits at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits
Consultation on Bill 23 — Retirement age determinations at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations
Comment deadline: April 16, 2021. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK Legislature


• Bill 19, An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act: Second Reading: December 9,
2020. Access minor amendment at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, An Act to Amend the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission
and Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal Act: Second Reading: December 8, 2020.
The Bill makes minor administrative and text changes.
Access the text of this Private Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Industrial Relations Act. Third Reading: December 18, 2020.
The Bill deals with arbitration matters re: firefighters and police officers. Access the text of this Private
Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-21-e.htm


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Legislature


• Bill 23, Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2020. Reminder: First Reading: October 27, 2020.
This Bill would enact the Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2020 and repeal the Radiation Health and
Safety Act. This Bill would amend the Occupational Health And Safety Act, RSNL 1990 c. O-3 and the
law respecting health and safety in the operation of radiation equipment. Access Bill 23 at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/housebusiness/bills/ga49session1/bill2023.htm


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Announcements


New provincial safety group launches
Reminder: On November 27, 2020, it was announced that WorkplaceNL had approved a $1.5 million
grant to the Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters NL Division (CME NL) to create Made Safe NL, a
new provincial manufacturing and processing safety sector council.


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


November 25, 2020, Royal Gazette
Order made pursuant to Section 32 of the Health Protection Act (Nova Scotia) restated
Among other things, the Order deals with COVID-19-related: isolation and quarantine requirements;
physical distancing, gathering limits, masks and face coverings; long term care facilities and other
vulnerable populations; business organizations and professions; exceptions and penalties.
The Order makes explicit:


7.The Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1996, c.7, s.1, is hereby incorporated by
reference and must be followed by all employers, contractors, constructors, suppliers,
owners and employees and each shall take every precaution that is reasonable in the
circumstances to ensure the health and safety of all persons at or near a workplace.


Access the full text of the Order in the Gazette at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg1/2020/RG1-2020-11-25.pdf


November 20, 2020, Royal Gazette
Workers’ Compensation Act - Firefighters’ Compensation Regulations – amendment 
Section 2 of the Firefighters’ Compensation Regulations, N.S. Reg. 140/2003, is amended to clarify a
reference to a disease by striking out “colon cancer” in the sixth row of the table and substituting
“colorectal cancer”. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2020/RG2-2020-11-20.pdf


Amendment to the Workers’ Compensation General Regulations 
Clause 9(1)(c) of the Workers’ Compensation General Regulations, N.S. Reg. 22/1996, is amended by
adding “except volunteer firefighters to whom Part I of the Act applies” immediately after “fire
department”. Access at: https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2020/RG2-2020-11-20.pdf
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ONTARIO Legislature


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading: December
8, 2020. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an unexpected increase
in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums, while maintaining an increase to the
maximum earnings cap for worker benefits. Specifically, the Bill amends the Workplace Safety and
Insurance Act, 1997 as follows:
• A new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain premiums payable by


employers for the 2021 calendar year. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is given regulation-
making powers with respect to the calculation and the period during which the special rule applies.


• A new section 167 stipulates, among other things, that the Minister may direct the Board to provide
the Minister with information that the Minister considers necessary for the proper administration of
the Act. Access Bill 238 at:


https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 218, Supporting Ontario's Recovery and Municipal Elections Act. Royal Assent:
November 20, 2020. Section 2 of the Act provides that no cause of action arises against any person
as a direct or indirect result of an individual being or potentially being infected with or exposed to
coronavirus (COVID-19) on or after March 17, 2020 as a direct or indirect result of an act or omission
of the person providing certain conditions are met. Access Bill 218 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-218/status


Access related analysis: “Proposed Legislation Protects Ontario Businesses From Pandemic-related Legal
Claims” by Fahad Siddiqui; Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/a9b5110d/proposed-legislation-protects-ontario-businesses-from-pandemic-related-legal-claims


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


Province launching workplace education and enforcement campaigns 
The Ontario government recently announced that it is launching a series of education and
enforcement campaigns to ensure businesses across the province are taking the necessary steps to
keep employees, consumers and the public safe. These campaigns will support the current efforts of
police, municipal by-law officers, and public health inspectors to educate businesses and enforce the
COVID-19 health and safety requirements. Officers will be asking employers to produce their
workplace safety plans. The campaigns are being carried out in strategic locations, drawing on a team
of more than 200 provincial offences officers from across ministries. 
Access release outlining compliance requirements at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59276/ontario-launches-workplace-education-and-enforcement-campaigns


Deadlines for AODA compliance reports 
Reminder: Under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), the deadline for
businesses and non-profit organizations with 20 or more employees to file an accessibility compliance
report has been extended to June 30, 2021. Access the relevant Government of Ontario guidelines on
complying with the website accessibility standards at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/completing-your-accessibility-compliance-report.


Electronic Logging Devices (ELD) for Intra-provincial Carriers
Reminder: The move to replace paper-based daily logbooks with ELDs complements Transport
Canada (TC) amendments to the Federal Hours of Service (HoS) Regulations which mandate the use
of ELDs for all federally-regulated commercial truck and bus operators, effective June 12, 2021. 
Access Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oc9QkHh6GEmmGfQaQYNfO6y?language=en&postingId=35067
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ONTARIO Announcements


COVID-19 Update: New measures for Toronto workplaces
On January 4, 2021, Toronto's Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Eileen de Villa, announced new measures
for Toronto workplaces to minimize the spread of COVID-19. Effective immediately, there are new
reporting requirements, infection prevention measures, and a system to publicly report on workplace
related outbreaks.
Employers must immediately notify Toronto Public Health once aware of two or more people who test
positive for COVID-19 within a 14-day interval in connection with the workplace premises. On the
occurrence of two positive cases within the noted interval, employers must also:
• Provide Toronto Public Health with a designated contact person;
• Notify the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training, and Skills Development and/or other relevant 
government authorities of the outbreak; and


• Cooperate with Toronto Public Health, including allowing entry to the workplace for inspection and to 
support enhanced control measures.


Toronto Public Health has issued additional infection prevention measures that workplaces are
instructed to abide by. These include:  
• Ensuring hand sanitizer and hand-washing facilities are provided in work and rest areas;
• Implementing rigorous and frequent environmental cleaning in all high-touch areas such as doorknobs


and elevator buttons, and areas accessible to the public such as washrooms, check-out counters, and
concession stands;


• Conducting a review of the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems to ensure proper
functionality;


• Minimizing instances of more than one individual in a vehicle. Where not possible, ensuring face
coverings are worn and the windows of the vehicle are open;


• Ensuring the physical distancing of workers of at least two meters and installing one-way walkways;
and


• Implementing physical barriers where physical distancing is not possible.
Additionally, employers are required to ensure employees are aware of income replacement and
workplace benefits that they are entitled to if they have to isolate as a result of COVID-19 symptoms, a
test, or close-contact with a case. The city hopes this will encourage employees to report COVID-19
symptoms and contacts to their employers. 
Access COVID-19 Guidance: Employers, Workplaces & Businesses and related resources at:
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-employers-workplaces-businesses/


and
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/9538-Fact-Sheet-for-Workplaces-Non-Healthcare_final.pdf


Related analysis: COVID-19 Update: New Measures For Toronto Workplaces; January 7, 2021; article by Conseiller De
L'employeur and Nicole Naglie (Summer Student); McCarthy Tétrault LLP. Website: https://www.mccarthy.ca/en


ONTARIO Consultations


February 12 deadline on proposal to modernize reporting requirements for Part VII -
Notices under the Occupational Health and Safety Act
On December 18, 2020, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted a
proposal to consolidate notice and reporting requirements under the Occupational Health and Safety
Act (OHSA).
All workplaces covered by the OHSA are required to provide notice and reports to the MLTSD and/or
other specified workplace parties (such as the Joint Health and Safety Committee) of any fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other prescribed incidents or occurrences at the workplace
(Part VII - Notices: Sections 51 to 53.1, OHSA). 
To assist employers in meeting their obligations under Part VII - Notices of the OHSA, the MLTSD is
proposing to streamline the prescribed written reporting requirements into a single regulation that
would apply to all workplaces covered under the OHSA. Comment deadline: February 12, 2021.
Access discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35627&attachmentId=47096
Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=BoPpLoCa1pDVK1Rl6w-4Izt?language=en&postingId=35627
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


February 22 deadline to comment on First Aid modernization proposals
On January 8, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted a
proposal to transfer the responsibility of workplace first aid from the Workplace Safety and Insurance
Board (WSIB) to MLTSD. This regulatory modernization could include:
• a new first aid regulation made under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA);
• revocation of the current Regulation 1101 First Aid Requirements made under the Workplace Safety


and Insurance Act, 1997 (WSIA);
• the development of first aid training standards that are approved by the Chief Prevention Officer


(CPO); and
• enforcement of first aid requirements by MLTSD.
Comment deadline: February 22, 2021.
Access the discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35867&attachmentId=47296
Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=jFv1f6z_02gFWQuKP8EDnmV?language=en&postingId=35867


ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders
Published on e-Laws: January 12, 2121
O. Reg. 8/21: Enforcement of COVID-19 measures
Filed January 9, 2021, published January 11, the regulation, the Emergency Management and Civil
Protection Act, outlines enforcement of COVID-19 measures under the Declaration of Emergency.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21008
O. Reg. 7/21: Declaration of Emergency
Filed January 12, 2021, published January 12, an emergency is declared pursuant to section 7.0.1 of
the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act in the whole of the Province of Ontario. 
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21007
Published on e-Laws: January 11, 2121


The following recently-published Regulations and Orders under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to
COVID-19) Act, 2020, reflect the Ontario government’s rapidly-changing requirements regarding maintaining
health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.
O. Reg. 6/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Filed January 9, 2021, published January 11, the regulation makes various amendments regarding,
among other things, restrictions on the number of people gathering in a rental space for the purposes
of collective bargaining and lists of people who may be considered essential workers in designated
health units. Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21006
O. Reg. 5/21: Rules for areas in Stage 2
Filed January 9, 2021, published January 11, the regulation makes various amendments regarding,
among other things, capacity limits for indoor and outdoor sports and recreational fitness facilities,
including businesses associated with NHL games..
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21005
O. Reg. 4/21: Rules for areas in Stage 3
Filed January 9, 2021, published January 11, the regulation addresses capacity limits for indoor and
outdoor sports and recreational fitness facilities, including businesses associated with NHL games.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21004
O. Reg. 3/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Filed January 7, 2021, published January 7, the regulation addresses capacity limits for indoor and
outdoor sports and recreational fitness facilities including businesses associated with NHL games.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21003
Published on e-Laws: December 21, 2020
O. Reg. 780/20: Stages of reopening
Filed December 21, 2020, the regulation amends O.Reg. 363/20 to delineate those areas falling under
Stages 1, 2 & 3 and the colour-coded red, green, yellow and orange zones within each area. The
regulation took effect on December 26, 2020. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20780
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices
Published on e-Laws: December 23, 2020
O. Reg. 785/20: Preparation and adoption of community safety and well-being plan
For the purposes of clause 143 (3) (a) of the Police Services Act, the prescribed date for developing a
community safety and well-being plan is July 1, 2021 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20785


Published on e-Laws: December 15, 2020
O. Reg. 751/20: Occupational health and safety awareness training: Amendments to
Working at Heights provisions 
Ontario has made regulatory amendments to change its Working at Heights training requirements. The
amendments recognize Newfoundland and Labrador’s rigorous fall protection training to allow greater
labour mobility, and expand an existing exemption for automotive manufacturers and assemblers to
remove the need for duplicate training. The changes took effect on January 1, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/R20751


ONTARIO Management resources


• Updated COVID-19 workplace safety plan guide: Under the new provincial COVID-19 response
framework, certain businesses are now required to have a workplace COVID-19 safety plan if their community is
in the Protect (yellow), Restrict (orange), Control (red) or Lockdown levels. All other businesses are encouraged
to create a workplace safety plan too. Access Develop your COVID-19 workplace safety plan at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/develop-your-covid-19-workplace-safety-plan?mc_cid=a8fd0b10f8&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• WSPS: Free one-hour recorded webinar on building a workplace safety plan: Access this tool at:
http://lp.wsps.ca/ON_Safe_Open_Webinar.html?mc_cid=e365a7bd9c&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Using masks in the workplace: Using masks to protect workers from COVID-19:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace?mc_cid=a8fd0b10f8&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Addressing ultraviolet radiation hazards to retail workers: The Ontario government has launched a
webpage to provide information to grocery store employers and workers regarding health and safety
considerations of using ultraviolet radiation as a method of sanitizing items in response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Access details at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ultraviolet-radiation-grocery-sanitization?mc_cid=a8fd0b10f8&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• COVID-19 Screening Tool for Workplaces: Access this tool at:
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/workplace_screening_tool_guidance.pdf.


ONTARIO WSIB updates


O. Reg. 785/20: Preparation and adoption of community safety and well-being plan
Changes to the Operational Policy Manual (OPM) dealing with the transition to the new rate structure
were posted on the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board website on January 4, 2021. 
To view the affected operational policies consult the OPM home page at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/policy/operational-policy-manual
For more information about these changes, and the policy agenda for 2021, see the Policy
Updates/Clarifications page at: https://www.wsib.ca/en/policy/policy-updates-clarifications


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 43, An Act to Amend the Labour Act. Royal Assent: December 4, 2020. The Bill amends
the Labour Act to add new sections 34.1 to 34.5 to deal with disputes that arise prior to the signing of a
first collective agreement. Section 34.1 establishes a definition of “employer” for the purposes of the
new sections. Section 34.2 authorises the parties who are unable to resolve a dispute to apply to the
Minister, and authorizes the Minister to refer the matter to the Board. The section also specifies the
Board’s powers to attempt to resolve the matter. Access Bill 43 at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=b6efa385-f945-489d-b487-60317cb82c04&fileName=bill-43.pdf
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QUEBEC Legislature 


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. First Reading:
October 27, 2020. Among other things, the Bill first amends the Act respecting industrial accidents
and occupational diseases in order to, among other things:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases called the “Comité scientifique sur les


maladies professionnelles”;
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a job shadowing or work training period under the responsibility of
an educational institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to an employment injury;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission regarding medical matters or


concerning the financing of the occupational health and safety regime to elect to apply for a review of
the decision or to contest it before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;


• allow the Commission to render a new decision if a change in circumstances impacts a beneficiary’s
entitlement to benefits;


• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the
adapted equipment and health services to which a worker who suffers an employment injury is
entitled, as well as regarding medicines and other pharmaceutical products; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access the full text of Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


Access related analysis:
Introduction Of Bill 59, An Act To Modernize The Occupational Health And Safety Regime: Major Changes Expected
by Éric Thibaudeau, Laurence Bourgeois-Hatto and Jonathan Garneau; Langlois lawyers, LLP at:
https://langlois.ca/introduction-bill-59-act-modernize-occupational-health-safety-regime-major-changes-expected/
Occupational Health And Safety Legislation In Quebec: New Realities And Challenges For Employers by Natalie
Bussière, Francis Laperrière Racine, and Sarah Rohmann; Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP at:
https://www.blakes.com/insights/bulletins/2020/occupational-health-and-safety-legislation-in-quebec-new-realities-and-challenges-for-employers


QUEBEC Legislature 


• Bill 72, An Act to amend various legislative provisions concerning mainly bodies in
the field of public safety. Adopted in principle: December 2, 2020. This bill changes the mode of
appointment of investigators of the specialized anti-corruption police force.
Access Bill 72 via: http://m.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-72-42-1.html


• Bill 71, An Act respecting Off-highway vehicles. First Reading: November 12, 2020;
considered in committee, December 8, 2020. The Bill proposes a reform of the regulation of off-
highway vehicles. Its main object is to ensure public safety and harmonious coexistence of
recreational use of such vehicles and the activities of other users of the territory. If Bill 71 is passed,
impaired driving will become prohibited. The maximum speed imposed on snowmobilers will be 70
km/h, while it will be 50 km/h for quad drivers. 


Access Bill 71 at: http://m.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-71-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices


December 2, 2020, Gazette Officielle
An Act respecting Industrial accidents and occupational diseases — Table of gross
annual income from suitable employments for 2021 - Access at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104721.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices


December 2, 2020, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the table of income replacement indemnities payable under the
Act respecting industrial accidents and occupational diseases and of indemnities
payable under the Workers’ Compensation Act for 2021 - Access at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104717.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


New lockdown and curfew In Quebec: Implications for industry
Invoking an increase in the number of COVID-19 cases in Quebec and the increased pressure on the
hospital system, on January 6, 2021, Premier François Legault announced that the lockdown which
was in force since December 25 would continue and apply to all of Quebec, except for the James Bay
Cree territories and Nunavik, up to February 8, 2021, inclusively. In addition, he stated that a provincial
curfew would apply from Saturday, January 9, 2021.
Access the announcement at: 
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/confinement-in-quebec/#c81010
Access related analysis: Confinement Reinstated In Quebec: What Employers Need To Know - by Megda Belkacemi
Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/92f4af56/confinement-reinstated-in-quebec-what-employers-need-to-know


What Employers Must Know at: 
https://mcmillan.ca/A-New-Lockdown-and-Curfew-in-Quebec-What-Employers-Must-Know


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act for: any
member of executive council; employees, officers or agents of local authorities; and persons acting
under the minister’s direction or authorization pursuant to this Act; and the Crown and its officers or
agents. Access pdf of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading:
December 9, 2020. Access pdf of Bill via: 
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices 


December 31, 2020, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II 
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020
Revised Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020 were published under the province’s
Employment Act on December 31, 2020. The Regulations feature annexed tables outlining the
following:
• updated Occupational Exposure Limits;
• rules covering excavation and trench shoring; 
• minimum training requirements for a competent operator of a crane;  
• minimum dimensions of members of light duty wooden scaffolds; 
• minimum rraining requirements for trained operator of powered mobile equipment; 
• a summary of first aid personnel requirements; 
• activities that constitute high hazard work; 
• notifiable medical conditions resulting from occupational exposure; 
• asbestos processes; and
• first aid services.
The Regulations are outlined in the Saskatchewan Gazette, beginning on page 929. Download a pdf of
the Gazette Notice by clicking the gazette icon at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111318
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SASKATCHEWAN Announcement


Saskatchewan introduces legislation to protect health sector employees
On December 10, 2020, the government introduced The Publicly-funded Health Entity Public Interest
Disclosure Act. The new Act establishes protections for employees of publicly-funded health entities
when they disclose a wrongdoing. It will apply to employees of the Saskatchewan Health Authority and
the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency, and provides the ability to add other health care organizations
through regulation.
Wrongdoings that can be reported include situations that contravene federal or provincial Acts or
regulations, gross mismanagement of public funds, or circumstances that create danger to life, health,
safety or the environment. Employees who report a concern or potential wrongdoing in good faith and
experience consequences or reprisals may also contact the Public Interest Disclosure Commissioner
at: https://ombudsman.sk.ca/pidc/?rel=saskpidc.


*
THE TERRITORIES 


Nunavut
December 23, 2020, Nunavut
Regulation 033-2020: Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, amendment
In addition to numerous minor changes to the French language version of the regulations, an appendix
to the regulation details new tables dealing with: minimum number of toilets facilities at work site;
minimum dimensions of supports used in light duty wooden scaffolds (height less than 6 m); excavation
and trench shoring; hours of work and rest periods for work in compressed or rarefied air; radiation
weighting factors; effective dose limits; specific equivalent dose limits; minimum distances from
exposed energized high voltage conductors.
Access December 23, 2020 Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/nunavut-gazette/2020


Nunavut
December 23, 2020, Nunavut
Regulation 034-2020: Workers’ Compensation General Regulations, amendment
The amendment deals with the subsistence allowance for a worker staying in accommodations in which
kitchen facilities are available for use by the worker. Access December 23, 2020 Gazette Notice at:
https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/nunavut-gazette/2020


Northwest Territories
December 17, 2020, Northwest Territories Gazette
Regulation R-130-2020: Workers’ Compensation General Regulations, amendment
The amendments deal with minor inconsequential amendments to the Workers’ Compensation
General Regulations, established by regulation numbered R-080-2010. Access details at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2020/12_2.pdf


New First Aid Requirements for Workplaces in the Northwest Territories
On December 7, 2020, amendments to Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Regulations in the
Northwest Territories were made to harmonize first aid practices across all provinces and territories in
Canada. The amendments include new requirements on first aid risk assessments to help employers
determine the quantity and type of first aid kits needed at a work site and the level of training and
number of first aid attendants needed on site. In summary:
• First aid training providers need to update their training and training materials for January 1, 2021.
• Employers have one year to use and update first aid kits at their work sites. The deadline is January


1, 2022.
• First aid certification remains valid until the expiry date on the certification.
The changes came into effect on January 1, 2021. Employers have one year from that date to use and
update the first aid kits at their work sites and ensure they meet the requirements of the amended OHS
Regulations and the Canadian Standards Association (CSA).
https://wscc.nt.ca/news/media-release-new-first-aid-requirements-workplaces-northwest-territories
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Chemical compliance
Chemicals Management Plan risk assessment publication plan for January-March 2021 
Canada’s Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) program is sharing the following Risk Assessment Publications
Plan to inform stakeholders of anticipated CMP publications in January to March 2021. Please note that the
targeted publication dates are subject to change. The program anticipates sharing the Risk Assessment
Publications Plan for April-June 2021 by spring 2021:
• Acetic acid FSARb


• Aliphatic Amines Group DSARa


• Benzophenone FSARb


• Benzotriazoles & Benzothiazoles Group DSARa


• Bioactivity Exposure Ratio SciADc


• Decenes Group DSARa


• Diazenedicarboxamide FSARb


• Methane, dimethoxy- FSARb


• Ethers Group DSARa


• Hexamethylenetetramines Group DSARa


• Monocyclic and Bicyclic Sesquiterpenes Group DSARa


• Piperazine DSARa


• Proteins Derivatives and Yeast Extract Group DSARa


• Thiophosphate Alkyl Esters Group DSARa


a Draft Screening Assessment Reports (DSAR) presenting information on health and ecological considerations
and,  where criteria under s. 64 are proposed to be met, Risk Management Scope documents.


b Final Screening Assessment Reports (FSAR) presenting information on health and ecological considerations, a
table of responses to public comments received on the DSAR and, where criteria under s. 64 are met, Risk
Management Approach documents.


c A Science Approach Document describes the approach and expected results for health considerations.
Substances considered in Science Approach Documents will be included in future Screening Assessment
Reports.


Access at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/chemicals-management-plan.html


Canada Gazette Notices 


January 9, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of two substances in the Decenes Group
— hydrogenated didecene, and hydrogenated trimer and tetramer of decene or HTTD
Following a screening assessment of two substances referred to collectively as the Decenes Group, it is proposed
to conclude that hydrogenated didecene and HTTD meet one or more of the criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA.
It is also proposed that HTTD meets the persistence criteria but not the bioaccumulation criteria and that
hydrogenated didecene does not meet the persistence and bioaccumulation criteria as set out in the Persistence
and Bioaccumulation Regulations of CEPA. 
Hydrogenated didecene is used in lubricants and greases, self-care products, and mining applications. HTTD is
used in lubricants and greases for automotive care and in the automotive, aircraft and transportation sectors.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-09/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


January 9, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Ministerial Condition No. 20551 
The Ministerial Condition applies to the following substance:
1-propanaminium, 3-amino-N-(carboxymethyl)-N,N-dimethyl-, N-C8-18 acyl derivs., inner salts, Chemical Abstracts
Service (CAS) Registry Number 97862-59-4.
The substance has been assessed as being toxic, or capable of becoming toxic, within the meaning of section 64 of the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-09/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2
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Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


January 9, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of two substances in the Thiocarbamates Group
Following a screening assessment of two substances:
— thioperoxydicarbonic diamide ([(H2N)C(S)]2S2), tetramethyl- (TMTD), CAS RN 137-26-8; and 
–-  piperidine, 1,1′-(tetrathiodicarbonothioyl)bis- (DPTT), CAS RN 120-54-7;
it is concluded that TMTD meets one or more of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act; and that DPTT does not meet any
of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act.
As a result, the Ministers propose to recommend to Her Excellency the Governor in Council that TMTD be added to Schedule
1, the List of Toxic Substances under the Act.
TMTD is primarily used as a process regulator for manufacturing solid rubber products in Canada. It is used as a component in
automotive parts, in sealants and adhesives, and in the manufacture of a limited number of food packaging materials. This
substance is also registered as an active ingredient in pest control products in Canada (under the name of thiram). 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-09/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na5


January 9, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Order 2020-66-02-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List 
The Order adds 38 substances that meet the criteria to the Non-domestic Substances List.
29 substances that were on both the Domestic Substances List and the Non-domestic Substances List are deleted from the
Non-domestic Substances List. In addition, CAS Registry Number 181887-30-9 is deleted from the Non-domestic Substances
List. Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-09/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3


December 26, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of eight substances in the Used and Re-refined Oils Group 
The Used and Re-refined Oils Group includes used oil and substances produced during the reprocessing and re-refining
process. Used oil refers to all used lubricant oils that are collected, transported, and stored. Used oil residue applies to a non-
volatile residual stream generated as a by-product of re-refining and reprocessing operations. 
Following a screening assessment, “it is concluded that used oil residue, used vacuum gas oil, C12-25 used distillate, C5-18 used
distillate, used light oil, hydrotreated used residue, refined used oil and clay-treated used oil do not meet any of the criteria set
out in section 64 of CEPA”. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


December 26, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision on four substances in the Substituted Alkyl Imidazolines Group 
Following a screening assessment on four of eight substances referred to collectively under the Chemicals Management Plan as
the Alkyl Imidazolines and Salts Group, it is concluded that “CAS RN 95-38-5, CAS RN 27136-73-8, CAS RN 68442-97-7, and
CAS RN 68966-38-1 do not meet any of the criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA”.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne3


December 26, 2020 Canada Gazette Part I
Order 2020-87-15-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List 
Under the Order, Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following: 3084-40-0 and 31727-13-6.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2020-112-15-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List
The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) assessed information on nine substances (seven
chemicals and polymers, and two living organisms) new to Canada and determined that they meet the criteria for addition to the
Domestic Substances List, as set out in the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). Therefore:
Part 5 of the Domestic Substances List  is amended by adding the following in alphabetical order under the heading
“Organisms/Organismes”: Recombinant non-replicating Human adenovirus C, EI/E3 deleted, encoding for a human interferon
alpha-2b cDNA driven by cytomegalovirus and adenovirus type 2 tripartite leader N; and Part 7 of the List is amended by adding
the following in numerical order: 19493-1 N Recombinant paramyxovirus encoding transgene (MRK-RPET-001). Access the
Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors274-eng.html
Order 2020-87-15-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List
In addition, Part 1 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in numerical order: 3084-40-0 N; 13718-
94-0 N; 31727-13-6 N-P; 646054-62-8 N-P; 1373521-46-0 N-P; and Part 3 of the List is amended by adding the following in
numerical order: 19491-9 N-P; and 19492-0 N. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors273-eng.html
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Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2020-112-14-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List
The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) assessed information on 18 substances (17
chemicals and polymers, and one living organism) new to Canada and determined that they meet the criteria for addition to the
Domestic Substances List, as set out in the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). Therefore:
Part 5 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in alphabetical order under the heading
“Organisms/Organismes”: Non-genetically modified human lymphocytes N.
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors270-eng.html
Order 2020-87-14-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List
In addition, Part 1 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding 11 substances and Part 3 of the List is amended by
adding six substances: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors269-eng.html
Final decision after screening assessment of eight substances in the Phenol-formaldehyde Resins Group
Notice is given that, following a screening assessment, it is concluded that the eight substances do not meet any of the criteria
set out in section 64 of the Act and that, therefore, the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers)
propose to take no further action on these substances at this time. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2020/2020-12-12/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2
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Environmental regulation & compliance


INTERNATIONAL


Exploring Border Carbon Adjustments for Canada
The European Union has recently taken an important step forward on Border Carbon Adjustments (BCAs) by
releasing a legislative proposal for a Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, Canada
responded to this and related developments by posting a consultation document titled Exploring Border Carbon
Adjustments for Canada.
This paper frames BCAs in a Canadian and international context with a view to establishing a common
understanding of what BCAs are and how they work. It introduces the different types of BCAs, the goals they aim to
achieve and considers BCAs from a number of perspectives, among which is the question of how BCAs might
affect Canada’s trading relationships and areas where further work is required for cooperation on BCAs with trading
partners. Access the paper at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


Canada hosts World Circular Economy Forum 
From September 13 to 15, 2021, the World Circular Economy Forum will be hosted virtually in Canada. The event
series is co-organized by the Government of Canada and the Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra to bring together
leading game-changers in the circular economy. The free event will include collaborative, demonstrative, and
accelerator sessions that cover topics such as plastics, circularity at home, climate and biodiversity, and outcome-
oriented events that help bridge collaboration between businesses, policymakers, and experts to accelerate the
circular transition. Learn more at: https://www.wcef2021.com/programme/


Canada–France Climate and Environment Partnership – 2021–2022
On August 12, 2021, Canada posted details of a new Canada-France Climate and Environment Partnership for
2021-2022. Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-countries-regions/europe/canada-france-agreement.html
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FEDERAL Legislature  
A federal election was called by Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, on August 17, 2021. On August 16, 2021, Parliament was
dissolved and a proclamation issued for the House of Commons to meet on October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 


August 28,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Description of the Western Painted Turtle, Pacific Coast population, critical habitat in
the Alaksen National Wildlife Area
The latest Species at Risk Act (SARA)  recovery strategy for the Western Painted Turtle, Pacific Coast
population identifies the critical habitat for the species in a number of areas, including within a federally
protected area.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-28/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne7


August 21,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Modifying the Operation of the Passenger Automobile and Light Truck
Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations
The Interim Order corrects an error in the Passenger Automobile and Light Truck Greenhouse Gas
Emission Regulations to quickly allow automobile manufacturers to obtain the intended number of
credits for advanced technology vehicles such as battery electric vehicles; plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles; fuel cell vehicles; as well as natural gas dual fuel vehicles and dedicated natural gas vehicles
sold in the country. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-21/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


August 21,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Second Interim Order Modifying the Operation of the Passenger Automobile and Light
Truck Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations
Related to the above, this is the second Interim Order issued by the Minister, and approved by the
Governor in Council, correcting the multiplier formula used to determine carbon dioxide (CO2)
equivalent emission credits for advanced technology vehicles found in the Passenger Automobile and
Light Truck Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations for an additional year.
Generally, the Regulations require importers and manufacturers of new vehicles to meet increasingly
stringent fleet average GHG emission standards over the 2011–2026 model years through a CO2


equivalent emission credits system.
Correcting the formula used to calculate credits for advanced technology vehicles, as well as natural
gas dual fuel vehicles and dedicated natural gas vehicles, ensures that companies receive the
intended level of credit for each vehicle sold. This correction will increase the number of earned credits
for companies whose sales substantially or entirely consist of advanced technology vehicles.
The second Interim Order will be retroactive to the 2017 model year.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-21/html/order-decret-eng.html#dt1


August 21,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Notice with respect to temporary possession of migratory bird carcasses under the
Migratory Birds Regulations 
As a result of this notice, a person is permitted to temporarily possess found dead migratory birds to
allow for swift delivery of such birds to provincial or territorial authorities for analysis. In all other
circumstances, the prohibition against possessing the carcasses of migratory birds remains in effect.
This notice comes into force for a period of one year from August 21, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-21/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-08-13 Canada invests $796 million to collaborate with provinces, territories, and other
partners to protect nature across the country: The investment includes up to $210 million over five
years to support interested provinces and territories to develop bilateral nature agreements with the
federal government, $209 million to protect priority ecosystems, and $377 million to support recovery
actions for priority species such as boreal caribou, Atlantic salmon and Pacific salmon: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/canada-invests-796-million-to-collaborate-with-provinces-territories-and-other-partners-to-protect-nature-across-the-country.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


• 2021-08-13 Canada announces first projects to be funded under the Green and Inclusive
Community Buildings program: The program supports green and inclusive community buildings
across Canada through retrofits, repairs, upgrades, and new builds:
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-first-projects-to-be-funded-under-the-green-and-inclusive-community-buildings-program.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada announces $340 million to support Indigenous-led conservation. Access
release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-340-million-to-support-indigenous-led-conservation.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada and Manitoba renew commitment to protect Lake Winnipeg and its basin.
Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/canada-and-manitoba-renew-commitment-to-protect-lake-winnipeg-and-its-basin.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada and BC invest over $110 million in 14 drinking water, wastewater and
stormwater infrastructure projects to provide reliable services to communities:
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/08/canada-and-british-columbia-invest-over-110-million-in-14-drinking-water-wastewater-and-stormwater-infrastructure-projects-to-provide-reliable-serv0.html 


FEDERAL Reports


• Primer on Climate Change: Directors’ Duties and Disclosure Obligations in Support of the
Principles for Effective Climate Governance. Released on August 20, 2021, by the Commonwealth
Climate and Law Initiative, and the Climate Governance Initiative, in collaboration with the Canada Climate Law
Initiative, the report advises that directors’ duties require them to be “properly informed about climate change
risks” and to make decisions accordingly. Access at: 
https://climateadaptationplatform.com/effective-climate-risk-disclosure-climate-change-preparation-primer/ 


• The Current - managing Oceans Act MPAs now, for the future - summary report 2021.
Access at: https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/publications/current-courant/2021/report-rapport-eng.html


• Joint Committee on Climate Action Annual Report highlights First Nations leadership in
addressing climate change. Reminder: On August 13, 2021, the First Nations-Canada Joint Committee
on Climate Action (JCCA) released its third annual report. Access the report at:
https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/21-0015-JCCA-Annual-Report-EN.pdf
Access Canada’s National Adaptation Strategy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy.html


• Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada: an update on the National Adaptation
Strategy. Reminder: This report, released on August 11, 2021, builds on a first round of consultations to
identify the strategy’s objectives and principles. Access the report at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy/report-1.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• Public consultation or regulatory modernization post-pandemic: Aug 23, 2021 to Oct 30, 2021. The
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat has initiated a public consultation on regulatory modernization that started
on August 23, 2021 and will conclude on October 30, 2021. Details to come.


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator: June 16, 2021 to Dec 31, 2023. The Regulatory
Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the CER intends
to amend or develop over a three year period, and sets out expected timelines for each. The CER welcomes
feedback on the content of the Regulatory Framework at any time. Access plan at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


• Canada launches engagement on “just transition to a low-carbon future”. On July 20, 2021, the
government launched an engagement process to explore options to ensure a just and equitable transition to
a low-carbon future for workers and their communities. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-launches-just-transition-engagement.html


• Investment Tax Credit for Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage - consultations end on
September 7, 2021. Access consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/investment-tax-credit-carbon-capture-utilization-storage.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Measurement Canada water meter consultations end on September 30, 2021. The government is consulting
with water meter manufacturers, water distribution utilities and water meter end users to obtain data on current water
measurement approaches to support and promote water conservation through increased accurate measurement of
water use. Access consultation page at: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04972.html


• First draft technical guide on the strategic assessment of climate change - consultations end on
October 25, 2021. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on the Draft
Technical Guide Related to the Strategic Assessment of Climate Change: Guidance on quantification of net
GHG emissions, impact on carbon sinks, mitigation measures, net-zero plan and upstream GHG assessment.
Access the draft guide at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/draft-technical-guide-strategic-assessment-climate-change.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - August 2021 update
2021-08-13 Management Plan for the Mormon Metalmark (Apodemia mormo) Prairie Population in Canada.
2021-08-13 Agreement for the Conservation of the Woodland Caribou, Boreal population with Athabasca Chipewyan
First Nation and Mikisew Cree First Nation [Proposed]
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations 
2021-08-30 Eskay Creek Revitalization Project – Public Comment Period & Virtual Information Sessions
2021-08-13 Fording River Extension Project – participant funding available
2021-08-10 Ksi Lisims LNG - Natural Gas Liquefaction and Marine Terminal Project — Information Sessions
2021-08-09 Bay du Nord Development Project — Public Comments Invited on the Draft EA Report 
2021-08-06 The Minister of Environment and Climate Change approves the Rose Lithium-Tantalum Mining Project
2021-08-06 The Government of Canada Releases its Final Decision on the Grassy Mountain Coal Project
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
For information on potential and current impact assessments of projects, and regional and strategic
assessments under the Impact Assessment Act, visit:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/index?culture=en-CA


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update


Elevated levels of Heq in pressure tubes prompt CNSC to establish external advisory
committee and call for stakeholder feedback
Reminder: On September 3, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission’s External Advisory Committee
(EAC) on Pressure Tubes will hold virtual meeting to discuss the recent discovery of hydrogen equivalent
concentration (Heq) exceedances and the responses by nuclear power plant licensees and CNSC staff on this
issue. The move is in response to Bruce Power reporting on July 5 an unexpected licence limit exceedance due
to elevated levels of Heq in the pressure tubes of two reactors. Visit the CNSC at:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/fact-sheets/pressure-tubes.cfm
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FEDERAL Consultations  (continued)


CNSC meeting on the use of nuclear substances and the Regulatory Oversight Report for
Nuclear Lab Sites 
Reminder: The Canadian Nuclear Commission will hold a public meeting on November 24 and 25, 2021, to
present the 2020 editions of the Regulatory Oversight Report on the Use of Nuclear Substances in Canada and
the Regulatory Oversight Report for Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Sites.
For more information on the Regulatory Oversight Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-DNSR-2020-e.pdf 
For more information on the Nuclear Lab Sites Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-CNL-2020-e.pdf
For more information on the participant funding opportunities, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm


Proposed amendments to CNSC cyber security requirements and guidance - consultations
end October 7, 2021. Discussion paper, DIS-21-03, Cyber Security and the Protection of Digital Information,
proposes regulatory requirements and guidance for cyber security to protect licensees’ digitally-managed
information. For more information visit:  https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis-21-03


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021. See past issues of HSERA for a summary of
recently-passed Bills.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


August 14, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Regulation 161/2021 - Oil and Gas Conservation rules (Orphan Fund Levy) amendment
The amendment, which took effect on July 29, 2021, adds a section providing that “all large facilities
constitute one class for the purpose of determining the orphan fund levy for large facilities under this
Part” and sets the levy of $3.5 million for large facilities for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 
The following is added after section 16.520:


16.521 All large facilities constitute one class for the purpose of determining the orphan fund levy
for large facilities under this Part.


The following is added after section 16.530:
16.531(1) For the 2021-2022 fiscal year of the Regulator, the orphan fund levy for large facilities
payable by a licensee of a large facility is calculated in accordance with the following formula:
Licensee’s share of levy = A x $3 500 000


B 
Among other things, additional sections deal with an application under the Act for payment from the
orphan fund for large facilities. View the full text of the Gazette notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/15_Aug14_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Announcements


Report on Anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns to be released this Fall
The Commissioner of the Public Inquiry into Anti-Alberta Energy Campaigns filed the final report
with the Alberta Minister of Energy on July 30, 2021. The report is to be released to the public
within 90 days. Additional information is available at: https://albertainquiry.ca/.


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30,
2021, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations. Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637
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ALBERTA  Consultations


Comments invited on draft Milk River Fish Recovery Plan 
AEP invites comments on a draft recovery plan that outlines strategies and actions needed to continue
protecting and maintaining three species of fish found in St. Mary River and Milk River in southern
Alberta. The primary threats to these fish species are habitat degradation and loss due to water
management activities, and introduction of exotic or invasive species.
Access the draft plan at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/aep-milk-and-st-mary-river-at-risk-fish-species-recovery-plan-draft.pdf
Access engagement page at:
https://www.alberta.ca/milk-river-fish-recovery-plan-engagement.aspx


Government consulting this summer on new surface water quality management
frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
Reminder: Comment deadline: September 17, 2021.
Access “Engagement: Surface water quality management frameworks” at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx


ALBERTA Management resources 


• Public Lands Administration Regulation (PLAR) Table A1: Alberta Environment and
Parks (AEP) PLAR dispositions. Updated on August 20, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/public-lands-administration-regulation-plar-table-a1-aep-plar-dispositions


• Revised Continuous Emissions Monitoring Code. The revised Code will replace the 1998
Code on January 1, 2022. A ‘Memo to Approval Holders’ has been released. Additional
information is available at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council and Ministerial Orders


Ministerial Order #M330 - Amendment to Motor Vehicle Prohibition Regulation under the
Wildlife Act
On August 24, 2021, A Ministerial Order #330 amended the Motor Vehicle Prohibition Regulation to
provide for certain specific exemptions. Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0330_2021


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Second $50-million instalment provided under DSRP to clean up dormant sites in BC
Reminder: The BC government announced that it is awarding the second $50-million instalment under
the Dormant Sites Reclamation Program (DSRP) to clean up dormant oil and gas sites in the province.
Field contractors receiving DSRP funds must be based in British Columbia, with registration, office and
operations in the province.
The DSRP’s first increment of $50 million enabled 79 BC-based service companies to perform
reclamation activities on nearly 1,900 dormant wells.
Access release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0048-001321


- 6- 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, September 2, 2021







*
MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021. There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


*
NEW BRUNSWICK
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Consultations


Five-Year Forest Management Public Consultations
The Minister of Fisheries, Forestry and Agriculture recently announced that the government is seeking
input on the planning, development and use of the forest resources of the province located in planning
Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 7 and Forest Management Districts 21 and 22.
Access the consultation page at: 
https://www.engagenl.ca/engagement-initiatives/five-year-forest-management-public-consultations


*


NOVA SCOTIA
There have been no new environment-related legislative developments since those reported in the last issue of
HSERA.


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. There were no new legislative
developments since those reported in the last issue of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette notices


Published on e-Laws: August 4, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: August 21, 2021
O. Reg. 557/21: Energy and Water Efficiency - Appliances and Products Amendment
Regulation under the Electricity Act, 1998
Among other things, the amendment prescribes an efficiency standard or requirement: for a fireplace
certified to ANSI Z21.88/CSA 2.33, Vented gas fireplace heaters, of ≥ 50 per cent.
Access amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21557


Published on e-Laws: July 30, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: August 14, 2021: 
O. Reg. 551/21: Thermal Treatment Site Exemption
Reminder: The amendment provides an exemption under the Environmental Assessment Act for a
thermal treatment site used for processing tire waste in Sault Ste. Marie, ON, under prescribed
conditions. Access amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21551


ONTARIO Announcements 


Batteries and Electronics Registry now open!
Reminder: RPRA's Registry for Batteries and Electronics is now open for producers to submit their
2021 Supply Data Report. The deadline for producers of batteries and ITT/AV to complete their 2021
Supply Data report is September 30, 2021. Access more details at:
https://rpra.ca/2021/08/the-batteries-and-electronics-registry-is-now-open/


- 7 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, September 2, 2021







ONTARIO Announcements (continued)


RPRA finalizes 2021 Registry fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products
On August 24, 2021, the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) posted the final 2021
Registry fees for Blue Box materials and Hazardous and Special Products (HSP).
These are fees that producers obligated under the Blue Box Regulation and HSP Regulation under the
Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016 (RRCEA) are required to pay to the Authority in
2021 to recover its operational costs, including costs related to building and operating the Registry, and
compliance and enforcement activities. There are no fees for service providers or producer responsibility
organizations (PROs) in 2021. 
View the 2021 Registry Fee Schedule for Blue Box and HSP at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf


Related compliance reminder: On July 20, 2021, the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) announced that
the deadline in the HSP Regulation for service provider registration had been extended to August 31, 2021.
Haulers and processors of solvents, paints and coatings, mercury-containing devices (barometers, thermometers and
thermostats) and pressurized containers (non-refillable pressurized containers, refillable pressurized containers, refillable
propane containers) must register by that date, as must haulers and disposal facilities of pesticide products.
https://rpra.ca/2021/07/registration-now-available-for-hsp-haulers-processors-and-disposal-facilities/


RPRA posts details for implementing new excess soils registry  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) recently posted details of the
ongoing development and implementation of the province’s Excess Soils Registry. RPRA says the
registry will open for the regulated community to begin filing notices in December 2021. 
Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of the
Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


Related item: Updated Protocol for Analytical Methods Used in the Assessment of Properties under Part XV.1 of the
Environmental Protection Act. The Protocol, updated on July 1, 2021, is incorporated in the Ontario Regulation 153/04
Records of Site Condition – Part XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act (O. Reg. 153/04). It provides
specific requirements for laboratory sample submission, analysis and data reporting. Access the amended Protocol at:
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1006/3-6-12-protocol-for-analytical-methods-en.pdf


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS


• Watershed planning guidance
# 013-1817; Policy updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on August 27, 2021
This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that this file is still under active review. Based
on feedback received, the Ministry proposes to issue draft guidance which will help municipalities in
implementing provincial direction related to watershed and sub-watershed planning. 
A watershed is an area drained by a river and its tributaries. A sub-watershed is an area drained by a
tributary or portion of a stream.
Access Watershed Planning in Ontario: Guidance for Land-use Planning Authorities at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2018-02/013-1817_DraftGuidance.pdf
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-1817


• Update to the Environmental Guide for Noise
# 019-4176; posted on August 12, 2021 by the Ministry of Transportation. Comment deadline: September 26, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is updating an environmental guide that outlines noise impact
assessments related to provincial transportation projects. Proposed updates include updated noise models,
guidance in approach to municipal noise by-laws, updated definition of Noise Sensitive Areas and new
requirements for assessing pavement types in certain situations. 
Among other things the revised guideline incorporates:


• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered for resurfacing projects in which 
the pavement material will change from asphalt to concrete;


• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered when posted speed limits are 
increased; and


• a new requirement where the noise impact study must run both an asphalt and concrete surface 
scenario when final pavement types are not yet known at the time of assessment.


Access the Environmental Guide for Noise 2021 (Aug. 2021) at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-08/Environmental%20Guide%20for%20Noise%202021%20%28Aug%202021%29.pdf


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4176
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Regulation – Time to Grant Permission and Enter into a Compensation Agreement on
Lands Subject to Zoning Order O.Reg. 568/21
# 019-4097; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on August 6, 2021; Comment deadline: September 6, 2021
A regulation is being considered by the Minister of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and
Forestry which would require the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) to issue a permit
for the development of lands within the specified Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO) within a certain timeframe
(45 days) of receiving a development application.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4097


• Amendments to O. Reg. 79/15 to Further Streamline the Use of Alternative Low-Carbon
Fuels
# 019-3544; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. Comment deadline:
September 13, 2021
The ministry is proposing to amend O. Reg. 79/15: Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (O. Reg. 79/15) made
under the Environmental Protection Act, to make it easier for manufacturers of cement, lime, iron and
steel, to substitute the use of fossil fuels with fuels derived from materials that would otherwise be
disposed in landfills. More specifically, the proposed amendments would:


• modernize the process for ECA amendments and provide proponents with the option to rely on secondary
or tertiary sources to estimate CO2 emission intensity;


• increase the limit of alternative low-carbon fuels in demonstration projects to 200 tonnes per day;
• remove out-dated quarterly reporting requirements for SO2 and NOx; and
• remove dead animals or dead animal parts from the list of restricted low-carbon fuels to allow materials


such as bone meal and animal fat to be used as a fuel source.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3544


• Revocation of Ontario Regulation 40/11 Water Technology Acceleration Project (TAP)
Ontario Regulatory Register #21-MEDJCT015; proposal posted on July 29, 2021; Comment deadline: September 13, 2021
WaterTAP was dissolved in 2019 by order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council. Because the
organization no longer exists, it is proposed that this regulation pertaining to its board of directors be
revoked. Access the Ontario Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=OKR-H8KjBZ2-BJjR-eVNmDh?language=en&postingId=38407


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 826 to add the Pleasant View Survey lands within the
Niagara Escarpment Plan area in the City of Hamilton to the area of development control
# 019-3898; proposal updated by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on July 23, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 6, 2021
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3898


• Low impact development stormwater management guidance manual
# 012-9080; proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. 
This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that the action associated with this proposal
(i.e. Development of a Low Impact Development Guidance Manual) is still active.
As part of the manual development process, two documents have been developed by consultants:
Jurisdictional Scan of Canadian, US and International Stormwater Management Volume Control Criteria
Draft Final Report and Runoff Volume Control Targets for Ontario Final Report. These documents can be
downloaded from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/012-9080


• Updating environmental assessment requirements for transmission lines
ERO #019-3937; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 5, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 3, 2021
The proposed changes, if approved, will update the EA requirements for critical transmission
infrastructure, supporting expanded access to lower carbon energy sources from Ontario’s electricity grid,
and shortening times for building critical infrastructure projects. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3937


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline: Sept. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use planning
system in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


*
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature
The 2nd Session of the 66th General Assembly opened February 25, 2021, and adjourned on May 13, 2021. 
The are no new legislative developments for this issue.


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Consultations


Water Act Water Withdrawal Regulations - Irrigation Strategy
Reminder: The Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability has
recommended that an irrigation strategy be developed for PEI. A proposed change to the Water
Withdrawal Regulations supports this development. Access a plain language summary of the proposed
amendments to the Water Withdrawal Regulations at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/plain_language_summary_for_the_proposed_amendments_to_the_water_withdrawal_regulations.pdf


N.B. the comment period for this initiative closed: September 1, 2021. For more information visit:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act-water-withdrawal-regulations-irrigation


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021. There have been no new legislative developments since those
reported in the last issue of HSERA.


QUEBEC Gazette notices


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other
regulatory provisions - Amendment
Reminder: The draft Regulation adds details for certain activities exempted from the payment of a
financial contribution to compensate for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water, and adds
new activities. For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2639) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105153.pdf


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils
Reminder: The draft Regulation prescribes the fees payable when excavated contaminated soils are
transported from their site of origin or, in certain cases from a receiving site. 
In addition, the Regulation stipulates the use of an electronic tracking slip by each of the stakeholders
covered by the Regulation, from the site of origin to the final receiving site.
Additional requirements apply when the total estimated quantity of soils to be transported exceeds 200
metric tonnes. 
Timeline: In general, the Regulation will be implemented gradually – that is, a first phase will cover the
transportation of contaminated soils of certain large-scale projects (5,000 metric tonnes) as of November 1,
2021; a second phase will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain medium-sized projects
(1,000 metric tonnes) and the transportation of certain quantities of contaminated soils from receiving sites
as of January 1, 2022; and finally a third phase will include all projects as of January 1, 2023.
Source/courtesy: “Rehabilitation Work In Québec: New Requirements For Traceability Of Excavated Contaminated
Soils” by Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg. Readers requiring more information are invited to consult the full text of this
anaysis at: https://www.dwpv.com/en/Insights/Publications/2021/Travaux-de-rehabilitation-au-Quebec
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105196.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


*
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THE TERRITORIES  


Yukon 


Our Clean Future 2020 annual report
On August 13, 2021, the government posted Our Clean Future 2020. The 62-page report details
progress toward key goals and targets and includes the most recent data on Yukon’s greenhouse gas
emissions and renewable electricity generation. The report also identifies necessary adaptations to
reach 2030 climate change goals. Download the report at:
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/env/env-our-clean-future-2020-annual-report.pdf


Proposed amendments to the Rules for pre-submission engagements
Reminder: The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board is inviting comments on
proposed amendments to the Rules for Screening Conducted by Executive Committee (pre-submission
engagement). Comments were requested to be submitted by September 1, 2021. Further information,
including access to the proposed Rules, is available at:
https://www.yesab.ca/submit-a-project/executive-committee-screenings/pre-screeningengagement-for-executive-committee-screenings. 


Access the Board's website at: https://www.yesab.ca/. Access the July 3, 2021 Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/commis-eng.html#cs5


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned
and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


Consultations on Wek'èezhìi Interim Boreal Caribou Range Plan
On August 18, 2021, the NT government announced that a draft interim range plan for boreal caribou in
the Wek’èezhı̀ı region has been released for public comment. Access details of the plan and related
consultation at: 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/have-your-say-wekeezhii-interim-boreal-caribou-range-plan


Changes to Species at Risk listings 
On July 31, 2021, the Northwest Territories Gazette published notice that the government is:
• extending the listing for the hairy braya as a threatened species by one year, to Feb. 27, 2026;
• extending the listing for the Northern Leopard Frog as a threatened species to March 19, 2027;
• adding the Northern Mountain Caribou as a Species of Special Concern for a ten year period; and
• extending the listing for the Western Toad as a Threatened species by one year, to February 25, 2021.


Nunavut 
The Legislative Assembly will be dissolved on September 19, 2021 and a general election will be held on
October 25, 2021.


Planning Commission consulting on updated Draft Land Use Plan
The Nunavut Planning Commission released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which sets
out guidelines for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area.
Written submissions on the draft plan are requested by September 30, 2021. 
The Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


August 21, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
By an application dated 13 August 2021, Heartland Generation Ltd. (the Applicant) has applied to the Canada
Energy Regulator (the CER) under Division 2 of Part 7 of the Canadian Energy Regulator Act (the Act) for
authorization to export up 10 000 000 MW.h combined firm and interruptible energy annually, for a period of 10
years. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-21/html/commis-eng.html#cs1


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Reminder: The following Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - offer a mix of
performance-based and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-
Newfoundland and Labrador and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas:
• Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
• Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations.
The Regulations provide for the introduction of a new regulatory regime to replace transitional OHS regulations
that were established at the end of 2014. Through Bill S-3 (An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act),
the Government of Canada now has until December 31, 2021, to implement the permanent regulations. 
In accordance with the joint management framework for both offshore areas, the governments of Newfoundland
and Labrador and Nova Scotia must publish mirror provincial versions of the regulations.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources


Canada Energy Regulator releases Regulatory Framework Plan, 2021 to 2024
The Regulatory Framework Plan describes regulations, guidance materials and other regulatory
documents which the CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period, and sets out expected
timelines for each. Among other things, the Plan highlights the following changes:
Re: Onshore Pipeline Regulations (OPR) - Review work is being done in 2020-2021; material for input
into the review will be prepared for Public Engagement Opportunities in the Fall of 2021.
Re: Cost Recovery Regulations - Public engagement is anticipated to begin in Fall 2021. 
Re: Pipeline Performance Measures (PPMs) Improvement Project  - CER propose to review, and
possibly remove, update, enhance, or introduce PPMs in order to:
 apply current approaches to Key Performance Indicators (KPIs);
 better align measures with outcomes of CER’s Departmental Results Framework (DRF) and 


regulatory objectives; and
 reduce administrative burden for companies, where possible. 
Engagement with companies that report on PPMs is currently underway.


CER releases management system requirements for audit protocols
Reminder: The Canada Energy Regulator recently released CER Management System Requirements
and CER Management System Audit Guide and the Management System and Protection Program Audit
Protocols. Access these updated resources at:
https://www.cerrec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/industry-performance/reports-complianceenforcement/audit/canada-energy-regulator-updated-operations-audit-protocols-and-guidancedocument.html.


Addendum: Pipeline Quality Assurance – Canadian Standards Association Express
Document - Once the content of the Express Document is ready for publication, it will be posted for
comment on the CSA Group website, for a period of 30 days. Estimated completion Summer 2021. 
More details and contacts for the above initiatives can be accessed at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024.pdf


*
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ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30, 2021
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30,
2021, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Over $400 million under the Program has already been allocated during the first three periods.
Key remaining deadlines are as follows:
• Fourth application period: Open until September 30, 2021;
• Fifth application period: Open until March 31, 2022.
Project completion: Contractors have until December 31, 2022 to complete the work. 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-33 Revised Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code. On August 11,
2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that, on January 1, 2022, an updated
Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code will take effect. 
Licensees seeking authorization to deviate from requirements in the 2021 CEMS code should contact
the appropriate AER Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) approval coordinator to
request an authorization to deviate before the 2021 code takes effect. 
The only exceptions are existing authorizations to deviate under section 4 of the code, “Installation
Specifications and Test Procedures.” These may remain in force until major structural modifications
are made to the stack, duct, or flue.
The revised 2021 CEMS code and supplementary information are provided on the AEP CEMS
webpage at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


• Bulletin 2021-32 2021/22 Orphan Fund Levy for Large Facilities. In accordance with Part 11 of the
Oil and Gas Conservation Act and Directive 024: Large Facility Liability Management Program (LFP),
the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced on August 10, 2021 that it is prescribing an LFP
orphan fund levy of $3.5 million for the 2021/22 fiscal year, to be issued in September of 2021. The
levy will support the closure costs for large facilities in the LFP with licences held by defunct licensees.
This is the first time such a levy has been necessary. Access details at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-32
Access updated Orphan Well Association webpage at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-closure/liability-management-programs-and-processes/orphan-well-association


• Bulletin 2021-31: Invitation for Feedback on Proposed New Requirements for Geothermal
Resource Development. Reminder: On August 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER)
posted an invitation to stakeholders to comment on its proposed new Directive 0XX: Requirements for
Geothermal Resource Development. The draft directive sets out the requirements that industry must
follow for geothermal resource development that is below the base of groundwater protection and
covers the entire development life cycle, from initiation through to closure. Feedback or questions on
the directive should be sent by email to: geothermal@aer.ca. Comment deadline: September 3, 2021.
Access draft directive at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/DirectiveXXX_GeothermalEnergy.pdf


• Bulletin 2021-30: Reminder: A new edition of AER’s Release Reporting Form now in
effect:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-30


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Second $50-million instalment provided under DSRP to clean up dormant sites in BC
Reminder: On July 8, 2021, the BC government announced that it is awarding the second $50-million
instalment under the Dormant Sites Reclamation Program (DSRP) to clean up dormant oil and gas sites in
the province. Access release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0048-001321


BC Hydrogen Strategy report released
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, the Province released “BC Hydrogen Strategy” which “includes 63
actions for government, industry and innovators to undertake during the short term (2020-25), medium
term (2025-30) and long term (2030 and beyond)” as part of CleanBC. Additional information, with a
link to the strategy and a summary document, is available at:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0045-001306.


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC bulletins and directives


(Directive 2021-02) North and South Thompson Basins Join Nicola Basin in Suspension of
Water Diversions
On August 12, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission issued a directive requiring the oil and gas
industry to immediately suspend all previously approved water diversions under Section 10 of the Water
Sustainability Act, due to drought conditions. More information can be found on the BC government’s
Drought Information Portal at:
https://governmentofbc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=838d533d8062411c820eef50b08f7ebc 


(INDB 2021-25) Updates to the Northeast Water Tool (NEWT) launched
Reminder: On July 14, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission published an update to the Northeast
Water Tool (NEWT), as part of its ongoing efforts to support and improve water management decisions. 
For more information, access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-northeast-water-tool-newt-launched-indb-2021-25/
For information on how water use is regulated in B.C.’s oil and gas industry visit the OGC’s Water
Information page at: https://www.bcogc.ca/data-reports/data-tools/
The Northeast Water Tool can be found at: water.bcogc.ca.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the
Use of Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to implement changes as part of
the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. A summer review period will be followed
by targeted engagement sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


*


ONTARIO -  Consultations


Proposed Change to Ontario Regulation 328/03 - Leave to Construct Cost Threshold for
Hydrocarbon Pipelines
On July 16, 2021, the Ontario government posted proposed changes to Ontario Regulation 328/03
under the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 (OEB Act) to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon
pipelines that require OEB approval through its Leave to Construct process, as prescribed in regulation,
from $2 million to $10 million. Comment deadline was August 30, 2021.
For more details, access the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4029


*
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SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations
Reminder: In a bulletin dated July 5, 2021, the Saskatchewan government referenced regulatory
changes to strengthen the oil and gas liability management (LM) program operated by the Ministry of
Energy and Resources. These changes feature new regulations called The Financial Security and Site
Closure Regulations (FSSCR). Among other things the FSSCR comprise the following key elements:
1. Inactive Liability Reduction Program: a new results-based program for reducing liabilities;
2. Enhanced LLR Program: adjusting the existing Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) formula to better 


reflect a licensee’s actual assets and liabilities; and
3. Proportional Risk Assessments for Transfers: codification in regulations of a methodology for 


determining the additional security required for transfers between licensees that involve a high 
percentage of inactive wells and facilities.


Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113447


*


Standards, codes and guidelines
CSA standards - Environment and climate change - quality managment standards


• 10013 - Quality management systems - Guidance for documented information
(New Standard)
This document gives guidance for the development and maintenance of the documented information necessary to
support an effective quality management system, tailored to the specific needs of the organization.
This document can also be used to support other management systems, e.g. environmental or occupational health
and safety management systems.
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: September 25, 2021.
Associated materials: ISO 10013:2021 - Quality management systems — Guidance for documented
information. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4194


• 10014 - Quality management systems — Managing an organization for quality
results — Guidance for realizing financial and economic benefits (New Edition)
This document gives guidelines for realizing financial and economic benefits by applying a top-down structured
approach to achieving financial and economic benefits. The structured approach uses the quality management
principles and quality management system described in the ISO 9000 family of management system standards to:
a) monitor and manage trends in key performance metrics; and b) take improvement action based on the
observed metrics. This document is directed specifically to the top management of an organization.
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: September 25, 2021.
Associated materials: ISO 10014:2021 - Quality management systems — Managing an organization for
quality results — Guidance for realizing financial and economic benefits. Access more details and review a
draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4195


• 10007 –Quality management - (Guidelines for configuration management)
This document provides guidance on the use of configuration management within an organization. It is applicable
to the support of products and services from concept to disposal. 
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: September 25, 2021.
Associated materials: PR ISO 10007. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4268
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CSA standards - Environment and climate change (continued)


• 10006 –Quality management - Guidelines for quality management in projects
This document addresses the concepts of both “quality management in projects” and “quality management
systems in projects”. These are distinguished by being addressed separately by the following topics and clauses:
― quality management in projects includes: quality management systems in projects (Clause 4); management
responsibility in projects (Clause 5); resource management in projects (Clause 6); product/service realization in
projects (Clause 7); and measurement, analysis and improvement in projects (Clause 8);
― quality management systems in projects includes: project characteristics (4.1); quality management principles
in projects (4.2); project quality management processes (4.3); and a quality plan for the project (4.4).
This document is not a guide to project management itself. Guidance on quality in project management processes
is presented in this document. Guidance on project management and related processes is covered in ISO 21500.
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: September 25, 2021.
Associated materials: PR ISO 10006. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4269


• R102 - Canadian Hydrometeorological monitoring stations - Data Quality
This Standard provides a framework to assess, tabulate and quantify factors contributing to the quality of
hydrometeorological data. It includes a description of the data quality rating system and a description of instrument
specific factors. This Standard does not include surface water, groundwater, detailed snow, glacier mass balance
and air quality monitoring equipment. Contact: paul.steenhof@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA
Review closing date: September 20, 2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4265


• CSA S900.2:21 - Structural design of wastewater treatment plants
This recently-published standard is the first edition of CSA S900.2, Structural design of wastewater treatment
plants. The objective of the CSA Wastewater Treatment Plant Program is to develop consistency in engineering
and construction methodology. The standard is available at a cost of $100 from TechStreet Store at:
https://www.techstreet.com/standards/csa-s900-2-21?product_id=2230974 


CSA standards - Selected energy standards


• SPE 343 - Electric Vehicle Energy Management Systems
This SPE applies to the design, construction, and testing of electrical equipment that comprises or forms part of an
Electric Vehicle Energy Management System (EVEMS). Contact: umer.khan@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA.
Review closing date: September 4, 2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4280


• B376 - Portable Containers for Gasoline and Other Petroleum Fuels (New Edition)
This standard sets forth a set of minimum performance requirements for PFCs up to and including 32L (8.45 US
gallons) rated capacity, made from steel or plastic, and intended for reuse by consumers for the transportation and
temporary outdoor storage of petroleum based flammable and combustible liquids. 
Contact: mark.duda@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: September 13, 2021. Access more
details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4255


• Z23551-4 - Safety and control devices for gas burners and gas-burning
appliances - Particular requirements(New Standard)
This document specifies safety, constructional and performance requirements of valve-proving systems (VPS),
intended for use with gas burners and gas-burning appliances. It also describes the test procedures for checking
compliance with these requirements and provides information necessary for the purchaser and user.
Contact: jennifer.hess@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: October 24, 2021. Access more
details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4305


• Z23350 - Safety and control devices for gas and/or oil burners and appliances –
General requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, construction, performance and testing requirements for controls for gas burners
and gas burning appliances for use with natural gas, manufactured gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).
This document applies to controls for use at maximum operating pressures up to and including 500 kPa. Review
closing date: October 26, 2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4307
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CSA standards - Nuclear energy standards


The following nuclear energy related standards were recently listed in the Energy section of CSA’s public
review pages:


• N292.7 - Deep geological disposal of radioactive waste and irradiated fuel (New Standard).
• N292.7 - Disposal in deep geological formations of radioactive waste and spent fuel (New standard).
• N289.4 - Testing procedures for seismic qualification of nuclear power plant structures, systems, and


components (New Edition).
• N289.4 - Seismic qualification test procedures for structures, systems and components of nuclear power


plants (New edition).
Details of the above, along with related links are posted at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/004?pageNum=1&pageSize=20&sort=expiryDate&ascending=True


CSA standards - Occupational health and safety


• CSA Z96 - High visibility safety apparel (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for high-visibility safety apparel (referred to as “HVSA” in
this Standard) that is: a) capable of signaling the user’s presence visually; and
b) intended to provide the user with conspicuity in hazardous situations under any light conditions and
under illumination by vehicle headlights.
Performance requirements in HVSA are included for: colour; retroreflection, minimum areas, as well as for
the configuration of the materials; the physical properties of background materials used in the construction
of HVSA; conspicuous materials; and classes of HVSA, minimum areas, and placement of materials.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 15, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 13, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4260


• CSA Z1007 - Hearing loss prevention program (HLPP) (New Edition) 
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the management of hearing loss prevention programs
(HLPPs) designed to protect workers from occupational hearing loss.
This Standard specifies requirements for: management commitment, leadership, and participation;
assignment of roles and responsibilities; identification and quantification of noise hazards; selection and
application of controls; provision of protection (e.g., HPDs); training, monitoring, and measurement (e.g.,
noise exposure and audiometric testing); documentation; and continuous improvement and management
review.
The following subjects are not specifically addressed in this Standard:
a) psychological and other non-auditory health effects; and
b) non-occupational exposure except as it contributes to occupational exposure.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 30, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 28, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4260


CSA standards - Report


• Asbestos Management in Canada: Assessing the Need for a National Standard. 
by Keefe, A., Demers, P., Pahwa, M., Parelkar, S. (2021); Canadian Standards Association
Reminder: The authors of this recently-published report suggest that a national asbestos
management standard could add value by establishing minimal competency levels and harmonizing
regulations and asbestos management practices across the country. 
Access Appendix C: List of Legislative Instruments Governing Asbestos Management in Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access Appendix D: Summary Tables Comparing Asbestos Regulations Across Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access the full text of the report at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
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Atlantic Risk-based Corrective Action guidelines


• Version 4 of Atlantic Risk-Based Corrective Action (Atlantic RBCA) now in effect 
Reminder: Effective August 30, 2021, Atlantic regulators will require assessment, remediation and closure
reports used to assess and manage the remediation of sites impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons and other
contaminants in Atlantic Canada to utilize the guidance contained in Atlantic RBCA V4 Toolkit and V4 User
Guidance and/or 2021 Atlantic RBCA EQS/PSS.
Important changes to the V4 User Guidance and V4 Toolkit include: updates to the chemical toxicity
database for benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX); expanded subsurface volatilization
modelling options; updates to hazard quotients; and carcinogenic vs. non-carcinogenic site-specific target
levels (SSTLs).
Access: Atlantic RBCA V4 User Guidance 2021 Atlantic RBCA EQS/PSS at:
https://atlanticrbca.com/document/atlantic-rbca-v4-user-guidance/
Access  Atlantic RBCA V4 Toolkit at: https://atlanticrbca.com/document/atlantic-rbca-v4-user-guidance/


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


August 28, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 36
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 35, made
on July 29, 2021 and published on August 14, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-28/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne6


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel - recap


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from any Country Other than the United States): Access at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States). Effective September 7, 2021, this Order will permit fully vaccinated
foreign nationals from any country to enter Canada from the United States for discretionary travel. See
the full text of this Order in the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-
14/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine,
Isolation and Other Obligations). This Order contains substantive changes to reduce some border
measures for fully vaccinated and unvaccinated travellers. This Order will be in effect from August 9,
2021 to September 21, 2021. Access full details of this Order at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#dc1
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FEDERAL Announcements


Notice of Intent NOI2021-02, Proposal to allow labelling of human pathogens on
products regulated under the Pest Control Products Act
On August 13  2021, the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) posted a notice to inform
stakeholders of its intention to allow the scientific names of human pathogens to be labelled on products
regulated under the Pest Control Products Act. Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/notice-intent/2021/proposal-labelling-human-pathogens-products-pest-control-products-act/document.html


FEDERAL Recap of recent regulations


Amendments to COHS Regs enhance protections for workers in confined spaces
Reminder: New regulatory amendments, replacing Part XI of the Canada Occupational Health and
Safety Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces, will take effect on October 1, 2021. For
details, see previous issues of HSERA. Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html


Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations
Reminder: The Regulations, which will come into force on January 7, 2023, will require, among other
things, that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly according to specific
test methods to ensure they meet emission limits. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources


CNSC publishes guidance on radiation protection programs for licensees
On August 23, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted REGDOC-1.6.2,
Radiation Protection Programs for Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licences. This document
provides guidance to the approximately 2,100 nuclear substances and radiation device licensees in
Canada on the development, implementation and assessment of their radiation protection programs.
The document also describes the roles and responsibilities of the radiation safety officer. It consists
entirely of guidance and does not impose any requirements on licensees or applicants.
Access the document at:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/history/regdoc1-6-2.cfm.


Related reminder: On July 29, 2021, the CCNSC posted the following two updated Radiation Protection Regulations (RPR)
designed to enhance radiation protection for workers, the public and the environment:
• REGDOC-2.7.1, Radiation Protection; and 
• REGDOC-2.7.2, Dosimetry, Volume I: Ascertaining Occupational Dose.
These two regulatory documents supersede nine previously published documents and modernize CNSC’s regulatory
framework for radiation protection and dosimetry. Access the documents at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/index.cfm#R15


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


ALBERTA Announcements


OHS Act And OHS Code changes postponed until “late 2021”
The Alberta government recently announced that proposed changes to the Occupational Health and
Safety Act together with consequential changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Code, originally
introduced under Bill 47, Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, and expected to come into force on
September 1, 2021, have now been postponed until “late 2021”. The Alberta government has not
committed to a specific date when the amendments will become enforceable, but the new date will likely
be announced in the coming weeks.
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ALBERTA Management resources and reports


Alberta COVID-19 immunization program update
Updated on August 31, 2021, this document provides guidance for the delivery of third doses for high-risk
individuals, as well as additional doses for Albertans travelling to a jurisdiction that does not accept visitors
vaccinated with Covishield/AstraZeneca:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-covid-19-immunization-program-update


Electrical incidents in Alberta
Updated on August 12, 2021. Regulations under the Safety Codes Act require that all electrical accidents and
power line contacts be reported to the Technical Administrator. Alberta Municipal Affairs has compiled a summary
report of incidents reported. Organizations in the electrical industry may wish to use this information for promoting
public awareness of electrical safety risks. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/statistics-electrical-incidents-in-alberta-date


OHS Prevention Initiative: MSD resources
Reminder: New resources are now available to help in the prevention of workplace musculoskeletal disorders
(MSDs). The OHS Prevention Initiative focuses on reducing common workplace injuries, protecting at-risk workers
and identifying higher-risk work situations. Access more information at:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/musculoskeletal-disorders?_ccCt=cflw-2finjo-db5roh-fpkgqhw9


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


New and revised regulatory requirements for pesticides, safety headgear, high-visibility
apparel, and mobile equipment will come into effect on September 1
Compliance reminder: On September 1, 2021, the following amendments to the Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation took effect:
• Pesticides (Part 6)


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-6?lang=en


• Safety headgear (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8-safety-headgear?lang=en


• High-visibility apparel (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8?lang=en


• Mobile equipment (Part 16)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-16?lang=en


An overview document with more information about these amendments is available at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/act-amendments/overview-changes-occupational-health-safety-regulation-sept-21?lang=en


Changes To BC Employment Standards Act protecting young workers take effect on
October 15, 2021
Amendments to the Employment Standards Act in British Columbia (the "ESA") will come into force
on October 15, 2021. The changes include raising the general working age in British Columbia from
12 to 16 years of age, and defining the types of jobs appropriate for those under the age of 16.
MLT Aikins LLP reports:
“These changes will bring British Columbia in line with international standards for youth employment.
Prior to these changes, British Columbia was the only province in Canada with a working age of 12.
In some cases, this placed young workers in hazardous environments such as construction sites or
heavy-industry settings. WorkSafeBC reported more than $1.1 million paid in job-related disability
claims for workers 14 years of age or younger between 2007 and 2016. The Province plans to
announce further regulatory changes later this year to define "hazardous work" for those between
the ages of 16 to 18”.
Access the full text of the MLT Aikins LLP commentary at:
https://www.mltaikins.com/labour-employment/changes-to-bc-employment-standards-act-will-protect-young-workers/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders (continued)


Regulation 222/2021 amendments to OH&S Regulation to take effect December 1
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to apply new, or revised sections, dealing with, among other things::
• definitions of flammable and combustible liquids;
• bonding or grounding of containers;
• radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure;
• definitions, risk assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" 
around work sites and “training control persons”;


• the duty to ensure competence in those operating or supervising a person who operates, a    
concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace;


• related operator certification; and
• cargo securement standards related to the loading and transportation of logs.
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective December 1,
2021, address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
Reminder: Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation is revised to
accommodate the following amendments:
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Access the Order of the Workers’ Compensation Board at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0207_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Province mandates that masks are required in all public indoor settings
By order of the provincial health officer (PHO), starting August 25, 2021, masks are required in all
public indoor settings for all people 12 years of age and older. 
A face shield is not a substitute for a mask as it has an opening below the mouth.
Note: The order will be reassessed when proof of vaccination and BC's vaccine card are fully
implemented. 
For more information, including the public places where this applies and information about exemptions,
visit the PHO Province-wide restrictions page at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions#masks
Access details of provincial Proof of vaccination requirement at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof#required
A workplace that has workers testing positive for COVID-19 and public health confirming transmission
has occurred in the work environment may be ordered to close for a minimum of 10 days.
Review the PHO Delegation: Workplace Closures at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-delegation-workplace-closures.pdf


For larger workplaces, the closure may be restricted to the locations where transmission has occurred.
Workplaces will transition from a COVID-19 Safety Plan to a communicable disease plan. Additional
safety precautions are required in higher risk workplaces. 
Review communicable disease prevention guidance from WorkSafeBC at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/covid-19/bcs-four-step-restart


BRITISH COLUMBIA Guideline update


Province amends traffic control guidelines
Editorial revisions, published on August 13, 2021, were made to the following Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation guidelines:
Part 18 Traffic Control
G18.4(1) Supervision - Traffic control person training in a manner acceptable to WorkSafeBC:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-18#SectionNumber:G18.4_1


G18.4(2) Traffic control supervisor:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-18#SectionNumber:G18.4_2
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultation on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Regulation covers first aid and tower crane safety
Reminder: On August 5, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division issued a call
for feedback regarding the following proposed amendments to the OH&S Regulation: 
Part 3, Minimum Levels of First Aid; and 
Parts 14 and 19, Inconsistent Crane Misadventure and Zone Limiting Devices in Tower Cranes.
Feedback accepted until October 8, 2021.
View the proposed regulatory amendments and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-oct-8-21


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder:  On July 29, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division released a
discussion paper on determining workplace status for stakeholder comment.
“Workplace status” refers to whether someone is an employer, worker, or independent operator. A
person’s status defines the rights and responsibilities the person has under the Workers
Compensation Act, including compulsory coverage for workers, and obligations of employers to pay
assessments into the accident fund.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide
feedback, can be found at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


• WorkSafeBC Risk Advisory RA 2021-03: Using ozone for disinfection in laundry machines 
On August 20, 2021,WorkSafeBC issued an advisory regarding the use of ozone for disinfecting
laundry machines. The advisory notes that some commercial suppliers market systems for using
ozone and/or hydroxyl radicals in commercial washing machines. “These chemicals are introduced
into the wash water to disinfect and kill bacteria.
“Depending on the concentration of ozone, exposure can result in acute respiratory health problems
or even death. Mild to moderate symptoms can include coughing, a sore or scratchy throat, damage
to airways, and other related health issues. Exposure can vary based on duration and intensity of the
work. A commercial laundry worker who is loading and unloading a washing machine may be exposed
to high levels of ozone. Fatal injury can occur from only a brief exposure when concentration levels
reach 5 ppm”.
Access advisory at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/risk-advisory/using-ozone-for-disinfection-in-laundry-machines?lang=en


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
See previous editions of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent:


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021. See previous
editions of  of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this edition.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There is no new information to report
beyond that which was reported in the August 2 edition of HSERA.
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ONTARIO - Legislature 
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from February 16, 2021 to December 9, 2021, with some
exceptions.There is no new information to report beyond that which was reported in the August 2 edition of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: August 24, 2021, to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: September 11, 2021:
O. Reg. 577/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the “roadmap exit Step 3”
Among other things, “Section 2 of Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 364/20 is amended by adding the
following subsections dealing with vaccination policies:


(2.1) The person responsible for a business or organization that is open shall operate the business or organization in
compliance with any advice, recommendations and instructions issued by the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of
Health, or by a medical officer of health after consultation with the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health,
(a)  requiring the business or organization to establish, implement and ensure compliance with a COVID-19 vaccination
policy; or
(b)  setting out the precautions and procedures that the business or organization must include in its COVID-19
vaccination policy.


Access the amendments, now in effect, at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21577


Amendments to Reg. 851 clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements.The changes,
described in detail in the August 2021 issues of HSERA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


MLTSD launches consultation on changes to mining health and safety 
Reminder: On July 28, 2021 the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
launched consultations on proposed regulatory amendments to the regime governing mining health and
safety. The proposed amendments were summarized in the August issues of HSERA. Comment
deadline: September 15, 2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting together with link to
consultation document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=XRzryxSROQlSnGREIahHsrS?language=en&postingId=37907


MLTSD launches consultation on improving tower crane safety rules
On July 14, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) launched a
public consultation on improving health and safety requirements relating to tower cranes.
The proposed amendments were summarized in the August issues of HSERA. 
Comment deadline: September 13, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to
consultation paper at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=38147&language=en


MLTSD consulting on harmonizing head protection requirements under the OHSA
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted a proposal to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. 
More information on this proposal was included in the August 2021 editions of HSERA. 
Comment deadline: September 10, 2021. For information, email: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca
Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987


Province seeking input on workforce recovery advisory committee
The Ontario Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC) - set up to provide recommendations
to shape the future of work in the province - is  seeking input on strategies to: spur economic recovery;
strengthen Ontario’s competitive position; and support “technology platform workers”. Share comments,
ideas and suggestions with the committee by email at: OWRAC@ontario.ca. 
Release: https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-workforce-recovery-advisory-committee-leading-future-work-ontario?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=d0ca40f0b7
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ONTARIO Announcements


Amendments to O.Reg 213/91 - Construction Projects - modernizing the Notice of Project
Requirements
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted notice that
it is proposing to modernize the Notice of Project (NOP) requirement under O. Reg. 213/91-
Construction Projects by potentially replacing the $50,000 monetary threshold with an expanded list of
hazard-based triggers in order to continue to identify high-risk construction projects and protect the
health and safety of construction workers. Comment deadline: September 10, 2021.
Access the Notice on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


Access consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


Vaccine Policies now mandatory for employers in the City of Toronto
The McCarthy Tétrault Employer Advisor recently posted the following alert:
“On August 24, 2021, the Ontario Government issued Ontario Regulation 577/21 amending the
existing Rules for Step 3. This is a critical amendment for employers in that it requires that all
businesses comply with any advice, recommendations and instructions issued by the Office of the
Chief Medical Officer of Health for Ontario or by a regional/municipal medical officer of health requiring
a COVID-19 vaccination policy.
“For employers in the City of Toronto, this is a very important development in the discussion of
workplace vaccination policies as the Medical Officer of Health for the City of Toronto, Dr. Eileen de
Villa, issued a strong recommendation to employers in the City on August 20, 2021 that they institute
workplace vaccination policies and require proof of vaccination for gatherings with 1,000 people or
more.
“It does not appear these two announcements are unconnected. And the important result is that
employers located in the City of Toronto (and all other public health regions where similar guidance
might be in place or soon be issued) must now be introducing vaccination policies in their workplaces”. 
Access the full text of this alert at:
https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/blogs/canadian-employer-advisor/important-information-employers-city-toronto-vaccine-policies-are-now-mandatory


Free health and safety training offered to small businesses
The Ontario government is investing $10.5 million to provide up to 60,000 small businesses across the
province with free health and safety training over the next three years. The new Small Business Health
and Safety Training Program will train health and safety representatives of small businesses on how to
keep workers safe in the retail, construction, health care, accommodation and food services sectors:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000526/ontario-keeping-workers-safe-as-province-reopens


Provider standard for joint health and safety committee training will allow
training providers to deliver JHSC training through distance learning
Ontario’s Chief Prevention Officer recently amended the Joint Health and Safety Committee (JHSC)
Certification Training Program and Provider Standards to include the requirements of the JHSC
Certification Distance Learning Standard. 
The changes simplify the requirements for new applicants and approved providers, and streamline the
administrative and application processes. Under the new standards, training providers who:
• deliver face-to-face training may apply to deliver the same program through distance learning;
• do not yet deliver face-to-face training can apply for Chief Prevention Officer approval to deliver both 
distance and face-to-face training.


The changes replace the JHSC Distance Learning Standard. Training providers that were approved
under that standard do not need to reapply for approval.
Changes have also been made to the JHSC training program standard. Access changes made to the
JHSC training program standard at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/program-standard-joint-health-and-safety-committee-training
Access more details on changes to the provider standard at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/provider-standard-joint-health-and-safety-committee-training
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ONTARIO Reports


CPO releases “Prevention works” -  a five-year strategy  for Ontario’s Occupational Health
and Safety System
Reminder: On July 27, 2021, Ontario’s retiring Chief Prevention Officer, Ron Kelusky, posted
“Prevention Works” - a document outlining a vision for the province’s future occupational health and
safety system. Areas of systems focus comprise: occupational illnesses; work-related mental health
and workplace violence and harassment.
The OHS system will report back on the final results of the strategy in 2026.
Access Prevention Works at:
https://files.ontario.ca/books/mltsd-prevention-works-occupational-health-and-safety-strategy-en-2021-07-26.pdf


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on June 12, 2021. 


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


August 30, 2021 Gazette Officielle
M.O.# 2021-18 - Amendments to the Autonomous Bus and Minibus Pilot Project
Among other things, the Autonomous Bus and Minibus Pilot Project is amended by inserting the
following after section 13:


13.1. “Where an autonomous bus or minibus is in motion, the driver must remain continuously attentive to events likely to
affect road safety in order to be ready to intervene rapidly at any time in taking over control of the vehicle’s automated
system, immediately taking over the driving of the vehicle or adapting driving to the circumstances. ” 


Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105246.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


Quebec to introduce a pilot project under the Temporary Foreign Worker Program
Reminder: On August 6, 2021, the federal government announced an agreement with the
Government of Quebec that will allow for the introduction of new flexibilities for Quebec employers
under the Temporary Foreign Worker Program. The pilot project will run until December 31, 2023. 
Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/08/tfw-agreement-with-quebec-000951-news-release.html


*


SASKATCHEWAN  Consultations


Review of The Radiation Health and Safety Regulations
The government recently initiated a review of The Radiation Health and Safety Regulations, 2005. The
purpose of the review is to help modernize those provisions where technological advancements have
resulted in the existing regulations being redundant or ineffective, and to identify regulatory
requirements that create needless red tape.
Both federal and provincial legislation regulate radiation emitting equipment.
The federal government is responsible for the safe construction and functioning of radiation emitting
equipment. 
The provincial government is responsible for regulating owners, contractors, installers and operators of
radiation equipment to ensure that workers and members of the public are protected from unnecessary
exposure to radiation.
Download the discussion paper at: 
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/public-consultations/review-of-the-radiation-health-and-safety-regulations
Comment deadline: September 30, 2021.
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SASKATCHEWAN  Consultations (continued)


Engagement Begins On Occupational Health And Safety Provisions Of The
Saskatchewan Employment Act
On August 16, 2021, the SK launched consultations on a proposed review of Part III (occupational
health and safety) of The Saskatchewan Employment Act. The review focuses on several key aspects of
occupational health and safety provisions, including violence and prevention programs, right to refuse
unusually dangerous work, and roles of occupational health committees.
A discussion paper is available at www.saskatchewan.ca/government/public-consultations.  
Comment deadline: October 18, 2021.
Stakeholders can provide their feedback via email at: labourlegislationLRWS@gov.sk.ca


THE TERRITORIES - YUKON


New occupational health and safety changes come into force on September 4, 2021
As previously reported in HSERA, last September the Government of Yukon approved changes to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations that come into force on September 4, 2021. Under the
changes:
• a new Violence and Harassment Prevention Regulation outlines steps to help employers prevent and


mitigate violence and harassment in their workplaces;
• amendments to Part 1 – General of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations make the


Regulations about hazard assessment clearer and easier to understand.
The Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board offers information and resources to help
workplaces prepare to meet the requirements of these Regulations. Visit wcb.yk.ca/wvhp to learn more.


THE TERRITORIES - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


August 28,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Waiver of information requirements for living organisms (subsection 106(9) of the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999)
Notice is given that the Minister of the Environment has waived some requirements to provide
information in accordance with an annexed list pursuant to subsection 106(8) of that Act. Waivers are
granted to the following companies: Med-Script Associates Ltd.; Novozymes Canada Limited; Passage
Bio, Inc.; Sangamo Therapeutics, Inc.; and University Health Network.
The decision to grant a waiver is made on a case-by-case basis by the Minister of the Environment in
consultation with the Minister of Health. Every year, around 100 waivers are granted yearly for
chemicals, polymers and living organisms under subsections 81(8) and 106(8) of the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-28/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued) 


August 28,  2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Waiver of information requirements for substances (subsection 81(9) of the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999)
Notice is given that the Minister of the Environment has waived some requirements to provide
information in accordance with an annexed list pursuant to subsection 81(8) of that Act.
Waivers are granted to the following companies: Allnex Canada Inc.; BASF Canada Inc.; Dempsey
Corporation; Dow Chemical Canada ULC; Nouryon Chemicals Ltd.; and Prospec Chemicals Ltd.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-28/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne3


August 18,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-112-09-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-180
Part 7 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following living organism:
19528-6 N - Recombinant human T lymphocytes expressing a CD19-specific chimeric antigen receptor.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-08-18/html/sor-dors180-eng.html


Order 2021-112-20-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-183
1. Part 5 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following under the heading
“Organisms/Organismes”: Trichoderma reesei (ATCC74252). 
2. Part 6 of the List is amended by adding Trichoderma reesei (ATCC74252). 
T. reesei is a fungus that could have a number of industrial and commercial uses, including the
production of proteins and microbial pesticides, as well as waste management. The strain has properties
of concern that could pose a risk to the environment if exposure levels to the living organism were to
increase due to certain new activities. In order to address this concern, the Minister of the Environment
(the Minister) is amending the Domestic Substances List (DSL) to apply the Significant New Activity
(SNAc) provisions of CEPA to T. reesei.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-08-18/html/sor-dors183-eng.html


Order 2021-87-09-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-179
1. Part 1 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following: 26247-06-3 N-P; 
30527-01-6 N-P; 68441-88-3 N; 68442-58-0 N; 202606-02-8 N-P; and 917104-27-9 N-P
2. Part 3 of the List is amended by adding the following in numerical order: 19232-0 N; 19533-1 N-P;
19534-2 N-P; 19535-3 N; 19536-4 N-P; and 19537-5 N-P
The Regulatory Impact Analysis Statement for this Order appears following SOR/2021-180, Order 2021-
112-09-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-08-18/html/sor-dors180-eng.html
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-08-18/html/sor-dors180-eng.html


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Publication after screening assessment of a substance — caprolactam
Substance: — 2H-azepin-2-one, hexahydro-(caprolactam), CAS RN 1105-60-2.
Caprolactam is primarily used as an intermediate in the production of Nylon 6 polymers, which have a
broad range of uses, including in textiles, carpets, industrial yarns, and engineering plastics for industrial
and medical applications, as well as in some products available to consumers, such as cosmetics,
diapers, and 3D printing filaments. 
Following a screening assessment, it is proposed to conclude that the substance does not meet any of
the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of a substance — Lotus corniculatus, 
Lotus corniculatus is a plant that is also known by the common name of bird's-foot trefoil. Its main use is
in cosmetic preparations. A screening assessment has concluded that the plant does not meet any of
the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3
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Environmental regulation & compliance
INTERNATIONAL (US)


US publishes draft Buy Green Act of 2021  
Access the Act at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-117hr3607ih/pdf/BILLS-117hr3607ih.pdf


Canada and the United States release new action plan for Salish Sea Ecosystem 
On July 13, 2021, the governments of Canada and the United States announced that they have signed a new
four-year “Action Plan” under their Joint Statement of Cooperation—first signed in 2000—that commits both
countries to work together on transboundary issues and challenges facing the Salish Sea ecosystem.
Access Action Plan at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/cumulative-effects/salish-sea-ecosystem/action-plans-joint-statement-cooperation-georgia-basin-puget-sound.html


FEDERAL Legislature  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021 -
although the timing of a federal election may influence the agenda. The main environment-related Bills, completed or still
on the books, are as follows: 


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Royal Assent: June 29, 2021. This
enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Canada be
set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. Other than section 23, which pertains
to an annual report, the Bill came into effect with Royal Assent. Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Royal Assent: June 21, 2021. Now in force, this enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). An Order (SI/2021-37),
published on July 7, 2021, designates the Minister of Justice as the Minister for the purposes of the
Act. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available at:
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA
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FEDERAL Legislature (continued)


• C-28, Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. First Reading: April
13, 2021. Proposed amendments to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) represent the
first major reform since the Act was updated more than 20 years ago. These main changes include
strengthening protections by: 
• assessing real life exposure based on the cumulative effects of a substance in combination with
exposure to other substances;
• implementing a new regime for toxic substances that pose highest risk;
• creating a Watch List of substances capable of meeting the toxicity criteria in CEPA should there be an
increase in exposure.
Access Bill C-28 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-28/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading in the Senate: June 22, 2021. This bill will “prohibit the
export of certain types of plastic waste to foreign countries for final disposal”. Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. The
Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations. (See
related Gazette Notice below). Access Bill S-3 at: : https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
The above Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - define a mix of performance-based
and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador
and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas. For a fuller description, see entries on page 16 of this issue of HSERA.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


July 21, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Minor Works Order: SOR/2021-170 under the Navigable Waters Act
The Minor Works Order replaces the previous Minor Works and Waters Order, which established eleven
types of works as being minor works and designates three additional types of minor works that are likely
to slightly interfere with navigation: watercourse crossings; swim areas; and scientific equipment.
Under the CNWA, owners of minor works may proceed with a proposed minor work on any navigable
water without applying for an approval from Transport Canada (TC). 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-21/html/sor-dors170-eng.html


July 10, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Amendment to the Regulations Designating Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of
Enforcement (CEPA, 1999) applies prohibition provisions to the new formaldehyde regulations
Reminder: The amendment adds the prohibition provisions set out in the Formaldehyde Regulations
(below) to the schedule in the Designation Regulations in order to make them subject to minimum, and
higher maximum, fines under CEPA 1999. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/reg3-eng.htmlv


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations: SOR/2021-148
Reminder: New Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations under
CEPA,1999 prohibit the import, sale or offer for sale of composite wood products that emit
formaldehyde above established limits. All composite wood products must be labelled prior to being
sold in Canada, or the seller must keep a copy of the label and have it available upon request.
Manufacturers of composite wood panels and laminated products will be expected to keep extensive
records of testing, and to make those records available to the Minister of the Environment upon
request. The Regulations will come into force on January 7, 2023.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Coastal Fisheries Protection Regulations (SOR/2021-141) will permit
protection officers to board and inspect foreign fishing vessels
Reminder: The amendments provide the authority for Canadian protection officers to board and inspect
foreign fishing vessels in the the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)
Regulatory Area and the North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC) Convention Area. Access Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors141-eng.html


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


• National Pollutant Release Inventory 2020 application
The deadline for filing 2020 NPRI reports is September 30, 2021. The Single Window National
Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) is available at: https://ec.ss.ec.gc.ca.
Related item: Consultations on proposed changes to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for the
2022 reporting year closed on July 30, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/proposals-changes.html


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-07-30 #EVWeekinCanada highlights Zero-Emission Vehicle Investments across Canada:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/evweekincanada-highlights-zero-emission-vehicle-investments-across-the-country.html


• 2021-07-28 Canada selected to co-lead work to build an international climate finance action
plan ahead of COP26:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-selected-to-co-lead-work-to-build-an-international-climate-finance-action-plan-ahead-of-cop26.html


• 2021-07-28 Canada invests $9 million for nature conservation across southern Ontario:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-invests-9-million-for-nature-conservation-across-southern-ontario.html


• 2021-07-27 Canada invests $25 million to protect wetlands and grasslands in the Prairies:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-invests-25-million-to-protect-wetlands-and-grasslands-in-the-prairies.html


• 2021-07-20 Canada launches engagement on “just transition to a low-carbon future”:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-launches-just-transition-engagement.html


• 2021-07-20 Canada-U.S. sign new cooperative R&D agreement on energy efficiency:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-us-sign-new-cooperative-research-and-development-agreement-on-energy-efficiency.html


• 2021-07-16 Canada invests up to $35 Million to support made-in-BC clean tech projects:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-invests-up-to-35-million-to-support-made-in-bc-clean-tech-projects.html


• 2021-07-15 Canada supports Dene Nation initiative to help conserve boreal caribou:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/the-government-of-canada-supports-dene-nation-initiative-to-help-conserve-boreal-caribou.html


• 2021-07-15 Canada launches CLIMAtlantic to help Atlantic Canadians adapt to climate change:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-launches-climatlantic-to-help-atlantic-canadians-adapt-to-climate-change.html


• 2021-07-13 Canada and the US release new action plan for Salish Sea Ecosystem [reminder]:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-and-the-united-states-release-new-action-plan-for-salish-sea-ecosystem.html 


• 2021-07-13 Government to accelerate innovation in Canada’s mining industry [reminder]:
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2021/07/government-invests-to-helpaccelerate-innovation-in-canadas-mining-industry.html


• 2021-07-12 Canada confirms ambitious new GHG emissions reduction target [reminder]: 
Access Canada’s Strengthened Climate Plan: A Healthy Environment and Healthy Economy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html


Additional information on the federal carbon pollution pricing benchmark at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/carbon-pollution-pricing-federal-benchmark-information.html


FEDERAL Reports


Advancing the Climate Resilience of Canadian Infrastructure: A review of literature to
inform the way forward 
Reminder: This International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) report reviews the current
literature on climate change hazards, impacts, and adaptation options. Access report at:
https://www.iisd.org/publications/climate-resilience-canadian-infrastructure
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FEDERAL Reports (continued)


Executive Summary of the Socio-Economic and Environmental Study of the Canadian
Remanufacturing Sector and Other Value-Retention Processes 
This report, posted on June 29, 2021, summarizes results of a study examining the role of Value-
Retention Processes (VRPs) in the context of a ‘circular economy’. VRPs are activities which keep
products in use for longer, either through direct reuse, repair, refurbishment, comprehensive
refurbishment or remanufacturing. Access more information at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/conservation/sustainability/circular-economy/summary-study-remanufacturing-sector-value-retention-processes.html


Report on the 2012-2019 temporary trading system: Sulphur in gasoline regulations
The Sulphur in Gasoline Regulations (the Regulations) limit the sulphur content in gasoline that is
produced, sold, and imported into Canada. In late 2018, industry requested that the trading system be
made permanent, similar to the system in place in the United States. In response, the Regulations
were amended in 2020 (the 2020 Amendments) to continue to provide primary suppliers with this
additional compliance flexibility for the years 2020 to 2025. ECCC has committed to hold further
consultations with stakeholders in 2021-2022 concerning possible future amendments. For more
information, refer to the Regulations and related legislative changes, at:
https://pollution-waste.canada.ca/environmental-protection-registry/regulations/view?Id=17
Access the report at: 
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2021/eccc/En14-438-2021-eng.pdf


National Guide for Wildland-Urban Interface Fires 
On July 11, 2021, the National Research Council of Canada released National guide for wildland-
urban-interface fires: Guidance on hazard and exposure assessment, property protection, community
resilience and emergency planning to minimize the impact of wildland-urban interface fires as part of
its Climate Resilient Buildings and Core Public Infrastructure Initiative. Access the guide at:
https://nrc-publications.canada.ca/eng/view/object/?id=3a0b337f-f980-418f-8ad8-6045d1abc3b3


Canada in a Changing Climate: National Issues report 
Reminder: This new 734-page report examines issues related to Canada’s ability to adapt to climate
change. A digital interactive version of the report is available at: 
www.ChangingClimate.ca/National-Issues. Explore case stories from the report at:
https://changingclimate.ca/case-studies/#reports. Download the full report at:
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/nrcan/files/pdf/National_Issues_Report_Final_EN.pdf


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  S.S. Klondike National Historic Site Management plan review  - consultations end on August 24, 2021:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/yt/ssklondike/gestion-management/consultations


• Environmental Fines and Sentencing 10-Year Review - consultations end on August 31, 2021:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/environmental-fines-and-sentencing.html


• Consultations on potential controls on elephant ivory trade end on September 22, 2021. The
Federal Minister of the Environment has initiated a public consultation process for potential trade controls on elephant
ivory trade. Comments on the potential controls are requested by September 22, 2021. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/convention-international-tradeendangered-species/publications/discussion-document-range-potential-actions-pertaining-tradecontrols-elephant-ivory-canada.html.


• Canada launches engagement on “just transition to a low-carbon future”. On July 20, 2021, the
government launched an engagement process to explore options to ensure a just and equitable
transition to a low-carbon future for workers and their communities. For more information, and to
participate, visit www.just-transition.ca. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-launches-just-transition-engagement.html


• Investment Tax Credit for Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage - consultations end on
September 7, 2021. Access consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/investment-tax-credit-carbon-capture-utilization-storage.html


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - July 2021 update
2021-07-29 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Black Redhorse (Moxostoma duquesnei) [Proposed]
2021-07-29 Recovery strategy for the Peary Caribou (Rangifer tarandus pearyi) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-07-13 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis), St. Lawrence River Population
2021-07-08 Recovery Strategy for the Western Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta bellii) Pacific Coast populatio.
2021-07-07 Order Acknowledging Receipt of the Assessment Done Pursuant to Subsection 23(1) of the Act
2021-07-07 List of Wildlife Species at Risk (referral back to COSEWIC) Order
2021-07-07 Report on the Implementation of the Recovery Strategy for the Slender Popcornflower (Plagiobothrys
tenellus) in Canada (2014 to 2020)
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
For information on potential and current impact assessments of projects, and regional and strategic
assessments under the Impact Assessment Act, visit:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/index?culture=en-CA


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update


Elevated levels of Heq in pressure tubes prompt CNSC to establish external advisory
committee and call for stakeholder feedback
On July 30, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission struck a new External Advisory Committee (EAC)
on Pressure Tubes to provide an impartial, external perspective specific to pressure tube matters, including
hydrogen equivalent concentration (Heq) exceedances and modelling for predicting Heq concentrations.
The Commission has taken this step in response to Bruce Power reporting on July 5 an unexpected licence limit
exceedance due to elevated levels of Heq in the pressure tubes of two reactors that are currently shut down.
A public Commission virtual meeting will be held on September 3, 2021, to discuss the discovery of the
elevated Heq levels and the responses by nuclear power plant licensees and CNSC staff on this issue. 
Visit the CNSC at: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/fact-sheets/pressure-tubes.cfm


CNSC meeting on the use of nuclear substances and the Regulatory Oversight Report for
Nuclear Lab Sites 
Reminder: The Canadian Nuclear Commission will hold a public meeting on November 24 and 25, 2021, at
which CNSC staff will present the 2020 editions of the Regulatory Oversight Report on the Use of Nuclear
Substances in Canada and the Regulatory Oversight Report for Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Sites.
For more information on the Regulatory Oversight Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-DNSR-2020-e.pdf 
For more information on the Nuclear Lab Sites Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-CNL-2020-e.pdf
For more information on the participant funding opportunities, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm
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Comment on proposed amendments to CNSC cyber security requirements and guidance -
consultations end October 7, 2021. 
Discussion paper, DIS-21-03, Cyber Security and the Protection of Digital Information, proposes regulatory
requirements and guidance for cyber security to protect licensees’ digitally-managed information. It also covers
cyber security systems used for nuclear safety, security, emergency preparedness and safeguards. For more
information visit:  https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis-21-03


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021. See past issues of HSERA for a summary of recently-
passed Bills.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations
July 31, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Reg. A159/2021 - Water (Ministerial) Amendment Regulation under the Water Act
Section 2(a) of Schedule 1 is repealed and the following is substituted:


a) placing, constructing, installing, maintaining, using, replacing or removing a floating
platform or a portable or seasonal pier, boat launch or dock in or adjacent to a water body,
including cutting aquatic vegetation and removing invasive aquatic plants in accordance
with the applicable disturbance standards established under section 3 of the Public Lands
Administration Regulation (AR 187/2011) if directly incidental to the placing, constructing,
installing, maintaining, using, replacing or removal of the floating platform or portable or
seasonal pier, boat launch or dock; [...] 


Access the Gazette Notice (page 18) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/14_Jul31_Part2.pdf


July 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Reg. 153/2021- Release Reporting Amendment Regulation
This amendment, under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, stipulates that a person
reporting under section 111(1) of the Act by electronic means shall make the report through the
electronic reporting system provided by the Department. The amendments are in effect as of June 30,
2021. Access the Gazette Notice (page 80) at: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/13_Jul15_Part2.pdf


June 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Environment and Parks Recycling Regulations (expiry date extension)
This Notice extends expiry date deadlines on all Recycling Regulations under the Environmental
Protection and Enhancement Act from June 30, 2021 to June 30, 2026. Access the Gazette Notice
(pages 39-40) at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/12_Jun30_Part2.pdf


June 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Reg. 120/2021- Gas Utilities Exemption (expiry date amendment regulation)
This Notice extends the expiry date of the Gas Utilities Exemption Regulation (AR 53/99) from July 30,
2021 to July 31, 2026. Access the Gazette Notice (page 43) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/12_Jun30_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Consultations


Invitation for Feedback on New Contamination Management Manual
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted the proposed new Manual
XXX: Contamination Management. The new manual reportedly does not introduce new requirements but
follows the requirements of the Remediation Regulation pursuant to the Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act. Comment deadline: August 8, 2021. Access Manual XXX at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals
Access release at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-26-0
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ALBERTA Consultations (continued)


Government consulting this summer on new surface water quality management
frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
Reminder: Comment deadline: September 17, 2021. Access “Engagement: Surface water quality
management frameworks” at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx


Legislative Assembly consulting on Bill 206, the Property Rights Amendment Act
Alberta’s Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights is inviting submissions as part of its review of
Bill 206, the Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Comment deadline: August 15, 2021
Further information is available at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assemblybusiness/committees/RP. 


ALBERTA Management resources and reports


• Enforcement actions [quarterly reports]. Listing of enforcement actions under Alberta
Environment and Parks current legislation. Updated July 28, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1766023


• Certified water and wastewater operators. Listing of certified water and wastewater operators
in the Province of Alberta. Updated July 21, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/eae4ecc3-3e73-4fa0-801e-d6d3a2eb93cb/resource/b609a8be-155d-48c1-8d79-c6af608a7e1c/download/aep-certified-water-wastewater-operators-2021-07.pdf


• Forest management agreement boundaries [map]. Updated July 21, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/365e56fd-1280-4e4a-afc0-59fbc7ce4932/resource/d0a9133c-dcc7-468b-8aab-a02edc5eeba7/download/af-fma-boundaries-map-2021-07-21.pdf


• Aboriginal Consultation Office annual report 2020-2021. Updated July 16, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/2af570be-de9c-4673-9d9c-926fd3b4f061/resource/fe9ddc30-e686-4bd9-9d22-c09dbe3232b1/download/ir-aboriginal-consultation-office-annual-report-2020-2021.pdf


• Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS) fuel volumes for the Alberta market [2011-2019].
Updated July 16, 2021. This information sheet summarizes industry members’ performance on
meeting the regulatory requirements of Alberta’s Renewable Fuels Standard (RFS). Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8ca7bd59-d7e6-4822-99ef-e1d76ba2dfcc/resource/0beb55f0-2a4b-4623-95cd-538d186c1ac3/download/aep-renewable-fuels-standard-rfs-fuel-volumes-2011-2019.pdf


• Wildlife Regulation. Updated July 2, 2021. The regulation supports the Wildlife Act in managing
Alberta’s wildlife. It addresses: hunting, trapping, collection, and possession of wildlife, and adds
protections for endangered animals; sale, import and export of wildlife, and endangered species.
Access the Regulation at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=1997_143.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779826247
Access related July 30, 2021 Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/14_Jul31_Part2.pdf


• Forests Act and regulatory changes: technical summary. Updated July 8, 2021, this is a
technical summary of the changes to the Forests Act and associated regulations which came into
effect May 1, 2021. It includes a point form summary of the changes to timber dues, timber scaling,
tenure, administrative monetary penalties and other changes. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c767d57c-d157-48d4-b4de-d94f81278579/resource/96f22940-e881-48f5-93e0-7f5221888d61/download/af-forests-act-and-regulatory-changes-technical-summary-2021-07.pdf


• Environmental assessment program: at a glance - status of current projects. Updated
July 12, 2021. Access chart showing the status of current environmental assessment projects at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-program-at-a-glance-status-of-current-projects 


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders 


Amendments prescribe penalties related to contraventions of the Code of Practice for
Agricultural Environmental Management
On July 12, 2021, Order-in-Council #447 amended the Administrative Penalties regulation under the
province’s Environmental Management Act. The amendment prescribes penalties related to
contraventions of the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management. Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0447_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders  (continued)


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
On July 12, 2021, Order-in-Council #448 made minor housekeeping amendments to the Renewable
and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, under the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Act. The amendments are detailed in Appendix 1 of the Order. 
In addition, effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended as set out in Appendix 2. Among other things, the latter
amendments specify that the following substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to
gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced from biomass; (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


Order prescribes miscellaneous amendments under the Environmental Management Act
On July 7, 2021, Ministerial Order #M284 implemented the following changes:
• BC Reg. 8/2019 is amended as set out in Appendix 1. In particular, the amendment addresses a
situation where a qualified professional, approved by a director, receives a result referred to in section
53 (1) of (i) 150 kg N/ha or more, for a nitrate test, or (ii) 300 ppm or more, for a phosphorus test.


• The Code of Practice for Industrial Non-Hazardous Waste Landfills Incidental to the Wood Processing
Industry, BC Reg. 263/2010, is subject to minor housekeeping amendments as described in
Appendix 2.


• The Contaminated Sites Regulation, BC Reg. 375/96, is amended (i) in section 6.4 (3) by striking out
“section (1) (b)” and substituting “subsection (1) (b)”, and (ii) by repealing section 7.1 (2),


• The Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management, BC. Reg. 8/2019, is amended as
set out in Appendix 3, which, among other things, covers allowable storage and use of solid
agricultural by-products.


• Effective July 15, 2021, the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management is amended
as set out in Appendix 4. Among other things, the amendments re-define “experienced person” as a
person who (a) has successfully completed a course in nutrient management planning, offered in
British Columbia and approved by a director, and (b) has at least 4 years’ (i) experience in carrying out
agricultural operations, or (ii) experience and post-secondary training in agricultural sciences
combined. 
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0284_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy: Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022
The Province is inviting comments on its draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy and
Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022. Comment deadline: August 12, 2021. Access the draft strategy and
guiding principles at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/climatereadybc.


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021. There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


MANITOBA - Announcements


July 13, 2021: Province launches consultations on Water Strategy. The Manitoba
government has launched an online public engagement seeking feedback on the development of a
provincial water management strategy. 
To participate in the engagement, visit: https://engagemb.ca/. The deadline for feedback is August 13,
2021. Access more details at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51726&posted=2021-07-13


*


- 8 - 


Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, August 2, 2021







NEW BRUNSWICK
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


July 30. 2021, Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Reg.42/21 - amendments to the Endangered Species List Regulations (O.C. 2021-200)
Schedule A of the Endangered Species List Regulations is amended by adding immediately after the
species "Griscom's Arnica – Arnica griscomii subsp. griscomii" the species "Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble
Bee – Bombus bohemicus".
In addition, Schedule B of the regulations is amended by adding the following species: "Black Ash –
Fraxinus nigra"; "Hudsonian Godwit – Limosa haemastica"; "Suckley's Cuckoo Bumble Bee – Bombus
suckleyi"; and "Wrinkled Shingle Lichen – Pannaria lurida".
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210730.pdf


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


Financial restructuring of the Lower Churchill Projects provides additional $2 billion in
federal financing
On July 28, 2021, the Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, and the Premier of Newfoundland and
Labrador, Andrew Furey, announced an agreement in principle for the financial restructuring of the
Lower Churchill Projects – a set of hydroelectric generation and transmission projects that will provide
a reliable and long-term source of clean power for people in the Atlantic region.
This agreement in principle provides $2 billion in federal financing, including a $1 billion investment in
the province’s portion of the Projects’ Labrador-Island Link and a federal loan guarantee of $1 billion
for the Projects’ Muskrat Falls and Labrador Transmission Assets.
The Prime Minister also announced the Government of Canada is prepared to make annual transfers
to the province equivalent to Canada’s yearly net revenue from the Hibernia offshore oil project Net
Profit Interest (NPI) and Incidental Net Profit Interest (INPI), which current estimates indicate will total
$3.2 billion between now and the end of the Hibernia project’s life. 
Access release at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/exec/0728n06/


Environmental Assessment Bulletin published 
On July 23, 2021, the Honourable Bernard Davis, Minister of Environment and Climate Change,
announced a series of recent projects relative to Part 10 Environmental Assessment of the
Environmental Protection Act. Undertakings released include the Iron Ore Company of Canada (IOC)
Smallwood North Extension Project (Reg. 2140).
Access details of the projects at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ecc/0723n08/


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There have been no new legislative
developments since those reported in the last issue of HSERA.


NOVA SCOTIA -  - Gazette Notices


July 30. 2021, The Royal Gazette
Renewable Electricity Regulations – amendment 
The amendments, under the Electricity Act, deal with “Renewable electricity standard 2030”. Among
other things, each year - beginning with the calendar year 2030 - each load-serving entity must supply
its customers with renewable electricity in an amount equal to or greater than 80% of the total amount
of electricity supplied to its customers as measured at the customers’ meters for that year. 
The amendments took effect on July 9, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-07-30.pdf


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. There were no new legislative
developments since those reported in the last issue of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Published on e-Laws: July 30, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: August 14, 2021: 
O. Reg. 551/21: Thermal Treatment Site Exemption
The amendment provides an exemption under the Environmental Assessment Act for a thermal
treatment site used for processing tire waste in Sault Ste. Marie, ON, provided that (a) the site does not
use coal, oil or petroleum coke as a fuel for thermal treatment; (b) the waste that is subject to thermal
treatment is tire waste; and (c) the amount of tire waste that is subject to thermal treatment on any day,
measured by weight, is no more than 20 tonnes.
Access amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21551


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 500/21: General - under the Drainage Act - deals with the approvals
process and amending engineers’ reports
PART I deals with ‘prescribed persons’ relative to drainage works.
PART 2 deals with the approvals process for minor improvements to drainage works.
PART 3 deals with the process for amending an engineer’s report.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21500


O. Reg. 501/21: under the Drainage Act supplies new form  
Ontario Regulation 381/12 is amended by adding the following section:


Minor improvement project:
5.1 A notice of request for a minor improvement project under subsection 78 (5) of the Act shall be in Form 9.


Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21501


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 511/21 exempts certain activities related to indigenous lands
Reminder: The regulation amends O. Reg. 334 by adding a new section 14.1 to exempt from the
Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) projects or activities related to land claim settlement agreements and
certain projects or activities that implement other agreements about land involving Indigenous peoples.
The Regulation took effect on July 1, 2021. Access Gazette at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21511
Access ERO Decision Notice: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1805.


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 509/21: General - under the Waste Management Act
Reminder: The regulation amends O. Reg.347 - General - by striking out “Schedule 1 or 2 of” and
substituting “Schedule 1 or 2A to”. The amendment took effect on July 1, 2021.  Access Gazette Notice
at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21509


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 508/21: General - under the Nutrient Management Act
Reminder: The regulation amends O. Reg.267/03 by setting out rules governing the siting and
management of regulated mixed anaerobic digestion facilities. Among other things:
• it adds the following definitions: “anaerobic digestion materials reception system”; “anaerobic digestion
materials transfer system”; “anaerobic digestion vessel”; “biogas upgrading system”; “feedstock
system”; “pre-treatment system”; “restricted anaerobic digestion output”; and “source separated
organics”; and
• specifies new odour management rules; odour control systems; and significant odour emissions
uncharacteristic of an agricultural operation.
The regulation took effect on July 1, 2021. 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21508
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ONTARIO Consultations


RPRA consulting on Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed
2021 Registry fees for Blue Box materials and Hazardous and Special Products (HSP). 
Stakeholders can submit their feedback by email to: consultations@rpra.ca. 
All feedback must be received by the Authority on or before August 3, 2021. 
Access Proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at: 
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-BB-HSP-Proposal-and-Budget-Allocation_June-18-2021.pdf


ONTARIO Announcements 


RPRA lays out roadmap for implementing new excess soils registry  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) recently posted details of the
ongoing development and implementation of the province’s Excess Soils Registry. 
The registry project will be completed in two phases. Phase one of the project will develop the essential
components to allow regulated persons to register and begin filing and updating their notices ahead of
the effective date of January 1, 2022. 
Phase two of the project will begin later in 2022 and develop additional functionalities to be defined in
consultation with the Ministry and industry stakeholders. 
The RPRA says the registry will open for the regulated community to begin filing notices in December
2021. Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of
the Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS


• Amendments to O. Reg. 79/15 to Further Streamline the Use of Alternative Low-Carbon
Fuels
# 019-3544; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. Comment deadline:
September 13, 2021
The ministry is proposing to amend O. Reg. 79/15: Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (O. Reg. 79/15) made
under the Environmental Protection Act, to make it easier for manufacturers of cement, lime, iron and
steel, to substitute the use of fossil fuels with fuels derived from materials that would otherwise be
disposed in landfills. More specifically, the proposed amendments would:
• modernize the process for ECA amendments and provide proponents with the option to rely on secondary
or tertiary sources to estimate CO2 emission intensity;
• increase the limit of alternative low-carbon fuels in demonstration projects to 200 tonnes per day;
• remove out-dated quarterly reporting requirements for SO2 and NOx; and
• remove dead animals or dead animal parts from the list of restricted low-carbon fuels to allow materials
such as bone meal and animal fat to be used as a fuel source.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3544


• Revocation of Ontario Regulation 40/11 Water Technology Acceleration Project (TAP)
Ontario Regulatory Register #21-MEDJCT015; proposal posted on July 29, 2021; Comment deadline: September 13, 2021
Ontario Regulation 40/11 was implemented to regulate the composition and proceedings of the board of
directors of the Water Technology Acceleration Project (WaterTAP), a corporation created under Part II of
the Water Opportunities Act, 2010. WaterTAP was dissolved in 2019 by order of the Lieutenant Governor
in Council. Because the organization no longer exists, it is proposed that this regulation pertaining to its
board of directors be revoked. Access the Ontario Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=OKR-H8KjBZ2-BJjR-eVNmDh?language=en&postingId=38407


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 826 to add the Pleasant View Survey lands within the
Niagara Escarpment Plan area in the City of Hamilton to the area of development control
# 019-3898; proposal updated by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on July 23, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 6, 2021
The Ministry is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 826 under the Niagara Escarpment Planning and
Development Act to add the Pleasant View Survey lands to the area of development control.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3898
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Low impact development stormwater management guidance manual
# 012-9080; proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. 
This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that the action associated with this proposal
(i.e. Development of a Low Impact Development Guidance Manual) continues, and is still active as of July
30, 2021. The ministry has reviewed all comments received and, where possible, incorporated them into
the draft Low Impact Development Guidance document. 
As part of the manual development process, two documents have been developed by consultants:
Jurisdictional Scan of Canadian, US and International Stormwater Management Volume Control Criteria
Draft Final Report and Runoff Volume Control Targets for Ontario Final Report. These documents can be
downloaded from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/012-9080


• Proposed Changes to Regulations Under the Planning Act
# 019-3958; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on July 9, 2021. Comment deadline: August 23, 2021
Once proclaimed, Schedule 24 to Bill 276, the Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021, will
make policy changes to the Planning Act related to control of the division of land (i.e. subdivision control,
plans of subdivision, consents and validations). These regulatory changes are associated with legislative
changes (21-MMAH008 - Proposed changes to certain land division provisions in the Planning Act) -
available at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=37010&language=en
For more information, links and background material, access the posting on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=5wHAVuVT4kMcs9yp4MVsd0k?language=en&postingId=38047
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3958


• Updating environmental assessment requirements for transmission lines
ERO #019-3937; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 5, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 3, 2021
The proposed changes, if approved, will update the EA requirements for critical transmission
infrastructure, supporting expanded access to lower carbon energy sources from Ontario’s electricity grid,
and shortening times for building critical infrastructure projects. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3937


• Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan – Discussion Paper
ERO #019-3839; proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on June 29, 2021; Comment deadline: August 28, 2021
The discussion paper proposes a 30-year vision for mobility in the region. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3839 


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline: Sept. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use planning
system in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO #019-2785; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The government is proposing a new land use compatibility guideline as an update to a number of existing
D-series guidelines for municipalities to use when making land use planning decisions.
The Guideline would be applied when an approval under the Planning Act is needed where the decision to
be made by the planning authority raises one of the following circumstances:
• a new or expanding sensitive land use (e.g. a residential subdivision or condominium) is proposed near 
an existing or planned major facility;
• a new or expanding major facility is proposed near an existing or planned sensitive land use.
Access the Proposed Land Use Compatibility Guideline at: https://prod-environmental-
registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Proposed%20Land%20Use%20Compatibility%20Guideline.pdf
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO #019-2768; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. Among other things, it includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental 
Compliance Approval (ECA) under section 20.2 of the Environmental Protection Act;
- clarification for facilities preparing an Odour Study under the Renewable Energy Approvals Regulation; and
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour.
Access Draft Odour Guidance.pdf at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Draft%20Odour%20Guidance.pdf
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (cont’d)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of  the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
ERO #019-2972; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
Among other things, the Ministry is proposing public service standards and an incident referral tool for
responding to incidents. In summary, the government is proposing to update:
• the compliance policy (draft): 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bi.%20Compliance%20Policy%20-%20March%2022%202021.pdf
• the referral tool (draft):
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/biii.%20Referral%20Tool%20for%20MECP%20%281%29.pdf


• new service standards (draft):
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bii.%20Service%20Delivery%20Standards_1.pdf
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


DECISIONS


• Greener Gasoline and Greener Diesel - Director's Directions
ERO #019-1030; decision updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 16, 2021
A new regulation, O. Reg. 663/20 (Cleaner Transportation Fuels), requires fuel suppliers to increase the
renewable content in gasoline to 15 per cent between 2025 and 2030. To support these changes, the
Ministry has replaced the proposed Director’s Directions under the previous regulations with the Technical
Guideline: Cleaner Transportation Fuels (ministry guideline).
The ministry guideline continues all of the relevant legally-binding requirements stated in the proposed
Director’s Directions, and also includes technical requirements that were in the Greener Gasoline and
Greener Diesel regulations.
Access the current version of the guideline (ministry guideline 1.1) under ERO 019- 3082 at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-3082
Access the current ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1030


*


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature
The 2nd Session of the 66th General Assembly opened February 25, 2021, and adjourned on May 13, 2021. 
The are no new legislative developments for this issue.


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Consultations


Water Act Water Withdrawal Regulations - Irrigation Strategy
The Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability has recommended
that an irrigation strategy be developed for Prince Edward Island. A proposed change to the Water
Withdrawal Regulations supports this development. 
Access the proposed amendments to the Water Withdrawal Regulations at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/water_act_-_water_withdrawal_amdmt_consult_version.pdf
Access a plain language summary for the proposed amendments to the Water Withdrawal
Regulations
at: https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/plain_language_summary_for_the_proposed_amendments_to_the_water_withdrawal_regulations.pdf
Comment deadline: September 1, 2021.
For more information on how to participate visit:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act-water-withdrawal-regulations-irrigation


Background: The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June 16, 2021.  
There are four sets of regulations that operationalize the Water Act, the Water Withdrawal Regulations, the Well
Construction Regulations, the Water Supply and Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations and the Sewage Disposal
Systems Regulations.  These regulations took effect on June 16, 2021. 


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021. There have been no new legislative developments since those
reported in the last issue of HSERA.


QUEBEC Gazette notices


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other
regulatory provisions - Amendment
Reminder: The draft Regulation adds details for certain activities exempted from the payment of a
financial contribution to compensate for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water, and adds
new activities.
It also makes changes to the activities for which the payment of a financial contribution may be
replaced by work to restore or create wetlands and bodies of water, and adds new activities.
For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2639) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105153.pdf


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils
Reminder: The draft Regulation prescribes the fees payable when excavated contaminated soils are
transported from their site of origin or, in certain cases from a receiving site, to cover the costs of the
implementation, by the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change, of measures for
ensuring the traceability of contaminated soils for the purposes of the Regulation respecting the traceability
of excavated contaminated soils. (See related analysis below). Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105196.pdf


QUEBEC Analysis


New requirements for tracing fate of excavated contaminated soils
On July 7, 2021, the Québec government published the Regulation respecting traceability of excavated
contaminated soils. The Regulation introduces a series of requirements applicable to the various stages of
the management of excavated contaminated soils, from the site of origin to the final receiving site. 
The process begins with soils being electronically registered before they leave the site of origin. The soils are
then tracked through information entered on an electronic tracking slip by each of the stakeholders covered
by the Regulation, from the site of origin to the final receiving site.
The Regulation provides for additional requirements when the total estimated quantity of soils to be
transported exceeds 200 metric tonnes. In that case, the receiving site manager must provide the Minister
with confirmation, agreed with the owner of the soils, that the soils may be unloaded at that receiving site.
Timeline for implementation: The electronic registry will reportedly be available for voluntary use starting
at the end of the summer of 2021. In general, the Regulation will be implemented gradually – that is, a first
phase will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain large-scale projects (5,000 metric tonnes)
as of November 1, 2021; a second phase will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain
medium-sized projects (1,000 metric tonnes) and the transportation of certain quantities of contaminated
soils from receiving sites as of January 1, 2022; and finally a third phase will include all projects as of
January 1, 2023.
Source/courtesy: “Rehabilitation Work In Québec: New Requirements For Traceability Of Excavated Contaminated
Soils” by Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg. Readers requiring more information are invited to consult the full text of this
anaysis at: https://www.dwpv.com/en/Insights/Publications/2021/Travaux-de-rehabilitation-au-Quebec


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.
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SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices


July 16, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette (pages 2260-2263.)
Procedural rules for hearings before the Surface Rights Board of Arbitration
O.C. 362/2021, dated June 30, 2021, authorizes the Board of Arbitration to make Rule SRBA00J, Board
Rules Concerning Procedure in Hearings Before the Surface Rights Board of Arbitration. The Board
Rules, pursuant to The Surface Rights Acquisition and Compensation Act, can be accessed at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113782. 


July 9, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette 
Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations now in effect
The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations, 2021 (No. 2)
took effect on July 5, 2021. 


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Yukon - Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly is adjourned.


Yukon - Consultations
Proposed amendments to the Rules for pre-submission engagements
Reminder: The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board is inviting comments on
proposed amendments to the Rules for Screening Conducted by Executive Committee (pre-submission
engagement). Comments are requested by September 1, 2021. Further information, including access to
the proposed Rules, is available at:
https://www.yesab.ca/submit-a-project/executive-committee-screenings/pre-screeningengagement-for-executive-committee-screenings.
Access the Board's website at: https://www.yesab.ca/. Access the July 3, 2021 Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/commis-eng.html#cs5


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned
and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


Nunavut - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly will be dissolved on September 19, 2021 and a general election will be held on
October 25, 2021.


Nunavut - Consultations
Planning Commission consulting on updated Draft Land Use Plan
The Nunavut Planning Commission released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which sets
out guidelines for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area.
Written submissions on the draft plan are requested by September 30, 2021. 
The Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
The following Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - are a mix of performance-based
and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador
and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas:
• Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
• Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations.
The Regulations provide for the introduction of a new regulatory regime to replace transitional OHS regulations
that were established at the end of 2014. The suite of transitional regulations included, for each of the respective
Accord areas:
• the Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health and Safety Transitional Regulations;
• the Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional Regulations; and 
• the Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations. 
In the face of unexpected delays in the regulatory development process, Parliament extended the deadline for
repeal of the transitional regulations, and through Bill S-3 (An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act),
the Government of Canada now has until December 31, 2021, to implement the permanent regulations. 
In accordance with the joint management framework for both offshore areas, the governments of Newfoundland
and Labrador and Nova Scotia must publish mirror provincial versions of the regulations.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


FEDERAL Reports


Report on the 2012-2019 temporary trading system: Sulphur in gasoline regulations
For more information, refer to the Regulations and related legislative changes, at:
https://pollution-waste.canada.ca/environmental-protection-registry/regulations/view?Id=17
Access the report at: 
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2021/eccc/En14-438-2021-eng.pdf


CER updates Audit Protocols and Guidance Document
The Canada Energy Regulator recently released an updated Audit Protocols and Guidance Document
which took effect on July 6, 2021. 
The CER Management System Requirements and CER Management System Audit Guide and the
Management System and Protection Program Audit Protocols can be accessed from the website at:
https://www.cerrec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/industry-performance/reports-complianceenforcement/audit/canada-energy-regulator-updated-operations-audit-protocols-and-guidancedocument.html.


FEDERAL Announcements


Call for proposals under $1.5-Billion Clean Fuels Fund to grow Canadian clean fuels market 
Reminder: On June 21, 2021, the Honourable Seamus O'Regan Jr., Minister of Natural Resources,
officially launched the $1.5-billion Clean Fuels Fund with a call for proposals for projects that increase
Canada's capacity to produce clean fuels. Access release at:
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-o-regan-launches-call-for-proposals-under-1-5-billion-clean-fuels-fund-to-grow-clean-fuels-market-across-canada-853935867.html


*
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ALBERTA Gazette Notices


June 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Reg. 120/2021- Gas Utilities Exemption (expiry date amendment regulation)
This Notice extends the expiry date of the Gas Utilities Exemption Regulation (AR 53/99) from July 30,
2021 to July 31, 2026. Access the Gazette Notice (page 43) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/12_Jun30_Part2.pdf


June 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Regulation 112/2021: Oil and Gas Conservation Rules (Expiry Date Extension)
These Rules now expire on June 30, 2026.  Access the Gazette notices at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/11_Jun15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30, 2021
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for grant period
#4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30, 2021, or until
licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Over $400 million under the Program has already been allocated during the first three periods.
Key remaining deadlines are as follows:
• Fourth application period: Open until September 30, 2021;
• Fifth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Sixth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Seventh application period: Scheduled to open in second half of July 2021 and remain open until 
March 31, 2022;
• Eighth application period is targeted to start in the second half of July 2021 and remain open until    
March 31, 2022.


Project completion: Contractors have until December 31, 2022 to complete the work. 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


Related report: “Not well spent: A review of $1-billion federal funding to clean up Alberta’s inactive oil and gas
wells” by Megan Egler of the Parkland Institute, notes that, of the $1.7 billion in federal funds allocated for the cleanup of
unreclaimed oil and gas wells in Canada, most - $1 billion - went to Alberta, where almost one-quarter of the $800 million so
far distributed went to just five companies, and may have simply replaced money that energy companies would have spent
anyway. The report notes that one company, Canadian Natural Resources Limited, has received more than $100 million
under the Program. Access the report at:
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parklandinstitute/pages/1897/attachments/original/1625610004/Not-Well-Spent-Report-FINAL.pdf?1625610004


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-27: Oil Sands Exploration Application Variance Form and Updated
Guidance. On July 9, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that it had developed a
new Oil Sands Exploration (OSE) Application Variance Form for applicants to submit with their OSE
application. The variance form can be used If applicants are unable to meet the new Master Schedule
of Standards and Conditions (MSSC) approval standards introduced on January 8, 2021, by Alberta
Environment and Parks (AEP).
The new standards require applicants who are unable to meet MSSC approval standards to provide
sufficient rationale and mitigation measures for review with the OSE application. 
The form is available on the AER Oil Sands Exploration webpage at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-process/oil-sands-exploration
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ALBERTA AER bulletins (continued)


• Bulletin 2021-26: Invitation for Feedback on New Contamination Management Manual
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted the proposed new Manual
XXX: Contamination Management. Comment deadline: August 8, 2021.
Access Manual XXX at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals
Access release at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-26-0


• Bulletin 2021-25: New Functionality Moving to OneStop
Reminder: Effective July 8, 2021, AER added new functionality to its OneStop program.
More information can be found on the Events page at:
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/events


• Bulletin 2021-24: Directive 080: Well Logging. Effective Date: July 8, 2021. The new directive,
released with Bulletin 2021-25 (see above), sets out the requirements for well logging.
Access Directive 080 at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive080.pdf


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Second $50-million instalment provided under DSRP to clean up dormant sites in BC
On July 8, 2021, the BC government announced that it is awarding the second $50-million instalment under
the Dormant Sites Reclamation Program (DSRP) to clean up dormant oil and gas sites in the province.
Field contractors receiving DSRP funds must be based in British Columbia, with registration, office and
operations in the province.
The DSRP’s first increment of $50 million enabled 79 BC-based service companies to perform reclamation
activities on nearly 1,900 dormant wells.
Access release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0048-001321


BC Hydrogen Strategy report released
On July 7, 2021, the Province released “BC Hydrogen Strategy” which “includes 63 actions for
government, industry and innovators to undertake during the short term (2020-25), medium term
(2025-30) and long term (2030 and beyond)” as part of CleanBC. Immediate priorities will be to:
• scale-up green hydrogen production using BC’s supply of clean, renewable electricity; and
• establish a regulatory framework for CCS to enable blue hydrogen production while ensuring it has
similar or lower emissions. Additional information, with a link to the strategy and a summary document,
is available at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0045-001306.


Background: On May 25th, 2021, British Columbia amended its Greenhouse Gas Reduction Regulation (made under BC's
Clean Energy Act) to authorize regulated gas utilities to produce, purchase and distribute specified types of hydrogen (the
"Amendments").
The Amendments add the production, purchase and distribution of specified types of hydrogen as a new "prescribed
undertaking" under section 18 of the Clean Energy Act.
Specifically, the Amendments allow public gas utilities to participate in the following activities for eligible types of hydrogen:
• the production or purchase, and distribution of hydrogen through the natural gas distribution system to the customers of
that public utility or of another public utility; and
• the purchase and provision of hydrogen outside the natural gas system to the customers of that public utility if it is to be
used to replace, at least in part, natural gas derived from fossil fuels.
Source/reference: “BC Reduces Regulatory Barriers And Facilitates Investment And M&A In Hydrogen Sector” - analysis by
Stikeman Elliott LLP at:
https://www.stikeman.com/en-ca/kh/canadian-energy-law/bc-reduces-regulatory-barriers-and-facilitates-investment-and-ma-in-hydrogen-sector


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-24) Release of Updated Noise Control Best Practices Guideline
Reminder: On July 13, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted an updated version of its Noise
Control Best Practices Guideline for the management of noise from oil and gas activities.
Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/release-of-updated-noise-control-best-practices-guideline-indb-2021-24/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements (continued)


(INDB 2021-25) Updates to the Northeast Water Tool (NEWT) launched
On July 14, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission published an update to the Northeast Water Tool
(NEWT), as part of its ongoing efforts to support and improve water management decisions. 
NEWT is a point-and-click, map-based tool that helps scientists, industry, explorers, communities, and
government decision-makers to understand accurate information about water resources in British
Columbia. It now comprises three modules:
• The Watershed Reporting Module (formerly called NEWT).
• The Groundwater Review Assistant (GWRA) Module (formerly a stand-alone tool).
• The new Cumulative Diversion Analysis Module.
For more information, access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-northeast-water-tool-newt-launched-indb-2021-25/
For information on how water use is regulated in B.C.’s oil and gas industry visit the OGC’s Water
Information page at: https://www.bcogc.ca/data-reports/data-tools/
The Northeast Water Tool can be found at: water.bcogc.ca.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the
Use of Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to implement changes as part of
the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. A summer review period will be followed
by targeted engagement sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


*
MANITOBA -  Regulations


Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act
Reminder: Effective July 1, 2021, the Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba
Hydro Act, is amended. The amendment replaces the list of standards in Schedule 1 at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/050.pdf
Related to this, two exemption regulations took effect on June 18, 2021. These are:
• the Regulatory Accountability Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Statutes and 
Regulations Act; and 
• the Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Regulatory Accountability Act.


*


ONTARIO -  Consultations


Proposed Change to Ontario Regulation 328/03 - Leave to Construct Cost Threshold for
Hydrocarbon Pipelines
On July 16, 2021, the Ontario government posted proposed changes to Ontario Regulation 328/03
under the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 (OEB Act) to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon
pipelines that require OEB approval through its Leave to Construct process, as prescribed in regulation,
from $2 million to $10 million. Comment deadline: August 30, 2021.
For more details, access the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4029


*
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SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations
Reminder: In a bulletin dated July 5, 2021, the Saskatchewan government referenced regulatory
changes to strengthen the oil and gas liability management (LM) program operated by the Ministry of
Energy and Resources. These changes feature new regulations called The Financial Security and Site
Closure Regulations (FSSCR), referenced in the Saskatchewan Gazette, dated June 25, 2021. 
The FSSCR replace provisions in the current Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR)
dealing with “end of life” obligations of oil and gas companies regarding wells, facilities and associated
flowlines.
Among other things the FSSCR feature the following key elements:
1. Inactive Liability Reduction Program: a new results-based program for reducing liabilities;
2. Enhanced LLR Program: adjusting the existing Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) formula to better
reflect a licensee’s actual assets and liabilities; and


3. Proportional Risk Assessments for Transfers: codification in regulations of a methodology for
determining the additional security required for transfers between licensees that involve a high
percentage of inactive wells and facilities.


Amendments to The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations
Also included in the June 25 edition of the Saskatchewan Gazette are amendments to The Oil and Gas
Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR).
Among other things, these amendments amend licence eligibility requirements to allow the minister to
consider the compliance history, experience and financial health of the applicant before issuing or
transferring a licence.
Note that although the FSSCR and the amendments to the OGCR have been approved, they will not
come into force until a date fixed by Order-in-Council. Until then, the existing LM program requirements
continue to be in effect. Licensees will be notified prior to the passage of an Order-in-Council to bring
the FSSCR and the amendments to the OGCR into effect.
Inquiries regarding the proposed regulatory enhancements may be directed to the ER Service Desk at
er.servicedesk@gov.sk.ca.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113447


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


July 31, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 34
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 33, made
on July 5, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-31/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


July 31, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel -
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
any Country Other than the United States): Access at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-31/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
the United States): Access at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-31/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and
Other Obligations): Access at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-31/html/order-decret-eng.html#db2


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
The above Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - define a mix of performance-based
and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador
and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas. For a fuller description, see entries on page 16 of this issue of HSERA.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


July 17, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 33
This Order is now repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-17/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na6


Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
any Country Other than the United States): Erratum.


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
the United States): Erratum.


• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and
Other Obligations): Erratum.
Notice is hereby given that the notice bearing the above-mentioned titles published in the Canada
Gazette, Part I, Vol. 155, No. 27, on July 3, 2021, contained an error which the government has
corrected by inserting the following paragraph to be read as part of all three notices:


Changes to international travel restrictions and advice are based on national and international evidence-based risk
assessments. The Government of Canada recognizes that entry prohibitions, mandatory quarantine requirements, and
testing protocols place significant burdens on the Canadian economy, Canadians, and their immediate and extended
families. The Government will consider a blend of criteria, including hospital capacity, infection rates, variants of concern
and eligible population vaccination rates, when determining when to transition through the phases of reopening.


Access the Gazette Notices at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-17/html/index-eng.html


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II


Amendments to COHS Regulations (Part XI) enhance protections for workers in confined spaces
Reminder: New regulatory amendments, published on July 7, 2021, replace Part XI of the Canada
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces. The amendments
are scheduled to take effect on October 1, 2021. For details, see the July 15, 2021 issue of HSERA.
Guidelines are currently being prepared and are expected to be published for the coming-into-force
date. Access Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html


Note: Regulations amending Schedule 1 of the Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations, published on July 7, update
the designated violations for Part XI (Confined Spaces) to reflect the above amendments to the Confined Spaces
Regulations outlined on page 25 of this issue). Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors142-eng.html 
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations: SOR/2021-148
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulations require that composite wood panels and laminated
products be tested regularly according to specific emissions test methods and meet emission limits in
order to be compliant. (See more details on page 2 of this edition of HSERA).
The Regulations will come into force on January 7, 2023. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code (Medical
Devices, COVID-19)
Reminder: The Regulations amend four federal OH&S Regulations to state that, where there is a risk
of an airborne hazardous substance in a work place, and a qualified person determines that a worker
requires medical treatment to be administered under supervision from a health care practitioner, the
employer may provide a COVID-19 medical device for respiratory protection authorized under Interim
Order No. 2 Respecting the Importation and Sale of Medical Devices for Use in Relation to COVID-19,
(rather than a NIOSH-certified respiratory protective device). Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors140-eng.html 


FEDERAL Management resources


Program now available for international health and safety event hosted by Canada
The latest program is now available for the virtual XXII World Congress on Safety and Health at Work,
taking place September 20-23, 2021, and co-hosted by the Institute for Work & Health. Access more
information at:
https://www.iwh.on.ca/events/world-congress-2021?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


Two new regulatory documents from CNSC designed to enhance worker protections
On July 29, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted the following two updated
Radiation Protection Regulations (RPR) designed to enhance radiation protection for workers, the
public and the environment:
• REGDOC-2.7.1, Radiation Protection; and 
• REGDOC-2.7.2, Dosimetry, Volume I: Ascertaining Occupational Dose.
These two regulatory documents supersede nine previously published documents and modernize
CNSC’s regulatory framework for radiation protection and dosimetry.
Access the documents at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/index.cfm#R15


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. Reminder: The new OHSA will
come into force on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes
to the OHSA and WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills
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ALBERTA Management resources


• COVID-19 information: Alberta Health Daily Checklist. This checklist updated on July 30,
2021, has been developed to support schools, activity organizers, employers, businesses and facility
operators in reducing the risk of transmission of COVID-19 among attendees and staff. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


• COVID-19 information: COVID-19 as a workplace hazard. Updated on July 30, 2021.
Occupational health and safety officers have the authority to issue tickets for not complying with public
health order requirements for masks in indoor workplaces. This remains in effect as long as the public
health order is in effect:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-covid-19-as-workplace-hazard


• CMOH order 39-2021: 2021 COVID-19 response. Updated on July 28, 2021. Record of
Decision of the Chief Medical Officer of Health that outlines isolation requirements. This order also
removes quarantine requirements by rescinding CMOH Order 35-2021:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/cmoh-order-39-2021


• Dangerous Goods Transportation and Handling Act. Updated on July 30, 2021, this Act
provides for the safe transportation and handling of products, substances and organisms included in
any of the classes listed in the Act’s Schedule. Duties are imposed on persons handling, transporting
or offering to transport dangerous goods and on persons with the charge, management or control of
the means of containment of such goods. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/d04


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


B.C. Reg. 296/97 amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective
December 1, 2021, address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
At its May 2021 meeting, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved 2020 and 2021 amendments to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. The approved amendments are as follows:
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en
Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en
Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed through the links
above. Deletions in the regulatory amendments are identified with a strikethrough and additions are in bold
text and highlighted in yellow. Related amendments are as follows:
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended as set out in Appendices A and B.
Appendix A deals with regulations around blasting and explosives; blasters’ qualifications and
certifications; storage, handling and safe use of explosives; drilling; ignition and firing; and post-blast
cautions.
Appendix B deals with tree-climbing activities and equipment and qualifications for arborists. 
Access the Order of the Workers’ Compensation Board, deposited on July 19, 2021 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0207_2021


New rules on safety headgear make it easier for employers to accommodate workers who
wear religious head coverings
Reminder: New rules on safety headgear are due to take effect on September 1, 2021. Under the
rules, employers will be required to review each area of a job site when determining if a person must
wear safety headgear, such as a hard hat, in that area. Employers will determine, through a risk
assessment, what safety precautions could be taken to prevent head injuries and whether a hard hat is
necessary.
This regulatory change provides more opportunities for employers to safely accommodate workers who
wear head coverings, such as a turban, as a religious practice. 
WorkSafeBC plans to send information to employers prior to the regulations coming into effect. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
On July 29, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status for stakeholder comment.
“Workplace status” refers to whether someone is an employer, worker, or independent operator. A
person’s status defines the rights and responsibilities the person has under the Workers
Compensation Act, including compulsory coverage for workers, and obligations of employers to pay
assessments into the accident fund.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide
feedback, can be found at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.


Consultation on reassignment of refused work
Reminder: On June 4, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division issued a
request for feedback on proposed amendments to Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities, new section
3.12.1 - Reassignment of refused work, of the OH&S Regulation. Comment deadline: August 13,
2021. Access the proposed amendment and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-part-3-of-ohsr-aug-13-21


Consultation on Occupational Exposure Limits
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice that it is requesting stakeholder feedback
on the proposed Exposure Limits for 22 substances. Details were provided in previous issues of
HSERA. Feedback is being accepted until August 13, 2020. View the proposed BC ELs at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-proposed-bc-exposure-limits-based-on-new-or-revised-2016-2017-2018-acgih-tlvs-selected-chemical-substances-


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


WorkSafeBC’s preliminary average premium base rate to remain unchanged in 2022
On July 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that the preliminary average base rate for 2022 will
remain unchanged at 1.55 percent of employers’ assessable payroll. This will be the fifth year in a
row that the average base rate has remained at this level, consistent with WorkSafeBC’s goal of
keeping rates stable.
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/news-releases/2021/July/preliminary-average-premium-base-rate-to-remain-unchanged-in-2022


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


• Communicable disease prevention: A guide for employers
Step 3 of BC’s Restart began on July 1, 2021. To assist employers in the fundamental components of
communicable disease prevention, WorkSafeBC has developed Communicable disease prevention: A
guide for employers. This guide describes a four-step process to help employers reduce the risk of
communicable disease in their workplace, which involves understanding the level of risk in the
workplace, application of the fundamentals and implementing appropriate measures, communicating
policies and protocols to all workers, and updating measures and safeguards as required. The guide
was revised on June 30, 2021, to include a template that may be useful for employers in documenting
and communicating their communicable disease prevention measures, practices, and policies.
Download Communicable disease prevention: A guide for employers at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/communicable-disease-prevention-guide-employers?lang=en


• Accessing WorkSafeBC services and keeping workers safe during the wildfires
Employers have obligations related to emergency response planning, as well as ways to reduce
exposure to wildfire smoke for indoor and outdoor workers. WorkSafeBC has several key health and
safety resources related to wildfires, including:
- Backgrounder: Wildfires: Keeping Workers Safe at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/news-and-events/backgrounders/wildfires?lang=en
- Wildfire Smoke: Frequently Asked Questions, at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/wildfire-smoke-frequently-asked-questions-faq?lang=en
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*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
See July 15 edition of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent:


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021. See July 15
edition of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this edition.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There is no new information to report
beyond that which was reported in the July 15 edition of HSERA.


*
ONTARIO - Legislature 
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from February 16, 2021 to December 9, 2021, with some
exceptions. There is no new information to report beyond that which was reported in the July 15 edition of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette Notices
June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
New regulation to streamline incident reporting requirements now in effect
Compliance reminder: Ontario Regulation 420/21, a new regulation dealing with Notices and Reports
under Sections 51 to 53.1 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) regarding fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other Incidents, came into effect on July 1, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21420


Amendments to Reg. 851 clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in the July 2 edition of HSERA, will come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


MLTSD launches consultation on changes to mining health and safety regulations
On July 28, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) launched
consultations on proposed regulatory amendments to the regime governing mining health and safety.
The proposed amendments would:
• add, amend and/or clarify requirements related to ventilation, independently-powered conveyances,
equipment related to mine hoists, explosives security and storage, ladderways, eye wash facilities and
emergency showers;
• implement several recommendations from the Mining Health, Safety and Prevention Review and
Coroner's Juries, including those relating to airborne hazard management, ground control and seismic
monitoring, the recording of unremedied dangers by supervisors, visual switch indicators on rail tracks,
and dissipating stored energy; and
• continue to modernize regulations by revoking redundant or duplicative requirements. 
Access the Regulatory Register posting together with link to consultation document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=XRzryxSROQlSnGREIahHsrS?language=en&postingId=37907
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Comment deadline: September 15, 2021.


ONTARIO Consultations


MLTSD launches consultation on improving tower crane health and safety rules
On July 14, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) launched a
public consultation on Improving Health and Safety Requirements relating to Tower Cranes. 
Regulations under review include the Construction Projects Regulation, O. Reg. 213/91 and O. Reg.
420/21: Notices and Reports Under Sections 51 to 53.1 of the Act - Fatalities, Critical Injuries,
Occupational Illnesses and Other Incidents.
A consultation paper issued by the MLTSD, which outlines 20 recommendations with six target areas of
focus:
• introducing new notification requirements relating to the use of tower cranes;
• clarifying design, installation, maintenance, and inspection requirements;
• referencing the Professional Engineers of Ontario's practice standard for tower crane review and
clarifying the roles and responsibilities of professional engineers in the design, erection and inspection
stages;
• referencing national and international design and operation standards;
• updating and introducing new training requirements for tower crane operators; and
• introducing new requirements for self-erecting tower cranes.
Comment deadline: September 13, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to
consultation paper at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=38147&language=en


Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) Insurance Fund Surplus Distribution
Model Consultation
On July 15, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted a proposal on the
Regulatory Registry to distribute the WSB's financial surpluses above a certain level to employers. This
concept is known as a surplus distribution model. The Government's goal is to develop a process
around the distribution of WSIB financial surpluses that is transparent and predictable to WSIB
stakeholders. Comment deadline: August 10, 2021.
Access the Registry posting along with a link to the consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=565GFt0vGGMDQIm8cuvQhIs?language=en&postingId=38207


Province seeking input on workforce recovery advisory committee
The Ontario Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC) - set up to provide recommendations
to shape the future of work in our province - is currently seeking input on COVID-19-related strategies
related to: economic recovery; strengthening Ontario’s competitive position; and supporting workers by
ensuring technology platform workers benefit from flexibility, control, and security. Share comments,
ideas and suggestions with the committee by email at: OWRAC@ontario.ca. 
Release: https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-workforce-recovery-advisory-committee-leading-future-work-ontario?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=d0ca40f0b7


MLTSD consulting on harmonizing head protection requirements under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted a proposal to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. 
The proposal is to move to a performance-based approach encompassing a wide range of protective
headwear, including hard hats, motorcycle helmets, rope access helmets, or fire fighting helmets,
depending on the hazard.
More information on this proposal was included in the July 15, 2021 issue of HSERA. 
Comment deadline: September 10, 2021. For more information, email: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca
Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Amendments to O.Reg 213/91 - Construction Projects - modernize Notice of Project Requirements
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted notice that
it is proposing to modernize the Notice of Project (NOP) requirement under O. Reg. 213/91-
Construction Projects by potentially replacing the $50,000 monetary threshold with an expanded list of
hazard-based triggers in order to continue to identify high-risk construction projects and protect the
health and safety of construction workers. Comment deadline: September 10, 2021.
Access the Notice on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


Access consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


ONTARIO Announcements


Ontario providing free health and safety training for small businesses
On July 15, 2021, the Ontario government announced that it is investing $10.5 million to prevent
workplace illnesses and injuries by improving health and safety awareness and practices at up to
60,000 small businesses across the province over the next three years.
All small businesses with 6 to 19 employees are required to have a health and safety representative and
can apply for this training. The Small Business Health and Safety Training Program will provide free
online training to Health and Safety Representatives to keep workers safe in the retail, construction,
health care, accommodation and food services, and other sectors.
The Ontario government will cover the $25 cost of registration for the eLearning training course for an
appointed health and safety representative and will reimburse small businesses $150 towards the time
that representative is away from work for training.
Access the release at: 
https://www.wsps.ca/News-and-Publications/Prevention-System-Updates/Free-HS-Training-Now-Available-for-SmallBusinesses.aspx


ONTARIO Management resources


• Ontario Ministry of Labour and Skills Development:
The Ministry is hosting informational webinars to provide information about the Employment
Standards Act (ESA) and the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) related to COVID-19.
These free, online webinars are delivered by subject matter experts from the ministry and multiple
sessions are available for your convenience. Webinars are slated for August 10, 2021. Access
details at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/your-guide-employment-standards-act-0/educational-resources?mc_cid=44223692cc&mc_cid=352eadeb7f&mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=493afa4b3c&mc_eid=493afa4b3c&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b#section-2


• Ontario Ministry of Transport:
The MoT has developed a new product for commercial vehicle clients called the Online Carrier
Record. The portal provides clients with instant access to all of their safety records in real-time. 
Access at: https://www.carrierrecords.mto.gov.on.ca/welcome/en


• Workplace Safety & Prevention Service (WSPS) news and updates:
• Article offers 10 tips on how to improve air quality at worksites. Access at:
https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/10-ways-to-reduce-COVID-19-exposure.aspx?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Article offers seven ways to help keep workplace COVID-19 prevention programs strong as
the economy reopens. Access at:
https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/7-tips-to-consider-as-Ontario-reopens.aspx?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Workplace Safety North (WSN) news and updates:
• New mining guideline for auxiliary ventilation underground. Supplying proper quantity and
quality of fresh air key to helping prevent lung disease and other illnesses. Access at:
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/news/news-post/new-mining-guideline-auxiliary-ventilation-underground?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b
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*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on June 12, 2021. There is no new information to report beyond that which was
reported in the July 15 edition of HSERA. Recent Bills under consideration include:


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: June 11, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to create a scientific committee on
occupational diseases.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. Last
sitting held on May 13, 2021. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts by Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


July 14, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the brokerage of bulk trucking
services under the Transport Act


Text of amendment reads, in part:
24.1. A brokerage permit holder must send to the Commission, before 31 May, audited financial statements for the fiscal
year ending on the preceding 31 December. 
24.2. At the Commission’s request, a brokerage permit holder must give to a member of the Ordre des comptables
professionnels agréés du Québec holding the appropriate permit a mandate of reasonable assurance on the compliance of
the management of the amounts with the requirements of sections 27 to 33 of this Regulation in the last completed fiscal
year.
33.01. A brokerage permit holder may, by regulation, set up a pay advance system.


Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105166.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 
July 21, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-87-21-01 amending the Domestic Substances List applies SNac restrictions to
mitotane
The objective of Order 2021-87-21-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List (the Order) is to apply
the Significant New Activity (SNAc) provisions of CEPA to mitotane (CAS RN 53-19-0).
While the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) are not limiting the
essential use of mitotane as a therapeutic product for the treatment of various types of cancer, the
substance has properties of concern that pose a risk to the environment and that would result in a
greater risk to the environment if new activities involving mitotane were undertaken. 
The Order requires that the Minister be notified of any significant new activity involving the substance,
and presented with the required information, so that further assessment of the substance is conducted
before the activity is undertaken in Canada, and, if necessary, risk management measures are
implemented.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-21/html/sor-dors172-eng.html
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


July 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of seven substances in the
Anthraquinones Group 
The Notice addresses a screening assessment of 7 of 15 substances referred to collectively under the
Chemicals Management Plan as the Anthraquinones Group. 
The substances in the Anthraquinones Group are used as colourants in products available to
consumers, including cosmetics (e.g. body creams, lipsticks / lip balms, make-up, hair products and
face paint), food packaging materials, arts and crafts materials (i.e. stampers), toys, do-it-yourself
products (e.g. specialty lubricants, epoxy coatings), and textiles.
• Overall conclusion: Based on the screening assessment of the seven substances, it is concluded
that Solvent Violet 13 meets one or more of the criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA. 
It is concluded that Pigment Blue 60, Solvent Violet 59, Solvent Blue 36, Disperse Red 60, Acid Blue
239 and the substance bearing CAS RN 74499-36-8 do not meet any of the criteria set out in section
64 of CEPA.


• Risk management approach published for Solvent Violet 13: The proposed risk management
objective for Solvent Violet 13 (CAS RN 81-48-1) is to reduce dermal and oral exposure to Solvent Violet
13 from certain cosmetics. 


• Consideration for follow-up: Although a risk to human health or the environment has not been
identified at current levels of exposure, there may be a concern if exposure to Solvent Violet 59,
Solvent Blue 36, Disperse Red 60, Acid Blue 239 and the substance bearing CAS RN 74499-36-8
were to increase. As a result, these substances may be considered in future initiatives to track their
commercial status or identify new uses.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-17/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance


INTERNATIONAL


G7 leaders agree to raise financial contributions to help poorer countries to cut carbon
emissions; Biden pledges phase-out of coal for power generation 
ON June 13, 2021, G7 leaders agreed to raise their contributions to meet an overdue spending pledge
of $100 billion a year by rich countries to help poorer countries cut carbon emissions and cope with
global warming, but only two nations offered firm promises of more cash.
After the summit concluded, Canada said it would double its climate finance pledge to C$5.3 billion
($4.4 billion) over the next five years and Germany would increase its by 2 billion to 6 billion euros
($7.26 billion) a year by 2025 at the latest.
In addition to the thorny issue of financial contributions, President Biden talked up the end of coal for
power generation in America (with no details of a date, or of how he would get legislation through
Congress). 
Generally, the G7 leaders agreed to phase-out coal burning unless it includes carbon capture
technology. In addition, they pledged to end the funding of new coal generation in developing countries
and offer up to £2bn ($2.8bn) to stop using the fuel. 
The leaders also pledged to work together to tackle so-called carbon leakage - the risk that tough
climate policies could cause companies to relocate to regions where they can continue to pollute
cheaply.
There's also an important initiative on specific targeting of sectors of the economy, including agriculture,
steel, cement and transport.
Campaigners were disappointed that the G7 failed to follow the UK's lead and announce a global
phase-out of the sale of fossil fuel powered vehicles. The leaders agreed in principle but, significantly,
refused to apply a deadline date.
The next climate change milestone will be the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow in December. 
For more details, access “2021 G7 Leaders' communiqué: Our shared agenda for global action to build
back better” at: 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2021/06/13/2021-g7-leaders-communique/
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FEDERAL Legislative context  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


Government Bills


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Pre-Study of Commons Bill in the Senate:
June 2, 2021. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets
are to be set by the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Second Reading in the Senate: June 3, 2021. This enactment stipulates that the Government
of Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The Bill affirms the
Declaration is applicable in Canadian law and provides the legislative framework for the Government
of Canada to implement the legislation. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available
at:
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-28, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, to make
related amendments to the Food and Drugs Act and to repeal the Perfluorooctane
Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act. Introduced on April 13, 2021. Summarized in the May 1 edition of
HSERA. If passed, the Bill will amend both the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 and the Food
and Drugs Act and will repeal the Perfluorooctane Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act.  Access the Bill at:
https://parl.ca/Content/Bills/432/Government/C-28/C-28_1/C-28_1.PDF.


Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. The
Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). First Reading in the Senate: June 3, 2021.  Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage).
Introduction: February 18, 2021. Access Bill C-269 at: 
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Third Reading: June 2, 2021. Access Bill C-206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-
2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021.
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed amendments to the Output-Based Pricing System Regulation designed to ensure
there is a price incentive for GHG reductions
Proposed amendments to the Output-Based Pricing Systems (OBPS) Regulations are designed to
ensure there is a price incentive for emissions-intensive and trade-exposed facilities to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions per unit of output, while reducing the risks of domestic carbon
leakage to other jurisdictions due to carbon pollution pricing. 
The Regulations define the facilities to which the federal OBPS applies (“covered facilities”) and specify
output-based or emissions per unit of output (emissions intensity) standards for certain industrial
activities.
Covered facilities generally do not pay the fuel charge on fuels that they purchase but instead are
required to provide compensation on an annual basis for any GHG emissions exceeding their respective
emissions limit during a compliance period. 
A covered facility's emissions limit, which is measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), is
determined by multiplying the facility's production by the applicable output-based standard. A covered
facility with GHG emissions below its limit receives surplus credits for the difference between its GHG
emissions and its limit.
Other sections of the Amendments also propose to increase the accuracy of GHG emissions and
emissions limits calculated by covered facilities by adjusting quantification rules in the Regulations.
The proposed Amendments would therefore modify the following:
• rules relating to surplus credits and payments;
• rules relating to quantification and verification; and
• rules relating to the registration of a covered facility;


• Rules relating to surplus credits and payments
Among other things, the proposed Amendments would add circumstances under which the Minister
may suspend surplus credits issued to a facility in its OBPS account if the province or territory in which
the facility is located is removed from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Act.


• Rules relating to quantification and verification
The proposed Amendments would require that the difference between a covered facility's GHG
emissions during a compliance period and its emissions limit for that period be rounded to the nearest
whole number.
Emission factors used in the quantification of GHG emissions from fuel combustion would be updated
to incorporate those of the 2020 version of Canada's Greenhouse Gas Quantification Requirements
under the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP). 
The proposed Amendments would also require that on-site transportation emissions be quantified in
accordance with the 2020 GHGRP quantification requirements.  


• Registration of and ceasing to be a covered facility
The proposed Amendments would provide clarification with respect to the beginning of the first
compliance period when a covered facility enters the OBPS in a compliance period that has already
begun.


Implementation
The proposed Amendments would come into force on January 1, 2022, with several exceptions. The
following changes would take effect retroactively on January 1, 2021:
• the repeal of the rounding requirements for production and GHG emissions;
• the incorporation of the emission factors for fuel combustion and the method to quantify on-site


transportation emissions from the 2020 GHGRP requirements;
• the obligations of the person responsible for a facility that ceases to be covered by the Regulations;
• the revision to the value of the output-based standard for the industrial processing of potatoes; and
• corrections to the formula applicable to industrial activities for which an output-based standard must


be calculated.
Access the Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations in the Canada Gazette
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/reg1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Explosives Regulations, 2013 (Restricted Components)
The primary objective of the proposed amendments is to strengthen the security regime for restricted
components by updating the list of restricted components in the Regulations to include the four
additional chemicals of concern.
Imposing regulatory measures on calcium ammonium nitrate, hexamine, aluminum powder and acetone
would place security controls on their sale and storage in order to minimize illegitimate access to the
chemicals. Law enforcement would be made aware of any tampering, theft or suspicious sales. The
proposed amendments would also make administrative amendments to Part 20 of the Regulations to
clarify intent. 
The proposed amendments would:
• change the structure of Part 20 to create a three-tiered layout;
• update the list of restricted components;
• add ammonium nitrate and calcium ammonium nitrate contained in cold packs as Tier 3 restricted


components;
• use Chemical Abstracts Service registry numbers (CAS RN) to define restricted components; and
• make administrative changes.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/reg3-eng.html
Email: dave.saucier@chemicalcompliance.ca to obtain more information.


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Amendments to the Wildlife Area Regulations establish National Wildlife Areas
The primary objective of the Regulations Amending the Wildlife Area Regulations (the proposed
Regulations), which would establish the Big Glace Bay Lake (BGBL) National Wildlife Area (NWA) and
add lands to the Prince Edward Point (PEP) NWA, is to enable greater protection of wildlife and wildlife
habitats, and to facilitate the management of wildlife conservation, research and interpretation in these
areas.
Access Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice respecting the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and
Ecosystem Health, 2021 
The government gives notice that the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and
Ecosystem Health, 2021 has been finalized.
More information is available on the Environment and Climate Change Canada website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/great-lakes-protection.html?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_great-lakes-protection


or send an email to: ec.grandslacs-greatlakes.ec@canada.ca.


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order Approving the Interim Order Modifying the Operation of the Heavy-duty Vehicle and
Engine Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations (Trailer Standards)
Reminder: The purpose of this third Interim Order is to extend the suspension of the application of the
trailer GHG emission standards by up to another year in Canada to provide additional time for the
outcome of the ongoing litigation before the court in the United States regarding the trailer standards to
be known. The conclusion of the process in the US will inform the next steps to be taken by the
Department of the Environment (the Department) with respect to the trailer standards in Canada. 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/order-decret-eng.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Blue Economy Strategy Consultation - consultations end on June 15, 2021. Fisheries and Oceans Canada is
developing a strategic framework to guide future actions and investments that will help grow the ocean-based
economy, while advancing conservation objectives. Access consultation page at:
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/blue-economy-economie-bleue/engagement-paper-document-mobilisation/consultation-eng.html


•  Policy and Regulatory Initiatives – Fish and Fish Habitat Protection - consultations end on June 18, 2021.
Access details at: http://www.talkfishhabitat.ca


• Consultation on the draft Guidance Document for the notification and testing of new chemicals and
polymers. Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. Access the discussion paper at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/consultation-testing-new-chemicals-polymers.html


•  New National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation. Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. 
Access the discussion paper at: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update - consultations end on June 30, 2021. Reminder: The proposed regulations require
liquid fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of the fuels they produce and sell in Canada. The
Regulations also establish a credit market through which suppliers can create or purchase credits in order to come
into compliance with the carbon reduction standard. Access Clean Fuel Standard: proposed regulatory approach at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard/regulatory-approach.html
Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


•  Share your ideas: Blackwater Project - consultations end on July 7, 2021. Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on proposed amendments to Schedule 2 of the Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations (MDMER) for the Blackwater Project - an open-pit gold and silver mine located approximately
112 km southwest of Vanderhoof, BC. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/mining/metal-diamond-mining-effluent-regulation/blackwater-consultation.html


•  Consultation on La Mauricie National Park draft management plan - consultations end on June 25, 2021.
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/qc/mauricie/gestion-management/revezvotreparc-yourdreampark


• Mountain National Parks - Management Planning - consultations end on July 7, 2021. Stakeholders are
invited to provide feedback on the draft park management plans for Banff, Jasper, Waterton Lakes, Yoho,
Kootenay, Mount Revelstoke and Glacier national parks: https://www.letstalkmountainparks.ca


•  Revisions to the management plan for Point Pelee National Park  - consultations end on July 12, 2021.
Now, in this second phase of engagement, all Canadians are invited to share their views on the draft plan:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/pelee/info/plan


• Proposed changes to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for the 2022 reporting year -
consultations end on July 30, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/proposals-changes.html


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022: https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP
•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:


https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary
•  Canadian minerals and metals plan - consultations end on August 31, 2022. Access details at:


https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Species at Risk consultations - May/June 2021 update
2021-06-08 Imminent Threat Assessment for Wood Bison (Bison bison athabascae):
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/documents/3616
2021-05-26 Critical Habitat of the Copper Redhorse (Moxostoma hubbsi) Order. See Canada Gazette, Part II, Vol.
155, No. 11 at: https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/documents/1830
Also, a listing order for 14 species at risk was published in Canada Gazette, part II on May 12, 2021. Access the order
and the accompanying Regulatory Impact Analysis Statement at:
https://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors87-eng.html.


For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - update
2021-06-02 Joint Review Panel Extends Comment Period Deadline for Marathon Palladium Project. The deadline for
this project is extended from June 27, 2021 to July 26, 2021:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/139275?culture=en-CA
2021-05-14 Phase I Vista Test Underground Mine and Vista Mine Phase II Expansion Project:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - consultations update
The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission: Regulatory Oversight Report Review - consultations end June 23, 2021.
https://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/pdfs/Discussion-Papers/21-01/Discussion_Paper_DIS-21-01__The_Canadian_Nuclear_Safety_Commission__Regulatory_Oversight_Report_Review.pdf


REGDOC-2.4.2, Probabilistic Safety Assessment (PSA) for Reactor Facilities, Version 2 - consultations end June 29,
2021. The requirements and guidance contained in this regulatory document are applicable to all reactor facilities,
including nuclear power plants, small reactor facilities, small modular reactors, or research reactors using a graded
approach. http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/history/regdoc2-4-2.cfm
REGDOC-2.9.2, Controlling Releases to the Environment - consultations end July 27, 2021. REGDOC-2.9.2,
Environmental Protection: Controlling Releases to the Environment is part of the CNSC’s environmental protection
series of regulatory documents, which also covers environmental principles, assessments and protection measures.
Access consultation page at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/regdoc-2-9-2
Proposals to amend the Nuclear Safety Regulations - consultations end July 14, 2021. The document covers
changes to areas such as physical security, cyber security and the protection of nuclear security information, as well
as security culture and nuclear security interface with nuclear material accountancy and control. 
Consultation on this document is available through CNSC’s e-consultation platform at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/ Access the document at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis_21_02 
Environmental Protection Review Reports - consultations end July 16, 2021. The proposed structure of new EPR
reports is described at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/sandbox-blind-river-refinery-environmental-protection-review-report


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-06-04 The Government of Canada announced that it will invest up to $54.9 million in 58
community-based climate action initiatives from across Canada. The projects are funded by the
Climate Action and Awareness Fund. Among the recipients are Colleges and Institutes Canada,
which will receive $5.3 million to help colleges and universities reduce emissions by implementing
climate plans on campus and sharing best practices for green buildings.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/marking-world-environment-day-canada-invests-up-to-55-million-in-58-local-climate-action-projects.html


• 2021-06-03 The Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson,
announced $600,000 in funding for 10 new initiatives under the Indigenous Guardians Pilot.
Guardians act as the “eyes and ears on the ground.” These initiatives will enable First Nations to
monitor ecological health, maintain cultural sites, and protect sensitive areas and species, while
creating jobs. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/government-of-canada-invests-in-10-first-nations-guardians-initiatives.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


• 2021-05-31 The government announced that it is providing close to $7 million to support seven
science-based research projects. Among the selected projects are those being carried out by the
University of British Columbia, which aims to advance technologies to quantify and characterize
microplastics in aquatic environments; the National Institute of Scientific Research, which will assess
the potential effects of nanoplastics on human health; and the University of Guelph, which will assess
potential risks that microplastics pose to freshwater and soil ecosystems.
This funding is provided through the Plastics Science for a Cleaner Future Initiative, supported by
Environment and Climate Change Canada and the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council of Canada. Access Canada-wide Strategy on Zero Plastic Waste at:
https://ccme.ca/en/res/strategyonzeroplasticwaste.pdf


2021-05-27 Reminder: The Governments of Canada and Ontario announced they have signed a new
Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health, setting out
specific actions each government will take to protect and restore the Great Lakes, such as preventing
toxic and nuisance algae, improving wastewater and stormwater management, reducing plastic
pollution and excess road salt, restoring native species and habitats, and increasing resilience to
climate change. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/document/canada-ontario-great-lakes-agreement


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on April 22, 2021 and resumed sitting on May 25, 2021.


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 27, 2021. The Bill allows for
the collection of fees for use of public lands and adds a section on liability:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 72, Preserving Canada’s Economic Prosperity Act. Third Reading: June 10, 2021. The
Bill is intended to repeal and replace the 2018 Act with the same title, commonly referred to as the
‘turn off the taps legislation’. If passed, the Bill will be retroactive to May 1, 2021. The previous Act was
proclaimed into force on April 30, 2019 and was in effect for two years from that date. The new Bill
does not include ‘refined fuels’, only natural gas and crude oil. Access the Bill at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-072.pdf


• Bill 218, the Provincial Parks (Protecting Park Boundaries) Amendment Act, 2021. First
Reading - report to Assembly: June 7, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill is intended to require public
consultation prior to the Government introducing any reductions in size of a park or recreation area or
to declassify a provincial park. Access at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-218.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Third Reading: June 10, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading debate on concurrence motion;
proceeded with: June 7, 2021. This Bill is designed to protect the critical watersheds, including the
Oldman River watershed, and wildlife habitats of the Eastern Slopes “from the irreparable damage that
would result from coal exploration, development and mining”.
Related resource: Coal policy engagement: Initial engagement survey results. This resource,
updated May 17, 2021, presents the results of a survey conducted March 29 to April 19, 2021 as part
of the Coal Policy engagement process. The newly-formed Coal Policy Committee is to provide a final
report to the minister by November 15, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5859a1b2-14a3-4a2d-bf36-38956efb68b4/resource/d3f4cab6-2fac-4712-95ad-fd6eb7a7b503/download/energy-coal-policy-engagement-survey-results-2021-05.pdf


Access Bill 214 at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf


- 7 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, June 15, 2021







ALBERTA  Regulations and Orders
• The Public Lands Administration Regulation, AR 187/2011 pursuant to the Public Lands Act, is


amended by AR 104/2021 as of May 27, 2021. The amendment permits the Minister to specify an area
of public land for which an ‘activity pass’ is required.
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_154.pdf


• The Provincial Parks (General) Regulation, AR 102/85 pursuant to the Provincial Parks Act, is
amended by AR 110/2021 as of May 27, 2021. Among other changes, the amendment authorizes the
Minister to specify areas for which an ‘access pass’ is required.
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Environment_and_Parks/2021_047_Environment_and_Parks.pdf


• Via Order in Council 142/2021, the date by which the Commission appointed to inquire into anti-
Alberta energy campaigns is to submit its final report is extended by an additional two months, from
May 31, 2021 to July 30, 2021.


ALBERTA Management resources, standards, codes and guidelines


• Alberta watercourse crossing inventory App. This resource, updated May 25, 2021, provides
an overview of the Alberta Watercourse Crossing Inventory (ABWCI) Application for mobile devices.
The ABWCI App is a tool for documenting stream crossings and supporting fish habitat remediation
and conservation across the province. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8cff676f-e6fa-4d1c-b589-b54fafc3a67d/resource/a499fa66-a9e4-4136-b950-95826aa679fd/download/aep-alberta-watercourse-crossing-inventory-app-2021-05-25.pdf


• Pre-qualification for prime consultants on water management and Alberta environment
projects. This resource, updated May 25, 2021, lists consulting firms that have been pre-qualified by
Alberta Transportation to provide prime consultant services on water management and Alberta
environmental projects. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/6a86a59b-e344-46e5-90f3-69ecec367a2d/resource/b00f8c53-367c-42b9-bb95-92ba0bf3ec49/download/trans-prequalification-prime-consultants-water-management-environment-projects-2021-05.pdf


• Guide to indigenous organizations and services in Alberta. This resource, updated May 21,
2021, lists First Nation, Metis and Aboriginal organizations and services in Alberta. Also included are
national and umbrella organizations with offices located elsewhere. Listings are restricted to not-for-
profit organizations and services. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1e38502a-550b-4351-86cf-10cc5f393f93/resource/22ebfcba-5f8d-48f2-8c82-d7a74ad0c572/download/ir-guide-to-indigenous-organizations-and-services-in-alberta-2021-05.pdf


• Watershed Resiliency and Restoration Program: overview and application guide. This
resource, updated May 21, 2021, provides guidance on the current year of funding. Applications for the
current fiscal year will be accepted for consideration for funding under the Watershed Resiliency and
Restoration Program until September 30, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e967ea8b-f3e9-4063-bb62-fb0077a243e4/resource/ca8d7c58-43ec-4dfb-8746-719e09dc45ce/download/aep-watershed-resiliency-and-restoration-program-grant-application-overview-2021-2023.pdf 


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsections:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably believes that
a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety of persons, or to the
environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a relevant protection official.
(6) A protection official may communicate with another protection official about disclosures or information provided or any
direction given under this section, in respect of an imminent risk, to ensure that the protection officials may exercise their
lawful duties, powers and functions in respect of the risk.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. (From previous session - Royal
Assent: March 5, 2020). Reminder: The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation,
addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for specified industrial or
commercial uses. The law was previously described in detail in HSERA. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations, Ministerial Orders etc.


Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Clean Energy) Regulation amended 
Reminder: Under Ministerial Order #306, made May 25, 2021, among other things, the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction (Clean Energy) Regulation, B.C. Reg. 102/2012, under the province’s Clean Energy Act, is
amended. Changes address: the acquisition of renewable natural gas by a public utility; prescribed
undertakings involving hydrogen; ‘synthesis gas’; and lignin. Other changes deal with the maximum amount
allocated for costs. Access at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0306_2021


Placer Mining Waste Control Regulation, B.C. Reg. 107/89
Reminder: Under Ministerial Order #296, made May 17, 2021, among other things, section 3 of the Placer
Mining Waste Control Regulation, B.C. Reg. 107/89, under the Environment Management Act is repealed to
address:


“(c) mining production where (i) neither mercury nor chemicals are used, (ii) tailings are discharged to a tailings pond with a
minimum of 0.5 m freeboard, and (iii) the water in the tailings pond (A) is pumped back to the operation for reuse, (B) is left
in the pond and allowed to seep into the ground in a manner which does not result in suspended solids entering a body of
water at any point downstream of the operation, or (C) is partly pumped back as referred to in clause (A) and is partly
left as referred to in clause (B)”.


In addition, clauses are added to address exemptions related to permit applications in progress. Access MO
at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0296_2021


Administrative Penalties Regulation, B.C. Reg. 35/2011, amended 
Under Ministerial Order #307, made May 25, 2021, section 8 of the Administrative Penalties Regulation, BC
Reg. 35/2011, under the Oil and Gas Activities Act is amended to address contraventions of the Oil and Gas
Road Regulation. In addition, section 4 of the regulation is amended to address contraventions of the
Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation. Access the MO at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0307_2021


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. This
Bill amends The Water Resources Administration Act to provide the government with increased powers to
manage water control works and protect provincial water infrastructure. Under the Bill, it is prohibited to
deliberately or negligently damage provincial water infrastructure or to impair its function, and permits are
now required for activities likely to interfere with provincial water infrastructure, such as construction or the
removal of fill. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. Under the Bill, uniform rules
are established respecting authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. The Act will be brought into
force by proclamation. Access Bill 12 at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20,
2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 57, The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. First Reading: November 2, 2020. Access
at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


*


NEW BRUNSWICK -  No new entries for this issue


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


May 21, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Endangered Species List Regulation under the Endangered Species Act 
Filed May 20, 2021, the amendment adds the little brown myotis (bat) and the Northern Myotis to
Schedule A of the Endangered Species List Regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210521.pdf


May 21, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Notices of protected water supply areas under the Water Resources Act 
Filed May 20, 2021, two separate notices under the Act protect the Maloney’s River Water Supply Area
and the Button’s Pond Water Supply Area. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210521.pdf


May 14, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Waste Management Regulation - amendment under the Environmental Protection Act 
Filed May 13, 2021, the amendment stipulates that a retailer shall not charge a consumer a separate
fee with respect to the costs associated with implementing an oil and glycol stewardship plan.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210514.pdf


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


St. John’s Corporate Climate Plan adopted 
Reminder: On May 17, 2021, the City of St. John’s formally adopted its Corporate Climate Plan.
Access the Plan at: http://stjohns.ca/publications/corporate-climate-plan


*


NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. This Government Bill would
propose various measures to provide for the stewardship, conservation, sustainable use and
governance of biodiversity in the province. Access latest version of Bill 4 at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. This Private Member's Bill
would provide free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water used as a
source of drinking water. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project development: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm


NOVA SCOTIA -  Consultations


Province begins consultation on climate change, sustainable development goals
Reminder: On May 27, 2021, the province’s Clean Foundation launched public consultations on
initiatives to develop goals under the Sustainable Development Goals Act and assist in developing the
Climate Change Plan for Clean Growth. The 60-day consultation ends July 27, 2021.
Details of the consultation are available at www.cleanfuture.ca


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Among other things, the multi-faceted
omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 that require priority connection
access to renewable energy generation facilities and the provision of information about a distribution
system’s or transmission system’s ability to accommodate generation from a renewable energy
generation facility. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
May 21, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill requires persons who sell, offer to sell or construct floating
docks, floating platforms or buoys, to ensure that any expanded or extruded polystyrene in the dock,
platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 294, Securities Amendment Act (Climate Risk Financial Disclosure), 2021. First
Reading: May 17, 2021. The Bill amends the Securities Act to require issuers and reporting issuers to
conduct climate-related risk assessments in order to identify material facts and material changes for
the purposes of the Act. A climate-related risk assessment involves an analysis of the risks stemming
from the impact of climate change, as they relate to the issuer or reporting issuer, in the context of
various scenarios. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-294


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
The Bill would specify that Ontarians living and working on reserves have the same right to safe
drinking water as that enjoyed by the rest of the population. Access Bill at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b286_e.pdf


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. The Bill would prohibit the sale of washing
machines that are not equipped with a specified microplastics filter. Access this Private Member’s Bill
at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. This
omnibus bill includes enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021 which would amalgamate
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the
Conservation Review Board, the Mining and Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Access Bill 245 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions
regarding development permits. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


ONTARIO Gazette notices


Published on e-Laws: June 3, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 19, 2021
New regulation makes producers responsible for blue box programs
The proposed producer responsibility regulation for blue box materials under the Resource Recovery and
Circular Economy Act, 2016, (O. Reg. 391/21: Blue Box) was filed on June 3, 2021. Under the regulation,
producers of blue box materials will be made fully responsible for managing their products by:
• transitioning existing municipal, local services board and First Nation blue box services to producer


responsibility between July 1, 2023 and December 31, 2025; and
• making producers responsible for a consistent set of blue box materials and eligible sources beginning


on January 1, 2026.
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


New requirements for blue box materials
The blue box regulation requires producers of paper, packaging, packaging-like products and single-
use items to:
• maintain or improve existing blue box services, including participating in a common curbside blue


box collection system across Ontario;
• expand blue box services to communities outside the Far North, regardless of their population;
• expand blue box collection services to additional sources, such as multi-unit residential buildings,


schools, some public spaces, and specified retirement and long-term care homes;
• collect a consistent set of materials in blue boxes across the province;
• meet management requirements for blue box materials, such as diversion targets; and
• implement a promotion and education program to increase awareness about collection, reuse,


recycling and recovery of materials.
The blue box regulation will not:
• impact existing deposit return initiatives operated for alcohol beverage containers; or
• require producers to provide blue box services in the industrial, commercial, and institutional (IC&I)


sectors, except for:
- beverage containers must be collected in the IC&I sectors; and
- all blue box material must be collected in multi-unit residential dwellings, schools, specified 
long-term care and retirement homes, and some public spaces as specified in the regulation.


Producers of blue box materials are required to register with the Resource Productivity and Recovery
Authority (the “Authority”) by October 1, 2021.
Access the new Blue Box regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21391
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2579


Published on e-Laws: June 8, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021
Government posts final Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation 
On June 8, 2021, the Ontario Government finalized the Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation
under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016.
The regulation sets requirements for producers that supply designated automotive materials (oil filters, oil
contatiners and antifreeze), solvents, paints and coatings, pesticides, fertilizers, mercury-containing devices
(barometers, thermometers and thermostats) and pressurized containers (non-refillable and refillable pressurized
containers, refillable propane containers) to consumers in Ontario. 
The regulation makes producers fully accountable and financially responsible for their products and packaging
once they reach their end of life and are disposed; sets mandatory and enforceable requirements for HSP
collection systems; and gives producers choices for resource recovery services in a competitive market.
The Government has established the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority as the regulator tasked with
enforcing the requirements of the HSP Regulation, which will require producers to undertake all, or some, of the
following activities, depending on the material:
• Establish a free collection network for consumers across the province, including for those living in rural and


northern communities, as well as First Nation communities located within and outside the Far North. In larger
communities, there must be an accessible network of drop-off locations, while in more remote communities,
collection on a call-in basis from municipalities, territorial districts and First Nation reserves is required.


• Manage all collected materials properly by ensuring they are recycled or, in the case of pesticides, disposed of.
• Provide promotion and education materials to increase consumer awareness.
• Provide information related to any separate fee charged by the producer or seller in connection with the sale of


HSP.
• Register with the Authority and report to the Authority on both supply data and collection and management


outcomes, complete a third-party audit of management activities, as well as keep records and meet other
requirements.


Producers’ collection, promotion, education and management obligations begin on October 1, 2021, following the
wind-up of the Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste (MHSW) program operated by Stewardship Ontario on
September 30, 2021. Access Reg at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21449
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


Published on e-Laws: June 3, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 19, 2021
• Amending O. Reg.101/94 (Recycling and Composting of Municipal Waste)


Among other things, the Regulation on recycling and composting of municipal waste is amended by adding
the following section clarifying the Blue Box Transition Schedule:


10.1 A municipality that is included in the Blue Box Transition Schedule, [...] and that provided a system for the
collection of blue box waste as of August 15, 2019, shall continue to operate that collection system until the date in the
Blue Box Transition Schedule that sets out when that municipality will start to receive collection services  [...]


Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21392
Published on e-Laws: June 1, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 19, 2021
• Amending O. Reg.208/19 (Environmental Compliance Approval in respect of Sewage Works)


The amendment clarifies that the Act applies to any person who alters, extends, enlarges or replaces a
sewage works on or after July 1, 2021. Access the amendment at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21386


Published on e-Laws:May 31, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 19, 2021
• Amending O. Reg.347 (General - Waste Management)


The amendment deals with the application of the Regulation with regard to waste management resulting
from COVID-19 antigen point-of-care testing. Access the amendment at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21384


ONTARIO Announcements 


Ontario asks public to report pollution online through website
The Ontario government is asking the public to report suspected pollution online in an effort to bolster
enforcement. The new website, announced on May 19, 2021, allows users to upload photos, videos
and audio clips to help staff assess the situation.
Users can report any incidents of pollution they come across, including oil or chemical spills, industrial
or commercial noise pollution, or improper disposal of commercial waste, the province said. They also
have the option to create a secure login to receive updates on how the report is being handled.
The online tool is meant for non-urgent environmental issues, and the site says urgent ones should be
reported by phone through the province’s 24-hour hotline.
Access more details at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/report-pollution-and-spills


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposal to transfer requirements from Ontario’s industrial effluent monitoring and limits
regulations into Environmental Compliance Approvals and revoke the regulations
ERO #019-0773; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 11, 2021. 
Effective July 1, 2021, the nine sector-specific industrial wastewater Effluent Monitoring and Effluent
Limits regulations, also known as the Municipal Industrial Strategy for Abatement (MISA) regulations,
under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA), which currently apply to 111 industrial facilities, will be
revoked. 
In addition, the government is making consequential amendments to two environmental penalties
regulations under the EPA and the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) that are necessary to
ensure that, after the nine MISA regulations are revoked, the two environmental penalties regulations
will continue to apply to the same industrial sectors and sector facilities, and the effect on these
facilities will be unchanged. 
All facilities discharging wastewater into waterways are, pursuant to section 53 of the OWRA,
required to have site-specific sewage works ECAs that consider potential impacts on local water
bodies, and include discharge limits that are in addition to, and often more stringent than, the
technology-based minimum limits set in the MISA regulations. The regulations only set these
requirements for certain industrial sectors, while all facilities are required to have ECAs to discharge
wastewater into waterways.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0773
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed Revocation of O. Reg. 274/18, Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy
Generation Facilities
ERO #019-2848; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 9, 2021. 
The government has decided to revoke O. Reg. 274/18 – Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy
Generation Facilities – since municipal authority over the siting of new renewable energy projects
has been restored. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2848


• Proposed Regulation under the Ontario Heritage Act (Bill 108)
ERO #019-1348; decision posted by the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries on June 9, 2021. 
Ontario Regulation 385/21 (General) implements amendments that were made to the Ontario
Heritage Act through the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019. The amendments and regulation
come into force on July 1, 2021. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1348


• Regulatory and Policy Changes to Private, Non-Commercial Occupation and Use of Land
in Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ERO #019-3474; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 11, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 26, 2021
Through this proposal, the government is recommending regulatory and policy changes to:
• allow for the potential continued use of existing private recreation camps (sometimes known as 
hunt camps) located on Crown land in provincial parks and conservation reserves; and


• potentially support existing access through provincial parks and conservation reserves to adjacent
privately owned land. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3474


• Wasaga Beach Provincial Park Management Plan
ERO #013-4471; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 10, 2019
This proposal notice was updated on June 8, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still under
active review. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-4471


• A proposed regulation, and proposed regulatory amendments, to make producers
responsible for operating blue box programs
ERO # 019-2579; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 3, 2021. 
The proposed producer responsibility regulation for blue box materials under the Resource Recovery
and Circular Economy Act, 2016, was filed on June 3, 2021. (See full description on pages 11-12).
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2579


• York Region Wastewater Act
ERO # 019-3802; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 3, 2021. Comment deadline: July 4, 2021.
The Ministry is soliciting public comment on proposed legislation to put on hold the Environmental
Assessment application for the Upper York Sewage Solution: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3802


• Amendments to Reg. 347 under the EPA relating to generation, collection, transportation
and storage of waste from COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Point-of-Care Testing
ERO # 019-3734; exception posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 3, 2021. 
The government gives notice that it has amended Regulation 347 to remove requirements for the
collection, storage and transportation of hazardous waste generated by COVID-19 antigen testing.
The waste is still required to be disposed of at an approved biomedical waste disposal site.  
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3734


• Amendments to the Environmental Compliance Approval in respect of Sewage Works
Regulation
ERO # 019-3424; exception posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 3, 2021. 
The government gives notice that it has made minor amendments to the Sewage Works Regulation
(O. Reg. 208/19) to allow prescribed persons to make future alterations to municipal sanitary
collection and stormwater works without requiring a separate approval if certain conditions are met:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3424
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Brockville Long Swamp Fen Provincial Park Management Plan
ERO # 019-3451; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 31, 2021. 
Comment deadline: July 15, 2021. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3451


• Amendments to support implementation of Emissions Performance Standards program
ERO # 019-3719; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 27, 2021. Comment deadline: July 11, 2021.
The proposed amendments are to support the transition from the federal Output-Based Pricing
System (OBPS) to the Ontario’s Emissions Performance Standards (EPS) program, which will be in
effect January 1, 2022. The posting also includes proposed changes to the administration and
enforcement of the program intended to clarify certain compliance and reporting requirements. MECP
intends to hold a virtual stakeholder consultation session in the short term to provide greater detail
around these proposed amendments. For details, access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• New Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health
ERO #019-0198; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on May 27, 2021.
Ontario and Canada have finalized a new agreement to restore, protect and conserve Great Lakes
water quality and ecosystem. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0198


• Proposal for a declaration order to exempt Stelco Inc’s proposed 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station from the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO #019-2724; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on May 26, 2021.
For details, access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2724


• Amendments to wastewater operator licensing regulation to address impacts of emergencies
ERO # 019-3515; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and owners and operators of wastewater
facilities the tools they need to act quickly to ensure waterways are protected during an emergency.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3515


• Proposed amendments to drinking water operator and water quality analyst certification
regulation 
ERO # 019-3513; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and drinking water systems the tools they
need to act quickly to help ensure the province’s drinking water is protected during an emergency,
such as providing systems with temporary staffing options, and operators with temporary relief from
training and certification requirements.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3513


• Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act
ERO # 019-2986; posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 13, 2021. Comment deadline: June 27, 2021
The regulations the government proposes to introduce as part of the first phase would set out the
following:


- mandatory programs and services that conservation authorities would be required to provide;
- a requirement for agreements between conservation authorities and their participating municipalities


for the use of municipal levies to fund programs and services an authority determines are advisable;
- details of the transition plan conservation authorities must prepare - including an inventory of the


authority’s programs and services, the consultation process with participating municipalities on the
inventory, and steps taken to enter into these agreement(s) with participating municipalities;


- the consolidation of each of the current individual conservation authority ‘Conservation Areas’
regulations into one Minister’s regulation; and


- requirements for each conservation authority to establish a community advisory board to include
members of the public. Access more details in the consultation guide at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-05/CAA_Phase%201_Reg.%20Posting%20Consultation%20Guide_FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Ontario’s Draft Forest Biomass Action Plan
ERO # 019-3514; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on May 6, 2021; Comment deadline: June 21, 2021.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3514


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of the MECP
ERO # 019-2972; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to its environmental compliance policy to focus on
“responding to higher-risk incidents and to facilities that require a ministry permission and have
established requirements (e.g. landfills, organic waste facilities, energy from waste facilities and steel
manufacturing).
“Incidents that are determined to be lower-risk noise and odour incidents (those that cause nuisance
types of impacts) or any incidents related to facilities not regulated by a permission will be referred to
the appropriate level of government or agency, such as municipalities that have authority under the
Municipal Act, 2001 to address these incidents through bylaws ”. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO # 019-2785; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing an updated Land Use Compatibility Guideline to help municipalities
and planning authorities plan sensitive land uses and major facilities. The aim is to avoid, or
minimize and mitigate, potential adverse effects from odour, noise, dust etc. Access the ERO Notice
at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO # 019-2768; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. It includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental 
Compliance Approval;


- guidance for facilities preparing an Odour Study under the Renewable Energy Approval Regulation;
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour;
- a process for assessing, mitigating and minimizing odour impacts when a new development is 
proposed; and


- additional resources for facilities when assessing odours or when preparing a Technology 
Benchmarking Report for odour considerations for laboratories in Ontario that assess odour.


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature


• Bill 13, the Water Act. Reminder: The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for
implementation on June 16, 2021. Four draft regulations needed to implement the Act were published
on February 22, 2021. They comprise: the Water Withdrawal Regulations; the Well Construction
Regulations; the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; and
the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations. Links to these regulations were supplied in previous editions of
HSERA. Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


• Bill 108, the Environmental Bill of Rights. Passed: May 6, 2021. Among other things, this Private
Member’s Bill would establish an environmental registry under an appointed Environmental
Commissioner. Access Bill 108 at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=b3e26a6c-433c-4524-ab5a-d9e77a348486&fileName=bill-108.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
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• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Adoption in principle - clause by clause consideration
of the Bill: May 25, 2021. Under the bill, the procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is
amended, as are the conditions for carrying on activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
In force: March 19, 2021. Among other things, the Bill proposes that the Minister of the Environment
and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new register compiling information on areas that, while
not designated as protected areas, are covered by other effective conservation measures. Access
Bill 46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Assent: March 25, 2021. This Act amends the Act respecting land use
planning and development in order to, among other things,(1) grant regional county municipalities
new powers, including the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management and to the
management of natural or man-made constraints; (2) require that the lakes and watercourses of
interest for the practice of recreational activities be identified in any land use and development plan;
(3) grant local municipalities new powers for the purpose of providing public water access points;
and (4) require that zones subject to the urban heat island phenomenon be identified in any planning
program. Access Bill 67 (Gazetted June 2, 2021) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2122-A.PDF


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act
to give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by
their activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite
the financing of those systems. Access at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Introduced: May 13, 2021. The Bill, if passed, will change several laws including those relating to:
communications and contracts of employment; knowledge of a language other than French;
preventing and putting an end to harassment; the complaints process; a “Francization” program and
certificate for enterprises employing 25 employees and more; and application of the Bill to federal
employees. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access analysis: “Reform Of Bill 101: Notice To Employers” by Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers


QUEBEC Gazette notices


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
Reminder: The purpose of the draft Regulation is to set standards for the integration of low-carbon-
intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel. The standards will apply incrementally from January
1, 2023, and will, on January 1, 2030, require the integration of 15% low-carbon-intensity fuel content
in gasoline and 10% in diesel fuel. The draft Regulation also provides for a mechanism for the sale
and trade of credits to promote compliance with the standards, and measures to ensure compliance
with the standards introduced by the Regulation. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105026.pdf


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Measurement methods for the purposes of the Regulation respecting the integration
of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
Reminder: The draft Order determines the method for calculating the proportion of low-carbon-
intensity fuel content integrated into gasoline and diesel fuel for a calendar year. Access at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105035.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 12, An Act to amend The Wanuskewin Heritage Park Act, 1997. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN - Regulations


Oil and Gas Processing Investment Incentive Amendment Regulations, 2021 now in force
The Oil and Gas Processing Investment Incentive Amendment Regulations, 2021 are in force as of May 13, 2021.
The Regulations are pursuant to The Financial Administration Act, 1993. With the coming into force of the incentive
amendment, subsequent amendments have been made to The Freehold Oil and Gas Production Tax Regulations,
2012, The Crown Oil and Gas Royalty Regulations, 2012, and The Petroleum Incentive Innovation Regulations.
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112913


The High Water-Cut Oil Well Program Regulations now in force
The High Water-Cut Oil Well Program Regulations, pursuant to The Crown Minerals Act, are in effect as of April 1,
2021. The Regulations “will establish the qualifying criteria for eligible oil wells to be approved under the High
Water-Cut Oil Program (HWCP), establish the royalty status re-assignment for qualifying wells and establish the
ability for the Ministry of Energy and Resources to administer the program.”
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112704


*


THE TERRITORIES  Yukon


• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made
pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 financial years”.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf


THE TERRITORIES Northwest Territories


• Conservation Area Amendment Regulations (N.W.T. Reg.-019-2021) under the Wildlife Act.
Reminder: The amendment adds the Thaidene Nëné Wildlife Conservation Area U/CA/01 to the list of
designated conservation areas. Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 52) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_2.pdf


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER) releases: 


New CER report explores Canada's oil and gas pipeline system 
On June 9, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) released a report explaining the economics and
market dynamics for the more than 73,000 kilometres of pipelines it regulates. The report, Canada’s
Pipeline System 2021: Economics of CER-Regulated Infrastructure, provides data and trends on the
movement of energy between Canada, the United States and the rest of the world between 2015 and
2020. Access the report at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/facilities-we-regulate/2021/index.html
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CER joins the Aboriginal Liaison Program in British Columbia 
On June 8, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) announced that it is joining British Columbia’s
Aboriginal Liaison Program (ALP). This one-year pilot project aims to expand and enhance the
innovative partnership between regulators, government and Northern BC First Nations: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/cer-joins-aboriginal-liaison-program-british-columbia.html


*


ALBERTA Announcements


Government reaches exit agreement with TC Energy
On June 9, 2021, the Alberta government announced it is terminating its involvement in the Keystone
XL project after the presidential permit approving the pipeline was revoked in January. The government
and TC Energy have reached an agreement for an orderly exit from the KXL project and partnership.
The two parties will continue to explore options to recoup the government’s investment in the project.
Final costs to the government are expected to be materially within $1.3 billion, in alignment with
previously disclosed costs.
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7934377BC4B2A-9A8A-DDD0-DF72AF17F370A44B


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) - directives
The Alberta Energy Regulator recently released revised editions of the following:


• Annual Report. On June 3, 2021, the AER posted its 2020/21 Annual Report - a year that saw 20 per
cent layoffs at the agency which was left reeling after a series of scandals and accusations of
mismanagement. 
Access the report at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/reports/AER2020-21AnnualReport.pdf


• Invitation for Feedback on Revisions to Directive 040. On June 2, 2021, the AER published a bulletin
inviting feedback on a new edition of Directive 040: Pressure and Deliverability Testing Oil and Gas Wells.
The proposed changes modernize Directive 040 by removing unnecessary oil and gas well test
requirements and updating well test guidance to align it with today's well testing practices. Comment
deadline: July 4, 2021. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-21


• Directive 046: Production Audit Handbook. Updated: June 1, 2021. This directive defines the production
audit protocols used by the AER when conducting production audits of oil and gas production facilities, gas
plants, and injection systems. Access at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/2020-07/Directive046_0.pdf


• Directive 056: Energy Development Applications and Schedules. Effective: May 18, 2021.
Reminder: This directive contains the technical requirements for applying to construct or operate
facilities, pipelines, or wells. Procedural instructions and forms can be found in Manual 012: Energy
Development Applications; Procedures and Schedules. Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-056


ALBERTA Management resources


• Low-pressure natural gas distribution pipelines: Roles and responsibilities. This
resource, updated May 25, 2021, provides direction for the ongoing safety and operational concerns
of infrastructure associated with rural gas utilities and low-pressure distribution pipelines under the
Gas Distribution Act. The document recognizes the AUC's jurisdiction under the Gas Utilities Act,
specifically in areas where there is a potential for overlapping or conflicting direction provided by the
legislation and/or Chief Officer under the Gas Distribution Act and Alberta Utilities Commission under
the Gas Utilities Act. Access at:


````https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/4de4b67b-f293-4aa4-82e1-c13aa38efd70/resource/00cef225-fcad-418b-85ec-ced267105705/download/af-low-pressure-natural-gas-distribution-pipelines-roles-responsibilities.pdf
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ALBERTA Management resources (continued)


• Oil sands information bulletin [2018 to current]. This resource, updated May 20, 2021,
provides notification to the industry of proposed changes to legislation, regulations or operating
procedures with the intent of soliciting feedback; new programs or changes to existing programs,
projects, services, strategies or organizational structures; and industry participation in department
initiatives. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/oil-sands-information-bulletin


• Coal policy engagement: Initial engagement survey results. This resource, updated May
17, 2021, presents the results of a survey conducted March 29 to April 19, 2021 as part of the Coal
Policy engagement process. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5859a1b2-14a3-4a2d-bf36-38956efb68b4/resource/d3f4cab6-2fac-4712-95ad-fd6eb7a7b503/download/energy-coal-policy-engagement-survey-results-2021-05.pdf


• Carbon Sequestration Tenure Management. 
Reminder: On May 12, 2021, Alberta Energy said that the Government intends to consider industry
proposals for a carbon storage hub through a competitive selection process, currently under
development. More information is available at:
https://inform.energy.gov.ab.ca/Documents/Published/IL-2021-19.pdf.
Send inquiries or requests for more information to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


Administrative Penalties Regulation, B.C. Reg. 35/2011, amended 
Under Ministerial Order #307, made May 25, 2021, section 8 of the Administrative Penalties Regulation, BC
Reg. 35/2011, under the Oil and Gas Activities Act, is amended to address contraventions of the Oil and
Gas Road Regulation. In addition, section 4 of the regulation is amended to address contraventions of the
Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation.
Access the MO at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0307_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-19) 2021 Updates to Area-Based Analysis
On June 1, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced the completion of the 2021 annual
update to Area-based Analysis (ABA). ABA is an operational program used to support decision making
at the Commission. The changes, which come into effect on June 1, 2021, address Riparian Reserve
Zones; Old Forest; and Wildlife Areas. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/2021-updates-to-area-based-analysis-indb-2021-19/


(INDB 2021-17) New landslide susceptibility map for oil and gas Industry working in NEBC
On May 6, 2021, the OGC posted a new landslide susceptibility map for Northeastern BC (NEBC) to
assist the oil and gas industry in managing landslide risk. Oil and gas operators must consider
geohazards, including potential landslides, for managing integrity of their assets, such as pipelines and
facilities. According to the OGC, the map, with landslide susceptibility’s colour-coded scale, provides a
useful tool for planning and implementing these programs. Access the map at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-landslide-susceptibility-map-for-oil-and-gas-industry-working-in-nebc-indb-2021-17/


(INDB 2021-18) Amendment Application Submission Requirements
Effective June 1, 2021, the Commission notes that - further to INDB 2021-16 - the Consultation and
Notification (“C&N”) tab in the Application Management System (AMS) will be temporarily disabled for
Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) applications and OGAA amendment applications.
To assist applicants with amendment applications during this period, an OGAA  Amendment Application
Form has been developed. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/amendment-application-submission-requirements/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements (continued)


BC OGC implements revised regulations addressing consultation and notification
under the Oil and Gas Activities Act
Reminder: Pursuant to the Oil and Gas Activities Act, the OGC has implemented the following
changes, effective June 1, 2021:
• the Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 279/2010 is repealed;
• the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 50/2021, is in effect; and
• amendments to the Emergency Management Regulation, B.C. Reg. 271/2017, the Fee, Levy and


Security Regulation, B.C. Reg. 8/2014, and to s.1 of the Oil and Gas Road Regulation, B.C. Reg.
56/2013 are in effect.


Access details at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0050_2021


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR -  Management resources


Offshore Adverse Weather Communications Protocol
Last month the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers’ (CAPP) released Offshore Newfoundland
and Labrador – Adverse Weather Communication Protocols.
The Industry Best Practice has been created to ensure that roles, responsibilities and needs are clearly
identified prior to any events that may affect the integrity of offshore operations.
The document provides guidance for operators and applies to the actions that may be required
by one or more Marine Installations or Structures due to adverse weather. This Industry Best
Practice is intended to describe how Operators will communicate with each another and the CNLOPB
pertaining to weather information, plans, precautions and resource availability, such as
vessels or helicopter transport. Access the document at:
https://www.cnlopb.ca/wp-content/uploads/cop/adverseweather.pdf


ONTARIO Regulatory filings


• O. Reg. 378/21: Siting restrictions for renewable energy generation facilities. Filed May 26,
2021, the regulation revokes O. Reg. 274/18 (Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy Generation
Facilities). The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021. 
Access notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21300


*


Standards, codes and guidelines


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Draft federal environmental quality guidelines for certain substances 
The government gives notice that draft federal environmental quality guidelines (FEQGs) are available
for the following substances:
• Aluminium
• Selenium
• Siloxane-D4.
The Guidelines are available on the Canada.ca (Chemical Substances) website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/latest-news.html


- 21 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, June 15, 2021







June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality: Physical, Aesthetic and
Chemical Characteristics 
Pursuant to subsection 55(3) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, the Minister of
Health hereby gives notice of proposed Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality: Physical,
Aesthetic and Chemical Characteristics. 
The Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality comprise multiple guideline technical
documents that consider the various factors that could interfere with the safety of recreational waters
from a human health perspective. They provide guideline values for specific parameters used to
monitor water quality hazards and recommend science-based monitoring and risk management
strategies. 
The proposed technical document for this guideline is available for public comment from June 12, 2021,
to August 11, 2021, on Health Canada's Environment and workplace health consultation web page. Any
person may, within 60 days after publication of this notice, file with the Minister of Health written
comments on the proposed document. 
Comments can be submitted by email to: HC.water-eau.SC@canada.ca. 


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final guidelines for Canadian drinking water quality for metribuzin
The maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) for metribuzin in drinking water is 0.08 mg/L (80 μg/L).
Metribuzin is a pre- and post-emergent herbicide used to control broadleaf weeds and grasses in
agriculture. It is released into the environment as surface runoff following agricultural spraying
(particularly within two weeks of soil application), as tile drain effluent, from accidental discharge or as
spray drift. It has the potential to leach into groundwater or move into surface water.
Low levels of metribuzin have been found in source and treated drinking water in a few Canadian
provinces during targeted monitoring programs in agricultural areas where metribuzin is applied. 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage,
outlining both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


CSA standards update


• CSA Z1615 - First Responder Fatigue Risk Management System
This Standard specifies requirements for the identification of fatigue related hazards, and assessment
and control of fatigue-related risks across first responder occupations. This Standard can be applied
to any type of fatigue-related risk and can be applied to both sleep-related and task-related fatigue. 
This Standard provides a framework for organizations to prepare for and respond to fatigue risk
management at the organizational level. It includes policies, processes, programs, procedures, and
practices related to the following: a voluntary framework for fatigue risk management at the
organizational/system level; direction on planning, developing, implementing and evaluating the
fatigue risk management system within the framework; and informative guidance on risk assessment
tools, implementing feasible control strategies, and performance indicators.
Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 27, 2021. Review end date: July 27, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4213


• Z259.15 - Anchorage connectors
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4207
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CSA standards update (continued)
• CSA Z275.4 - Competency Standard for diving, hyperbaric chamber, and remotely operated
vehicle operations
This Standard applies to occupational diving, hyperbaric facility, and remotely operated vehicle (ROV)
operations conducted in connection with all types of work and employment and describes the
requirements for minimum competency levels for all personnel directly associated with the identified
techniques of diving or ROV operations.
The Standard has been established to provide diver and ROV training facilities and the diving and
ROV industry with a uniform minimum level of competency necessary for the various levels of diver
and ROV techniques. This level of competency will allow the diver or ROV pilot/technician to safely
and competently complete the specific tasks required of occupational divers or ROV personnel.
Contact: dave.shanahan@csagroup.org. Review start date: June 2, 2021. Review end date: August
1, 2021. Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4217


• Z1011.1 - Paramedic Work Disability Management Standard
This Standard applies to the requirements for a WDM System that can be used by paramedic services
to systematically manage their WDM activities. The standard includes specific requirements and
guidance related to the management of work disabilities associated with Operational Stress Injuries
(OSI) and other mental health conditions that may be due to work related exposure(s) and non work-
related exposure(s).
This standard applies a general framework to be applied to any types of disability.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: April 28, 2021. Review end date: June 27, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4186


• Z620.3 - Flaring, incineration and enclosed combustion (New Standard)
This Standard applies to newly installed flares, incinerators and enclosed combustors used in the
following sectors:
• drilling operations;
• completions and well testing;
• well sites and gathering pipelines, thermal in-situ operations;
• process facilities (up to and ending at custody transfer at the product outlet point); and
• workovers and well servicing.
Contact: jonathan.venalainen@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4208


• CSA C22.1:21 Canadian Electrical Code, Part 1 (25th edition), Safety Standard for Electrical
Installations 
The 25th edition of the CSA C22.1:21, Canadian Electrical Code, Part I is now available in both
French and English editions.  For over 90 years, the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I has been
developed and updated to help better protect electrical workers and promote improved consistency in
electrical installations across the country. The new edition includes over 200 additions and revisions,
including: a new subsection for energy storage; requirements related to adapting to climate change;
addressing risks from floods; and substantial changes to wiring methods. Purchase at: 
https://www.orderline.com/csa-c22-1-21-canadian-electrical-code-part-i-25th-edition-safety-standard-for-electrical-installations?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn_zf7smV8QIVqGxvBB3KmgBmEAAYASAAEgLXXPD_BwE


*
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Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Third Reading in the House of
Commons: May 27, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its
transitional regulations. Access Bill S-3 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. Access
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading in the Senate: May 27, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend
compassionate care leave provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave
to which an employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Life Saving Equipment Regulations under the Canada Shipping Act 
The objective of the proposed amendment is to ensure that inflatable survival equipment is maintained
in a safe manner in order to reduce the risk associated with the impact of freeze-thaw cycles on
inflatable survival equipment.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-12/html/reg4-eng.html


June 9, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Ministerial responsibilities under the CLC delegated to ‘Head of Compliance and Enforcement’
As a result of amendments to the Canada Labour Code (the Code) pertaining to the designation of a
Head of Compliance and Enforcement, consequential changes are required to certain regulations made
under Part II and Part III of the Code including:
• Canada Occupational Health and Safety Regulations;
• On Board Trains Occupational Health and Safety Regulations;
• Oil and Gas Occupational Safety and Health Regulations;
• Coal Mining Safety Commission Regulations;
• Maritime Occupational Health and Safety Regulations;
• Aviation Occupational Health and Safety Regulations; 
• Policy Committees, Work Place Committees and Health and Safety Representatives Regulations; and
• Work Place Harassment and Violence Prevention Regulations.
In all the above, the regulations are amended by replacing “Minister” (of Labour) with “Head of
Compliance and Enforcement”. 
With these changes, the Head of Compliance and Enforcement (HOCE) will now exercise most of the
powers and perform most of the duties and functions related to the administration and enforcement of
Parts II, III and IV of the Code. 
This follows changes to Part IV of the Code which came into force on January 1, 2021 and which
transferred all powers, duties and functions previously conferred to inspectors and regional directors,
and most of those conferred to the Minister under Parts II and III.
Access Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code: SOR/2021-
118 at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-09/html/sor-dors118-eng.html


- 24 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, June 15, 2021







FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders-in-Council (O-i-C) were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of
COVID-19. The O-I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other


Obligations): 
This Order continues to require all persons who enter Canada, whether by air, land, or sea, to provide
accurate contact information for the first 14 days in Canada, to answer questions to determine if they
have signs or symptoms of COVID-19 and, with limited exemptions, to quarantine or isolate for 14
days from the day upon which they entered Canada.
Substantive changes to the Order regarding pre-arrival and other obligations include the mandatory
disclosure of all countries in which a traveller has been in the 14 days prior to entering Canada. To
achieve operational efficiencies, including in relation to PCR test kits, an exemption from pre- and
post-arrival testing has also been introduced for persons travelling from either Northwest Angle,
Minnesota, to mainland US, or from one point in Alaska to another via Yukon.
Post-arrival obligation changes include a new requirement to report to the Minister of Health the
outcome of positive COVID-19 tests taken during the 14-day quarantine period, including those done
outside of the government-mandated tests. However, the Order continues to provide that only the
post-arrival COVID-19 molecular tests arranged and managed by the Government of Canada will
satisfy the requirements to undergo testing in accordance with the Order,
This Order ceases to have effect on June 21, 2021.
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


Related item: Canada increases fine for contravention of the Quarantine Act. In response to refusals by
international travellers to follow mandatory isolation requirements upon arriving in Canada the fine has been
increased from $3,000 to $5,000. This fine will be levied against anyone refusing to stay at a government-
designated hotel for up to 3 days or who is found not to follow their quarantine plan. Access the Regulations
Amending the Contraventions Regulations (Schedule XVI): SOR/2021-107 (Canada Gazette June 4, 2021,
2021), at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-04-x4/html/extra4-eng.html


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
This Order maintains Canada's focus on reducing the introduction and further spread of COVID-19 by
decreasing the risk of importing cases from outside the country. The Order generally continues to
prohibit entry into Canada of foreign nationals arriving from countries other than the United States
unless they meet a specified list of exemptions. Even those who are exempted from the general
prohibition may not enter if they have COVID-19, or if they exhibit signs and symptoms of COVID-19.
This Order will be in effect until June 21, 2021.
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
The Order continues to prohibit entry into Canada of foreign nationals arriving from the United States
for an optional or discretionary purpose, with some limited exceptions. 
The Order also continues to prohibit foreign nationals from entering Canada from the United States if
they fail to meet the pre-arrival testing obligations under the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to
COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other Obligations), subject to some exceptions.
This Order will be in effect until June 21, 2021.
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Explosives Regulations, 2013 (Restricted Components)
The primary objective of the proposed amendments is to strengthen the security regime for restricted
components by imposing regulatory measures on calcium ammonium nitrate, hexamine, aluminum
powder and acetone to minimize illegitimate access to the chemicals. (More information on page 4).
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/reg3-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 29
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


FEDERAL Consultations


TDG Means of containment: Facilities Registration webinar
On May 28, 2021, Transport Canada announced that it will be conducting a webinar on the upcoming
proposed regulations that will introduce new fees for companies who are required to be registered under
the Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) Directorate's Means of Containment Facilities
Registration Program.
This program ensures that all Means of Containment used in transporting dangerous goods are
designed, manufactured, certified, repaired and maintained according to safety standards referenced in
the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations.
The webinar consultation takes place on June 15, 2021.
To register, email to: TC.TDGStakeholderInformation-InformationsintervenantsTMD.TC@tc.gc.ca


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. Reminder: The new OHSA will
come into force on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes to
the OHSA and WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Management resources


• Ergonomics in the workplace: identifying and controlling manual handling hazards
An overview on manual handling hazards and suggestions on how to address them; updated June
7, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ergonomics-in-workplace-identifying-controlling-manual-handling-hazards


• Ergonomics in the workplace: identifying and controlling MSI hazards
Discusses musculoskeletal injuries (MSIs), what they are, how to identify MSI hazards; and
suggested controls; updated June 7, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5de9c8a9-83a2-4d0b-b974-f74bef624cf3/resource/ac3fed69-f405-4f99-a389-d815faad29cd/download/lbr-ergonomics-in-workplace-identifying-controlling-msi-hazards-2021-06.pdf


• Ergonomics in the workplace: MSI prevention training
Ergonomics training requirements for MSI hazard control; updated June 7, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ergonomics-in-workplace-msi-prevention-training


• Employer’s toolkit for vaccination [June 2021]
Employers can use the guidance documents in this Toolkit to encourage their employees to get
vaccinated against COVID-19, protecting themselves, their fellow employees and the health of their
business; updated June 7, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/employers-toolkit-for-vaccination
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ALBERTA Management resources (continued)


• Positive stop or limiting devices and multiple-overhead crane lifts 
Explains the OHS Code requirement that an overhead crane operating on rails, tracks or trolleys be
equipped with a positive stop or limiting device, or that the stop or limiting device be attached to the
rails, tracks or trolleys; updated June 4, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/positive-stop-limiting-devices-and-multiple-overhead-crane-lifts


• Safety Codes Act 
The Act establishes a unifying framework for the administration of ten safety disciplines which each
have their own safety codes and standards; updated June 2, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/s01


• Workplace first aid approvals: OHS information for agencies seeking approval to delivery
workplace first aid training in Alberta
Application process and requirements for agencies interested in becoming approved workplace first
aid training providers in Alberta. Updated: June 1, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/workplace-first-aid-approvals


• Older workers: exploring and addressing the stereotypes 
Examines current knowledge on attitudes and beliefs about older workers and presents initiatives to
address these positive and negative stereotypes. Updated: June 1, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/older-workers-exploring-and-addressing-stereotypes


• Workplace injuries, diseases & fatalities in Alberta [2019] 
A set of infographics presenting information on workplace injuries, diseases and fatalities in Alberta
by industry sector. Data reflects 2019 statistics as accepted and reported by the Workers’
Compensation Board of Alberta and Alberta Labour and Immigration. Updated: May 27, 2021.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/workplace-injuries-diseases-fatalities-in-alberta-2019


• Amusement Rides Standards Regulation AR 223/2001 (June 2021)
The Amusement Rides Standard Regulation has been amended to identify the specific standards
enforced in Alberta. This resource reflects standards enforced as of June 1, 2021. Updated: May 27,
2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/notice-amusement-rides-standards-regulation


• Vehicles as work sites: OHS information for employers and workers
Reminder: A vehicle is a worksite when it is being used for work purposes such as driving to deliver a
parcel, driving between work locations, or driving off-road. For more information on when a vehicle is
considered a worksite, read Vehicles as work sites; updated May 5, 2021 at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ed20f819-a4b8-437c-ae07-5459f5e721b4/resource/379237a8-476a-4520-ad61-7921cf99f4d1/download/lbr-ohs-vehicles-work-sites-2021-05.pdf


See also Driving safety tips: OHS information for employers and workers; updated May 5, 2021 at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/4b50c946-a5d0-4d64-8ad2-67e40bfb188b/resource/bf0f4ef5-6f02-44e0-a3db-acaf2bfa6910/download/lbr-ohs-driving-safety-2021-05.pdf


• Commercial vehicle safety compliance in Alberta [2021]
Reminder: The Alberta government has prepared this manual to assist commercial truck and bus
companies and their employees to operate safely and in a manner which is compliant with legislation
relevant to the National Safety Code. The document was updated and posted on April 26, 2021.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c5d46860-b4ba-474e-a466-4185cf0010a4/resource/50f9ad9f-aa47-48d6-b391-f9f38d9f78bd/download/trans-commercial-vehicle-safety-compliance-in-alberta-2021-complete-document.pdf


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 6, the Accessible British Columbia Act. Third Reading: June 3, 2021. This Bill supports
the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to the full and equal participation in society of
persons with disabilities. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/first-reading/gov06-1


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably
believes that a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety
of persons, or to the environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a
relevant protection official.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect,
addresses issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill,
together with explanatory notes, at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


WorkSafeBC approves amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
On June 7, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the 2020 amendments to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. The approved amendments are as follows:
Part 6, Restricted intervals for pesticide application; Part 8, High visibility apparel; Part 8, Safety
headgear; and Part 16, Mobile equipment.
Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/board-of-directors-decisions/bod-2021-04-27-01-2020-amendments-ohsr?lang=en
These amendments will come into effect on September 1, 2021.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultation on proposed BC Exposure Limits (ELs) 
On June 8, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice that it is requesting stakeholder feedback on the
proposed Exposure Limits for 22 substances.
The Agency is proposing new or revised BC ELs for the following:
• Chlorine (8-hour Threshold Limit Value only)
• Ethyl isocyanate
• Phenyl isocyanate
• Hard metals, containing Cobalt and Tungsten carbide, as Co Tungsten and    
compounds in the absence of Cobalt, as W


WorkSafeBC is proposing to retain the existing BC ELs for the following substances:
• Atrazine
• Chlorine (15-minute short-term exposure limit only)
• Chlorine dioxide
• Chromium and inorganic compounds 
• Ethylene glycol
• Ethylidene norbornene
• Glycerin mist
• Hexylene glycol
• Phosphine
WorkSafeBC is proposing to update the existing B.C. ELs for the following substances:
• Chromite ore processing
• Lead chromate, as Cr(VI)
• Lead chromate, as Pb.
Feedback will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., Friday, August 13, 2020.
View the proposed B.C. ELs and provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-proposed-bc-exposure-limits-based-on-new-or-revised-2016-2017-2018-acgih-tlvs-selected-chemical-substances-aug-21


- 28 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, June 15, 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           







BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations (continued)


Consultation on proposed amendments to Part 3 of the Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation
On June 4, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division is requesting feedback on
proposed amendments to Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities, new section 3.12.1 — Reassignment
of refused work, of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation.
The consultation phase provides stakeholders an opportunity to share feedback before the proposed
amendments are taken to public hearing.
View the proposed regulatory amendment and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-part-3-of-ohsr-aug-13-21


Comment deadline: August 13, 2021.


WorkSafeBC Proposed policy amendments regarding Permanent Disability Evaluation
Schedule (PDES) Review
On May 3, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s PDES Review posted proposed changes to the Vision Disability section
of the PDES concerning photophobia. The changes include revising the ratings for photophobia and
adding criteria to the policy. These changes are proposed to ensure policy reflects the nature and
degree of the condition and best practices in the field of ophthalmology and ophthalmology assessment.
Comment deadline: August 6, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide feedback
can be found at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-permanent-disability-evaluation-schedule-review


Consultations on new and revised OH&S guidelines now closed
Reminder: On April 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the latest proposed updates, additions
and revisions to its OH&S guidelines. Revised OHS Regulation guidelines address: Part 14 Cranes
and Hoists; Part 15 Rigging; Part 17 Transportation of Workers; and Part 23 Oil and Gas. More
details were provided in the May 15 edition of HSERA. Comment by June 15, 2021 at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources 


• Working with anhydrous ammonia in industrial refrigeration systems
Reminder: Effective May 28, 2021, employers can use this site-assessment tool to assess risks and
controls in the employer’s facility, the employer’s exposure control plan, and the employer’s
emergency plan. Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/May/new-safety-resource-for-employers-working-with-anhydrous-ammonia-in-industrial-refrigeration-systems


• New safety resource for employers using toxic process gases in water and
wastewater treatment facilities
Reminder: Posted on May 28, 2021, this self-assessment tool provides a series of questions to assist
employers in identifying the risks and assessing their control plans. Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/May/new-safety-resource-for-employers-using-toxic-process-gases-in-water-wastewater-treatment-facilities


*
MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. This Bill
amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of the
Legislative Review Committee. Access Bill 18 at: 
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: the position of the chief prevention
officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by
the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious; and maximum fines for offences under the Act are
increased. Consequential amendments are made to the Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18
above).  Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills (continued)


• Bill 26, The Human Rights Code Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. Under this
Bill, the power to dismiss complaints is broadened and made available before an investigation takes
place. Access Bill 26 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b026e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons). Royal
Assent: May 20, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to temporarily
control traffic on behalf of a third party, such as a festival organizer or a film production company.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make a minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make changes to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and
Compensation Commission and provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK - Announcements


All New Brunswick employers must have a COVID-19 operational plan 
Reminder: On May 21, 2021, the province issued a Mandatory Order to ensure that workplaces have
documented their risk assessment and risk mitigation measures consistent with Public Health guidance and
the Occupational Health and Safety Act and regulations which require all employers to develop a written
COVID-19 operational plan. Access the Order at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11,
2021. This Private Member's Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or
face coverings to employees. Access Bill 8 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


• Bill 16, Concussion Strategy Act. First Reading: March 11, 2021. This Private Member's Bill
would require the Legislature to conduct a conference on concussion injuries with a view to
developing a strategy to prevent incidents. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b016.htm


• Bill 94, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: April 7, 2021. This Private
Member's Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b094.htm


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 282, Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Regulatory changes address stunt driving
and the protection of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and highway workers. Other
measures improve truck safety, encourage the use of ‘power-assisted bicycles’ and facilitate their
storage on transit vehicles and increase oversight of the towing sector. Access Bill 282 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-282
See also ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3534


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Among other things, a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain
premiums payable by employers for the 2021 calendar year. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 230, An Act to proclaim Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Royal
Assent: June 3, 2021. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b230rep_e.pdf


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-286


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 12, 2021. The Bill amends The
Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1, 2005, to be
equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. Access Bill 246
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246


ONTARIO Regulatory filings


Published on e-Laws: June 7, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021 
O. Reg. 420/21: Notices and Reports under Sections 51 to 53 of the OH&S Act  – Fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other incidents
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.420/21 under the Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). 
The Regulation: clarifies that “critically injured” means an injury of a serious nature that,


(a)  places life in jeopardy,
(b)  produces unconsciousness,
(c)  results in substantial loss of blood,
(d)  involves the fracture of a leg or arm but not a finger or toe,
(e)  involves the amputation of a leg, arm, hand or foot but not a finger or toe,
(f)  consists of burns to a major portion of the body, or
(g)  causes the loss of sight in an eye; (“gravement blessé”).


In addition the amendment prescribes information the employer must provide in a written report or
written notice if,


(a)  a worker is killed or critically injured from any cause at a workplace as described in subsection 51 (1) of the Act;
(b)  a worker is disabled from performing his or her usual work or requires medical attention because of an
accident, explosion, fire or incident of workplace violence at a workplace, but no person dies or is critically injured
because of that occurrence as described in subsection 52 (1) of the Act; or
(c)  the employer is advised by or on behalf of a worker that the worker has an occupational illness or that a claim
in respect of an occupational illness has been filed with the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board by or on behalf
of the worker as described in subsection 52 (2) of the Act.


The following incidents are prescribed as incidents where notice must be provided under subsection
53 (1) of the Act:


1.  Where Ontario Regulation 629/94 (Diving Operations) made under the Act applies; 
2.  Where Ontario Regulation 213/91 (Construction Projects) made under the Act applies;
3.  Where Regulation 854 (Mines and Mining Plants) made under the Act applies; and
4.  Where Regulation 861 of the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990 (X-ray Safety) made under the Act applies.
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ONTARIO Regulatory filings (continued)


O. Reg. 420/21: Notices and Reports under Sections 51 to 53 of the OH&S Act  – Fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other incidents (continued)


Section 53 notices: The information listed in subsection (2) is prescribed as information to be provided
in a written notice if,


(a)  an accident, premature or unexpected explosion, fire, flood or inrush of water, cave-in, subsidence or rockburst
occurs at a project site, mine or mining plant as described in subsection 53 (1) of the Act;
(b)  the failure of any equipment, machine, device, article or thing occurs at a project site, mine or mining plant as
described in subsection 53 (1) of the Act that could have posed a risk to worker life, health or safety; or
(c)  an incident prescribed under subsection (3) occurs.


Section 53.1 notices — additional notices
5. (1) A constructor or employer who submits a written report to a Director under subsection 51 (1) of the Act or gives
a written notice under section 52 or 53 of the Act shall also supplement the report or notice with a professional
engineer’s written opinion stating the cause of the occurrence [as per the conditions prescribed].


Records
The employer or constructor shall retain a copy of a written notice or report required under sections 51 to 53.1 of the
Act for at least three years after the date the notice or report is made.


Electronic form
A requirement under sections 51 to 53.1 of the Act to send a written report or to give written notice to a Director may
be satisfied by submitting a form on a website of the Government of Ontario.
Similarly, a requirement to send a written report or to give written notice to the committee, the health and safety
representative and the trade union, if any, may be satisfied by providing them with an electronic copy of the form.


Revocation
Regulation 834 (Critical Injury — Defined) made under the Act is revoked.
Commencement
This Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021 and the day it is filed.
Access the Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21420


Consequential amendments
Published on e-Laws: June 7, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021


O. Reg. 421/21: Amendments to Reg. 851 (Industrial Establishments) under the OHSA
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.421/21 amending the Industrial Establishments regulation
under the Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). Under the amendment Section 51 of the Regulation is
amended by adding the following subsection:


(1.1) Where a record is required to be kept under clause (1) (b), it shall be kept for,
(a) a period of at least one year; or 
(b) such longer period as is necessary to ensure that at least the two most recent records are kept.


The amendment comes into force on July 1, 2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21421


O. Reg. 428/21: Amendments to Reg. 629/94  (Diving Operations) under the OHSA
On June 7, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.428/21 amending the Diving Operations regulation under the
Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). Under the amendment, Subsection 64 (7) of the Regulation is
revoked and the following substituted:


(7) An employer shall attach to the daily record a copy of any report or notice relating to the day that was given under
sections 51 to 53.1 of the Act.


The amendment comes into force on July 1, 2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21425


O. Reg. 429/21: Amendments to O. Reg. 414/05 (Farming Operations) under the OHSA
Paragraph 1 of subsection 4 (2) of Ontario Regulation 414/05 is revoked and the following substituted:


1. Ontario Regulation 420/21 (Notices and Reports Under Sections 51 to 53.1 of the Act — Fatalities, Critical Injuries,
Occupational Illnesses and Other Incidents) made under the Act.


(2) Paragraph 3 of subsection 4 (2) of the Regulation is revoked and the following substituted:
3.  Ontario Regulation 381/15 (Noise) made under the Act.


In force: July 1, 2021. Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21426
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ONTARIO Regulatory filings (continued)


Consequential amendments
Published on e-Laws: June 7, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021


O. Reg. 422/21: Amendments to Reg. 854 (Mines and Mining Plants) under the OHSA
Section 21 of Regulation 854 of the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990 is revoked. The amendment
comes into force on July 1, 2021. Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21422


O. Reg. 424/21: Amendments to Reg. 859 (Window Cleaning) under the OHSA
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.424/21 amending the Window Cleaning regulation under the
Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). Under the amendment, Sections 5 and 6 of Regulation 859 of the
Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990 are revoked. The amendment comes into force on July 1, 2021.
Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21424


O. Reg. 423/21: Amendments to Reg. 855 (Oil and Gas Offshore) under the OHSA
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.424/21 amending the Oil and Gas Offshore regulation under
the Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). Under the amendment  Sections 7 to 10 of Regulation 855 of
the Revised Regulations of Ontario, 1990 are revoked. The amendment comes into force on July 1, 2021.
Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21423


O. Reg. 425/21: Amendments to Reg. 861  (X-Ray Safety) under the OHSA
On June 7, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.425/21 to supply a French-language version of the X-Ray
Safety regulation under the Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). The regulation takes effect on July 1,
2021. Access the French version of the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21425


O. Reg. 426/21: Amendments to O. Reg. 213/91 (Construction Projects) under the OHSA
The heading before section 8 and sections 8 to 12 of Ontario Regulation 213/91 are revoked.  
The amendment comes into force on July 1, 2021. Access the amendment at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21426


O. Reg. 427/21: Amendments to O. Reg. 67/93 (Health Care and Residential Facilities) 
1. Ontario Regulation 67/93 is amended by adding the following heading before section 4:


RETENTION OF REPORTS AND RECORDS
2. The heading before section 5 and sections 5 and 6 of the Regulation are revoked.
Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21427


ONTARIO Other regulatory filings 


Published on e-Laws: June 7, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021 
O. Reg. 440/21: Rules for Areas in Stage 1 under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to
COVID-19) Act, 2020,
On June 7, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.440/21 which outlines rules for the reopening of retail
establishments; shopping malls; schools; employers of essential workers; and governments etc. Access the
regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21440


O. Reg. 418/21: Passenger Transportation Vehicles under the Highway Traffic Act
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.418/21 under the Highway Traffic Act. Among other things, the
regulation deals with: driver qualifications; passenger seating; luggage and freight; emergency equipment;
and vehicles with trailer combinations. Access the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21418


O. Reg. 418/21: Passenger Transportation Vehicles under the Highway Traffic Act
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.418/21 under the Highway Traffic Act. Among other things, the
regulation deals with: driver qualifications; passenger seating; luggage and freight; emergency equipment;
and vehicles with trailer combinations. Access the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21418
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ONTARIO Other regulatory filings (continued)


Published on e-Laws: June 7, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021:
O. Reg. 414/21: Amendments to Reg. 587 (Equipment) under the Highway Traffic Act
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.414/21 amending the Equipment regulation under the
Highway Traffic Act. Under the amendment new rules are introduced regarding bus equipment. In particular,
among other things:


19. (1) Subject to subsection (3), no person shall operate a bus or cause or permit a bus to be operated, unless the bus
has, (a)  at least two doors or exits; or (b) at least three push-out windows on each side of the passenger compartment
of the vehicle, each of which, (i) has a minimum height of twenty inches and a minimum width of thirty inches, (ii) is
designed, constructed and maintained to open outwards when a reasonable amount of manual force is applied to the
inside of the window, and (iii) displays on or adjacent to the window adequate directions for its emergency use.


Access other provisions related to accessibility etc. at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21414


Amendments to Reg. 851 (Industrial Establishments) clarify when a pre-start health and safety
review is required
On June 3, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.421/21 amending the Industrial Establishments
regulation under the Occupational Health & Safety Act (OHSA). Under the amendment Subsections 7
(2) to (15) of the Regulation are revoked and, among other sections, the following substituted:


2. Subject to subsection (3), an owner, lessee or employer shall ensure that a pre-start health and safety review is
conducted if, in a factory, an applicable provision applies and a corresponding circumstance described in the Table will exist,
(a)  because a new apparatus, structure or protective element is to be constructed, added or installed or a new 
process is to be used; or (b) because an existing apparatus, structure, protective element or process is to be modified and one of
the following steps must be taken to obtain compliance with the applicable provision: (i)  New or modified engineering controls
are used. (ii) Other new or modified measures are used. (iii) A combination of new, existing or modified engineering controls and
other new or modified measures is used.


(3) A pre-start health and safety review is not required, (a)  at a logging operation; or (b) if an exemption set out in the Table
(see the full text of the regulation for details) applies.


(4) A pre-start health and safety review shall be conducted by,
(a) a professional engineer for item 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 of the Table; and (b) a professional engineer or a person who in the 
opinion of the owner, lessee or employer possesses special, expert or professional knowledge or qualifications appropriate to 
assess any potential or actual hazards [...}


(5) A report on the pre-start health and safety review shall,
(a) be made to the owner, lessee or employer in writing;
(b) be signed and dated by the person conducting the review;
(c) have a seal affixed to it in accordance with the requirements under the Professional Engineers Act, if the person 
conducting the review is a professional engineer; and
(d) include the following information [...]  (see the full text of the regulatory amendment for details)


(6) If a pre-start health and safety review is required, the owner, lessee or employer shall ensure that the apparatus,
structure, protective element or process is not operated or used, as the case may be, unless the review has been conducted and,
(a) all measures identified in the review as being required for compliance with the applicable provisions have been taken; or
(b) if some or all of the measures specified in clause (a) are not taken, the owner, lessee or employer has provided written notice
to the joint health and safety committee or the health and safety representative, if any, of what measures have been taken to
comply with the applicable provisions.


(7) If a pre-start health and safety review is required, the owner, lessee or employer shall provide a copy of the written
report made under subsection (5) to the joint health and safety committee or the health and safety representative, if any, before
the apparatus, structure, protective element or process is operated or used, as the case may be.


(8) The owner, lessee or employer shall keep the following documents readily accessible in the workplace for as long as
the apparatus, structure or protective element remains in the workplace or the process is used in the workplace [...]: 
1. A copy of a written report made under subsection (5), together with supporting documentation, if any. 
2. A copy of the documentation that establishes an exemption set out in the Table.


(9) If an exemption set out in the Table applies, the owner, lessee or employer shall provide a copy of the documentation
described in paragraph 2 of subsection (8) to the joint health and safety committee or [..] representative, if any, upon request.


3. The Table to section 7 of the Regulation is revoked and a new table substituted.


In force: July 1, 2021.  Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434
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ONTARIO Consultations


Electronic Logging Devices (ELD) for Intra-provincial Carriers
On May 28, 2021, Ontario’s Ministry of Transport (MTO) launched consultations on the mandated
introduction of Electronic Logging Devices (ELD) for Intra-provincial Carriers.
An Electronic Logging Device (ELD) is computer-based software that monitors the activities of a
commercial driver to ensure compliance with Hours of Service legislation. 
Transport Canada (TC) amended the Federal HoS Regulations to mandate the use of ELDs for all
federally regulated commercial truck and bus operators. This new requirement was scheduled to come
into force on June 12, 2021 with an education and awareness period without penalty until June 12,
2022 and will replace paper-based daily logbooks.
Transport Canada's new requirements will apply to Ontario carriers who travel outside of Ontario. If
approved, Ontario is proposing similar changes for carriers that operate in Ontario only (intra-provincial
carriers). Comment deadline: July 12, 2021. Access Proposed Amendments for Regulation 555/06 at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37547&attachmentId=49156
Access Regulatory Impact Analysis Summary at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37547&attachmentId=49157


ONTARIO Management resources


• Ontario launches new online carrier record: The Ministry of Transportation has developed a
new product for commercial vehicle clients called the Online Carrier Record. This new portal provides
clients with instant access to all of their safety records in real-time. Users will be able to filter and sort
using a variety of functions and view these records online or download them as a PDF or Excel file to
help manage their safety performance: https://www.carrierrecords.mto.gov.on.ca/welcome/en


• Ontario launches survey on commercial motor vehicle alcohol and drug policies: The
Traffic Injury Research Foundation (TIRF), an independent road-safety research institute, is
conducting a study to gather information on existing drug and alcohol screening policies in the trucking
and transit sectors and to determine the prevalence of drug and alcohol use among drivers. Results
from this survey will inform a larger, ongoing MTO research project intended to address concerns of
key stakeholders and to ensure Ontario’s transportation safety policies are as effective as possible.
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/6286974/Alcohol-Drug-Survey-for-Companies?sguid=


ONTARIO Compliance alert


AODA compliance update
Reminder: As detailed previously in HSERA, all business or non-profit organizations with 20 or
more employees are required to file their annual Accessibility Compliance Report by June 30,
2021. Further details are posted at:
https://www.stikeman.com/en-ca/kh/canadian-employment-labour-pension-law/aoda-upcoming-compliance-deadlines


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: May 13, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases;
• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment


injury, and expand measures to favour workers’ reinstatement;
• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal; and
•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


- 35 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, June 15, 2021  







QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. if
adopted, will make sweeping changes to the Charter of the French language (Charter) and several
other laws including those relating to: communications and contracts of employment; knowledge of a
language other than French; preventing and putting an end to harassment; the complaints process; a
“Francization” program and certificate for enterprises employing 25 employees and more; and
application to federal employees. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts “Reform Of Bill 101: Notice To Employers” by Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers
Comment on this Bill via the National Assembly's website at:
https://assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/commentaire.html?type=ProjetLoi&id=20417&url=travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


May 5, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft Health and Safety in Forest Development Work Amendment Regulation – First-
aid Minimum Standards  
Reminder: The amendment would, among other things, add a division pertaining to forest first aid and
the evacuation and lodging of more than 50 workers. In addition, two new schedules related to the
new provisions are added. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105021.pdf


Safety Code for the construction industry - Amendment re: asbestos dust 
Reminder: The draft Regulation provides for the use of a wetting agent for the removal of friable
material containing asbestos; for an exhaust ventilation system equipped with a high-efficiency filter
that provides at least 4 changes of air per hour; and for cleaning requirements applicable to
equipment, tools, protective clothing and other individual protective equipment. It also specifies the
conditions applicable to the use of a glove bag. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105022.pdf


Safety Code for the construction industry - amendment re: OH&S in mines
Reminder: The amendment is intended to consolidate the general requirements for personnel hoisting
apparatus and material hoisting apparatus and to clarify and update the general rules for the use of
personnel hoisting apparatus. In addition, specific rules for the use of personnel hoisting apparatus are
added as well as mandatory training for operators of mobile personnel platform lifts. Access the
Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105020.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. Passed Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill aims to better align construction
codes with accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in
Saskatchewan. The CCA also modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building
officials and the construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform
Building and Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 17, An Act to amend The Traffic Safety Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf
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SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices


May 14, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette
The Safety Fitness Amendment Regulations, 2021
Among other things, in addition to the requirements set out in subsection 100(1) of the Traffic Safety
Act, an applicant that intends to obtain (and pay a fee for) a safety fitness certificate shall satisfy the
administrator that it has successfully completed the Carrier Knowledge Test established by the
administrator.
The amendments also substantially increase fines and penalties related to contraventions of
Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service Regulations (Canada) SOR/2005-313. In particular:


Subsection 10(3) is repealed and the following substituted:
“(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), if the carrier is transporting passengers for hire, the carrier or driver, or the carrier and
driver, shall pay double the dollar amount for each safety violation assessed against the carrier or driver that would
otherwise be payable for each safety violation”.


Access the Notice by downloading Gazette pdf at: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112882


May 14, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette
The Commercial Vehicle and Drivers (Record-Keeping) Amendment Regulations, 2021.
Among other things, the amendment states that each year, every driver who operates a carrier’s Class
PB vehicle shall provide that carrier with a criminal record check that is completed by an agency
approved by the administrator. Access the Notice by downloading Gazette pdf at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112882


*


Chemical compliance
Consultations


New guidance for the notification and testing of new chemicals and polymers 
Reminder: On April 14, 2021, the federal government posted a new Guidance Document for
consultation. The document provides assistance for complying with regulatory requirements, including
step-by-step instructions for the completion of a New Substances Notification. Comment deadline:
June 30, 2021. Access draft guidance document and details of participation at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/guidance-documents/guidelines-notification-testing.html


Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Draft federal environmental quality guidelines for certain substances 
The government gives notice that draft federal environmental quality guidelines (FEQGs) are available
for the following substances:
• Aluminium
• Selenium
• Siloxane-D4.
The Guidelines are available on the Canada.ca (Chemical Substances) website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/latest-news.html


Ministerial Condition No. 20679 
Substance: 1,3-propanediol, 2-ethyl-2-(hydroxymethyl)-, polymer with oxirane, 4-
(dimethylamino)benzoate, Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number 2067275-86-7.
Whereas the ministers suspect that the substance is toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the
meaning of section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the Act), they permit the
manufacture or import of the substance only in compliance with the conditions of the annex outlined in
the notice.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-12/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Ministerial Condition No. 20656
Substance 1,2-ethanediamine, N-(2-aminoethyl)-, reaction products with glycidyl p-tolyl ether, Chemical
Abstracts Service Registry Number 68411-70-1.
Whereas the ministers suspect that the substance is toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the
meaning of section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the Act), they permit the
manufacture or import of the substance only subject to the conditions prescribed in the Gazette Notice
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


- end -
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]]Environmental regulation & compliance  
FEDERAL INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
On November 22, 2021, the House of Commons opened for the 44th Parliament. After a two-month hiatus, the
re-elected Liberal government is now promising to go “further, faster” on the climate file, emphasizing promises
like capping oil-and-gas sector emissions, accelerating the push towards net-zero emissions and investments in
public transit. The House will remain in session until December 17. As of December 1, no new environment or
climate-related government Bills had been tabled.


GOVERNMENT NOTICES
November 27, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality for Indicators of Fecal Contamination
The guidelines outline values for specific parameters used to monitor water quality hazards and
recommend science-based monitoring and risk management strategies. Recreational waters are
considered to be any natural fresh, marine or estuarine bodies of water that are used for recreational
purposes. 
• The guideline value using culture-based methods for E. coli in fresh water is ≤ 235 E. coli cfu/100 mL.
• The guideline value using culture-based methods for enterococci in both marine and fresh water is 


≤ 70 enterococci cfu/100 mL.
• The guideline value using PCR-based methods for enterococci in both marine and fresh water is 


< 1,000 enterococci cce/100 mL.
The proposed technical document for these guidelines is available for public comment from November
26, 2021 to January 25, 2022 at:  
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/consultations.html#water
Submit comments to: water-eau@hc-sc.gc.ca. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Canadian Environmental Protection Act Registry:
Amendments to the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations delayed
Environment and Climate Change Canada recently posted notice that the target date for publication of
proposed regulatory amendments to the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations, 2012 in
the Canada Gazette, Part I, has been put back to “winter” (i.e. December 2021-March 2022). For
background, access the Consultation Document on Proposed Amendments to the Prohibition of Certain
Toxic Substances Regulations, 2012 for PFOS, PFOA, LC-PFCAs, HBCD, PBDEs, DP and DBDPE
(December 2018) at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/proposed-amendments-certain-toxic-substances-2018-consultation.html
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FEDERAL


REPORTS


2021 Reports of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development 
The latest reports from Canada’s Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development,
Jerry V. DeMarco, were released on November 25, 2021. 
Report 3—Scientific Activities in Selected Water Basins– found that the government took a
coordinated and risk-based approach to reduce the impact of excess nutrients on ecosystems in Lake
Erie, Lake Winnipeg, and the Wolastoq—Saint John River. The audit focused on these 3 water basins in
part because they cross international or interprovincial borders, and because each has a significant or
emerging harmful and nuisance algal blooms.
Access Report 3 at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_03_e_43911.html
Report 4—Emissions Reduction Fund—Natural Resources Canada– concludes: 
“Natural Resources Canada did not design the Onshore Program of the Emissions Reduction Fund to
ensure credible and sustainable reductions of greenhouse gas emissions in the oil and gas sector. The
audit found that the department overestimated the reductions expected by the program”.
Access Report 4 at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_04_e_43912.html
Report 5—Emissions Reduction Fund—Natural Resources Canada– documents that: 
“3 decades of federal government commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Canada have
yielded an increase of more than 20% in emissions since 1990 […]
“Canada was once a leader in the fight against climate change. However, after a series of missed
opportunities, it has become the worst performer of all G-7 nations since the landmark Paris Agreement
on climate change was adopted in 2015”, said Mr. DeMarco. 
Access Report 5 at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_05_e_43898.html
Report 6– Departmental Progress in Implementing Sustainable Development Strategies– found
that: “reporting on actions to achieve the federal goals was poor. For the majority of these actions,
federal departments and agencies did not follow guidance on reporting and important information was
missing. Consequently, they did not report results for almost half their actions”.  
Access Report 6 at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_06_e_43914.html
Report 7–Environmental Petitions Annual Report– highlights recent actions taken by the government
on issues raised in two previous petitions: one on aquaculture on the West coast and one on a
proposed recreational trail in Alberta’s Jasper National Park. 
Access Report 7 at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_07_e_43915.html
Reports 1 and 2 of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development on
Implementing the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and Natural Health products -
released in April 2021 - can be accessed at:
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202104_e_43798.html
Access Ministers Steven Guilbeault and Jonathan Wilkinson’s joint statement on five reports
tabled by the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/11/ministers-steven-guilbeault-and-jonathan-wilkinsons-joint-statement-on-five-reports-tabled-by-the-commissioner-of-the-environment-and-sustainable-d.html


ANNOUNCEMENTS


2021-11-22:Canada takes action to protect important Western Chorus Frog habitat in Longueuil, Quebec:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/11/canada-takes-action-to-protect-important-western-chorus-frog-habitat-in-longueuil-quebec.html


2021-11-18: Ontario-based business pays $300K to the Environmental Damages Fund as part of
an alternative measures agreement related to a hydrocarbon spill:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/11/ontario-based-business-pays-300k-to-the-environmental-damages-fund-as-part-of-an-alternative-measures-agreement-related-to-a-hydrocarbon-spill.html


2021-11-18: Emissions Reduction Fund Onshore Program Making Major Strides in Cutting
Methane Emissions:
Https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/11/emissions-reduction-fund-onshore-program-making-major-strides-in-cutting-methane-emissions.html


Backgrounder: https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/11/backgrounder-emissions-reduction-fund-onshore-program.html


- 2 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, December 1, 2021







FEDERAL


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


Environment and Climate Regulation Comparative Guide 
Source/courtesy: Paula Lombardi; Siskinds LLP.
Access at: https://www.mondaq.com/canada/environment/1131010/environment-and-climate-regulation-comparative-guide?email_access=on


CURRENT CONSULTATIONS


• The Canadian Securities Administrators consulting on a proposed national instrument “51-107 –
Disclosure of Climate Related Matters” On October 22, 2021, Canadian Securities Administrators (CSA)
released their proposed National Instrument 51-107 Disclosure of Climate Related Matters. If adopted, the
Instrument would require firms offering public investments to disclose greenhouse gas emissions (or explain non-
disclosure), as well as governance, strategy, risk management practices, and metrics pertaining to climate-related
risks and opportunities. Comment deadline: January 17, 2022. Access the document at:
https://www.osc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-10/csa_20211018_51-107_disclosure-update.pdf  Access more at: 
https://www.securities-administrators.ca/news/canadian-securities-regulators-seek-comment-onclimate-related-disclosure-requirements/.


• Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the government launched an
initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along with the release of a
discussion paper. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator; consultations end on December 31, 2023. The
Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the
CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. Access the plan at: https://www.cer-
rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


• Species at Risk consultations - November 2021
2021-11-25 Action Plan and Recovery Strategy for the Eastern Waterfan (Peltigera hydrothyria) in Canada 
2021-11-25 Management Plan for the Baird’s Sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-25 Management Plan for the Buffalograss (Bouteloua dactyloides) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-25 Recovery Strategy for the Okanagan Efferia (Efferia okanagana) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-22 Western Chorus Frog Great Lakes, St. Lawrence -(Longueuil): Emergency Order Summary
2021-11-17 Management Plan for the Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subruficollis) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-17 Management Plan for the Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-17 Recovery Strategy for the Barn Owl (Tyto alba), Western Population, in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-17 Recovery Strategy for the Olive Clubtail (Stylurus olivaceus) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-11-04 Management Plan for the Peacock Vinyl Lichen (Leptogium polycarpum) in Canada [Final]
2021-11-04 Management Plan for the Wandering Salamander (Aneides vagrans) in Canada [Final]
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - November 2021
2021-11-25 Tent Mountain Mine Redevelopment Project — Public Comments Invited on the Summary of the Initial
Project Description
2021-11-17 Draft updated cooperation agreement between Canada and Ontario with respect to assessments —
Policy Dialogue -  Program funding available
2021-11-16 Beaver Dam Mine Project — Public Comments Invited
2021-11-10 GCT Deltaport Expansion – Berth Four Project - Public Comment Period & Virtual Information Sessions
2021-11-10 Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway Project — Participant Funding Available
2021-11-10 Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway Project - Public Comments Invited
2021-11-03 GCT Deltaport Expansion – Berth Four Project – Referral to a Review Panel - News releases
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


*
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ALBERTA INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE


The Legislative Assembly reconvened on October 25, 2021. Environment and climate change Bills are as follows:


• Bill 82, Mineral Resource Development Act. Passed Third Reading: November 25, 2021. Among
other things, the Bill aims to control pollution and to ensure the protection of the environment and
public safety in the development of mineral resources in Alberta and “to provide for the responsible
management of wells, facilities, well sites, facility sites, mines, mine sites, external mine discard
dumps and processing plants throughout their life cycles”. Access full text of Bill 82 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-082.pdf
• Bill 83, Environmental Protection and Enhancement Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Third


Reading: November 25, 2021. The Bill sets the foundation for Alberta’s government to implement an
extended producer responsibility (EPR) framework in 2022. An EPR framework would create provincial
systems for managing single-use plastics, packaging, paper products and hazardous and special
products like household pesticides and solvents. This would shift the physical and financial role of
collecting, sorting, processing and recycling waste to the industries that produce products instead of
local governments and taxpayers. Access Bill 83 at: 
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11943&from=bills
• Bill 86, Electricity Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Second Reading: November 24, 2021.


The legislative amendments proposed under the act allow the integration of energy storage into
Alberta’s interconnected electricity system in both the competitive electricity market and the
transmission and distribution system. Access at:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11946&from=billshttps://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11946&from=bills 


• Bill 79, Trails Act. Second Reading: November 24, 2021. Access Bill 79 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-079.pdf


• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Passed
Second Reading: November 17, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities recoup
unpaid oil and gas property taxes, which, according to Rural Municipalities Alberta, now total $245
million. Access Bill 77 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-077.pdf.  


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Energy Regulator Rules of Practice amendment regulation
Among other things, Section 5.2(2)(b) is amended (a) by striking out “Alberta Government Enhanced
Approval Process (EAP) Manual” and substituting “Alberta Energy Regulator Expedited Decisions
Manual”. Access details at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
New Occupational Health and Safety Code - Alberta Regulation 191/2021
This comprehensive new OH&S Code is described on page 21 of this issue of EHS RA. The Code is
printed in full, beginning on page 564 of the November 15, 2021 edition of the Alberta Gazette at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


ENFORCEMENT


Enforcement actions [quarterly reports]
Listing of enforcement actions under Alberta Environment and Parks current legislation. Updated on
November 16, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1766023
Environmental Protection Order no. EPO-EPEA-34919
Environmental protection order issued to Allied Paving Co. Ltd. on November 24, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-protection-order-no-epo-epea-34919
Compliance Order no. CO-EMCRA-37379
Compliance Order issued to Caledonian Midstream Corporation on November 19, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/4c2c3ba1-a97b-4064-9498-ba4213d1be6d/resource/3329b38f-729e-4fd1-9c6f-4a96643ea479/download/co-emcra-37379.pdf
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ALBERTA


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Coal policy report deadline extended to December 31, 2021
Reminder: On November 10, 2021, Minister of Energy, Sonya Savage, and chair of the Coal Policy
Committee, Ron Wallace, gave notice that the deadline for the committee’s engagement and final
reports has been extended to December 31, 2021.
Access release at: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=803416D5265CD-F6DC-96E1-EAF3436F615AAEBE


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


• What we heard: Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for single-use plastics,
packaging, paper products, and hazardous and special products. Alberta’s government is
working on bringing extended producer responsibility (EPR) to the province. An EPR framework would
create provincial systems for managing single-use plastics, packaging, paper products and hazardous
and special products like household pesticides and solvents. This What We Heard document
summarizes the key findings received to date to inform EPR in Alberta, and serves as an update to
stakeholders and Albertans on the progress to date towards EPR. Updated on November 15, 2021.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8cad048f-0b62-4c2c-8c1b-545b5c4917ce/resource/71089246-bab0-42a3-9ba2-fa697e470566/download/aep-what-we-heard-extended-producer-responsibility-2021-11.pdf 


• Guidelines for licensing water diversion projects pursuant to the Water Act [2021].
Updated on November 23, 2021, this document provides guidelines for filling out applications for a
license to divert and use groundwater or to conduct an activity that could have a potential impact on
groundwater. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/guidelines-for-licensing-water-diversion-projects


• Wildlife Regulation. Updated on November 16, 2021, the regulation supports the Wildlife Act in
managing Alberta’s wildlife. It addresses: hunting, trapping, collection, and possession of wildlife, and
adds protections for endangered animals; sale, import and export of wildlife, controlled animals (non-
native animals that are regulated), and endangered species. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=1997_143.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779826391&display=html


• Quantification protocol for vent gas reduction: technology innovation and emissions
reduction (TIER) regulation. Updated on November 3, 2021, this quantification protocol provides
a methodology to quantify the greenhouse gas emission reductions from capturing vented methane.
Since methane has a much higher global warming potential than carbon dioxide this protocol has the
potential to enable project developers to achieve significant reductions and generate emission offsets.
Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/52603a87-55b8-4d79-a983-319cf09d666c/resource/ab795d41-d75f-4f26-8660-33330fe761a4/download/aep-quantification-protocol-for-vent-gas-reduction-version-1.0.pdf


• Responsible Energy Development Act General Regulation. Updated on November 10, 2021,
the regulation outlines the rules, provisions and stipulations for the handling of applications by the
Alberta Energy Regulator. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2013_090.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779827060&display=html


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 23, Forests Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 25, 2021. Among
other things, the legislation amends information related to forest roads and permits and provides
definitions for “forest landscape area” and “forest operations plan”. The Bill, with explanatory notes, is
available at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 24, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 25,
2021. Among other things, the legislation adds a definition of "single-use product"; and clarifies that a
material, substance or object can still be "packaging" even if it is sold or distributed separately from the
commodity or product that it will protect, contain or transport. Section 22 (2) is amended to prohibit or
restrict the use, distribution, offer for sale or sale of packaging, product containers or single-use
products or any material used in packaging, product containers or single-use products. Access at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


Related policy: Access the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access the CleanBC Plastics Action Plan at: https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics/
Access related BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


• Bill 21, the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2021. Royal Assent: November
25, 2021. Among other things, amendments to the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) will provide the
Oil and Gas Commission with enabling powers to exempt oil and gas development permit holders from
requirements of the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation (DSR) and to impose conditions on the
exemptions. The DSR requires permit holders to clean up oil and gas well sites within prescribed time
periods. In addition, an amendment to the Safety Standards Act will enable the development of
regulations for the safety oversight of trampoline parks and other similar amusement devices. 
Access Bill 21 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 17, Protected Areas of British Columbia Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
November 25, 2021. The Bill revises the description, names and boundaries of a number of provincial
parks. Most provisions take effect on December 15, 2021. Summary information is in the news release
at https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0054-001907. Access Bill 17 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


*
MANITOBA INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE


On November 23, 2021, Manitoba opened the fourth session of the 42nd legislature with a speech from the
throne in which Premier Heather Stefanson unveiled a new “Path to Progressing Together” agenda. Priorities
include: creating a greener Manitoba with an energy policy framework to explore innovative technologies that will
reduce emissions and stimulate the economy and modernizing and expanding the City of Winnipeg’s waste-
water treatment system. The session is scheduled to rise on December 2, 2021.
Read the speech from the throne at: www.manitoba.ca/thronespeech.
Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Clean Environment Commission (CEC) to conduct a public hearing and review of an
Environment Act proposal for a silica sand extraction project 
On November 17, 2021, the BC government announced that the Clean Environment Commission
(CEC) will conduct a public hearing and review of an Environment Act proposal submitted by CanWhite
Sands Corp. for a silica sand extraction project in the Rural Municipality of Springfield. 
The proposal is posted on the public registry, along with comments received from an inter-
departmental technical advisory committee and from the public during the comment period of the
environmental assessment licensing process. These documents can be found at
www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries/6119/index.html.
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MANITOBA


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Province introduces multi-year permitting for mineral exploration projects
On November 26, 2021, the government announced that it is introducing multi-year permitting for
mineral exploration projects. For more information, including the Manitoba Liaison Committee on
Mining and Exploration’s Report of Recommendations, visit www.gov.mb.ca/iem/.


Province Advancing Application for Phase Two of the North End Water Pollution
Control Centre and the Winnipeg Transit Master Plan
On November 24, 2021, the government announced that it is advancing an application for phase two
of the North End Water Pollution Control Centre (NEWPCC) and the Winnipeg Transit Master Plan to
the Government of Canada as part of the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program (ICIP). Access
release at: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52768&posted=2021-11-24


Manitoba and Saskatchewan renew MOU on water management
On November 24, 2021, the governments of Manitoba and Saskatchewan renewed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU) respecting water management between the two provinces. The renewed
MOU will be in effect for five years, expiring in 2026. For more information on the MOU, visit
www.manitoba.ca/water/watershed/transboundary/index.html.


*
NEW BRUNSWICK INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
The Second Session of the Sixtieth Legislature formally opened on November 2, 2021. 


• Bill 70, An Act to Amend the Beverage Containers Act. Second Reading: November 4,
2021. Among other things, the Bill clarifies the definitions of “retailer” and of “distributor” in section 1 of
the Act. No later than February 21, 2022, a distributor shall submit to the Minister a plan for the
recycling or refilling of a beverage container for each type of beverage container used for beverages
for which it will act as a distributor as of April 1, 2022. Access Bill 70 at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-70-e.htm


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Carbon tax supports key environmental projects in province
More than $34 million has been allocated to dozens of climate-related projects in New Brunswick this year
and the provincial government intends to invest about $2 million before the end of the fiscal year. Examples
of the projects include:
• $3 million to support NB Power’s Low Income Energy Efficiency program;
• $1.64 million to support climate change adaptation measures for the Fundy Quay Development;
• $250,000 for the First Nations Energy Efficiency Program;
• $1.5 million for a partnership with Opportunities NB and the New Brunswick Innovation Foundation to    
support innovation in clean technology; and


• $10 million to support small modular reactor research and development.
A complete list of projects is available at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-Climatiques/ccf-approved-projects.pdf


REPORTS


Report on municipal drinking water quality released
Reminder: On October 27, 2021, the provincial government posted a report summarizing historical data on
drinking water quality. The report fulfils a commitment in A Water Strategy for New Brunswick 2018-2028.
Access the report at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Water-Eau/drinking-water-in-my-community.pdf
Access the strategy at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/water/content/water_strategy.html


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on Monday, October 18, 2021.


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 12, 2021,The Ontario Gazette: 
Water use charges regulations under the Water Resources Act
The amendment waives water use fees for designated industries, including: aquaculture; water
bottling; and mineral explorations. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20211112.pdf


*
NOVA SCOTIA INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
The first session of the 64th general assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature opened on October 12, 2021. 


• Bill 57, the Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act. Royal Assent:
November 5, 2021. This government Bill sets 28 new goals, including:


- phasing out coal-fired electricity generation by 2030;
- 80 per cent of Nova Scotia’s energy to be supplied by renewable energy by 2030;
- 30 per cent of vehicle sales by 2030 to be zero-emission vehicles;
- at least 20 per cent of total land and water mass to be conserved;
- the environmental assessment process to be modernized to include consideration 
of cumulative impacts; Netukulimk (the traditional Mi’kmaq concept of connection 
and balance between the natural and human worlds); and


- limiting annual solid waste disposal rates to 300 kilograms per person by 2030.
Access Act at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1/bill-57


• Bill 24, Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act (amended). Royal Assent: November 5, 2021.
This government Bill changes the number of members of the Nova Scotia Aquaculture Review Board.
Access Bill 24 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b024.htm 


• Bill 25, Extended Producer Responsibility and Paper and Packaging Act. First Reading:
October 19, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill directs the Government to develop and implement an
extended producer responsibility program that shifts the responsibility for end-of-life management of
products in the Province from municipalities to producers. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b025.htm


• Bill 28, Sustainable Forest Practices Accountability Act. First Reading: October 19, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill commits the Minister to report annually on the progress made towards
implementing the recommendations contained in Professor William Lahey’s Independent Review of
Forest Practices in Nova Scotia report. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b028.htm


Track progress of Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1


CONSULTATIONS


Proposed Coastal Protection Act regulations
Reminder: Nova Scotia is currently consulting on proposed Coastal Protection Act Regulations. The
proposed rules set out the coastal protection zone and what requirements must be met to build within
the zone. Access an overview at:
https://novascotia.ca/coast/docs/part-1-Overview-of-proposed-Coastal-Protection-Act-Regulations.pdf


*
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ONTARIO INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021. 


• Bill 32, Carbon Budget Accountability Act, 2021. Second Reading: November 1, 2021. Lost on
division. Access Bill 32 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b032_e.pdf


• Bill 13, Red Tape Reduction Bill, the Supporting People and Business Act. Ordered for Third
Reading: November 29, 2021 and referred to Committee. It is claimed that Parts of the omnibus bill -
which would affect about 15 provincial ministries and 32 existing Acts - remove or weaken laws that
exist to protect the environment. Among other things, Bill 13 amendments would give the government
greater control over the type of environmental assessment a project requires. In addition, some critics
suggest that the government’s proposal to allow tire producers to conduct internal audits, instead of
third-party ones, of how many tires they supply in Ontario might encourage under-reporting and
therefore serve to undermine Ontario’s Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act. Access Bill 13
at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b013_e.pdf


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 27, 2021,The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 751/21: Refillable Containers for Carbonated Soft Drink - minor amendment
The definition of “carbonated soft drink” in section 1 of Regulation 357 (Waste Management)  is
subject to a minor revision: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21751


November 6, 2021,The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 729/21: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standards
The regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021 under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, support a transition from the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions
performance standards (EPS) program, which applies the new obligations and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions performance standards for Ontario industry beginning on January 1, 2022.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21729
Access related ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


GHG Emissions Performance Standards: Quantification and Verification
Regulatory amendments under the province’s Environmental Protection Act, set out duties to
calculate, quantify, verify and report greenhouse gas emissions from facilities covered under the
province’s EPS (see O.Reg.729 above). The regulation, now in force, can be accessed at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21730


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


New Excess Soil Registry launching on December 1
Ontario’s Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority’s (RPRA’s) Excess Soil Registry will launch on
December 1, giving registry users a full month to use the system before obligations in the On-Site and
Excess Soil Management Regulation Reg. 406/19 to file notices take effect on January 1, 2022.
For more information, access the registry at: rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/


Hazardous and Special Products producer registration is now open
Learn more about registration and reporting at:
https://rpra.ca/2021/10/hazardous-and-special-products-producer-registration-is-now-open/  
Access more information on 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf
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ONTARIO


ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY OF ONTARIO (ERO) NOTICES
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Moving to a project list approach under the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO # 019-4219; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Nov. 26, 2021; Comment deadline: Jan. 25, 2022
The Environmental Assessment Act (EAA or the Act) was amended through the COVID-19 Economic
Recovery Act, 2020 on July 21, 2020. The amendments enabled, among other things, the move to a
project list approach. These amendments, once proclaimed, will provide the authority to designate
projects or classes of projects and proponents as subject to comprehensive environmental
assessment (under Part II.3) or streamlined environmental assessment (under Part II.4) of the Act
through regulations. 
The current proposal relates to the designation of projects that will be subject to the new
comprehensive EA (Part II.3 of the Act). The ministry will be developing regulations and other actions
related to the new streamlined EA (Part II.4 of the Act) and will be consulting on these in the future.
Under the proposal, most project types that currently require a comprehensive EA will continue to need
one. A comprehensive EA will be required for projects such as: new highways of 75 km or more; new
railway lines (passenger or freight) of 50 km or more; certain waterfront projects in the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River System; landfills; hazardous or liquid industrial waste facilities; and electricity projects.
For transit projects, the government is proposing to generally maintain the types of projects set out in
O. Reg. 231/08 (Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings). However, a few changes are proposed
to allow some projects to instead follow a streamlined process. 
Until a project list is in place to designate the projects that would be subject to the streamlined
environmental assessment (EA) requirements under Part II.4 of the Environmental Assessment Act
(EAA), projects which are subject to a class EA will continue to be required to comply with the class
EA. For further clarification, access the ERO Notice and related files at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4219


• Proposed amendments to the producer responsibility regulations for tires, batteries
and electrical and electronic equipment
ERO # 019-4656; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Nov. 26, 2021; Comment deadline: Jan. 10, 2022
The government is proposing to amend three producer responsibility regulations addressing
administrative requirements for the tire, battery and electrical and electronic equipment industries
under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016. Specifics of the changes are outlined
in the following documents:
- Regulation (Batteries) - Consultation Draft: 


https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/Regulation%20%28Batteries%29_Consultation%20Draft.pdf
- Regulation (Electrical and Electronic Equipment) - Consultation Draft: 


https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/Regulation%20%28Electrical%20and%20Electronic%20Equipment%29_Consultation%20Draft.pdf


- Regulation (Tyres) - Consultation Draft: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/Regulation%20%28Tires%29_Consultation%20Draft.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4656


• Plans to address sulphur dioxide emissions from petroleum facilities
ERO # 019-3443; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 9, 2021; Comment deadline:Dec. 24, 2021
The government is proposing a regulation to reduce sulphur dioxide air emissions from petroleum
facilities in southern Ontario. This proposed regulation would:


• over a defined time period, reduce SO2 emissions by approximately 90%;
• require implementation of certain management practices;
• maintain requirements for flaring events;
• require an immediate emissions reduction of up to 30% from heavy emitters; and,
• authorize the use of additional environmental penalties.


For more details, access SO2 Regulation Overview - Plain Language at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/SO2%20Regulation%20Overview%20-%20Plain%20Language%20Nov%209%202021.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3443
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ONTARIO


ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY OF ONTARIO (ERO) NOTICES (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Supporting Residential Roof-Top Solar and other renewable resources by clarifying
eligibility of third-party leasing and financing net metering arrangements
# 019-4554; proposal posted by the Ministry of Energy on November 1, 2021; Comment deadline:December 16, 2021
The Ministry of Energy is proposing to amend the net metering regulation to clarify criteria for a customer to
qualify as an eligible generator when they are leasing or financing the generation equipment used by the
customer for net metering.
Net metering is a billing arrangement whereby a customer generates electricity from a renewable source of
energy for their own use while still drawing electricity from the grid when needed. The customer is billed
only for the amount of electricity they consume and receives a credit on their bill for any electricity they
generate and send to the grid. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4554


• Amendments to exempt low risk sewage works from requiring an ECA approval
# 019-4456; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 25, 2021; Comment deadline:Dec. 9, 2021
The province is proposing regulatory changes under the Ontario Water Resources Act to exempt certain
low risk sewage works from requiring an Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA). The proposed
changes would remove the requirement to obtain an ECA for: low impact development works located on
single private residences; foundation drainage works; ultraviolet treatment to control zebra and quagga
mussels in water pipes; and construction site dewatering. Access ERO notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• A proposal to review requirements for low-impact mining projects
# 019-4445; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. Comment
deadline:December 6, 2021. 
The government is proposing to update aspects of the regulatory framework for mineral development in
Ontario for activities that have been identified as having a lower potential for environmental impact. Access
the ERO Notice and supporting document “Improving the graduated regulatory approach to mine
closure.docx” at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4445


• Amendments to support implementation of Ontario’s Emissions Performance
Standards program
# 019-3719; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 22, 2021
The Ministry gives notice that it has made regulatory amendments to support a smooth transition from
the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions performance standards (EPS)
program. The new EPS greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions performance standards for industry will
apply from January 1, 2022. Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• Niagara Escarpment Plan Amendment PS 194 12
# 011-7177; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 25, 2021
This Niagara Escarpment Plan amendment proposed to establish a six-unit plan of condominium partially
located on the prominent slope of the Niagara Escarpment. However, the amendment is being closed due
to inactivity; the applicant is not proceeding. 
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-7177


• Mapping Updates to “Size and Location of Urban Growth Centres in the Greater
Golden Horseshoe” (2008)
# 019-4647; policy exception posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on November 19, 2021
The Minister has updated mapping for the Downtown Burlington Urban Growth Centre, the Downtown
Milton Urban Growth Centre, and Midtown Oakville Urban Growth Centre contained in the 2008 policy
document “Size and Location of Urban Growth Centres in the Greater Golden Horseshoe”. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4647
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ONTARIO
REGISTRY NOTICES - ADDENDA
The following notices were posted on the province’s Regulatory Register on November 29, 2021:


• Proposed Process Improvements to Survey Plan Corrections and Distribution
The proposed regulations will further enable the ongoing digital transformation of the Land Registration
System by improving the processes of correcting and distributing survey plans. Comment deadline:
January 14, 2022. Access Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=nkDCWRe2rj0XmQFaqiyuWR0?postingId=39007&language=en


• Categories of testing, Standards, Accreditation Bodies and Standardized Laboratory Reports
under the Forensic Laboratories Act, 2018.
This is a proposed new regulation that would specify the categories of tests that will be covered by the
Act, the standards to which laboratories must be accredited, accreditation bodies and information
laboratories must include in test results. Access Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=nkDCWRe2rj0XmQFaqiyuWR0?postingId=39927&language=en


• Accreditation status of the laboratory under the Forensic Laboratories Act, 2018
This is a new regulation that would require forensic laboratory operators who conduct prescribed
categories of tests to provide the Solicitor General with information about the accreditation status of the
laboratory, if requested. Access Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=nkDCWRe2rj0XmQFaqiyuWR0?postingId=39928&language=en


REPORTS


2021 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario
Reminder: On November 4, 2021, Ontario’s Minister of Finance, Peter Bethlenfalvy, released: Build
Ontario: The 2021 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review. The198-page document contained only
four explicit mentions of climate change measures. Instead, its topline items are the construction of two
highways — mentioned 58 times — that critics say would be environmentally destructive, as well as a
contentious road to the Ring of Fire region in far Northern Ontario, which the Ford government is hoping
to open up for mining. 
Access the Build Ontario at: https://budget.ontario.ca/2021/fallstatement/index.html 


*
QUEBEC INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE


The Legislative Assembly  launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021.  


Government Bills
• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement certain
measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission vehicles.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021; last discussed by the Committee on Transportation and Environment
on November 25, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


Private Member’s Bills
• Bill 396, An Act for better air quality. Introduced: October 28, 2021. Among other things, the Bill


creates the office of Air Quality Auditor whose functions are to evaluate the effectiveness of applicable
air quality standards in ensuring the protection of human health, taking into account, in particular, the
cumulative effect of pollutants. Access at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-396-42-2.html
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QUEBEC INITIATIVES


GAZETTE NOTICES
November 24, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting certain transitional measures necessary for the application
of the Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act  
Among other things, the regulation provides details of transitional measures related to conservation
plans for various designated aquatic, biodiversity and ecological reserves.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105373.pdf 


November 17, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting oil-fired heating appliances 
The objective of this Regulation is to reduce manmade greenhouse gas emissions attributable to
domestic heating by gradually prohibiting the installation and repair of certain space and water heaters
powered by certain forms of energy. The Regulation applies to any residential building connected to a
municipal or private electric power system. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105355.pdf


November 10, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other regulatory
provisions - Amendment 
Reminder: This Regulation provides the rules applicable to the compensation regime for adverse
effects on wetlands and bodies of water provided for in Division V.1 of Chapter IV of Title I of the
Environment Quality Act. More specifically, it determines in particular the activities that are exempt
from the requirement to compensate, the calculation method of the amount of the financial contribution
payable as compensation and the cases in which the financial contribution may be replaced by work
carried out to restore or create wetlands and bodies of water. Access Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105343.pdf


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the recovery and reclamation of
products by enterprises 
Reminder: This amendment, under the Environment Quality Act, clarifies rules governing the
province’s extended producer responsibility system. Access the full text in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105312.pdf


October 6, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated contaminated soils 
Reminder: The first phase of the implementation of the new Regulation respecting the traceability of
excavated contaminated soils began on November 1, 2021. The purpose of this Regulation is to
prescribe the fees payable to cover the costs of the implementation of traceability measures to ensure
that excavated contaminated soils are discharged in a site where they may be received.
Implementation will take place in three phases: 
• The first phase will run until December 31, 2021: when the two regulations will apply to the


transportation of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 5,000 metric tonnes, excavated in
connection with work having begun on or after November 1, 2021.


• The second phase will begin on January 1, 2022, when the two regulations will then apply (with some
exceptions) to the transportation of a quantity of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 1,000
metric tonnes.


• The final phase, which will begin on January 1, 2023, provides that the two regulations will apply to all
transportation of excavated contaminated soils carried out on that date or thereafter.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105296.pdf
Access related analysis by Nicolas Dubé, Nicolas Cayouette and Kathryn Chadwick; Gowling WLG, at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2021/regulation-traceability-of-contaminated-soils/


*
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SASKATCHEWAN INITIATIVES


GAZETTE NOTICES


October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Two regulations pursuant to The Financial Administration Act, 1993
Reminder: Two regulations pursuant to The Financial Administration Act, 1993, were amended as of October 7,
2021. Amendments to The Oil Infrastructure Investment Program Regulations add ‘carbon dioxide’ to section 4
such that it now refers to ”an oil or carbon dioxide pipeline project” and “oil or carbon dioxide pipeline capacity”.  A
similar amendment to The Petroleum Innovation Incentive Regulations adds ‘helium’, now referring to the “oil,
gas or helium industry”.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


Related analysis - Regulatory Changes To Saskatchewan Pipeline Development And Energy Industry Incentive Programs by
Vivek Warrier, Keeley Cameron and Connor Wilson; Bennett Jones LLP.  Access full text of article at:
https://www.bennettjones.com/Blogs-Section/Regulatory-Changes-to-Saskatchewan-Pipeline-Development-and-Energy-Industry-Incentive-Programs


October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Reclaimed Industrial Sites Amendment Regulations, 2021 address financial arrangements with
respect to transfers of ‘a portion of a closed site’
Reminder: Among other things, the amendments, now in force, cover the case of a transfer of a portion of a
closed site to a responsible person with respect to moneys held on account in the Institutional Control Monitoring
and Maintenance Fund.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


*


THE TERRITORIES


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on November 22, 2021.


Nunavut 
A territorial election was held on October 25, 2021. The Nunavut Planning Commission announced it is
rescheduling the public hearings on the 2021 Draft Land Use Plan to March 2022.


Yukon 
The Fall Sitting of the Legislative Assembly commenced on October 7, 2021.


• Bill 5, an Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021). Introduced: October 7, 2021 and
referred to committee on October 14, the Bill will “provide for the regulation of roads constructed or
used to access resources such as mines and minerals and oil and gas (defined as “resource roads”)”.
Access the Bill at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill005-Act-to-AmendTerritorial-Lands-Yukon-Act-2021.pdf. 


• Yukon Guide for Developing Water Quality Objectives and Effluent Quality Standards for
Quartz Mining Projects. Access the Guide at: 
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/env/env-yukon-guide-developing-waterquality-objectives-effluent-quality-standards-quartz-minig-projects.pdf.


• The Reduction of Single-use Bags Regulation - in force as of October 1, 2021 - sets a penalty for the
unlawful supply of a single-use bag at $250. Access the regulation at:
https://laws.yukon.ca/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2021/2021-0131/2021-0131_1.pdf.


• Consultation on Draft Policy for the Stewardship of Yukon’s Wetlands. Plans are to have a final
wetlands policy in May 2022. A link to the draft policy is available at:
https://yukon.ca/en/news/wetlands-policy-out-final-public-review.


*


- 14 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, December 1, 2021







Energy and environment
FEDERAL


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Canada Energy Regulator’s proposal for new Cost Recovery Regulations 
Reminder: On November 1, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator released a Regulatory Proposal to
seek feedback on the proposed amendments for the cost recovery regulations under the Canadian
Energy Regulator Act (CER Act). The cost recovery regulations provide a mechanism for Canada to
recover the CER’s costs, approved through Parliamentary appropriations, from the regulated industry.
The following elements and the overall methodology approach of the cost recovery scheme considered
in the Proposal are as follows:


• Recovering costs directly from project applicants who are not currently regulated by the CER and
for project applications that are denied or withdrawn;


• Modernizing the fixed levies recovered from small and intermediate companies;
• Relief; and
• Cost recovery allocation and methodology approach.


In 1990, the recoverable costs (NEB budget plus value of services provided without charge to the NEB)
was approximately $25 million. In 2021, the estimate of recoverable costs is $118.5 million. 
For more information on the Regulatory Proposal or to further discuss its contents, please contact Rumu
Sen (rumu.sen@cer-rec.gc.ca) (toll- free 1-800-899-1265).
Access the Regulatory Proposal for the Cost Recovery Regulations at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/acts-regulations/cer-act-regulations-guidance-notes-related-documents/canada-energy-regulator-cost-recovery-regulations-regulatory-proposal/index.html


Comments may be emailed to: costrecoveryregulations@cer-rec.gc.ca


CNSC decision on Saskatchewan Research Council SLOWPOKE-2 reactor facility
On November 17, 2021, the CNSC announced that a licence would be issued to the Saskatchewan
Research Council, authorizing the release of its SLOWPOKE-2 reactor facility from CNSC regulatory
control. With the completion of decommissioning activities, the Commission determined that there will be
adequate provision for the protection of the environment, the health and safety of persons and the
maintenance of national security and measures required to implement international obligations to which
Canada has agreed.
Read the decision at:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/hearings/documents_browse/results.cfm?dt=1-Oct-2021&yr=2021


*
ALBERTA


LEGISLATURE


• Bill 86, Electricity Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Second Reading on November 24,
2021.The legislative amendments proposed under the act allow the integration of energy storage into
Alberta’s interconnected electricity system in both the competitive electricity market and the
transmission and distribution system.
Specifically, the energy storage amendments in Bill 86 would enable competitive procurement of
energy storage across the system by introducing new definitions for both energy storage resource and
energy storage facility, and setting the stage for their approvals. In addition, the amendments will allow
distribution and transmission companies to use this technology to provide utility service under certain
circumstances, which could help keep costs down for ratepayers over the long term.
Access at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-086.pdf
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ALBERTA
LEGISLATURE (continued)


• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Passed
First Reading on October 28, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities recoup unpaid
oil and gas property taxes, which, according to Rural Municipalities Alberta, now total $245 million.
Access Bill 77 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-077.pdf.


ALBERTA ENERGY REGULATOR (AER) BULLETINS


• Bulletin 2021-44 Invitation for Feedback on Revisions to Directive 050: Drilling Waste
Management
On November 19, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it is seeking feedback on
updates to Directive 050: Drilling Waste Management. According to AER, the proposed changes reduce the
regulatory burden throughout the life cycle of drilling waste management without compromising safety. The
AER has clarified requirements, improved efficiency, and enabled operators to reduce land disturbance
from drilling waste management practices. 
The following sections have been changed or clarified to reflect current regulatory and operational
requirements: 


Section 3, “Soil Quality and Assessment for Sites Used to Manage Drilling Waste”
Section 6, “Storage of Drilling Waste”
Section 7, “Management of Cement Returns”
Section 9, “Landspray”
Section 10, “Landspray While Drilling”
Section 11, “Disposal onto Forested Public Lands”
Section 12, “Pump-off”
Section 14, “Landspreading”
Section 15, “Biodegradation”
Section 19, “Alternative Management Methods”
Section 21, “Record Keeping and Notification”
Appendix 2, “Salinity and Nitrogen”.


To provide feedback on the proposed revisions to Directive 050, complete the comment form on the AER
website and email it to Directive050@aer.ca. Comment deadline: January 7, 2022. 
Access Directive 050 (Draft): Drilling Waste Management at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive050_DrillingWasteMgmt_FINAL.pdf:
Access AER bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-44


• Bulletin 2021-43 New Expedited Decisions Manual 
Reminder: On November 1, 2021, AER Rules of Practice were updated and incorporated in a new AER
Manual 022: Expedited Decisions.  Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-43


• Bulletin 2021-42 New contamination management manual
Reminder: On October 27, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Manual 021:
Contamination Management. Manual 021 contains many relevant regulatory documents and advice on how
to efficiently demonstrate to the AER that those requirements have been met. Access Manual 021 at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/manuals/Manual021.pdf


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass. Access the Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA


BC OIL & GAS COMMISSION BULLETINS


New BC Well Decommissioning Guidelines (INDB 2021-30)
On November 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) published new guidance for
permit holders decommissioning (also known as “abandoning”) wells authorized under the Oil and Gas
Activities Act. The BC Well Decommissioning Guidelines, effective January 1, 2022, replace the
previously referenced guidance issued by the Alberta Energy Regulator, Directive 20.
Access the bulletin at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-b-c-well-decommissioning-guidelines-indb-2021-30/
Access the guidelines at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/files/operations-documentation/Well-Decommissioning/BC-Well-Decommissioning-Guidelines-v1.00.pdf


Changes to Management of Non-Compliance Notices (INDB 2021-29)
On November 24, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) announced that it is
developing a new portal for managing industry compliance called the Compliance Management
Information System (CM-IS). The first release of CM-IS for external users is planned for February
2022 and will include functionality for managing notices of alleged non-compliance with operational
submission requirements (“administrative non-compliance notices”). Subsequent releases of CM-IS
will add additional capabilities.
Access the bulletin at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/changes-to-management-of-non-compliance-notices-indb-2021-29/


*
QUEBEC 


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting a 300-megawatt block of wind energy  
A block of wind energy of a target capacity of 300 megawatts must be connected to Hydro-Québec’s
main network. The electric power distributor must issue a tender solicitation for the block referred to in
section 1 not later than December 31, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105374.pdf
Regulation respecting a 480-megawatt block of renewable energy  
A block of renewable energy of a target capacity of 480 megawatts of power contribution must be
connected to Hydro-Québec’s main network.
The electric power distributor must issue a tender solicitation for the block referred to in section 1 not
later than December 31, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105375.pdf


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
ISO standards 


• ISO 50005: Energy management systems - Guidelines for a phased implementation
(New Standard)
On November 18, 2021, CSA Group posted a draft of ISO 50005, Energy management systems –
Guidelines for a phased implementation for review. The standard provides guidance for a step-by-step
process to implement an energy management system and is particularly beneficial for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that may not have the resources to put in place an EnMS all in one
go. By taking a staged approach, organizations can more easily allocate the appropriate resources
and priority levels based on their needs and capacities, enabling them to benefit from the standard at
the very first step. For more information, contact: iva.vasileski@csagroup.org. Review end date:
January 17, 2022. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) via:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4411


CCME standards 


• Canada-wide Standards for Mercury Emissions from Coal-fired Electric Power
Generation Plants: 2017–2018 Progress Report
On November 4, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted
Canada-wide Standards for Mercury Emissions from Coal-fired Electric Power Generation Plants:
2017–2018 Progress Report. Access the report at:
https://ccme.ca/en/res/cws_mercury_coal_prgrs_rpt_2017-18en.pdf


Standards Council of Canada 


• Report of stakeholder workshop on reopening and safe operation of workplaces in a pandemic
On November 9, 2021, the Standards Council of Canada posted notice that the Report of the
Stakeholder Workshop on Reopening and Safe Operation of Workplaces in a Pandemic is now
available online. Access the report at:
https://www.csagroup.org/article/report-of-stakeholder-workshop-on-reopening-and-safe-operation-of-workplaces-in-a-pandemic/


TDG standards 


• TDG Directorate consulting on aerosol containers and gas cartridges
The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Directorate recently launched a 60-day consultation on
Safety standard CAN/CGSB-43.123. The standard sets out the requirements for designing,
manufacturing, testing, selecting and using aerosol containers and gas cartridges. Comment deadline:
December 16, 2021. Access consultation webpage at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/aerosol-containers-gas-cartridges-transport-dangerous-goods-can-cgsb-4312


CSA standards update - Fuels storage and handling


• B836 - Storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels at aerodromes
This Standard specifies requirements for the protection of property and the environment associated
with the storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels. Contact: Colin Moorhouse:
colin.moorhouse@csagroup; 
Review closing date: November 14, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4338


• Z276 - LNG - Production, storage, and handling (New) 
On October 1, 2021, the CSA released a draft 2022 edition of CSAZ276. The public review period will close
on November 30, 2021. Access details at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4358.
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CSA standards update - Occupational health and safety
• New and revised standards address mining equipment and health and safety in mines


CSA recently published a series of standards related to mining equipment and occupational health and safety in
mines. The draft standards, which had a preview closing date of November 20, 2021 were reported on in the
November 15 edition of EHS RA. In addition, the following new standard was available for review until
December 7, 2021:
• M424.4 - M424.4 - Non-rail-bound, self-propelled, electrically-driven mobile machines for use
in non-gassy underground mines (New Standard). This standard considers battery-electric as
the base system configuration. Hydrogen fuel-cell-electric and diesel-electric systems are also
considered as on-board sources of electrical energy supply and are addressed by this standard
with additional specific requirements. Access review draft at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4362


*


Workplace environment 
health and safety 
FEDERAL INITIATIVES


LEGISLATURE
On November 22, 2021, the House of Commons opened for the 44th Parliament. The House will remain in 
session until December 17.


• Bill C-3, An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Canada Labour Code. 
First Reading: November 26, 2021. Among other things, the Bill creates an offence for
intimidating a person in order to impede them from obtaining health services and intimidating a
health professional in order to impede them in the performance of their duties.
It also amends the Canada Labour Code to, among other things, provide that an employee may earn
and take up to 10 days of medical leave of absence with pay in a calendar year.
Access Bill C-3 at: https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-3/first-reading


• Bill C-2, An Act to provide further support in response to COVID-19. Completed First
Reading: November 24, 2021.
Part 1 extends subsidies under the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), the Canada
Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS), and the Canada Recovery Hiring Program until May 7, 2022. 
Part 2 enacts the Canada Worker Lockdown Benefit Act to authorize the payment of the Canada
worker lockdown benefit in regions where a lockdown is imposed for reasons related to COVID-19.
Part 3 amends the Canada Recovery Benefits Act.
Part 4 amends the Canada Labour Code to, among other things, create a regime that provides for a
leave of absence related to COVID-19. Access Bill C-2 at: 
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-2/first-reading


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 27, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 44
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative
measures including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and
passengers, etc. It replaces Order No.43, gazetted on November 13, 2021.
Access Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na8
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FEDERAL 


GAZETTE NOTICES (continued)


November 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Railway Safety Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations
reinforce mandatory vaccination policy
The objective of these amendments is to provide the Minister of Transport with a broader range of
enforcement options to enforce compliance with orders made pursuant to section 32.01 of the Act. In
particular, the objective of these amendments is to ensure that the enforcement of the Government’s
vaccination mandate in the rail sector, through the establishment of an AMPs regime, is flexible,
predictable, efficient, and consistent with the enforcement of similar requirements in the air and marine
transportation sectors.
The amendments will modify subsection 3(1) of the AMPs Regulations to include an order made under
section 32.01 of the Act as a designated provision, with maximum payable amounts of $50,000 for an
individual and $250,000 for a corporation. For example, should a railway company fail to comply with a
requirement of a ministerial order (such as failing to conduct a health check of every person prior to
boarding), then it could be subject to an AMP of up to $250,000.
Among other things, the two ministerial orders issued to support the vaccination mandate require,
among other things that (i) federally regulated railway companies ensure, at a minimum, they have
established vaccination policies by October 30, 2021, and that all operating employees have received
their first dosage of an approved COVID-19 vaccine by November 15, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-11-24/html/sor-dors228-eng.html


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


Weekly summary of COVID-19 and re-opening requirements across Canada 
Reminder: “2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada” is a concise
tracking sheet, updated weekly by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety
(CCOHS). The resource summarizes the status of business and community restoration plans
across all Canadian jurisdictions and documents the local state of emergency orders and
what phase of recovery each jurisdiction is in. 
Additionally, the tracking sheet covers what kinds of gatherings are permitted, various travel
restrictions across the country as well as linking health and safety guidance provided for
businesses as people return to serving the public. 
Access 2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada at:
http://ccinfoweb2.ccohs.ca/legislation/documents/notes/oshleg/2020_COVID-19_Re-opening_Tracker.pdf 


Coping with substance use in the Canadian workplace
by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS).
“It isn’t the role of a supervisor or manager to diagnose substance use or addiction, only to recognize
impairment and respond according to the organization’s policies”. Access related resources:
Substance Use in the Workplace - ccohs.ca/oshanswers/psychosocial/substance.html
Substance Use and the Trades Infographic -  www.ccohs.ca/products/posters/substance-use-trades/
Impairment at Work -  ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/impairment.html
Impairment at Work – Reporting and Responding -
ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/impairment_reporting.html
Opioids in the Workplace - https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/opiods.html


COMPLIANCE REMINDER


Offshore OH&S Regulations for East Coast expected prior to December 31, 2021
Reminder: Interim Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act this summer - expire on
December 31, 2021 - at which time the government is expected to implement permanent regulations. 
Access the Interim Regulations in the July 24, 2021 edition of Canada Gazette Part I,  at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


*
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ALBERTA 


LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 25, 2021.


• Bill 219, Workers’ Compensation (Expanding Presumptive Coverage) Amendment Act,
2021. Private Member’s Bill. First Reading: October 25, 2021. 
Among other things,


(2) If, within 14 days of attendance at their usual place of employment, an essential worker tests positive for
COVID-19 (a) the essential worker’s infection is, unless the contrary is proven, presumed to be a personal injury
of the essential worker caused by an accident that arose out of the essential worker’s employment, (b) the
essential worker’s personal injury is to be considered a disabling or potentially disabling condition caused by an
occupational disease, and (c) COVID-19 is considered to be the occupational disease referred to in clause (b).


(3) The presumption referred to in subsection (2)(a) applies to all essential workers who test positive for COVID-
19 on or after March 20, 2020.


Access Bill 219 at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-219.pdf


GAZETTE NOTICES 


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
New Occupational Health and Safety Code - Alberta Regulation 191/2021 - takes effect
December 1, 2021
This comprehensive new OH&S Code - described previously in the November issue of EHS RA - is
printed in full, beginning on page 564 of the November 15, 2021 edition of the Alberta Gazette at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
Changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act and OH&S Code - which were first set out in the
province’s Bill 47 - take effect on December 1, 2021. To aid in compliance, the Alberta Government has
posted the following management resources: 
• Change highlights: the 2020 OHS Act


Access at:https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li065-leg
• Occupational health and safety and the internal responsibility system


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li051-leg
• Health and safety programs: OHS information for employers and prime contractors


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042-leg
• Health and safety programs - Templates and samples


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042tmp-leg
• Prime contractor role and duties: OHS information for contractors, employers and workers


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li018-leg
• Potentially serious incident reporting: legislation updates


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li067-leg
• Disciplinary action complaints: OHS information for employers and workers


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li061-leg
• Right to refuse dangerous work: OHS information for employers and workers


Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li049-leg
• Role and duties of Alberta OHS officers: Information for work site parties


Access resource at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li046-leg


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Previous Occupational Health and Safety Regulation repealed
At the advent of a new OH&S Act, pursuant to section 85 of the Occupational Health and Safety
Act, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (AR 62/2003) is repealed. Access details [p561] at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
Also repealed: 1 The Administrative Penalty (Occupational Health and Safety Act) Regulation (AR
165/2013) and The Farming and Ranching Exemption Regulation (AR 27/95) [page 560].
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ALBERTA 


GAZETTE NOTICES (continued)


New Occupational Health and Safety Regulation amendments
Among other things, the amendments grant powers to the Minister to set up research and education
programs and establish occupational health and safety surveillance programs for the purposes of
preventing work site illnesses and injuries. Further amendments clarify what is meant by “regular
employment” and the definition of personal protective equipment. Access details [p559] at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


Safety Codes Act Administrative Penalties Regulation amendment
Section 14 is amended by striking out “December 1, 2021” and substituting “December 1, 2026”.
Access Gazette Notice (p.558) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


• Multiple chemical sensitivity: Literature review and state of the science summary.
Updated on November 17, 2021. Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) is a complex, chronic health
condition associated with numerous symptoms, linked to low-level exposure to one or more
chemicals. Significant gaps exist in the scientific understanding of MCS. Variability in observed
symptoms and subsequent clinical diagnoses limit the certainty of population prevalence estimates.
Alberta Health commissioned a literature review from a consultancy in the fields of toxicology and
environmental assessment to understand the current state of science related to MCS. Access study
at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/890ffd6e-2601-4b81-908c-bddce3f83a9d/resource/512f0b98-7870-4ab0-876a-dbcd2fd2754c/download/health-multiple-chemical-sensitivity-literature-review-state-of-science-summary-2021.pdf


• Elevating Devices, Passenger Ropeways and Amusement Rides Administration
Regulation. Updated on November 17, 2021. This regulation delegates powers, duties and functions of
administrator and safety codes officers respecting elevator, passenger ropeway, and amusement ride
safety to the Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement Rides Safety Association, to ensure that owners
are compliant with the Safety Codes Act, regulations, codes and standards. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2011_076.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779827084&display=html


• Elevating Devices, Passenger Ropeways and Amusement Rides Permit Regulation.
Updated on November 17, 2021. This regulation establishes permit requirements respecting elevating
devices, amusement rides and passenger ropeways. The Regulation comes into force on February 28,
2012. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2012_028.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779827107&display=html


ANNOUNCEMENTS


REP safety training now available
The Restrictions Exemption Program Safety Training is available to employees of Alberta-based
businesses and organizations who are implementing the REP and other COVID-19 safety
requirements.
The 45-minute online training is available to employers and staff at no cost to help them assess and
manage challenging situations that may arise during their daily operations.
The training includes information and resources that workers need to keep themselves and customers
safe while implementing COVID-19 safety requirements, such as requesting proof of vaccination or a
recent negative COVID-19 test, physical distancing or masking.
Employers can visit alberta.ca/restrictions-exemption-program-safety-training.aspx to learn more about
the training and how to enrol their employees.
Note: Starting November 29, 2021, ski hills can operate outdoor activities without implementing the
Restrictions Exemption Program (REP) and trade shows can opt into the program.


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA


LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


New and revised regulatory requirements affecting multiple industries will come into
effect on December 1, 2021
In May and July of 2021, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved amendments to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. These amendments will come into effect on December
1, 2021, and will apply to the following areas:
• Combustible and flammable liquids (Parts 1, 5, 22, and 23)
• Ionizing radiation — dose limits for the lens of the eye (Part 7)
• Traffic control (Part 18)
• Certification of concrete pump operators (Part 20)
• Blasting operations (Part 21)
• Arborists (Part 26)
• Logging truck load securement (Part 26)
• Housekeeping amendments (Parts 14, 24, and 25)
An overview document is available at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/act-amendments/overview-changes-occupational-health-safety-regulation-dec-21?lang=en


N.B. These changes were described earlier in previous editions of EHS RA and are detailed in the August
24, 2021 edition of the British Columbia Gazette at: 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n16_222-2021
Access related Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


CONSULTATIONS


December 2021 virtual public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments
WorkSafeBC will be holding a public hearing on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the public hearing will be held virtually on
December 8, 2021 with two session times. The virtual hearing will cover proposed changes to the
following parts of the OHS Regulation:
• Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities - Reassignment of refused work. Access changes at:


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/december-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr/part-3?lang=en


• Parts 1, 16, and 28, Housekeeping amendments. Access changes at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/december-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr/housekeeping?lang=en


Submit feedback online or by email to: ohsregfeedback@worksafebc.com.
Register to speak at the hearing by calling 604.232.7744 or toll-free to: 1.866.614.7744. 


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status under the Workers Compensation Act for stakeholder
comment. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021. Access discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Five paid sick days coming January 1, 2022
Paid sick leave will be standard for workers in British Columbia beginning Jan. 1, 2022, with a
minimum of five paid sick days each year.
BC becomes the first province in Canada to legislate this level of paid time off for workers who fall ill.
This new workplace protection applies to all workers covered by the Employment Standards Act,
including part-time workers. Access announcement at: 
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021PREM0073-002235
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BRITISH COLUMBIA


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES 


Employers must have plans to protect workers from impacts related to severe
weather, natural disasters, and other emergencies
WorkSafeBC is reminding employers of their obligations to be prepared for emergencies, including
planning for evacuation, rescue, and re-entry, when safe to do so.
Under the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation — specifically sections 4.13 through 4.16 and
Part 32 on emergency preparedness, response, evacuation, and rescue — all employers are
expected to plan, prepare, and train their employees for all emergencies.
Key requirements include:
• Conducting a risk assessment to determine the most likely emergency situations in the workplace. 
• Engaging workers in the risk assessment.
• Developing appropriate written procedures for evacuation and rescue.
• Providing well-marked means of escape in the event of an emergency.
• Ensuring that emergency procedures consider the safety of disabled workers.
• Conducting drills at least once every year.
• Making sure all workers on site know how to respond to an incident. 
• Providing training to employees in emergency procedures and fire prevention.
• Having first aid resources onsite.
• Providing appropriate personal protective equipment for workers doing the rescue or evacuation.
• Ensuring a sufficient number of workers are available to implement rescue procedures.


Related resource: “Emergency Response Planning: 12 Tips for an Effective Emergency Response Plan”
at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/emergency-response-planning-12-tips?lang=en


E-Limit puts BC Exposure Limits at your fingertips
Reminder: WorkSafeBC recently launched a new digital tool called “E-Limit.” It is designed to
provide information about BC ELs in a searchable and easy-to-read format. Search E-Limit at:
https://elimit.online.worksafebc.com


*
MANITOBA


LEGISLATURE
The legislature resumed sitting on October 6, 2021.The following is a list of recent EHS-related legislation
passed by the Manitoba legislature and previously summarized in past issues of EHS Regulatory Alert:


• Bill 11:  the workplace safety and health amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php
• Bill 18:  the workers compensation amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php
The Workplace Safety and Health Act was amended in May 2021, creating some changes to workplace
safety and health laws in Manitoba. To aid in compliance, the Workplace Safety and Health Branch has
provided some fact sheets on appeals and administrative penalties, frivolous and vexatious complaints, and
reprisals. These can be accessed via: “Frequently Asked Questions: Workplace Safety and Health Act
Amendments” at: https://www.safemanitoba.com/News/Pages/News_WSHActAmendments_21SWMB.aspx
Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Amendments to Workers Compensation Act to add coverage for five additional cancers
to the list of presumptive cancers, pertaining to firefighters and at-risk personnel
On November 26, 2021, the government announced that it is amending the Workers’ Compensation
Act (WCA) to include coverage for five additional cancers to the list of presumptive cancers, pertaining
to firefighters and at-risk personnel in the Manitoba Fire Commissioners Office.
The proposed amendments to the act do not contain any regulatory requirements. The Workers
Compensation Board will be responsible for administering the changes and identifying any concerns
that arise. Access release at: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52777&posted=2021-11-26


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK


LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on November 2, 2021. 


• Bill 73, An Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act. Second Reading:
November 5, 2021. Access at:https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-73-e.htm


• Bill 74, An Act to Amend the Electrical Installation and Inspection Act. Second Reading: 
November 5, 2021. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-74-e.htm


• Bill 75, An Act to Amend the Mining Act. Second Reading: November 5, 2021. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-75-e.htm


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 10, 2021, The Royal Gazette
WorkSafeNB publishes industry assessment rates for 2022
New workers’ compensation industry assessment rates - organized under the NAICS (North American Industry
Classification System) - have been published in the Gazette, beginning at page 954. Access the listing at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/Gazette/2021/rg-2021-11-10.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Health, safety and wellness strategy to be developed for health-care workers
In mid-November, 2021, the provincial government released a new health plan called Stabilizing Health
Care: An Urgent Call to Action. The plan includes a new strategy to address health, safety and wellness
in the workplace for health-care professionals that will focus on reducing workplace violence,
recognizing employee efforts and promoting greater wellness throughout the health-care system.
Access the plan at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/health_plan.html


Travelers to New Brunswick must pre-register  
The provincial government recently reminded New Brunswickers that showing proof of full vaccination when
accessing certain events, services and businesses, and mandatory masking in all public indoor spaces is now
required. In addition, anyone entering the province must pre-register through the New Brunswick Travel
Registration Program: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19.html


*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR


LEGISLATURE
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on October 18, 2021.


• Bill 6, Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Under S.12.
(1) An owner shall implement physical and administrative measures and operational procedures to
ensure that (a) exposure of a radiation worker or other individual to ionizing radiation is kept (i) as low
as is reasonably achievable, and (ii) below the maximum permissible dose of radiation. Additionally,
among other things, under S.11, an owner must: 
(h) monitor exposure and maintain records of exposure to ionizing radiation for radiation workers in
accordance with the regulations; (i) discontinue the use of radiation equipment that fails to comply with
this Act and regulations, until required changes have been made to the radiation equipment or the
manner of operation of the radiation equipment; (j) notify the director of (i)  an incident leading to the
exposure or suspected exposure of an individual to ionizing radiation in excess of the maximum
permissible dose of radiation, (ii) any exposure of an individual to a level of ionizing radiation in excess
of the intended dose of ionizing radiation, and (iii) any unintended exposure of an individual to ionizing
radiation. Access the full text of the Act at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2106.htm
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NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR


LEGISLATURE (continued)


• Bill 38, Accessibility Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Among other things, the Bill
would: establish an advisory board to make recommendations regarding accessibility standards;
require an individual, organization or public body that is subject to an accessibility standard to take
actions to prevent barriers from being created and to identify and remove barriers; and require public
bodies to prepare accessibility plans every 3 years and make them publicly available.
Access full text of Bill 38 at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2138.htm


• Bill 22, An Act Respecting Off-Road Vehicles. Royal Assent: November 16, 2021. The Act applies
to all-terrain vehicles, side-by-sides, snowmobiles, mini-bikes, dirt-bikes, dune/sport buggies, and
amphibious vehicles. Proposed changes include: the mandatory use of helmets; new safety training
requirements; new supervision requirements; new requirements for operating on a highway; and
increased fines. Access Bill 22 at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2122.htm


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Mandatory vaccine regulations coming into effect in December
In keeping with the mandatory vaccine policy for Provincial Government employees that comes into effect on
December 17, 2021, the COVID-19 Vaccine Regulations also require that employees and service providers of
certain businesses, facilities and organizations must be fully vaccinated or have an approved medical
exemption by December 17, 2021.
In addition to employees and service providers, the Regulations apply to certain self-employed individuals and
people who provide services in their home or a client’s home. Information about the requirements, including
the list of businesses, facilities and organizations to which the Regulations apply, is available at
www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19
A toll-free line has been established to support employees, service providers and employers with complying
with regulatory requirements. Effective 12:30 p.m. on November 17, 2021, people can call 1-888-654-9424 if
they have questions or require assistance.


*
NOVA SCOTIA


LEGISLATURE


• Bill 18, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 15, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill adds - after subsection (3) - a subsection, (3A), listing cancers and
other diseases and minimum periods to be prescribed under the Act. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b018.htm
• Bill 40, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. Among other


things, this Private Member’s Bill amends the Workers' Compensation Act to provide that earnings-
replacement benefits for former workers of the Cape Breton Development Corporation's underground
coal mine do not expire at age 65 so long as those benefits are reimbursed by the Government of
Canada. The Bill is retroactive to January 1, 2016. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b040.htm
• Bill 42, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. This Private


Member’s Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services. Access Bill
42 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b042.htm
Track progress of these, and other Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-


*
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ONTARIO


LEGISLATURE
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 27, Working for Workers Act, 2021. Carried on Third Reading: November 30, 2021. 
Among other things, the Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to impose a requirement on
employers that employ 25 or more employees to have a written policy with respect to disconnecting
from work. The term “disconnecting from work” is defined to mean not engaging in work-related
communications, including emails, telephone calls, video calls or the sending or reviewing of other
messages, so as to be free from the performance of work.
In addition, a new Part XV.1 of the Act prohibits employers from entering into employment contracts or
other agreements with an employee that are, or that include, a non-compete agreement. Certain
exceptions are provided for. 
The Fair Access to Regulated Professions and Compulsory Trades Act, 2006 is also amended to
prohibit regulated professions from including Canadian experience requirements as qualifications for
registration unless an exemption is granted. Access Bill 27 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-27


• Bill 16, WSIB Coverage for Workers in Residential Care Facilities and Group Homes Act,
2021. This Private Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill’s purpose
is to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997 to provide that an employer who operates a
residential care facility or a group home is a Schedule 1 employer for the purposes of the Act. Access
Bill 16 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b016_e.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Ontario government investing $6 million to prevent work-related cancers
On November 26, 2021, the Ontario government announced that it is investing more than $6 million to
support research led by the Occupational Cancer Research Centre (OCRC) to identify the causes of
workplace cancers, prevent them from occurring, and better support workers already impacted by
occupational illness. Access release at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001233/ontario-investing-over-6-million-to-prevent-work-related-cancers


Eight lamp amber-red warning system for school buses
On November 29, 2021, the Ontario government posted on the Regulatory Register a proposal to,
among other things, require all school buses manufactured on or after January 1, 2005 to be equipped
with 4 amber lights and 4 red lights. Comments Due Date: January 13, 2022.
Access the Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=nkDCWRe2rj0XmQFaqiyuWR0?postingId=39870&language=en


Plan to safely reopen Ontario and manage COVID-19 for the long-term update
Reminder: On October 22, 2021, the Ontario government released A Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario
and Manage COVID-19 for the Long-Term. The Plan outlines the province’s gradual approach to lifting
remaining public health and workplace safety measures by March 2022. In the absence of
concerning trends, public health and workplace safety measures will be lifted based on the proposed
following milestones:
January 17, 2022 - In the absence of concerning trends in public health and health care, the province
intends to begin gradually lifting capacity limits in settings where proof of vaccination is not required.
February 7, 2022 - The government intends to lift proof of vaccination requirements in high-risk
settings, including night clubs, strip clubs, etc. 
March 28, 2022 - At this time, it is intended that remaining public health and workplace safety
measures will be lifted, including wearing face coverings in indoor public settings. In addition, the
provincial requirement for proof of vaccination will be lifted for all remaining settings. For details, access
release at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001027/ontario-releases-plan-to-safely-reopen-ontario-and-manage-covid-19-for-the-long-term
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ONTARIO


COMPLIANCE REMINDER


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently amended to
streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes, described in
detail in previous issues of EHS RA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


CONSULTATIONS


Proposed amendments to the Employment Standards Act, 2000 (ESA) will require policies
on disconnecting from work
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register to amend the ESA to require employers that employ 25 or more
employees on January 1 of any year to have a written disconnecting from work policy in place by 
March 1, 2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39527


Proposed changes for the next edition of Ontario's Building Code (Fall consultation)
Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other things, clarify
building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically attending the
construction site. The changes are described in "Proposed Building Code Changes: Existing Technical
Variations and Ontario-only Changes" at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=39287&attachmentId=51297
Comment deadline: December 4, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=G8RstICKIHBy4iPukf7cm8t?language=en&postingId=39287


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Ontario improving washroom access for truck drivers and delivery workers
On October 20, 2021, Ontario’s Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
announced that the government intends to introduce legislation that would, if passed, allow delivery
workers access to company washrooms at businesses where they are delivering or picking up items. 


Province proposing to protect workers by licencing temp help agencies
On October 18, 2021, the Ontario government announced that the government intends to introduce
legislation that would, if passed, require temporary help agencies (THAs) and recruiters to have a
licence to operate in the province. Proposed changes would enable officers to levy penalties against
an unlicensed THA or a business who is using an unlicensed operator. As well, those who use
deceitful recruiters could be required to repay workers for illegal fees charged. 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND


GAZETTE NOTICES
November 29, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
COVID-19 Prevention and self-isolation order
The Order applies to all persons residing in or present in Prince Edward Island; and all businesses,
services and organizations operating or carrying on business in Prince Edward Island. Access the
Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/royal_gazette/rg_issue_48-november_27_2021.pdf
November 6, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
Vaccination information and testing policy order for Front-Line Public Service Providers
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/royal_gazette/rg_issue_45-november_6_2021.pdf


*
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QUEBEC 


LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021. The following lists OH&S-related
Bills currently under consideration: 


• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement
certain measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission
vehicles. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Last discussed at sitting held November 25, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021, last discussed by the Committee on Culture and Education on
November 24, 2021, the bill introduces various measures to, among other things, extend francization
to enterprises employing 25 or more persons. The bill also sets out the obligations applicable to
employers to ensure that the workers’ right to carry on their activities in French is respected. The bill
also strengthens provisions relating to the use of French as the language of commerce and business -
in particular regarding signs and posters and the drafting of certain documents, such as contracts
relating to certain sales of immovable property. 
Access Bill 96 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html


ANALYSIS


BILL 95 –The Act To Modernize The Occupational Health And Safety Regime 
Source/courtesy: Shari Munk-Manel; McMillan LLP, November 26, 2021.
Abstract: On October 6, 2021, the Act to Modernize the occupational health and safety regime (Bill
59) received Royal Assent. However, most of the amendments proposed by Bill 59 will only enter into
force in 2022 or even later, which will give employers time to ensure that they are compliant.
1. Imminent changes requiring immediate employer action
As of April 6, 2022, employers will be required to do the following: (i) implement a prevention program,
(ii) form a health and safety committee; and (iii) elect a health and safety representative.
The prevention program is a preventative action plan that is specific to each establishment and must
comply with the provisions of the AOHS, the Regulation respecting prevention programs and various
other applicable regulations. 
Bill 59 provides that all establishments with 20 or more workers must establish a health and safety
committee. 
2. Other relevant amendments for employers
i. Right to reinstatement: A new section 170.3 of the Act respecting industrial accidents and
occupational diseases (AIAOD) provides for a presumption by which an employer may reinstate
workers who suffered an employment injury who once again become able to carry on their
employment, an equivalent employment, or a suitable employment available with their employer, even
after the expiry of the period for exercising their right to return to work. To rebut this presumption, an
employer must prove the existence of undue hardship related to this reinstatement.
ii. Violence prevention: Bill 59 now sets out an obligation for the employer to take the necessary
measures in the workplace to ensure the protection of a worker exposed to physical or psychological
violence, including spousal or sexual violence.
iii. Telework: Bill 59 explicitly states that the AOHS applies to teleworking, subject to any inconsistent
provisions.
Other provisions of Bill 59 will slowly enter into force between 2022 and January 1, 2024. 
Access the full text of this analysis at:
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/bill-95-the-act-to-modernize-the-occupational-health-and-safety-regime/
Access Bill 95, “An Act to amend the Act respecting the governance and management of the
information resources of public bodies and government enterprises and other legislative provisions” at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=5&file=2021C22A.PDF
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QUEBEC


GAZETTE NOTICES
November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Safety Code  
“A reference to a standard or code […] is a reference to the standard or code as adopted by the
Chapter of the Construction Code (chapter B-1.1, r. 2), the Safety Code or other regulation made
under the Building Act (chapter B-1.1) that refers to it.
“Where the other chapters of the Safety Code include more stringent or different provisions applicable
to the situations covered by this Chapter, the provisions of those specific chapters prevail”.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105365.pdf


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Implementation of the Agreement relating to the protection of professional circus artists
in training
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105367.pdf


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting occupational health and safety in mines
Amendments are made to, among other things: 
• the required implementation and testing of a rescue procedure and an evacuation procedure specific


to the use of a tubular ladder emergency exit;
• ventilation in a tubular ladder emergency exit; 
• requirements for wearing a full body harness used for a tubular ladder emergency exit; 
• the installation and parking of internal combustion motorized equipment and the storage of


combustible materials; and
• explosives under the supervision of a qualified worker.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105368.pdf


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


Amendments to OH&S Regulation address work which involves a risk of drowning 
Amendments to Division XXVI.II - “Work which involves a risk of drowning in water” - comes into force
on March 22, 2022. Access relevant Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105273.pdf


Amendments to noise regulations under the Act respecting Occupational Health and
Safety to take effect on June 16, 2023 
Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures comes into force on June
16, 2023. For details, access the relevant Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN


LEGISLATION
The Legislature is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility
standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The new
Construction Codes Act (CCA) will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).
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SASKATCHEWAN


GAZETTE NOTICES
October 22, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
2022 provision workers’ compensation assessment rates 
Reminder: As required under subsection 134(4) of the Workers’ Compensation Act, the WCB has
published the 2022 preliminary premium rates for any industry rate code that exceeds the 2021
premium rate by more than 10.5 per cent. Four rate codes will see a premium rate increase for 2022
greater than 10.5 per cent:
• Metal Foundries and Mills - per cent increase: 19.75%
• Road Construction and Earthwork - per cent increase:14.20%
• Operation of Railways - per cent increase:13.59%
• Farming and Ranching - per cent increase:10.53%
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115121


*


THE TERRITORIES


YUKON


New Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act tabled in the Yukon Legislative Assembly
Reminder: On October 13, 2021, Richard Mostyn, Minister responsible for the Yukon Workers’
Compensation Health and Safety Board, tabled Bill No. 8, the Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act,
which would amalgamate the current Workers’ Compensation Act and Occupational Health and Safety
Act under a new Workers' Safety and Compensation Act. Access Bill No.8 at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill008-Workers-Safety-Compensation-Act.pdf


NWT


Northwest Territories and Nunavut consulting on compensation policies
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*


Chemical compliance
GAZETTE NOTICES


November 13, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Government seeking more information from manufacturers with respect to substances
containing bisphenol A 
Reminder The Minister of the Environment gives notice that the government requires industry to
provide information to help assess whether 188 substances, including bisphenol A (BPA) and BPA
structural analogues or functional alternatives, are toxic or are capable of becoming toxic. Responses
to this notice shall be submitted to the Minister of the Environment, no later than March 16, 2022. 
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2
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GAZETTE NOTICES (continued)


November 6, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Assessment of 10 substances of the Flame Retardants Group identifies six as “toxic” 
Following a screening assessment of 10 substances referred to collectively as the Flame Retardants
Group, the government has concluded that six of the 10 meet one or more of the toxicity criteria set out
in section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA). The toxic substances are identified
under the following abbreviations: TPHP, BPDP, BDMEPPP, IDDP, IPPP and TEP.
In Canada, the alkyl and aryl organophosphates subject to this assessment are primarily used as either
additive flame retardants or plasticizers in various applications involving hydraulic fluids, plastics, rubber
products, textiles, foam, paints, adhesives and sealants, and building materials. Some of these
substances are also used in food packaging applications (TPHP, IDDP, TEP, TEHP, TBOEP) and foam
(TEP) and as formulants in pest control products (TPHP, IPPP, TEHP). TPHP is also used in nail care
products in Canada. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


November 6, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Ministers recommend that phenol, methylstyrenated (MSP) be classified as ‘toxic’ under CEPA
MSP (CAS RN 68512-30-1) is an organic substance of unknown or variable composition, complex
reaction products and biological material (UVCB), which has been proposed for use in paints and
coatings on ships and large equipment. Based on an investigation into the substance, it was found
that the substance is highly toxic to aquatic organisms and that some components are also associated
with endocrine estrogenic activity and endocrine effects on organisms.  Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


Health Canada seeking additional information on nanomaterials
Health Canada is seeking any additional information to support the risk assessment of nanoscale Zinc
Oxide and Titanium Dioxide which were the subject of a CEPA Section 71 mandatory survey notice in
2015. For more information, contact Andrew Sluiter at Health Canada at: andrew.sluiter@hc-sc.gc.ca


- end -
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Disclaimer: The content of Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert legislation service is for private study or
research purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the material;
however, Templegate Information Services Inc. cannot guarantee its legal accuracy and does not accept
responsibility for loss or inconvenience suffered by users as a result of inaccuracies.


While EHS Regulatory Alert is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the
subject matter covered, neither the publisher nor the authors warrant the applicability of the information to
any particular situation. Nor do the publisher or the authors warrant the accuracy or applicability of any
information which may be supplied through an html link. The reader should consult verbatim legislation from
official sources to ensure full understanding of necessary measures and should consult with his or her own
professional advisors to determine the applicability of information contained in this report to any particular
circumstances. EHS Regulatory Alert is sold on the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting
or other professional advice but rather is intended only to provide, in a general way, timely information on
new developments in policy, law, regulations, standards, guidelines and codes.
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FEDERAL Election wrap-up


In the 2021 Canadian federal election, held on September 20, 2021, Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau,
won a third term as prime minister.
The Liberals won the most seats at 159 - falling short of the 170 seats needed for a majority.
The Conservatives, led by Erin O'Toole, maintained 119 seats and continue as the Official Opposition. 
The Bloc Québécois, led by Yves-François Blanchet, won 33 seats. The New Democratic Party, led by
Jagmeet Singh, won 25 seats. The Green Party maintained 2 seats and 2.3% share of the vote. Green
Party leader, Annamie Paul, resigned as party leader on September 27, 2021.
Though the seat allotment in Canada’s federal parliament looks much like it did after 2019’s federal
election, the 2021 election will still likely have meaningful implications for Canadian climate policy. 
The first and clearest implication is that the Liberals’ carbon pricing system, effected in 2019, will stay
in place for the foreseeable future, with industries and citizens growing ever more acclimated to it.


The ‘Look Ahead’: 
What the Liberals have promised on climate change and the environment
The following contains extracts from a Maclean’s magazine summary published on September 21, 2021. Sources are
extrapolated from the Liberal Party campaign manifesto and the analysis of the Parliamentary Budget Office. 


Emissions reduction targets:
• Reduce emissions by 40-45 per cent by 2030, compared to 2005 levels. 
• Have energy firms reduce methane emissions by 75 per cent or more below 2012 levels by 2030. 
• Achieve a “100 percent net-zero emitting electricity system by 2035.”
• Reduce by 50 per cent the corporate and small business income tax rates for firms that manufacture


zero-emission technologies. 
• Invest $5 billion over seven years in the Net Zero Accelerator to help companies reduce emissions.
• Aid clean energy technology projects.
Zero-emission vehicles:
• Promote zero-emission vehicles by providing $5,000 toward the purchase of such a car for more


than 500,000 Canadians; require more than half of passenger vehicles sold be zero emission by
2030 and 100 per cent by 2035; build 50,000 more zero-emission vehicle chargers.
Fuels and energy:
• Implement a Low-Carbon Fuel Procurement Program for the federal government, with $227.9 million


over eight years.
• Build a net-zero electricity grid by 2035.
• Phase out thermal coal exports by 2030. 
• Improve the commercial viability of carbon capture, utilization and storage technologies, with $319


million over seven years. 
• Help homeowners undertake energy efficiency upgrades through interest-free loans of up to $40,000,


through giving $4.4 billion over five years to the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 
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The ‘Look Ahead’ (continued)


Plastics and circular economy:
• Recycle plastic bottles through deposit-return systems with a target of 90 per cent by 2029. 
• Require all plastic packaging contain 50 per cent recycled material by 2030.
• Make producers of waste responsible for collecting and recycling.


Miscellaneous measures:
• Have Crown corporations with at least $1 billion in assets report their climate-related financial risks as


part of their corporate reporting as of 2022, with smaller organizations having until 2024. 
• Change the Climate Action Incentive payment to a quarterly payment. 
• Return to farmers in “backstop” jurisdictions, including Alberta and Ontario, an estimated $100 million


from the price of pollution. 
• Issue federal green bonds, with a target of $5 billion, to fund projects such as conservation and green


infrastructure.
• Create a “census of the environment” to monitor trends, with $25.6 million over five years to Statistics


Canada. 
• Train 1,000 new community-based firefighters and purchase equipment because of extreme weather


events.
• End cosmetic testing on animals by 2023 and toxicity testing by 2035.


Parks and natural resources:
• Create 10 new national parks and 10 marine conservative areas in the next five years; provide $2.3


billion over five years to achieve the 2025 target of protecting 25 per cent of the nation’s area, plus
$976.8 million to meet the same goal in the oceans.


• Protect old growth forests in British Columbia by reaching an agreement with the province to expand
those areas and by establishing a $50 million BC Old Growth Nature Fund. 


• Establish a Natural Infrastructure Fund for natural spaces and crossings to support biodiversity, such
as in Toronto’s ravines, with $200 million over three years.


• Enhance wildlife preparedness in national parks with $100.6 million over five years, plus another $28.7
million to map areas in northern Canada at risk of wildfires. 


• Stabilize and conserve wild Pacific salmon and create a Pacific salmon secretariat and restoration
centre of expertise with $647.1 million over five years. 


• Invest $1 billion over 10 years to fully meet the country’s obligations under the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement.


• Update the Canada Water Act to address Indigenous water rights, climate change and other issues. 


FEDERAL Legislature
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 


September 24,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Consolidated Index of Statutory Instruments - June 30, 2021
The Consolidated Index of Statutory Instruments is designed to provide the user with more information
and save research time.
Table of contents:
• Section I: Table of regulations, statutory instruments (other than regulations) and other documents.


This Table lists regulations, statutory instruments (other than regulations) and other documents in
alphabetic order by title, indicating the statutory authority under which they were made:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-30-c2/section1-eng.html


• Section II: Table of regulations, statutory instruments (other than regulations) and other documents
arranged by statute. This Table lists the Statutes of Canada in alphabetical order, along with the
regulations, statutory instruments (other than regulations), and other documents under which they
have been made: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-30-c2/section2-eng.html


Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-30-c2/index-eng.html
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Environmental regulation & compliance
FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 


September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations and the
Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations: SOR/2021-197
Reminder: The objective of the Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations
and the Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations (the Amendments) is
to help ensure that the incentive to reduce GHG emissions in the federal OBPS is maintained by
adding rules respecting transitional matters related to the deletion of the name of a province or territory
from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA and by providing rules related to facilities that cease to be
covered facilities. 
The Amendments apply to covered facilities and modify the OBPSR as described below:
• Rules relating to surplus credits and payments


The Amendments limit the use of surplus credits issued by the Minister to a covered facility located in
a province or territory that is removed from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA.
• Rules relating to quantification and verification


The Amendments require that the difference between a covered facility's GHG emissions during a
compliance period and its emissions limit for that period be rounded only to the nearest whole number.
• Registration of and ceasing to be a covered facility


The Amendments provide clarification with respect to the beginning of the first compliance period for a
facility that becomes a covered facility in a compliance period that has already begun. 
More details are provided in the September 16, 2021 edition of HSERA. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 


https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/sor-dors197-eng.html


Background: The Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA or the Act) provides the legal
framework and enabling authorities for the federal carbon pollution pricing system in Canada. This
system consists of two parts: a regulatory charge on fossil fuels (the fuel charge), and an output-based
pricing system (OBPS) for industrial facilities that is enabled by the Output-Based Pricing System
Regulations (OBPSR or the Regulations). The federal system acts as a backstop in any jurisdiction
that requests it or does not implement a carbon pricing system that meets minimum national stringency
standards (the federal benchmark).


September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order Amending Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act: SOR/2021-195
Reminder: The objective of the Order is to avoid regulatory duplication and support the
implementation of provincial carbon pricing systems for industry in Ontario and New Brunswick that
meet the minimum national stringency standards of the federal benchmark applying to the 2019–2022
period. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/sor-dors195-eng.html


FEDERAL Reports - recap of recent reports


• Primer on Climate Change: Directors’ Duties and Disclosure Obligations in Support of the
Principles for Effective Climate Governance. Released on August 20, 2021. Access at: 
https://climateadaptationplatform.com/effective-climate-risk-disclosure-climate-change-preparation-primer/ 
• Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada: an update on the National Adaptation
Strategy. Reminder: Released on August 11, 2021. Access the report at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy/report-1.html
Access Canada’s National Adaptation Strategy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Canada Opens Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the
government launched an initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along
with the release of a discussion paper. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• First draft technical guide on the strategic assessment of climate change; consultations end on
October 25, 2021. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on the Draft
Technical Guide Related to the Strategic Assessment of Climate Change: Guidance on quantification of net
GHG emissions, impact on carbon sinks, mitigation measures, net-zero plan and upstream GHG assessment.
Access the draft guide at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/draft-technical-guide-strategic-assessment-climate-change.html


• Public consultation or regulatory modernization post-pandemic; consultations end on October 30, 2021.
The Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat has initiated a consultation on regulatory modernization that started on
August 23, 2021 and will conclude on October 30, 2021. Details to come.
• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator; consultations end on December 31, 2023. The


Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the
CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. The CER welcomes feedback on the content of the
Regulatory Framework at any time. Access plan at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html
•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html
•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations -  update
September 2021
2021-09-01 Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act
2021-09-01 List of Wildlife Species at Risk (referral back to COSEWIC) Order
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - update 
2021-09-23 News Release – Marathon Palladium Project - Joint Review Panel Invites Comments on Draft Public
Hearing Procedures.
2021-09-23 Marathon Palladium Project - Joint Review Panel Invites Comments on Draft Public Hearing Procedures.
2021-09-22 Énergie Saguenay Project - Public Comments Invited on the draft Environmental Assessment and
potential conditions.
2021-09-13 Upper Beaver Gold Project - Public Participation Opportunities and Funding Availability.
2021-09-09 Trois-Rivières Port Facilities Expansion Project - Public Comments Invited on the summary of the
Environmental Impact Statement.
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
For information on potential and current impact assessments of projects, and regional and strategic
assessments under the Impact Assessment Act, visit:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/index?culture=en-CA
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update
CNSC Forward regulatory plan 2021–2023
This plan provides information on regulatory proposals that the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)
expects to bring forward over the next 2 years and identifies public consultation opportunities for stakeholders to
provide their feedback during regulatory development.
Proposed regulatory developments include:


•  Regulations amending the General Nuclear Safety and Control Regulations (safeguards)
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Non-proliferation Import and Export Control Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Security Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Class II Nuclear Facilities and Prescribed Equipment Regulations
•  Regulations amending the Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Regulations.


Details of the above proposals can be found at:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatoryplan/forward-regulatory-plan-details/index.cfm


CNSC Fall Webinar Series
CNSC is inviting stakeholders to a series of webinars driven by its assessment of the Canadian Nuclear
Laboratories Near Surface Disposal Facility (NSDF) project and its hearings, anticipated in 2022. This
information is also applicable to other projects, including proposed in-situ decommissioning (ISD) projects.
Topics and dates are as follows:
• NSDF/ISD Fall Webinar Series 1: Transportation of Radioactive Waste - October 12, 2021
• NSDF/ISD Fall Webinar Series 2: Long-Term Safety of Disposal Facilities and CNSC’s Regulatory Framework 


for In-Situ Decommissioning - October 20, 2021
• NSDF/ISD Fall Webinar Series 3: Protection of People and the Environment - December 1, 2021
• NSDF/ISD Webinar Series 4: CNSC Hearing Processes - January 12, 2022.


For more information on this series and to register now, visit:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/fall-nsdf-series.cfm 


FEDERAL CNSC orders


Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission decision on hydrogen equivalent pressure tubes prohibits
restarts without CNSC approval
On September 23, 2021, the Commission confirmed, or amended, the orders issued to Bruce Power
and Ontario Power Generation concerning elevated levels of hydrogen equivalent (Heq) in pressure
tubes.
Also, no unit can restart without Commission approval and specific qualitative and quantitative data to
satisfy the conditions of the orders. The Commission will consider specific requests from licensees to
restart a designated reactor unit on a case-by-case basis.
This decision was made following a Commission hearing on September 10, 2021. Read the decision at:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/SummaryDecision-September10-CMD21-H11-e.pdf


FEDERAL Environmental enforcement 


Canadian National Railway Company fined $2.5 million for Fisheries Act offence 
On September 15, 2021, Canadian National Railway Company (CN Rail) pleaded guilty in Prince Rupert
Provincial Court to a charge of violating subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act in relation to the deposit of
pesticides in or around waters frequented by fish. The company was fined $2.5 million, which will be directed to
the Government of Canada’s Environmental Damages Fund.
On August 28, 2017, ECCC enforcement officers observed a spray truck discharging a mist as it travelled along
the rail corridor between Terrace and Prince Rupert in British Columbia. Because the rail corridor runs along the
Skeena River and over many tributaries and wetlands, officers conducted an inspection to verify compliance with
the Fisheries Act. The subsequent inspection and investigation confirmed that the pesticides sprayed along the
rail line were deleterious (harmful) to fish.
As a result of this conviction, the company’s name will be added to the Environmental Offenders Registry. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/09/canadian-national-railway-company-fined-25-million-for-fisheries-act-offence.html


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly is adjourned. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 25, 2021.
See past issues of EHS RA for a summary of recently-passed Bills.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


September 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Wildlife (Sandhill Crane Ministerial) Amendment Regulation
Reminder: The Wildlife Regulation (AR 143/97) is amended by replacing Schedule 15 in Table 6 with
new information regarding the Sandhill Crane. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/17_Sep15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Enforcement


Government granting free, open access to environmental enforcement files
Reminder: Alberta’s government recently announced that it is launching a new web-based service to
provide Albertans with free and direct access to environmental enforcement history records. The
Environmental Historical Enforcement Search will be available at: 
alberta.ca/environmental-historical-enforcement-search.


ALBERTA  Announcements


Alberta Energy issues REOI re: process for carbon sequestration tenure management
A Request for Expressions of Interest (REOI) in Alberta Energy’s process for carbon sequestration
tenure management is now open and available at:
https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx. 
Submitted Expressions of Interest will be used to inform the criteria for a Request for Formal Project
Proposals (RFPP) intended for this winter.
Alberta Energy will continue to engage and develop its approach to carbon sequestration tenure
management competitive process and will provide updates at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx as well as through a dedicated
email list serve at: https://www.alberta.ca/subscribe-to-energy-news-and-bulletins.aspx.
Questions related to the carbon sequestration tenure management competitive process can still be
emailed directly to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca. 


ALBERTA Management resources 


• Air quality model guideline [2021]. Updated on September 13, 2021. An air quality modelling
assessment is usually undertaken as part of the approval process to understand the impact of industrial activity on
the surrounding ambient air. The Air Quality Model Guideline provides guidance on the appropriate modelling to be
undertaken in Alberta when one of these assessments is required. Also included are three companion documents.
The first provides clarification on interpreting modelling results for typical emission scenarios, when required by
the guideline. The second provides a companion spreadsheet for determining whether or not the modelling terrain
is considered complex as per Section 3.0 of the guideline. The third provides stakeholder comments to the original
draft guideline [2020] and Environment and Parks response to these comments.
Access:  Air quality model guideline [2021] at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b4ed8dc9-3850-4e5f-a618-42b29c4ba2d4/download/aep-aqmg-air-quality-model-guideline-2021-09.pdf


Issue: clarification on the interpretation of air quality modelling results using typical emission scenarios when
required by Alberta’s air quality model guideline - Air and climate policy. Air policy (July 21, 2021) at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b11bc708-c604-43db-90bb-0fc2e8ea7b67/download/aep-aqmg-2021-clarification-interpretation-air-quality-modelling-results.pdf


AQMG 2021. Response to stakeholder comments, June 2021, at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/ac16f6d5-4cf0-4156-9b36-a45565b38257/download/aep-aqmg-2021-response-stakeholders-comments.pdf


• Guidance re: common Air Monitoring Directive questions. Updated on September 13, 2021.
This document provides guidance on common Air Monitoring Directive questions. Please note that the document
is updated frequently; users should use the online version of this document rather than referencing a downloaded
copy: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0d063d9c-5291-4af6-8e0f-8ddd8f87a1fd/resource/42b701e4-90ae-4cb4-9fd9-646fbd09cad7/download/amd-guidance-common-questions.pdf 
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ALBERTA Compliance reminder


• Revised Continuous Emissions Monitoring Code. Reminder: The revised Code will replace
the 1998 Code on January 1, 2022. A ‘Memo to Approval Holders’ has been released. Additional
information is available at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminder


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Province taking action to recycle more products
Reminder: On September 10, 2021, BC’s Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy
announced that electric-vehicle batteries, mattresses, single-use fuel canisters and fire extinguishers
are among the products that will be eligible for province-wide recycling as part of a five-year plan to
advance recycling in British Columbia.
Other items to be added to British Columbia’s Recycling Regulation and the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) strategy include more electronic products such as solar panels, more types of
lithium-ion batteries, electric-vehicle chargers and e-cigarettes.
Access the EPR Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


New guidelines help engineers, geoscientists to integrate natural asset management
Newly-published professional practice guidelines from the provincial regulator aim to ensure that
British Columbia’s engineering and geoscience professionals are considering natural asset
management in their planning and decision-making processes alongside their engineered green and
grey infrastructure, says the CEO of Engineers and Geoscientists BC.
The regulator also partnered with the Municipal Natural Assets Initiative (MNAI) to produce a
companion document that offers detailed guidance on how to effectively integrate natural assets into
asset management for local governments.
Natural assets such as urban green spaces, parks, wetlands and protected areas can provide
important stormwater management services, reduce flooding, offer recreation spaces, and buffer the
effect of extreme heat in urban settings. 
Access the Professional Practice Guidelines at:
https://www.egbc.ca/app/Practice-Resources/Individual-Practice/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMWZVWX2LETUSHVF3LMTH6M24ZLTN/Local%20Government%20Asset%20Management


Access Natural Assets Management Considerations for Engineering and Geoscience Professionals at: 
https://mnai.ca/media/2021/09/MNAI-EGBC-companion-guide-mar2021-104.pdf
Source/courtesy: Environmental Science & Engineering Magazine


*
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MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
On August 31, 2021, following the resignation of Premier Brian Pallister, the government caucus chose Deputy
Premier and Minister of Legislative and Public Affairs, Kelvin Goertzen, as the next premier.


MANITOBA - Announcements


September 3, 2021: Conservation Officer Service enforcement update
Reminder: Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development advises that conservation officers are
continuing enforcement to protect Manitoba’s natural resources including conducting compliance
checks for fisheries, addressing illegal hunting and supporting wildfire prevention and suppression.
Access more details at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52403&posted=2021-09-03


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Legislature
On August 17, 2021, premier-designate Tim Houston and his Progressive Conservatives achieved a provincial
election victory defeating former premier, Blaine Higgs, and the Liberal Party. There are no new updates for this
issue.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  - Announcements


Oil to Electric Rebate Program up and running
Reminder: On August 30, 2021, Bernard Davis, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, announced
that applications are now available for rebates under the new Oil to Electric Rebate Program.
As announced in Budget 2021, the Provincial Government has allocated $1 million for the program to
provide a rebate of up to $2,500 for homeowners to transition from oil to electricity. 
Full program criteria and applications are available from Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro at:
https://nlhydro.com/customer-service/energy-savings/oil-to-electric-rebate/


*
NOVA SCOTIA
There have been no new environment-related legislative developments since those reported in prior issues of
HSERA.


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
There were no new legislative developments since those reported in prior issues of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: September 17, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 652/21: Air Pollution - Discharges of SO2 from nickel smelting and refining facilities
in the Sudbury area
Application:
(1) This Regulation applies in respect of the Glencore Sudbury smelting facility on and after January 1,
2022, except for: (a) sections 4 and 5 which apply on and after July 1, 2024; and (b) section 15 which
applies on and after January 1, 2023.
(2) This Regulation applies in respect of the Vale Sudbury smelting facility on and after July 1, 2023,
except for sections 4 and 5 which apply on and after July 1, 2025.
(3) This Regulation applies in respect of the Vale Sudbury refining facility on and after July 1, 2023,
except for: (a) section 4 which applies on and after July 1, 2026; and (b) section 5 which applies on
and after July 1, 2025.
Access the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21652
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices (continued)
Published on e-Laws: September 17, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 653/21: Air Pollution - Local Air Quality - amendments exempt discharges of SO2
from designated nickel smelting and refining facilities
Section 5 of Ontario Regulation 419/05 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(2) Part II of this Regulation, except for sections 24, 24.1 and 27.1, does not apply to discharges of sulphur dioxide from a
facility referred to in section 2 of Ontario Regulation 652/21 (Air Pollution - Discharge of Sulphur Dioxide from Nickel
Smelting and Refining Facilities in the Sudbury Area) made under the Act on and after the date on which that Regulation
first applies to the facility.


Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21653


Published on e-Laws: September 17, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 651/21: New Agency to streamline authorizations for certain activities that impact
species at risk
On September 16, 2021, O. Reg. 651/21 (Agency) was filed under the provincial Endangered Species
Act (ESA). This new regulation established a new provincial agency, the Species Conservation Action
Agency (the Agency), to administer the Species at Risk Conservation Fund and to streamline
authorizations for certain activities that impact species at risk. 
This regulation augments provisions related to the Agency that were added to the ESA in 2019 and
prescribes rules for the Agency’s operations, the composition of its board of directors, and sets
additional terms and conditions on how the Agency will administer the Fund.
Access O.Reg. 561/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21651


Published on e-Laws: September 17, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 656/21: Five-year report by Species Conservation Action Agency 
On September 17, 2021, O. Reg. 656/21 (Five-year Report by Agency) was filed. This new Minister’s
regulation under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) sets out the required content of the five-year report
that the ESA requires the Species Conservation Action Agency (the Agency), to provide to the Minister
following the fifth anniversary of the day the Agency is established by regulation, and every five years
thereafter. Access O. Reg. 656/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21656


The Ontario Gazette: September 18, 2021:
O. Reg. 636/21: Fees imposed for dealing with requests for information related to properties 
Filed September 3, 2021 under Ministry of the Environment Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.24, the regulation
establishes a fee of $65 to be paid to the Ministry of the Environment by a person who requests a statement
containing information about the existence of records in the custody or under the control of the Ministry that
are related to a property. Access O.Reg. 636/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21636


ONTARIO Compliance alerts 


Blue Box Registration and reporting deadlines
Reminder: Blue Box Registration and reporting is now open. Under the Blue Box Regulation, producers
must complete their Registration Form and email it as an attachment to registry@rpra.ca by October 1,
2021. More information on producers’ obligations were provided in the September 16, 2021 edition of
EHSRA.
For more information on who is obligated as a producer, visit the RPRA website at:
https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/regulation/producers/
Access more information on 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf
Municipal reporting under the Blue Box Regulation: 
Municipal reporting is now open and is being facilitated through two reports: the Initial Report and the
Transition Report. All municipalities and local services board areas were required to submit the Initial
Report to the Authority by September 30, 2021. Municipalities must complete their reporting forms and
email them as attachments to registry@rpra.ca by the appropriate deadline(s).
More information on reporting forms and deadlines is provided at: 
https://rpra.ca/2021/08/municipal-reporting-under-the-blue-box-regulation-now-open/
Access presentation slides from RPRA’s webinar focused on Blue Box producer requirements at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Blue-Box-for-Producer_August-18-2021_Final.pdf
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ONTARIO Consultations


Provide feedback on RPRA's proposed 2022 fees for new excess soils registry  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed 2022 Registry
fees for excess soil. These are fees that registry users pay to cover the Authority’s costs for building,
maintaining and operating the Excess Soil Registry.
• How to take part in the consultation: Excess Soil Registry users and other interested stakeholders


are invited to one of the following two webinars to learn about the methodology and assumptions used
to calculate the proposed fees and to provide feedback:
Register for webinar 1 on October 13 from 11 am – 12 pm at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sZX7VzSkTY6spc4xfW9d_w
Register for webinar 2 on October 14 from 2 pm – 3 pm at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_roa-tkv7TcmnThYHnIeZJA
The same information will be presented at each webinar.
Stakeholders are also invited to submit their feedback by email via Consultations@rpra.ca.
All feedback must be received by the Authority on or before November 12, 2021.
Direct questions related to the Excess Soil Regulation to the ministry at: MECP.LandPolicy@ontario.ca
Find out more about the consultation process at:
https://rpra.ca/consultations/current-consultations/proposed-2022-registry-fees-for-excess-soil/


Soil Registry FQA:


• When will fees for the Excess Soil Registry be charged? RPRA says the registry will open for the
regulated community to begin filing notices in December 2021. Fees are charged upon completion of
the initial notice filing, whether it’s a Project Area Notice, Reuse Site Notice, or Residential
Development Soil Depot Notice. For Project Area and Reuse Area Notices, there may be a fee
charged at the final filing (close-out), depending on whether the volume of soil generated or accepted
has increased from what was reported in the initial notice filing.
• When will notice filings be required? There are three types of notice filings that need to be made 


through the Excess Soil Registry:
- Notice filings for Residential Development Soil Depots can be made by an Owner, Operator, or


Authorized Person. This notice will be required before excess soil is deposited on a Residential
Development Soil Depot Site if the depot commences operation on or after January 1, 2022.  If the
depot was already in operation when the requirement to file a notice comes into effect, the notice
should be filed ahead of January 1, 2022.
- Notice filings for Reuse Sites can be made by a Site Owner, Operator, or an Authorized Person.


These will be required starting January 1, 2022, and apply to a Reuse Site that expects at least 10,000
m3 of excess soil to be deposited after January 1, 2022 (including Reuse Sites that were in operation
before that date).
- Notice filings regarding excess soil from project areas can be made by a project leader or


authorized person and may require retaining a Qualified Person. These notices will be required from
January 1, 2022, before soil that will become excess soil is removed from the project area.
Find out more about notice filing requirements at:
https://rpra.ca/faq/?faq_id=16001&faq_program=112#faq-16001


Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of the
Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


Related resources: Qualified Persons Community of Ontario launches sub-committees. QPCO has now launched 
sub-committees around excess soils, RSCs, and risk assessment. Join the community, or find a QP at: https://qpco.ca


A new Canadian Urban Institute tool provides examples of by-law language and guidance for Ontario municipalities to use in
creating or updating key sections of these by-laws.  Access at: https://www.excesssoils.com
The Protocol for Analytical Methods Used in the Assessment of Properties under Part XV.1 of the Environmental 
Protection Act, updated on July 1, 2021, is incorporated in Ontario Regulation 153/04 Records of Site Condition. It provides 
specific requirements for laboratory sample submission, analysis and data reporting. Access the amended Protocol at:
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1006/3-6-12-protocol-for-analytical-methods-en.pdf
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Automated Vehicles Pilot Project
# 019-4400; posted by the Ministry of Transportation on September 29, 2021. Comment deadline:November 13, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is soliciting public comment on proposed amendments to the Ontario
Regulation 306/15: Pilot Project - Automated Vehicles and related amendments to Revised Regulations of
Ontario 1990, Regulation 628: Vehicle Permits.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4400


• Changes to Net Metering Regulation to Support Community-Based Energy Systems
#019-2531; decision posted  by the Ministry of Energy on September 28, 2021
On September 28, 2021 Ontario filed O. Reg. 679/21, Community Net Metering Projects, and other
consequential amendments to provide a framework for community net metering (CNM) and authorize the
West Five development as a CNM demonstration project. The new regulation will support innovation and
learning for community-based energy systems in Ontario. 
Access the ERO Posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2531


• Amendments to Ontario Regulation 242/08 (General Regulation – Endangered Species
Act, 2007) relating to upcoming changes to the Species at Risk in Ontario List
# 019-4280; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 7, 2021
This proposed change supports proponents in undertaking actions that are beneficial for species at risk
more quickly, as they allow certain activities to proceed without the need to obtain an ESA permit, while still
maintaining protections for species at risk. Proponents conducting activities that are eligible for conditional
exemptions would continue to need to register their activity with the ministry (where required); and be
required to minimize adverse effects to the species and complete required monitoring and reporting
requirements as applicable. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4280


• Minister’s Order for temporary suspension of protection upon the listing of Black Ash
under the Endangered Species Act
# 019-4278; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 7, 2021
The Ministry is proposing a Minister’s regulation to temporarily pause the protections for Black Ash under
the Endangered Species Act, for two years from the time it is added to the Species at Risk in Ontario List
regulation. This would allow time to develop an approach to support Black Ash protection and recovery that
considers social and economic impacts.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4278


• Administrative Penalties Regulation made the Resource Recovery and Circular
Economy Act, 2016
#019-0045; Proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 17, 2021. 
Comment deadline: November 1, 2021 
The government is proposing a new administrative penalties regulation to help ensure that producers,
manufacturers and importers of tires, batteries, electrical and electronic equipment, blue box materials and
hazardous and special products comply with requirements for the collection and end-of-life management of
the materials they supply in Ontario. The proposed administrative penalties regulation establishes:
• a procedure for the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority to issue an order to pay an 
administrative penalty for non-compliance with specified provisions of five regulations listed under the 
Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016. 


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0045. 


• Hazardous Waste Digital Reporting Service Modernization
# 019-2332; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 18, 2021. Comment deadline:Nov. 2, 2020
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. Access ERO posting at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2332


• Proposal to amend the Food and Organic Waste Policy Statement
# 019-2331; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. The amendments would clarify and expand the
categories of food and organic waste and update direction on the management of compostable products
and packaging. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2498


- 11 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, October 2, 2021







ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Hazardous Waste Fee Exemption Framework
# 019-2331; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. This new regulation would require the Resource
Productivity & Recovery Authority to consider certain fee exemptions when setting fees to recover
Hazardous Waste program costs. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2331


• Discussion paper on reducing litter and waste in our communities
# 013-4689; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered.
The discussion paper expands upon commitments in Preserving and Protecting our Environment for Future
Generations: A Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan which poses questions that will help guide future
decision-making to divert more waste from landfill. Access the ERO Notice at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-4689


• Regulatory Amendments to the Modernizing Ontario for People and Businesses Act, 2020
#21-MEDJCT016; Proposal posted on the Regulatory Register on September 14, 2021 by the Ministry of Economic Development.
Comment deadline: October 29, 2021
The Ministry is proposing a regulatory amendment to the Modernizing Ontario for People and Businesses
Act, 2020 (MOPBA) that will remove the exemptions from electronic submission of documents applying to
the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) under requirements within the
Environmental Assessment Act,1990. Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=4_6iPIw0xvfiOLTB7gQalM9?language=en&postingId=38867


• Proposed Amendment to Ontario Regulation 53/05 (Payments under Section 78.1 of
the Act), to be made under the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998
#21-ENDM018;; Proposal posted on the Regulatory Register on September 14, 2021 by the Ministry of  Energy. 
Comment deadline: October 14, 2021
The Ministry of Energy is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 53/05 to include the Darlington SMR
project as a regulated facility prescribed within the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998. This would allow OPG
to recover incurred costs of the Darlington Small Modular Reactor (SMR) project from electricity ratepayers
under the oversight of the OEB. Access the Regulatory Register posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=4_6iPIw0xvfiOLTB7gQalM9?language=en&postingId=38847


• Modernizing Ontario’s Vehicle Inspection Program & Integrating Safety and Emissions
Inspections for Commercial Vehicles
# 013-4689; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transport on September 8, 2021. Comment deadline: October 23, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation is proposing to introduce new regulatory requirements for garages and
technicians to participate in a Vehicle Inspection Program, replacing the Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
(MVIS) program. Changes will integrate safety and emission standards and move on-road vehicle emission
standards to the Highway Traffic Act. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4277 


• Regulatory proposal for province-wide implementation of Green Button
# 019-2564; decision posted  by the Ministry of Energy on September 16, 2021
The Ministry gives notice that it has established a regulation to require electricity and natural gas
distributors to implement Green Button Download My Data (DMD) and Connect My Data (CMD).
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2564


ONTARIO Law and Due Diligence


Divisional Court Confirms Environmental Significance Of Ministerial Zoning Orders And
Importance Of Consultation Under The Environmental Bill Of Rights, 1993 
by Talia Gordner, Annik Forristal and Kailey Sutton; McMillan LLP; September 15, 2021
Abstract: On September 3, 2021, the Ontario Divisional Court released its unanimous decision in
Greenpeace on two applications for judicial review brought by environmental advocacy organizations
and others challenging the alleged failure of Ministers of the Ontario government to conduct public
consultations in accordance with the Environmental Bill of Rights (EBR) before the enactment of the
COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act, 2020 ("CERA"). 
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ONTARIO Law and Due Diligence (continued)


While the Court dismissed the majority of the applicants' challenges, it granted the applicants
declaratory relief in one respect: the Court confirmed the unreasonableness of the failure of the
Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing (the "MMAH") to comply with the EBR requirements
for posting the proposed amendments to the Planning Act respecting MZOs on the Environmental
Registry ("ERO") for public consultation prior to its implementation.
This analysis focuses on the Divisional Court's decision with respect to MZOs and their potential
environmental significance pursuant to the EBR.
Take-away: The decision of the Divisional Court in Greenpeace confirms the potentially significant
impacts that MZOs can have on the environment, and further confirms the importance of public
consultation by the Ministry when proposing amendments to such potentially impactful legislation.
Access the full text of this article at:
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/divisional-court-confirms-environmental-significance-of-ministerial-zoning-orders-and-importance-of-consultation-under-the-environmental-bill-of-rights-1993/


*


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature - The are no new legislative developments for this issue.


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021.


QUEBEC Gazette notices


September 22, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Mandatory reporting of certain emissions of contaminants into the atmosphere  
The draft Regulation updates the tables concerning high heat value by fuel type, emission factors by
fuel type and default greenhouse gas emission factors for Canadian provinces and certain North
American markets. It also makes minor adjustments to the information to be provided regarding the
communication of the greenhouse gas emissions report for 2021.
Access details in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105275.pdf


Order assigns protection to a maritime territory situated in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
The Order assigns temporary protection status to a maritime territory situated in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, in the Gaspésie‒Îles-de-la-Madeleine region, as Réserve aquatique projetée du Banc-des-
Américains, and establishment of the plan and the conservation plan of that area. Access the Gazette
Notice at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105276.pdf


September 15, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Temporary protection status assigned as Paysage humanisé projeté de L’Île-Bizard 
Reminder: A ”Temporary Protection Status” has been assigned to a territory situated in the Montréal
region, as Paysage humanisé projeté de L’Île-Bizard. Access Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105262.pdf


September 1, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft Fees Payable with Respect to the Environmental Authorization regime  
Reminder: The draft Regulation proposes fees payable by an applicant, for the issue, or amendment,
of an authorization relating to projects subject to any of the environmental impact assessment and
review procedures as well as the issue, amendment or renewal of a ministerial authorization.
It also proposes fees payable by an applicant, under the Environment Quality Act (chapter Q-2), for
the approval of a rehabilitation plan and the fees payable by anyone required to file a declaration of
compliance with the Minister in accordance with that Act. Access the Gazette Notice (p.3483) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105236.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly is adjourned. It is scheduled to reconvene on October 27, 2021.


SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices


Saskatchewan Gazette Part II, September 17, 2021
Representative Area Ecological Reserves Amendment Regulations, 2021. 
The amendment, which replaces Schedule 4 addressing the designation of ecological reserves and establishes
the Lobstick Lake Representative Area, took effect on September 9, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


Amendments to The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Regulation now in force
Amendments to The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Regulation took effect on September 9,
2021. The amendment replaces the land descriptions in item 142, 225, 297, 383, 921, 1401,1431, and 1437. 
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


The Environmental Management and Protection (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption)
Regulation adopts revised Hydrostatic Testing Chapter and updates ESA standard
The Environmental Management and Protection (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption)
Regulations, pursuant to The Environmental Management and Protection Act, 2010, is
amended as of September 9, 2021. The amendment stipulates that The Legislation Act applies
to the Code (it was formerly The Interpretation Act), adopts the revised Hydrostatic Testing Chapter, and replaces
the 2013 version of the Phase II Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Standard with the 2018 version.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


The Forest Resources Management (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption) Amendment
Regulations, 2021
The Forest Resources Management (Saskatchewan Environmental Code Adoption) Amendment Regulations,
2021, are in force as of September 9, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114850


SASKATCHEWAN - Announcements


Saskatchewan announces carbon capture priorities
Reminder: On September 7, 2021, Saskatchewan, Energy and Resources Minister, Bronwyn Eyre,
announced the provincial government’s key priorities to advance private sector investment in carbon
capture utilization and storage (CCUS). Access announcement at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/07/saskatchewan-announces-carbon-capture-utilization-and-storage-priorities


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Boards release updated guidance documents
The Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie Valley released upgraded guidance documents:
Guide to the Land Use Permitting Process and Guide to the Water Licensing Process. Both
documents and various forms can be accessed at:
https://mvlwb.com/lwbsrelease-updated-guidance-documents.


Consultations on Wek'èezhìi Interim Boreal Caribou Range Plan
Reminder: On August 18, 2021, the NT government announced a draft interim range plan for boreal
caribou in the Wek’èezhı̀ı region. Access details and related consultation at: 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/have-your-say-wekeezhii-interim-boreal-caribou-range-plan
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THE TERRITORIES (continued)


Study on impacts of permafrost thaw released
Researchers at the Northwest Territories Geological Survey and the NWT Centre for Geomatics
released a study on the downstream impacts of permafrost thaw. The research article is available
at: https://tc.copernicus.org/articles/15/3059/2021/. 


Nunavut 
The Legislative Assembly will be dissolved on September 19, 2021 and a general election will be held on
October 25, 2021.


Deadline on consultations on updated Draft Land Use Plan extended
The Nunavut Planning Commission recently released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which sets out
guidelines for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area. The deadline on written
submissions on the draft plan was recently extended to October 8, 2021.
The Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*


Energy and environment


ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to March 31, 2022
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for grant period
#4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has again been extended to March 31, 2022, or
until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


Alberta Energy inviting expressions of Interest for Carbon Sequestration Tenure Management
Reminder: On September 9, 2021, Alberta Energy issued a bulletin declaring that a Request for
Expressions of Interest (REOI) in Alberta Energy’s process for carbon sequestration tenure management
is now open. 
Access more information at: https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx.  
Questions related to the carbon sequestration tenure management competitive process can be emailed
directly to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca.
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ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees Rules
Updated September 20, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees Rules enable the
Alberta Energy Regulator to issue and collect administration fees from operators in the oil and gas,
coal and oil sands sectors to fund the Regulator’s operations. They are authorized by the Responsible
Energy Development Act. Access the Rules at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2019_070


Background: The Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees Rules enable the Alberta Energy Regulator to issue and
collect administration fees from operators in the oil and gas, coal and oil sands sectors to fund the Regulator’s operations.
They are authorized by the Responsible Energy Development Act. Access the Rules at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2019_070.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779826421


• Bulletin 2021-37 2021/22 AER Administration Fees (Industry Levy)
On September 23, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) board of directors approved the following
changes for the 2021/22 administration fees:
- Allocate the levy using a three-year rolling average based on the AER staff effort by sector (oil and gas, oil      
sands, and coal). This is a change from basing allocations on AER staff effort spent supporting each sector 
using only the previous calendar year.


- Revise the oil and gas sector rate table as follows:
- Add two new production classes for wells producing over 8000 m3/year.  
- Apply a revised base fee for each production class.
- Add inactive oil and gas wells to the oil and gas sector levy. A $42 fee per inactive well will be 
charged before applying the adjustment factor.


These changes were announced in early September by the AER in Bulletin 2021-35, released on
September 7, 2021 and detailed in the September 16 edition of EHSRA. Access bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-35


• Bulletin 2021-36 Stress Corrosion Cracking on Insulated High-Temperature Pipelines
On September 14, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) noted that there have been a number of
pipeline incidents over the past five years resulting from a form of stress-corrosion cracking on high-
temperature carbon steel surface pipelines.
The Regulator directs licensees to consider the risk of stress corrosion cracking as part of their integrity
management programs and recommends licensees do the following:
- Conduct an engineering assessment to determine whether the insulated pipelines are susceptible to 
stress corrosion cracking and what portions could be susceptible to failure.


- Inspect pipelines that may be at risk. If there is a potential that the insulation is wet, select representative 
locations on the pipeline and conduct investigative inspections to identify corrective actions.


- Evaluate and repair potential defects according to CSA Z662-19 clauses 10.10 and 10.10.5.
- Consider replacing old cladding and incorporate new cladding designs and techniques into pipeline 
construction practices to help prevent moisture from accumulating.  


- Review leak detection programs, including right-of-way inspection, and adjust as necessary.
- Report any leak and rupture incidents to the AER as per standard reporting requirements.
- Advise the local AER field centre of insulated pipelines with stress corrosion cracking, even if they are not
leaking, and adjust inspection and leak detection programs in response to findings.


The Pipeline Rules require licensees to follow the requirements contained in Canadian Standards
Association (CSA) Z662-19: Oil and Gas Pipeline Systems.
Access Bulletin 2021-36 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-36


• Bulletin 2021-34 New Edition of Directive 040
Reminder: On September 2, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a new edition of
Directive 040: Pressure and Deliverability Testing Oil and Gas Wells. Access Directive 040 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-040


• Bulletin 2021-33 Revised Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code. 
Reminder: On January 1, 2022, an updated Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code
will take effect. Licensees seeking authorization to deviate from requirements in the 2021 CEMS code
should contact the appropriate AER Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) approval
coordinator to request an authorization to deviate before the 2021 code takes effect. The revised 2021
CEMS code and supplementary information are provided on the AEP CEMS webpage at:
https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.
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ALBERTA Enforcement


Notice of noncompliance points to failure to implement internal corrosion mitigation
measures on pipeline
On September 10, 2021, the AER issued Notice of Noncompliance to New North Resources Ltd. 
The Notice itemized the following:
• Failure to conduct and suitability document internal corrosion mitigation procedures annually, and 
failing to maintain and provide records to the AER on request.


• Failure to implement and maintain one or more methods to mitigate the likelihood of failure associated 
with a pipeline considered to be susceptible to internal corrosion.


• Failure to monitor the effectiveness of the company’s internal corrosion control programs.
• Failure to perform engineering assessment on a pipeline after an extended period of non-use and 
before resumption of services.


• Improper installation and setting of pressure-control systems designed to prevent a pipeline from 
exceeding Maximum Operating Pressure (MOP).


The licensee is expected to submit confirmation through the AER’s Digital Data Submission system
when the noncompliance has been corrected and to develop, implement, and submit a plan to address
the noncompliance and prevent future occurrences.
To access AER enforcement records, visit the AER Compliance Dashboard website at:
https://www1.aer.ca/ComplianceDashboard/index.html


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins 
(INDB 2021-27) Emergency Management Reg. sets new rules for pipelines and facilities
On September 29, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that amendments to the Emergency Management
Regulation (EMR) are now in effect. The amendments stipulate:
• A full-scale exercise must be conducted before the start-up for a new facility or transmission pipeline.
• When the Commission evaluates an exercise, it can require specific follow-up action.
• Information relating to an emergency response plan is required to be provided to local Indigenous


nations, including consideration of any cultural sites likely to be used by their members.
• The determination of Emergency Planning Zones is updated to provide more flexibility in calculating


the hazard planning distances for special sour and acid gas wells.
• Airport operators must be provided information relating to an emergency response plan and must have


their contact information included in an emergency response plan.
• Updates to spill reporting requirements to address recent changes to the Spill Reporting Regulation


under the Environmental Management Act.
• Enhancements to clarify timelines required to report emergencies, the obligation to respond in


accordance with the emergency response plan and incident classification matrix.
The Commission is preparing updates to the existing Emergency Management Manual, which will be
published shortly. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/emergency-management-regulation-amendments-indb-2021-27/


(INDB 2021-26) Transfer of Permit Applications Submission Change
Reminder: Effective October 5, 2021, the third phase of its program to digitize applications in
eSubmission will be completed when Permit Transfer Application forms and schedules will be replaced
by the new system. 
The Commission’s Permit Operations and Administration manual and eSubmission User Guide is being
updated to reflect these changes. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/transfer-of-permit-applications-submission-change-indb-2021-26/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins (continued)


(INDB 2021-25) Updates to the Northeast Water Tool (NEWT) launched
Reminder: The BC Oil and Gas Commission recently published an update to the Northeast Water Tool
(NEWT). For more information, access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-northeast-water-tool-newt-launched-indb-2021-25/
For information on how water use is regulated in BC’s oil and gas industry visit the OGC’s Water
Information page at: https://www.bcogc.ca/data-reports/data-tools/
The Northeast Water Tool can be found at: water.bcogc.ca.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: Targeted engagement sessions on a new guidance document (Reclamation Guidance for
the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species) started in September 2021. The purpose of the guidance is to
implement changes as part of the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. Access at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


(NR 2021-05) Carr appointed new CEO and Commissioner at BC Oil and Gas Commission
On September 22, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that Michelle Carr has been
appointed its new CEO and Commissioner, effective November 15, 2021. Ms. Carr comes to the
Commission from the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation (EMLI), where she has
been Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM) of the LNG Canada Implementation Secretariat since October
2018. Carr also spent almost four years as ADM and Executive Lead with BC’s Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO). Access release at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-ceo-and-commissioner-at-bc-oil-and-gas-commission-nr-2021-05/


*


SASKATCHEWAN -  Announcements


Saskatchewan Welcomes Completion of Line 3 Replacement Project
On September 29, 2021, Saskatchewan acknowledged the completion of the Enbridge Line 3
replacement pipeline, which stretches from Alberta, through Saskatchewan and Manitoba, to Wisconsin.
The current capacity of Enbridge's Mainline system is approximately 2.9 million barrels per day. Once
Line 3 is in service, it will be able to transport roughly 3.2 million barrels per day, an increase of
approximately 300,000 barrels per day, from western Canada to refineries in the US.
The 1,765 kilometre, Line 3 replacement pipeline is the largest project in Enbridge's history and includes
state-of-the-art technology and safety measures. The completion of the project provides restored
capacity of 760,000 barrels per day for shippers.
The Saskatchewan oil and gas sector accounts for 15 per cent of Saskatchewan's GDP. It generated
$5.9 billion in combined value of production in 2020 and more than 29,000 direct and indirect jobs in the
province.
Access the release at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/29/saskatchewan-welcomes-completion-of-line-3-replacement-project


Related item: The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources assessed a fine of $3.32 million against Enbridge Inc. over
construction of its Line 3 oil pipeline replacement. Additional information, including access to the Administrative Penalty Order and
Restoration Order, is available at: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/line3/index.html. 


SASKATCHEWAN -  Announcements
Saskatchewan announces carbon capture priorities
Reminder: On September 7, 2021, Saskatchewan announced the provincial government’s key
priorities to advance private sector investment in carbon capture utilization and storage (CCUS). Access
release at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/07/saskatchewan-announces-carbon-capture-utilization-and-storage-priorities


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
CCME standards - Soil and Groundwater Quality Guidelines


• Canadian Soil and Groundwater Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Environmental
and Human Health: Perfluorooctane Sulfonate (PFOS)
On September 23, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment posted The Canadian Soil and
Groundwater Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Environmental and Human Health: Perfluorooctane
Sulfonate (PFOS).
PFOS is an extremely stable anthropogenic compound present in significant quantities in many environmental
media. PFOS is present in numerous products such as firefighting foams, insecticides, coatings used for textiles
and paper, and cleaning products. It can be released directly into the environment as a result of its production, use
and disposal, or it may result indirectly from the biodegradation, photo oxidation, photolysis and hydrolysis of
precursor per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).
Access The guideline at: https://ccme.ca/en/res/pfosfactsheeten.pdf


• CCME Natural Infrastructure Framework: Key Concepts, Definitions and Terms 
The framework outlines key concepts and terms that address four distinct climate-related infrastructure
challenges: coastal hazards, riverine floods, municipal storm water, and extreme heat with the intent of
providing a common vocabulary for diverse users. The document is available at:
https://ccme.ca/en/res/niframework_en.pdf 


• Guidance Manual on Managing Air Emissions from Small Solid Biomass Combustors
Available at: https://ccme.ca/en/res/guidancemanualonmanagingairemissionsfromssbcs_en.pdf.


CSA standards


• Z23551-4 - Safety and control devices for gas burners and gas-burning appliances -
Particular requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, constructional and performance requirements of valve-proving systems
(VPS), intended for use with gas burners and gas-burning appliances.
Contact: jennifer.hess@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: October 24, 2021. Access more


details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4305


• Z23350 - Safety and control devices for gas and/or oil burners and appliances – General
requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, construction, performance and testing requirements for controls for gas burners
and gas burning appliances for use with natural gas, manufactured gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).
This document applies to controls for use at maximum operating pressures up to and including 500 kPa. 
Review closing date: October 26, 2021. Access at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4307


CSA standards - Nuclear energy standards
Reminder: The following nuclear energy related standards were recently listed in the Energy section of CSA’s
public review pages:
• N292.7 - Deep geological disposal of radioactive waste and irradiated fuel (New Standard).
• N292.7 - Disposal in deep geological formations of radioactive waste and spent fuel (New standard).
• N289.4 - Testing procedures for seismic qualification of nuclear power plant structures and systems, (New).
• N289.4 - Seismic qualification test procedures for structures, systems and components of nuclear power


plants (New edition).
Details of the above, along with related links, are posted at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/004?pageNum=1&pageSize=20&sort=expiryDate&ascending=True
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Workplace environment health and
safety report
FEDERAL Legislature
On August 16, 2021, Parliament was dissolved and a proclamation issued for the House of Commons to meet on
October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


September 25, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 39
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
Among other things, under Section 3: 


“Vaccination
(3) A private operator or air carrier operating a flight to Canada departing from any other country must notify every person
before the person boards the aircraft for the flight that they may be required, under an order made under section 58 of the
Quarantine Act, to provide, before boarding the aircraft or before entering Canada, to the Minister of Health, a screening
officer or a quarantine officer, by the electronic means specified by that Minister, information related to their COVID-19
vaccination and evidence of COVID-19 vaccination. The private operator or air carrier must also notify every person that they
may be denied boarding and may be liable to a fine if this requirement applies to them and they fail to comply with it.”.


The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 38, made
on August 28, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel - recap
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Prohibition of Entry into Canada from any Country Other than the United States): This Order
continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals if they have COVID-19, have reasonable grounds to
suspect they have COVID-19 or are exhibiting signs and symptoms of COVID-19, subject to certain
narrow exceptions. This Order will be in effect until November 21, 2021.


Access at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States)
This Order continues to prohibit foreign nationals from entering Canada from the United States if they
fail to meet the pre-arrival testing obligations under the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19
in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation, and Other Obligations), subject to some exceptions. This
Order also continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals arriving from the US if they have COVID-19,
have reasonable grounds to suspect they have COVID-19 or are exhibiting signs and symptoms of
COVID-19, subject to certain narrow exceptions. The new Order expires on November 21, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations). This Order continues to require all persons who enter Canada, whether by air, land, or
sea, to provide accurate contact information for the first 14 days in Canada, and to answer questions
to determine if they have signs or symptoms of COVID-19. The Order maintains all requirements for
all unvaccinated travellers to have a negative COVID-19 molecular test result before entering Canada
(or proof of prior infection), to undergo testing when entering and once again later in the 14-day post-
entry period, and to quarantine upon entry to Canada, subject to limited exceptions. Under this Order,
the mandatory traveller declarations on vaccination status, proof of vaccination, and testing
requirements for fully vaccinated persons remain. The Order expires on November 21, 2021. Access
Gazette Notice at:  https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db2
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FEDERAL Recap of recent federal OH&S-related regulations


COHS Regs enhance protections for workers in confined spaces now in effect
Reminder: New regulatory amendments, replacing Part XI of the Canada Occupational Health and
Safety Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces in federally-regulated facilities, took effect on
October 1, 2021. For details, see previous issues of EHSRA. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html


Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations
Reminder: The Regulations, which will come into force on January 7, 2023, will require, among other
things, that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly according to specific
test methods to ensure they meet emission limits. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources 


10 Ways to support workplace mental health 
The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) recently posted the following ten
ways whereby managers can encourage positive mental health as part of a comprehensive workplace
health and safety program:
• Encourage active participation and decision making.
• Clearly define employees’ duties and responsibilities.
• Promote work-life balance with your employees.
• Model respectful behaviours in your organization.
• Manage workloads of your employees.
• Provide continuous learning opportunities to help employees develop and grow.
• Have conflict resolution practices in place.
• Recognize employees’ contributions to help them feel valued and fulfilled.
• Develop a policy statement that shows your organization’s commitment to positive mental health.
Include mental health in your workplace health and safety committee mandate.


Source: CCOHS at:
https://www.ccohs.ca//newsletters/hsreport/issues/current.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=HSReport_September2021_English&utm_source=Envoke-HS-REPORT_ENGLISH&utm_term=Health-and-Safety-Report-%7C-Vol


*
ALBERTA  Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


ALBERTA Announcements


OHS Act And OHS Code changes postponed until “late 2021”
Reminder: The Alberta government recently announced that proposed changes to the Occupational
Health and Safety Act together with consequential changes to the Occupational Health and Safety
Code, originally introduced under Bill 47, and expected to come into force on September 1, 2021, have
now been postponed until “late 2021”. The new date will likely be announced in the coming weeks.
Among other things, Bill 47 will amend provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act by:
• removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites


with multiple employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;
• allowing occupational health and safety officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before


starting an investigation;
• clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents;
• clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals; and
• incorporating radiation protection laws, currently under the Radiation Protection Act into the


Occupational Health and Safety Act.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills
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ALBERTA Announcements


Government announces additional restrictions, work from home mandate and new
restriction exemption program
On September 15, 2021, the Alberta Government announced additional restrictions in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. These measures include an immediate work from home mandate, a series of
restrictions on businesses, and the introduction of a Restriction Exemption Program (the “REP”).
The following measures took effect on September 16:


• mandatory work-from-home measures are in place for workplaces unless the employer has  
determined a physical presence is required for operational effectiveness.


Restrictions Exemption Program
Beginning September 20, 2021, vaccine-eligible individuals are required to provide government-issued
proof of immunization or a negative privately paid COVID-19 test from within the previous 72 hours to
access a variety of participating social, recreational and discretionary events and businesses
throughout the province. To enter certain spaces that are participating in the program, including
restaurants, bars and indoor organized events, people aged 12 and older will be required to show their
proof of vaccination or a negative recent test result.
Eligible businesses must comply with one of the following two options, either:
• implement the Province’s REP, or
• follow additional operational and capacity restrictions.
Access Alberta government release: 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=79835371972F5-959C-11E8-8A4B6C2B5B2084EB


City of Calgary Passes COVID-19 Vaccine Bylaw
On September 22, 2021, City of Calgary councilors voted to pass a Bylaw that immediately stipulates
that a person must not enter or remain in the premises of an eligible business, unless the person
provides personal identification and one of the following to the operator or proprietor of the eligible
business: 
(a) proof of vaccination; 
(b) proof of a negative COVID-19 test result from a sample that is taken within the prior 72 hours; or 
(c) an original vaccine medical exception letter.
With regard to signage, an operator or proprietor of an eligible business must prominently display a sign
in a location that is visible to a person immediately upon entering the eligible business. This sign must
be in the form outlined by the Bylaw, or be substantially similar.
Access the Bylaw at: https://www.calgary.ca/csps/cema/covid19/safety/COVID-19-vaccine-bylaw.html


ALBERTA Law and due diligence


Do I Have The Right To Have My Lawyer Present When Being Interviewed By OHS
Officers?
by David G. Myrol; McLennan Ross LLP; September 28, 2021.
Abstract: A recent decision by the Alberta Labour Relations Board, File No. OHS2020-17 (Volker
Stevin case), upholds a regulatory procedure in Alberta prohibiting legal counsel from being present
during an interview compelled by Occupational Health and Safety Officers (OHS Officers) investigating
a serious workplace incident.
This article analyzes the Volker Stevin case and offers some insights into the rights of employees when
being interviewed by OHS officers.
Access the article at:
https://mross.com/law/Firm/Publications/Email_Alerts/Do_I_Have_the_Right_To_Have_My_Lawyer_Present_When_Being_Interviewed_by_OHS_Officers_.cid2794


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


New regulatory requirements for pesticides, safety headgear, high-visibility apparel, and
mobile equipment now in effect 
Reminder: On September 1, 2021, the following amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Regulation took effect:
• Pesticides (Part 6)


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-6?lang=en


• Safety headgear (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8-safety-headgear?lang=en


• High-visibility apparel (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8?lang=en


• Mobile equipment (Part 16)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-16?lang=en


An overview document with more information about these amendments is available at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/act-amendments/overview-changes-occupational-health-safety-regulation-sept-21?lang=en


Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective December 1, 2021,
address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
Reminder: At its May 2021 meeting, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the following
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation:
Part 21, Blasting: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Strikethrough versions of the amendments can be accessed through the links above.  
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to accommodate the above Parts. Access more details at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0207_2021


Miscellaneous amendments to OH&S Regulation to take effect December 1
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to apply new, or revised sections, dealing with, among other things:
• definitions of flammable and combustible liquids;
• bonding or grounding of containers;
• radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure;
• definitions, risk assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" 
around work sites and “training control persons” (see below);


• the duty to ensure competence in those operating or supervising a person who operates a 
concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace; and


• cargo securement standards related to the loading and transportation of logs.
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


BC Consultations


Proposed amendments to OHS rules governing first aid and tower crane safety
Reminder: WorkSafeBC recently issued a call for feedback regarding the following proposed
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation:
• Part 3, Minimum Levels of First Aid; and
• Parts 14 and 19, Inconsistent Crane Misadventure and Zone Limiting Devices in Tower Cranes.
View the proposed regulatory amendments and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-oct-8-21


Feedback will be accepted until October 8, 2021.
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BC Consultations (continued)


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status for stakeholder comment.
“Workplace status” refers to whether someone is an employer, worker, or independent operator. A
person’s status defines the rights and responsibilities the person has under the Workers
Compensation Act, including compulsory coverage for workers, and obligations of employers to pay
assessments into the accident fund. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide
feedback, can be found at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC introduces proof of vaccination requirement and reinstates mask mandate
On August 23, 2021, British Columbia’s Public Health Officer (PHO) announced that individuals 12
years and older will need to show proof of vaccination to access certain discretionary events, services
and businesses, such as indoor and outdoor restaurants, indoor ticketed or organized events, and
recreation facilities. Affected businesses will be responsible for requesting proof of vaccination and valid
government ID from individuals prior to entry. 
By October 24, 2021, individuals must be fully vaccinated. Proof of vaccination is a temporary measure
that is set to end on January 31, 2022, subject to extensions.
• Vaccine Card:


Individuals will be able to show proof of vaccination via their smartphone using the BC vaccine card
website, which was available from September 13, 2021. Through this website, individuals will be able
to confidentially access their proof of vaccination and save a copy of it to their smart phone. A paper
option will also be available.
• Out of province visitors:


Visitors from other Canadian provinces and territories must show their official provincially- or
territorially-recognized vaccine record and valid government ID from the same province or territory.
International visitors to BC must show the proof of vaccination that they used to enter Canada and
their passport.
• Mandatory Masks:


On August 24, 2021, the PHO reintroduced a province-wide mandatory mask mandate. Effective
August 25, 2021, individuals 12 years and older must wear masks in all public indoor settings. This
mandatory mask mandate will be reassessed mid-October, 2021.


Access full details at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/vaccinecard.html


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


Planning work around high-voltage equipment? “Plan for 10.”
Work near high-voltage electrical equipment or conductors must be carefully planned and carried out to
prevent worker contact with electricity. Ensure workers, materials, and equipment are a minimum of 10
feet (3 metres) from high-voltage lines. Find out what employers and workers need to know at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/campaigns/planning-work-around-high-voltage-equipment?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hsenews0922&utm_content=plan-for-10-cta


Prepare now for winter driving
Find resources and tips at: https://shiftintowinter.ca


BRITISH COLUMBIA Law and due diligence


The New Normal: Remote Work Policies Following the COVID-19 Pandemic
By Overholt Law; September 29, 2021
Abstract: Adopting a Remote Work Policy may have substantial implications for both employers and
employees. This analysis outlines employers’ legal responsibilities should they choose to implement a
Remote Work Policy in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Access at: www.overholtlawyers.com


*
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MANITOBA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021. 


Reminder: As reported previously in EHSRA, Workplace Safety and Health Act: S.M. 2021, c. 16
amends the Act so that a discriminatory action is now referred to as a reprisal; the position of the
chief prevention officer is eliminated; a referral for a reprisal must now be made to a safety and
health officer within six months after the date of the alleged reprisal; an appeal of a decision made by
a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious, or,
in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and, maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021. 


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this edition.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. 


NOVA SCOTIA - Announcements
Phase 5 Starting with cautious approach  
Starting October 4, 2021, proof of full vaccination will be required for people who are 12 and older to
participate in discretionary, non-essential events and activities that gather people together, such as
going to restaurants, movies, sports events, theatre performances, social events and the gym.
The proof of full vaccination protocol and resources for businesses and organizations where it applies
are available at: http://novascotia.ca/POV


*


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: September 14, 2021; printed in The Ontario Gazette: October 2, 2021 
O. Reg. 645/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 364/20 is amended by adding the following section:
Proof of vaccination


2.1 (1) The person responsible for a business or an organization described in subsection (2) that is open shall require each
patron who enters an area of the premises of the business or organization that is described in that subsection to provide, at
the point of entry, proof of identification and of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19 […]


Subsection (1) applies with respect to areas of the premises of businesses and organizations listed
under this section of the regulation.


For information on determining the nature and contents of a vaccination policy, consult Fasken LLP’s
list of things to consider when creating and implementing a workplace vaccine policy at:
https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/2021/08/24-creating-a-workplace-mandatory-vaccination-policy
Access the regulation, now in effect, at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21645


Related item: Infectious Disease Emergency Leave Extended To January 1, 2022
On September 16,  2021, the Government again extended the period that the infectious disease emergency leave ("IDEL")
will apply pursuant to Ontario Regulation 228/20: Infectious Disease Emergency Leave under the Employment Standards Act,
2000 (the "ESA").  While previously scheduled to expire on September 25, 2021, IDEL will now extend to January 1, 2022. 
Under the IDEL Regulation, non-unionized employees whose wages or hours are reduced or eliminated due to COVID-19 are
not considered to have been statutorily laid off or constructively dismissed under the ESA. Instead, such employees are
deemed to be on job-protected leave.
Access release at: https://www.ontario.ca/document/your-guide-employment-standards-act-0/covid-19-temporary-changes-esa-rules
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ONTARIO Announcements


Ontario introduces COVID-Vaccine passport
Reminder: On September 1, 2021, the Ontario government announced its plan to introduce a vaccine
passport system in the province.
Beginning September 22, 2021, individuals are required to show proof of their full vaccination status to
enter certain businesses and settings in the province. The government plans to replace this with a
digital vaccination certificate by October 22.
Individuals can provide proof of immunization by downloading or printing their vaccine receipt from the
provincial booking portal, or by calling the Provincial Vaccine Booking Line at 1-833-943-3900. Ontario
is also introducing an enhanced digital vaccine receipt that features a QR code, similar to that used in
Quebec.
Access more information at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000779/ontario-to-require-proof-of-vaccination-in-select-settings


ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in previous issues of EHSRA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


Harmonizing head protection requirements under the OHSA
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) recently posted a
proposal to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987


Regulatory proposal under the Building Code Act, 1992
Reminder: Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other
things, clarify building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically
attending the construction site. Comment deadline: October 25, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory
Registry posting with link to consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38767


MLTSD launches consultation on improving tower crane safety rules
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) recently launched
a public consultation on improving health and safety requirements relating to tower cranes. Access the
Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=38147&language=en


MTO consulting on plans to revamp Ontario's Vehicle Inspection Program 
The Ministry of Transport (MTO) is proposing to implement changes to the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) to
support a new Vehicle Inspection Program. Among other things, new requirements will be introduced
under the HTA emission regulation to enhance emission requirements by introducing a smoke opacity
standard of 10% for all CMV's, 2011 and newer, subject to inspection. 
Comment deadline: October 25, 2021.
Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to consultation paper at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38747
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ONTARIO Management resources


Ministry guideline: COVID-19: self-isolation and return to work
This guideline, updated on August 31, 2021, is designed to help employers in non-healthcare
workplaces understand what to expect for workers returning to the workplace after COVID-19 self-
isolation. Changes in the Ministry of Health guidelines have decreased the time required for self-
isolation to 10 days (from 14 days). In addition, after a high-risk exposure, a fully vaccinated or
previously positive worker who is asymptomatic may be permitted by public health to leave the home
including to attend the workplace if wearing a mask and maintaining physical distancing when outside
of the home. Access at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-self-isolation-and-return-work?mc_cid=f53ef7f90c&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


Factsheet: After vaccinations...how employers can help keep COVID-19 in check 
This factsheet and accompanying infographic help explain why it remains important to maintain
workplace controls that prevent exposure to COVID-19 even after workers and customers are
vaccinated and what some of those key controls are. Access at: 
https://files.ontario.ca/mltsd-factsheet-post-vaccination-for-employers-en-2021-08-16.pdf?mc_cid=f53ef7f90c&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


Ontario Human Rights Commission Releases Policy Statement On COVID-19 Vaccine
Mandates And Proof Of Vaccine Certificates That Provide Guidance To Employers
On September 22, 2021, the Ontario Human Rights Commission (OHRC) issued a new policy
statement entitled OHRC policy statement on COVID-19 vaccine mandates and proof of vaccine
certificates. In the Policy, the Commission sets out its position on the various issues that vaccine
mandates and proof of vaccine certificates present. The following is a summary, compiled by Daniel
Wong of WeirFoulds LLP, of the Commission's Policy:
• Mandating and requiring proof of vaccination is generally permissible under the Human Rights Code


(Code).
• Organizations must reasonably accommodate people who are unable to be vaccinated due to Code-


related reasons unless the accommodation would significantly interfere with people's health and
safety. A reasonable accommodation might include exempting individuals with a documented medical
inability to receive the vaccine.


• Digital proof of vaccine certificates should be fully accessible to adaptive technology, including for
smart phone users with disabilities, in accordance with Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.


• COVID-19 testing can be an alternative to vaccine requirements for organizations that are not subject
to the mandatory requirements (e., those settings that are not considered a high-risk indoor public
setting) or as an option for accommodating people who are not able to receive a vaccine for medical
reasons.


• Vaccine mandate policies and proof of vaccination requirements that result in people being denied
equal access to employment or services on Code grounds may only be justifiable during a pandemic
or shorter periods.


• Governments and organizations should be proactive in ensuring that enforcement of vaccine
mandates and proof of vaccination policies do not disproportionally target or criminalize marginalized
groups.


• Personal preferences or singular beliefs about COVID-19 vaccinations or masks are not protected
under the Code, as they do not amount to a "creed." Therefore, as stated in the Policy, "Even if a
person could show they were [denied employment] because of a creed-based belief against
vaccinations, the duty to accommodate does not necessarily require they be exempted from vaccine
mandates, certification or COVID testing requirements. The duty to accommodate can be limited if it
would significantly compromise health and safety amounting to undue hardship - such as during a
pandemic."


Background: On September 1, 2021, the Ontario Government announced that it will require Ontarians to be fully vaccinated
(two doses plus 14 days) and provide proof of their vaccination status along with photo ID to access certain businesses and
settings. By October 22, 2021, the Ontario government will implement an enhanced digital proof-of-vaccination system that
will allow people to download a QR (Quick Response) code to their phone that will verify vaccination status when scanned.


Access related WeirFoulds LLP article at: https://www.weirfoulds.com/pdf-article?id=18284
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ONTARIO Workplace Safety & Insurance Board updates 


WSIB policy update alert - Temporary Employment Agency (TEA) transition
Effective October 1, 2021, the following policy is revised:
• 14-01-10, Temporary Employment Agencies Transition to the Rate Framework:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/operational-policy-manual/temporary-employment-agencies-transition-rate-framework
Access a comparison document of the new and prior version at: 
https://www.wsib.ca/sites/default/files/2021-09/140110comparisondoc20210923.pdf


Operational Policy Manual updates - Six policies removed
Effective September 21, 2021, six policies have been identified for removal from the OPM. 
The following policies are no longer relevant, and have not been used in decision-making for
the past 30 years. They comprise: 16-02-18, Pre-1915 Exposure – Occupational Disease; 15-
04-11, Poliomyelitis; 15-04-13, Rabies; 15-04-14, Poisonings, Foreign Body Ingestion,
Ganglions; 15-04-09, Blisters/Calluses and Caisson Disease; and 16-01-06, Tenosynovitis.
Moving forward, claims can be adjudicated using the general decision-making policies (OPM
documents 15-02-01, Definition of an Accident, 11-01-01, Adjudicative Process, and 11-01-02,
Decision-Making) along with the adjudicative support document for infectious diseases.
https://www.wsib.ca/en/policy/policy-updates-clarifications


Revisions to Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease, Sulphur Dioxide and Particulates
Exposure (Smelter Workers) policy 
Effective September 14, 2021, Operational Policy Manual document 16-02-14, Chronic
Obstructive Lung Disease, Sulphur Dioxide and Particulates Exposure (Smelter Workers)
which applies to injuries prior to January 2, 1990, has been revised. 
The revisions reflect the WSIB’s change in practice to no longer reduce permanent disability
benefits for people with claims for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in relation to
smoking. Access Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease - Discontinuation of smoking offset
for non-economic loss benefits at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-discontinuation-smoking-offset-non-economic-loss-benefits


ONTARIO EHS Law and due diligence reports


Divisional Court Overturns Decision Holding That Workplace Safety And Insurance Act
Barred Constructive Dismissal Claim
by Rhonda B. Levy and Barry Kuretzky; Littler - Canada; September 24, 2021.
Abstract: In 2020, the Workplace Safety and Insurance Appeals Tribunal (WSIAT) confirmed that when
a claim for constructive dismissal is based on harm sustained due to harassment and bullying in the
workplace, the claim falls within section 13(4) of Workplace Safety and Insurance Act (WSIA), which
entitles the claimant to benefits under the insurance plan for chronic and traumatic stress. (Decision
No. 1227/19, 2019 ONWSIAT 2324). Accordingly, the WSIAT decided that the right to bring a civil action
in constructive dismissal against an employer for the same conduct and to claim related damages is
barred by statute.
Recently, however, the Ontario Divisional Court in Morningstar v. WSIAT, 2021 ONSC 5576
(Morningstar) judicially reviewed Decision No. 1227/19 and Decision No. 1227/19R, which
reconsidered and upheld the original decision. In Morningstar, the court reasoned that the WSIAT
unreasonably barred the applicant's action for constructive dismissal and quashed the portions of both
the WSIAT's decisions that disallowed these claims. Access a discussion of the above cases at:
https://www.littler.com/publication-press/publication/ontario-canada-divisional-court-overturns-decision-holding-workplace


Ministry Of Health Offers Guidance For Ontario's Proof Of Vaccination Requirements
by McCarthy Tétrault Employer Advisor; September 23, 2021.
Abstract: On September 14, 2021, Ontario’s Ministry of Health released guidance regarding Ontario’s
proof of vaccination requirements. The Guidance delineates between the roles and responsibilities of
patrons, businesses and organizations, and includes recommendations for how to operationalize the
requirements. Access full text of analysis at: 
https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/blogs/canadian-employer-advisor/ministry-health-offers-guidance-ontarios-proof-vaccination-requirements
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ONTARIO EHS Law and due diligence reports (continued)


Mandatory Vaccinations In The Non-unionized Workplace – Considerations For
Employers
by Bob Graham , Janna Young and Richard F. Steele; Burnet, Duckworth & Palmer LLP; September 24, 2021.
Abstract: The issue of mandatory vaccinations in the workplace is highly nuanced and does not lend
itself to easy answers. The purpose of this article is to briefly highlight some of the issues that
employers should consider and to answer some common questions regarding mandatory vaccinations
in the workplace. Topics include:
• Can employers impose vaccination mandates on employees?
• What are the ramifications for employees who do not get vaccinated?
• Human Rights and privacy considerations.
• Will employers have just cause to terminate unvaccinated employees?
• Practical and business considerations.
Access the full text of this article at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/health-safety/1114232/mandatory-vaccinations-in-the-non-unionized-workplace-considerations-for-employers?email_access=on


*
QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


September 22, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting occupational health and safety 
The following is inserted after section 312.91:
“DIVISION XXVI.II WORK WHICH INVOLVES A RISK OF DROWNING IN WATER”
312.92 Scope: This Division applies to work which involves a risk of drowning in water, subject to the
following exclusions: (1) it is underwater work; (2) the worker is adequately protected from falling into
water by common protective devices or equipment.
Topics covered include:
312.93 Work which involves a risk of drowning;
312.94 Gathering information and measures for preventing drowning;
312.95 Information provided to workers prior to performing work;
312.96 Wearing of a personal floatation device or a life jacket; 
312.97 Characteristics of a personal floatation device or a life jacket; 
312.98 Rescue plan;
312.99 Rescue boat; and
312.100 Thermal protection.
This Regulation comes into force on March 22, 2022.
Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105273.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


All health and social services workers must be vaccinated
Effective October 15, 2021, all health and social services workers must be vaccinated against COVID-
19 unless they have a contraindication. All workers subject to mandatory vaccination will be required to
prove they are fully vaccinated. Without such proof, workers will be reassigned to other duties, where
possible. If workers cannot be reassigned or if they refuse to be vaccinated, they will not be allowed to
return to work and receive any compensation.
Quebec introduces VaxiCode vaccination passport program
Reminder: On September 1, 2021, the Government began implementing its new COVID-19
vaccination passport program. The program is to apply to certain non-essential activities, namely
gyms, bars, restaurants, festivals and event venues across the province. On September 7, 2021,
Quebec expanded its passport program to cover people visiting patients in hospital.
Québec's vaccination passport is an official individualized QR code which can be displayed on a
dedicated smartphone app. Those who do not possess a smartphone will be able to use the paper
vaccination certificates. More information at:
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccination-passport/help-for-vaxicode
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QUEBEC Compliance reminder


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder: Amendments to noise regulations to take effect on June 16, 2023 
1. Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures comes into force on June
16, 2023. For details, access the Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


2. Safety Code for the Construction Industry - Among other things, the Safety Code for the Construction
Industry specifies levels of daily exposures and impulse noise for the industry and specifies an
employer’s responsibilities for monitoring and minimizing noise exposure levels. 
For details, access the Gazette Notice (pages 1681 to 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


3. Safety representatives in establishment - Amendment re: noise dosimeters. Access the  
Gazette Notice (page 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility standards
to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The CCA also
modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building officials and the
construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform Building and
Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


SASKATCHEWAN -  Announcements


New regulation requires proof of vaccination or negative tests, effective October 1
Effective October 1, 2021, proof of COVID-19 vaccination or a negative test result will be required in
Saskatchewan for public access to a range of businesses, event venues, as well as for all Government
of Saskatchewan ministry, crown and agency employees.
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
The province will require all employees of all Government of Saskatchewan ministries, crown
corporations and agencies to be fully vaccinated by October 1. 
Regulations under the Public Employers' Covid-19 Emergency Regulations, which came into force on
October 1, require public employees to make a choice to show proof of being fully vaccinated for
COVID-19 or provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test result at least every seven days.  A
negative test result is also required for partially vaccinated individuals.
Employers outside the public service can voluntarily opt in should they wish to implement a proof of
vaccination or negative test policy for employees.  More information on The Employers' COVID-19
Emergency Regulations can be accessed at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses.


Effective October 1, 2021 a provincial requirement for proof of vaccination or negative test is required
for public access to a list of establishments, businesses and event venues that bring groups of people
together.
Access Fact Sheet – Employers COVID-19 Emergency Regulations at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses#proof-of-vaccination-for-employees


Access Q&A - Vaccination Requirements in the Workplace at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses#proof-of-vaccination-for-employees


Related item: New Apps Launched To Support Proof Of COVID-19 Vaccination. To support Saskatchewan's mandatory
proof of vaccination requirements, businesses or organizations may now choose to download and use a free app that will read
QR codes presented by customers - SK Vax Verifier. This app can scan the QR code on citizens' COVID-19 vaccination
certificates and determine if a person is fully vaccinated or not. The SK Vax Verifier app is available in both the Apple and
Google Play app stores. https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/29/two-new-apps-launched-to-support-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination
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THE TERRITORIES - YUKON


New occupational health and safety changes now in force 
Reminder: Changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations came into force on September
4, 2021. Under the changes:
• a new Violence and Harassment Prevention Regulation outlines steps to help employers prevent and


mitigate violence and harassment in their workplaces;
• amendments to Part 1 – General of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations make the


Regulations about hazard assessment clearer and easier to understand.
The Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board offers information and resources to help
workplaces prepare to meet the requirements of these Regulations. Visit wcb.yk.ca/wvhp to learn more.


THE TERRITORIES - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


There are no new substances notices for this issue.


- end -
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Environmental regulation & compliance
FEDERAL 2021 election platforms


How the four main federal parties plan to fight climate crisis


Liberals - Key initiatives


Carbon pricing: Gradually increase the carbon tax to $170/tonne by 2030.
Climate accountability: Passed in June, the Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act
sets targets for every five years from 2030 to 2050 to guide the country’s transition to net-zero.
The act includes stronger, more frequent progress reports, an independent advisory body, and
a 2026 emissions objective requiring a plan within six months.
Nuclear energy: Released a small modular reactor (SMR) action plan in December, which
lays out intentions to make the next-generation nuclear technology part of Canada’s clean
energy transformation. The Liberals have also invested millions of dollars in SMRs, and the
party’s climate plan, A Healthy Environment and a Healthy Economy, touts SMRs as a way to
help decarbonize heavy industry.
Just transition: Launched a process to consult with provinces and territories; First Nations,
Inuit, and Métis communities; labour and non-governmental organizations; and small business
owners and industry on how to best make the transition to a low-carbon economy.
Hydrogen: Released a federal hydrogen strategy last year outlining a path to lower emissions
and take advantage of the global hydrogen market, which it says could surpass $11 trillion
over the next 30 years. $1.5 billion to fund clean fuels was announced in June.
Carbon capture: Budget 2021 earmarked $319 million over seven years for “research,
development, and demonstrations” of carbon capture technology.


Conservatives - Key initiatives 


Carbon pricing: Introduce carbon pricing that would start at $20/tonne and increase to
$50/tonne - but no higher. 
The CPC’s 160-page election platform calls for the tax to be paid into “personal low-carbon
savings accounts” when Canadians buy hydrocarbon-based fuel, and those savings could
then be used for energy-efficient retrofits, a transit pass, or other green purchases.
Carbon capture: The Conservative plan says $5 billion will be invested in Carbon Capture,
Utilization, and Storage (CCUS).
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FEDERAL 2021 election platforms (continued)


Conservatives - Key initiatives (continued)


Zero-emission vehicles: The climate plan also includes a zero-emission vehicle plan based
on British Columbia’s mandate, which would require 30 per cent of light-duty vehicle sales to
be zero-emissions by 2030. The Liberals have set a “mandatory target” for all new light-duty
cars and passenger truck sales to be zero-emissions by 2035, but the next steps are on hold
until the US reveals its plans.
Nature-based climate solutions: The Conservatives also promise $3 billion for natural
climate solutions, like forest management, and wetland, grassland and forest restoration.
Natural gas: A minimum requirement of 15 per cent renewable content in natural gas by 2030,
and suggests doing so by capturing methane from sources like farms and landfills.
Fuel standard: The Conservatives have proposed a “low-carbon fuel standard” that would
reduce the carbon intensity of transport fuels, and incentivize environmental protection of
agricultural lands and managed forests.


NDP - Key initiatives


Carbon pricing: The NDP’s carbon pricing plan is similar to the Liberals’, but changes how
the system works for industrial emitters. Under the Liberal system, companies exceeding 80,
90 or 95 per cent of the average emissions in their industry have to pay, but the NDP wants
companies to pay tax on a larger portion of their emissions and said it would set the limit at 70
per cent.
Emission reduction targets: Target of reaching net-zero emissions by 2050, and a 50 per
cent reduction below 2005 levels by 2030. The party would also create a “Climate
Accountability Office” to provide independent, transparent information to ensure targets are
being set and met through 2030 to 2050.
Green jobs: Commitments to invest in clean energy, climate resilience, social infrastructure,
transit, and energy efficiency, to create jobs. The job creation plan is to be paired with training,
education, and targeted support to help workers, families, and communities make the
transition to a “low-carbon future.”
Nuclear energy: Unlike the Conservatives and Liberals, the NDP does not support plans to
fund nuclear energy, and instead supports the development of energy storage solutions to roll
out renewables like solar and wind on a larger scale.


Green Party  - Key initiatives


Emission reduction targets: The Green Party’s recovery plan commits Canada to a 60 per
cent reduction of GHG below 2005 levels by 2030, an amount it says represents Canada’s fair
share of emissions.
Carbon pricing — at home and at the border: After the Supreme Court of Canada ruled the
Liberals' carbon pricing system constitutional, Paul warned that “a carbon tax plan is not a plan
in and of itself,” and added the Greens have proposed “implementing a carbon border tax, with
the potential to create a North American carbon border adjustment” to incentivize GHG
reductions.
Fossil fuel projects: The Green Party opposes the Trans Mountain oil pipeline and expansion
project and wants to end all oil and gas exploration projects, new pipelines, and fracking
activity.
Just transition: To facilitate a just transition for fossil fuel workers, the Green Party says it
would work with workers and unions to develop retraining and resettlement programs, job
guarantees, and income protection tailored to the needs of each province.
Building retrofits: The recovery plan would launch “a massive program” to retrofit residential,
industrial, and commercial buildings to reduce GHG emissions and employ skilled workers.
Renewable energy — but no nuclear: A major ramp-up of renewable electricity - aiming for
100 per cent of Canada’s electricity to come from renewable sources by 2030, without nuclear
energy. It also prioritizes investing in a national electricity corridor.
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FEDERAL Legislature  
A federal election was called by Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, on August 17, 2021. On August 16, 2021, Parliament was
dissolved and a proclamation issued for the House of Commons to meet on October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 


September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations and the
Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations: SOR/2021-197
The objective of the Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations and the
Environmental Violations Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations (the Amendments) is to help
ensure that the incentive to reduce GHG emissions in the federal OBPS is maintained by adding rules
respecting transitional matters related to the deletion of the name of a province or territory from Part 2
of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA and by providing rules related to facilities that cease to be covered
facilities. The Amendments also aim to increase the accuracy of the values of output, GHG emissions
and emissions limits calculated by covered facilities by adjusting quantification rules in the
Regulations. Furthermore, the Department intends to clarify various provisions of the regulatory text in
order to facilitate its administration of the OBPSR and help ensure that compliance with the
Regulations is consistent with its policy intent.
Description
The Amendments apply to covered facilities and modify the OBPSR as described below:
Rules relating to surplus credits and payments
The Amendments limit the use of surplus credits issued by the Minister to a covered facility located in
a province or territory that is removed from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA.
• Rules relating to quantification and verification


The OBPSR require that the production values calculated by covered facilities be rounded to three
significant figures and that the GHG emission values calculated by these facilities be rounded to the
nearest tonne. The Amendments instead only require that the difference between a covered facility's
GHG emissions during a compliance period and its emissions limit for that period be rounded to the
nearest whole number.


• Registration of and ceasing to be a covered facility
The Amendments provide clarification with respect to the beginning of the first compliance period for a
facility that becomes a covered facility in a compliance period that has already begun. For a covered
facility located in a province or territory where the federal fuel charge applies, the first compliance
period for the facility begins on the effective date of registration as an emitter with the CRA under Part
1 of the Act (Fuel Charge). If the facility is located in a province or territory where a provincial or
territorial fuel charge applies in place of the federal fuel charge, the first compliance period begins on
the date specified in the covered facility certificate issued under Part 2 of the Act (Industrial
Greenhouse Gas Emissions). 


Background: The Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA or the Act) received royal assent on
June 21, 2018. The GGPPA provides the legal framework and enabling authorities for the federal
carbon pollution pricing system in Canada. This system consists of two parts: a regulatory charge on
fossil fuels (the fuel charge), and an output-based pricing system (OBPS) for industrial facilities that is
enabled by the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations (OBPSR or the Regulations). The federal
system acts as a backstop in any jurisdiction that requests it or does not implement a carbon pricing
system that meets minimum national stringency standards (the federal benchmark).


Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/sor-dors197-eng.html


September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
List of Wildlife Species at Risk (referral back to COSEWIC) Order: SI/2021-58
The objective of this Order is for the Governor in Council (GIC) to refer the matter of the assessment
of the Rusty Cord-moss (Entosthodon rubiginosus) back to the Committee on the Status of
Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) for further information or consideration, pursuant to
subsections 27(1.1) and (1.2) of the Species at Risk Act (SARA). Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/si-tr58-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued) 


September 1,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order Amending Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act: SOR/2021-195
The objective of the Order Amending Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing
Act (the Order) is to avoid regulatory duplication and support the implementation of provincial carbon
pricing systems for industry in Ontario and New Brunswick that meet the minimum national stringency
standards of the federal benchmark applying to the 2019–2022 period.
The Order deletes the names of New Brunswick and Ontario from Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the GGPPA,
such that the federal OBPS no longer applies in New Brunswick beginning with the 2021 compliance
period, and in Ontario beginning with the 2022 compliance period.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-09-01/html/sor-dors195-eng.html


FEDERAL Reports - recap of recent reports


• Primer on Climate Change: Directors’ Duties and Disclosure Obligations in Support of the
Principles for Effective Climate Governance. Released on August 20, 2021. Access at: 
https://climateadaptationplatform.com/effective-climate-risk-disclosure-climate-change-preparation-primer/ 


• The Current - managing Oceans Act MPAs now, for the future - summary report 2021.
Access at: https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/publications/current-courant/2021/report-rapport-eng.html


• Joint Committee on Climate Action Annual Report highlights First Nations leadership in
addressing climate change. Reminder: Released on August 13, 2021. Access the report at:
https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/21-0015-JCCA-Annual-Report-EN.pdf


• Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada: an update on the National Adaptation
Strategy. Reminder: Released on August 11, 2021. Access the report at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy/report-1.html
Access Canada’s National Adaptation Strategy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Canada Opens Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the
government launched an initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along
with the release of a discussion paper. These exploratory consultations will involve discussions with the provinces
and territories, industry associations, labour and environmental organizations and academics with expertise on
BCAs. The broader Canadian public will be consulted through a second phase of consultation later in the fall.
Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• Public consultation or regulatory modernization post-pandemic: Aug 23, 2021 to Oct 30, 2021. The
Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat has initiated a consultation on regulatory modernization that started on
August 23, 2021 and will conclude on October 30, 2021. Details to come.


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator: June 16, 2021 to Dec 31, 2023. The Regulatory
Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the CER intends
to amend or develop over a three year period. The CER welcomes feedback on the content of the Regulatory
Framework at any time. Access plan at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


• Canada launches engagement on “just transition to a low-carbon future”. On July 20, 2021, the
government launched an engagement process to explore options to ensure a just and equitable transition to
a low-carbon future for workers and their communities. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-launches-just-transition-engagement.html


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued) 


•  Measurement Canada water meter consultations end on September 30, 2021. The government is consulting
with water meter manufacturers, water distribution utilities and water meter end users to obtain data on current water
measurement approaches to support and promote water conservation through increased accurate measurement of
water use. Access consultation page at: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04972.html


• First draft technical guide on the strategic assessment of climate change - consultations end on
October 25, 2021. Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on the Draft
Technical Guide Related to the Strategic Assessment of Climate Change: Guidance on quantification of net
GHG emissions, impact on carbon sinks, mitigation measures, net-zero plan and upstream GHG assessment.
Access the draft guide at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/draft-technical-guide-strategic-assessment-climate-change.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations -  update
September 2021
2021-09-01 Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act
2021-09-01 List of Wildlife Species at Risk (referral back to COSEWIC) Order
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations 
2021-09-13 Upper Beaver Gold Project — Public Participation Opportunities and Funding Availability
2021-09-09 Trois-Rivières Port Facilities Expansion Project — Public Comments Invited on the summary of the
Environmental Impact Statement
2021-08-30 Eskay Creek Revitalization Project – Public Comment Period & Virtual Information Sessions
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
For information on potential and current impact assessments of projects, and regional and strategic
assessments under the Impact Assessment Act, visit:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/index?culture=en-CA


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update


CNSC meeting on the use of nuclear substances and the Regulatory Oversight Report for
Nuclear Lab Sites 
Reminder: The Canadian Nuclear Commission will hold a public meeting on November 24 and 25, 2021, at
which CNSC staff will present the 2020 editions of the Regulatory Oversight Report on the Use of Nuclear
Substances in Canada and the Regulatory Oversight Report for Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Sites.
For more information on the Regulatory Oversight Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-DNSR-2020-e.pdf 


Proposed amendments to CNSC cyber security requirements and guidance - consultations
end October 7, 2021. Discussion paper, DIS-21-03, Cyber Security and the Protection of Digital Information,
proposes regulatory requirements and guidance for cyber security to protect licensees’ digitally-managed
information. For more information visit:  https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis-21-03


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021. See past issues of HSERA for a summary of recently-
passed Bills.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


September 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Wildlife (Sandhill Crane Ministerial) Amendment Regulation


The Wildlife Regulation (AR 143/97) is amended by replacing Schedule 15 in Table 6 with new
information regarding the Sandhill Crane.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/17_Sep15_Part2.pdf


August 14, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Regulation 161/2021 - Oil and Gas Conservation rules (Orphan Fund Levy) amendment
Reminder: The amendment, which took effect on July 29, 2021, adds a section providing that “all large
facilities constitute one class for the purpose of determining the orphan fund levy for large facilities
under this Part” and sets the levy of $3.5 million for large facilities for the 2021-2022 fiscal year. 
View the full text of the Gazette notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/15_Aug14_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Announcements


Government granting free, open access to environmental enforcement files
Alberta’s government recently announced that it is launching a new web-based service to provide
Albertans with free and direct access to environmental enforcement history records. The
Environmental Historical Enforcement Search will be available at: alberta.ca/environmental-historical-
enforcement-search.
Enforcement action records include Environmental Regulatory Service of Alberta Environment and
Parks under the Alberta Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act and its predecessor
legislation, including the Hazardous Chemicals Act, Agriculture Chemicals Act, Clean Water Act and
Clean Air Act, dating back to 1971, and/or pursuant to the Water Act from 1999 onward.
Note: Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) enforcement actions are not included in this database. To
access AER enforcement records, visit the AER Compliance Dashboard website at:
https://www1.aer.ca/ComplianceDashboard/index.html


‘Social movement’: Alberta's energy 'war room' planning broad new ad campaign
Alberta's Canadian Energy Centre appears ready to be vocal again, planning a new campaign to
“change perceptions'' about the province’s oil and gas industry and build what it's calling a social
movement in its support.
One year after the province's United Conservative government ended the controversial agency's
outreach during the COVID-19 pandemic, the so-called “war room'' has put out a request for proposals
on how to change the values and attitudes held by people in Eastern Canada and the northern United
States.
The winning candidate must show a “demonstrated ability to change perceptions about messages and
values,'' says an Aug. 23 document. Its ultimate goal is “building a social movement'' in support of
Canada's oil and gas industry.


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30,
2021, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations. Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637
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ALBERTA  Consultations


Government consulting on new surface water quality management frameworks for the
North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
Reminder: Comment deadline: September 17, 2021.
Access “Engagement: Surface water quality management frameworks” at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx


ALBERTA Management resources 


• STANDATA: Fire Code interpretation [National Fire Code-2019 Alberta Edition]
includes information on storage tanks. Municipal Affairs and the Safety Codes Council develop
Alberta Fire Code STANDATA jointly. Some are issued as province-wide variances or interpretations.
Others are information bulletins that provide general advice on related matters. New STANDATA are
added on a regular basis. The most recent series, updated on September 1, 2021, include the
following resources related to storage tanks:
• 19-FCI-018 - Certification of contractors for storage tank systems;
• 19-FCI-015 - National Fire Code – 2019 Alberta Edition (NFC(AE)) storage tank system inspections 


and inventory control; and
• 19-FCI-013 - Use of containers, portable tanks and transportation tanks for the storage and 


dispensing of flammable liquids and combustible liquids.
Access these, and other related interpretations at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/standata-fire-code-interpretation-2019


• Guidance re: common Air Monitoring Directive questions. Updated on September 13, 2021.
This document provides guidance on common Air Monitoring Directive questions. Please note that the document
is updated frequently; users should use the online version of this document rather than referencing a downloaded
copy: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0d063d9c-5291-4af6-8e0f-8ddd8f87a1fd/resource/42b701e4-90ae-4cb4-9fd9-646fbd09cad7/download/amd-guidance-common-questions.pdf 


• Aggregate pits: municipal and provincial processes: Alberta Environment and Parks
and Municipal Partners fact sheet. Updated on August 31, 2021. Access at:
hhttps://open.alberta.ca/publications/aggregate-pits-municipal-provincial-processes-fact-sheet


• Factsheet on the directive for monitoring the impact of sulphur dust on soils. Updated
on August 25, 2021. Access at:
hhttps://open.alberta.ca/publications/factsheet-directive-monitoring-impact-sulphur-dust-soils


• Revised Continuous Emissions Monitoring Code. Reminder: The revised Code will
replace the 1998 Code on January 1, 2022. A ‘Memo to Approval Holders’ has been
released. Additional information is available at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminder


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Province taking action to recycle more products
On September 10, 2021, BC’s Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy announced that
electric-vehicle batteries, mattresses, single-use fuel canisters and fire extinguishers are among the
products that will be eligible for provincewide recycling as part of a five-year plan to advance recycling
in British Columbia.
Other items to be added to British Columbia’s Recycling Regulation and the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) strategy include more electronic products such as solar panels, more types of
lithium-ion batteries, electric-vehicle chargers and e-cigarettes.
Under the EPR Five-Year Action Plan, the changes will be phased in to give producers time to set up
the necessary systems. Recent initiatives include:
• expanding the beverage container deposit-refund system to include milk and milk-alternative 
containers, and recycling up to 40 million more containers annually, starting in February 2022;


• expanding the number of single-use products (such as disposable dishware, cutlery, stir sticks and 
sandwich bags) that can be recycled through industry-funded residential recycling programs, effective 
January 2023; 


• piloting new projects to use reclaimed plastic waste in new manufacturing through the CleanBC 
Plastics Action Fund; and


• empowering municipalities to enact their own bans of certain single-use plastics, without provincial 
approval.


The ministry will also explore how to regulate the recycling of more packaging and paper products
beyond residential sources, such as from businesses, stadiums, shopping malls and universities.
British Columbia would be the first jurisdiction in North America to do so.  
The EPR Five-Year Action Plan can be found at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


Environmental Law Centre calls for independent review of proposed BC petrochemical,
plastics complex
Lawyers at the University of Victoria Environmental Law Centre are calling for an independent
assessment of three proposed petrochemical and plastics facilities in Prince George, BC, that they say
pose “profound risks to the global environment.” 
The request filed with Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy, George Heyman,
asks him to refer West Coast Olefins’ proposals for Prince George to an independent panel of experts
that can assess the project in its entirety. 
Calgary-based West Coast Olefins Ltd. has been forging ahead with their plans for the $5.6 billion
complex, putting together proposals for review by the BC Oil and Gas Commission and the
Environmental Assessment process. 
The filing, submitted on August 25, 2021, states that the proposed complex, when considered
together and in context, would entrench demand for products made from petrochemicals, making it
impossible to address the current climate change emergency. Other points of concern are its impact on
Prince George’s already polluted airshed, water and fish, and the social impact of work camps during
construction.
West Coast Olefins declined to comment. 
Source/courtesy: CBC News


*


MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
On August 31, 2021, following the resignation of Premier Brian Pallister, the government caucus chose Deputy
Premier and Minister of Legislative and Public Affairs, Kelvin Goertzen, as the next premier.
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MANITOBA - Announcements


September 3, 2021: Conservation Officer Service enforcement update
Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development advises that conservation officers are continuing
enforcement to protect Manitoba’s natural resources including conducting compliance checks for
fisheries, addressing illegal hunting and supporting wildfire prevention and suppression. Access more
details at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52403&posted=2021-09-03


August 12, 2021: New MOU to advance collaborative work to protect Lake Winnipeg
A new Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the federal and Manitoba
governments to protect Lake Winnipeg. The MOU builds upon a previous 10-year agreement between
the two governments on a co-ordinated approach to understand and protect the water quality and
ecological health of Lake Winnipeg and its basin, including reducing nutrient loading. 
In Budget 2017, the federal government invested $25.7 million over five years in the Lake Winnipeg
Basin Program. Access more details at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52122&posted=2021-08-12


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Legislature
On August 17, 2021, premier-designate Tim Houston and his Progressive Conservatives achieved a provincial
election victory defeating former premier, Blaine Higgs, and the Liberal Party.


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Regulations


Reg. 2021-53 under the Energy Efficiency Act 
On August 21, 2021, the New Brunswick government filed amendments under the province’s Energy
Efficiency Acts setting new energy efficiency standards for solid-fuel-burning heating appliances and
energy-using products. The Regulation came into force on September 1, 2021. Access the regulation
at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ag-pg/PDF/RegulationsReglements/2021/2021-53.pdf


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Announcements
Air quality monitoring results for 2019 
On August 17, 2021, the 2019 Air Quality Monitoring Results report was released. The report shows
that exceedances of provincial air quality objectives were rare and that Canadian Ambient Air Quality
Standards were being achieved at all monitoring stations in the province. Access the Report at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/air_quality.html


*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  - Announcements


Oil to Electric Rebate Program up and running
On August 30, 2021, Bernard Davis, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, announced that
applications are now available for rebates under the new Oil to Electric Rebate Program.
As announced in Budget 2021, the Provincial Government has allocated $1 million for the program to
provide a rebate of up to $2,500 for homeowners to transition from oil to electricity. 
Full program criteria and applications are available from Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro at:
https://nlhydro.com/customer-service/energy-savings/oil-to-electric-rebate/


*
NOVA SCOTIA
There have been no new environment-related legislative developments since those reported in prior issues of
HSERA.


*


- 9 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, September 16, 2021







ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
There were no new legislative developments since those reported in prior issues of HSERA.


ONTARIO Announcements 


Blue Box Registration and reporting is now open
On September 3, 2021, the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) posted notice that
Blue Box Registration and reporting is now open.
Under the Blue Box Regulation, producers are required to register and report their 2020 supply data to
the Authority on or before October 1, 2021. 
Producers must complete their Registration Form and email it as an attachment to registry@rpra.ca on
or before October 1, 2021. More information on producers’ obligations are provided below.


PRODUCERS


Am I a producer under the new regulation?
The Blue Box Regulation applies to producers of products and packaging supplied to consumers in
Ontario. Most stewards in the current Blue Box Program administered by Stewardship Ontario will be
obligated as producers under the new regulation. 
A person is considered a producer under the Blue Box Regulation if they supply blue box material
(packaging, paper, or packaging-like products) comprised of paper, glass, metal or plastic, or a
combination of these materials to consumers in Ontario.


HSP producers obligations
The Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation designates automotive materials (oil filters, oil
containers and antifreeze), solvents, paints and coatings, pesticides, fertilizers, mercury-containing
devices (barometers, thermometers and thermostats) and pressurized containers (non-refillable
pressurized containers, refillable pressurized containers, refillable propane containers), under Ontario’s
individual producer responsibility (IPR) regulatory framework.
For more information on who is obligated as a producer, visit the RPRA website at:
https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/regulation/producers/


Producer fees
The 2021 Registry fees are charges that producers obligated under the Blue Box Regulation and
Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation are required to pay to the Authority in 2021 to
recover its operational costs, including costs related to building and operating the Registry, and
compliance and enforcement activities. Producers will be required to pay their 2021 Registry fee when
submitting their 2020 supply data. Access more information on 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and
Hazardous and Special Products at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf
There are some differences between what materials were reported to Stewardship Ontario and what
must now be reported to RPRA. Differences include:
• newly obligated materials;
• brand holder in Canada now obligated (rather than Ontario);
• producer must report total supply, and then report any weight to be deducted separately.
The producer registration form has a reporting table to facilitate the use of data that was previously
reported to Stewardship Ontario. Learn more at:
https://rpra.ca/faq/?faq_id=15192&faq_program=107#faq-15192


Producer Responsibility Organizations
There are no deadlines for a producer to sign up with a producer responsibility organization (or PRO),
and producers are not required to have a contract with a PRO prior to the October 1 registration
deadline. 
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ONTARIO Announcements (continued)


Municipal reporting under the Blue Box Regulation now open
Under the Blue Box Regulation, municipalities and local service board areas are required to report to
the Authority about their current Blue Box programs.
Municipal reporting is now open and will be done through two reports: the Initial Report and the
Transition Report. The reporting deadlines depend on the community’s transition year as outlined in the
Transition Schedule.


When do municipalities have to report?
All municipalities and local services board areas are required to submit the Initial Report to the Authority
on or before September 30, 2021.
Municipalities and local service board areas that are transitioning in 2023 are required to submit both
their Initial and Transition Reports to the Authority on or before September 30, 2021. 
Communities transitioning in 2024 and 2025 are not required to complete the Transition Report at this
time. Those communities will need to complete the Transition Report by August 31, 2022, if transitioning
in 2024; and August 31, 2023, if transitioning in 2025.
Municipalities must complete their reporting forms and email them as attachments to registry@rpra.ca
by the appropriate deadline(s).
More information on reporting forms and deadlines is provided at: 
https://rpra.ca/2021/08/municipal-reporting-under-the-blue-box-regulation-now-open/


Who must complete municipal reports?
A form must be submitted on behalf of each eligible local municipality or local services board.
If you are an upper-tier municipality or waste association, these forms must be submitted separately for
each eligible community in your program.
A local municipality means a single-tier municipality or a lower-tier municipality, and a local services
board has the same meaning as “Board” in the Northern Services Boards Act.


Resources to help with reporting
For detailed guidance on completing the Initial and Transition Reports, see RPRA’s  Municipal and First
Nation Reporting Guide at: 
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Municipal-and-First-Nation-Reporting-Guide-_FINAL.pdf


Additional resources
Visit RPRA  Blue Box producer webpage at: https://rpra.ca/programs/blue-box/regulation/producers/
Access presentation slides from RPRA’s webinar focused on Blue Box producer requirements at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Blue-Box-for-Producer_August-18-2021_Final.pdf
For more information, contact the RPRA at registry@rpra.ca or call toll-free at 1-833-600-0530.


ONTARIO Management resources


RPRA posts details for implementing new excess soils registry  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) recently posted details of the
ongoing development and implementation of the province’s Excess Soils Registry. RPRA says the
registry will open for the regulated community to begin filing notices in December 2021. 
Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of the
Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


Related resources: Canadian Urban Institute releases excess soil by-law tool.
Municipalities may regulate the use of excess soils on reuse sites or temporary storage sites through Site Alteration or Fill By-
Laws. A new CUI tool provides examples of by-law language and guidance for Ontario municipalities to use in creating or 
updating key sections of these by-laws.  Access at: https://www.excesssoils.com


The Protocol for Analytical Methods Used in the Assessment of Properties under Part XV.1 of the Environmental 
Protection Act, updated on July 1, 2021, is incorporated in Ontario Regulation 153/04 Records of Site Condition. It provides 
specific requirements for laboratory sample submission, analysis and data reporting. Access the amended Protocol at:
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1006/3-6-12-protocol-for-analytical-methods-en.pdf
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS


• Hazardous Waste Digital Reporting Service Modernization
# 019-2332; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 18, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 2, 2020
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. Access ERO posting at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2332


• Hazardous Waste Fee Exemption Framework
# 019-2331; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. This new regulation would require the Resource
Productivity & Recovery Authority to consider certain fee exemptions when setting fees to recover
Hazardous Waste program costs. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2331


• Proposal to amend the Food and Organic Waste Policy Statement
# 019-2331; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. The amendments would clarify and expand the categories
of food and organic waste and update direction on the management of compostable products and
packaging. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2498


• Discussion paper on reducing litter and waste in our communities
# 013-4689; Proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 14, 2021. Closed for comment.
This proposal notice has been updated on September 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered.
The discussion paper expands upon commitments in Preserving and Protecting our Environment for Future
Generations: A Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan which poses questions that will help guide future
decision-making to divert more waste from landfill. Access the ERO Notice at: 
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-4689


• Modernizing Ontario’s Vehicle Inspection Program & Integrating Safety and Emissions
Inspections for Commercial Vehicles
# 013-4689; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transport on September 8, 2021. Comment deadline: October 23, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation is proposing to introduce new regulatory requirements for garages and
technicians to participate in a Vehicle Inspection Program, replacing the Motor Vehicle Inspection Station
(MVIS) program. Changes will integrate safety and emission standards and move on-road vehicle emission
standards to the Highway Traffic Act. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4277 


• Watershed planning guidance
# 013-1817; Policy updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on August 27, 2021
This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that this file is still under active review. Based
on feedback received, the Ministry proposes to issue draft guidance which will help municipalities in
implementing provincial direction related to watershed and sub-watershed planning. 
A watershed is an area drained by a river and its tributaries. A sub-watershed is an area drained by a
tributary or portion of a stream.
Access Watershed Planning in Ontario: Guidance for Land-use Planning Authorities at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2018-02/013-1817_DraftGuidance.pdf
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-1817


• Low impact development stormwater management guidance manual
# 012-9080; proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. 
Reminder: This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that the action associated with this
proposal (i.e. Development of a Low Impact Development Guidance Manual) is still active.
As part of the manual development process, two documents have been developed by consultants:
Jurisdictional Scan of Canadian, US and International Stormwater Management Volume Control Criteria
Draft Final Report and Runoff Volume Control Targets for Ontario Final Report. These documents can be
downloaded from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/012-9080
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Update to the Environmental Guide for Noise
# 019-4176; posted on August 12, 2021 by the Ministry of Transportation. Comment deadline: September 26, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is updating an environmental guide that outlines noise impact
assessments related to provincial transportation projects. Proposed updates include updated noise
models, guidance in approach to municipal noise by-laws, updated definition of Noise Sensitive Areas and
new requirements for assessing pavement types in certain situations. 
Among other things the revised guideline incorporates:


• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered for resurfacing projects in which 
the pavement material will change from asphalt to concrete;


• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered when posted speed limits are 
increased; and


• a new requirement where the noise impact study must run both an asphalt and concrete surface 
scenario when final pavement types are not yet known at the time of assessment.


Access the Environmental Guide for Noise 2021 (Aug. 2021) at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-08/Environmental%20Guide%20for%20Noise%202021%20%28Aug%202021%29.pdf


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4176


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline: Sept. 21, 2021
Reminder: The province is proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use
planning system in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature - The are no new legislative developments for this issue.


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021. There have been no new legislative developments since those
reported in the last issue of HSERA.


QUEBEC Gazette notices


September 15, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Temporary protection status assigned as Paysage humanisé projeté de L’Île-Bizard 
The Minister of Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change has ordered that a”Temporary
Protection Status” be assigned to a territory situated in the Montréal region, as Paysage humanisé
projeté de L’Île-Bizard. Access Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105262.pdf


September 1, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft Fees Payable with Respect to the Environmental Authorization Scheme and Other
Fees Regulation under the Environment Quality Act 
The draft Regulation replaces the Ministerial Order concerning the fees payable under the
Environment Quality Act (chapter Q-2, r. 28) to take into account the modernization of the
environmental authorization scheme resulting from the Act to amend the Environment Quality
Act to modernize the environmental authorization scheme and to amend other legislative provisions, in
particular to reform the governance of the Green Fund (2017, chapter 4).
It proposes fees payable by an applicant, for the issue, or amendment, of an authorization relating to
projects subject to any of the environmental impact assessment and review procedures as well as the
issue, amendment or renewal of a ministerial authorization.
It also proposes fees payable by an applicant, under the Environment Quality Act (chapter Q-2), for
the approval of a rehabilitation plan and the fees payable by anyone required to file a declaration of
compliance with the Minister in accordance with that Act. Access the Gazette Notice (p.3483) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105236.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette notices (continued)


August 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the establishment of Parc national de Frontenac
The Parks Act is amended to establish the Parc National de Frontenac. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105248.pdf


August 4, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Forestation projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits on privately-owned land
Reminder: This draft Regulation defines the methods used to quantify the greenhouse gas
withdrawals attributable to an eligible project and establish a project outcome whereby afforestation
and reforestation projects on privately-owned land may receive offset credits under the Regulation
respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances (chapter Q-2, r. 46.1).  
The draft Regulation prescribes the contents of the project plan that a promoter must produce when
filing a project, as well as the contents of the project report that must be produced for each reporting
period. The draft Regulation also sets the conditions that apply to the verification of project reports, in
particular concerning the accreditation of the verification organization and the independence of the
organization, the verifier and the other members of the verification team with respect to the promoter.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105140.pdf


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils
Reminder: The draft Regulation prescribes the fees payable when excavated contaminated soils are
transported from their site of origin or, in certain cases, from a receiving site. 
Timeline: The first phase of implementation will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain
large-scale projects (5,000 metric tonnes) as of November 1, 2021; a second phase will cover the
transportation of contaminated soils of certain medium-sized projects (1,000 metric tonnes) and the
transportation of certain quantities of contaminated soils from receiving sites as of January 1, 2022; and
finally a third phase will include all projects as of January 1, 2023.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105196.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


Carbon Market: Results of August auction released
On August 25, 2021, the results of the 28th auction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emission units, held on
August 18 jointly with the California Air Resources Board (CARB), were released. The next auction will
take place on Wednesday November 17, 2021. 
A summary of the August 18, 2021 auction results is available at:
www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/changements/carbone/ventes-encheres/avis-resultats-en.htm


*


SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


SASKATCHEWAN - Announcements


Saskatchewan announces carbon capture priorities
On September 7, 2021, Saskatchewan, Energy and Resources Minister, Bronwyn Eyre, recently
announced the provincial government’s key priorities to advance private sector investment in carbon
capture utilization and storage (CCUS). See page 17 in the Energy and Environment section for more
information.
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/07/saskatchewan-announces-carbon-capture-utilization-and-storage-priorities


*
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THE TERRITORIES  


Yukon 
Our Clean Future 2020 annual report
Reminder: On August 13, 2021, the government posted Our Clean Future 2020. The 62-page report
includes the most recent data on Yukon’s greenhouse gas emissions and renewable electricity
generation. The report also identifies necessary adaptations to reach 2030 climate change goals.
Access at: https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/env/env-our-clean-future-2020-annual-report.pdf


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned
and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


Consultations on Wek'èezhìi Interim Boreal Caribou Range Plan
Reminder: On August 18, 2021, the NT government announced that a draft interim range plan for
boreal caribou in the Wek’èezhı̀ı region has been released. Access details and related consultation at: 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/have-your-say-wekeezhii-interim-boreal-caribou-range-plan


Nunavut 
The Legislative Assembly will be dissolved on September 19, 2021 and a general election will be held on
October 25, 2021.


Planning Commission consulting on updated Draft Land Use Plan
The Nunavut Planning Commission released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which sets out guidelines
for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area.
Written submissions on the draft plan are requested by September 30, 2021. 
The Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Management resources
Canada Energy Regulator releases video on Pipeline Safety and  Wildfires
Access the resource at: https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/videos/wildfires.html


*
ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30, 2021
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30,
2021, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637
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ALBERTA AEP announcements (continued)


Alberta Energy inviting expressions of Interest for Carbon Sequestration Tenure Management
On September 9, 2021, Alberta Energy issued bulletin declaring that a Request for Expressions of
Interest (REOI) in Alberta Energy’s process for carbon sequestration tenure management is now open.
Access more information at: https://www.alberta.ca/carbon-sequestration-tenure-management.aspx.  
Questions related to the carbon sequestration tenure management competitive process can be emailed
directly to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-35 Update on AER Review of Administration Fee (Industry Levy)
On September 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released the following potential changes to
fairly allocate the levy to the sectors AER regulates:
- base the levy allocation on a three-year rolling average of AER staff effort for each sector;
- adjust the rate tables for the oil and gas sector for fall 2021 as follows:


- add two additional production classes for wells producing over 8000 m3/year and new base fees for 
each class.


- include inactive oil and gas wells in the oil and gas sector levy, charging a base fee of $42/well before 
applying an adjustment factor that ensures that the total administration fee collected for the sector 
satisfies the revenue requirement for the AER.


- introduce a new levy on pipelines based on pipeline classes determined by pipe diameter. The levy would 
be phased in for spring 2022 and reflect the full amount of staff effort by 2024 as each year of effort is 
determined.


- a new larger facility levy. The levy would apply to 26 gas plants with approved inlet rates greater than 10 
million m3/day and four stand-alone oil sands facilities. 


The Government of Alberta is currently reviewing the proposed changes, and a decision is expected this fall.
Access bulletin at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-35


• Bulletin 2021-34 New Edition of Directive 040 - Pressure and Deliverability Testing Oil and Gas Wells
On September 2, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a new edition of Directive 040:
Pressure and Deliverability Testing Oil and Gas Wells. The new edition features the following changes:
• AER guidance for minifrac tests, also known as diagnostic fracture injection tests, was updated to align


with the current practice for conducting these tests.
• The exemption eligibility criteria for the initial pressure test requirement for new oil, gas, and step-out wells


were expanded. 
• The requirement to conduct an absolute open flow (AOF) deliverability test on new gas wells was


rescinded. 
• The requirement to conduct annual pressure tests for oil and gas pools under primary production was


rescinded. 
A draft of the directive was released on June 2, 2021, and public feedback was accepted through July 4,
2021. A summary of the feedback, including AER’s responses, is available on the directive’s webpage at:
www.aer.ca


• Bulletin 2021-33 Revised Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code. On August 11,
2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that, on January 1, 2022, an updated
Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code will take effect. 
Licensees seeking authorization to deviate from requirements in the 2021 CEMS code should contact
the appropriate AER Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) approval coordinator to
request an authorization to deviate before the 2021 code takes effect. 
The only exceptions are existing authorizations to deviate under section 4 of the code, “Installation
Specifications and Test Procedures.” These may remain in force until major structural modifications
are made to the stack, duct, or flue.
The revised 2021 CEMS code and supplementary information are provided on the AEP CEMS
webpage at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC bulletins and directives


(INDB 2021-26) Transfer of Permit Applications Submission Change
On September 7, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that, effective October 5, 2021,
the third phase of its program to digitize applications in eSubmission will be completed when Permit
Transfer Application forms and schedules will be replaced by the new system. 
To access this module in eSubmission, the user is required to have the Asset Transfer Admin. Security
role in Kermit. The role is added by the permit holder’s Company Administrator.
The Commission’s Permit Operations and Administration manual and eSubmission User Guide will be
updated in early October to reflect these changes.
Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/transfer-of-permit-applications-submission-change-indb-2021-26/


(INDB 2021-25) Updates to the Northeast Water Tool (NEWT) launched
Reminder: The BC Oil and Gas Commission recently published an update to the Northeast Water Tool
(NEWT), as part of its ongoing efforts to support and improve water management decisions. 
For more information, access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-northeast-water-tool-newt-launched-indb-2021-25/
For information on how water use is regulated in B.C.’s oil and gas industry visit the OGC’s Water
Information page at: https://www.bcogc.ca/data-reports/data-tools/
The Northeast Water Tool can be found at: water.bcogc.ca.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: On June 28, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the
Use of Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to implement changes as part of
the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. A summer review period will be followed
by targeted engagement sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


*
SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


Saskatchewan announces carbon capture priorities
On September 7, 2021, Saskatchewan, Energy and Resources Minister, Bronwyn Eyre, recently
announced the provincial government’s key priorities to advance private sector investment in carbon
capture utilization and storage (CCUS). The province plans to:
• expand the provincial Oil Infrastructure Investment Program (OIIP) to include CO2 pipeline projects;
• evaluate the enhanced oil recovery (EOR) royalty regime to ensure that CO2 injection projects remain 
competitive;


• amend regulations to provide certainty around pore space ownership, access, unitization of high-
potential EOR projects;


• explore opportunities for CCUS infrastructure hubs and distribution models, including for the Regina-
Moose Jaw Industrial Corridor to Southeast Saskatchewan and Greater Lloydminster areas; and


• advance the development of a CCUS GHG credit generation program, recognized under 
Saskatchewan’s emissions management framework, focused on predictability and minimal 
administrative burden for industry prior to investment and the maximization of credit generation for 
captured and sequestered CO2.


https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/07/saskatchewan-announces-carbon-capture-utilization-and-storage-priorities


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
CSA standards - Environment and climate change - quality managment standards


• 10013 - Quality management systems - Guidance for documented information (New Standard)
This document gives guidance for the development and maintenance of the documented information necessary to
support an effective quality management system, tailored to the specific needs of the organization. This document
can also be used to support other management systems, e.g. environmental or occupational health and safety
management systems. Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date:
September 25, 2021. Associated materials: ISO 10013:2021 - Quality management systems — Guidance
for documented information. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4194


• 10014 - Quality management systems — Managing an organization for quality results —
Guidance for realizing financial and economic benefits (New Edition)
This document gives guidelines for realizing financial and economic benefits by applying a top-down structured
approach to achieving financial and economic benefits. This document is directed specifically to the top
management of an organization. Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Review closing date: September
25, 2021. Associated materials: ISO 10014:2021 - Quality management systems — Managing an
organization for quality results — Guidance for realizing financial and economic benefits. Access more details
and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4195


• 10007 – Quality management - (Guidelines for configuration management)
This document provides guidance on the use of configuration management within an organization. It is applicable
to the support of products and services from concept to disposal. Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org;
Review closing date: September 25, 2021. Associated materials: PR ISO 10007. Access more details and
review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4268


• 10006 – Quality management - Guidelines for quality management in projects
This document addresses the concepts of both “quality management in projects” and “quality management
systems in projects”. Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date:
September 25, 2021. Associated materials: PR ISO 10006. Access more details and review a draft of the
standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4269


• R102 - Canadian Hydrometeorological monitoring stations - Data Quality
This Standard provides a framework to assess, tabulate and quantify factors contributing to the quality of
hydrometeorological data. It includes a description of the data quality rating system and a description of
instrument specific factors. Contact: paul.steenhof@csagroup.org; Review closing date: September 20,
2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4265


• Z23551-4 - Safety and control devices for gas burners and gas-burning appliances -
Particular requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, constructional and performance requirements of valve-proving systems
(VPS), intended for use with gas burners and gas-burning appliances. It also describes the test procedures
for checking compliance with these requirements and provides information necessary for the purchaser and
user. Contact: jennifer.hess@csagroup.org; Origin: CSA. Review closing date: October 24, 2021. Access
more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4305


• Z23350 - Safety and control devices for gas and/or oil burners and appliances – General
requirements (New Standard)
This document specifies safety, construction, performance and testing requirements for controls for gas burners
and gas burning appliances for use with natural gas, manufactured gas or liquefied petroleum gas (LPG).
This document applies to controls for use at maximum operating pressures up to and including 500 kPa. 
Review closing date: October 26, 2021. Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4307
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CSA standards - Nuclear energy standards


Reminder: The following nuclear energy related standards were recently listed in the Energy section of CSA’s
public review pages:


• N292.7 - Deep geological disposal of radioactive waste and irradiated fuel (New Standard).
• N292.7 - Disposal in deep geological formations of radioactive waste and spent fuel (New standard).
• N289.4 - Testing procedures for seismic qualification of nuclear power plant structures, systems, and


components (New Edition).
• N289.4 - Seismic qualification test procedures for structures, systems and components of nuclear power


plants (New edition).
Details of the above, along with related links, are posted at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/004?pageNum=1&pageSize=20&sort=expiryDate&ascending=True


CSA standards - Occupational health and safety


• CSA Z1007 - Hearing loss prevention program (HLPP) (New Edition) 
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the management of hearing loss prevention programs
(HLPPs) designed to protect workers from occupational hearing loss.
This Standard specifies requirements for: management commitment, leadership, and participation;
assignment of roles and responsibilities; identification and quantification of noise hazards; selection and
application of controls; provision of protection (e.g., HPDs); training, monitoring, and measurement (e.g.,
noise exposure and audiometric testing); documentation; and continuous improvement and management
review.
The following subjects are not specifically addressed in this Standard:
a) psychological and other non-auditory health effects; and
b) non-occupational exposure except as it contributes to occupational exposure.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 30, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 28, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4260


CSA standards - Report


• Asbestos Management in Canada: Assessing the Need for a National Standard. 
by Keefe, A., Demers, P., Pahwa, M., Parelkar, S. (2021); Canadian Standards Association
Reminder: The authors of this recently-published report suggest that a national asbestos
management standard could add value by establishing minimal competency levels and
harmonizing regulations and asbestos management practices across the country. 
Access Appendix C: List of Legislative Instruments Governing Asbestos Management in Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access Appendix D: Summary Tables Comparing Asbestos Regulations Across Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access the full text of the report at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf


- 19 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, September 16, 2021







Workplace environment health and
safety
FEDERAL Legislature
A federal election was called by Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, on August 17, 2021. On August 16, 2021, Parliament was
dissolved and a proclamation issued for the House of Commons to meet on October 18, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices
September 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 38
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
Among other things, under Section 3(1):


“Before boarding an aircraft for a flight between two points in Canada or a flight to Canada departing from any other country,
every person must confirm to the private operator or air carrier operating the flight that they understand that they may be
subject to a measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19 taken by the provincial or territorial government with jurisdiction
where the destination aerodrome for that flight is located or by the federal government”.


The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 37, made
on August 20, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-11/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


September 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel - recap
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Prohibition of Entry into Canada from any Country Other than the United States): Among other
things, the latest amendments exclude foreign nationals evacuated from a country who are ‘in exigent
circumstances and suffering hardship if the person complies with the conditions that the Minister of
Health may impose to minimize the risk of introduction or spread of COVID-19’. The measures are
taken in response to the growing humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. The new allowance will extend to
foreign national crew members, as defined in the Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations or
the Canadian Aviation Regulations, on board the Government-facilitated conveyance evacuation.
Access at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-11/html/order-decret-eng.html


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States). Effective September 7, 2021, this Order will permit fully vaccinated
foreign nationals from any country to enter Canada from the United States for discretionary travel. See
the full text of this Order in the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-
14/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine,
Isolation and Other Obligations). This Order contains substantive changes to reduce some border
measures for fully vaccinated and unvaccinated travellers. This Order will be in effect from August 9,
2021 to September 21, 2021. Access full details of this Order at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#dc1


FEDERAL Recap of recent federal OH&S-related regulations


Amendments to COHS Regs enhance protections for workers in confined spaces
New regulatory amendments, replacing Part XI of the Canada Occupational Health and Safety
Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces in federally-regulated facilities, will take effect on
October 1, 2021. For details, see previous issues of HSERA. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html
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FEDERAL Recap of recent federal OH&S-related regulations (continued)


Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations
Reminder: The Regulations, which will come into force on January 7, 2023, will require, among other
things, that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly according to specific
test methods to ensure they meet emission limits. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Notice of Intent NOI2021-02, Proposal to allow labelling of human pathogens on
products regulated under the Pest Control Products Act
On August 13  2021, the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) posted a notice to inform
stakeholders of its intention to allow the scientific names of human pathogens to be labelled on products
regulated under the Pest Control Products Act. Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/reports-publications/pesticides-pest-management/decisions-updates/notice-intent/2021/proposal-labelling-human-pathogens-products-pest-control-products-act/document.html


FEDERAL Management resources 


CNSC publishes guidance on radiation protection programs for licensees
On August 23, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted REGDOC-1.6.2,
Radiation Protection Programs for Nuclear Substances and Radiation Devices Licences. This document
provides guidance to the approximately 2,100 nuclear substances and radiation device licensees in
Canada on the development, implementation and assessment of their radiation protection programs.
The document also describes the roles and responsibilities of the radiation safety officer. It consists
entirely of guidance and does not impose any requirements on licensees or applicants.
Access the document at:
http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/history/regdoc1-6-2.cfm.


Related reminder: On July 29, 2021, the CNSC posted the following two updated Radiation Protection Regulations (RPR)
designed to enhance radiation protection for workers, the public and the environment:
• REGDOC-2.7.1, Radiation Protection; and 
• REGDOC-2.7.2, Dosimetry, Volume I: Ascertaining Occupational Dose.
Access at: http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/index.cfm#R15


*
ALBERTA  Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


ALBERTA Announcements


OHS Act And OHS Code changes postponed until “late 2021”
The Alberta government recently announced that proposed changes to the Occupational Health and
Safety Act together with consequential changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Code, originally
introduced under Bill 47, Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, and expected to come into force on
September 1, 2021, have now been postponed until “late 2021”. 
The Alberta government has not committed to a specific date when the amendments will become
enforceable, but the new date will likely be announced in the coming weeks.
Among other things, Bill 47 will amend provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act by:
• removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites


with multiple employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;
• allowing occupational health and safety officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before


starting an investigation;
• clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents;
• clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals; and
• incorporating radiation protection laws, currently under the Radiation Protection Act into the


Occupational Health and Safety Act.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills
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ALBERTA Announcements


Alberta government reintroduces mandatory masking; asks employers to pause return to
work plans
On September 3, 2021, the Alberta Government announced additional restrictions in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The new measures include:
• province-wide mandatory masking in all indoor public spaces and workplaces starting September 4,


2021, with the exception of schools;
• requiring restaurants, cafes, bars, pubs, nightclubs, and other licensed establishments to end alcohol


services at 10 p.m., effective September 4, 2021;
• introducing a one-time incentive of $100 for all Albertans age 18 or older who receive a first or


second dose of vaccine between September 3 and October 14, 2021; and
• encouraging Albertans to limit in-person contacts and recommending that unvaccinated Albertans


limit indoor social gatherings to close contacts of only two cohort families, up to a maximum of 10
people.


Employees working on site
As per these new restrictions, employees working on site are required to wear a mask when indoors,
except when in their workstation, where two-metre physical distancing can be maintained, or where
adequate physical barriers are in place.
Additionally, the Alberta Government is recommending that employers pause plans for their employees
to return to the workplace and, where operationally feasible, have employees work from home.
Alberta government release: 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=79784BF57DCAC-A05E-D976-EECFC5245D673C6D


ALBERTA Management resources and reports


• STANDATA: Fire Code interpretation [National Fire Code-2019 Alberta Edition]
includes information on storage tanks. The most recent STANDATA series, updated on
September 1, 2021, include the following resources related to storage tanks:
• 19-FCI-018 - Certification of contractors for storage tank systems;
• 19-FCI-015 - National Fire Code – 2019 Alberta Edition (NFC(AE)) storage tank system inspections 


and inventory control; and
• 19-FCI-013 - Use of containers, portable tanks and transportation tanks for the storage and 


dispensing of flammable liquids and combustible liquids.
Access these, and other related interpretations at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/standata-fire-code-interpretation-2019


• Exemption request from CMOH order 40-2021: Face masks at private meetings to be
held in various locations in Alberta
Updated on September 9, 2021. This notice from the Chief Medical Officer of Health provides information on
conditions for masking exemptions to CMOH Order 40-2021 for private meetings. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/cmoh-order-40-2021-exemption-face-masks-private-meetings


• COVID-19 information: Guidance for non-medical face masks for the general public.
Updated on September 8, 2021. Masks, including homemade cloth masks or non-medical face
masks, are another way to reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19 in areas where physical distancing
(2 metres distance between individuals) may be challenging or not possible. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-guidance-for-wearing-non-medical-masks


• General guidance for COVID-19 and other respiratory illnesses. Updated on September 8,
2021. This document has been developed to support business/entity operators or organizers in
reducing the risk of transmission of infections among attendees (workers, patrons and the general
public) by providing options to integrate good public health practices into normal operations. Since
each workplace is different, it is up to individual operators and organizers to determine which
strategies, or combinations of strategies, are most appropriate in their facility or for their activity.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/general-guidance-for-covid-19-and-other-respiratory-illnesses


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


New regulatory requirements for pesticides, safety headgear, high-visibility apparel, and
mobile equipment will come into effect on September 1
Compliance reminder: On September 1, 2021, the following amendments to the Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation took effect:
• Pesticides (Part 6)


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-6?lang=en


• Safety headgear (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8-safety-headgear?lang=en


• High-visibility apparel (Part 8)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-8?lang=en


• Mobile equipment (Part 16)
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-amendments-ohsr-apr21/part-16?lang=en


An overview document with more information about these amendments is available at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/act-amendments/overview-changes-occupational-health-safety-regulation-sept-21?lang=en


Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective Dec. 1, 2021,
address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
Reminder: At its May 2021 meeting, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the following
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation:
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed through the links
above.  
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to accommodate the above Parts.
Access more details at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0207_2021


Regulation 222/2021 amendments to OH&S Regulation to take effect December 1
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to apply new, or revised sections, dealing with, among other things:
• definitions of flammable and combustible liquids;
• bonding or grounding of containers;
• radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure;
• definitions, risk assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" 
around work sites and “training control persons” (see below);


• the duty to ensure competence in those operating or supervising a person who operates a concrete 
pump or placing boom at a workplace; and


• cargo securement standards related to the loading and transportation of logs.
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Guideline update


Province amends traffic control guidelines
Editorial revisions, published on August 13, 2021, were made to the following Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation guidelines:
Part 18 Traffic Control
G18.4(1) Supervision - Traffic control person training in a manner acceptable to WorkSafeBC:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-18#SectionNumber:G18.4_1


G18.4(2) Traffic control supervisor:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-guidelines/guidelines-part-18#SectionNumber:G18.4_2
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BC Consultations


Consultation on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Regulation covers first aid and tower crane safety
WorkSafeBC recently issued a call for feedback regarding the following proposed amendments to
the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation:
• Part 3, Minimum Levels of First Aid; and
• Parts 14 and 19, Inconsistent Crane Misadventure and Zone Limiting Devices in Tower Cranes.
View the proposed regulatory amendments and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-oct-8-21


Feedback will be accepted until October 8, 2021.


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status for stakeholder comment.
“Workplace status” refers to whether someone is an employer, worker, or independent operator. A
person’s status defines the rights and responsibilities the person has under the Workers
Compensation Act, including compulsory coverage for workers, and obligations of employers to pay
assessments into the accident fund. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide
feedback, can be found at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC Introduces proof of vaccination requirement and reinstates mask mandate
On August 23, 2021, British Columbia’s Public Health Officer (PHO) announced that individuals 12
years and older will need to show proof of vaccination to access certain discretionary events, services
and businesses, such as indoor and outdoor restaurants, indoor ticketed or organized events, and
recreation facilities.
Proof of vaccination does not apply to those who wish to attend faith based services, retail and grocery
stores, healthcare and other non-discretionary services and businesses.
Affected businesses will be responsible for requesting proof of vaccination and valid government ID
from individuals prior to entry. The only exemption from showing proof of vaccination is for children
under the age of 12 who are not yet eligible to be vaccinated.
By October 24, 2021, individuals must be fully vaccinated. Proof of vaccination is a temporary measure
that is set to end on January 31, 2022, subject to extensions.
• Vaccine Card:


Individuals will be able to show proof of vaccination via their smartphone using the BC vaccine card
website, which will be available to the public for September 13, 2021. Through this website,
individuals will be able to confidentially access their proof of vaccination and save a copy of it to their
smart phone. A paper option will also be available.


• Out of province visitors:
Visitors from other Canadian provinces and territories must show their official provincially- or
territorially-recognized vaccine record and valid government ID from the same province or territory.
International visitors to BC must show the proof of vaccination that they used to enter Canada and
their passport.


• Mandatory Masks:
On August 24, 2021, the PHO reintroduced a province-wide mandatory mask mandate. Effective
August 25, 2021, individuals 12 years and older must wear masks in all public indoor settings. This
mandatory mask mandate will be reassessed mid-October, 2021.


Access full details about BC’s proof of vaccination requirement at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/vaccinecard.html


*
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MANITOBA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021. 


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021. 


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this edition.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There is no new information to report
beyond that which was reported in the August 2 edition of HSERA.


ONTARIO - Legislature 
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from February 16, 2021 to December 9, 2021, with some
exceptions.


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


September 11, 2021: The Ontario Gazette 
O. Reg. 577/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the “roadmap exit Step 3”
Among other things, Section 2 of Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation 364/20 is amended to require that
businesses open in Step 3 must operate in compliance with any "advice, recommendations and
instructions" issued by the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health, or by a medical officer of
health after consultation with the Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health regarding:
• the establishment, implementation or compliance with a COVID-19 vaccination policy; or
• the precautions and procedures that organizations must include in their COVID-19 vaccination policy.
According to Andrew Gould of Fasken LLP, “this means that provincially-regulated employers with
employees in [designated] public health units should implement vaccination policies. This doesn't
necessarily mean Ontario employers must have a mandatory vaccination policy – only that they must
have a vaccination policy”. 
For information on determining the nature and contents of a vaccination policy, consult Fasken’s list of
things to consider when creating and implementing a workplace vaccine policy at:
https://www.fasken.com/en/knowledge/2021/08/24-creating-a-workplace-mandatory-vaccination-policy
Access the amendments, now in effect, at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21577


September 11, 2021, the Ontario Gazette: 
Miscellaneous healthcare regulations made under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible
Response to COVID-19) Act and the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act
• O. Reg. 578/21: Limiting Work to a Single Long-term Care Home; and O. Reg. 579/21: Limiting Work


to a Single Retirement Home - require care workers to receive the full series of a COVID-19 vaccine,
or combination of COVID-19 vaccines, approved by the World Health Organization:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21579;


• O. Reg. 580/21: Congregate Care Settings: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21580
• O. Reg. 581/21: Extension of Orders: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21581


ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in previous issues of HSERA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434
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ONTARIO Consultations


Harmonizing head protection requirements under the OHSA
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted a proposal
to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act. Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987


Regulatory proposal under the Building Code Act, 1992
Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other things, clarify
building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically attending the
construction site. The proposal would amend Article 1.3.5.3. of Division C of the Building Code.
Comment deadline: October 25, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to
consultation paper at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38767


MTO updating Environmental Guide for Noise
Reminder: The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is updating an environmental guide that outlines noise
impact assessments related to provincial transportation projects. Proposed updates include updated
noise models, guidance in approach to municipal noise by-laws, updated definition of Noise Sensitive
Areas and new requirements for assessing pavement types in certain situations. 
Comment deadline: September 26, 2021.
Access the Environmental Guide for Noise 2021 (Aug. 2021) at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-08/Environmental%20Guide%20for%20Noise%202021%20%28Aug%202021%29.pdf
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4176


MLTSD launches consultation on changes to mining health and safety 
Reminder: On July 28, 2021 the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
launched consultations on proposed regulatory amendments to the regime governing mining health and
safety. Comment deadline: September 15, 2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting together with
link to consultation document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=XRzryxSROQlSnGREIahHsrS?language=en&postingId=37907


MLTSD launches consultation on improving tower crane safety rules
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) recently launched
a public consultation on improving health and safety requirements relating to tower cranes. Access the
Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=38147&language=en


MTO consulting on plans to revamp Ontario's Vehicle Inspection Program 
The Ministry of Transport (MTO) is proposing to implement changes to the Highway Traffic Act (HTA) to
support a new Vehicle Inspection Program. Among other things, new requirements will be introduced
under the HTA emission regulation to enhance emission requirements by introducing a smoke opacity
standard of 10% for all CMV's, 2011 and newer, subject to inspection. 
Comment deadline: October 25, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to
consultation paper at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=iWZAs52qwkidbAyVW04-CV8?language=en&postingId=38747


Province seeking input on workforce recovery advisory committee
The Ontario Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC) - set up to provide recommendations
to shape the future of work in the province - is seeking input on strategies to: spur economic recovery;
strengthen Ontario’s competitive position; and support “technology platform workers”. Share comments,
ideas and suggestions with the committee by email at: OWRAC@ontario.ca. 
Release: https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-workforce-recovery-advisory-committee-leading-future-work-ontario?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=d0ca40f0b7
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ONTARIO Announcements


Ontario Introduces COVID-Vaccine Passport
On September 1, 2021, the Ontario government announced its plan to introduce a vaccine passport
system in the province.
Beginning September 22, 2021, individuals will be required to show proof of their full vaccination status
to enter certain businesses and settings in the province. The government plans to replace this with a
digital vaccination certificate by October 22.
Individuals can provide proof of immunization by downloading or printing their vaccine receipt from the
provincial booking portal, or by calling the Provincial Vaccine Booking Line at 1-833-943-3900. Ontario
is also introducing an enhanced digital vaccine receipt that features a QR code, similar to that used in
Quebec.
Employee proof of vaccination programs
According to an analysis by Torys LLP, “[…] most employers continue to be responsible for deciding
whether or not to implement proof of vaccination policies in their workplaces.
“As businesses begin to consider their approaches to a return to work, they are increasingly
considering whether they can or should be asking employees for proof of vaccination. Any policy which
requires employees to disclose their vaccination status as a part of returning to work raises privacy
concerns, which must be balanced against an employer’s health and safety obligations.
“Under privacy law, an employer must be able to establish how the collection and use of vaccination
status is necessary, effective and proportionate in achieving a legitimate health and safety goal. 
“Although the law has not changed, the risk landscape associated with workplace proof of vaccination
policies has changed significantly over the last several weeks, driven in part by governments moving to
require proof of vaccination in various sectors (and in some cases, amongst their own employees) and
government and public health officials making public statements regarding the effectiveness of COVID-
19 vaccines in preventing the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace (and more broadly).[…]
“These developments make it easier for employers to argue that proof of vaccination measures are
both necessary and effective - […]  Ontario’s new proof of vaccination requirements may provide a
further basis for employers covered by the requirements to make that argument. However, it remains
important for a proof of vaccination policy to be proportionate, and employers must ensure that
employees who have medical or other legally protected reasons for not being vaccinated are being
accommodated to the point of undue hardship”.
Access more information at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000779/ontario-to-require-proof-of-vaccination-in-select-settings


Provider standard for joint health and safety committee training will allow
training providers to deliver JHSC training through distance learning
Reminder: Ontario’s Chief Prevention Officer recently amended the Joint Health and Safety Committee
(JHSC) Certification Training Program and Provider Standards to include the requirements of the JHSC
Certification Distance Learning Standard. 
The changes simplify the requirements for new applicants and approved providers, and streamline the
administrative and application processes. Under the new standards, training providers who:
• deliver face-to-face training may apply to deliver the same program through distance learning;
• do not yet deliver face-to-face training can apply for Chief Prevention Officer approval to deliver both 
distance and face-to-face training.


The changes replace the JHSC Distance Learning Standard. Training providers that were approved
under that standard do not need to reapply for approval.
Changes have also been made to the JHSC training program standard. Access changes made to the
JHSC training program standard at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/program-standard-joint-health-and-safety-committee-training
Access more details on changes to the provider standard at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/provider-standard-joint-health-and-safety-committee-training


Reminder: On July 27, 2021, Ontario’s retiring Chief Prevention Officer, Ron Kelusky, posted “Prevention Works” - a
document outlining a vision for the province’s future occupational health and safety system. Access Prevention Works at:
https://files.ontario.ca/books/mltsd-prevention-works-occupational-health-and-safety-strategy-en-2021-07-26.pdf
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ONTARIO Announcements (continued)


New framework to evaluate mobility and handling training for PSWs
A new framework has been developed by a client/patient-handling community composed of over 800
health-care providers. Evaluation of Mobility and Handling Training for Personal Support Workers
(PSWs) is designed to help evaluate sit-to-stand training for PSWs. Download the evaluation framework
at: https://www.msdprevention.com/resource-library/view/evaluation-of-mobility-and-handling-training-for-personal-support-workers.htm


WSIB policy update alert - Pay in lieu of notice of termination and post-injury earnings
Effective September 1, 2021, Operational Policy Manual (OPM) document 18-03-02,
Payment and Reviewing LOE Benefits (Prior to Final Review) has been revised to clarify the
WSIB’s current and longstanding practice to:
• consider pay in lieu of notice of termination (and/or pay received for work during a notice of
termination period) as post-injury earnings, and
• exclude severance pay from post-injury earnings. 
Below is a comparison document of the new and prior version: 
18-03-02, Payment and Reviewing LOE Benefits (Prior to Final Review):
https://www.wsib.ca/sites/default/files/2021-08/180302comparisondoc20210723.pdf


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on June 12, 2021. 


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: June 11, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to create a scientific committee on
occupational diseases.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


August 30, 2021 Gazette Officielle
M.O.# 2021-18 - Amendments to the Autonomous Bus and Minibus Pilot Project
Among other things, the Autonomous Bus and Minibus Pilot Project is amended by inserting the
following after section 13:


13.1. “Where an autonomous bus or minibus is in motion, the driver must remain continuously attentive to events likely to
affect road safety in order to be ready to intervene rapidly at any time in taking over control of the vehicle’s automated system,
immediately taking over the driving of the vehicle or adapting driving to the circumstances”. 


Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105246.pdf


QUEBEC Announcements


Quebec introduces VaxiCode vaccination passport program
On September 1, 2021, the Government of Québec began implementing its new COVID-19
vaccination passport program. The program is to apply to certain non-essential activities, namely
gyms, bars, restaurants, festivals and event venues across the province.
On September 7, 2021, Quebec expanded its passport program to cover people visiting patients in
hospital.
Québec's vaccination passport is an official digital government document certifying that a person is
protected against COVID-19. Fully vaccinated individuals receive an individualized QR code to be
displayed on a dedicated smartphone app. Those who do not possess a smartphone will be able to
use the paper vaccination certificates issued at vaccine centres, print out their QR code, or request a
paper copy by mail. 
More information at:
https://www.quebec.ca/en/health/health-issues/a-z/2019-coronavirus/progress-of-the-covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccination-passport/help-for-vaxicode
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QUEBEC Compliance reminder


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder: Amendments to noise regulations to take effect on June 16, 2023 
1. Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures comes into force on June


16, 2023. Comprehensive details are outlined regarding the specifics of an employer’s responsibilities
to prevent noise exposures. For details, access the Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


2. Safety Code for the Construction Industry - Among other things, the Safety Code for the Construction
Industry specifies levels of daily exposures and impulse noise for the industry and specifies an
employer’s responsibilities for monitoring and minimizing noise exposure levels. For details, access
the Gazette Notice (pages 1681 to 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


3. Safety representatives in establishment - Amendment re: noise dosimeters. Access the  
Gazette Notice (page 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


4. Regulation re: the quality of the work environment revoked. Access the Gazette Notice (page
1686) at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021.It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility standards
to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The CCA also
modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building officials and the
construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform Building and
Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


• Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021. Access by
selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


THE TERRITORIES - YUKON


New occupational health and safety changes in force as of September 4, 2021
As previously reported in HSERA, last September the Government of Yukon approved changes to the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations that came into force on September 4, 2021. Under the
changes:
• a new Violence and Harassment Prevention Regulation outlines steps to help employers prevent and


mitigate violence and harassment in their workplaces;
• amendments to Part 1 – General of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations make the


Regulations about hazard assessment clearer and easier to understand.
The Yukon Workers’ Compensation Health and Safety Board offers information and resources to help
workplaces prepare to meet the requirements of these Regulations. Visit wcb.yk.ca/wvhp to learn more.


THE TERRITORIES - NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*
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Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


There are no new Notices for this issue.


- end -
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Environmental regulation & compliance  
FEDERAL INITIATIVES LEGISLATURE
On November 22, 2021, the House of Commons opened for the 44th Parliament. After a two-month hiatus, the
re-elected Liberal government is now promising to go “further, faster” on the climate file, emphasizing promises
like capping oil-and-gas sector emissions, accelerating the push towards net-zero emissions and investments in
public transit. The House will remain in session until December 17. As of December 1, no new environment or
climate-related government Bills had been tabled.


GAZETTE NOTICES


December 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Publication notice re: Canada’s 2030 emissions reduction plan
“Notice is hereby given, pursuant to subsection 9(3) of the Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability
Act (the Act), that the Minister of Environment and Climate Change will establish Canada’s 2030
emissions reduction plan no later than March 29, 2022”.
Early consultations, supported by a series of discussion papers, will be launched before the end of
2021, prioritizing the following new commitments:
• Mandating the sale of zero-emission vehicles so that 100% of new light-duty vehicles (cars, pick-up


trucks, etc.) sold in Canada are zero-emission by 2035 and at least by 50% by 2030;
• Developing emissions standards for heavy-duty vehicles that are aligned with the most ambitious of


standards in North America, and requiring that 100% of selected categories of medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles be zero-emission by 2040;


• Capping emissions from the oil and gas sector at current levels and requiring that they decline at the
pace and scale needed to get to net zero by 2050;


• Developing a plan to reduce methane emissions across the broader Canadian economy in support of
the Global Methane Pledge and the goals in Canada’s climate plan, and reducing oil and gas methane
emissions by at least 75% below 2012 levels by 2030 through an approach that includes regulations,
as well as regulating methane landfill emissions and reducing agricultural methane emissions; and


• Transitioning to a net-zero emitting electricity grid by 2035.
Those who are interested in making a submission specific to the 2030 emissions reduction plan can do
so online at the Environment and Climate Change Canada website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview.html
To have your say, complete the online questionnaire at:
https://eccc.sondage-survey.ca/f/LanguageSelection.aspx?s=4132165a-69ff-455b-9208-24be193aa656
Submissions will be accepted until January 14, 2022. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-11/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3
As of December 13, 2021, no discussion papers related to the above proposed initiatives had been posted.
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FEDERAL GAZETTE NOTICES


December 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (Part 6 — Training)
The objectives of the proposed amendments are to:


(i) ensure greater clarity and certainty about training requirements for persons involved in the
transportation of dangerous goods; and
(ii) align training requirements, to the extent possible, with international standards.


The proposed amendments to the TDGR would:
• remove the term “adequately trained”; 
• incorporate by reference a new training standard - CAN/CGSB-192.3-2020, “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency; and 


• specify that to be considered competent to handle, offer for transport or transport dangerous goods, a
person must receive both general awareness and function-specific training and assessment. The
assessment would be documented in a “certificate of competency,” which would replace the current
“certificate of training".


The total cost of the proposed amendments is estimated to be $15.79 million between 2022 and 2031.
Compliance timeline: Following the coming into force of the amendment, there will be a transitional
period of 12 months before employers are required to follow the new training requirements. All
certificates of training issued under the current regulatory requirements, including those issued during
the transition period, would continue to be valid until their expiry date. Comment deadline: February 9,
2022. Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-11/html/reg2-eng.html


December 4, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Notice of intent — Consultation on proposed amendments to the Pest Control Products
Regulations (Ultraviolet Radiation-emitting Devices and Ozone-generating Devices)
Proposed amendments to the Pest Control Products Regulations (PCPR) would codify changes
introduced under the Interim Order (IO) Respecting Ultraviolet Radiation-emitting Devices and Ozone-
generating Devices with the following modifications:
• Allowing users to access the ultraviolet lamp for authorized UV devices, including for the replacement


of ultraviolet radiation-emitting components (e.g. an ultraviolet bulb or ultraviolet LED), when the
manufacturer includes label information related to the frequency of replacement and how it can be
done to prevent ultraviolet exposure. 


• Authorizing ultraviolet lamps or ultraviolet radiation-emitting components used in registered or
authorized UV devices, meaning that they would not need to be registered. 


• Confirming that drinking water treatment systems are not subject to the PCPA. 
• Requiring modification of some label statements for authorized devices, including the infection control


statement. 
• Allowing secondary display panel information for authorized devices to be published in the operating


manual when there is insufficient space on the secondary display panel. 
• Requiring the registration of UV devices that produce or generate any other substance during


operation, including ozone and hydroxyls. 
Comment deadline: January 17, 2022. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-04/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Fifth federal offset protocol under GHG Offset System to launch this winter
On December 14, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that it will be
initiating the fifth protocol under its proposed Federal Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Offset System.
The protocol - for Livestock Feed Management - joins four others covering emissions reduction in:
refrigeration systems; landfill methane recovery; forest management; and soil organic carbon.
ECCC is now seeking input from external experts with experience related to: offset project development;
GHG validation and verification; sector-based best management practices; offset protocol development.
Potential participants are requested to submit the required documentation no later than January 7,
2022. Additional information on this process can be found at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system.html
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FEDERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS (continued)


Mandate to enforce EV sales quotas needed by end of next year: Guilbeault
Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault says he wants a national mandate that would force auto dealers
to sell a certain number of electric vehicles to be in place by the end of next year:
https://www.nationalnewswatch.com/2021/12/10/mandate-to-enforce-ev-sales-quotas-needed-by-end-of-next-year-guilbeault-2/#.YbfL8p5Kgn2


Canada invests $3.1 million to protect the Great Lakes and launches new call for proposals:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/12/canada-invests-31-million-to-protect-the-great-lakes-and-launches-new-call-for-proposals.html 


Canada announces additional $5.4 million for protection of species at risk and their habitats:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/12/government-of-canada-announces-funding-for-protection-of-species-at-risk-and-their-habitats.html


Government announces $200M to address climate change by restoring carbon-rich ecosystems
through nature-based solutions:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/12/government-of-canada-announces-200m-to-address-climate-change-by-restoring-carbon-rich-ecosystems-through-nature-based-solutions.html


REPORTS


2021 Reports of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development 
Reminder: The latest reports from Canada’s Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable
Development, Jerry V. DeMarco, were released on November 25, 2021.
According to Mr. DeMarco, “Canada was once a leader in the fight against climate change. However,
after a series of missed opportunities, it has become the worst performer of all G7 nations since the
landmark Paris Agreement on climate change was adopted in 2015”. Access links to Reports #3 -7
using the following links: 
Report 3—Scientific Activities in Selected Water Basins:
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_03_e_43911.html
Report 4—Emissions Reduction Fund—Natural Resources Canada: 
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_04_e_43912.html
Report 5—Emissions Reduction Fund—Natural Resources Canada:
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_05_e_43898.html
Report 6– Departmental Progress in Implementing Sustainable Development Strategies:
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_06_e_43914.html
Report 7–Environmental Petitions Annual Report::
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202111_07_e_43915.html
Reports 1 and 2 - released in April 2021 - can be accessed at: 
https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/English/parl_cesd_202104_e_43798.html
Access Ministers Steven Guilbeault and Jonathan Wilkinson’s joint statement on five reports
tabled by the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/11/ministers-steven-guilbeault-and-jonathan-wilkinsons-joint-statement-on-five-reports-tabled-by-the-commissioner-of-the-environment-and-sustainable-d.html


FEDERAL CONSULTATIONS


• Species at Risk consultations - December 2021
2021-12-09 Management Plan for the Vivid Dancer (Argia vivida) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-12-09 Recovery Strategy for the Crumpled Tarpaper Lichen (Collema coniophilum) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-12-08 Emergency Order for the Protection of the Western Chorus Frog Great Lakes / St. Lawrence - 
2021-12-03 COSEWIC List of wildlife species assessed (including October 2021)
2021-12-02 Management Plan for the Tiny Tassel (Crossidium seriatum) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-12-02 Recovery Strategy for the American Badger jeffersonii subspecies (Taxidea taxus jeffersonii) 


Western population and Eastern population in Canada [Proposed]
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - December 2021
2021-12-07 Marathon Palladium Project — Notice of Public Hearing for the Marathon Palladium Project - Releases
2021-12-07 Marathon Palladium Project — Notice of Public Hearing for the Marathon Palladium Project - Notices
2021-12-03 Regional Assessment in the Ring of Fire Area — Public Comment Period & Information Sessions 


For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


*
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ALBERTA INITIATIVES LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on October 25, 2021. Environment and climate change Bills are as follows:


• Bill 82, Mineral Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 2, 2021. Among other things,
the Bill aims to “provide for the responsible management of wells, facilities, well sites, facility sites,
mines, mine sites, external mine discard dumps and processing plants throughout their life cycles”:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/hansards/han/legislature_30/session_2/20211125_1330_01_han.pdf#page=19


• Bill 83, Environmental Protection and Enhancement Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
December 2, 2021. The Bill sets the foundation for Alberta’s government to implement an extended
producer responsibility (EPR) framework in 2022. The framework would shift the physical and financial
role of collecting, sorting, processing and recycling waste to the industries that produce products: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/hansards/han/legislature_30/session_2/20211125_0900_01_han.pdf#page=17


• Bill 86, Electricity Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Second Reading: November 24, 2021.
The legislative amendments proposed under the act allow the integration of energy storage into
Alberta’s interconnected electricity system. Access at:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11946&from=billshttps://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11946&from=bills 


• Bill 79, Trails Act. Royal Assent: December 2, 2021. Access Bill 79 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/hansards/han/legislature_30/session_2/20211207_1330_01_han.pdf#page=29


• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Royal
Assent: December 2, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities recoup approximately
$245 million in unpaid oil and gas property taxes:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/hansards/han/legislature_30/session_2/20211201_0900_01_han.pdf#page=5


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Energy Regulator Rules of Practice amendment regulation
Reminder: Among other things, Section 5.2(2)(b) is amended (a) by striking out “Alberta Government
Enhanced Approval Process (EAP) Manual” and substituting “Alberta Energy Regulator Expedited
Decisions Manual”. Access details at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
New Occupational Health and Safety Code - Alberta Regulation 191/2021
Reminder: The Code is printed in full, beginning on page 564 of the November 15, 2021 edition of the
Alberta Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


• Emissions Trading Regulation. Updated on November 24, 2021, the regulation establishes the
principles for emissions trading between power generating units in Alberta’s electricity sector. Access
at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779827169&search_by=link


• Guidelines for licensing water diversion projects pursuant to the Water Act [2021].
Updated on November 23, 2021, this document provides guidelines for filling out applications for a
license to divert and use groundwater or to conduct an activity that could have a potential impact on
groundwater. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/guidelines-for-licensing-water-diversion-projects


• What we heard: Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for single-use plastics,
packaging, paper products, and hazardous and special products. This What We Heard
document summarizes the key findings received to date to inform EPR in Alberta, and serves as an
update to stakeholders and Albertans on the progress to date towards EPR. Updated on November
15, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8cad048f-0b62-4c2c-8c1b-545b5c4917ce/resource/71089246-bab0-42a3-9ba2-fa697e470566/download/aep-what-we-heard-extended-producer-responsibility-2021-11.pdf 


• Quantification protocol for vent gas reduction: technology innovation and emissions
reduction (TIER) regulation. Updated on November 3, 2021, the protocol provides a methodology
to quantify the greenhouse gas emission reductions from capturing vented methane. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/52603a87-55b8-4d79-a983-319cf09d666c/resource/ab795d41-d75f-4f26-8660-33330fe761a4/download/aep-quantification-protocol-for-vent-gas-reduction-version-1.0.pdf


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on November 25, 2021.


• Bill 23, Forests Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 25, 2021. Among
other things, the legislation amends information related to forest roads and permits and provides
definitions for “forest landscape area” and “forest operations plan”. The Bill, with explanatory notes, is
available at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 28, The Forest Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 25, 2021. The Bill amends
the Forest Act, the Forest and Range Practices Act, and the Park Act to “ensure local communities,
First Nations and smaller companies have more opportunities in the forest sector, establish a fair
framework for compensation regarding changes to harvesting rights, and enhance government’s
ability to manage timber harvesting in the public interest”.  Access the Act at: 
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 24, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 25,
2021. Among other things, Section 22 (2) is amended to prohibit or restrict the use, distribution, offer
for sale or sale of packaging, product containers or single-use products or any material used in
packaging, product containers or single-use products. Access at: 
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


Related policy: Access the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access the CleanBC Plastics Action Plan at: https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics/
Access related BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


• Bill 21, the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2021. Royal Assent:
November 25, 2021. Among other things, amendments to the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) will
provide the Oil and Gas Commission with enabling powers to exempt oil and gas development permit
holders from requirements of the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation (DSR). The DSR requires
permit holders to clean up oil and gas well sites within prescribed time periods. Access Bill 21 at: 
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 17, Protected Areas of British Columbia Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
November 25, 2021. The Bill revises the description, names and boundaries of a number of provincial
parks. Most provisions take effect on December 15, 2021. Summary information is in the news
release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0054-001907. Access Bill 17 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel:
(a) gasoline produced from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass. 
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


*
MANITOBA LEGISLATURE


On November 23, 2021, Manitoba opened the fourth session of the 42nd legislature with a speech from the
throne in which Premier Heather Stefanson unveiled a new “Path to Progressing Together” agenda. Priorities
include: creating a greener Manitoba with an energy policy framework to explore innovative technologies and
modernizing and expanding the City of Winnipeg’s waste-water treatment system. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Province releases report on consultations to guide autonomous vehicle testing
On December 7, 2021, the government released a new report to help guide the future direction of
managing and testing vehicle technology including automated and connected vehicles. Access at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52817&posted=2021-12-07


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK LEGISLATURE
The Second Session of the Sixtieth Legislature formally opened on November 2, 2021. 


• Bill 70, An Act to Amend the Beverage Containers Act. Passed Third Reading: December
10, 2021. Among other things, the Bill clarifies the definitions of “retailer” and of “distributor” in the Act.
“No later than February 21, 2022, a distributor shall submit to the Minister a plan for the recycling or
refilling of a beverage container for each type of beverage container used for beverages for which it
will act as a distributor as of April 1, 2022”. Access Bill 70 at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-70-e.htm


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Carbon tax supports key environmental projects in province
More than $34 million has been allocated to dozens of climate-related projects in New Brunswick this year
and the provincial government intends to invest an additional $2 million by the end of the fiscal year. A list of
projects is available at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-Climatiques/ccf-approved-projects.pdf


*
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR LEGISLATURE
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on Monday, October 18, 2021.


GAZETTE NOTICES
November 12, 2021,The Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette: 
Water use charges regulations under the Water Resources Act
Reminder: The amendment waives water use fees for designated industries, including: aquaculture;
water bottling; and mineral explorations. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20211112.pdf


*
NOVA SCOTIA  LEGISLATURE
The first session of the 64th general assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature opened on October 12, 2021. 


• Bill 57, the Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act. Royal Assent: November
5, 2021. This government Bill sets 28 new goals, including: phasing out coal-fired electricity generation
by 2030; supplying 80 per cent of Nova Scotia’s energy via renewable energy by 2030; conserving at
least 20 per cent of total land and water mass; modernizing the environmental assessment process to
include consideration of cumulative impacts; limiting annual solid waste disposal rates to 300 kilograms
per person by 2030; and stipulating that 30 per cent of vehicle sales by 2030 must comprise zero-
emission vehicles. Access Act at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1/bill-57


• Bill 25, Extended Producer Responsibility and Paper and Packaging Act. First Reading:
October 19, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill directs the Government to develop and implement an
EPR program. Access the Bill at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b025.htm


• Bill 28, Sustainable Forest Practices Accountability Act. First Reading: October 19, 2021.
Access the Private Member’s Bill at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b028.htm


CONSULTATIONS


Province consulting on EPR initiatives
Nova Scotia’s Department of Environment and Climate Change has announced that it will begin
targeted stakeholder consultation on expanding the Province’s extended producer responsibility (EPR)
program to include packaging, single-use plastics and paper.
Consultations with municipalities Divert Nova Scotia; the retail sector, specifically, large grocery and
retail store chains; waste management facility operators and haulers; industry and business
associations; environmental stewardship organizations and other relevant stakeholders are scheduled
to begin on January 10, 2021. Input will be used to help design the new waste management model,
regulations, timelines and exemptions for single-use plastics, packaging and paper, as required by the
new Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act. 
Release: https://novascotia.ca/news/release/?id=20211210007


*
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ONTARIO LEGISLATURE
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021. 


• Bill 13, Red Tape Reduction Bill, the Supporting People and Business Act. Royal Assent:
December 2, 2021. Among other things, Bill 13 amendments would give the government greater
control over the type of environmental assessment a project requires. In addition, some critics suggest
that the government’s proposal to allow tire producers to conduct internal audits, instead of third-party
ones, of how many tires they supply in Ontario might encourage under-reporting and therefore serve
to undermine Ontario’s Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act. Access Bill 13 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b013_e.pdf


GAZETTE NOTICES


December 11, 2021,The Ontario Gazette
New Planning Act Regulations take effect January 1, 2022
The following regulations under the province’s Planning Act will take effect on January 1, 2022, the
same date as the proclamation of Schedule 24 of Bill 276, the Supporting Recovery and
Competitiveness Act, 2021:
Ontario Regulation 786/21 – amending Ontario Regulation 197/96 “Consent Applications”:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21786
Ontario Regulation 787/21 – revoking Ontario Regulation 144/95 “Criteria – Validation of Title”:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21787
Ontario Regulation 785/21 – revoking Ontario Regulation 150/95 “Criteria – Power of Sale”:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21785
For background, see ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3958


December 11, 2021,The Ontario Gazette


O. Reg.798/21 under the Pesticides Act stipulates minimum levels of required insurance
Among other things, every operator shall maintain the following insurance coverage in respect of each
extermination business it operates:
• employers’ liability coverage in the amount of at least $1,000,000;
• commercial general liability coverage in the amount of at least $2,000,000;
• Pollution liability coverage in the amount of, i} at least $1,000,000 for all claims in respect of the same


occurrence, or ii) if the extermination business carried on by an operator involves no exterminations
other than exterminations performed by aerial application, at least $150,000 for all claims under the 
insurance in respect of the same occurrence of off-target pesticide deposition.


Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21798


December 4, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Amendments adopt Canadian Electrical Code, Part 1, as the Ontario Electrical Safety Code
O. Reg.777/21, under the Electrical Safety Act, Section 1, adopts the “Canadian Electrical Code Part I,
C22.1:21”, as amended as Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code. The Regulation comes into force on May
5, 2022. Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21777


ONTARIO COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


New Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standards in effect January 1, 2022
Regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021, under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, support a transition from the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions
performance standards (EPS) program, which stipulates new obligations and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions performance standards will apply as of January 1, 2022.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21729
Access related ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


New Excess Soil Registry launched on December 1
Ontario’s Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority’s (RPRA’s) Excess Soil Registry launched on
December 1, 2021, giving registry users a month to use the system before obligations in the On-Site
and Excess Soil Management Regulation Reg. 406/19 to file notices take effect on January 1, 2022.
For more information, access the registry at: rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/
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ONTARIO  ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY  NOTICES
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• A proposal to enable use of the Species at Risk Conservation Fund and to streamline
authorizations for certain activities that impact species at risk,[…]
ERO # 019-2636; decision first posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 17, 2021. Updated with
additional information on December 10, 2021.
On December 10, 2021, the government updated its original proposal to include regulations to enable
payment of charges to the Species at Risk Conservation Fund and regulatory amendments for
conditional exemptions for some activities to further streamline Endangered Species Act, 2007
authorizations. 
The option for proponents to pay charges to the Species at Risk Conservation Fund will be available
starting on April 29, 2022. Access the ERO Notice for full details of related regulatory initiatives at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2636


• Proposed amendments to the Far North Act, 2010
ERO # 019-2684; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 3, 2021.
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks are proceeding to enhance certain
provisions in the Far North Act, 2010 that encourage collaboration between Ontario and First Nations
on land use planning, amend or delete provisions that may hinder economic development, and retain
joint land use planning with all First Nations in the Far North. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2684


• Proposed Changes to Regulations Under the Planning Act
ERO # 019-3958; decision posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on December 9, 2021.
As a result of changes to the Planning Act in Schedule 24 to Bill 276, the Supporting Recovery and
Competitiveness Act, 2021, complementary and consequential changes will be made to O. Reg.
197/96 Consent Applications, O. Reg. 144/95 Criteria – Validation of Title and O. Reg. 150/95 Criteria –
Power of Sale. The Regulations will take effect on January 1, 2022. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3958


• Amendments to O. Reg. 79/15 further Streamline the Use of Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels
ERO # 019-3544; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 7, 2021.
The Ministry is amending O. Reg. 79/15: Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (O. Reg. 79/15 or the
Regulation) under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA) to simplify the approvals process for
manufacturers of cement, lime, iron and steel, to substitute the use of coal and petroleum coke with
fuels derived from materials that would otherwise be disposed in landfills. The amendments to O. Reg.
79/15 will come into force on January 1, 2022. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3544


• Amendments to the Director’s Technical Rules made under the Clean Water Act, 2006
ERO # 019-2219; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 10, 2021.
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks has updated the Director’s Technical Rules
for assessing vulnerability and risks under the Clean Water Act, 2006. These Technical Rules are used
to develop and implement collaborative, watershed-based assessment reports and source protection
plans that protect local drinking water supplies. Access Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2219


• Amendments to wastewater operator licensing regulation to address emergencies
ERO # 019-3515; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 3, 2021.
The regulatory changes ensure the ministry and owners and operators of wastewater facilities have
the staff they need to continue operations in an emergency by extending operator licences and
allowing certain qualified but non-licensed staff to temporarily maintain system operations. Access
Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3515


• Amendments to drinking water operator certification regulation to address emergencies
ERO # 019-3513; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 3, 2021.
See related notice (above) regarding wastewater operator licensing regulations. 
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3513
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ONTARIO  ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRY  NOTICES (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHSRA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Ministry moving to a project list approach under the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO # 019-4219; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Nov. 26, 2021; Comment deadline: Jan. 25, 2022
Amendments to the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA or the Act) made through the COVID-19
Economic Recovery Act, 2020 on July 21, 2020, facilitate the move to a “project list approach”. This
approach will provide the Ministry with the authority to designate projects as subject to either a
comprehensive environmental assessment or a streamlined environmental assessment. 
The current proposal relates to the designation of projects that will be subject to the new
comprehensive EA (Part II.3 of the Act). Under the proposal, most project types that currently require a
comprehensive EA will continue to need one. In addition, a comprehensive EA will be required for
projects such as: new highways of 75 km or more; new railway lines (passenger or freight) of 50 km or
more; certain waterfront projects in the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River System; landfills; hazardous
or liquid industrial waste facilities; and electricity projects.
For transit projects, the government is proposing to generally maintain the types of projects set out in
O. Reg. 231/08 (Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings). However, a few changes are proposed
to allow some projects to follow a streamlined process.
Regulations and other actions related to the new streamlined EA (Part II.4 of the Act) will be subject to
consultations in the future. Until a project list is in place to designate the projects that would be subject
to the streamlined EA, projects which are subject to a class EA will continue to be required to comply
with the class EA provisions. For further clarification, access the ERO Notice and related files at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4219


• Discussion paper: modernizing Ontario’s environmental assessment program
ERO # 013-5101; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 25, 2019; Updated on: December 2, 2022
This is the second and most recent update to this notice. The content of the original posting has not
changed. Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-5101


• Proposed Project List for comprehensive environmental assessments under the EAA
ERO # 019-2377; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 11, 2020; Updated on: December 2, 2022
This notice has been updated to provide the status of consultation on the proposed comprehensive
environmental assessment (EA) project list and the ministry’s next steps regarding this proposal (see
above). Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2377


• Updates to Noise Methods for Assessing Road and Rail traffic
ERO # 019-3239; posted by the Ministry of Transport on December 1, 2021; Comment deadline: January 15, 2022 
The government is replacing the Noise Pollution Control Publication 206 (NPC-206) guideline with the
Noise Pollution Control Publication 306 (NPC-306) in order to provide updated guidance on the
methods and software for determining the impacts of noise due to road and rail projects. Access ERO
Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3239


• Amendments to producer responsibility regulations for tires, batteries and electrical equipment
ERO # 019-4656; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Nov.ember 26, 2021; Comment deadline: Jan. 10, 2022
The government is proposing to amend three producer responsibility regulations covering the tire,
battery and electrical and electronic equipment industries. Links to the proposed regulations are
provided in the ERO Notice at:  https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4656


• Plans to address sulphur dioxide emissions from petroleum facilities
ERO # 019-3443; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 9, 2021; Comment deadline: Dec. 24, 2021
This proposed regulation would, over a defined time period, reduce SO2 emissions by approximately
90%, including an immediate reduction of up to 30% from heavy emitters; require implementation of
certain management practices; and maintain requirements for flaring events. For more details, access
SO2 Regulation Overview - Plain Language at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/SO2%20Regulation%20Overview%20-%20Plain%20Language%20Nov%209%202021.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3443


*
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QUEBEC LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly  launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021.  


• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement certain
measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission vehicles.
The bill amends the Dam Safety Act, in particular to introduce into it the general requirement for
owners to maintain their dams in working order such that they are unlikely to compromise the safety of
persons or property. It adjusts the authorization and approval regime and expands the Minister’s power
under the regime to make orders.
The bill amends the Environment Quality Act to provide for, among other things,
(1) the requirement, in the case of an accidental release of contaminants, to recover, clean or treat the
matter contaminated by the release;
(2) the requirement to record certain information relating to hazardous materials;
(3) clarifications with respect to the power to amend an authorization issued under the Act;
(4) adjustments to the environmental impact assessment and review procedure, in particular with
respect to the Minister’s powers and obligations in the framework of that procedure; and
(5) adjustments to the Minister’s power to issue orders.
With respect to certain measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission
vehicles, the bill authorizes the Government, in the Environment Quality Act, to make a regulation
limiting or prohibiting the sale or lease of certain classes of motor vehicles and authorizes the Minister
to increase the number of zero-emission motor vehicles in Québec.
The bill amends the Pesticides Act to regulate the use of seeds coated with pesticides, to provide
for regulatory powers in order to employ economic instruments and to establish rules for the
possession of pesticides.
The Bill was adopted in principle on December 1, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


GAZETTE NOTICES
December 1, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Rates for using the public fast-charging service for electric vehicles
This amends regulations under the Hydro Quebec Act which set rates for fast-charging at public
facilities. For the use of a 24 kW fast-charging station, the rate is set at $6.20/hour. For the use of a 50
kW fast-charging station, rates range from $10.50 to $21.00/hour; For a fast-charging station of 100
kW or more, rates vary from $$12.94 to $30.33. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105388.pdf


November 24, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting certain transitional measures necessary for the application of the
Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act  
Among other things, the regulation provides details of transitional measures related to conservation
plans for various designated aquatic, biodiversity and ecological reserves. Access the Gazette Notice
at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105373.pdf 


November 17, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting oil-fired heating appliances 
The objective of this Regulation is to reduce manmade greenhouse gas emissions attributable to
domestic heating by gradually prohibiting the installation and repair of certain space and water heaters
powered by certain forms of energy. The Regulation applies to any residential building connected to a
municipal or private electric power system. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105355.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATURE 
The Second Session of the Twenty-Ninth Legislature is adjourned and will reconvene on March 7, 2022. No new
environment or climate change initiatives were recorded in December.


*


THE TERRITORIES


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on November 22, 2021.


• NWT Water Stewardship Strategy Action Plan 2021-2025
This five-year Action Plan (2021-2025), currently under development, will build on the momentum of
the past two Action Plans, ensuring continued progress towards achieving the goals and vision of the
Water Strategy. Access and participate in consultations at: 
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/engagements/water-stewardship-strategy-action-plan-2021-2025


NUNAVUT 
A territorial election was held on October 25, 2021. The Nunavut Planning Commission announced it is
rescheduling the public hearings on the 2021 Draft Land Use Plan to March 2022.


YUKON
The Fall Sitting of the Legislative Assembly commenced on October 7, 2021.


• Bill 5, an Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021). Royal Assent: December 2,
2021. The Bill will “provide for the regulation of roads constructed or used to access resources such as
mines and minerals and oil and gas (defined as “resource roads”)”. Access the Bill at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill005-Act-to-AmendTerritorial-Lands-Yukon-Act-2021.pdf. 


• Yukon Guide for Developing Water Quality Objectives and Effluent Quality Standards for
Quartz Mining Projects. Access the Guide at: 
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/env/env-yukon-guide-developing-waterquality-objectives-effluent-quality-standards-quartz-minig-projects.pdf.


• Consultation on Draft Policy for the Stewardship of Yukon’s Wetlands. Plans are to have a final
wetlands policy in May 2022. A link to the draft policy is available at:
https://yukon.ca/en/news/wetlands-policy-out-final-public-review.


*


Energy and environment
FEDERAL CONSULTATIONS


Canada Energy Regulator (CER) Regulatory Framework Plan, 2021 - 2024
The Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents
the CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. The current plan outlines planned initiatives related
to the following:
• Onshore Pipeline Regulations (OPR)
• Cost Recovery Regulations
• Designated Companies Cost Recovery regulation
• Export / Import Regulations
• Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMP) Regulations
• Rules of Practice and Procedure.
Access the Plan including more details and consultation deadlines at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024/index.html
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FEDERAL CONSULTATIONS (continued)


Canada Energy Regulator’s proposal for new Cost Recovery Regulations 
Reminder: On November 1, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator released a Regulatory Proposal to
seek feedback on the proposed amendments for the cost recovery regulations under the Canadian
Energy Regulator Act (CER Act). For more information on the Regulatory Proposal or to further discuss
its contents, please contact Rumu Sen (rumu.sen@cer-rec.gc.ca) (toll- free 1-800-899-1265).
Access the Regulatory Proposal for the Cost Recovery Regulations at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/acts-regulations/cer-act-regulations-guidance-notes-related-documents/canada-energy-regulator-cost-recovery-regulations-regulatory-proposal/index.html


Comments may be emailed to: costrecoveryregulations@cer-rec.gc.ca


*
ALBERTA LEGISLATURE


• Bill 86, Electricity Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Second Reading on November 24,
2021.The legislative amendments proposed under the act allow the integration of energy storage into
Alberta’s interconnected electricity system in both the competitive electricity market and the
transmission and distribution system.
Specifically, the energy storage amendments in Bill 86 would enable competitive procurement of
energy storage across the system by introducing new definitions for both energy storage resource and
energy storage facility, and setting the stage for their approvals. In addition, the amendments will allow
distribution and transmission companies to use this technology to provide utility service under certain
circumstances, which could help keep costs down for ratepayers over the long term.
Access at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-086.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS


AER finalizes new requirements to manage oil and gas liability
On December 1, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it  had finalized new
requirements to manage oil and gas liability. The AER's new Directive 088: Licensee Life-Cycle
Management - now in effect -  introduces new requirements to better identify if companies have the
means to clean up throughout the life of their projects. The directive includes the following:
• a holistic assessment of the licensee: considers more than 40 different factors, including those listed in


section 4.5 of Directive 067, and the licensee capability assessment, which includes the remaining
lifespan of the resource, the company's financial and liability risk, and the company's administrative,
operational, and closure performance.


• an inventory reduction program which sets mandatory industry-wide closure spend targets (including a
target of $422 million in 2022) and company-specific targets to complete closure work; and


• a licensee management program which identifies companies at risk of not being able to meet their
responsibilities, including site cleanup, and intervenes when necessary to ensure their obligations are
addressed.


The new directive strengthens the AER's application requirements for transferring oil and gas licences
between companies. Going forward, applications to transfer licences will trigger a holistic assessment of
both companies by the AER to ensure the receiving company can safely operate the infrastructure and
reclaim it when it is no longer in use.
With these new requirements, the AER can also require a company to pay security at any point during
the life cycle of energy development to ensure the cost of closing infrastructure remains with industry.
The AER is also working on a new approach to collecting security that will replace existing requirements.
Additional details on the new approach will be shared in 2022.
The release of these requirements is the latest step taken by the AER to implement the Government of
Alberta's Liability Management Framework. 
Access Directive 088: Licensee Life-Cycle Management at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-088
Access related bulletin (2021-45) New Requirements and Guidance Related to Liability Management at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-45
Access related manual 023 - Licensee Life-Cycle Management (December 2021) at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/manuals/Manual023.pdf
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ALBERTA AER BULLETINS


• Directive 013: Suspension Requirements for Wells
On December 1, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Directive 013: Suspension
Requirements for Wells, along with a related Bulletin (2021-45) dealing with new requirements and
guidance regarding Liability Management. The purpose of this Directive is to set out suspension,
inspection, and reactivation requirements for wells, as required under section 3.020 of the Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules. 
The current directive replaces a previous edition issued April 21, 2021.
Access Directive 0-13 at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive013.pdf


• Bulletin 2021-44 Invitation for Feedback on Revisions to Directive 050: Drilling Waste
Management
On November 19, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it is seeking feedback
on updates to Directive 050: Drilling Waste Management. According to AER, the proposed changes
reduce the regulatory burden throughout the life cycle of drilling waste management without
compromising safety. The AER has clarified requirements, improved efficiency, and enabled operators
to reduce land disturbance from drilling waste management practices. 
Comment deadline: Jan 7, 2022. 
Access Directive 050 (Draft): Drilling Waste Management at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive050_DrillingWasteMgmt_FINAL.pdf:
Access AER bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-44


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA OIL & GAS COMMISSION BULLETINS


Process Simplified for Gas Processing Plant Fluid Analyses (INDB 2021-31)
The BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) is simplifying the process for submitting Gas
Processing Plant (“Plant”) Fluid Analyses. Effective December 6, 2021, permit holders of gas
processing plants in BC must use the eSubmission online portal when submitting annual analyses of
fluids entering the Plant. This includes both the gas analysis and associated hydrocarbon liquid
analysis, and each marketable product leaving the Plant. This is due by January 31 each year:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/process-simplified-for-gas-processing-plant-fluid-analyses-indb-2021-31/


New Well Decommissioning Guidelines (INDB 2021-30)
On November 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) published new guidance for
permit holders decommissioning (also known as “abandoning”) wells authorized under the Oil and Gas
Activities Act. The BC Well Decommissioning Guidelines, effective January 1, 2022, replace the
previously-referenced guidance issued by the Alberta Energy Regulator.
Access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-b-c-well-decommissioning-guidelines-indb-2021-30/
Access the guidelines at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/files/operations-documentation/Well-Decommissioning/BC-Well-Decommissioning-Guidelines-v1.00.pdf


Changes to Management of Non-Compliance Notices (INDB 2021-29)
On November 24, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) announced that it is
developing a new portal for managing industry compliance called the Compliance Management
Information System (CM-IS). The first release of CM-IS for external users is planned for February
2022 and will include functionality for managing notices of alleged non-compliance with operational
submission requirements (“administrative non-compliance notices”). Subsequent releases of CM-IS
will add additional capabilities.
Access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/changes-to-management-of-non-compliance-notices-indb-2021-29/


*
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ONTARIO ERO NOTICES


Supporting roof-top solar and other renewable resources by clarifying net metering
arrangements
ERO#  019-4554; proposal posted by the Ministry of Energy on November 1, 2021; Comment deadline: December 16, 2021
The Ministry of Energy is proposing to amend the net metering regulation to clarify criteria for a customer to
qualify as an eligible generator when they are leasing or financing the generation equipment used by the
customer for net metering.
Net metering is a billing arrangement whereby a customer generates electricity from a renewable source for
their own use while still drawing electricity from the grid when needed. The customer is billed only for the
amount of electricity they consume and receives a credit on their bill for any electricity they generate and
send to the grid. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4554


QUEBEC GAZETTE NOTICES


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting a 300-megawatt block of wind energy  
A block of wind energy of a target capacity of 300 megawatts must be connected to Hydro-Québec’s
main network. The electric power distributor must issue a tender solicitation for the block referred to in
section 1 not later than December 31, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105374.pdf


Regulation respecting a 480-megawatt block of renewable energy  
A block of renewable energy of a target capacity of 480 megawatts of power contribution must be
connected to Hydro-Québec’s main network.
The electric power distributor must issue a tender solicitation for the block referred to in section 1 not
later than December 31, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105375.pdf


Workplace health and safety  
FEDERAL BILLS
On November 22, 2021, the House of Commons opened for the 44th Parliament. The House will remain in 
session until December 17.


• Bill C-3, An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Canada Labour Code. Completed
Second Reading: December 9, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Canada Labour
Code to stipulate that an employee may take up to 10 days of medical leave of absence with pay in a
calendar year: https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-3/first-reading


• Bill C-2, An Act to provide further support in response to COVID-19. Completed Second
Reading: December 2, 2021.
Part 1 extends subsidies under the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS), the Canada
Emergency Rent Subsidy (CERS), and the Canada Recovery Hiring Program until May 7, 2022. 
Part 2 enacts the Canada Worker Lockdown Benefit Act to authorize the payment of the Canada
worker lockdown benefit in regions where a lockdown is imposed for reasons related to COVID-19.
Part 4 amends the Canada Labour Code to, among other things, create a regime that provides for a
leave of absence related to COVID-19. Access Bill C-2 at: 
https://www.parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/44-1/bill/C-2/first-reading
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FEDERAL GAZETTE NOTICES


December 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 45
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc. 
Access Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-11/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb3


December 8, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Grade Crossings Regulations: SOR/2021-233
Amendments made under the Railway Safety Act revise the scope of application of the Grade Crossing
Regulations by setting requirements for grade crossings according to a risk-based model. 
Under this model, grade crossings considered to be low risk are now not subject to the upgrade
requirements previously stipulated. 
The amendments also extend the compliance deadline for upgrade requirements by one year (until
November 28, 2022) for existing crossings considered to be high priority, and three years (until
November 28, 2024) for all other existing crossings (i.e. crossings that do not meet the threshold criteria
for low-risk or high priority). For more details, access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-12-08/html/sor-dors233-eng.html
December 4, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada - recap
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Prohibition of Entry into Canada from any Country Other than the United States): This Order
continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals if they have COVID-19, suspect they have COVID-19, or are
exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 - subject to some exceptions. This Order amends some of the entry
requirements for foreign nationals, based on vaccination status. All changes under the Order are described under
the “Implications” section. The new Order extends the duration of the measures until January 31, 2022:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-04/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States): This Order continues to prohibit entry of foreign nationals arriving from the
United States if they have COVID-19 or are exhibiting signs and symptoms of COVID-19, subject to certain
exceptions. The Order amends some of the entry requirements for foreign nationals, based on vaccination
status. All changes under the Order are described under the “Implications” section. The Order is in force until
January 31, 2022: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-04/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations). This Order continues to require all persons who enter Canada, whether by air, land, or water, to
provide accurate contact information for the first 14 days in Canada, and to answer questions to determine if they
have signs or symptoms of COVID-19. The Order maintains all requirements for all unvaccinated travellers to
have a negative COVID-19 molecular test result before entering Canada (or proof of prior infection), to undergo
testing when entering and once again later in the 14-day post entry period, and to quarantine upon entry into
Canada, subject to limited exceptions. The Order expires on January 31, 2022:  https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-
pr/p1/2021/2021-12-04/html/order-decret-eng.html#dd1


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


Weekly summary of COVID-19 and re-opening requirements across Canada 
Reminder: “2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada” is a concise
tracking sheet, updated weekly by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety
(CCOHS). The resource summarizes the status of business and community restoration plans
across all Canadian jurisdictions and documents the local state of emergency orders and
what phase of recovery each jurisdiction is in. 
Additionally, the tracking sheet covers what kinds of gatherings are permitted, various travel
restrictions across the country as well as linking health and safety guidance provided for
businesses as people return to serving the public. 
Access 2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada at:
http://ccinfoweb2.ccohs.ca/legislation/documents/notes/oshleg/2020_COVID-19_Re-opening_Tracker.pdf 
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FEDERAL MANAGEMENT RESOURCES (continued)


Coping with substance use in the Canadian workplace
by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS).
“It isn’t the role of a supervisor or manager to diagnose substance use or addiction, only to recognize
impairment and respond according to the organization’s policies”. Access related resources:
Substance Use in the Workplace - ccohs.ca/oshanswers/psychosocial/substance.html
Substance Use and the Trades Infographic -  www.ccohs.ca/products/posters/substance-use-trades/
Impairment at Work -  ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/impairment.html
Impairment at Work – Reporting and Responding -
ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/impairment_reporting.html
Opioids in the Workplace - https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/hsprograms/opiods.html


REPORTS


Auditor general says federal government failed to protect foreign farm workers from the
pandemic. The federal department charged with inspecting farms that hire temporary foreign workers
failed to keep tabs on how well employers were protecting their staff during the pandemic, Canada's
auditor general reported on December 9, 2021. Access A-G’s Report #13 “Health and Safety of
Agricultural Temporary Foreign Workers in Canada During the COVID-19 Pandemic”.
Access the report at: https://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/internet/docs/parl_oag_202112_02_e.pdf


*
ALBERTA GAZETTE NOTICES 
November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
New Occupational Health and Safety Code - Alberta Regulation 191/2021 - now in effect
A comprehensive new OH&S Code - described previously in EHSRA  - took effect on December 1,
2021. The Code is printed in full, beginning on page 564 of the November 15, 2021 edition of the
Alberta Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
To aid in compliance, the Alberta Government has posted the following series of fact sheets:


• Change highlights: the 2020 OHS Act
Access at:https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li065-leg


• Occupational health and safety and the internal responsibility system
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li051-leg


• Health and safety programs: OHS information for employers and prime contractors
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042-leg


• Health and safety programs - Templates and samples
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042tmp-leg


• Prime contractor role and duties: OHS information for contractors, employers and workers
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li018-leg


• Potentially serious incident reporting: legislation updates
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li067-leg


• Disciplinary action complaints: OHS information for employers and workers
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li061-leg


• Right to refuse dangerous work: OHS information for employers and workers
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li049-leg


• Role and duties of Alberta OHS officers: Information for work site parties
Access resource at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li046-leg


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Previous Occupational Health and Safety Regulation repealed
With the advent of a new OH&S Act, pursuant to section 85 of the Occupational Health and Safety
Act, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation (AR 62/2003) is repealed. Access details [p561] at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf
Also repealed: The Administrative Penalty (Occupational Health and Safety Act) Regulation (AR
165/2013) and The Farming and Ranching Exemption Regulation (AR 27/95) [page 560].
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ALBERTA  GAZETTE NOTICES (continued)


November 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
New Occupational Health and Safety Regulation amendments
Among other things, the amendments grant powers to the Minister to set up research and education
programs and establish occupational health and safety surveillance programs for the purposes of
preventing work site illnesses and injuries. Further amendments clarify what is meant by “regular
employment” and the definition of personal protective equipment. Access details [p559] at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


Safety Codes Act Administrative Penalties Regulation amendment
Section 14 is amended by striking out “December 1, 2021” and substituting “December 1, 2026”. Access
Gazette Notice (p.558) at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/21_Nov15_Part2.pdf


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


• Guide for Alberta's Radiation Protection Program. Updated on November 17, 2021. This
Guide outlines the parameters of Alberta’s Radiation Protection Program, which is established under
the Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Act. The OHS Code (which falls under the OHS Act) places
an obligation on employers to ensure that all designated radiation equipment has a valid registration
certificate before the equipment may be used at a work site. This Guide explains how a registration
certificate is issued, including the role of radiation inspection and registration agencies, and
Government of Alberta staff within the process. Access resource at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/7466e383-f25e-4bfc-b620-606ae49e35e2/resource/0b5db41a-ac4a-4d78-80ba-565fb315130b/download/lbr-guide-for-albertas-radiation-protection-program-2021-11.pdf


• Multiple chemical sensitivity: Literature review and state of the science summary.
Updated on November 29, 2021. Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) is a complex, chronic health
condition associated with numerous symptoms, linked to low-level exposure to one or more chemicals.
Significant gaps exist in the scientific understanding of MCS. Variability in observed symptoms and
subsequent clinical diagnoses limit the certainty of population prevalence estimates. Alberta Health
commissioned a literature review from a consultancy in the fields of toxicology and environmental
assessment to understand the current state of science related to MCS. Access study at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/890ffd6e-2601-4b81-908c-bddce3f83a9d/resource/512f0b98-7870-4ab0-876a-dbcd2fd2754c/download/health-multiple-chemical-sensitivity-literature-review-state-of-science-summary-2021.pdf


• Director order [Director of Occupational Health and Safety Order – Disturbing the
Scene]. Updated on November 26, 2021. This resource outlines the specific types of incidents to which
the prohibition against disturbing the scene does not apply. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ohs-director-order-disturbing-the-scene


• Elevating Devices, Passenger Ropeways and Amusement Rides Administration
Regulation. Updated on November 17, 2021. This regulation delegates powers, duties and functions of
administrator and safety codes officers respecting elevator, passenger ropeway, and amusement ride safety
to the Alberta Elevating Devices and Amusement Rides Safety Association, to ensure that owners are
compliant with the Safety Codes Act, regulations, codes and standards. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2011_076.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779827084&display=html


• COVID-19 information: Requirements for the Restrictions Exemption Program. Updated
on December 2, 2021. Access details at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-requirements-for-restrictions-exemption-program


Related resource: REP safety training now available. Restrictions Exemption Program Safety Training is available to
employees of Alberta-based businesses and organizations who are implementing the REP and other COVID-19 safety
requirements. The free, 45-minute online training is available to help employers to assess and manage challenging
situations that may arise during their daily operations. Employers can learn more about the training and enrol employees at: 
alberta.ca/restrictions-exemption-program-safety-training.aspx 


• COVID-19 information: Tips for holiday work celebrations. Updated on December 8, 2021. 
This document contains COVID-19 information for workplaces planning holiday celebrations. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8207a34e-845a-43dc-bdf5-916ba081d9ec/resource/9c64eada-8f85-4b8c-91c2-3363c14cf7fe/download/health-covid-19-tips-for-holiday-work-celebrations-2021-12.pdf


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


New and revised regulatory requirements affecting multiple industries now in effect 
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, BC Reg. 296/97, is
amended to address miscellaneous workplace health and safety provisions related to the following topics: 
• Combustible and flammable liquids (Parts 1, 5, 22, and 23)
• Ionizing radiation — dose limits for the lens of the eye (Part 7)
• Traffic control (Part 18)
• Certification of concrete pump operators (Part 20)
• Blasting operations (Part 21)
• Arborists (Part 26)
• Logging truck load securement (Part 26)
• Housekeeping amendments (Parts 14, 24, and 25)
An overview document is available at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/act-amendments/overview-changes-occupational-health-safety-regulation-dec-21?lang=en


N.B. These changes were described earlier in previous editions of EHSRA and are detailed in the August
24, 2021 edition of the British Columbia Gazette at: 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n16_222-2021
Access related Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


CONSULTATIONS


Consultation launched on WorkSafeBC proposed 2022–2024 Policy Workplans
On December 10, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that its Policy, Regulation and Research
Department has prepared draft 2022–2024 Policy Workplans for stakeholder review and comment.
These workplans encompass policy priorities relating to compensation, occupational disease,
assessments, and occupational health and safety. Stakeholders are invited to review the discussion
paper and proposed workplans, and to provide feedback by January 14, 2022. Access the
discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/proposed-2022-2024-policy-workplans?lang=en


Proposed amendments related to the Accounts Receivable System Implementation
On December 1, 2021, WorkSafeBC released a discussion paper on proposed policy amendments
related to the implementation of a new Accounts Receivable System.
Comment deadline: January 14, 2022. Access the discussion paper at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-


policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-2022-2024-policy-workplans


Proposed WorkSafeBC workers’ compensation policy amendments regarding
suitable occupation for loss of earnings assessment
On December 6, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that its Policy, Regulation and Research
Department had released a discussion paper, with options and draft policy, on suitable occupation for
loss of earnings assessment. The definition of suitable occupation in WorkSafe BC’s permanent
partial disability policy sets out the factors to consider when estimating what a worker is capable of
earning after a workplace injury results in a permanent partial disability (PPD). Comment deadline:
March 4, 2022. 
Access the proposed policy amendments regarding suitable occupation for loss of earnings
assessment discussion document at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-suitable-occupation-for-loss-of-earnings-assessment


Consultation on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC recently released a discussion paper on determining workplace status
under the Workers’ Compensation Act. "Workplace status" refers to whether someone is an
employer, worker, or independent operator and defines the rights and responsibilities the person has
under the Act. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021. Access discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status
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BRITISH COLUMBIA MANAGEMENT RESOURCES 


E-Limit puts BC Exposure Limits at your fingertips
WorkSafeBC recently launched a new digital tool called “E-Limit.” It is designed to provide
information about BC ELs in a searchable and easy-to-read format. E-Limit includes chemical name
and CAS number and associated health hazard notations referenced in BC’s Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation. Search E-Limit at: https://elimit.online.worksafebc.com


Employers must have emergency response plans to protect workers from impacts
related to severe weather, natural disasters, and other emergencies
The recent floods in BC have prompted WorkSafeBC to issue a reminder to employers that, under
the OH&S Regulation, all employers are expected to plan, prepare, and train their employees for all
emergencies - including planning for evacuation, rescue, and re-entry, when safe to do so.
Key requirements include:
• Conducting a risk assessment to determine the most likely emergency situations in the workplace. 
• Engaging workers in the risk assessment.
• Developing appropriate written procedures for evacuation and rescue.
• Providing well-marked means of escape in the event of an emergency.
• Ensuring that emergency procedures consider the safety of disabled workers.
• Conducting drills at least once every year.
• Making sure all workers on site know how to respond to an incident. 
• Providing training to employees in emergency procedures and fire prevention.
• Having first aid resources onsite.
• Providing appropriate personal protective equipment for workers doing the rescue or evacuation.
• Ensuring a sufficient number of workers are available to implement rescue procedures.
Related resource: “Emergency Response Planning: 12 Tips for an Effective Emergency Response Plan”
at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/emergency-response-planning-12-tips?lang=en


Preventing workplace violence when checking for proof of vaccination status
WorkSafeBC recently reminded employers that workers checking for BC Vaccine Cards may be
subject to harassing, threatening, or, in some situations, violent behaviour.
The agency notes that “employers must have policies and procedures in place to protect workers
from bullying and harassing behaviour from customers, clients, members of the public, and other
workers”.  For more information, see: 
• “OHS Regulation Part 4: Violence in the Workplace”, at:


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-04-general-conditions#SectionNumber:4.27


Employers can also refer to the following WorkSafeBC OH&S management resources:
• “Bullying & harassment” at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/bullying-harassment
• “Violence in the workplace” at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/health-safety/hazards-exposures/violence
• “Take Care: How to Develop and Implement a Workplace Violence Prevention Program” at:


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/take-care-how-to-develop-and-implement-a-workplace-violence-prevention-program?lang=en


• See also: “go2hr’s Scripts”: Responding to difficult guest situations during a pandemic at:
https://www.go2hr.ca/training-education/scripts-responding-to-difficult-guest-situations-during-a-pandemic


Background: By order of the BC provincial health officer (PHO), proof of vaccination is required to access some
events, services, and businesses. To verify vaccination status, employers must review the BC Vaccine Card as well as a
piece of photo ID that matches the name on the vaccine card. The requirement is in place until at least January 31,
2022. Businesses and organizations that do not comply with the PHO order may be issued a violation ticket. 


Preventing carbon monoxide poisoning from outdoor heating units
WorkSafeBC’s Senior occupational hygienist, Geoff Clark, explains the risks of heaters powered by
natural gas or propane, and the precautionary measures you should take to prevent carbon
monoxide (CO) gas exposure for staff and guests. Access article at:


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Five paid sick days coming January 1, 2022
Paid sick leave will be standard for workers in BC beginning January 1, 2022, with a minimum of
five paid sick days each year: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021PREM0073-002235


*
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MANITOBA LEGISLATURE
The legislature resumed sitting on October 6, 2021. The following is a list of recent OHS-related legislation
passed by the Manitoba legislature and previously summarized in past issues of EHSRA:


• Bill 11:  the workplace safety and health amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php
• Bill 18:  the workers compensation amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php
The Workplace Safety and Health Act was amended in May 2021, creating some changes to workplace
safety and health laws in Manitoba. To aid in compliance, the Workplace Safety and Health Branch has
provided some fact sheets on appeals and administrative penalties, frivolous and vexatious complaints, and
reprisals. These can be accessed via: “Frequently Asked Questions: Workplace Safety and Health Act
Amendments” at: https://www.safemanitoba.com/News/Pages/News_WSHActAmendments_21SWMB.aspx
Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Amendments to Workers Compensation Act to add coverage for five additional cancers
to the list of presumptive cancers, pertaining to firefighters and at-risk personnel
Reminder: On November 26, 2021, the government announced that it is amending the Workers’
Compensation Act (WCA) to include coverage for five additional cancers to the list of presumptive
cancers, pertaining to firefighters and at-risk personnel in the Manitoba Fire Commissioners Office.
Access release at: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52777&posted=2021-11-26


*
NEW BRUNSWICK LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on November 2, 2021. 


• Bill 73, An Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act. Second Reading:
November 5, 2021. Access at:https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-73-e.htm


• Bill 74, An Act to Amend the Electrical Installation and Inspection Act. Second Reading: 
November 5, 2021. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-74-e.htm


• Bill 75, An Act to Amend the Mining Act. Second Reading: November 5, 2021. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-75-e.htm


GAZETTE NOTICES


November 10, 2021, The Royal Gazette
WorkSafeNB publishes industry assessment rates for 2022
Reminder: New workers’ compensation industry assessment rates - organized under the NAICS (North
American Industry Classification System) - have been published in the Gazette, beginning at page 954.
Access the listing at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/Gazette/2021/rg-2021-11-10.pdf


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Health, safety and wellness strategy to be developed for health-care workers
In mid-November, 2021, the provincial government released a new health plan called Stabilizing Health
Care: An Urgent Call to Action. The plan includes a new strategy to address health, safety and wellness
in the workplace for health-care professionals that will focus on reducing workplace violence.
Access the plan at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/health_plan.html


Travelers to New Brunswick must pre-register  
The provincial government recently reminded New Brunswickers that showing proof of full vaccination when
accessing certain events, services and businesses, and mandatory masking in all public indoor spaces is now
required. In addition, anyone entering the province must pre-register through the New Brunswick Travel
Registration Program: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19.html


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Decision on new and revised BC Exposure Limits 
At its November 2021 meeting, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors (BOD) approved the adoption of the
2016, 2017, and 2018 new and revised American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists
Threshold Limit Values (ACGIH TLVs) for the following select chemical substances:
• Chlorine (8-hour TWA only)
• Ethyl isocyanate
• Hard metals, containing cobalt and tungsten carbide, as Co
• Phenyl isocyanate
• Tungsten and compounds in the absence of Cobalt, as W
Effective March 1, 2022, these substances will be assigned BC exposure limits, as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Substance BC exposure limits______________________________________________________________________


8-hour time-weighted Short-term 
average limit exposure limit Ceiling limit


_____________________________________________________________________________


Ethyl isocyanate 0.02 ppm 0.06 ppm —
_____________________________________________________________________________


Hard metals, 
containing Cobalt 
and Tungsten 0.005 mg/m3


carbide, as Co (Thoracic) — —
_____________________________________________________________________________


Phenyl isocyanate 0.005 ppm —  
(Unchanged) 0.015 ppm (withdrawn)


_____________________________________________________________________________


Tungsten and 
compounds 
in the absence of 
Cobalt, as W 3 mg/m3 (Respirable) — (withdrawn) —
_____________________________________________________________________________


For chlorine, the BOD adopted the ACGIH TLV of 0.1 ppm (8-hour exposure limit), but did not adopt the
ACGIH TLV of 0.4 ppm (15-minute short-term exposure limit) as a BC EL due to sampling issues.
Effective March 1, 2022, Chlorine will be reflected in the Table of Exposure Limits for Excluded
Substances in Policy R5.48-1 of the Prevention Manual as B.C. exposure limits as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Substance BC exposure limits______________________________________________________________________


8-hour time-weighted Short-term 
average limit exposure limit Ceiling limit


_____________________________________________________________________________
Chlorine 0.1 ppm 1 ppm —_____________________________________________________________________________


Effective March 1, 2022, Chromite ore processing; Lead chromate, as Cr(VI), total; and Lead chromate,
as Pb will be reflected in the Table of Exposure Limits for Excluded Substances in Policy R5.48-1 of the
Prevention Manual as B.C. exposure limits as follows:
_____________________________________________________________________________
Substance BC exposure limits______________________________________________________________________


8-hour time-weighted Short-term 
average limit exposure limit Ceiling limit


_____________________________________________________________________________
Chlromite ore See B.C. exposure limits for:  Trivalent chromium compounds, as Cr(III), 
processing total; and Hexavalent chromium compounds, as Cr(VI), total)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Lead chromate, (See B.C. exposure limits for: Hexavalent chromium compounds, as 
as Cr(VI), total Cr(VI), total)
_____________________________________________________________________________
Lead chromate, – (withdrawn)
as Pb_____________________________________________________________________________


Reference:  https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/regulating-chemical-exposure/decision-new-revised-occupational-exposure-limits-2021







NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR LEGISLATURE
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on October 18, 2021.


• Bill 6, Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Under S.12.
(1) An owner shall implement physical and administrative measures and operational procedures to
ensure that (a) exposure of a radiation worker or other individual to ionizing radiation is kept (i) as low
as is reasonably achievable, and (ii) below the maximum permissible dose of radiation. Additionally,
among other things, under S.11, an owner must: 
(h) monitor exposure and maintain records of exposure to ionizing radiation for radiation workers in
accordance with the regulations; (i) discontinue the use of radiation equipment that fails to comply
with this Act and regulations, until required changes have been made to the radiation equipment or
the manner of operation of the radiation equipment; (j) notify the director of (i) an incident leading to
the exposure or suspected exposure of an individual to ionizing radiation in excess of the maximum
permissible dose of radiation, (ii) any exposure of an individual to a level of ionizing radiation in
excess of the intended dose of ionizing radiation, and (iii) any unintended exposure of an individual to
ionizing radiation. Access the full text of the Act at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2106.htm


• Bill 38, Accessibility Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Among other things, the Bill
would: establish an advisory board to make recommendations regarding accessibility standards;
require an individual, organization or public body that is subject to an accessibility standard to take
actions to prevent barriers from being created and to identify and remove barriers; and require public
bodies to prepare accessibility plans every 3 years and make them publicly available.
Access full text of Bill 38 at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2138.htm


• Bill 22, An Act Respecting Off-Road Vehicles. Royal Assent: November 16, 2021. The Act applies
to all-terrain vehicles, side-by-sides, snowmobiles, mini-bikes, dirt-bikes, dune/sport buggies, and
amphibious vehicles. Proposed changes include: the mandatory use of helmets; new safety training
requirements; new supervision requirements; new requirements for operating on a highway; and
increased fines. Access Bill 22 at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2122.htm


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Mandatory vaccine regulations now in effect 
In keeping with the mandatory vaccine policy for Provincial Government employees that comes into effect on
December 17, 2021, the COVID-19 Vaccine Regulations also require that employees and service providers
of certain businesses, facilities and organizations must be fully vaccinated or have an approved medical
exemption by December 17, 2021. Access more information at: www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19


*
NOVA SCOTIA LEGISLATURE


• Bill 18, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 15, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill adds a subsection, (3A), listing cancers and other diseases to be
prescribed under the Act. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b018.htm


• Bill 40, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill amends the Workers' Compensation Act to provide that earnings-
replacement benefits for former workers of the Cape Breton Development Corporation's underground
coal mine do not expire at age 65 so long as those benefits are reimbursed by the Government of
Canada. Access the Bill at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b040.htm


• Bill 42, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
to include workers carrying out child-protection services. Access Bill 42 at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b042.htm


*
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ONTARIO LEGISLATURE
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 27, Working for Workers Act, 2021. Carried on Third Reading: November 30, 2021. 
Among other things, the Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to impose a requirement
on employers that employ 25 or more employees to have a written policy with respect to
disconnecting from work. The term “disconnecting from work” is defined to mean not engaging in
work-related communications, including emails, telephone calls, video calls or the sending or
reviewing of other messages, so as to be free from the performance of work.
In addition, a new Part XV.1 of the Act prohibits employers from entering into employment contracts or
other agreements with an employee that are, or that include, a non-compete agreement. Certain
exceptions are provided for. 
The Fair Access to Regulated Professions and Compulsory Trades Act, 2006 is also amended to
prohibit regulated professions from including Canadian experience requirements as qualifications for
registration unless an exemption is granted. Access Bill 27 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-27


• Bill 16, WSIB Coverage for Workers in Residential Care Facilities and Group Homes Act,
2021. This Private Member’s Bill was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill’s purpose
is to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997 to stipulate that an employer who operates
a residential care facility or a group home is a Schedule 1 employer for the purposes of the Act.
Access Bill 16 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b016_e.pdf


GAZETTE NOTICES


December 4, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
Amendments adopt Canadian Electrical Code, Part 1, as the province’s Electrical Safety Code
Under O. Reg.777/21, filed on November 17 under the Electrical Safety Act, Section 1 of Ontario
Regulation 164/99 is revoked and the following substituted:


1. The code issued by the Canadian Standards Association entitled “Canadian Electrical Code Part I, C22.1:21”, as
amended by the document entitled “Ontario Amendments to the Canadian Electrical Code Part 1, C22.1”, amended on
September 9, 2021 and issued by the Electrical Safety Authority, are together adopted as the Electrical Safety Code.


The Regulation comes into force on May 5, 2022. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21777


ANNOUNCEMENTS


Plan to safely reopen Ontario and manage COVID-19 for the long-term update
Reminder: On October 22, 2021, the Ontario government released A Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario
and Manage COVID-19 for the Long-Term. The Plan outlines the province’s gradual approach to lifting
remaining public health and workplace safety measures by March 2022.
In the absence of concerning trends in public health and health care, public health and workplace
safety measures will be lifted based on the proposed following milestones:
January 17, 2022 - the province intends to begin gradually lifting capacity limits in settings where proof
of vaccination is not required.
February 7, 2022 - The government intends to lift proof of vaccination requirements in high-risk
settings, including night clubs, strip clubs, etc. 
By March 28, 2022, it is intended that remaining public health and workplace safety measures will be
lifted.
Note that these deadlines are subject to change. For more details, access release at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001027/ontario-releases-plan-to-safely-reopen-ontario-and-manage-covid-19-for-the-long-term


Ontario Extending COVID-19 Paid Sick Days
On December 7, 2021, the province announced that it is extending its Worker Income Protection
Benefit program, which provides paid sick days, until July 31, 2022. Employees can continue to
access this paid leave to get tested, vaccinated, self-isolate, or care for a family member. Access
release at: https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001296/ontario-extending-covid-19-paid-sick-days
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ONTARIO CONSULTATIONS
Occupational disease policy framework consultation open
Ontario’s Workplace Safety & Insurance Board (WSIB) is inviting stakeholders to provide feedback on
its draft Occupational Disease Policy Framework. The framework provides among other things:
• an outline of the legislative scheme under the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act (WSIA);
• a process for identifying and prioritizing occupational disease policy issues;
• the approach to gathering scientific evidence and other information to support research and analysis;
• a description of the thresholds used to determine whether an occupational disease is best treated as a 
schedule entry or policy.


Comment deadline: January 31, 2022. Access the draft Occupational Disease Policy Framework at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/draft-occupational-disease-policy-framework-consultation-purposes


Employment Standards Act, 2000 (ESA) proposed policies on disconnecting from work
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register to amend the ESA to require employers that employ 25 or more
employees on January 1 of any year to have a written “disconnecting from work” policy in place by 
March 1, 2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39527


REPORTS


Report on the Future of Work recommends retaining, retraining and rewarding workers
On December 9, 2021, the Ontario government released 21 recommendations from the Ontario
Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC) on making the province the best place to live,
work and raise a family. Access the Committee’s report at:
https://www.ontario.ca/document/future-work-ontario


IWH 2020-21 annual report highlights Institute’s COVID-related research. The IWH 2020-
21 annual report, titled Taking Stock, describes the Institute’s research related to the work-health
interface. Access at: 
https://www.iwh.on.ca/corporate-reports?utm_medium=email&utm_source=iwhnews&utm_campaign=iwhnews-2021-12


MANAGEMENT RESOURCES


Preventing Workplace Violence During [Health] Care Transitions. This new workplace
violence prevention toolkit from the Public Services Health & Safety Association, outlines best
practices related to collaborating with workplace parties to address transitioning care recipients with a
risk of violence. Access at: 
https://workplace-violence.ca/tools/transitions/?utm_source=hsany&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=november+2021


COMPLIANCE REMINDER


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently amended to
streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes, described in
detail in previous issues of EHS RA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


*


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND GAZETTE NOTICES
November 27, 2021, The Royal Gazette 
COVID-19 Prevention and self-isolation order
The Order applies to all persons residing in or present in Prince Edward Island; and all businesses,
services and organizations operating or carrying on business in Prince Edward Island. Access the
Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/royal_gazette/rg_issue_48-november_27_2021.pdf


*
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QUEBEC LEGISLATURE
The Legislative Assembly launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021.  


• Bill 14, An Act to ensure the protection of trainees in the workplace. Introduced on:
December 2, 2021. Access via: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-14-42-2.html


• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement
certain measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission
vehicles. Adopted in principle at a sitting held on December 1, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Adopted in principle. Last Sitting held on December 9, 2021. The bill introduces various measures to,
among other things, extend francization to enterprises employing 25 or more persons. The bill also
strengthens provisions relating to the use of French as the language of commerce and business - in
particular regarding signs and posters and the drafting of certain documents, such as contracts
relating to certain sales of immovable property. 
Access Bill 96 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html


COMPLIANCE REMINDERS


BILL 95 –The Act To Modernize The Occupational Health And Safety Regime 
Source/courtesy: Shari Munk-Manel; McMillan LLP, November 26, 2021.
Reminder: On October 6, 2021, the Act to Modernize the occupational health and safety regime (Bill
59) received Royal Assent. However, most of the amendments proposed will only enter into force in
2022 or even later.


1. Imminent changes requiring immediate employer action
As of April 6, 2022, employers will be required to do the following: (i) implement a prevention program,
(ii) form a health and safety committee; and (iii) elect a health and safety representative.


2. Other relevant amendments for employers
i. Right to reinstatement: A new section 170.3 of the Act respecting industrial accidents and
occupational diseases (AIAOD) provides for a presumption by which an employer may reinstate
workers who suffered an employment injury who once again become able to carry on their
employment, an equivalent employment, or a suitable employment available with their employer,
even after the expiry of the period for exercising their right to return to work. To rebut this
presumption, an employer must prove the existence of undue hardship related to this
reinstatement.
ii. Violence prevention: Bill 59 now sets out an obligation for the employer to take the necessary
measures in the workplace to ensure the protection of a worker exposed to physical or
psychological violence, including spousal or sexual violence.
iii. Telework: Bill 59 explicitly states that the AOHS applies to teleworking, subject to any
inconsistent provisions.


Other provisions of Bill 59 will slowly enter into force between 2022 and January 1, 2024. 
Access the full text of this analysis at:
https://mcmillan.ca/insights/bill-95-the-act-to-modernize-the-occupational-health-and-safety-regime/
Access Bill 95, “An Act to amend the Act respecting the governance and management of the
information resources of public bodies and government enterprises and other legislative provisions” at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=5&file=2021C22A.PDF


Amendments to OH&S Regulation address work which involves a risk of drowning 
Amendments to Division XXVI.II - “Work which involves a risk of drowning in water” - comes into force
on March 22, 2022. Access relevant Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105273.pdf
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QUEBEC COMPLIANCE REMINDERS (continued)


Amendments to OH&S noise regulations to take effect on June 16, 2023 
Amendments to noise regulations under the Act respecting Occupational Health & Safety come into
force on June 16, 2023. For details, access the relevant Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


QUEBEC GAZETTE NOTICES


December 8, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Health and safety in forest development work - Amendment to First-aid Standards
Under Division VI.1, among other things:


51.1. Subject to the special rules provided for in this Regulation, first aid must be provided on work sites in
accordance with the First-aid Minimum Standards Regulation (chapter A-3.001, r. 10).
51.4. A forest first-aider must be present at all times where 10 workers work on a work site. The presence of
an additional forest first-aider is mandatory for each additional 10 workers.
Among other things, to act as forest first-aider, a person must (1) have completed training enabling [the
person] to act as a first-aider within the meaning of the First-aid Minimum Standards Regulation (chapter A-
3.001, r. 10); and (2) have completed 40 hours of training specific to the forest sector given by an
organization recognized by the Commission and that is listed on the Commission’s website;
51.8. A protocol for the evacuation of injured workers providing for evacuation by road and by air must be
prepared by the employer.


An addendum “Schedule I (s. 51.14) “Equipment - First-Aid Room” lists the first aid equipment required,
including oxygen delivery equipment. Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105393.pdf
December 1, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Table of income replacement indemnities payable for 2022 under the Workers’
Compensation Act (an Act respecting industrial accidents and occupational diseases)
Access the table on Page 4944 of the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105350.pdf
Table of gross annual income from suitable employments for 2022 under the Workers’
Compensation Act (an Act respecting industrial accidents and occupational diseases)
Access the table on Page 5001 of the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105350.pdf


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Safety Code  


“A reference to a standard or code […] is a reference to the standard or code as adopted by the Chapter of the
Construction Code (chapter B-1.1, r. 2), the Safety Code or other regulation made under the Building Act (chapter
B-1.1) that refers to it. 
Where the other chapters of the Safety Code include more stringent or different provisions applicable to the
situations covered by this Chapter, the provisions of those specific chapters prevail”.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105365.pdf


November 24, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting occupational health and safety in mines
Reminder: Amendments are made to, among other things: 
• the required implementation and testing of a rescue procedure and an evacuation procedure specific


to the use of a tubular ladder emergency exit;
• required ventilation in a tubular ladder emergency exit; 
• requirements for wearing a full-body harness used for a tubular ladder emergency exit; 
• requirements for installing and parking of internal combustion motorized equipment and the storage of


combustible materials; and
• managing explosives under the supervision of a qualified worker.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105368.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATURE
The Fall sitting commenced on October 27, 2021 and ended on December 9, 2021. Throughout the sitting, the Government of
Saskatchewan introduced a number of initiatives aimed at building a safer province and protecting the vulnerable. Highlights include:
• the creation of safe zones around hospitals and schools to protect people from harassment;
• taking steps to protect vulnerable people by strengthening the ability to enforce child and spousal support payments; and
• expanding harassment protection provisions in the Saskatchewan Employment Act.


• Bill 48, the Public Health (Safe Access to Hospitals) Amendment Act, 2021. Passed November 24,
2021. Among other things, the legislation creates safe access zones around hospitals. Any protests near hospitals
must now be outside of a 50-metre perimeter to ensure people accessing the facilities aren't delayed or harassed.
Access via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #48 in the left hand column)


• Bill 60, the Saskatchewan Employment Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 30, 2021.
Among other things, the Bill redefines ‘harassment’ as any inappropriate conduct, comment, display, action or
gesture by a person towards a worker that adversely affects the worker’s psychological or physical well-being and
that the person knows or ought reasonably to know would cause the worker to be humiliated or intimidated;  that
constitutes a threat to the health or safety of the worker; or any conduct, comment, display, action or gesture by a
person towards a worker that is of a sexual nature; and that the person knows or ought reasonably to know is
unwelcome. An added section addresses protection from liability re: employers and COVID-19 measures. 
Access Bill 60 at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf 
(Click #60 in the left hand column).


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility
standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The new
Construction Codes Act (CCA) will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


GAZETTE NOTICES
December 10, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Building Code Regulations under the Construction Codes Act support accessibility 
Among other things, the amendments bring the National Building Code of Canada 2015 into force in the
province, with the addition of amendments to support the implementation of accessibility standards.
Energy Code Regulations under the Construction Codes Act adopt national code
The amendments bring provisions of the National Energy Code of Canada for Buildings 2017 into force
in the province. 
Plumbing Code Regulations under the Construction Codes Act adopt national code 
The amendments bring the National Plumbing Code of Canada, including appendices, revisions and
errata set out in Appendix A, into force. 
Access the Gazette pdf via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115585


*
THE TERRITORIES


YUKON
Bill 8, Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act. Royal Assent: December 2, 2021. The Act
amalgamates the current Workers’ Compensation Act and Occupational Health and Safety Act under a
new Workers' Safety and Compensation Act. Notable elements include requiring hazard assessments in
all workplaces, requiring health and safety management systems in larger workplaces and setting
minimum requirements for such systems;
• Access Bill No.8 at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill008-Workers-Safety-Compensation-Act.pdf


NWT
November 30, 2021; Northwest Territories Gazette, Part II
Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations under the Safety Act
The amendments detail over 50 mostly minor revisions to the French language version of the
regulations. Access at: 
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/11_2.pdf?t1638461142744
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Standards, codes and guidelines
CSA standards
• CSA Z94.4.1:21 - New Standard sets requirements for filtering respirators


CSA Z94.4.1:21 provides requirements for medical-grade filtering respirators.
This first edition of CSA Z94.4.1 specifies performance requirements for respirators that operate in the
air filtering mode for filtering particulate matter. The Standard does not address, among other things:


a) respirators with filters for gas/vapour removal, which will be covered in a future edition;
b) respirators that operate in the atmosphere-supplying mode, or requirements for the 


atmosphere-supplying mode of combined respirators;
c) equipment that does not provide respiratory protection performance meeting at least Protection   


Level 1 as defined in CAN/CSA Z94.4-18, such as surgical masks or cloth masks.
Access (log-in required) at:
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/CSA%20Z94.4.1%3A21/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_campaign=std-newsletter-202112


Related item: Realizing a "Made-in-Canada" pandemic products ecosystem
On November 11, 2021, CSA Group posted a report on the quality infrastructure, supply chain, and sustainability of the
Canadian pandemic response products ecosystem. The report sheds light on priorities and specific actions needed to help
ensure Canada's ecosystem is self-sufficient and sustainable in the future. Access the report at: https://www.csagroup.org


• Z259.19 - Managed Fall Protection Training
This Standard specifies the requirements for and provides guidance on fall protection training in the
workplace. It addresses an organization’s needs to be able to select and provide appropriate training
to safely work at heights. Its purpose is to provide guidance to organizations and training providers on
practices for fall protection training in accordance with this standard, and applicable legislation.
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review start date: Dec 9, 2021. Review end date: Feb 7,
2022. Review draft standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4438


• New edition of the Ontario Electrical Safety Code published
The 28th edition of the Ontario Electrical Safety Code (OESC) was recently released. Compliance with
the requirements of the latest edition of the OESC is the law for anyone performing electrical
installations in Ontario. This new edition contains electrical safety requirements for wiring and
equipment in buildings, structures, and premises, with the exception of mines, railways, aircraft,
marine vessels, installations used for communication purposes, and automobiles.
Highlights and Key Changes:
• Requiring GFCI protection for all outdoor receptacles to mitigate the potential for electrical shock hazard. 
• Keeping workers safe by requiring additional receptacles for mobile structures connected to transfer equipment.
• Mitigating the potential for electrocution when structures are erected in close proximity to customer-owned


powerlines. 
• Keeping reduced conductor sizes for services and feeders for dwelling units by following current installation


practices.
• New requirements to support reduction in the potential for fires in buildings housing livestock. 
• Clear electrical safety installation requirements for energy storage systems (ESS). 
• Guidance for electrical installations in flood hazard zones and when electrical equipment has been exposed to


water to mitigate the potential risks. 
The Code is 1068 pages and is now available from CSA Group at:
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/CSA%20C22.1%20ON%3A21/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_campaign=std-newsletter-202112


Related resource: Webinar Wednesdays: 
CSA Webinar Wednesdays provide an opportunity to meet municipal, provincial, and federal government and public
officials to learn more about key policy issues, challenges, and opportunities. Join CSA Communities and get access to
webinar recordings at: 
https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fgovernment-relations%2Fpages%2Fwebinar-wednesday%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dmailchimp%26utm_campaign%3Dstd-newsletter-202112
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TDG standards 
• New edition of CAN/CGSB 43.125 addresses safe packaging for infectious
substances and regulated medical waste
Transport Canada reported on December 6, 2021, that a new edition of CAN/CGSB 43.125
"Packaging of Category A and Category B infectious substances (Class 6, Division 6.2) and clinical,
(bio) medical or regulated medical waste" is now available.
Stakeholders must comply with the 2021 edition of CAN/CGSB 43.125, but the previous version of the
document (2016 edition) may be complied with during the transitional period ending on May 31, 2022.
Among other things, the standard includes packing instructions for the transport of the new
classification UN3549, MEDICAL WASTE, CATEGORY A, AFFECTING HUMANS, solid or MEDICAL
WASTE, CATEGORY A, AFFECTING ANIMALS only, solid
Access a detailed summary of the significant changes between CAN/CGSB-43.125-2016 and the
updated CAN/CGSB-43.125-2021 Standard at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/notification-standard-update-significant-changes-can-cgsb-43125-2016-can-cgsb-43125-2021


• TDG Directorate consulting on aerosol containers and gas cartridges
The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Directorate recently launched a 60-day consultation on
Safety standard CAN/CGSB-43.123. The standard sets out the requirements for designing,
manufacturing, testing, selecting and using aerosol containers and gas cartridges. Comment deadline:
December 16, 2021. Access consultation webpage at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/aerosol-containers-gas-cartridges-transport-dangerous-goods-can-cgsb-4312


ISO standards 
• ISO 50005: Energy management systems - Guidelines for a phased implementation
(New Standard)
On November 18, 2021, CSA Group posted a draft of ISO 50005, Energy management systems –
Guidelines for a phased implementation for review. The standard provides guidance for a step-by-step
process to implement an energy management system and is particularly beneficial for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that may not have the resources to put in place an EnMS all in one
go. By taking a staged approach, organizations can more easily allocate the appropriate resources
and priority levels based on their needs and capacities, enabling them to benefit from the standard at
the very first step. For more information, contact: iva.vasileski@csagroup.org. Review end date:
January 17, 2022. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) via:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4411


Guidelines - Water quality


November 27, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality for Indicators of Fecal Contamination
Newly-published guidelines outline values for specific parameters used to monitor water quality hazards
and recommend monitoring and risk management strategies related to fecal contamination in
recreational water.
• The guideline value using culture-based methods for E. coli in fresh water is ≤ 235 E. coli cfu/100 mL.
• The guideline value using culture-based methods for enterococci in both marine and fresh water is 


≤ 70 enterococci cfu/100 mL.
• The guideline value using PCR-based methods for enterococci in both marine and fresh water is 


< 1,000 enterococci cce/100 mL.
The proposed technical document for these guidelines is available for comment from Nov. 26, 2021 to
January 25, 2022 at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/consultations.html#water
Submit comments to: water-eau@hc-sc.gc.ca. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


*
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In the courts 
Red flag reports
Ontario-based business pays $300K to the Environmental Damages Fund as part of an
alternative measures agreement related to a hydrocarbon spill
Environment and Climate Change Canada announced on November 11, 2021, that an Ontario-based
business, Drewlo Holdings Inc., entered into an alternative measures agreement following charges
under the federal Fisheries Act. 
Charges followed the discovery of an oil substance floating on the surface of a fish-bearing creek which
investigators determined came from demolition activities at a property that Drewlo Holdings was developing in
Kitchener, ON.
After an analysis, Environment and Climate Change Canada lab results revealed that the oily substance
contained hydrocarbons that are deleterious to fish. Depositing or permitting the deposit of a deleterious
substance in water frequented by fish, or in any place where the substance may enter any such water, is a
violation of the Fisheries Act. 
As part of the agreement, Drewlo Holdings agreed to pay $300,000 to the Environmental Damages Fund and
hire a qualified environmental consultant to review current practices and develop a training program for
employees in leadership positions. 
The charge, pursuant to the Fisheries Act, was dismissed in November 2021 after it was determined that the
requirements of the alternative measures agreement had been met. 


https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/11/ontario-based-business-pays-300k-to-the-environmental-damages-fund-as-part-of-an-alternative-measures-agreement-related-to-a-hydrocarbon-spill.html


Husky Oil Operations Limited charged with environmental offences under federal legislation
On November 3, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada laid three charges against Husky Oil
Operations Limited. The charges relate to a major petroleum spill on November 16, 2018, at the White Rose Oil
Field in the Newfoundland and Labrador offshore area, where an estimated 250,000 L of crude oil were released
into the environment. The three charges include one charge for a contravention of subsection 36(3) of the
Fisheries Act, one charge for a contravention of subsection 38(6) of the Fisheries Act and one charge for a
contravention of subsection 5.1(1) of the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994.
The charges followed an investigation that involved both federal environmental and wildlife enforcement officers,
and are in addition to three charges laid by the Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board
(C-NLOPB) based on its concurrent investigation into the same incident.
All charges are currently before the Court and have not yet been proven.


Government broke the law in failing to comply with the EBR: Court
A recent Ontario Divisional Court ruling declared that the Ontario government broke the law and violated
Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights when it failed to consult the public before changing the Planning Act.
The decision, released on September 3, 2021, declared that the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
acted “unreasonably and unlawfully” in failing to consult with the public on changes to the Planning Act
regarding Minister’s Zoning Orders.
The court said the government failed to announce proposed amendments to MZOs on the Environmental
Registry before passing the bill.
Under the EBR, residents of Ontario have a right to “participate in certain environmental government
decisions.”
The court ruling on Bill 197 is significant because future governments and departmental advisors will be leery
of avoiding compliance with the EBR, says Theresa McClenaghan, executive director of the Canadian
Environmental Law Association.
The government claimed Bill 197 was an emergency due to COVID, but McClenaghan says the courts
rejected the emergency exception.
Background: In August, the Ontario government passed the COVID-19 Economy Recovery Act [Bill 197]
amending 20 pieces of legislation, including the Environmental Assessment Act. The bill also amends the
Planning Act, increasing the government’s power to use minister’s zoning orders, which enable development
projects to proceed without public consultation or the right to appeal.
“The bill was introduced, debated and passed without being posted to the environmental registry, and it
included significant amendments to the environmental assessment and significant amendments to the
Planning Act that should have been posted on the environmental registry for public input and comments,
according to the requirements of the EBR,” McClenaghan said.
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Red flag reports (continued)


Cermaq Canada fined $500,000 for BC diesel spill
On November 30, 2021, a BC fish farming company was fined $500,000 for a spill that sent more than 500
litres of diesel pouring into the waters near Campbell River.
A provincial court judge handed down the sentence to Cermaq Canada following the company's guilty plea to
a charge under the Fisheries Act of unlawfully depositing a deleterious substance into Raleigh Passage.
Crown prosecutors had asked for a $1.4 million fine for Cermaq, a subsidiary of an international aquaculture
firm owned by Mitsubishi. However, Judge Catherine Crockett chose to reduce the fine due to the fact that
there had been no proven harm to wildlife and that Cermaq has accepted full responsibility.
"I conclude that the consequences of this incident to Cermaq to date, including the monetary cost and
damage to its reputation, go a long way to impress upon Cermaq the need to ensure its systems and training
are sufficient to prevent similar offences in the future," she wrote in her reasons for sentence.
The spill began on March 4, 2017, when an employee of the salmon farming operation was transferring fuel
from a main storage tank to a smaller tank. According to the sentencing decision, the worker ignored the
company's posted instructions about how to complete this transfer and used a rope to hold the fuelling nozzle
so the diesel would keep flowing. He then left the area to take care of other duties.
Despite a reminder from his supervisor, the worker didn't shut off the fuel pump that evening, and both of
them went to bed while the diesel was still transferring. At some point during the night, the smaller tank
overflowed and the fuel began running into the ocean.
Estimates for how much diesel overflowed range between 522 and 550 litres. Cermaq spent about $885,000
on cleanup efforts.
The salmon farming operation where the spill happened has since been decommissioned.


Alberta Enforcement actions [quarterly reports]
Reminder: A list of enforcement actions under Alberta Environment and Parks current legislation was
updated on November 16, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1766023
Recent administrative penalties
• A penalty of $34,000 to One Environmental Inc. of Rocky View County for various violations of its


Approval including: failing to maintain a daily inventory of waste stored in the waste storage area;
storing excess amounts of industrial and commercial slurries; storing excess amounts of hydrovac
solids, and failing to immediately report the contraventions. 


• A penalty of $10,000 to the Municipality of Jasper related to the release of untreated wastewater and
failing to report the release.


• A penalty of $11,000 to SUEZ Canada Holdings Inc. of Jasper related to the same matter as above.
• A penalty of $5,500 to the City of Calgary for failing to take corrective action as required by


conditions of an Approval and failing to report the contravention. 
The Alberta Energy Regulator posted the following:
• A penalty of $6,750 to Cancen Oil Processors Inc. operating in Sturgeon County related to failing to


monitor groundwater at the site in spring and fall of 2019, and failing to implement a soil monitoring
program in 2019, both as required by the Approval. The penalty also pertains to two violations of the
Oil and Gas Conservation Rules: failing to retain all Alberta generated non-oilfield waste
documentation at the facility and failing to post a warning symbol.


Legal briefing
• Consultation Is A Dialogue Not A Monologue: Peguis First Nation v Canada
by Julie Abouchar, Charles Birchall, Raeya Jackiw, Lauren Wortsman and Bianca Salive; Willms & Shier Environmental
Lawyers LLP; November 11, 2021
Abstract: The recent Federal Court decision in Peguis First Nation v Canada examines the application of
the duty to consult with four different First Nations. In this case, the Court held that while Canada met its
duty for three of the First Nations, it did not meet the standard of two way meaningful dialogue required to
resolve Peguis First Nation's ("Peguis") concerns. The Court noted that, to fulfil its duty to consult the
Applicants, Canada would have had to provide the Applicants with an opportunity to make submissions
and to formally participate in the decision-making process, and to provide written reasons for its decision.
Conclusion: […] “The Crown is ultimately responsible for the adequacy of consultation. Where the Crown
initiates consultation to supplement an administrative tribunal’s process, the Crown’s supplementary
process must be adequate”. Access the full text of this article at:
https://www.willmsshier.com/docs/default-source/articles/article---consultation-is-a-dialogue-not-a-monologue---peguis-first-nation-v-canada---november-16-2021.pdf?sfvrsn=cdeb56d5_0
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Legal briefing


• A Rock And A Hard Place: Owner, Employer, And Constructor Liability Under The
OHSA
by Patrick Groom; McMillan LLP; December 8, 2021.
Abstract: The decision of the Ontario Court of Appeal in Ontario (Labour) v Sudbury (City) interpreted the
definition of an "employer" to, arguably, broaden liabilities under the Ontario Occupational Health and Safety
Act that had primarily been the responsibility of the constructor. While all parties on a construction project –
owners, employers, and constructors – have always been collectively responsible for health & safety, the
Court of Appeal's decision now implies that an owner, by virtue of having employees on site from time to
time to ensure quality control, has equal responsibilities, and corresponding liabilities, as the constructor
with whom the owner contracted to oversee project health & safety in the first place.
The article examines the case of Ontario (Labour) v Sudbury (City) in which the City of Greater Sudbury
contracted with Interpaving Ltd. to repair a water main and in which a pedestrian crossing an intersection in
the construction zone died after being struck by a road grader.
Takeaways for Employers
“Whether the Court of Appeal's decision signals an expansion of liability for owners (as employers)
who have engaged a third party constructor remains to be seen. It is clear that simply engaging a
constructor will not allow an owner to avail him/her self of a due diligence defence for OHSA breaches,
but engaging in quality control over the constructor's work with the owner's own employees may lead
to liability equal to that of the constructor who was supposed to oversee project health & safety in the
first place.
“One possible solution to this "rock and a hard place" is for owners is to engage a third party
consultant to monitor the constructor and ensure both quality control and adherence to health & safety
protocols. […]
“ Of course, owners should ensure that the delineation of these health and safety responsibilities and
enforcement mechanisms are clearly defined in the project contracts”.
Access the full text of this article at:
https://mcmillan.ca/publications-sur-la-covid-19/a-rock-and-a-hard-place-owner-employer-and-constructor-liability-under-the-ohsa/


Chemical compliance
GAZETTE NOTICES


December 11, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Waiver of information requirements for living organisms 
Waivers under the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) 1999, with respect to information
requirements for living organisms have been granted to the following companies: AstraZeneca Canada
Inc.; CRISPR Therapeutics AG; Spark Therapeutics, Inc.; and Ultragenyx Pharmaceutical, Inc. Access
the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-11/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1
Waiver of information requirements for substances 
Waivers with respect to information requirements related to various substances have been granted to
the following companies: Brenntag Canada Inc.; H.B. Fuller Canada; Michelin North America (Canada)
Inc.; Nouryon Functional Chemicals LLC; Otsuka Canada Pharmaceutical Inc.; Ricoh Canada Inc.; and
Water Specialists Technologies, LLC. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-11/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


December 4, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of 22 substances of the Acids and Bases Group
Following screening assessment on 22 substances referred to collectively under the Chemicals
Management Plan as the Acids and Bases Group, the Ministers of Health and Environment have
concluded that 21 substances in the Group do not meet the criteria for toxicity outlined in section 64 of
the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, and that no further action is merited at this time. The
Ministers also propose to take no further action on the remaining substance, hydroxylammonium
chloride, at this time. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-12-04/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1
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November 13, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Government seeking more information with respect to substances containing bisphenol A 
Reminder: The Minister of the Environment gives notice that the government requires industry to
provide information to help assess whether 188 substances, including bisphenol A (BPA) and BPA
structural analogues or functional alternatives, are toxic or are capable of becoming toxic. Responses to
this notice shall be submitted to the Minister of the Environment, no later than March 16, 2022. 
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Canadian Environmental Protection Act Registry:
Amendments to the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations delayed
Reminder: Environment and Climate Change Canada recently posted notice that the target date for
publication of proposed regulatory amendments to the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances
Regulations, 2012 in the Canada Gazette, Part I, has been put back to “winter” (i.e. December 2021-
March 2022). For background, access the Consultation Document on Proposed Amendments to the
Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations, 2012 for PFOS, PFOA, LC-PFCAs, HBCD, PBDEs,
DP and DBDPE (December 2018) at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/canadian-environmental-protection-act-registry/proposed-amendments-certain-toxic-substances-2018-consultation.html


- end -
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The publishers and staff at EHS Regulatory Alerts wish all our readers a safe, healthy and
environmentally-friendly holiday season.


Note that the next issue of EHS Regulatory Alerts - the first of a new year - will be distributed on
January 15, 2022.







Disclaimer: The content of Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert legislation service is for private study or
research purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the
material; however, Templegate Information Services Inc. cannot guarantee its legal accuracy and does not
accept responsibility for loss or inconvenience suffered by users as a result of inaccuracies.


While EHS Regulatory Alert is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the
subject matter covered, neither the publisher nor the authors warrant the applicability of the information to
any particular situation. Nor do the publisher or the authors warrant the accuracy or applicability of any
information which may be supplied through an html link. The reader should consult verbatim legislation from
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professional advisors to determine the applicability of information contained in this report to any particular
circumstances. EHS Regulatory Alert is sold on the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting
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new developments in policy, law, regulations, standards, guidelines and codes.
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Environmental regulation & compliance


INTERNATIONAL Reports


IPCC Assessment Report finds that unless there are immediate, large-scale reductions in GHG
emissions, limiting warming to 1.5°C or even 2°C will be beyond reach
On August 9, 2021, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released Climate Change 2021: the
Physical Science Basis - a Working Group I report approved by 195 member governments of the IPCC, through a
virtual approval session that was held over two weeks starting on July 26, 2021.
The report provides new estimates of the chances of crossing the global warming level of 1.5°C in the next
decades, and finds that unless there are immediate, rapid and large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,
limiting warming to close to 1.5°C or even 2°C will be beyond reach.
The report confirms that, among other things, climate change is: 
• intensifying the water cycle - bringing more intense rainfall and associated flooding, as well as more intense
drought in many regions;
• raising sea levels - contributing to more frequent and severe coastal flooding in low-lying areas and coastal
erosion;
• amplifying permafrost thawing, and the loss of seasonal snow cover, melting of glaciers and ice sheets, and loss
of summer Arctic sea ice; and
• increasing ocean acidification.
For the first time, the Sixth Assessment Report provides a more detailed regional assessment of climate change,
including a focus on useful information that can inform risk assessment, adaptation, and other decision-making, and
a new framework that helps translate physical changes in the climate – heat, cold, rain, drought, snow, wind,
coastal flooding and more – into what they mean for society and ecosystems.
This regional information can be explored in detail in the newly developed Interactive Atlas at: interactive-
atlas.ipcc.ch as well as regional fact sheets, the technical summary, and underlying report.
In a statement on the 54th Session of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC-54), Canada’s
Minister of the Environment and Climate Change, Jonathan Wilkinson, said he had no doubt the IPCC report’s
findings will influence the negotiations at the United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties—COP26—
in November. “The report makes clear that we find ourselves at a critical time for international climate action. The
science shows it is vital that countries do more to address climate change, maintaining their pursuit of the Paris
Agreement goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, and doing so on a faster timeline”.
Access the report at: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/#SPM
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INTERNATIONAL (US)


EPA Releases Preliminary Data for 2020 Toxics Release Inventory Reporting, Including
Reporting on PFAS  
On July 29, 2021, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published preliminary Toxics Release
Inventory (TRI) data about chemical releases, chemical waste management, and pollution prevention activities
that took place during 2020 at nearly 21,000 federal and industrial facilities across the country. The preliminary
data released today includes the first-ever reporting on per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) added to
the TRI by the 2020 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). EPA plans to publish the updated TRI
dataset this fall, which will be used to develop the 2020 TRI National Analysis. EPA expects to publish the
2020 TRI National Analysis in early 2022: 
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-preliminary-data-2020-toxics-release-inventory-reporting-including-first


FEDERAL Legislature  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021 -
although the timing of a federal election may influence the agenda. The main environment-related Bills were summarized
in the August 1, 2021 edition of HSERA. They include:


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Royal Assent: June 29, 2021:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Royal Assent: June 21, 2021. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available
at: https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• C-28, Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. First Reading: April
13, 2021. Access Bill C-28 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-28/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading in the Senate: June 22, 2021. Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices - recap


July 21, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Minor Works Order: SOR/2021-170 under the Navigable Waters Act
Reminder: The Minor Works Order designates three additional types of minor works that are likely to
slightly interfere with navigation: watercourse crossings; swim areas; and scientific equipment.
Under the CNWA, owners of minor works may proceed with a proposed minor work on any navigable
water without applying for an approval from Transport Canada (TC). 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-21/html/sor-dors170-eng.html


July 10, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Amendment to the Regulations Designating Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of
Enforcement (CEPA, 1999) applies prohibition provisions to the new formaldehyde regulations
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/reg3-eng.htmlv


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations: SOR/2021-148
Reminder: New Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations under
CEPA,1999 prohibit the import, sale or offer for sale of composite wood products that emit
formaldehyde above established limits. The Regulations will come into force on January 7, 2023.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html
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July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Coastal Fisheries Protection Regulations (SOR/2021-141) will permit
protection officers to board and inspect foreign fishing vessels
Reminder: The amendments provide the authority for Canadian protection officers to board and inspect
foreign fishing vessels in designated Pacific Fisheries Areas. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors141-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-08-13 Canada announces first projects to be funded under the Green and Inclusive
Community Buildings program: The program supports green and inclusive community buildings
across Canada through retrofits, repairs, upgrades, and new builds:
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-first-projects-to-be-funded-under-the-green-and-inclusive-community-buildings-program.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada announces $340 million to support Indigenous-led conservation. From this
funding: up to $173 million will fund new and existing Indigenous Guardians initiatives and the
development of Indigenous Guardians Networks for First Nations, Inuit and Métis; and over $166
million will support Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs). Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-340-million-to-support-indigenous-led-conservation.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada and Manitoba renew commitment to protect Lake Winnipeg and its basin. A
new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the governments of Canada and Manitoba was
signed to advance collaborative work to protect Lake Winnipeg. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/canada-and-manitoba-renew-commitment-to-protect-lake-winnipeg-and-its-basin.html


• 2021-08-12 Canada and BC invest over $110 million in 14 drinking water, wastewater and
stormwater infrastructure projects to provide reliable services to communities. Canada and the
Province of British Columbia are investing $110.3 million in 14 water and wastewater projects through
the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program's Green Infrastructure Stream. Canada is contributing
more than $60.2 million, conditional on requirements related to consultations with Indigenous groups
being met. British Columbia is contributing more than $50.1 million. Project recipients are investing
over $40.1 million in total. Access backgrounder at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/08/canada-and-british-columbia-invest-over-110-million-in-14-drinking-water-wastewater-and-stormwater-infrastructure-projects-to-provide-reliable-serv0.html 


• 2021-08-11 Government of Canada releases Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in
Canada: an update on the National Adaptation Strategy. Access document at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy/report-1.html
• 2021-08-11 Canada announces action plan to protect firefighters from harmful chemicals.
Touted as “a comprehensive action plan to protect firefighters from harmful chemicals released during
household fires”, the announcement largely recycles previously-announced initiatives under the
federal Chemicals Management Plan (CMP). Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-announces-action-plan-to-protect-firefighters-from-harmful-chemicals.html


• 2021-08-10 Canada Invests in Eco-Friendly Alternative to Plastic Microbeads: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/08/canada-invests-in-eco-friendly-alternative-to-plastic-microbeads.html


• 2021-08-10 Canada targets zero emission bus transportation with launch of new fund. The
Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, has announced the
launch of a $2.75 billion Zero Emission Transit Fund - part of a $14.9 billion federal investment in
public transit over eight years: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/08/government-of-canada-targets-zero-emission-bus-transportation-with-launch-of-new-fund.html


• 2021-08-09 NF&L City of Mount Pearl reduces emissions through energy-efficiency and fuel   
switching project: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/the-city-of-mount-pearl-reduces-emissions-with-support-from-the-government-of-canada.html


• 2021-08-09 Minister Jonathan Wilkinson Issues Statement on the 54th Session of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC-54): 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/08/minister-jonathan-wilkinson-issues-statement-on-the-54th-session-of-the-intergovernmental-panel-on-climate-change-ipcc-54.html=


• 2021-07-26 Canada opens new disaster funding as wildfires, floods take toll. The federal
government announced $1.37 billion in new infrastructure resilience funding to strengthen stormwater
systems, restore wetlands and protect against dangers posed to municipal governments by climate change
such as flooding. The new round of opportunities under the Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund will be
split fairly equally over 12 years: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/dmaf-faac/index-eng.html
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FEDERAL Reports


•  Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada: an update on the National Adaptation Strategy.
This new report, released on August 11, 2021, builds on a first round of conversations with provinces and
territories, non-governmental organizations, the private sector, Indigenous representatives, and youth
organizations to identify the strategy’s objectives and principles. 
Access Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change in Canada: an update on the National Adaptation Strategy
at: https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy/report-1.html


• Joint Committee on Climate Action Annual Report highlights First Nations leadership in addressing
climate change. On August 13, 2021, the First Nations-Canada Joint Committee on Climate Action (JCCA)
released its third annual report to the Prime Minister and the National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations.
The JCCA’s annual report documents the positive steps taken towards reconciliation and forging a stronger
climate partnership in 2020. Access the report at:
https://www.afn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/21-0015-JCCA-Annual-Report-EN.pdf
Access Canada’s National Adaptation Strategy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/national-adaptation-strategy.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• Environmental Fines and Sentencing 10-Year Review - consultations end on August 31, 2021:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/environmental-fines-and-sentencing.html


• Consultations on potential controls on elephant ivory trade end on September 22, 2021:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/convention-international-tradeendangered-species/publications/discussion-document-range-potential-actions-pertaining-tradecontrols-elephant-ivory-canada.html.


• Canada launches engagement on “just transition to a low-carbon future”. On July 20, 2021, the
government launched an engagement process to explore options to ensure a just and equitable transition to
a low-carbon future for workers and their communities. For more information, and to participate, visit
www.just-transition.ca. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/07/canada-launches-just-transition-engagement.html
• Investment Tax Credit for Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage - consultations end on
September 7, 2021. Access consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/investment-tax-credit-carbon-capture-utilization-storage.html


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1
•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html
•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html
•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - August 2021 update
2021-08-13 Agreement for the Conservation of the Woodland Caribou, Boreal population with Athabasca Chipewyan
First Nation and Mikisew Cree First Nation [Proposed]
2021-08-09 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Black-tailed Prairie Dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) in Canada
2021-08-03 Report on the Progress of Recovery Strategy Implementation for the Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar), inner
Bay of Fundy Population in Canada for the Period 2010 to 2015
2021-07-29 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Black Redhorse (Moxostoma duquesnei) [Proposed]
2021-07-29 Recovery strategy for the Peary Caribou (Rangifer tarandus pearyi) in Canada [Proposed]
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html
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FEDERAL Consultations  (continued)


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
2021-08-13 Fording River Extension Project – participant funding available
2021-08-10 Ksi Lisims LNG - Natural Gas Liquefaction and Marine Terminal Project — Public Comment Period &
Virtual Information Sessions
2021-08-09 Bay du Nord Development Project — Public Comments Invited on the Draft Environmental Assessment
Report and Potential Conditions
2021-08-06 The Minister of Environment and Climate Change approves the Rose Lithium-Tantalum Mining Project
2021-08-06 The Government of Canada Releases its Final Decision on the Grassy Mountain Coal Project
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
For information on potential and current impact assessments of projects, and regional and strategic
assessments under the Impact Assessment Act, visit:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/index?culture=en-CA


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update


Elevated levels of Heq in pressure tubes prompt CNSC to establish external advisory
committee and call for stakeholder feedback
On July 30, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission struck a new External Advisory Committee (EAC)
on Pressure Tubes to provide an impartial, external perspective specific to pressure tube matters, including
hydrogen equivalent concentration (Heq) exceedances. The move was in response to Bruce Power reporting on
July 5 an unexpected licence limit exceedance due to elevated levels of Heq in the pressure tubes of two
reactors. A public Commission virtual meeting will be held on September 3, 2021, to discuss the discovery of
the elevated Heq levels and the responses by nuclear power plant licensees and CNSC staff on this issue. 
Visit the CNSC at: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/fact-sheets/pressure-tubes.cfm


CNSC meeting on the use of nuclear substances and the Regulatory Oversight Report for
Nuclear Lab Sites 
Reminder: The Canadian Nuclear Commission will hold a public meeting on November 24 and 25, 2021, at
which CNSC staff will present the 2020 editions of the Regulatory Oversight Report on the Use of Nuclear
Substances in Canada and the Regulatory Oversight Report for Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Sites.
For more information on the Regulatory Oversight Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-DNSR-2020-e.pdf 
For more information on the Nuclear Lab Sites Report, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-CNL-2020-e.pdf
For more information on the participant funding opportunities, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm


Comment on proposed amendments to CNSC cyber security requirements and guidance -
consultations end October 7, 2021. 
Discussion paper, DIS-21-03, Cyber Security and the Protection of Digital Information, proposes regulatory
requirements and guidance for cyber security to protect licensees’ digitally-managed information. It also covers
cyber security systems used for nuclear safety, security, emergency preparedness and safeguards. For more
information visit:  https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis-21-03


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021. See past issues of HSERA for a summary of recently-
passed Bills.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


July 31, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Reg. A159/2021 - Water (Ministerial) Amendment Regulation under the Water Act
Reminder: Section 2(a) of Schedule 1 is repealed and the following is substituted:


a) placing, constructing, installing, maintaining, using, replacing or removing a floating platform or a portable or
seasonal pier, boat launch or dock in or adjacent to a water body, including cutting aquatic vegetation and
removing invasive aquatic plants in accordance with the applicable disturbance standards established under
section 3 of the Public Lands Administration Regulation (AR 187/2011) if directly incidental to the placing,
constructing, installing, maintaining, using, replacing or removal of the floating platform or portable or seasonal
pier, boat launch or dock; [...] 


Access the Gazette Notice (page 18) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/14_Jul31_Part2.pdf


July 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Reg. 153/2021- Release Reporting Amendment Regulation
Reminder: This amendment, under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, stipulates
that a person reporting under section 111(1) of the Act by electronic means shall make the report
through the electronic reporting system provided by the Department. The amendments are in effect as
of June 30, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice (page 80) at: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/13_Jul15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for grant period
#4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30, 2021, or until
licensees have fully expended their allocations. Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


ALBERTA Reports 


“Something out of Alice in Wonderland”
Report of inquiry into alleged foreign funding of eco groups sent to Minister - behind
time and over budget
On July 30, 2021, the public inquiry report into what the Alberta government labels troublesome
foreign funding of enviro-groups was delivered to Energy Minister, Sonya Savage,  – a year late and
more than a million dollars over its original price tag of $2.5 million.
Savage now has up to three months before she is legally obliged to release the report to the public.
Critics say that recently-leaked draft versions of the report clears environmental groups of any
lawbreaking or wrongdoing but nevertheless tars them as "anti-Albertan'' for challenging non-
renewable resource projects on the grounds of environmental protection.
The groups have said any foreign funds make up a tiny fraction of their bottom lines. They call the
inquiry a buffoonishly sinister attempt to silence and intimidate them, with no public hearings, little
evidence made public, little time to respond to accusations, and terms of reference so elastic they were
changed twice.
“This has been something out of 'Alice in Wonderland,''' said Keith Stewart, a senior energy strategist
with Greenpeace Canada.
The inquiry was an election promise from Premier Jason Kenney, who said he wanted to get to the
bottom of concerns Canadian enviromental groups were being used as cutouts and cat's-paws by
competing foreign interests to stymie Alberta's wellspring oil and gas industry.
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ALBERTA Consultations


Government consulting this summer on new surface water quality management
frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
Reminder: Comment deadline: September 17, 2021. Access “Engagement: Surface water quality
management frameworks” at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx


ALBERTA Management resources 


• Standard requirements under the Historical Resources Act: Reporting the discovery of
historic resources. Updated August 6, 2021. Historic resources discovered during the course of
development activities must be reported to the Heritage Division of Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism
and Status of Women. Historic resources include archaeological resources, palaeontological
resources, historic period sites, and Aboriginal traditional use sites. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/standard-requirements-under-the-historical-resources-act-reporting-the-discovery-of-historic
• Support in drought conditions in Alberta. Updated August 6, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/support-in-drought-conditions-in-alberta


• Enforcement actions [quarterly reports]. Listing of enforcement actions under Alberta
Environment and Parks current legislation. Updated July 28, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1766023
• Dangerous Goods Transportation and Handling Act. This Act provides for the safe
transportation and handling of products, substances and organisms included by their nature or by the
regulations in any of the classes listed in the Act’s Schedule. Duties are imposed on persons handling,
transporting or offering to transport dangerous goods and on persons with the charge, management or
control of the means of containment of such goods. Updated July 30, 2021. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=d04.cfm&leg_type=Acts&isbncln=9780779825325
• Aboriginal Consultation Office annual report 2020-2021. Updated July 16, 2021, Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/2af570be-de9c-4673-9d9c-926fd3b4f061/resource/fe9ddc30-e686-4bd9-9d22-c09dbe3232b1/download/ir-aboriginal-consultation-office-annual-report-2020-2021.pdf


• Wildlife Regulation. Updated July 2, 2021. The regulation supports the Wildlife Act in managing
Alberta’s wildlife. It addresses: hunting, trapping, collection, and possession of wildlife, and adds
protections for endangered animals; sale, import and export of wildlife, and endangered species.
Access the Regulation at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=1997_143.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779826247
Access related July 30, 2021 Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/14_Jul31_Part2.pdf
• Forests Act and regulatory changes: technical summary. Updated July 8, 2021, this is a
technical summary of the changes to the Forests Act and associated regulations which came into
effect May 1, 2021. It includes a point form summary of the changes to timber dues, timber scaling,
tenure, administrative monetary penalties and other changes. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c767d57c-d157-48d4-b4de-d94f81278579/resource/96f22940-e881-48f5-93e0-7f5221888d61/download/af-forests-act-and-regulatory-changes-technical-summary-2021-07.pdf


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations
Draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy: Actions for 2021-2022
The Province is inviting comments on its draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy and
Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022. Additional information, including access to the draft strategy and
guiding principles, is available at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/climatereadybc. Comment deadline:
August 12, 2021.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council


Amendments prescribe penalties related to contraventions of the Code of Practice for
Agricultural Environmental Management
Reminder: On July 12, 2021, Order-in-Council #447 amended the Administrative Penalties
regulation under the province’s Environmental Management Act. The amendment prescribes
penalties related to contraventions of the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental
Management. Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0447_2021


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: On July 12, 2021, Order-in-Council #448 made minor housekeeping amendments to the
Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, under the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Act. The amendments are detailed in Appendix 1 of the Order. 
In addition, effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended as set out in Appendix 2. 
Among other things, the latter amendments specify that the following substances are prescribed as
renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced from biomass; (b) naphtha
produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


Order prescribes miscellaneous amendments under the Environmental Management Act
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, Ministerial Order #M284 implemented the following changes:
• BC Reg. 8/2019 is amended as set out in Appendix 1. In particular, the amendment addresses a
situation where a qualified professional, approved by a director, receives a result referred to in section
53 (1) of (i) 150 kg N/ha or more, for a nitrate test, or (ii) 300 ppm or more, for a phosphorus test.
• The Code of Practice for Industrial Non-Hazardous Waste Landfills Incidental to the Wood Processing
Industry, BC Reg. 263/2010, is subject to minor housekeeping amendments described in Appendix 2.
• The Contaminated Sites Regulation, BC Reg. 375/96, is amended (i) in section 6.4 (3) by striking out
“section (1) (b)” and substituting “subsection (1) (b)”, and (ii) by repealing section 7.1 (2).
• The Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management, BC. Reg. 8/2019, is amended as
set out in Appendix 3, which, among other things, covers allowable storage and use of solid
agricultural by-products.
• Effective July 15, 2021, the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management is amended
as set out in Appendix 4. Among other things, the amendments re-define “experienced person” as a
person who (a) has successfully completed a course in nutrient management planning, offered in
British Columbia and approved by a director, and (b) has at least 4 years’ (i) experience in carrying out
agricultural operations, or (ii) experience and post-secondary training in agricultural sciences
combined. 
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0284_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Second $50-million instalment provided under DSRP to clean up dormant sites in BC
On July 8, 2021, the BC government announced that it is awarding the second $50-million instalment under
the Dormant Sites Reclamation Program (DSRP) to clean up dormant oil and gas sites in the province.
Field contractors receiving DSRP funds must be based in British Columbia, with registration, office and
operations in the province.
The DSRP’s first increment of $50 million enabled 79 BC-based service companies to perform reclamation
activities on nearly 1,900 dormant wells.
Access release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0048-001321


*


- 8 - 


Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, August 16, 2021







MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021. There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


MANITOBA - Announcements


Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act
Reminder: Effective July 1, 2021, the Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba
Hydro Act, is amended. The amendment replaces the list of standards in Schedule 1 at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/050.pdf
Related to this, two exemption regulations took effect on June 18, 2021. These are:
• the Regulatory Accountability Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to 
The Statutes and Regulations Act; and 
• the Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Regulatory 
Accountability Act.


July 13, 2021: Province launches consultations on Water Strategy. The Manitoba
government has launched an online public engagement seeking feedback on the development of a
provincial water management strategy. 
To participate in the engagement, visit: https://engagemb.ca/. The deadline for feedback is August 13,
2021. Access more details at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51726&posted=2021-07-13


*
NEW BRUNSWICK
There have been no new developments since those reported in previous issues of HSERA.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


July 30. 2021, Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Reg.42/21 - amendments to the Endangered Species List Regulations (O.C. 2021-200)
Schedule A of the Endangered Species List Regulations is amended by adding immediately after the
species "Griscom's Arnica – Arnica griscomii subsp. griscomii" the species "Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble
Bee – Bombus bohemicus".
In addition, Schedule B of the regulations is amended by adding the following species: "Black Ash –
Fraxinus nigra"; "Hudsonian Godwit – Limosa haemastica"; "Suckley's Cuckoo Bumble Bee – Bombus
suckleyi"; and "Wrinkled Shingle Lichen – Pannaria lurida".
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210730.pdf


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


Financial restructuring provides additional $2 billion to support the Lower Churchill
Projects  
Reminder: On July 28, 2021, the Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador, Andrew Furey, announced an
agreement in principle for the financial restructuring of the Lower Churchill Projects – a set of hydroelectric
generation and transmission projects that will provide a reliable and long-term source of clean power for
people in the Atlantic region.
This agreement provides $2 billion in federal financing, including a  $1 billion investment in the province’s
portion of the Projects’ Labrador-Island Link and a federal loan guarantee of $1 billion for the Projects’
Muskrat Falls and Labrador Transmission Assets. 
Access release at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/exec/0728n06/
Access release at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/exec/0728n06/


*
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NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There have been no new legislative
developments since those reported in the last issue of HSERA.


NOVA SCOTIA -  Federal - Gazette Notices


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regs
Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
The above Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - define a mix of performance-based
and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador
and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


NOVA SCOTIA -  - Gazette Notices
July 30. 2021, The Royal Gazette
Renewable Electricity Regulations – amendment 
The amendments, under the Electricity Act, deal with “Renewable electricity standard 2030”. Among
other things, each year - beginning with the calendar year 2030 - each load-serving entity must supply
its customers with renewable electricity in an amount equal to or greater than 80% of the total amount
of electricity supplied to its customers as measured at the customers’ meters for that year. 
The amendments took effect on July 9, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-07-30.pdf


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. There were no new legislative
developments since those reported in the last issue of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Published on e-Laws: July 30, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: August 14, 2021: 
O. Reg. 551/21: Thermal Treatment Site Exemption
The amendment provides an exemption under the Environmental Assessment Act for a thermal
treatment site used for processing tire waste in Sault Ste. Marie, ON, provided that (a) the site does not
use coal, oil or petroleum coke as a fuel for thermal treatment; (b) the waste that is subject to thermal
treatment is tire waste; and (c) the amount of tire waste that is subject to thermal treatment on any day,
measured by weight, is no more than 20 tonnes.
Access amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21551


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 500/21: General - under the Drainage Act - deals with the approvals
process and amending engineers’ reports
PART I deals with ‘prescribed persons’ relative to drainage works.
PART 2 deals with the approvals process for minor improvements to drainage works.
PART 3 deals with the process for amending an engineer’s report.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21500


O. Reg. 501/21: under the Drainage Act supplies new form  
Ontario Regulation 381/12 is amended by adding a section specifying that “a notice of request for a
minor improvement project under subsection 78 (5) of the Act shall be in Form 9”. Access the Gazette
Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21501
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July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 511/21 exempts certain activities related to indigenous lands
Reminder: The regulation amends O. Reg. 334 by adding a new section 14.1 to exempt from the
Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) projects or activities related to land claim settlement agreements and
certain projects or activities that implement other agreements about land involving Indigenous peoples. The
Regulation took effect on July 1, 2021. Access Gazette at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21511
Access ERO Decision Notice: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1805.


July 17, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 508/21: General - under the Nutrient Management Act
Reminder: The regulation amends O. Reg.267/03 by setting out rules governing the siting and
management of regulated mixed anaerobic digestion facilities. Among other things, it:
• adds the following definitions: “anaerobic digestion materials reception system”; “anaerobic digestion
materials transfer system”; “anaerobic digestion vessel”; “biogas upgrading system”; “feedstock
system”; “pre-treatment system”; “restricted anaerobic digestion output”; and “source separated
organics”; and
• specifies new odour management rules; odour control systems; and significant odour emissions
uncharacteristic of an agricultural operation.


The regulation took effect on July 1, 2021. 
Access Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21508


ONTARIO Announcements 


Registration deadline for Hazardous and Special Products Service Providers extended
to August 31, 2021.
On July 20, 2021, the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) announced that the
deadline in the HSP Regulation for service provider registration has been extended to August 31, 2021.
Haulers and processors of solvents, paints and coatings, mercury-containing devices (barometers,
thermometers and thermostats) and pressurized containers (non-refillable pressurized containers,
refillable pressurized containers, refillable propane containers) must register by that date, as must
haulers and disposal facilities of pesticide products.
https://rpra.ca/2021/07/registration-now-available-for-hsp-haulers-processors-and-disposal-facilities/


Related:  Consultations on Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products now closed. RPRA
consultations on its proposed 2021 Registry fees for Blue Box materials and Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) closed
on August 3, 2021. Access Proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at: 
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-BB-HSP-Proposal-and-Budget-Allocation_June-18-2021.pdf


Batteries and Electronics Registry now open!
RPRA's Registry for Batteries and Electronics is now open for producers to submit their 2021 Supply
Data Report. The deadline for producers of batteries and ITT/AV to complete their 2021 Supply Data
report is September 30, 2021. 
Submitting the annual Supply Report is important for determining producers’ 2022 management
requirement and is part of their obligation under the Electrical and Electronic Equipment and Batteries
Regulations. Access more details at:
https://rpra.ca/2021/08/the-batteries-and-electronics-registry-is-now-open/


RPRA webinar addresses the requirements of Blue Box producers
On Wednesday, August 18, 2021, from 10:00a.m. to 11:30 a.m., the Resource Productivity and
Recovery Authority (RPRA) is hosting a webinar for Blue Box producers to help them understand and
meet their obligations under the new Blue Box Regulation. 
During this webinar, RPRA will walk through the regulatory requirements for producers of Blue Box
materials and cover topics such as registration and reporting, and working with PROs.
This is the first event in RPRA's Understanding Ontario’s New Blue Box Regulation learning series.
Access details and register at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LLHzCwNTTi-E32DjtMDyUg


- 11 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, August 16, 2021







ONTARIO Announcements (continued)
RPRA posts details for implementing new excess soils registry  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) recently posted details of the
ongoing development and implementation of the province’s Excess Soils Registry. 
The registry project will be completed in two phases. Phase one of the project will develop the essential
components to allow regulated persons to register and begin filing and updating their notices ahead of
the effective date of January 1, 2022. 
Phase two of the project will begin later in 2022 and develop additional functionalities to be defined in
consultation with the Ministry and industry stakeholders. 
The RPRA says the registry will open for the regulated community to begin filing notices in December
2021. Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of
the Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS


• Update to the Environmental Guide for Noise
# 019-4176; posted on August 12, 2021 by the Ministry of Transportation. Comment deadline: September 26, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is updating an environmental guide that outlines noise impact
assessments related to provincial transportation projects. Proposed updates include updated noise models,
guidance in approach to municipal noise by-laws, updated definition of Noise Sensitive Areas and new
requirements for assessing pavement types in certain situations. 
Among other things the revised guideline incorporates:


• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered for resurfacing projects in which 
the pavement material will change from asphalt to concrete;
• a new requirement where a noise impact study must be considered when posted speed limits are 
increased; and
• a new requirement where the noise impact study must run both an asphalt and concrete surface 
scenario when final pavement types are not yet known at the time of assessment.


Access the Environmental Guide for Noise 2021 (Aug. 2021) at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-08/Environmental%20Guide%20for%20Noise%202021%20%28Aug%202021%29.pdf


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4176


• Regulation – Time to Grant Permission and Enter into a Compensation Agreement on
Lands Subject to Zoning Order O.Reg. 568/21
# 019-4097; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry onAugust 6, 2021; Comment deadline: September 6, 2021
A regulation is being considered by the Minister of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and
Forestry which would require the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) to issue a permit for
the development of lands within the specified Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO) within a certain timeframe (45
days) of receiving a development application.
LSRCA and the proponent are also required to enter into an agreement whereby the proponent will
compensate for ecological impacts caused by the development. Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4097


• Amendments to O. Reg. 79/15 to Further Streamline the Use of Alternative Low-Carbon
Fuels
# 019-3544; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. Comment deadline:
September 13, 2021
The ministry is proposing to amend O. Reg. 79/15: Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (O. Reg. 79/15) made
under the Environmental Protection Act, to make it easier for manufacturers of cement, lime, iron and steel,
to substitute the use of fossil fuels with fuels derived from materials that would otherwise be disposed in
landfills. More specifically, the proposed amendments would:
• modernize the process for ECA amendments and provide proponents with the option to rely on secondary
or tertiary sources to estimate CO2 emission intensity;
• increase the limit of alternative low-carbon fuels in demonstration projects to 200 tonnes per day;
• remove out-dated quarterly reporting requirements for SO2 and NOx; and
• remove dead animals or dead animal parts from the list of restricted low-carbon fuels to allow materials
such as bone meal and animal fat to be used as a fuel source.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3544
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Revocation of Ontario Regulation 40/11 Water Technology Acceleration Project (TAP)
Ontario Regulatory Register #21-MEDJCT015; proposal posted on July 29, 2021; Comment deadline: September 13, 2021
Ontario Regulation 40/11 was implemented to regulate the composition and proceedings of the board of
directors of the Water Technology Acceleration Project (WaterTAP), a corporation created under Part II of
the Water Opportunities Act, 2010. WaterTAP was dissolved in 2019 by order of the Lieutenant Governor
in Council. Because the organization no longer exists, it is proposed that this regulation pertaining to its
board of directors be revoked. Access the Ontario Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=OKR-H8KjBZ2-BJjR-eVNmDh?language=en&postingId=38407


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 826 to add the Pleasant View Survey lands within the
Niagara Escarpment Plan area in the City of Hamilton to the area of development control
# 019-3898; proposal updated by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on July 23, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 6, 2021
The Ministry is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 826 under the Niagara Escarpment Planning and
Development Act to add the Pleasant View Survey lands to the area of development control.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3898


• Low impact development stormwater management guidance manual
# 012-9080; proposal updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 30, 2021. 
This proposal notice has been updated to advise the public that the action associated with this proposal
(i.e. Development of a Low Impact Development Guidance Manual) continues, and is still active as of July
30, 2021. The ministry has reviewed all comments received and, where possible, incorporated them into
the draft Low Impact Development Guidance document. 
As part of the manual development process, two documents have been developed by consultants:
Jurisdictional Scan of Canadian, US and International Stormwater Management Volume Control Criteria
Draft Final Report and Runoff Volume Control Targets for Ontario Final Report. These documents can be
downloaded from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/012-9080


• Proposed Changes to Regulations Under the Planning Act
# 019-3958; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on July 9, 2021. Comment deadline: August 23, 2021
Once proclaimed, Schedule 24 to Bill 276, the Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021, will
make policy changes to the Planning Act related to control of the division of land (i.e. subdivision control,
plans of subdivision, consents and validations). These regulatory changes are associated with legislative
changes (21-MMAH008 - Proposed changes to certain land division provisions in the Planning Act) -
available at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=37010&language=en
For more information, links and background material, access the posting on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=5wHAVuVT4kMcs9yp4MVsd0k?language=en&postingId=38047
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3958


• Updating environmental assessment requirements for transmission lines
ERO #019-3937; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 5, 2021. Comment deadline: Sept. 3, 2021
The proposed changes, if approved, will update the EA requirements for critical transmission
infrastructure, supporting expanded access to lower carbon energy sources from Ontario’s electricity grid,
and shortening times for building critical infrastructure projects. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3937


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO #019-2785; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice to August 6, 2021 based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The government is proposing a new land use compatibility guideline as an update to a number of existing
D-series guidelines for municipalities to use when making land use planning decisions.
The Guideline would be applied when an approval under the Planning Act is needed where the decision to
be made by the planning authority raises one of the following circumstances:
• a new or expanding sensitive land use (e.g. a residential subdivision or condominium) is proposed near 
an existing or planned major facility;
• a new or expanding major facility is proposed near an existing or planned sensitive land use.
Access the Proposed Land Use Compatibility Guideline at: https://prod-environmental-
registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Proposed%20Land%20Use%20Compatibility%20Guideline.pdf
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (cont’d)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan – Discussion Paper
ERO #019-3839; proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on June 29, 2021; Comment deadline: August 28, 2021
The discussion paper proposes a 30-year vision for mobility in the region. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3839 


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline: Sept. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use planning
system in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO #019-2768; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice to August 6, 2021 based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. Among other things, it includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental 
Compliance Approval (ECA) under section 20.2 of the Environmental Protection Act;
- clarification for facilities preparing an Odour Study under the Renewable Energy Approvals Regulation; and
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour.
Access Draft Odour Guidance.pdf at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Draft%20Odour%20Guidance.pdf
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of  the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
ERO #019-2972; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice to August 6, 2021 based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
Among other things, the Ministry is proposing public service standards and an incident referral tool for
responding to incidents. In summary, the government is proposing to update:
• the compliance policy (draft): 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bi.%20Compliance%20Policy%20-%20March%2022%202021.pdf
• the referral tool (draft):
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/biii.%20Referral%20Tool%20for%20MECP%20%281%29.pdf


• new service standards (draft):
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bii.%20Service%20Delivery%20Standards_1.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


DECISIONS


• Greener Gasoline and Greener Diesel - Director's Directions
ERO #019-1030; decision updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 16, 2021
A new regulation, O. Reg. 663/20 (Cleaner Transportation Fuels), requires fuel suppliers to increase the
renewable content in gasoline to 15 per cent between 2025 and 2030. To support these changes, the
Ministry has replaced the proposed Director’s Directions under the previous regulations with the Technical
Guideline: Cleaner Transportation Fuels (ministry guideline).
The ministry guideline continues all of the relevant legally-binding requirements stated in the proposed
Director’s Directions, and also includes technical requirements that were in the Greener Gasoline and
Greener Diesel regulations.
Access the current version of the guideline (ministry guideline 1.1) under ERO 019- 3082 at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-3082
Access the current ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1030


*


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature
The 2nd Session of the 66th General Assembly opened February 25, 2021, and adjourned on May 13, 2021. 
The are no new legislative developments for this issue.
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Consultations


Water Act Water Withdrawal Regulations - Irrigation Strategy
The Standing Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability has recommended
that an irrigation strategy be developed for Prince Edward Island. A proposed change to the Water
Withdrawal Regulations supports this development. 
Access the proposed amendments to the Water Withdrawal Regulations at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/water_act_-_water_withdrawal_amdmt_consult_version.pdf
Access a plain language summary for the proposed amendments to the Water Withdrawal Regulations
at: https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/plain_language_summary_for_the_proposed_amendments_to_the_water_withdrawal_regulations.pdf
Comment deadline: September 1, 2021.
For more information on how to participate visit:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act-water-withdrawal-regulations-irrigation


Background: The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June 16, 2021.  
There are four sets of regulations that operationalize the Water Act, the Water Withdrawal Regulations, the Well
Construction Regulations, the Water Supply and Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations and the Sewage Disposal
Systems Regulations. These regulations took effect on June 16, 2021. 


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021. There have been no new legislative developments since those
reported in the last issue of HSERA.


QUEBEC Gazette notices


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other
regulatory provisions - Amendment
Reminder: The draft Regulation adds details for certain activities exempted from the payment of a
financial contribution to compensate for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water, and adds
new activities.
It also makes changes to the activities for which the payment of a financial contribution may be
replaced by work to restore or create wetlands and bodies of water, and adds new activities.
For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2639) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105153.pdf


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils
Reminder: The draft Regulation prescribes the fees payable when excavated contaminated soils are
transported from their site of origin or, in certain cases from a receiving site, to cover the costs of the
implementation, by the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change, of measures for
ensuring the traceability of contaminated soils for the purposes of the Regulation respecting the traceability of
excavated contaminated soils. (See related analysis below). Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105196.pdf


QUEBEC Analysis


New requirements for tracing fate of excavated contaminated soils
On July 7, 2021, the Québec government published the Regulation respecting traceability of excavated
contaminated soils. The Regulation introduces a series of requirements applicable to the various stages of
the management of excavated contaminated soils, from the site of origin to the final receiving site. 
The process begins with soils being electronically registered before they leave the site of origin. The soils are
then tracked through information entered on an electronic tracking slip by each of the stakeholders covered
by the Regulation, from the site of origin to the final receiving site.
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New requirements for tracing fate of excavated contaminated soils (continued)


The Regulation provides for additional requirements when the total estimated quantity of soils to be
transported exceeds 200 metric tonnes. In that case, the receiving site manager must provide the Minister
with confirmation, agreed with the owner of the soils, that the soils may be unloaded at that receiving site.
Timeline for implementation: The electronic registry will reportedly be available for voluntary use starting
at the end of the summer of 2021. In general, the Regulation will be implemented gradually – that is, a first
phase will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain large-scale projects (5,000 metric tonnes)
as of November 1, 2021; a second phase will cover the transportation of contaminated soils of certain
medium-sized projects (1,000 metric tonnes) and the transportation of certain quantities of contaminated
soils from receiving sites as of January 1, 2022; and finally a third phase will include all projects as of
January 1, 2023.
Source/courtesy: “Rehabilitation Work In Québec: New Requirements For Traceability Of Excavated Contaminated
Soils” by Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg. Readers requiring more information are invited to consult the full text of this
anaysis at: https://www.dwpv.com/en/Insights/Publications/2021/Travaux-de-rehabilitation-au-Quebec


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices


July 16, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette (pages 2260-2263.)
Procedural rules for hearings before the Surface Rights Board of Arbitration
O.C. 362/2021, dated June 30, 2021, authorizes the Board of Arbitration to make Rule SRBA00J, Board
Rules Concerning Procedure in Hearings Before the Surface Rights Board of Arbitration. The Board
Rules, pursuant to The Surface Rights Acquisition and Compensation Act, can be accessed at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113782. 


July 9, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette 
Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations now in effect
The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations, 2021 (No. 2) took
effect on July 5, 2021. 


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Yukon - Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly is adjourned.


Yukon - Consultations
Proposed amendments to the Rules for pre-submission engagements
Reminder: The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board is inviting comments on
proposed amendments to the Rules for Screening Conducted by Executive Committee (pre-submission
engagement). Comments are requested by September 1, 2021. Further information, including access
to the proposed Rules, is available at:
https://www.yesab.ca/submit-a-project/executive-committee-screenings/pre-screeningengagement-for-executive-committee-screenings. 


Access the Board's website at: https://www.yesab.ca/. Access the July 3, 2021 Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/commis-eng.html#cs5


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. The Legislative Assembly is now adjourned
and scheduled to reconvene on October 14, 2021.


Nunavut - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly will be dissolved on September 19, 2021 and a general election will be held on
October 25, 2021.
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Nunavut - Consultations
Planning Commission consulting on updated Draft Land Use Plan
The Nunavut Planning Commission released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which sets
out guidelines for the use and development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area.
Written submissions on the draft plan are requested by September 30, 2021. 
The Plan can be accessed at: 
https://www.nunavut.ca/news/2021/latest-news-its-here-updated2021-nunavut-draft-land-use-plan-has-been-released-draft-plan.


*


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
The following Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - are a mix of performance-based
and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador
and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas:
• Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
• Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations.
The Regulations provide for the introduction of a new regulatory regime to replace transitional OHS regulations
that were established at the end of 2014. The suite of transitional regulations included, for each of the respective
Accord areas:
• the Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health and Safety Transitional Regulations;
• the Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional Regulations; and 
• the Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations. 
In the face of unexpected delays in the regulatory development process, Parliament extended the deadline for
repeal of the transitional regulations, and through Bill S-3 (An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act),
the Government of Canada now has until December 31, 2021, to implement the permanent regulations. 
In accordance with the joint management framework for both offshore areas, the governments of Newfoundland
and Labrador and Nova Scotia must publish mirror provincial versions of the regulations.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources


Canada Energy Regulator releases Regulatory Framework Plan, 2021 to 2024
The Regulatory Framework Plan describes regulations, guidance materials and other regulatory
documents which the CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period, and sets out expected
timelines for each. Among other things, the Plan highlights the following changes:
Re: Onshore Pipeline Regulations (OPR) - Review work is being done in 2020-2021; material for
input into the review will be prepared for Public Engagement Opportunities in the Fall of 2021.
Re: Cost Recovery Regulations - Public engagement is anticipated to begin in Fall 2021. 
Re: Pipeline Performance Measures (PPMs) Improvement Project  - CER propose to review, and
possibly remove, update, enhance, or introduce PPMs in order to:
 apply current approaches to Key Performance Indicators (KPIs);
 better align measures with outcomes of CER’s Departmental Results Framework (DRF) and 
regulatory objectives; and


 reduce administrative burden for companies, where possible. 
Engagement with companies that report on PPMs is estimated to occur in Summer 2021.
Pipeline Quality Assurance – Canadian Standards Association Express Document - Once
the content of the Express Document is ready for publication, it will be posted for comment on the CSA
Group website, for a period of 30 days. Estimated completion Summer 2021. 
More details and contacts for the above initiatives can be accessed at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024.pdf
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FEDERAL Management resources (continued)


CER releases management system requirements for audit protocols
Reminder: The Canada Energy Regulator recently released CER Management System Requirements
and CER Management System Audit Guide and the Management System and Protection Program Audit
Protocols. Access these updated resources at:
https://www.cerrec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/industry-performance/reports-complianceenforcement/audit/canada-energy-regulator-updated-operations-audit-protocols-and-guidancedocument.html.


*


ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30, 2021
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30,
2021, or until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Over $400 million under the Program has already been allocated during the first three periods.
Key remaining deadlines are as follows:
• Fourth application period: Open until September 30, 2021;
• Fifth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Sixth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Seventh application period: Scheduled to open in second half of July 2021 and remain open until 
March 31, 2022;
• Eighth application period is targeted to start in the second half of July 2021 and remain open until    
March 31, 2022.
Project completion: Contractors have until December 31, 2022 to complete the work. 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-32 2021/22 Orphan Fund Levy for Large Facilities. In accordance with Part 11 of the
Oil and Gas Conservation Act and Directive 024: Large Facility Liability Management Program (LFP),
the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced on August 10, 2021 that it is prescribing an LFP
orphan fund levy of $3.5 million for the 2021/22 fiscal year, to be issued in September of 2021. The
levy will support the closure costs for large facilities in the LFP with licences held by defunct licensees.
This is the first time such a levy has been necessary. Access details at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-32


• Bulletin 2021-33 Revised Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code. On August 11,
2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that, on January 1, 2022 an updated
Continuous Emission Monitoring System (CEMS) Code will take effect. 
“Authorizations to deviate” granted under the 1998 CEMS code will not apply under the 2021 code.
Licensees seeking authorization to deviate from requirements in the 2021 CEMS code should contact
the appropriate AER Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) approval coordinator to
request an authorization to deviate before the 2021 code takes effect. 
The only exceptions are existing authorizations to deviate under section 4 of the code, “Installation
Specifications and Test Procedures.” These may remain in force until major structural modifications are
made to the stack, duct, or flue.
The revised 2021 CEMS code and supplementary information are provided on the AEP CEMS
webpage at: https://www.alberta.ca/continuous-emissions-monitoring.aspx.
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ALBERTA AER bulletins (continued)


• Bulletin 2021-31: Invitation for Feedback on Proposed New Requirements for Geothermal
Resource Development. On August 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted an
invitation to stakeholders to comment on its proposed new Directive 0XX: Requirements for
Geothermal Resource Development. The draft directive sets out the requirements that industry must
follow for geothermal resource development that is below the base of groundwater protection and
covers the entire development life cycle, from initiation through to closure. Feedback or questions on
the directive should be sent by email to: geothermal@aer.ca. Comment deadline: September 3, 2021.
Access draft directive at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/DirectiveXXX_GeothermalEnergy.pdf


• Bulletin 2021-30: New Release Reporting Form. On July 29, 2021, AER published a new edition
of its release reporting form. Older versions will no longer be accepted.
The new format makes it easier for the licensee to focus on the questions relevant to the release. 
The form and associated release reporting documentation are available on the AER website at: aer.ca
> Regulating Development > Compliance > Release Reporting. Access bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-30


• Bulletin 2021-29: Control Well Requirements Rescinded. On July 28, 2021, AER rescinded
Directive 062: Coalbed Methane (CBM) Control Well Requirements and Related Matters, following the
Alberta government’s repeal of sections 7.025 and 11.145 of the Oil and Gas Conservation Rules,
which defined control wells and prescribed data to be reported. 
Access the bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-29


• Bulletin 2021-28: Changes to the Renewal of Public Lands Act Dispositions. On July 26,
2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced the following changes:
- Dispositions originally issued before September 1, 2010, are now designated "legacy."
- When renewing legacy dispositions, sketch plans may now be acceptable in lieu of survey plans.
The existing AEP document Formal Disposition Renewal has been updated to incorporate the above.
AEP has issued a new document, Legacy Public Lands Disposition Renewal Using Sketch, and a new
webpage: https://www.alberta.ca/disposition-management-post-issuance.aspx, that outlines the
eligibility criteria and minimum standards for sketch plans and digital mapping.
AER’s Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands Application Manual has been updated to include these
changes. Access bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-28


• Bulletin 2021-27: Oil Sands Exploration Application Variance Form and Updated
Guidance. On July 9, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that it had developed a
new Oil Sands Exploration (OSE) Application Variance Form for applicants to submit with their OSE
application. The new standards require applicants who are unable to meet MSSC approval standards
to provide sufficient rationale and mitigation measures for review with the OSE application. 
The form is available on the AER Oil Sands Exploration webpage at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-process/oil-sands-exploration


• Bulletin 2021-26: Invitation for Feedback on New Contamination Management Manual
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted the proposed new Manual
XXX: Contamination Management. Comment deadline: August 8, 2021.
Access Manual XXX at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals
Access release at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-26-0


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Second $50-million instalment provided under DSRP to clean up dormant sites in BC
Reminder: On July 8, 2021, the BC government announced that it is awarding the second $50-million
instalment under the Dormant Sites Reclamation Program (DSRP) to clean up dormant oil and gas sites in
the province. Access release at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0048-001321


BC Hydrogen Strategy report released
Reminder: On July 7, 2021, the Province released “BC Hydrogen Strategy” which “includes 63
actions for government, industry and innovators to undertake during the short term (2020-25), medium
term (2025-30) and long term (2030 and beyond)” as part of CleanBC.
Immediate priorities will be to:
• scale-up green hydrogen production using BC’s supply of clean, renewable electricity; and
• establish a regulatory framework for CCS to enable blue hydrogen production while ensuring it has
similar or lower emissions. Additional information, with a link to the strategy and a summary document,
is available at: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0045-001306.


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC bulletins 


(INDB 2021-25) Updates to the Northeast Water Tool (NEWT) launched
Reminder: On July 14, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission published an update to the Northeast
Water Tool (NEWT), as part of its ongoing efforts to support and improve water management decisions. 
NEWT is a point-and-click, map-based tool that helps scientists, industry, explorers, communities, and
government decision-makers to understand accurate information about water resources in British
Columbia. It now comprises three modules:
• The Watershed Reporting Module (formerly called NEWT).
• The Groundwater Review Assistant (GWRA) Module (formerly a stand-alone tool).
• The new Cumulative Diversion Analysis Module.
For more information, access the bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-northeast-water-tool-newt-launched-indb-2021-25/
For information on how water use is regulated in B.C.’s oil and gas industry visit the OGC’s Water
Information page at: https://www.bcogc.ca/data-reports/data-tools/
The Northeast Water Tool can be found at: water.bcogc.ca.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the
Use of Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to implement changes as part of
the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. A summer review period will be followed
by targeted engagement sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


*
MANITOBA -  Regulations


Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act
Reminder: Effective July 1, 2021, the Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba
Hydro Act, is amended. The amendment replaces the list of standards in Schedule 1 at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/050.pdf
Related to this, two exemption regulations took effect on June 18, 2021. These are:
• the Regulatory Accountability Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Statutes and 
Regulations Act; and 
• the Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Regulatory Accountability Act.


*
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ONTARIO -  Consultations


Proposed Change to Ontario Regulation 328/03 - Leave to Construct Cost Threshold for
Hydrocarbon Pipelines
On July 16, 2021, the Ontario government posted proposed changes to Ontario Regulation 328/03
under the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 (OEB Act) to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon
pipelines that require OEB approval through its Leave to Construct process, as prescribed in regulation,
from $2 million to $10 million. Comment deadline: August 30, 2021.
For more details, access the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4029


*


SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations
Reminder: In a bulletin dated July 5, 2021, the Saskatchewan government referenced regulatory
changes to strengthen the oil and gas liability management (LM) program operated by the Ministry of
Energy and Resources. These changes feature new regulations called The Financial Security and Site
Closure Regulations (FSSCR), referenced in the Saskatchewan Gazette, dated June 25, 2021. 
The FSSCR replace provisions in the current Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR)
dealing with “end of life” obligations of oil and gas companies regarding wells, facilities and associated
flowlines.
Among other things the FSSCR feature the following key elements:
1. Inactive Liability Reduction Program: a new results-based program for reducing liabilities;
2. Enhanced LLR Program: adjusting the existing Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) formula to better
reflect a licensee’s actual assets and liabilities; and
3. Proportional Risk Assessments for Transfers: codification in regulations of a methodology for
determining the additional security required for transfers between licensees that involve a high
percentage of inactive wells and facilities.


Amendments to The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations
Also included in the June 25 edition of the Saskatchewan Gazette are amendments to The Oil and Gas
Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR). Among other things, these amendments amend licence
eligibility requirements to allow the minister to consider the compliance history, experience and financial
health of the applicant before issuing or transferring a licence.
Inquiries regarding the proposed regulatory enhancements may be directed to the ER Service Desk at
er.servicedesk@gov.sk.ca.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113447


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
CSA standards update


• CSA Z96 - High visibility safety apparel (New Edition)
This Standard specifies requirements for high-visibility safety apparel (referred to as “HVSA” in this
Standard) that is: a) capable of signaling the user’s presence visually; and
b) intended to provide the user with conspicuity in hazardous situations under any light conditions and
under illumination by vehicle headlights.
Performance requirements in HVSA are included for: colour; retroreflection, minimum areas, as well as for
the configuration of the materials; the physical properties of background materials used in the construction
of HVSA; conspicuous materials; and classes of HVSA, minimum areas, and placement of materials.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 15, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 13, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4260


• CSA Z1007 - Hearing loss prevention program (HLPP) (New Edition) 
This Standard specifies requirements for the management of hearing loss prevention programs (HLPPs)
designed to protect workers from occupational hearing loss.
This Standard specifies requirements for: management commitment, leadership, and participation;
assignment of roles and responsibilities; identification and quantification of noise hazards; selection and
application of controls; provision of protection (e.g., HPDs); training, monitoring, and measurement (e.g.,
noise exposure and audiometric testing); documentation; and continuous improvement and management
review.
The following subjects are not specifically addressed in this Standard:
a) psychological and other non-auditory health effects; and
b) non-occupational exposure except as it contributes to occupational exposure.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 30, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 28, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4260


CSA standards - Report


• Asbestos Management in Canada: Assessing the Need for a National Standard. 
by Keefe, A., Demers, P., Pahwa, M., Parelkar, S. (2021); Canadian Standards Association
Abstract: The authors of this recently-published report, suggest that a national asbestos
management standard could add value by establishing minimal competency levels and harmonizing
regulations and asbestos management practices across the country. However, opinions differ as to
whether a single standard or a suite of standards should be developed. “If a single standard is
developed, consideration could be given to creating an asbestos-specific management standard
similar in breadth and scope to Z1006:16 (R2020) Management of Work in Confined Spaces”.
Access Appendix C: List of Legislative Instruments Governing Asbestos Management in Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access Appendix D: Summary Tables Comparing Asbestos Regulations Across Canada at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
Access the full text of the report at:
https://www.csagroup.org/wp-content/uploads/CSA-Group-Research-Absbestos-Management-in-Canada.pdf
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Atlantic Risk-based Corrective Action guidelines


• Version 4 of Atlantic Risk-Based Corrective Action (Atlantic RBCA) must be used
beginning August 30, 2021 
Effective August 30, 2021, Atlantic regulators will require assessment, remediation and closure reports
used to assess and manage the remediation of sites impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons and other
contaminants in Atlantic Canada to utilize the guidance contained in Atlantic RBCA V4 Toolkit and V4 User
Guidance and/or 2021 Atlantic RBCA EQS/PSS.
Atlantic Risk-Based Corrective Action (Atlantic RBCA) is a process to assess and manage the remediation
of sites impacted by petroleum hydrocarbons and other contaminants in Atlantic Canada. The
implementation and maintenance of Atlantic RBCA is overseen by the Atlantic Partnership in Risk-Based
Corrective Action Implementation (Atlantic PIRI).
Important changes to the V4 User Guidance and V4 Toolkit include: updates to the chemical toxicity
database for benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylene (BTEX); expanded subsurface volatilization
modelling options; updates to hazard quotients; and carcinogenic vs. non-carcinogenic site-specific target
levels (SSTLs).
Now Available: Atlantic RBCA V4 User Guidance 2021 Atlantic RBCA EQS/PSS at:
https://atlanticrbca.com/document/atlantic-rbca-v4-user-guidance/
Coming Soon: Atlantic RBCA V4 Toolkit – to be made available by August 30, 2021.
Access  at: https://atlanticrbca.com/document/atlantic-rbca-v4-user-guidance/


Quality Management - miscellaneous standards


1. 10013 - Quality management systems - Guidance for documented information (New
Standard)
This document gives guidance for the development and maintenance of the documented information
necessary to support an effective quality management system, tailored to the specific needs of the
organization.
This document can also be used to support other management systems, e.g. environmental or
occupational health and safety management systems.Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org.
Review start date: July 27, 2021. Review end date: Sept. 25, 2021. Access more details and review a
draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4194


2. 10014 - Quality management systems - Managing an organization for quality results -
Guidance for realizing economic benefits (New Edition)
This document complements ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 9004:2018 for performance improvements and
provides examples of achievable benefits from the application of concepts in those standards. This
document identifies associated practical management methods and tools to assist in realizing the
benefits. 
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org. Review start date: July 27, 2021. Review end date: Sept.
25, 2021. Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4194


3. 10007 - Quality management - Guidelines for configuration management
Review end date: Sept. 25, 2021. Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard
(free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4268
4. 10006 - Quality management - Guidelines for quality management in projects
Review end date: Sept. 25, 2021. Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard
(free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4268


Canadian Water Quality Guidelines


CCME issues RFP to help develop Water Quality Guidelines for Nickel
On August 4, 2021, the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) issued a request for
proposal (RFP) for contractors to help develop Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for Nickel.
The project will commence by September 7, 2021 and will be completed by March 31, 2022. Application
deadline: August 25, 2021. More details at:
https://ccme.ca/uploads/Phase%202%20RFP%20Ni%20BLM%20-%20secured.pdf
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Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel:


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from any Country Other than the United States): Access at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States). 
This Order introduces substantive amendments to reduce some border measures for both fully
vaccinated and some unvaccinated travellers in recognition of increased vaccination by Canadians,
as well as other epidemiological trends that indicate that Canada is better positioned to prevent and
manage outbreaks of infection.
Effective August 9, 2021, the following changes will take place under this Order:
• Fully vaccinated citizens and permanent residents of the United States will be permitted to enter
Canada from the United States for discretionary travel, provided they reside in the United States.
This will include entry with their unvaccinated dependents - provided they are travelling with a fully
vaccinated parent or guardian.
• Persons seeking to enter Canada from the United States for discretionary purposes as fully
vaccinated travellers will be prohibited entry if they fail to submit the required proof of vaccination
in advance of travel to Canada.


Effective September 7, 2021, this Order will permit fully vaccinated foreign nationals from any country
to enter Canada from the United States for discretionary travel. See the full text of this Order in the
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine,
Isolation and Other Obligations). This Order contains substantive changes to reduce some border
measures for fully vaccinated and unvaccinated travellers.
Effective August 9, 2021, the following changes will take place under this Order:
• Incoming air travellers will no longer be required to remain in government-authorized
accommodations while they wait for the result of their on-arrival test. 
• Certain fully vaccinated foreign nationals seeking to enter Canada for a discretionary purpose by
air mode will be required to submit proof of vaccination before boarding a flight to Canada. 
• Unvaccinated dependent children under the age of 12 who enter Canada with a fully vaccinated
parent or guardian will be exempt from quarantine and will be subject to certain enhanced public
health measures. 


This Order will be in effect from August 9, 2021 to September 21, 2021. Access full details of this Order
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/order-decret-eng.html#dc1
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 35
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
The Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 34, made
on July 16, 2021, is repealed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


July 31, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 34
The Order is now repealed and replaced by Order # 35 (above). Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-31/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


July 31, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under  the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel 
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
any Country Other than the United States);
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada from
the United States);
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and
Other Obligations).


These Orders are now repealed and replaced by the eponymous orders published on August 14, 2021 (above). 


July 24, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
Canada–Nova Scotia Offshore Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
Reminder: The above Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act - define a mix of
performance-based and prescriptive OHS requirements for petroleum-related activities in the Canada-
Newfoundland and Labrador and Canada-Nova Scotia offshore areas. For a fuller description, see entry on page
17 of this issue of HSERA.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Amendments  extend period of COVID-19 benefits for employees in the federal sector
Among other things, the Canada Recovery Benefits Regulations are amended to increase the
maximum number of weeks of Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB) and the Canada Recovery Caregiving
Benefit (CRCB) entitlement by 4 weeks up to a maximum entitlement of 42 weeks. Access the Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors163-eng.html


Amendments to COHS Regs enhance protections for workers in confined spaces
New regulatory amendments, published on July 7, 2021, replace Part XI of the Canada Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces. The amendments are scheduled
to take effect on October 1, 2021. For details, see the July 2021 issue of WEHSR. Access Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html


Note: Regulations amending Schedule 1 of the Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations published on July 7, update
the designated violations for Part XI (Confined Spaces) to reflect the above amendments to the Confined Spaces
Regulations. Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors142-eng.html 


Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations
Reminder: The Regulations, which will come into force on January 7, 2023, will require, among other
things, that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly according to specific
test methods to ensure they meet emission limits. See page 2 of this issue for more information.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (reminders)


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Amendments to Canadian Aviation Regulations deal with safety belts 
New amendments, made under the Aeronautics Act, amend sections of the CARs to explicitly state
that in order for a safety belt to be considered fastened, the lap strap and any installed shoulder
harness must also be fastened. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors153-eng.html


Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code (Medical
Devices, COVID-19)
Reminder: The Regulations amend four federal OH&S Regulations to state that, where there is a risk
of an airborne hazardous substance in a work place, and a qualified person determines that a worker
requires medical treatment to be administered under supervision from a health care practitioner, the
employer may provide a COVID-19 medical device for respiratory protection authorized under Interim
Order No. 2 Respecting the Importation and Sale of Medical Devices for Use in Relation to COVID-19,
(rather than a NIOSH-certified respiratory protective device). Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors140-eng.html 


FEDERAL Management resources


Program now available for World Congress health and safety event 
Reminder: The latest program is now available for the virtual XXII World Congress on Safety and
Health at Work, taking place in Toronto on September 20-23, 2021, and co-hosted by the Institute for
Work & Health. Access more information at:
https://www.iwh.on.ca/events/world-congress-2021?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


Two new regulatory documents from CNSC designed to enhance radiation protections
for workers and the environment
Reminder: On July 29, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted the following
two updated Radiation Protection Regulations (RPR) designed to enhance radiation protection for
workers, the public and the environment:
• REGDOC-2.7.1, Radiation Protection; and 
• REGDOC-2.7.2, Dosimetry, Volume I: Ascertaining Occupational Dose.
These two regulatory documents supersede nine previously published documents and modernize
CNSC’s regulatory framework for radiation protection and dosimetry.
Access the documents at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/index.cfm#R15


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. Reminder: The new OHSA will
come into force on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes to
the OHSA and WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


Respiratory protective equipment: Ministerial Order 2020-32 expires Aug. 14
During the COVID-19 public health emergency, Ministerial Order 2020-32 was established to temporarily allow the
use of respirators meeting international standards as alternatives to N95 respirators. This order expired on August
14, 2021. See Part 18 of the OHS Code to learn about requirements for respiratory protective equipment use on
work sites.  Access MO at: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2020/Labour_and_Immigration/2020_032_Labour_and_Immigration.pdf?_ccCt=cflw-2finjo-db5ro8-fpkgqhw1
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ALBERTA Management resources and reports


OHS Futures data sets and reports now available
Between 2014 and 2019, the OHS Futures grant program funded 52 research projects with topics of study ranging
from workplace violence to patient-handling practices. A pillar of the program was to make the data and final reports
of OHS Futures-funded research available to the public. Readers can now access reports and data sets from nine
of these projects on Open.Alberta.ca. Documents from the remaining projects will be added as they become
available. Access OHS Futures grant program at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset?q=ohs+futures&sort=score+desc&_ccCt=cflw-2finjo-db5rob-fpkgqhw3


OHS Prevention Initiative: MSD resources
New resources are now available to help in the prevention of workplace musculoskeletal disorders (MSDs). The
OHS Prevention Initiative focuses on reducing common workplace injuries, protecting at-risk workers and identifying
higher-risk work situations. Access more information at:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/musculoskeletal-disorders?_ccCt=cflw-2finjo-db5roh-fpkgqhw9


COVID-19 information: Alberta Health Daily Checklist. This checklist, updated on July 30,
2021, has been developed to support schools, activity organizers, employers, businesses and facility
operators in reducing the risk of transmission of COVID-19 among attendees and staff. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist


COVID-19 as a workplace hazard. Updated on July 30, 2021. Occupational health and safety
officers have the authority to issue tickets for not complying with public health order requirements for
masks in indoor workplaces. This remains in effect as long as the public health order is in effect:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-covid-19-as-workplace-hazard


CMOH order 39-2021: 2021 COVID-19 response. Updated on July 28, 2021. Record of Decision
of the Chief Medical Officer of Health that outlines isolation requirements. This order also removes
quarantine requirements by rescinding CMOH Order 35-2021:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/cmoh-order-39-2021


Dangerous Goods Transportation and Handling Act. Updated on July 30, 2021, this Act
provides for the safe transportation and handling of products, substances and organisms included in
any of the classes listed in the Act’s Schedule. Duties are imposed on persons handling, transporting or
offering to transport dangerous goods and on persons with the charge, management or control of the
means of containment of such goods. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/d04


ALBERTA Consultations


45-day Industry Review Period on Health and Safety Metrics Guide closed on August 13
The Health and Safety Metrics Guide provides a framework for recording and calculating occupational
health and safety metrics for the Canadian energy industry. The scope of this guide includes:


• Identification of recordable injuries and illnesses.
• Identification of contractors' eligibility for reporting.
• Calculation for exposure hours.
• Identification of recordable medical aid and first aid.


Access Draft - Health and Safety Performance Metrics Guide at:
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Resources/Statistics-Analytics/Data-Gateway
Send feedback and comments on this Guide to: safety@energysafetycanada.com.


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


Amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, effective Dec. 1, 2021,
address blasting operations and qualifications for arborists
Reminder: At its May 2021 meeting, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the following
amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation:
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en
Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en
Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed through the links
above.  
Effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is
amended to accommodate the above Parts.
Access the Order of the Workers’ Compensation Board, deposited on July 19, 2021 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0207_2021


New rules on safety headgear make it easier for employers to accommodate workers who
wear religious head coverings
Reminder: New rules on safety headgear are due to take effect on September 1, 2021. Under the
rules, employers will be required to review each area of a job site when determining if a person must
wear safety headgear, such as a hard hat, in that area. Employers will determine, through a risk
assessment, what safety precautions could be taken to prevent head injuries and whether a hard hat is
necessary.
This regulatory change provides more opportunities for employers to safely accommodate workers who
wear head coverings, such as a turban, as a religious practice. WorkSafeBC plans to send information
to employers prior to the regulations coming into effect. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultation on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety
Regulation covers first aid and tower crane safety
On August 5, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division issued a call for feedback
regarding the following proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation: 
Part 3, Minimum Levels of First Aid; and Parts 14 and 19, Inconsistent Crane Misadventure and Zone
Limiting Devices in Tower Cranes. Feedback accepted until October 8, 2021.
View the proposed regulatory amendments and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-the-ohsr-oct-8-21


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
On July 29, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status for stakeholder comment.
“Workplace status” refers to whether someone is an employer, worker, or independent operator. A
person’s status defines the rights and responsibilities the person has under the Workers
Compensation Act, including compulsory coverage for workers, and obligations of employers to pay
assessments into the accident fund.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide
feedback, can be found at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


Comment deadline: December 15, 2021.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


• Communicable disease prevention: A guide for employers
Step 3 of BC’s Restart began on July 1, 2021. To assist employers in the fundamental components of
communicable disease prevention, WorkSafeBC has developed Communicable disease prevention: A
guide for employers. The guide was revised on June 30, 2021, to include a template that may be
useful for employers in documenting and communicating their disease prevention measures, practices,
and policies. Download at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/communicable-disease-prevention-guide-employers?lang=en
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources (continued)


• Accessing WorkSafeBC services and keeping workers safe during the wildfires
Employers have obligations related to emergency response planning, as well as ways to reduce
exposure to wildfire smoke for indoor and outdoor workers. WorkSafeBC has several key health and
safety resources related to wildfires, including:
- Backgrounder: Wildfires: Keeping Workers Safe at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/about-us/news-and-events/backgrounders/wildfires?lang=en
- Wildfire Smoke: Frequently Asked Questions, at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/wildfire-smoke-frequently-asked-questions-faq?lang=en


• Guideline G8.13 Use of safety headgear with bicycles and skates under the OH&S Regulation
Among other things, the guideline, published June 30, 2021, identifies alternative bicycle helmet
standards acceptable to WorkSafeBC.
Access details at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/updates-decisions?year=2021&tag=Guideline%20Update


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
See previous editions of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent:


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021. See previous
editions of  of HSERA to view OH&S-related Bills that have been recently awarded Royal Assent.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this edition.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There is no new information to report
beyond that which was reported in the August 2 edition of HSERA.


*
ONTARIO - Legislature 
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from February 16, 2021 to December 9, 2021, with some
exceptions.There is no new information to report beyond that which was reported in the August 2 edition of HSERA.


ONTARIO Gazette Notices
June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
New regulation to streamline incident reporting requirements now in effect
Compliance reminder: Ontario Regulation 420/21, a new regulation dealing with Notices and Reports
under Sections 51 to 53.1 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) regarding fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other Incidents, came into effect on July 1, 2021.
The regulation was detailed in previous issues of HSERA.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21420


Amendments to Reg. 851 clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes
come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434
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ONTARIO Consultations


MLTSD launches consultation on changes to mining health and safety 
On July 28, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) launched
consultations on proposed regulatory amendments to the regime governing mining health and safety.
The proposed amendments would:
• add, amend and/or clarify requirements related to ventilation, independently-powered conveyances,
equipment related to mine hoists, explosives security and storage, ladderways, eye wash facilities and
emergency showers;
• implement several recommendations from the Mining Health, Safety and Prevention Review and
Coroner's Juries, including those relating to airborne hazard management, ground control and seismic
monitoring, the recording of unremedied dangers by supervisors, visual switch indicators on rail tracks,
and dissipating stored energy; and
• continue to modernize regulations by revoking redundant or duplicative requirements. 
Access the Regulatory Register posting together with link to consultation document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=XRzryxSROQlSnGREIahHsrS?language=en&postingId=37907


Comment deadline: September 15, 2021.


MLTSD launches consultation on improving tower crane safety rules
On July 14, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) launched a
public consultation on Improving Health and Safety Requirements relating to Tower Cranes. 
A consultation paper, issued by the MLTSD, outlines 20 recommendations with six target areas of focus:
• introducing new notification requirements relating to the use of tower cranes;
• clarifying design, installation, maintenance, and inspection requirements;
• referencing the Professional Engineers of Ontario's practice standard for tower crane review and
clarifying the roles and responsibilities of professional engineers in the design, erection and inspection
stages;
• referencing national and international design and operation standards;
• updating and introducing new training requirements for tower crane operators; and
• introducing new requirements for self-erecting tower cranes.
Comment deadline: September 13, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting with link to
consultation paper at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=38147&language=en


MLTSD consulting on harmonizing head protection requirements under the OHSA
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted a proposal to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. 
The proposal is to move to a performance-based approach encompassing a wide range of protective
headwear, including hard hats, motorcycle helmets, rope access helmets, or fire fighting helmets,
depending on the hazard.
More information on this proposal was included in the July 15 edition of HSERA. 
Comment deadline: Sept. 10, 2021. For information, email: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca
Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987


Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) Insurance Fund Surplus Distribution
Model Consultation
On July 15, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted a proposal on the
Regulatory Registry to distribute the WSB's financial surpluses above a certain level to employers. This
concept is known as a surplus distribution model. The Government's goal is to develop a process
around the distribution of WSIB financial surpluses that is transparent and predictable to WSIB
stakeholders. Comment deadline: August 10, 2021.
Access the Registry posting along with a link to the consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=565GFt0vGGMDQIm8cuvQhIs?language=en&postingId=38207
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ONTARIO Consultations


Province seeking input on workforce recovery advisory committee
The Ontario Workforce Recovery Advisory Committee (OWRAC) - set up to provide recommendations
to shape the future of work in our province - is currently seeking input on COVID-19-related strategies
related to: economic recovery; strengthening Ontario’s competitive position; and supporting workers by
ensuring technology platform workers benefit from flexibility, control, and security. Share comments,
ideas and suggestions with the committee by email at: OWRAC@ontario.ca. 
Release: https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontarios-workforce-recovery-advisory-committee-leading-future-work-ontario?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=d0ca40f0b7


Amendments to O.Reg 213/91 - Construction Projects - modernize Notice of Project Requirements
Reminder: On July 9, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted notice that
it is proposing to modernize the Notice of Project (NOP) requirement under O. Reg. 213/91-
Construction Projects by potentially replacing the $50,000 monetary threshold with an expanded list of
hazard-based triggers in order to continue to identify high-risk construction projects and protect the
health and safety of construction workers. Comment deadline: September 10, 2021.
Access the Notice on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


Access consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjXE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


ONTARIO Reports


CPO releases “Prevention works”  -  a five-year strategy  for Ontario’s Occupational
Health and Safety System
ON July 27, 2021, Ontario’s retiring Chief Prevention Officer, Ron Kelusky, presented “Prevention
Works” - a document outlining a vision for the province’s future occupational health and safety system.
This new strategy builds on the previous Healthy and Safe Ontario Workplaces Strategy and the work
the system has collectively done over the past ten years “but there is still more to be done”. 
“While our understanding of the system has grown”, Kelusky says, “over the next five years, we need to
build new partnerships and expand our work, especially in the areas of occupational illness, work-
related mental health and violence and harassment”.
Prevention Works contains four strategic objectives and two areas of systems focus, which were
developed based on extensive research and province-wide consultations. The objectives steer the
system towards developing and implementing evidence-informed, risk-based interventions that are
customer-focused, and that will strengthen worker mobility and OHS knowledge and practices ‘on the
ground.’ 
Prevention Works guides the system towards helping workplaces to not only comply with OHS laws
and standards but supporting them to achieve OHS excellence through participation in incentive
programs. The strategy also makes it easier for small businesses to comply with occupational health
and safety requirements; this includes tailoring OHS resources and information to meet the specific
needs of small businesses and providing programs and services that are more cost-effective than
previously.
The areas of systems focus are: occupational illnesses; work-related mental health and workplace
violence and harassment - all of which require the involvement of stakeholders from within and outside
of the OHS system to achieve the greatest impact and better outcomes.
During the first initial phases of Prevention Works’ implementation, the OHS system will engage in
enterprise operational planning and target-setting in support of a common, system-wide strategy for
data sharing and to track and publicly report performance measures that demonstrate the impact of
efforts and strategies. 
In the mid-phases of Prevention Works, the government will set targets and track progress throughout
the duration - evaluating the strategy’s mid-term successes and identifying areas for improvement. 
The OHS system will report back on the final results of the strategy in 2026.
Access Prevention Works at:
https://files.ontario.ca/books/mltsd-prevention-works-occupational-health-and-safety-strategy-en-2021-07-26.pdf
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ONTARIO Management resources


• COVID-19 Guidance for the Health Sector: On August 12, 2021, Ontario updated its COVID-
19 Guidance for the Health Sector. Access the resource at:
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx


• Using masks in the workplace: On August 5, 2021, Ontario updated its guidelines on using
masks in the workplace. Access the updated resource at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace


• Ontario launches new online carrier record: The Ministry of Transportation has developed a
new product for commercial vehicle clients called the Online Carrier Record. This new portal provides
clients with instant access to all of their CVOR safety records in real-time. Users will be able to filter
and sort using a variety of functions and view these records online to help manage their safety
performance: https://www.carrierrecords.mto.gov.on.ca/welcome/en


• Ontario launches survey on commercial motor vehicle alcohol and drug policies: The
Traffic Injury Research Foundation (TIRF) is conducting a study to gather information on existing drug
and alcohol screening policies in the trucking and transit sectors. Results from this survey will inform a
larger, ongoing MTO research project intended to address concerns of key stakeholders and to ensure
Ontario’s transportation safety policies are as effective as possible:
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/6286974/Alcohol-Drug-Survey-for-Companies?sguid=


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on June 12, 2021. There is no new information to report beyond that which was
reported in the July 15, 2021 edition of HSERA. Recent Bills under consideration include:


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: June 11, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to create a scientific committee on
occupational diseases.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. Last
sitting held on May 13, 2021. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts by Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


July 14, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder re: Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the brokerage of bulk
trucking services under the Transport Act


Text of amendment reads, in part:
24.1. A brokerage permit holder must send to the Commission, before 31 May, audited financial statements for the fiscal
year ending on the preceding 31 December. 
24.2. At the Commission’s request, a brokerage permit holder must give to a member of the Ordre des comptables
professionnels agréés du Québec holding the appropriate permit a mandate of reasonable assurance on the compliance of
the management of the amounts with the requirements of sections 27 to 33 of this Regulation in the last completed fiscal
year.
33.01. A brokerage permit holder may, by regulation, set up a pay advance system.


Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105166.pdf
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QUEBEC Announcements


Quebec to introduce a pilot project under the Temporary Foreign Worker Program
On August 6, 2021, the federal government announced an agreement with the Government of
Quebec that will allow for the introduction of new flexibilities for Quebec employers under the
Temporary Foreign Worker Program. 
This new initiative will allow Quebec employers to benefit from the following measures:
• an increase of 10% to 20% in the maximum number of temporary foreign workers in low-wage
positions and employed in certain economic sectors designated by Quebec following a consultation
with labour market partners;
• an exemption from existing advertising and recruitment requirements for a larger number of
occupations, designated by Quebec; and
• an exemption from the current policy on the refusal to process a Labour Market Impact Assessment
application in certain geographic regions designated by Quebec following a consultation with labour
market partners.


The pilot project will run until December 31, 2023. 
Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2021/08/tfw-agreement-with-quebec-000951-news-release.html


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Publication after screening assessment of a substance — caprolactam
Substance: — 2H-azepin-2-one, hexahydro-(caprolactam), CAS RN 1105-60-2.
Caprolactam is primarily used as an intermediate in the production of Nylon 6 polymers, which have a
broad range of uses, including in textiles, carpets, industrial yarns, and engineering plastics for industrial
and medical applications, as well as in some products available to consumers, such as cosmetics,
diapers, and 3D printing filaments. 
Following a screening assessment, it is proposed to conclude that the substance does not meet any of
the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


August 14, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of a substance — Lotus corniculatus, 
Substance — Lotus corniculatus, extract, CAS RN 84696-24-2. 
Lotus corniculatus is a plant that is also known by the common name of bird's-foot trefoil. Its main use is
in cosmetic preparations. 
Following a screening assessment, it is proposed to conclude that caprolactam does not meet any of the
criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-14/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3


August 7,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-66-01-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List 
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following: 56275-01-5. 
Part I of the List is further amended by adding 17 substances identified by their CAS numbers. 
Part II of the List is amended by adding four substances. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-07/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


- 33 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, August 16, 2021  







Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


August 7,  2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-87-09-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List 
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting five substances identified by their
CAS numbers: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-08-07/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


- end -
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Environmental regulation & compliance
INTERNATIONAL  Notices


UK COP26 Presidency releases $100b climate finance delivery plan ahead of COP26
On October 25, 2021, the UK COP26 Presidency published the Climate Finance Delivery Plan, to
provide clarity on when and how developed countries will meet the $100 billion climate finance goal
and how the financing will prospectively proceed until 2025. Individual country pledges as of
September 1, 2021, together with a compilation of 2021-2025 climate finance commitments are posted
on the UK COP Presidency’s Website at: 
https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/21-09-28-Table-of-climate-finance-commitments-Online-version.pdf
The UN climate summit in Glasgow, UK, opened on October 31, 2021, with appeals for action and
prayers, kicking off two weeks of intense diplomatic negotiations by almost 200 countries on how to
tackle the common challenge of intensifying global warming.


INTERNATIONAL  Enforcement
Enbridge fails to meet Minnesota’s aquifer cleanup deadline 
Enbridge has failed to meet an October 15 deadline for cleaning up the site of an aquifer ruptured
during construction of its controversial Line 3 oil pipeline, the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources reported recently.
While working on the pipeline in January, crews from the Calgary, Alberta-based Enbridge dug too
deeply into the ground and punctured an artesian aquifer near Clearbrook, Minn. The damage caused
the aquifer to leak at least 24 million gallons of groundwater, threatening to dry out a nearby rare and
delicate wetland area called a calcareous fen.
On September 16, the DNR ordered the company to pay $3.32 million for failing to follow
environmental laws.
“Enbridge is fully cooperating with the Minnesota DNR in correcting uncontrolled groundwater flows at
Clearbrook, and is working with the DNR […]” said company spokeswoman, Juli Kellner.
Source/courtesy: Star Tribune: https://www.startribune.com/enbridge-fails-to-meet-aquifer-cleanup-deadline/600107200/l


FEDERAL Legislature
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for November 22, 2021 (see proclamation notice in Canada Gazette
on next page). On key issues such as climate change, the government is expected to take a more aggressive
approach - signalled by the appointment of staunch climate activist, Steven Guilbeault, as Canada’s new Minister
of Environment and Climate Change and the retention of former Environment Minister, Jonathan Wilkinson, in the
Cabinet to help manage an expanded climate file in his new position as Natural Resources Minister.
Canadians can expect the government to “step up even more and faster on the fight against climate change.”
Among the top priorities is implementing the Liberal election promise to cap greenhouse-gas emissions from the
oil-and-gas sector, Mr. Trudeau said.
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices 


October 27, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Proclamation Summoning Parliament to Meet on November 22, 2021
Access at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-10-27/html/si-tr64-eng.html


October 30, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Description of critical habitat of Black-tailed Prairie Dog in Grasslands National Park 
Notice is given, pursuant to the Species at Risk Act, that 90 days after the date of publication of this
notice, subsection 58(1) of the Act will apply to the critical habitat of the Black-tailed Prairie Dog,
identified in the Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Black-tailed Prairie Dog (Cynomys
ludovicianus) at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/recovery/black-tailed-prairie-dog-recovery-strategy-action-plan-final-2021.html


Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-10-27/html/si-tr64-eng.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Canada Opens Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the
government launched an initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along
with the release of a discussion paper. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator; consultations end on December 31, 2023. The
Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the
CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. The CER welcomes feedback on the content of the
Regulatory Framework at any time. Access plan at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations -  update - October 2021
2021-10-20 Management Plan for the Georgia Basin Bog Spider (Gnaphosa snohomish) in Canada [Final version]
2021-10-20 Management Plan for the Western Waterfan (Peltigera gowardii) in Canada [Final version]
2021-10-20 Recovery Strategy for the Macropis Cuckoo Bee (Epeoloides pilosulus) in Canada [Final version]
2021-10-20 Recovery Strategy for the Riverine Clubtail (Stylurus amnicola), Great Lakes Plains population, [Final version]
2021-10-20 Recovery Strategy for the Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa), Boreal population,[Final version]
2021-10-20 Recovery Strategy for the Tweedy’s Lewisia (Lewisiopsis tweedyi) in Canada [Final version]
2021-10-12 COSEWIC Annual Report 2020 to 2021
2021-10-12 COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Chinook Salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha,
Designatable Units in Southern British Columbia 
2021-10-12 COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Leach’s Storm-Petrel - Atlantic population in Canada
See more documents published on 2021-10-12 at:
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/documents?sortBy=documentTypeSort&sortDirection=asc&pageSize=20&from=2021-10-12&to=2021-10-12


For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - update 
2021-10-19 Wasamac Gold Mine Project — Participant Funding Available.
2021-09-23 Marathon Palladium Project - Joint Review Panel Invites Comments on Draft Public Hearing Procedures.
2021-09-22 Énergie Saguenay Project - Public Comments Invited on the draft Environmental Assessment.
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
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FEDERAL Reports


Climate disclosure rules proposed for Canadian investments
On October 22, 2021, Canadian Securities Administrators (CSA) released their proposed National Instrument 51-
107 Disclosure of Climate Related Matters. If adopted, the Instrument would require firms offering public
investments to disclose greenhouse gas emissions (or explain non-disclosure), as well as governance, strategy,
risk management practices, and metrics pertaining to climate-related risks and opportunities. Access the
document at: https://www.osc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-10/csa_20211018_51-107_disclosure-update.pdf


Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission Forward regulatory plan 2021–2023
This plan provides information on regulatory proposals that the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)
expects to bring forward over the next 2 years and identifies public consultation opportunities for stakeholders to
provide their feedback during regulatory development. Details of regulatory proposals can be found at:
https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatoryplan/forward-regulatory-plan-details/index.cfm


FEDERAL Enforcement


EllisDon Construction Services Inc. ordered to pay $100,000 for violating the Migratory
Birds Convention Act, 1994
On October 4, 2021, EllisDon Construction Services Inc. was sentenced in the Provincial Court of Alberta in
Calgary after pleading guilty to one count of violating section 6(a) of the Migratory Birds Regulations pursuant to
the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (MBCA, 1994). The offences relate to disturbing migratory bird nests
without a permit during the course of their work at the West Calgary Ring Road project site in June 2019. Access
more details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/10/ellisdon-construction-services-inc-ordered-to-pay-100000-for-violating-the-migratory-birds-convention-act-1994.html


*
ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 25, 2021.


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


October 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees amendment regulation
Alberta Regulation 164/2021, under the province’s Responsible Energy Development Act, outlines AER
fees and exemptions for well operators. Access details at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/19_Oct15_Part2.pdf
Critical Infrastructure Defence Regulation 
Regulation (AR 169/2021), under the Critical Infrastructure Defence Act, adds hospitals to its definition
of “Essential Infrastructure” to be protected from civil disruption activities under the Act. Access
amendment at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/0929_special.pdf 
September 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Amendments to Calgary International Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation 
The Calgary International Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation (AR 177/2009) is amended to
outline revised noise protection measures. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/17_Sep15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Reports


Public inquiry into anti-Alberta energy campaigns final report: key findings
This three-page fact sheet, posted on October 21, 2021, provides an overview of the key findings of
the final report for the public inquiry into anti-Alberta energy campaigns, which investigated the funding
being used by foreign special interest groups. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/public-inquiry-into-anti-alberta-energy-campaigns-report-overview
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ALBERTA Management resources 


• Municipal codes. Updated on October 25, 2021, the document lists current provincial codes pertaining to
the governing of municipalities in the province of Alberta. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2675453


• Information bulletin [oil] [2021]. Updated on October 25, 2021, the purpose of this Information
Bulletin is to notify industry regarding items such as proposed changes to legislation, regulations or operating
procedures with the intent of soliciting feedback; new programs or changes to existing programs, projects,
services, strategies or organizational structures; and industry participation in department initiatives.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/information-bulletin-oil


• Public Lands Administration Regulation (PLAR) Table A2. Updated on October 21, 2021,
tables A1 and A2 provide the acceptable purposes and activities that may occur on public land and information for
applying for new public land dispositions and applying to renew public land dispositions. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/public-lands-administration-regulation-plar-table-a2-alberta-energy-regulator-aer


• Five-year air quality and deposition monitoring, evaluation and reporting plan (2021-
2025). Posted on October 21, 2021, the Plan contains 37 Implementation Items aimed at achieving three key
outcomes including: (1) provide the data and information required to manage air quality and deposition within
environmental limits; (2) report air quality information in real-time to inform the public and emergency response
personnel about risk to human health; and (3) share technical information on monitoring methods, and address
current and emerging air quality and deposition issues.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/five-year-provincial-air-quality-deposition-mer-plan-2021-2025


Related item - Air quality model guideline [2021]. The guideline was updated on September 13, 2021, along with companion
documents listed below. Access: Air quality model guideline [2021] at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b4ed8dc9-3850-4e5f-a618-42b29c4ba2d4/download/aep-aqmg-air-quality-model-guideline-2021-09.pdf
Access “Clarification on the interpretation of air quality modelling results using typical emission scenarios (July 21, 2021)” at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b11bc708-c604-43db-90bb-0fc2e8ea7b67/download/aep-aqmg-2021-clarification-interpretation-air-quality-modelling-results.pdf


Access Guidance re: common Air Monitoring Directive questions at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0d063d9c-5291-4af6-8e0f-8ddd8f87a1fd/resource/42b701e4-90ae-4cb4-9fd9-646fbd09cad7/download/amd-guidance-common-questions.pdf


• Alberta industrial greenhouse gas compliance. Updated on October 18, 2021, the document
summarizes 2020 Compliance Results under the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER)
Regulation. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-industrial-greenhouse-gas-compliance


*
BRITISh COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 23, Forests Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. First Reading: October 20, 2021. Among
other things, the legislation amends information related to forest roads and permits.
Access at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 24, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2021. Second Reading: October 27,
2021. Among other things, the legislation adds a definition of "single-use product"; and clarifies that a
material, substance or object can still be "packaging" even if it is sold or distributed separately from
the commodity or product that it will protect, contain or transport. Section 22 (2) is amended to prohibit
or restrict the use, distribution, offer for sale or sale of packaging, product containers or single-use
products or any material used in packaging, product containers or single-use products.
Access at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


Background: The current act allows for packaging materials, such as plastic checkout bags and single-use polystyrene
foam takeout containers, to be regulated or banned. Following feedback from the public and local governments, the
changes will add the ability to regulate other products like plastic drinking straws, utensils and stir sticks. The plan will add
milk and milk-alternative containers to the deposit-refund system as of February 2022 and more single-use items to the
packaging part of the Recycling Regulation as of January 2023.
This furthers the Province’s actions launched in July 2021 to allow local governments to ban single-use plastics without
requiring ministerial approval. Access the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf
Access the CleanBC Plastics Action Plan at: https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics/
Access BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation
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BRITISh COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 21, the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2021. Third Reading: October
21, 2021. Among other things, amendments to the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) will provide the
Oil and Gas Commission with enabling powers to exempt oil and gas development permit holders
from requirements of the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation (DSR) and to impose conditions on the
exemptions. The DSR requires permit holders to clean up oil and gas well sites within prescribed time
periods. In addition, an amendment to the Safety Standards Act will enable the development of
regulations for the safety oversight of trampoline parks and other similar amusement devices. 
Access Bill 21 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 17, Protected Areas of British Columbia Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Third Reading
on October 7, 2021. The Bill revises the description, names and boundaries of a number of provincial
parks. Most provisions take effect on December 15, 2021. Access Bill 17 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


BRITISh COLUMBIA Compliance reminder


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass.
Access the Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISh COLUMBIA Gazette Notices and Orders in Council


September 7, 2021, The British Columbia Gazette, Part II
BC Reg. 226/2021 under the Oil and Gas Actvities Act specifies emergency response
training and notification requirements
The board of the Oil and Gas Commission has amended the Emergency Management Regulation, BC
Reg. 217/2017, as set out in the Schedule attached to the notice. Among other things, section 4 of the
Regulation is repealed and the following substituted:


“Training plan
4 A permit holder must develop a training plan that takes into account all of the elements referred to in clause
A.4.9.2 of Annex A of CSA Z246.2”.


Full-scale exercises are specified for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities and related processing facilities.
The amendment also covers a requirement for tabletop exercises and specifies hazard planning distances,
particularly in relation to hydrogen sulfide.
When an emergency occurs, a permit holder must do the following:
• immediately respond to the emergency in accordance with the permit holder's plan;
• notify local Indigenous nations as soon as possible, after the permit holder has taken any immediate actions


necessary (i) for public safety, or (ii) to minimize immediate environmental impacts; (c) notify the commission
within one hour of becoming aware of the incident. 


Access Notice at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n17_226-2021


Jewel Creek Protected Area established
On October 12, 2021, the Jewel Creek Protected Area was established, consisting of the land
described in the Schedule to Order in Council #560 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0560_2021


Blueberry River First Nations reach agreement on existing permits, restoration funding
Reminder: On October 7, 2021, Blueberry River First Nations and the Province announced that they
have reached an initial agreement to support healing the land while providing stability and certainty for
forestry and oil and gas permit holders in Blueberry’s traditional territory in the immediate term.
Access the Ministerial Order at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0405_2021
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BRITISh COLUMBIA Announcements


BC launches stronger climate plan 
On October 25, 2021, British Columbia launched the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 plan. The plan
includes a series of actions including:
• a commitment to increase the price on carbon pollution to meet or exceed the federal benchmark;
• requirements for new industry projects to have enforceable plans to reach BC’s legislated and sectoral


targets and net zero by 2050;
• stronger regulations that will nearly eliminate industrial methane emissions by 2035;
• a comprehensive review of the oil and gas royalty system to ensure it aligns with BC’s climate goals;
• new requirements to make all new buildings zero-carbon by 2030;
• a nation-leading adoption of zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) by 2030 and 100% ZEVs by 2035;
• developing new ZEV targets for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles;
• an accelerated shift toward active transportation and public transit;
• increased clean fuel and energy efficiency requirements; and
• support for innovation in areas like clean hydrogen and negative emissions technology.
Access the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 at: www.cleanbc.gov.bc.ca
Read more about B.C.’s comprehensive review of the oil and gas royalty system at:
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021EMLI0060-001927


EV owners can access more rebates for home, workplace charging
On October 26, 2021, BC announced that the Province’s CleanBC Go Electric EV Charger Rebate
Program is receiving $10 million as part of Budget 2021. Condominiums, apartments and workplaces
that purchase and install eligible EV chargers can receive a rebate up to 50% of costs to a maximum of
$2,000 per charger.  Access more about home and workplace EV charging station rebates, eligibility
and application processes, including the EV Ready program, at: https://goelectricbc.gov.bc.ca/
Access the suite of CleanBC Go Electric programming at: www.gov.bc.ca/zeroemissionvehicles


*
MANITOBA - Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The fall sitting of the third session of the 42nd legislature has concluded, having completed the final stages of
implementing Budget 2021, Premier and government house leader, Kelvin Goertzen, announced on October 14,
2021. The following is a list of recent environment-related legislation recently passed by the Manitoba legislature
and previously summarized in EHS Regulatory Alert:


• Bill 12:  the crown land dispositions act (various acts amended): 
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 28:  the water resources administration amendment act: 
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b028e.php


• Bill 29:  the reducing red tape and improving services act, 2020. Sections 20 and 22 to 24 in force as of
October 18, 2021. Sections 31 and 32 in force October 18, 2021:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b029e.php


Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


MANITOBA - Announcements


Province announces $1m for green projects through Conservation and Climate Fund
On October 15, 2021, the Government of Manitoba announced that it is awarding $1 million in grants
from the Conservation and Climate Fund to nine organizations for green projects throughout the
province. Access details at: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/ 


Manitoba allocates fund to support organic waste reduction and recycling
Reminder: On October 6, 2021, the Government of Manitoba announced that it is providing $8.7
million to municipalities, companies and organizations to fund organic waste reduction and support
recycling initiatives. More information on Manitoba's recycling and waste diversion programming is
available on the Conservation and Climate website at www.manitoba.ca/sd/wastewise.
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NEW BRUNSWICK -  Legislature
The Second Session of the Sixtieth Legislature will formally open on Tuesday, November 2, 2021 at 1 p.m.. 


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations
Carbon-pricing system for large emitters one step closer
Reminder: On October 8, 2021, the provincial government posted the proposed Reporting and Reduction
of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard to support its output-based pricing system for large emitters, for
public review and comment.
The New Brunswick output-based pricing system will drive incremental greenhouse gas reductions in the
province’s industrial and electricity generation sectors. Facilities that emit 50,000 tonnes or more of
greenhouse gas emissions annually will be required to participate in the system. Facilities that emit between
10,000 tonnes to 50,000 tonnes may voluntarily opt-in. Comments on the proposal can be sent to:
NBOBPS-STFRNB@gnb.ca. Comment deadline: November  5, 2021. 
Access the standard at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-Climatiques/the-reporting-and-reduction-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-standard.pdf


Related analysis - NB Greenhouse Gas (GhG) Emissions Reduction Regulation: 5 Key Obligations: The New
Brunswick Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulation establishes specific requirements for a carbon pricing
system intended to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Filed June 1, 2021, but deemed to have come into force January
1, 2021, the Act and Regulation are another example of the growing trend to mandated ESG requirements. This article, by
Lucia Westin of McInnes Cooper takes a look at the facilities to which the Regulation applies, the standards under it, and
the five key obligations it imposes. Access the article at:
https://www.mcinnescooper.com/publications/n-b-greenhouse-gas-ghg-emissions-reduction-regulation-5-key-obligations/?utm_source=campaign-monitor&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nb-ghg-reduction


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Reports


Report on muncipal drinking water quality released
On October 27, 2021, the provincial government posted a report summarizing historical data on drinking
water quality. The report, Drinking Water Quality in My Community, includes data from 70 New Brunswick
municipalities from 1994 to 2017. The report fulfils a commitment in A Water Strategy for New Brunswick
2018-2028. Access the report at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Water-Eau/drinking-water-in-my-community.pdf
Access the strategy at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/water/content/water_strategy.html


*
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  - Legislature
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on Monday, October 18, 2021.Access Assembly broadcast
channel and House of Assembly website at: www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Webcast/live_video_audio.aspx.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills 
A speech from the throne, delivered by Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, opened the first session of the 64th general
assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature on October 12, 2021. The government’s made-in-Nova Scotia solutions to
help grow the economy include introducing environmental legislation to adopt green measures, aggressive targets
and other solutions for climate-friendly, sustainable development. The speech from the throne is available at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/throne-speech


• Bill 57, the Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act. Introduced on October
27, 2021, this government Bill sets 28 new goals, including:
- 80 per cent of Nova Scotia’s energy to be supplied by renewable energy by 2030;
- 30 per cent of vehicle sales by 2030 to be zero-emission vehicles;
- at least 20 per cent of total land and water mass to be conserved;
- the environmental assessment process to be modernized to include consideration of cumulative 
impacts; Netukulimk (the traditional Mi’kmaq concept of connection and balance between the natural 
and human worlds); and


- reducing solid waste disposal rates to no more than 300 kilograms per person per year by 2030.
The Minister’s Round Table on the Environment and Sustainable Prosperity will carry out a review of
the legislation within five years. Access Act at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1/bill-57
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NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 24, Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act (amended). Passed Second Reading: October 21,
2021. This government Bill changes the number of members of the Nova Scotia Aquaculture Review
Board. Access Bill 24 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b024.htm 


• Bill 25, Extended Producer Responsibility and Paper and Packaging Act. First Reading:
October 25, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill directs the Government to develop and implement an
extended producer responsibility program that shifts the responsibility for end-of-life management of
products in the Province from municipalities to producers. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b025.htm


• Bill 28, Sustainable Forest Practices Accountability Act. First Reading: October 19, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill commits the  Minister to report annually on the progress made towards
implementing the recommendations contained in Professor William Lahey’s Independent Review of
Forest Practices in Nova Scotia report. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b028.htm
Track progress of these, and other Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1


NOVA SCOTIA - Consultations


Proposed Coastal Protection Act regulations
Nova Scotia is currently consulting on proposed Coastal Protection Act Regulations. The proposed
rules set out the coastal protection zone and what requirements must be met to build within the zone.
Access an overview of the proposed Coastal Protection Act Regulations at:
https://novascotia.ca/coast/docs/part-1-Overview-of-proposed-Coastal-Protection-Act-Regulations.pdf
email feedback to: coastal@novascotia.ca


NOVA SCOTIA - Reports


Protected on Paper Only: An Evaluation of Nova Scotia's Legal Obligations under the
Endangered Species Act
On October 19, 2021, East Coast Environmental Law released a new update to its report Protected on
Paper Only: An Evaluation of Nova Scotia's Legal Obligations under the Endangered Species Act. The
analysis shows that the Government of Nova Scotia has met the ESA's fundamental requirements for
just 24 of the 63 species that are listed as endangered, threatened or vulnerable under the Act.
Access the report at:
https://www.ecelaw.ca/images/BiodiversityProjectPage/NS_Protected_on_Paper_Only_2021_Update_Final_and_Complete_15_October_2021.pdf


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
The second session of the 42nd Parliament was opened by the Speech from the Throne on October 4, 2021.
Access speech at: https://news.ontario.ca/en/speech/1000920/protecting-ontarios-progress


• Bill 32, Carbon Budget Accountability Act, 2021. First Reading: October 26, 2021. The Act
requires the Premier and the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks to ensure that
Ontario’s total net emissions of greenhouse gases do not exceed the specified carbon budget.
Access Bill 32 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b032_e.pdf


• Bill 13, Red Tape Reduction Bill, the Supporting People and Business Act. Second Reading:
October 28, 2021; and referred to Committee. It is claimed that Parts of the omnibus bill - which would
affect about 15 provincial ministries and 32 existing Acts - remove or weaken laws that exist to protect
the environment. Among other things, Bill 13 amendments would give the government greater control
over the type of environmental assessment a project requires. In addition, some critics suggest that the
government’s proposal to allow tire producers to conduct internal audits, instead of third-party ones, of
how many tires they supply in Ontario might encourage under-reporting and therefore serve to
undermine Ontario’s Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act. Access Bill 13 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b013_e.pdf
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 5,  An Act respecting York Region Wastewater. This government Bill received Second
Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill suspends the Minister’s decision-making on the Upper York
Sewage Solutions Undertaking and prohibits all actions by the Regional Municipality of York related to
that undertaking. The government has established an Advisory Panel to provide advice on options to
address wastewater servicing capacity needs in York Region. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b005_e.pdf


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: October 22, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: November 6, 2021
O. Reg. 729/21: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standards
The regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021 under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, support a transition from the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions
performance standards (EPS) program, which applies the new obligations and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions performance standards for Ontario industry beginning on January 1, 2022.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21729
Access related ERO Notice (page 10 of this issue) at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standards: Quantification and Verification
Regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021 under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, set out duties to calculate, quantify, verify and report greenhouse gas emissions from facilities
covered under the province’s EPS (see O.Reg.729 above). The regulation, now in force, can be
accessed at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21730
October 23, 2021, The Ontario Gazette:  
O. Reg. 697/21: Rules for the Bradford Bypass Project Environmental Assessment
Among other things, the government exempts the Bradford Bypass project from duplicative
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act by way of a regulation. 
Access related ERO Notice (# 019-1883) at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1883
Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21697
October 16, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
The following are a selection of regulations related to changes in programs and services to be administered
by conservation authorities under a transition to cost-apportioning agreements with participating
municipalities. For full details, consult the series of regulations posted under the Conservation Authorities Act
in the October 16, 2021 edition of the Ontario Gazette. Access a current critique of the government’s
conservation area plans and related Minister’s Zoning Orders (MZOs) at: 
https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/government/2021/09/advocates-say-mzos-not-only-way-to-expedite-projects?ct=t(DCN_2021_09/22)&mc_cid=bb1627c8c7&mc_eid=3cff3685b3


O. Reg. 686/21: Mandatory Programs and Services under the Conservation Authorities Act 
Among other things, the Regulation specifies that an authority shall provide the programs and services
(set out in sections 2 to 8) related to the following types of natural hazards: dynamic beach hazard;
erosion hazard; flooding hazard; hazardous lands; hazardous sites; and low water or drought
conditions. Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21686
O. Reg.  687/21: Transition Plans and Agreements for Programs and Services under
Section 21.2.2 of the Conservation Authorities Act 
Among other things, every authority shall, on or before December 31, 2021:
• develop a transition plan that includes a timeline for the authority to meet the requirements for the first


and second phases of the transition period, as set out in this Regulation;
• send a copy of the transition plan to each participating municipality in the authority’s area of


jurisdiction and to the Ministry; and
• publish a copy of the transition plan on the authority’s website or make the transition plan available to


the public by such other means as the authority considers advisable.
Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21687


October 16, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
O. Reg. 688/21: Rules of conduct in conservation areas address snowmobiles
Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21688
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ONTARIO Consultations


Provide feedback on RPRA's proposed 2022 fees for new excess soils registry  
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed
2022 Registry fees for excess soil. Stakeholders are invited to submit their feedback by email via
Consultations@rpra.ca by November 12, 2021. Direct questions related to the Excess Soil Regulation
to the ministry at: MECP.LandPolicy@ontario.ca
Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of the
Registry. Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 


Related resources: 
• Qualified Persons Community of Ontario launches sub-committees. QPCO has now launched sub-     
committees around excess soils, RSCs, and risk assessment. Join the community at: https://qpco.ca


• A new Canadian Urban Institute tool provides examples of by-law language and guidance for municipalities 
to use in creating or updating key sections of these by-laws. Access at: https://www.excesssoils.com


• The Protocol for Analytical Methods Used in the Assessment of Properties under Part XV.1 of the 
Environmental Protection Act, incorporated in Ontario Regulation 153/04 Records of Site Condition, provides 
specific requirements for laboratory sample submission, analysis and data reporting.  Access at:


https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/1006/3-6-12-protocol-for-analytical-methods-en.pdf


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Amendments to exempt low risk sewage works from requiring an Environmental
Compliance Approval
# 019-4456; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 25, 2021; Comment deadline: Dec. 9, 2021
The province is proposing regulatory changes under the Ontario Water Resources Act to exempt certain
low risk sewage works from requiring an Environmental Compliance Approval. Among other things, the
proposed changes would remove the requirement to obtain an ECA for: low impact development works
located on single private residences; foundation drainage works; ultraviolet treatment to control zebra and
quagga mussels in water pipes; and construction site dewatering.
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
# 019-0417; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 26, 2021
The Ministry has approved the updated Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and
Conservation Reserves. Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0417


• Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act
# 019-2986; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 7, 2021. 
The Ministry gives notice that new regulations have been finalized (see page 9 of this issue of EHS RA) to
focus conservation authorities on their core mandate by prescribing mandatory programs and services they
must provide. These regulations are listed in EHS RA in the Ontario Gazette Notices section. Access notice
and links to supporting materials at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986 


• Amendments to support transition and implementation of Ontario’s Emissions
Performance Standards program
# 019-3719; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 22, 2021
The Ministry notes that it has made regulatory amendments to support a smooth transition from the federal
output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions performance standards (EPS) program which
applies the new obligations and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions performance standards for Ontario
industry beginning on January 1, 2022.  For example, these changes will:
- provide a grace period for compliance obligations for most new facilities;
- align the performance standard for the electricity sector with the federal output-based standard to avoid 
unnecessary administrative costs and maintain stability in the electricity market; and


- clarify the application of the cogeneration standard. 
Access ERO Notice # 019-3719 at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Amendment to the Development Charges Act, 1997 to extend the 10-year planned
level of service to 20 years for the Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE)
# 21-MMAH028; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to extend the time horizon for the planned level of service for the YNSE from 10
to 20 years. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


• Clarifying the authority to change the classes of projects to which a class
environmental assessment process applies
# 019-4189; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 21, 2021. 
The government is proposing an amendment to the Environmental Assessment Act to clarify that the
Minister’s authority includes changing the classes (or types) of projects to which a Class EA applies.
According to the government, the amendment will support a smooth transition to a modernized EA program
by clarifying that the authority to amend a Class EA and a Class EA approval includes changing the
classes of projects that can follow a Class EA. Access the Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4189


• Improving the graduated regulatory approach to mine closure: A proposal to review
requirements for low-impact mining projects
# 019-4445; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. 
Comment deadline: December 6, 2021. 
Reminder: The government is proposing to update aspects of the regulatory framework for mineral
development in Ontario for activities that have been identified as having a lower potential for environmental
impact. Access the ERO Notice and supporting document “Improving the graduated regulatory approach to
mine closure.docx” at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4445


• Establishing a public registry for mining and exploratory licences information
# 019-4442; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) 
on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021. 
The Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) is proposing to
amend the Mining Act to establish a public registry for mining and exploratory licences of occupation. The
registry would be accessible through the Mining Lands Administrative System (MLAS) allowing easier
access to ministry information. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4442 


• A Graduated Approach to Closure Planning - Regulation Name Change
# 21-ENDM023; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry  on October 7, 2021.
Comment deadline: November 21, 2021
The ministry proposes to change the name of O. Reg. 240/00 to include a reference to advanced
exploration closure plans and strengthen the graduated approach to advanced exploration and mine
production closure planning. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39192


• Recovery of Minerals (from abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds)
# 019-4452; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: November 21, 2021
The ministry is proposing amendments to the Mining Act to support the recovery of minerals at current
operating, closed or abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds in Ontario through reprocessing of minerals,
including critical minerals.
Under the current Mining Act, a person cannot conduct extraction or reprocessing activities of tailings and
mine waste for the purpose of sale, without filing a mine production closure plan covering all mine hazards
on the site (beyond just the mine waste). Access ERO posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39195


• Proposal to amend the Public Lands Act to support red tape reduction
# 21-MNRF021; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021
Notable changes would provide a greater ability to make public lands available for economic and resource-
based development opportunities, particularly in the North. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=38807
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed Additional Delegation of Planning Decisions
# 21-MMAH025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
Changes are being proposed to the Planning Act, Municipal Act, 2001 and City of Toronto Act, 2006 that
would provide municipalities with discretionary authority to delegate additional decisions to committees of
council or municipal staff for minor amendments to zoning by-laws. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39089


Access ERO listing at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4419


• Proposed amendments to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to Reduce Red-Tape 
# 21-MNRF024; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021
The NDMNRF is proposing changes to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to allow the Ministry to develop
new authorizations and regulations for the harvesting of Crown forest resources for personal, non-
commercial use. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39067


• Proposed amendments to the Professional Foresters Act
# 21-MNRF025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry (NDMNRF) on October 7,
2021. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021
Proposed changes to the Professional Foresters Act will improve the delivery of professional forestry in
Ontario by better defining the scope of practice of professional forestry. Access Regulatory Register listing
at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


• Administrative Penalties Regulation made under the Resource Recovery and Circular
Economy Act, 2016
# 019-0045; proposal updated by the Ministry of Transportation on October 5, 2021. Comment deadline: November 19, 2021
Reminder: The proposed administrative penalties regulation establishes a procedure for the Resource
Productivity and Recovery Authority to issue an order to pay an administrative penalty for non-compliance
with provisions in five regulations listed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0045. 


• Automated Vehicles Pilot Project
# 019-4400; posted by the Ministry of Transportation on September 29, 2021. Comment deadline: November 13, 2021
Reminder: The Ministry of Transportation is soliciting comment on proposed amendments to the O.Reg.
306/15: Pilot Project. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4400


• Amendments to Ontario Regulation 242/08 (General Regulation – Endangered Species Act,
2007) relating to upcoming changes to the Species at Risk in Ontario List
# 019-4280; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 7, 2021
Reminder: This proposed change supports proponents in undertaking actions that are beneficial for
species at risk more quickly, as they allow certain activities to proceed without the need to obtain an ESA
permit, while still maintaining protections for species at risk. 
Proponents conducting activities that are eligible for conditional exemptions would continue to need to
register their activity with the ministry (where required); and be required to minimize adverse effects to the
species and complete required monitoring and reporting requirements as applicable. Access the ERO
posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4280


• Minister’s Order for temporary suspension of protection upon the listing of Black Ash
under the Endangered Species Act
# 019-4278; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on September 23, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 7, 2021
Reminder: The Ministry is proposing a Minister’s regulation to temporarily pause the protections for Black
Ash under the Endangered Species Act, for two years from the time it is added to the Species at Risk in
Ontario List regulation. This would allow time to develop an approach to support Black Ash protection and
recovery that considers social and economic impacts.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4278


*
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Announcements


Province releases Climate Change Risk Assessment  
On October 27, 2021, Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Action, Steven Myers released
the recent Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA). Coastal erosion poses the greatest level of risk
to PEI by 2050, according to the CCRA report. Access the report at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/climate-change-risks


New program will be in place in the province to collect and recycle agricultural plastics  
On September 10, 2021, the province announced that Prince Edward Island will be the first province
in the Atlantic region with a regulated extended producer-responsibility program (EPR) for agricultural
plastics. The program is expected to begin in the winter of 2022. For more information, visit:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/environment-energy-and-climate-action


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The François Legault government launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021, setting the stage for the
government's next election campaign.  


Government Bills
• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement certain
measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission vehicles.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 23, An Act respecting the names and responsibilities of certain ministers and
government departments and to enact the Act respecting the Ministère des Forêts, de la
Faune et des Parcs. Reinstated during the 42nd Legislature, 2nd Session on October 20, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-23-42-1.html


Private Member’s Bills
• Bill 396, An Act for better air quality. Introduced and voted on: October 28, 2021. Among other


things, the Bill creates the office of Air Quality Auditor whose functions are to evaluate the
effectiveness of applicable air quality standards in ensuring the protection of human health, taking into
account, in particular, the cumulative effect of pollutants. Access Bill 396 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-396-42-2.html


• Bill 391, An Act to amend the Environment Quality Act in order to assert the primacy
of Québec's jurisdiction in this area. Reinstated during the 42nd Legislature, 2nd Session on
October 20, 2021. 
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-391-42-1.html


• Bill 199, An Act to amend the Environment Quality Act to establish a right of citizen
initiative in environmental matters and reinforce the powers and independence of the
Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’environnement. Reinstated on October 20, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-199-42-1.html


• Bill 194, An Act to ensure compliance with Québec's climate change-related
obligations. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-194-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Corrections to the French text and the English text of the Regulation respecting
halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits 
See the October 15 issue of EHS Regulatory Alert for details. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105309.pdf


Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the recovery and reclamation of
products by enterprises 
Reminder: This amendment, under the Environment Quality Act, attempts to clarify rules governing
the province’s recycling and extended producer responsibility system.
Among other things, the draft Regulation provides, in particular, for the introduction of eco-design and
circular economy objectives that, if attained, will reduce the required minimum recovery rate.
In addition, the draft Regulation adds three new categories of products to the Regulation respecting
the recovery and reclamation of products by enterprises: agricultural products [p.4559]; pressurized
fuel containers [p.4562]; and pharmaceutical products [p.4563]; and adds new subcategories of
products.
Finally, the draft Regulation makes the necessary adjustments regarding monetary administrative
penalties as well as certain transitional provisions and certain necessary technical adjustments.
Access the full text of the Regulation in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105312.pdf


October 6, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils 
Reminder: The purpose of this Regulation is to prescribe the fees payable to cover the costs of the
implementation of traceability measures to ensure that excavated contaminated soils are discharged in
a site where they may be received. Implementation will take place in three phases: 
• The first phase starts on November 1, 2021, and will run until December 31, 2021: when the two


regulations will apply to the transportation of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 5,000 metric
tonnes, excavated in connection with work having begun on or after November 1, 2021.


• The second phase will begin on January 1, 2022, and the two regulations will then apply (with some
exceptions) to the transportation of a quantity of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 1,000
metric tonnes.


• The final phase, which will begin on January 1, 2023, provides that the two regulations will apply to all
transportation of excavated contaminated soils carried out on that date or thereafter.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105296.pdf
Access related legal analysis by Mélissa Devost; Norton Rose Fulbright LLP; at: 
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/880f0f60/traceability-of-excavated-contaminated-soils-phased-implementation-of-regulatory-requirements


*
SASKATChEWAN - Legislature
A new session of the Saskatchewan Legislature began on October 27, 2021. In the Throne Speech, the government said it will, among
other things, launch a new ‘Sustainable Saskatchewan’ brand that will promote the high quality and environmental sustainability of
products produced in Saskatchewan. No other environment-related initiatives were featured in the speech.


SASKATChEWAN - Reports


2020-21 Solid Waste Management Strategy Annual Report released
On October 18, 2021,  the SK Government released its Solid Waste Management Strategy annual report for
2020-21. The strategy outlines goals for the province's solid waste management system over the next 20 years.
Examples of accomplishments for 2020-21 include: the development of two province-wide waste programs for
consumer batteries and core household hazardous waste that help divert materials from landfills; and the
establishment of a new Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee. Access the 2020-21 annual report and
other components of the province's Solid Waste Management Strategy at: www.saskatchewan.ca.
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SASKATChEWAN - Gazette Notices


October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
The Petroleum Innovation Incentive (helium Projects) Amendment Regulations, 2021
The amendments strike out “oil and gas” and substitute “oil, gas or helium” in a number of provisions.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


Related analysis - Regulatory Changes To Saskatchewan Pipeline Development And Energy Industry Incentive Programs by
Vivek Warrier, Keeley Cameron and Connor Wilson; Bennett Jones LLP. “Saskatchewan has recently implemented a number of
regulatory changes to assist energy projects. These changes further expand and refine the Ministry of Energy and Resources 2019
Petroleum Innovation Incentive Program (PIIP or SPII) and the 2020 Oil Infrastructure Investment Program (OIIP). Additionally, the
programs now go beyond oil and gas to include carbon dioxide projects and helium projects”. Access full text of article at:
https://www.bennettjones.com/Blogs-Section/Regulatory-Changes-to-Saskatchewan-Pipeline-Development-and-Energy-Industry-Incentive-Programs


October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Reclaimed Industrial Sites Amendment Regulations, 2021 address financial arrangements with
respect to transfers of ‘a portion of a closed site’
Among other things, the amendments cover the case of a transfer of a portion of a closed site to a responsible
person with respect to moneys held on account in the Institutional Control Monitoring and Maintenance Fund.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


*
ThE TERRITORIES  


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on October 14, 2021.


• Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Boards release updated guidance docs
The Land and Water Boards of the Mackenzie Valley recently released Guide to the Land Use Permitting Process
and Guide to the Water Licensing Process. Both documents and various forms can be accessed at:
https://mvlwb.com/lwbsrelease-updated-guidance-documents.


Nunavut 
The Legislative Assembly was dissolved on September 19, 2021. A general election was held on October 25, 2021.


*


Energy and environment
INTERNATIONAL Announcements


60+ countries now ready to sign Global Methane Pledge
On October 28, 2021, European Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, reported that 60 countries, including
those in the EU, have now signed on to the Global Methane Pledge, which aims to reduce global methane
emissions by 30 percent below 2020 levels by 2030 and which will be formally announced at COP 26 in Glasgow,
Scotland. Canada announced its support for the pledge on October 11, 2021.


FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator


Indigenous Advisory Committee releases its Three-Year Work Plan, 2021–2024
Reminder: On October 12, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator’s Indigenous Advisory Committee
(IAC) released its Three-Year Work Plan, 2021–2024. Access at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/who-we-are-what-we-do/organization-structure/indigenous-advisory-committee/indigenous-advisory-committee-iac-three-year-work-plan/index.html
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FEDERAL Announcements


Leaders of Canada's electricity sector announce new alliance to help meet Canada's
net-zero emissions targets
On October 18, 2021, six associations representing the leading suppliers of electricity to consumers
and markets in Canada announced the creation of Electricity Alliance Canada (EAC), a coalition
promoting the power of electrification to lead the way to a sustainable energy future.
The founding members are the Canadian Electricity Association, the Canadian Nuclear Association, the
Canadian Renewable Energy Association, Electricity Human Resources Canada, Marine Renewables
Canada, and WaterPower Canada.
Electricity Alliance Canada's mandate is to enable, promote and advocate for the increased use of
electricity throughout the Canadian economy to help achieve Canada's net-zero emissions target.
Access EAC website at: https://electricityalliance.ca/


*
ALBERTA Legislature
• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Passed


First Reading on October 28, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities recoup unpaid
oil and gas property taxes, which, according to Rural Municipalities Alberta, now total $245 million.
Access Bill 77 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-077.pdf.


ALBERTA AEP announcements


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to March 31, 2022
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for
grant period #4 under the province’s Site Rehabilitation Program has again been extended to March 31,
2022. The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and
oil and gas site closure and reclamation work.  Access details at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) bulletins


• News release 2021-10-21 AER lays charges against Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure Ltd.
On October 21, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it has laid charges against
Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure Ltd. for a release of acidic water that flowed into a nearby creek.
The release occurred in October 2019 at Tidewater's Ram River sour gas processing plant near Rocky
Mountain House.
The 10 charges, which fall under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, are related to:
- releasing a substance to the environment that caused or may have caused an adverse effect;
- failing to report the release of the substance as soon as possible;
- failing to take all reasonable measures to repair, remedy, and confine the effects of the substance; and
- contravening approval conditions.
Tidewater’s first court appearance will be on December 8, 2021. Access AER news release at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-10-21


• Bulletin 2021-42 New contamination management manual
On October 27, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Manual 021: Contamination
Management. The purpose of this manual is to assist industry in understanding the regulatory requirements
and expectations for remediating contamination related to oil and gas, in situ, and pipeline activities
regulated by the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER). The manual does not introduce any new requirements; it
follows the requirements of the Remediation Regulation released under the Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act and includes an overview of key concepts and the remedial measures process to support
the management and closure of contaminated sites.  


• Bulletin 2021-41 New functionality moving to OneStop
Effective November 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) will release new functionality to the
OneStop platform when licensees will have the ability to submit directional survey data through OneStop. 
A new quick reference guide (QRG) will be posted on the OneStop landing page to support directional
surveys at: https://www1.aer.ca/onestop/help.html
Access bulletin at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-41
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BRITISh COLUMBIA Compliance reminders


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass. Access the Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISh COLUMBIA Consultations


Province launches comprehensive royalty review
Reminder: On October 7, 2021, the Province announced it is launching a comprehensive review of
BC’s oil and gas royalty system to ensure it is aligned with the government’s climate goals. The
outcomes of the review will be released in February 2022. Access more about the Province’s Royalty
Review at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/royaltyreview 


BRITISh COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins 


(INDB 2021-05) Commission announces vaccination requirement for contractors
Reminder: On October 12, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) will require proof of
COVID-19 vaccination from all employees and contractors, both office and field-based, in the next three
months: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-announces-vaccination-requirement-for-staff-and-contractors-ib-2021-05/


(INDB 2021-28) Province and Blueberry River First Nations are working together on a
path forward in the Claim Area
Reminder: On October 7, 2021, the BC OGC announced it is involved in working on a path forward
with Blueberry River First Nations to resolve claims. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/b-c-blueberry-river-first-nations-reach-agreement-on-existing-permits-restoration-funding-indb-2021-28/


(INDB 2021-27) Emergency Management Reg. sets new rules for pipelines and facilities
Reminder: On September 29, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that amendments to the Emergency
Management Regulation (EMR) - summarized in the October 15 edition of EHS Regulatory Alerts - are
now in effect. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/emergency-management-regulation-amendments-indb-2021-27/


*
ATLANTIC CANADA -  Reports


Marine Renewables Canada launches “Our Current Future” initiative
On October 28, 2021, Marine Renewables Canada launched “Our Current Future,” an initiative aimed
at providing education about renewable energy from tides and rivers. The ‘Our Current Future’
initiative includes a microsite with facts and links to information about tidal and river energy, as well as
a newsletter that will allow subscribers to stay up to date on tidal and river energy research,
technology, and projects. The microsite can be viewed at www.ourcurrentfuture.ca
Marine Renewables Canada is the country’s tidal, offshore wind, wave and river current energy
association representing technology and project developers, utilities, researchers, and the energy and
marine supply chain. Access website at: www.marinerenewables.ca


Atlantica Centre for Energy report calls energy regulatory reform imperative 
Reminder: In a discussion paper, posted in September, 2021, Stephen MacMackin, Chair, Atlantica
Centre for Energy says that it is clear that outdated government policies and regulations - especially in
Atlantic Canada - loom as significant obstacles to progress to Canada achieving its net zero ambitions.
“In moving forward, we need an agile regulatory environment – one that is progressive, responsive and
modernized”. Access the discussion paper at: 
http://www.atlanticaenergy.org/uploads/file/publications/Atlantica%20Discussion%20Paper%20-%20Energy%20Regulatory%20Reform%20Sept%2024%202021-FINAL.pdf


More information about the Atlantica Centre is available at: www.atlanticaenergy.org.
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Standards, codes and guidelines
Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Standards


• ESG/Sustainability Reporting: New Oil And Gas GRI Sector Standard released
GRI published its first GRI Sector Standard GRI 11: Oil and Gas Sector 2021 (GRI 11) on October 5, 2021. 
GRI 11 applies to upstream, midstream and downstream oil and gas organizations who engage in any of the
following: exploration and production of oil and gas; supply of equipment and services to oil fields such as drilling,
exploration, seismic information services, etc.; transportation and storage of oil and gas (e.g. pipeline operators);
and refining of oil into petroleum products for use as fuels and as feedstocks for chemicals.
Access standard at: https://www.globalreporting.org/how-to-use-the-gri-standards/resource-center/?g=7d788b83-7a27-4231-91bf-267856e9bd9e&id=12336


NFPA  standards


• NFPA debuts three-part NFPA 652 Combustible Dusts online training series
Reminder: On October 1, 2021, the US-based National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) released
a new online training program centered around combustible dust. 
Access NFPA 652, Standard on the Fundamentals of Combustible Dust (2019) at:
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=652
Access NFPA release on training courses at: 
https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Publications-and-media/Press-Room/News-releases/2021/NFPA-debuts-three-part-NFPA-652-Combustible-Dust-Online-Training-Series-that-delves-into-safety


CSA standards 
• New and revised standards address mining equipment and health and safety in mines
CSA recently published a series of standards related to mining equipment and occupational health and safety in
mines. The following are available for review, closing November 20, 2021:
• M424.0 - M424.0 - Underground Mining Mobile Equipment – General requirements. This standard is a 
product family standard and covers general requirements only. For each kind of underground mining mobile 
equipment (below) the product standard is composed by this standard and the relevant specific standard.
• M424.1 - M424.1 - Flameproof non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in gassy underground 
coal mines;
• M424.2 - M424.2 - Non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in non-gassy underground mines;
• M424.3 - M424.3 - Braking Performance - Rubber-Tired, Self-Propelled Underground Mining Machines;
In addition, the following new standard is available for review until December 7, 2021:
• M424.4 - M424.4 - Non-rail-bound, self-propelled, electrically-driven mobile machines for use in non-
gassy underground mines (New Standard)
Details of these standards can be accessed via: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/010


CSA standards update - Nuclear energy
• N288.0 - Requirements for Environmental Management for Nuclear Facilities. Contact: Jon


Lee at jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 14, 2021. Access a review draft of the
standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4341


• N288.6 - Environmental risk assessments at nuclear facilities. Contact: Jon Lee:
jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 26, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard
(free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4344


Reminder: The following nuclear energy related standards were recently listed in the Energy section of CSA’s public review pages
at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/004?pageNum=1&pageSize=20&sort=expiryDate&ascending=True
• N292.7 - Deep geological disposal of radioactive waste and irradiated fuel (New Standard).
• N292.7 - Disposal in deep geological formations of radioactive waste and spent fuel (New standard).
• N289.4 - Testing procedures for seismic qualification of nuclear power plant structures and systems, (New).
• N289.4 - Seismic qualification test procedures for structures, systems and components of nuclear power plants (New edition).
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CSA standards update - Fuels storage and handling


• B836 - Storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels at aerodromes
This Standard specifies requirements for the protection of property and the environment associated with the
storage, handling, and dispensing of aviation fuels. Contact: Colin Moorhouse: colin.moorhouse@csagroup;
Review closing date: November 14, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4338


• Z276 - LNG - Production, storage, and handling (New) 
On October 1, 2021, the CSA released a draft 2022 edition of CSAZ276. The public review period will close
on November 30, 2021. Access details at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4358.


TDG standards 


• TDG Directorate consulting on aerosol containers and gas cartridges
The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Directorate recently launched a 60-day consultation on
Safety standard CAN/CGSB-43.123. The standard sets out the requirements for designing,
manufacturing, testing, selecting and using aerosol containers and gas cartridges. The consultation
closes on December 16, 2021. Access consultation webpage at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/aerosol-containers-gas-cartridges-transport-dangerous-goods-can-cgsb-43123


*


Workplace environment 
health and safety 
INTERNATIONAL
UN posts latest edition of Globally harmonized System of Classification and Labelling
of Chemicals (GhS Rev. 9, 2021)
Reminder: On September 14, 2021, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
posted a revised ninth issue of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals. Amendments to the previous (eighth) edition of the GHS include:
• the revision of chapter 2.1 (explosives) to better address their explosion hazard when they are not in


their transport configuration;
• the revision of decision logics;
• the revision of the classification and labelling summary tables in Annex 1;
• the revision and further rationalization of precautionary statements; and
• the updating of references to OECD test guidelines for the testing of chemicals in annexes 9 and 10.
The electronic version of GHS Revision 9, 2021, is available for free for consultation purposes at:
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/GHS_Rev9E_0.pdf


Background: Canada adopted GHS in February 2015 by amending the federal Hazardous Product Act
(HPA) and the publication of a new regulation titled Hazardous Products Regulations (HPR) under the HPA
which is commonly referred to as the federal Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System 2015
(WHMIS 2015) legislation. Provincial and territorial jurisdictions also updated their related legislation.  
WHMIS 2015 regulatory updates can be monitored by checking:
• Canada’s National WHMIS Portal (www.whmis.org)
• WHMIS News – Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System – Health Canada:


https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/occupational-health-safety/workplace-hazardous-materials-information-system/whmis-news.html


• Forward Regulatory Plan 2021-2023: Regulations Amending the Hazardous Products Regulations 
(GHS, Seventh Revised Edition) and Order Amending Schedule 2 to the Hazardous Products Act:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/corporate/about-health-canada/legislation-guidelines/acts-regulations/forward-regulatory-plan/plan/amendments-hazardous-products-regulations.html
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FEDERAL Legislature
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for November 22, 2021


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Permanent Offshore Occupational health and Safety Regulations for East Coast expected prior
to December 31, 2021
Reminder: Interim Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act this summer - expire on
December 31, 2021 - at which time the government is expected to implement permanent regulations. 
Access the Interim Regulations in the July 24, 2021 edition of Canada Gazette Part I,  at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


October 30, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 42
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
It replaces Order No.41, gazetted on October 16, 2021.
Access Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-10-30/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


October 16, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel - recap
• Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Prohibition of Entry into Canada from any Country Other than the United States): This Order 
will be in effect until November 21, 2021.
Access at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States). This Order continues to prohibit foreign nationals from entering
Canada from the United States if they fail to meet the pre-arrival testing obligations. This Order
expires on November 21, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations). The Order maintains all requirements for all unvaccinated travellers to have a negative
COVID-19 molecular test result before entering Canada (or proof of prior infection), to undergo testing
when entering and once again later in the 14-day post-entry period, and to quarantine upon entry to
Canada, subject to limited exceptions. The Order expires on November 21, 2021. Access Gazette
Notice at:  https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-09-25/html/order-decret-eng.html#db2


FEDERAL Management resources 


Weekly summary of COVID-19 and re-opening requirements across Canada 
“2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada” is a concise tracking sheet,
updated weekly by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS). The
resource summarizes the status of business and community restoration plans across all
Canadian jurisdictions and documents the local state of emergency orders and what phase of
recovery each jurisdiction is in. 
Additionally the tracking sheet covers what kinds of gatherings are permitted, various travel
restrictions across the country as well as linking health and safety guidance provided for
businesses as people return to serving the public. This tracker is regularly updated to provide
current information as the situation across Canada changes.
Also listed is the selected information that concerns Occupational Health and Safety of
workplaces during the COVID-19 pandemic across the federal, provincial and territorial
jurisdictions.
Access 2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada at:
http://ccinfoweb2.ccohs.ca/legislation/documents/notes/oshleg/2020_COVID-19_Re-opening_Tracker.pdf 
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FEDERAL Management resources 


TDG ‘Regulatory Sandbox’ on Electronic Shipping Documents
Transport Canada is currently testing the use of electronic shipping documents for dangerous
goods transport until 2022. Under the pilot program, selected companies are authorized, under
specific conditions, to use electronic shipping documents for testing within their systems.
First responders and inspectors are evaluating the use of electronic shipping documents in
various ways, such as emergency simulations. To find out more, or to participate in the project,
contact Transport Canada at: TDGEShipping-ExpeditionETMD@tc.gc.ca


Background: Under the terms of Canada’s Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service Regulations, as of June 12, 2021,
all commercial trucks operating in Canada (including US trucking carriers that operate across the border) must be equipped
with an electronic logging device certified by an approved third party testing entity.


health and Safety Metrics Guide
The guide, revised in September and posted on October 21, 2021 by Energy Safety Canada,
provides a framework for recording and calculating occupational health and safety metrics for
the Canadian energy industry. The scope of this guide covers:
• Identification of recordable injuries and illnesses.
• Identification of contractors' eligibility for reporting.
• Calculation for exposure hours.
• Identification of recordable medical aid and first aid.
Access the guide at: 
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Resource/Guidelines-Reports/Health-and-Safety-Metric-Guide


*


ALBERTA  Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 25, 2021.


OhS Act And OhS Code changes take effect December 1, 2021
Long-delayed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Act and revised regulations first
set out in Bill 47, take effect on December 1, 2021. Key changes are as follows:


• health and Safety Committees and representatives on sites with multiple employers: Among
other things: Health and safety committees and representatives will no longer be mandatory on work
sites with multiple employers and a prime contractor. Prime contractors will be required to coordinate
health and safety issues between workers and employers. Prime contractors must also designate a
person to ensure cooperation between employers and workers occurs.


• Calculating the number of workers for health and safety committee/representative purposes:
The new calculation is based on the number of workers “regularly employed.” The new method more
accurately depicts worker numbers in normal conditions. The new method also excludes volunteers
and those not being financially compensated from the calculation.
The requirements of 20 or more workers for a committee and five to 19 workers for a representative
remain the same.


• Technical rules for health and safety committees and representatives: Technical requirements
and rules for the committees and representatives move from the act to the OHS Code.


• Training requirements for health and safety committee members and representatives: Training
requirements have been expanded to include committee members as well as committee co-chairs and
representatives (except for farms and ranches). There is no longer a requirement for government-
approved training courses or training providers.


• health and safety program requirements: Employers with 20 or more regularly employed workers
are still required to have a written health and safety program but the new OHS Act removes mandatory
elements for programs.


• Potentially serious injury reporting: The new act clearly defines potentially serious incidents and
the requirements for reporting them. Information from potentially serious incident reports will be used
for information and education.
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OHS Act And OHS Code changes (continued from previous page)


• Disciplinary action complaints: Where a collective agreement exists, complaints are addressed
through the agreement’s grievance process rather than filing a complaint with Occupational Health
and Safety. OHS officers have the authority to dismiss complaints with questionable merit before
starting an investigation. A worker can ask an OHS director to review the officer’s decision.
There is a 180-day time limit from the date of the alleged disciplinary action to file a complaint.


• Dangerous work refusals: Workers still have the right to refuse dangerous work without reprisals.
The new OHS Act clearly defines an “undue hazard” that poses a serious and immediate danger to
the worker or others on the work site and that refusals are appropriate in those circumstances.


• Adding radiation protection laws to the OhS Act: The current Radiation Protection Act and its
regulations are incorporated into the OHS Act and OHS Code.


• Acceptances, allowances and approvals: An acceptance enables a worksite party to take an
alternative approach to a requirement in the OHS Code. Other OHS provisions allow or require
persons to obtain an approval in certain circumstances. Allowances are added to provide flexibility
when it is clear that requirements lag behind advances in technology and processes.


• Prime contractors: Prime contractors may be established on any multi-employer site, not just oil and
gas or construction sites.


• Work site party names: Self-employed people are now considered employers and have the same
obligations for health and safety. Contractors are renamed “contracting employers.”


• Mining and mine sites: Specific mining provisions are moved to the OHS Code from the OHS Act
and OHS Regulation. The general requirements for reporting mine or mine site incidents remain in
the act.


• Injury reporting: A work-related serious illness or an illness that results or is likely to result in
admittance to hospital is added to the injury reporting requirements. Exposures to radiation in excess
of its limits in the OHS Code must be reported to OHS.
Access the changes at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/13009950-ed17-4fe5-a2ca-7a901b433ec2/resource/09462a12-1f07-4278-b6ed-f1027bd83e7a/download/lbr-changes-to-ohs-laws-2021-10.pdf


More information at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/upcoming-legislation-changes


ALBERTA Announcements


On-site data gathering under Certificate of Recognition program suspended
Reminder: In response to Alberta’s public health emergency, on October 7, 2021, Alberta’s Certificate
of Recognition (COR) program implemented an immediate suspension of on-site data gathering
activities by auditors until December 31, 2021. Access the COR program at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/get-certificate-recognition.aspx?_ccCt=cflw-2gcsle-jky90l-fpkgqhw8


ALBERTA Management resources


• Changes to occupational health and safety (OhS) laws: information for Albertans
Updated on October 20, 2021, this fact sheet provides an overview of significant updates to the Occupational
Health and Safety Act (OHS Act) and revised regulations that will take effect December 1, 2021. 
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/changes-to-ohs-laws


• App to scan COVID-19 vaccine QR codes now available. Beginning October 12, 2021,
businesses and organizations can begin using the free AB Covid Records Verifier app to quickly and easily
confirm their patrons’ vaccination status. Access more information at:
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=801459F4F3BA7-B1C1-9717-4E14290415FE7E8D


• Notice re: non-refillable propane cylinders
Updated on October 1, 2021, this Notice warns that the practice of refilling Specification 39 Propane
Cylinders (typically one-pound camp stove propane bottles) is illegal and poses potential risks of fire and
explosion. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/notice-non-refillable-propane-cylinders


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices and Orders


August 24, 2021, British Columbia Gazette Part II
Amendments address flammable and combustible liquids; radiation exposures; traffic
control equipment risk assessments and supervision of traffic control persons
The Workers' Compensation Board orders that, effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation, BC Reg. 296/97, is amended as set out in the attached Appendices A to F.
The amendments address: definitions of flammable and combustible liquids; bonding or grounding of
containers; radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure; and definitions, risk
assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" around work sites
and “training control persons”. Among other stipulations:


18.3.1 (1) An employer must not permit workers to engage in a work activity that may expose workers to traffic
unless a risk assessment has first been completed by a qualified person and the risk assessment
(a) meets the requirements of subsection (2) or (3), as applicable, and
(b) takes into account the risks to worker health and safety whenever traffic control is required for (i) emergent work,
(ii) brief duration work, (iii) short duration work, or (iv) long duration work.


In addition, provisions under Appendix E address operator certification for persons who supervise, or
operate, a concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace. Among other things:


On and after January 1, 2024, a person must not operate a concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace unless the
person (a) holds a valid concrete pump operator's certificate, issued by the certification authority, for the class or
type of concrete pump or placing boom being operated and operates the concrete pump or placing boom in
accordance with any conditions set out on the certificate […]


Provisions under Appendix F address requirements to secure cargo loads prior to transport - in particular
in relation to loading logs and securing log loads.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n16_222-2021
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


Reminder: Also, effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is amended
to accommodate amendments to the following parts of the OH&S Regulation: 
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Strikethrough versions of the amendments can be accessed through the links above.  


BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminders


Changes to protect young workers took effect on October 15, 2021
Amendments to the Employment Standards Act in British Columbia (the "ESA") came into force on
October 15, 2021. The changes include raising the general working age in British Columbia from 12
to 16 years of age.


Mandatory training will improve safety for commercial drivers
Effective October 18, 2021, individuals applying for a BC Class 1 driver’s licence must successfully
complete an ICBC-approved Class 1 MELT course before attempting a road test. BC’s MELT program
was designed to align with the Standard 16-Class 1 Entry-Level Training framework introduced as part
of the National Safety Code in February 2020. Access more information at:
https://www.icbc.com/partners/driver-training/driving-schools/Pages/teach-melt.aspx
Access ICBC Class 1 MELT program information for drivers at: 
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/types-licences/Documents/melt-faqs.pdf


New winter tire regulations now in effect
Reminder: Effective October 1, 2021, winter tires are mandatory for all vehicles on most British Columbia
highways to increase travel safety until spring. Also, effective October 1, 2021, commercial vehicle
operators are required to carry chains on most routes in BC, as indicated by roadside signs. Winter tires
and chain requirements are in effect on most designated highways in BC from Oct. 1 to March 31, 2022. 
Access more information on winter tire regulations and winter driving preparation at: www.shiftintowinter.ca
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations 


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status under the Workers Compensation Act for stakeholder
comment. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021. Access discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Proof of vaccination for BC public service 
Reminder: On October 5, 2021, the BC Public Service Agency announced that it will require its 30,000
employees to be fully vaccinated by November 22, 2021. This follows an August 23, 2021 PHO
announcement that individuals 12 years and older will need to show proof of vaccination to access
certain discretionary events. By October 24, 2021, individuals must be fully vaccinated. Proof of
vaccination is a temporary measure that is set to end on January 31, 2022, subject to extensions.
Access a BC Vaccine Card at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


E-Limit puts BC Exposure Limits at your fingertips
WorkSafeBC recently launched a new digital tool called “E-Limit.” It is designed to provide
information about BC ELs in a searchable and easy-to-read format. E-Limit includes chemical name
and CAS number and associated health hazard notations referenced in BC’s Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation. Search E-Limit at: https://elimit.online.worksafebc.com


New safety bulletin on tower cranes
Reminder: On October 5, 2021, WorkSafeBC released the bulletin, Top climbing a tower crane:
Ensuring safe assembly and dismantling. The bulletin provides an overview of the potential hazard
of top climbing a tower crane, and discusses how to reduce the risk. View the bulletin at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/news-releases/2021/October/worksafebc-releases-safety-bulletin-on-tower-cranes


*
MANITOBA - Legislature  - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills 
The legislature resumed sitting on October 6, 2021.The following is a list of recent EHS-related legislation
passed by the Manitoba legislature and previously summarized in past issues of EHS Regulatory Alert.
Additionally, the government intends to pass Bill 72, the disability support act and amendments to the Manitoba
Assistance Act, to better support Manitobans and their families living with disabilities:.


• Bill 11:  the workplace safety and health amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php
• Bill 18:  the workers compensation amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php
The Workplace Safety and Health Act was amended in May 2021, creating some changes to workplace safety and
health laws in Manitoba. To aid in compliance, the Workplace Safety and Health Branch has provided some fact
sheets on appeals and administrative penalties, frivolous and vexatious complaints, and reprisals.
These can be accessed via: “Frequently Asked Questions: Workplace Safety and Health Act Amendments” at:
https://www.safemanitoba.com/News/Pages/News_WSHActAmendments_21SWMB.aspx
• Bill 29:  the reducing red tape and improving services act, 2020: 


https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b029e.php
Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


MANITOBA - Regulations and Orders in Council
Institutional Safety Officers Regulation under Police Services Act
Amendments to The Police Services Act (PSA) have come into force to enable designated health-care
facilities and post-secondary institutions to establish institutional safety officer positions.
Regulation 92/2021, registered October 13, 2021, lays out training, qualification and duties of
Institutional Safety Officers under the Act.
Access the Regulation at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/092.pdf


- 24 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, November 1, 2021







MANITOBA -  Announcements


Province announces change to safety rating monitoring for motor carriers
Reminder: On October 8, 2021, the Manitoba government announced that it has developed a new
standard for assigning safety ratings to companies operating commercial vehicles in the province in
accordance with National Safety Code (NSC) standards developed by the member jurisdictions of
Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA). For more information on the safety
rating system visit: www.gov.mb.ca/mit/mcd/safety_monitoring/sfc/ratings.html.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly will reconvene on November 2, 2021. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Announcements
Travelers to New Brunswick must pre-register  
The provincial government recently reminded New Brunswickers that showing proof of full vaccination when
accessing certain events, services and businesses, and mandatory masking in all public indoor spaces is now
required. In addition, anyone entering the province must pre-register through the New Brunswick Travel
Registration Program: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/covid-19.html


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - - Legislature
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on October 18, 2021.Access Assembly broadcast channel and
House of Assembly website at: www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Webcast/live_video_audio.aspx.


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Gazette Notices
October 22, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
COVID-19 Regulations under the Public Health Protection and Promotion Act
Newfoundland and Labrador filed its COVID-19 Regulation on October 22, 2021. Under the regulation, among other
things, an individual who is employed by, or who provides services to a business, facility or organization listed in the
schedule shall not enter the premises unless the individual is fully vaccinated or has been granted an approved medical
exemption. Access Gazette Notice for additional details at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20211022.pdf


Related reminder: NL vaccine passports mandatory by October 22. A new mobile app NLVaxPass is now available for
download at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/life-during-covid-19/vaccination-record/nlvaxpass-support/


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature  - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
A speech from the throne, delivered by Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, opened the first session of the 64th general
assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature on October 12, 2021.


• Bill 18, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 15, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill adds - after subsection (3) - a subsection, (3A), listing cancers and
other diseases and minimum periods to be prescribed under the Act. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b018.htm


• Bill 40, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill amends the Workers' Compensation Act to provide that earnings-
replacement benefits for former workers of the Cape Breton Development Corporation's underground
coal mine do not expire at age 65 so long as those benefits are reimbursed by the Government of
Canada. The Bill is retroactive to January 1, 2016. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b040.htm


• Bill 42, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services. Access Bill
42 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b042.htm
Track progress of these, and other Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
The Ontario legislature reconvened on October 12, 2021.


• Bill 27, Working for Workers Act, 2021. Carried on First Reading on October 26, 2021. Among
other things, the Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to impose a requirement on
employers that employ 25 or more employees to have a written policy with respect to disconnecting
from work. The term “disconnecting from work” is defined to mean not engaging in work-related
communications, including emails, telephone calls, video calls or the sending or reviewing of other
messages, so as to be free from the performance of work.
In addition, a new Part XV.1 of the Act prohibits employers from entering into employment contracts or
other agreements with an employee that are, or that include, a non-compete agreement. Certain
exceptions are provided for. 
The Fair Access to Regulated Professions and Compulsory Trades Act, 2006 is also amended in
respect of various matters, including prohibiting regulated professions from including Canadian
experience requirements as qualifications for registration unless an exemption is granted. 
Access Bill 27 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-27


• Bill 16, An Act to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. This Private
Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill’s purpose is to amend the
Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997 to provide that an employer who operates a residential care
facility or a group home is a Schedule 1 employer for the purposes of the Act. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b016_e.pdf


• Bill 12, Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinations in the Education and healthcare Sectors Act,
2021. This Private Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Act requires
specified education sector organizations and healthcare sector organizations to require their
employees and other individuals that they retain to provide services to be fully vaccinated with a
COVID-19 vaccine. Certain exceptions are provided for. Access Bill 12 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-12


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Published on e-Laws: October 28, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: November 13, 2021
O. Reg. 732/21 made under the Reopening Ontario (a Flexible Response to COVID-19 Act) 
The Regulation amends O. Reg. 364/20 (Rules for Areas at Step 3 and at the Roadmap Exit Step) to
provide the latest information regarding capacity limits for indoor and outdoor businesses or facilities.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21732
Published on e-Laws: October 22, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: November 6, 2021
O. Reg. 727/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
Among other things, Schedule 1 to the Regulation is amended by adding a section on “Opt-in re: proof
of vaccination, exceptions to capacity limits, etc”. This Regulation comes into force on October 25,
2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21727
O. Reg. 715/21: hours of Service under highway Traffic Act 
Among other things, the Regulation outlines requirements concerning: hours of service for commercial
vehicle drivers; record-keeping requirements and the use of Electronic Logging Devices. Access the
regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21715
October 22, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
O. Reg. 698/21 made under the Reopening Ontario (a Flexible Response to COVID-19 Act) 
The Regulation amends O. Reg. 364/20 (Rules for Areas at Step 3 and at the Roadmap Exit Step) to
provide the latest information regarding the number of members of the public permitted to be in a
particular room in the indoor portion of a rentable meeting or event space at any one time. Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21698
O. Reg. 678/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
This amendment increases the permitted capacity at meeting and event spaces, including conference
centres or convention centres. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21678
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices (continued)


October 22, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
O. Reg. 665/21: Calculation of 2022 premiums under the Workplace Safety & Insurance Act
For the purposes of clause 88.1 (1) (b) of the Act, $100,422 is the amount prescribed for the period
beginning January 1, 2022. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21665


ONTARIO Announcements


Plan to Safely reopen Ontario and manage COVID-19 for the long-term
On October 22, 2021, the Ontario government released A Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario and Manage
COVID-19 for the Long-Term. The Plan outlines the province’s gradual approach to lifting remaining
public health and workplace safety measures by March 2022. In the absence of concerning trends,
public health and workplace safety measures will be lifted based on the proposed following milestones:
October 25, 2021 - Effective October 25, 2021, Ontario lifted capacity limits, including physical
distancing requirements, in the vast majority of settings where proof of vaccination was required.
November 15, 2021 - The government intends to lift capacity limits in the remaining higher-risk settings
where proof of vaccination is required, including food or drink establishments with dance facilities.
January 17, 2022 - In the absence of concerning trends in public health and health care, the province
intends to begin gradually lifting capacity limits in settings where proof of vaccination is not required.
February 7, 2022 - The government intends to lift proof of vaccination requirements in high-risk
settings, including night clubs, strip clubs, etc. 
March 28, 2022 - At this time, it is intended that remaining public health and workplace safety
measures will be lifted, including wearing face coverings in indoor public settings. In addition, the
provincial requirement for proof of vaccination will be lifted for all remaining settings. 
For details, access release at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001027/ontario-releases-plan-to-safely-reopen-ontario-and-manage-covid-19-for-the-long-term


ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in previous issues of EHS RA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


Proposal to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997 to enable the distribution
of surplus funds from the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's (WSIB’s) Insurance Fund
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register that the WSIB be empowered to distribute surplus amounts in the
workers’ compensation fund to employers. Comment deadline: November 22, 2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39547


Proposed amendments to the Employment Standards Act, 2000 (ESA) for requirement for
policies on disconnecting from work
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register to amend the ESA to require employers that employ 25 or more
employees on January 1 of any year to have a written disconnecting from work policy in place by 
March 1, 2022. Under the proposal, employers would have to provide a copy of the written policy (or
amended policy) to each employee within 30 days of preparing (or changing) the policy or within 30
days of a new employee becoming an employee of the employer. Comment deadline: November 22,
2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39527
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)
Amendments to Oh&S  Act provide a new definition of the term ‘engineer’
Reminder:The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) is proposing to
amend the Occupational Health and Safety Act with respect to terminology related to engineers. Access
Proposal Number: 21-MLTSD 019. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021. Access posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39147


Amendment to Reg. 543 s.3 (2): X-Ray Safety Code proposes adopting updated requirements
for shielding methodology under the healing Arts and Radiation Protection Act (hARPA)
Reminder: On October 7, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Health posted a proposal to amend HARPA
Reg 543 to replace compliance with Health Canada's Safety Code 20A with the most recent Safety
Code 35 for shielding methodology published by the Consumer and Clinical Radiation Protection Bureau
of Health Canada. Comment deadline: November 22, 2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=EFiMUn_Rl8yGrNAlL2Jb9ZS?language=en&postingId=39127


Proposed changes for the next edition of Ontario's Building Code (Fall consultation)
Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other things, clarify
building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically attending the
construction site. The changes are described in "Proposed Building Code Changes: Existing Technical
Variations and Ontario-only Changes" at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=39287&attachmentId=51297
Comment deadline: December 4, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=G8RstICKIHBy4iPukf7cm8t?language=en&postingId=39287


ONTARIO Management resources


Workplace Safety & Insurance Board’s ‘By the Numbers’ report now available
Reminder: WSIB’s 2020 By the Numbers statistical report highlights health and safety trends in
Ontario, including injuries, fatalities and return-to-work results. Users can view and compare workplace
health and safety data between Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 businesses. The report can also be used
to understand industry trends, identify key areas to focus on and inform updates to health and safety
plans and processes. Access report at:https://www.wsib.ca/en/bythenumbers


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The François Legault government launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021. The following list OH&S-
related Bills currently under consideration: 


• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement
certain measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission
vehicles. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Sanctioned: October 6,
2021. This Act and its provisions was extensively reported on in prior issues of EHS Regulatory Alerts.


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021, the bill introduces various measures to, among other things, extend
francization to enterprises employing 25 or more persons. It amends the provisions relating to
francization committees and francization programs, and introduces other provisions relating to the
establishment of French language learning services within enterprises.
The bill also sets out the obligations applicable to employers to ensure that the workers’ right to carry
on their activities in French is respected. The bill also strengthens provisions relating to the use of
French as the language of commerce and business - in particular regarding signs and posters and the
drafting of certain documents, such as contracts relating to certain sales of immovable property. Access
Bill 96 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices 
October 6, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder: The  following two notices in the October 6, 2021 edition of the Gazette Officielle outline the details of the funding mechanism
related to 2022 contributions and benefits under the Act Respecting Industrial Accidents and Occupational Diseases which governs the
province’s workers’ compensation system. The regulations are as follows:


Regulation respecting the applicable percentages for the purposes of levying the
assessment on employers personally liable for the payment of benefits for 2022 
Access Gazette Notice for 2022 rates at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf


Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting financing under the Act re: industrial
accidents and occupational diseases 
Access the Gazette Notice to view new Schedules at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility standards
to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The new
Construction Codes Act (CCA) will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices
October 22, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
2022 provision workers’ compensation assessment rates 
As required under subsection 134(4) of the Workers’ Compensation Act, the WCB has published the 2022
preliminary premium rates for any industry rate code that exceeds the 2021 premium rate by more than 10.5 per
cent. Four rate codes will see a premium rate increase for 2022 greater than 10.5 per cent:
• Metal Foundries and Mills - per cent increase: 19.75%
• Road Construction and Earthwork - per cent increase:14.20%
• Operation of Railways - per cent increase:13.59%
• Farming and Ranching - per cent increase:10.53%
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115121
October 1, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
COVID-19 Emergency Regulations require proof of vaccination or negative tests
Reminder: Regulations under the Public Employers' Covid-19 Emergency Regulations, which came into
force on October 1, 2021, require public employees to make a choice to show proof of being fully
vaccinated for COVID-19 or provide evidence of a negative COVID-19 test result at least every seven
days. A negative test result is also required for partially vaccinated individuals.
More information on The Employers' COVID-19 Emergency Regulations can be accessed at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-for-businesses-and-workers/proof-of-vaccination-information-for-businesses.


Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/114948
Related item: New Apps Launched To Support Proof Of COVID-19 Vaccination. A free app - SK Vax Verifier - can scan
the QR code on citizens' COVID-19 vaccination certificates and determine if a person is fully vaccinated or not:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/september/29/two-new-apps-launched-to-support-proof-of-covid-19-vaccination


THE TERRITORIES -  YUKON


New Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act tabled in the Yukon Legislative Assembly
On October 13, 2021, Richard Mostyn, Minister responsible for the Yukon Workers’ Compensation
Health and Safety Board, tabled Bill No. 8, the Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act, which would
amalgamate the current Workers’ Compensation Act and Occupational Health and Safety Act under a
new Workers' Safety and Compensation Act. Access Bill No.8 at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill008-Workers-Safety-Compensation-Act.pdf
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Chemical compliance
Chemicals Management Plan for October through December, 2021
Reminder: Canada’s Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) program recently shared its Publications
Plan to inform stakeholders of topics and assessments likely to be covered between October to
December 2021.
The topics include:
• Acids & Bases Draft Screening Assessment Report;
• Approach for a subset of Organic and Inorganic Substances Prioritized under CMP;
• Flame Retardants Draft Screening Assessment Report; and
• Phenol, methylstyrenated Draft Screening Assessment Report.
Access Chemicals Management Plan implementation table at a glance - 2016 to 2021 at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/chemicals-management-plan/implementation-table-at-a-glance-2016-2021.html


CMP website: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances.html


- end -
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Environmental regulation and compliance
INTERNATIONAL 


Report of the UN Sub-Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals
The UN recently posted a summary of the 39th session of the United Nations Sub-Committee of Experts on
the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals which was held from
December 9-11, 2020. The report also includes the status of the possible development of a list of chemicals
classified in accordance with GHS which is sponsored by both Canada and the United States.
Access report at: https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/ST-SG-AC10-C4-78e_0.pdf


FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage).
Second Reading: February 22, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend the Fisheries Act in
order to exclude raw sewage from the definition of deleterious substance so as to entirely prohibit its
deposit in water. Access Bill C-269 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Second Reading and Referral to Committee: February 24, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill
would amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act to extend the exemption for qualifying farming
fuel to marketable natural gas and propane.
Access Bill C-206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading and Referral to Committee in the House of
Commons: February 3, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill - reinstated from the 1st session of the 43rd
Parliament - would amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 to prohibit the export of
certain types of plastic waste to foreign countries for final disposal. 
Access Bill C-204 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/first-reading


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. The Bill passed in the Senate on
February 16, 2021. On February 25, 2021, it was referred to the House for First Reading there. Bill S-3
amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations.
Access the Bill at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading
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• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. 
Schedule of named substances: The Bill includes a Schedule outlining a list of named substances
that have been determined to be ‘toxic’.
The warning label: The warning label required must include: (a) a list of every toxic substance that
the product contains; (b) a description of the risks related to each toxic substance produced as a result
of using the product; (c) a hazard symbol indicating the nature of the hazard of each toxic substance;
and (d) an indication of the product’s origin, including the name and address of its manufacturer or
supplier. 
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. First Reading: December 3, 2020. This enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access Bill C-15 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Second Reading: November 26, 2020.
This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in
Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by
the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


Related update: Members of new National Net-Zero Advisory Board announced: On February 27, 2021, the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change announced the formation of a Net-Zero Advisory Body, pursuant to the Act. This
independent group comprising 15 experts has a mandate to engage with Canadians and provide advice to the Minister on
pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. More information at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html
List of advisor board members at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


February 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act
The Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has assessed the status
of 17 wildlife species in Canada. As a result it is proposed that the Governor in Council (GIC) makes
the Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act (the Order) to add 11 species to, reclassify
5 species in, and remove one species from Schedule 1 of the Act (Table 2).
A detailed description of each species, their ranges, and their threats can be found in the Annex of this
document at: https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/reg1-eng.html


February 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Description of critical habitat of the Gray Ratsnake (Great Lakes/St. Lawrence population) in
Thousand Islands National Park of Canada
The Notice stipulates that 90 days after the date of publication, subsection 58(1) of the Species at Risk
Act will apply to the critical habitat of the Gray Ratsnake, Great Lakes/St. Lawrence population,
identified in the recovery strategy for that species that is included in the Species at Risk Public
Registry, the boundaries of which are described in Schedule 1 to the Canada National Parks Act.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/commis-eng.html#cs4
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


February 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Critical Habitat of the Copper Redhorse (Moxostoma hubbsi) Order
The Copper Redhorse is an endangered species of large-scaled fish that is endemic to southwestern
Quebec, and is found only in the St. Lawrence River and some of its tributaries.
As an endangered species listed under Schedule 1 of SARA, the prohibitions in sections 32 and 33 of
SARA automatically apply:
• prohibition against killing, harming, harassing, capturing, or taking an individual of such species;
• prohibition against possessing, collecting, buying, selling, or trading an individual of such species, or 
any part or derivative of such an individual; and


• prohibition against damaging or destroying the residence of one or more individuals of such species.
The Recovery Strategy included the following examples of activities likely to destroy critical habitat:
construction of dams, construction of other infrastructure, infilling, bank construction, navigation,
dredging, and pleasure-boating activities. 
The proposed Order would apply to any ongoing or future activities that could result in the destruction
of any part of the Copper Redhorse's critical habitat outside of the Îles de Contrecœur National Wildlife
Area, and enables the Crown to prosecute for any such destruction. View the Order in the Gazette at:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/reg2-eng.html


February 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Critical Habitat of the Fernald's Braya (Braya fernaldii) Order: SOR/2021-12
Fernald's Braya is a small (10 cm tall) herbaceous perennial plant endemic to the limestone barrens
ecosystem on the Island of Newfoundland. The Order will apply the prohibition against the destruction
of critical habitat set out in subsection 58(1) of SARA. 
Access details at: https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-02-17/html/sor-dors12-eng.html 


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice with respect to reporting of greenhouse gases (GHGs) for 2020 
Reminder: Under the mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP), operators of
facilities that meet the criteria specified in an annually-issued notice are required to submit their
information to Environment and Climate Change Canada by June 1 of each year. 
This notice maintains the requirements of the two initial phases of the expansion of the GHGRP and
contains only minor changes from the previous year's notice (corrections and clarifications). 
A step-by-step instructions on how to comply are available on the Program website.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/sup1-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Canada and British Columbia launch development of a new Nature Agreement
On February 25, 2021, the governments of Canada and BC announced a new bilateral Nature
Agreement to strengthen conservation province wide. As part of this effort, the two governments are
announcing immediate action to support ongoing efforts for the recovery of the Spotted Owl, and pilot
projects using new approaches to protecting species at risk and enhancing biodiversity. Release:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/02/canada-and-british-columbia-launch-development-of-a-new-nature-agreement.html


ECCC seeking help in developing federal offset protocols  
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that it is
developing federal offset protocols for the proposed Federal Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Offset System. 
The first federal offset protocols scheduled for development include the following offset project types:
Advanced Refrigeration Systems; Improved Forest Management; Landfill Methane Management; and
Enhanced Soil Organic Carbon.
ECCC plans develop these first four protocols concurrently starting in early 2021. Subsequent project types
under consideration for federal offset protocol development include: Aerobic Composting, Livestock Feed
Management Afforestation/ Reforestation, and Avoided Conversion of Forests.
Proposed regulations on the structure and operation of the Federal GHG Offset System are targeted for
publication in Canada Gazette I in winter 2021.
Stakeholders and qualified persons wishing to participate in protocol development are invited to send a
completed candidate profile form to ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca, with the subject line:
“Candidacy Package for Roster of Technical Experts”.
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


Government protecting habitat in the greater Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve area
On February 25, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that the
Government will invest $402,400 over three years to conserve and restore habitat for species at risk in
the greater Redberry Lake Biosphere Reserve area (located in West-Central Saskatchewan on the
traditional lands of the Métis, Mistawasis Nêhiyawak, and Muskeg Lake Cree Nation). Release:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/02/government-of-canada-protecting-species-at-risk-habitat-in-the-greater-redberry-lake-biosphere-reserve-area.html


ECCC announces incentives to support purchase of zero-emission vehicles
Reminder: On February 12, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that
its Incentives for Zero-Emission Vehicles (iZEV) program is being extended to March 2022. The
incentive  provides a rebate of up to $5000 to Canadians who purchase a light-duty zero-emission
vehicle.


FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency. On December 17, 2020, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
announced the launch of public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency ("CWA").
Comment deadline: March 1, 2021. Access discussion paper at:
https://www.placespeak.com/uploads/6321/Canada_Water_Agency_Discussion_Paper.pdf


•  Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2021. The CMMP engagement
includes outreach to stakeholders in the mining and metals industry, Indigenous peoples, NGOs, and academics
to inform the development of action plans to operationalize the CMMP: https://www.minescanada.ca/en


• Indian Oil and Gas Regulations - Phase II - consultations end on March 31, 2021: 
https://www.pgic-iogc.gc.ca/eng/1471964522302/1471964567990


• Consultations on amendments to the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations - consultations end on
March 31, 2021: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking your input on amendments to
the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations, in particular on transitional and temporary authorizations.
Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/amendments-wastewater-systems-effluent-regulations.html


• Radioactive Waste Policy Engagement. The engagement phase will last until March 31, 2021 with
the release of a modernized policy expected by Fall 2021. For more information, and to participate in
the policy review engagement process, visit: www.radwastereview.ca. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/11/canada-launches-radioactive-waste-policy-engagement.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update: ECCC is now expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel class will be
finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. 
Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html 
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the
Federal Fuels Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


• Launch of the Food Labelling Coordination Policy Consultation - Comment deadline: April 3,
2021. Health Canada and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency have launched a 60-day online
consultation to gather input on the Draft Joint Policy Statement on Food Labelling Coordination. The
policy aims to provide the food industry with greater predictability and coordination for food labelling
changes. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/public-involvement-partnerships/consultation-proposed-joint-policy-statement-food-labelling-coordination.html


•  Training materials to support introduction of TDG training assessment and competency
standard: Transport Canada is currently developing guidance materials in concert with the Human
Resource Systems Group (HRSG) to support the introduction of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency”, which is scheduled to be incorporated by
reference into the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Part 6, later this year. 
To ensure that the guidance materials will be of value to industry, the TDG Directorate is soliciting
stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Species at Risk consultations - January/ February 2021 update
Between January 20 and February 13, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species
at Risk Public Registry the documents listed below:
February - March 2021
2021-02-27 Description of critical habitat of Wood Turtle in Kouchibouguac National Park of Canada and La
Mauricie National Park of Canada
2021-02-25 Imminent Threat for Assessment for Wood Bison (Bison bison athabascae)
2021-02-25 Recovery Strategy for the Fascicled Ironweed (Vernonia fasciculata) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-02-22 Report on the Progress of Recovery Strategy Implementation for the Westslope Cutthroat Trout
(Oncorhynchus clarkii lewisi) Alberta Population (also known as the Saskatchewan-Nelson Rivers Populations)
in Canada for the Period 2014 to 2019
2021-02-20 Critical Habitat of the Copper Redhorse (Moxostoma hubbsi) Order
2021-02-20 Description of critical habitat of the Gray Ratsnake (Great Lakes/St. Lawrence population) in
Thousand Islands National Park of Canada
2021-02-20 Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act (Volume 155, Number 8)
2021-02-18 Recovery Strategy for the Skillet Clubtail (Gomphus ventricosus) in Canada [Revised Proposed]
2021-02-17 Critical Habitat of the Fernald's Braya (Braya fernaldii) Order
2021-02-17 Order Acknowledging Receipt of the Assessments Done Pursuant to Subsection 23(1) of the Act
2021-02-16 Management Plan for the Bigmouth Buffalo (Ictiobus cyprinellus) in Canada (Saskatchewan-Nelson
River populations) Final Version
2021-02-11 Management Plan for the Mountain Sucker (Catostomus platyrhynchus), Pacific populations 
2021-02-11 Management Plan for the Rocky Mountain Sculpin (Cottus sp.), Westslope populations, in Canada
2021-02-01 Legal Protection Statement for the Critical Habitat of Sharp-tailed Snake (Contia tenuis) in Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve of Canada
For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - March 1, 2021 update
- February 26, 2021 — News Release — Suncor Base Mine Extension Project - Comment Period on the Draft Tailored


Impact Statement Guidelines and Draft Public Participation Plan;
- February 10, 2021 — News Release — Beaver Dam Mine Project - Participant Funding;
- February 5, 2021 — News Release — ATCO Salt Cavern Storage Expansion Project.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room-2020.html
A full list of current projects under review by the IAA is available at:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/exploration?active=true&showMap=false&document_type=project


FEDERAL Management resources


Cyber Security Tool available
Last month, Public Service (PS) Canada announced that it is making available a new Canadian Cyber Security Tool
(CCST) specifically designed to help Canadian Critical Infrastructure owners and operators obtain an overview of their
organization’s operational resilience and cyber security posture, as well as comparative results across their sector.
Access the tool at:  https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cbr-scrt/cbr-scrt-tl/index-en.aspx


CI video outlines best practices to prevent releases during shipments of certain chemicals
The US-based Chlorine Institute recently released a free video outlining best practices to prevent releases during cargo
tank shipments of certain chemicals, namely sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, hydrochloric acid, and sodium
hypochlorite. Viewers, including plant operators and drivers, will learn requirements for reporting hazmat transportation
releases to DOT, review related DOT-reported cargo tank incident data, understand the sources and cause of common
releases during cargo tank transport and operations, and learn best practices for preventing these types of releases. The
video is 35 minutes long. Access the video at: 
https://www.chlorineinstitute.org/videos/cts-video-preventing-chlor-alkali-releases-during-cargo-tank-operations/


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access Bill
along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices


February 13, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 21/2021: Potable Water Expiry Date Amendment Regulation
The expiry date outlined under Section 19 is extended from June 30, 2020 to June 30, 2022. Access
page 34 of the Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/03_Feb13_Part2.pdf
Alberta Regulation 29/2021: Conservation Easement Registration (Expiry Date
Extension) Amendment Regulation
The expiry date outlined under Section 6 is extended from April 30, 2020 to April 30, 2025. Access page
103 of the Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/03_Feb13_Part2.pdf


January 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 301/2020 - Water Act - Water (Ministerial) Amendment Regulation -
New Code of Practice for Wetland Replacement Works now in force 
Reminder: The above amendment, among other things, addresses: the placing, constructing, operating,
installing, maintaining, removing or disturbing of wetland replacement works, as defined in the Code of
Practice for Wetland Replacement Work, now in force.
The Code replaces requirements previously under the Water Act, RSA 2000, c W-3 (the "Water Act") to
obtain an "approval" with a less onerous notice process for activities that meet the requirements set out
in the Code. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1104) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/01_Jan15_Part2.pdf
Access the COP at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/code-of-practice-for-wetland-replacement-works
Access AEP backgrounder at:
https://aia.in1touch.org/document/5734/External_Notice_COP_Wetland_Replacement_Works.pdf


ALBERTA  Consultations


Coal policy consultations scheduled for March 29, 2021 
Minister of Energy, Sonya Savage, announced recently that consultations on a new coal policy for
Alberta will begin on on March 29, 2021. The details of the process will be announced before
consultations begin. 
The government is facing increasing blowback for deciding last spring, without consultation, to revoke a
1976 policy blocking open-pit coal mining on the peaks and eastern slopes of the Rockies.
In response to public pressure, Savage had already cancelled 11 recently-issued coal leases and
paused consideration of future leases while the government reviewed the issue.
Stakeholders interested in receiving regular updates about the process, future consultation sessions and
how to participate can submit their contact information to: alberta.ca/CoalEngagement.
Access related legal analysis and background: “Coal Law and Policy in Alberta, Part One: the Coal
Policy and Its Legal Status” by Nigel Bankes, ABLAWG at:
https://ablawg.ca/2021/02/08/coal-law-and-policy-in-alberta-part-one-the-coal-policy-and-its-legal-status/
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ALBERTA  Consultations (continued)


EPR consultations still awaiting discussion paper
Reminder: Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) and Alberta Energy (AE) recently announced plans to
launch consultations on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR). 
The announcement, made by AEP senior manager, Patrick Kane, includes the goal to move to a 100 per
cent producer funded and operated system for Packaging and Paper Products (PPP) and Household
Hazardous Waste (HHW) and will explore its application to other sectors and industries. 
According to government sources, the engagement will extend to mid-April 2021. The government is
currently reaching out to key stakeholders to arrange meetings. 
A promised discussion paper was still in preparation at press-time (March 1, 2021).
Following the engagement process, a draft policy package will be created with the goal  of introducing
an EPR regulatory framework by Summer 2021.
For more information or to arrange a meeting with AEP, contact Heather von Hauff, Executive Director,
Waste and Water Policy, heather.vonhauff@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA  Announcements


Alberta creates world’s largest contiguous protected boreal forest area
On February 11, 2021, the Alberta government announced that it is planning a massive expansion of
protected forest in the the Kitaskino Nuwenëné Wildland. The expansion will add about 143,800
hectares of land to the protected area in northeastern Alberta – almost three times the size of Waterton
Lakes National Park. Access release at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=77262BADD6550-CEFB-6634-D23BCFDD8522ACFC


ALBERTA  Management resources


AEP business plan updated
on February 25, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) posted its latest business plan. The business
plan includes a description of the ministry, desired outcomes, priority initiatives, and performance measures
and indicators. Current and forecast budgeting information for the planning period is also included.
Access the plan at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environment-and-parks-business-plan


Environmental assessment program: Chart showing status of current projects
Updated on February 26, 2021, the resource features a chart showing the status of current
environmental assessment projects. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/6b46b5b8-38a3-4383-bfc4-8fc178faff08/resource/ff41386d-4a94-43fd-978b-7fdf0c918abb/download/eia-ataglance-status-2021_02_26.pdf


Environmental Assessment - Suncor Energy Inc. Base Mine Extension
Updated on February 26, 2021, the resource features environmental assessment registry documents
pertaining to the proposed Suncor Energy Inc. Base Mine Extension. The Project consists of an oil sand
mine and associated activities as an extension of the Base Plant operation near Fort McMurray, Alberta.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-suncor-bmx


Environmental Assessment - Montem Resources Alberta Operations Ltd. Tent Mountain
Project
Updated on February 17, 2021, the resource features environmental assessment registry documents
pertaining to the proposed Montem Resources Alberta Operations Ltd. Tent Mountain Project. The
Project would involve the resumption of mining at a surface coal mine, a coal preparation plant and
associated infrastructure including a coal conveyor system and a rail load-out facility. The total project
area would be confined to the existing Mine Permit area of 750 hectares. 
For more information on the environmental assessment process visit ea.alberta.ca.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-montem-tent-mountain


Dutch elm disease prevention/control measures
Issued on February 18, 2021, this fact sheet explains the powers and responsibilities outlined under
Alberta Agricultural Pests Act (APA) prevention and control measures, and describes measures that
should be taken to prevent and control the spread of the disease. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/31cf67ae-a745-48c9-87bd-b0cfc81e96bc/resource/d93d4893-69f3-425e-9003-9d68ea2c2b84/download/af-dutch-elm-disease-prevention-control-measures-responsibilities-authority-apa-2021-02.pdf


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019, S.B.C. 2019, c.19 are now in force - effective
February 1, 2021. The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage 13
Amendments) will affect the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for
specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. Among other things:
Section 1: [EMA s.39]: repeals the definition of "contaminated site relocation agreement";
Section 2: [EMA s.55]:


• repeals the requirement that a person enter into a contaminated soil relocation agreement before     
relocating contaminated soil from a contaminated site and repeals related processes;


• prohibits a person from removing soil from a site used for a specified industrial or commercial use 
unless the person has analyzed the soil and provided notice; and


• imposes restrictions on the deposit of soil at a site if the soil was removed from a site used for a 
specified industrial or commercial use.


Section 3: [EMA s.55.1]: requires an owner of a site to prepare plans, and carry out actions, to
prevent, contain, control and monitor adverse effects on environment and human health if the amount
of relocated industrial or commercial site soil located at the site is greater than a prescribed amount.
Section 8: [ [Transition – ongoing contaminated soil relocation agreements].
Access Bill 3 at: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1
Related item: Effective February 1, 2021, Section 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended
by repealing the definitions of "decommission a site", "site profile form" and "summary of site condition form".  Access B.C.
Reg.161/2020 at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n12_161-2020


Access related commentary: “Redevelopment of Land in B.C. – New Contaminated Sites Reporting Requirements”,
authored by Jennifer S. Nyland and Will J. Shaw of Lawson Lundell LLP, as posted on January 25, 2021 at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/real-estate-law-blog/redevelopment-of-BC-land-new-contaminated-sites-reporting-requirements?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=LinkedIn-integration


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Proposed Bylaw 1083 amendments introduce substantial increases to Air
Quality Permit and Regulatory Fees in Metro Vancouver 
Metro Vancouver is seeking feedback on proposed changes to fees charged to permitted and
regulated dischargers of air contaminants. The proposal involves several changes to Bylaw 1083
(Greater Vancouver Regional District Air Quality Management Fees Regulation Bylaw No. 1083, 2008)
to encourage emission reductions of harmful air contaminants, and to ensure fees promote continuous
improvement.
In recognition that the proposed fees may result in substantial increases for some businesses,
increases in fees would be introduced in two stages (one in 2022 and then three years later in 2025).
Key changes are:
1. Increasing fees for air contaminants, especially those responsible for the greatest health impacts. 
2. Adding new fees for odorous air contaminants.
3. Changing other regulatory and permit fees.
4. Discontinuing the Measured Discharge Program, (which unfairly benefits large dischargers).
Specific increases (most in the range of 300% increases over 4 years) are cited as follows:


Air Contaminant Existing Fee Proposed 2022 Proposed 2025
($/tonne) Fee ($/tonne) Fee ($/tonne)


Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) $300 $700 $1,800
Photoreactive VOCs $100 $150 $260
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) $50 $90 $150
Sulphur Oxides (SOx) $100 $100 $100


Fees for air contaminants, including coarse particulate matter, methane, and hazardous air pollutants
have also been reviewed and are proposed to increase. 
Metro Vancouver invites feedback by April 30, 2021 through consultation opportunities featured on
Metro Vancouver’s website (search for “air quality fees consultation”), or by email to
AQBylaw@metrovancouver.org.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations (continued)


Proposed amendments introduce substantial increases to Air Quality Permit and
Regulatory Fees (Cont’d from previous page)


Access the full text of AQ Regulation 1083 (this is the current bylaw WITHOUT the proposed
amendments) at:  
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/Bylaws1/GVRD_Bylaw_1083-Unofficial_Consolidation.pdf
Access Discussion Paper of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-Fee-ChangeDiscussionPaper.pdf
Access Summary of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-FeeChangeSummary.pdf?


Background: Under the BC Environmental Management Act, Metro Vancouver has the delegated authority to manage air
quality and control the discharge of air contaminants in the region and has the ability to set fees to recover the cost of air
quality management services. All businesses that discharge air contaminants in Metro Vancouver are required to comply
with a Metro Vancouver permit, regulation or approval. Metro Vancouver expends substantial resources in developing and
promoting compliance with permits and regulations.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC sets new near-term GHG targets; CleanBC issues Climate Change
Accountability Report
Reminder: British Columbia’s Environment Minister recently set a new near-term emission target for
2025. The new emission target requires greenhouse gases in BC to be 16% below 2007 levels by 2025.
The province will also set sectoral targets to be established before March 31, 2021, and will develop
legislation to ensure B.C. reaches net-zero emissions by 2050.
Access the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/2020_climate_change_accountability_report.pdf


*
MANITOBA No new environment-related entries
A list of Bills currently being considered in the legislature was provided in the February 1 edition of
HSERA. A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


*
NEW BRUNSWICK No new environment-related entries.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*
NOVA SCOTIA Announcements


Nova Scotia to offer rebates for electric vehicles, home energy upgrades
On February 24, 2021, in their first official announcement since being sworn in, Premier Iain Rankin
and Environment Minister Keith Irving announced $19 million in funding for rebates on energy-efficient
home upgrades and electric vehicles. 
Half of the funding, or $9.5 million, will go toward rebates for new and used electric vehicles, plug-in
hybrids and e-bikes. The rebates will amount to $3,000 for new electric vehicles, $2,000 for used
vehicles and $500 for e-bikes. The provincial rebates will stack with federal rebates of up to $5,000
from the federal government for new electric vehicles.
Rankin also announced a new renewable energy target that would see the entire province have 80 per
cent of its electricity use come from renewable sources by 2030.
Rankin said that a new Renewable Energy Standard will be released next month, and by 2025 all
electricity for provincial government offices will come from renewable energy.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/nova-scotia-to-offer-rebates-for-electric-vehicles-home-energy-upgrades-1.5925966


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 224, No Time to Waste Act (Plan for Climate Action and Jobs), 2020. Second Reading:
December 1, 2020. Among other things: 
Schedule 1 enacts the Climate Crisis Health Action Plan Act, 2020, which requires the Minister of
Health to:
• develop and publish a strategic action plan that aims to ensure that Ontario’s public health and


health care systems are prepared for the health risks caused by the impacts of the climate crisis;
• establish the Climate Crisis and Health Secretariat; and
• establish a science advisory board to advise the Minister.
Schedule 2 enacts the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public Sector Act, 2020, which requires
the Lieutenant Governor in Council to establish the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public
Sector.  
Schedule 3 enacts the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis Act, 2020, which establishes the Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis, whose mandate is to develop a comprehensive proposal to address
climate-change related threats facing the province. Access Bill 224 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-224


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among many other amendments to multiple Acts, this omnibus Bill sanctions controversial measures
under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and particularly with matters
dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding development permits.
Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which, conservation authorities claim,
“could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes against their provincially-
delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment. This is in addition to the
already concerning amendments which included new powers for the Minister to bypass conservation
authorities and issue permits as well as curtailing the CAs’ ability to appeal to the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal”.
The government has announced that it will be releasing Regulations in the near future.
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229
Access Conservation Ontario’s summary of proposed amendments at:
https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/Members_Advocacy_Priorities/CAAct_Summary_of_Proposed_Amendments__Implications_for_CA_Boards_Nov11.pdf


Access legal analysis by Gowlings WLG at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2020/implications-amendments-bill-229-ontario/


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Passed
Second Reading on February 23, 2021 and referred to committee. This Private Member’s Bill requires
persons who sell, offer to sell or construct floating docks, floating platforms or buoys to ensure that any
expanded or extruded polystyrene in the dock, platform or buoy is fully encapsulated.
Access Bill 228 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Published on e-Laws: February 5, 2021
O. Reg. 35/21: Energy and Water Efficiency - Appliances and Products regulation
Filed January 29, 2021, the amendment, under the Electricity Act, adds various products to Schedules
listed under the regulation, including prescribed: commercial pre-rinse spray valves; oil-fired furnaces;
portable air conditioners; air compressors; and products designed to ensure an uninterrupted power
supply. Access details at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21035


- 10 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, March 1, 2021







ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


Published on e-Laws: February 5, 2021
O. Reg. 54/21: Alternative low-carbon fuels - monitoring emissions of NOx and SO2
Filed February 5, 2021, the regulation, made under the Environmental Protection Act, stipulates,
among other things, that the holder of an environmental compliance approval issued in respect of an
Alternative Low-Carbon Fuels (ALCF) application shall ensure that emissions of nitrogen oxides and
sulphur dioxide from a kiln located at the designated alternative low-carbon fuel facility are monitored
during the year using a continuous emissions monitoring system or other prescribed method. Access
the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21054


ONTARIO Consultations


Proposed regulation for the nickel smelting and refining industry
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
posted a proposed industry sector-based regulation to address sulphur dioxide air emissions from the
nickel smelting and refining industry in the Sudbury area. Comment deadline: March 6, 2021.
For details and to participate in consultations, access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1107


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


April 30 deadline to submit 2020 data for blue box funding services
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) has given notice that the
deadline for programs to submit data for the 2020 Datacall is April 30, 2021. 
Each Ontario program (municipality, recycling association or First Nation community) providing recycling
services must complete the Datacall to be eligible for Blue Box funding.
Visit the RPRA website for more information and resources, including FAQs and an interactive training
tool at: https://rpra.ca/programs/about-the-datacall/


O. Reg. 663/20 reporting requirements covering renewable content requirements for
gasoline and diesel fuels to take effect by March 31, 2021 
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. See the December 15, 2020 edition of HSERA for more details. Consult the full text
of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Consultation on growing the size of the Greenbelt
ERO # 019-3136; Posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on February 17, 2021; Comment deadline: April 19, 2021
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is seeking feedback on ways to grow the size and further
enhance the quality of the Greenbelt, with a priority of:
- a study area of lands focussed on the Paris Galt Moraine, which is home to critical groundwater  
resources; and


- ideas for adding, expanding and further protecting Urban River Valleys.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3136


• Proposal for a declaration order to exempt Stelco Inc’s proposed 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station from the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO # 019-2724; proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on February 17, 2021; 
Comment deadline: March 19, 2021
Stelco Inc. has requested a declaration order from the ministry that would exempt the planning,
designing, establishing, constructing, operating, changing, expanding and retiring of a 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station, located at its Lake Erie Works facility in Nanticoke, Ontario, from the requirements
of the Environmental Assessment Act. For more details, access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2724


- 11 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, March 1, 2021







ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Draft Northern Ontario Transportation Plan
ER0 # 019-2830; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on December 10, 2020. Comment deadline: March 10, 2021
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2830


• Amendments to the Transitional Operating Agreement between the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks and the Resource Productivity and Recovery
Authority (RPRA)
ER0 # 019-2886; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 12, 2021; Comment deadline: March 29, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing a number of amendments designed primarily to increase
ministerial oversight of the RPRA through activities such as establishing formal quarterly reporting;
requiring RPRA to disclose compensation of its board and specific employees and requiring RPRA to
provide summaries related to procurement decisions.
Access the amended draft operating agreement at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2020-12/Operating%20Agreement%20-%20proposed%20amendments%20-%20December%202020.pdf


Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2886


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 239/13 to remove the 10-day registry waiting period
for existing shore land erosion control structures
Regulatory regiser posting; Proposal # 21-MNRF008 posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on February 12, 2021;
Comment deadline: March 29, 2021
The proposed amendment to Section 8 of Ontario Regulation 239/13 would reduce the waiting period
from 10 to zero days between registration and commencement of work for the maintenance, repair or
replacement of designated shore land erosion control structures. Access the Regulatory Register
posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=X9G49ogCKz-EbOdNgqczFsE?language=en&postingId=36167 


• Proposed producer responsibility regulation for Hazardous and Special Products 
ER0 # 019-2836; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 11, 2021; Comment deadline: March 28, 2021.
Reminder: On February 11, 2021, the Ontario Ministry posted a proposal summarizing its plans to
transition the management of all materials currently managed under the Municipal Hazardous or
Special Waste (MHSW) Program to a new producer responsibility regulation by June 30, 2021.  
The main purpose of the new proposed Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation is to make
producers environmentally accountable and financially responsible for collecting and managing HSPs
at end-of-life - including a requirement to manage mercury-containing devices. 
The proposed regulation would require producers to: establish free collection networks for consumers;
manage all collected materials properly, including meeting procedures for recycling, where possible, 
or disposal; provide promotion and education materials to increase awareness; register, report, provide
audited/verified sales data, keep records and meet other requirements; and transparently reflect any
related charges that are intended to be passed on to consumers.
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2836


• Proposal to end nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide emissions trading 
ER0 # 019-1233; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on February 5, 2021.
Reminder: The Ministry posts notice that it has decided to end the nitrogen oxide and sulphur dioxide
emissions trading program by revoking O. Reg. 397/01 and O. Reg. 194/05 under the Environmental
Protection Act, deeming that the Program is no longer an effective tool to address emissions from
regulated sectors in its current form. Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1233


• Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ER0 # 019-0414; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 25, 2021.Comment deadline: March 11, 2021.
Reminder: The government is updating the Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation
Reserves to align with the Wildland Fire Management Strategy. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-0414
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021.Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess
Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) under the Environmental Protection Act, which includes rules
and new standards that encourage reuse of excess soil. The ministry is interested in feedback from
qualified persons who undertake environmental site assessment work to support the submission of RSCs
for filing on the Environmental Site Registry. Access ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry has completed its public consultation and has used the comments received to
further revise the guidance document. The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the
updated guidance reflects the need of stakeholders. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part
XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act document to align it with latest regulatory requirements and best
practices related to brownfields risk assessment. This Procedures document also contains plain language
guidance for risk assessment practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk
assessment work and prepare risk assessment reports. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 13, the Water Act. The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June
16, 2021. Four regulations needed initially to implement the Act were published on February 22, 2021.
They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment


and
• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Under these regulations all water wells drawing above the level of domestic household consumption
will require a permit. Under the changes:
• the government’s water withdrawal policy for healthy stream flow and aquatic environments is included, 
defining acceptable levels needed to allow or prohibit extraction;


• the minister can require a drought contingency plan for selected, large water withdrawal programs;
• a provision is made for the construction of high capacity wells for research purposes; and,
• a provision is made to grandfather existing clusters of low capacity wells used for agricultural 
irrigation (e.g. holding ponds); however, no new clusters that have the same impact as a high-capacity    
well will be permitted. 


The Water Act also contains a provision to permit the Canadian Rivers Institute at the
University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) to explore the impacts of high capacity wells in
agricultural irrigation and the environment. 
The regulations continue to be available online for public comment at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature (continued)


• Bill 127, Net-zero Carbon Act. Royal Assent: December 4, 2020. Among other things, Section 7
establishes the following targets for the purpose of reducing PEI greenhouse gas emissions: by 2030
and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be less than 
1.2 megatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year; by 2040 and for each subsequent calendar
year, PEI GHG emissions will be at a level where carbon neutrality is achieved. Access this Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=a97cba8a-ba0b-4102-9582-b000378126c2&fileName=bill-127.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
Sanctioned: February 17, 2021. Among other things, the Bill:
- proposes that the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new register 
compiling information on areas that, while not designated as protected areas, are covered by other effective 
conservation measures;


- introduces a new land use assignment mechanism for areas situated north of the 49th parallel;
- amends the procedure for designating protected areas, in particular by eliminating the procedure for granting 
temporary protection as a preliminary step; and


- introduces two new protected area protection statuses, namely, “protected area with sustainable use” and 
“marine reserve”, and withdraws the “aquatic reserve” status.


Access Bill 46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Assent:
December 11, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure projects
while conferring on the Autorité des marchés publics (the Authority) a greater role in monitoring the public
contracts arising from those projects. 
Access Bill 66 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• An Act to set a standard for the maximum concentration of manganese in drinking
water. First Reading: December 9, 2020. The Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water is amended
accordingly to specify that drinking water cannot contain more than 0.06 milligrams of manganese per litre.
Access via: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/recherche/recherche-avancee.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Committee clause-by-clause consideration, last sitting held: February 11,
2021. The bill amends the Act respecting land use planning and development in order to, among other things,
grant regional county municipalities the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management. 
Access Bill 67 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Adopted in principle on: November 11, 2020; currently in Committee for clause-
by-clause consideration. Last sitting: February 11, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to give
the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their activities to
develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the financing of those systems.
The bill also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-profit body to take on the responsibility for
developing, implementing and financing a product stewardship plan. 
Access Bill 65 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Assent: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework policy and
creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and strategies. The bill also
amends the rules governing the Green Fund, which it renames the “Electrification and Climate Change Fund”,
which is to be exclusively dedicated to the financing of measures to combat climate change. Access Bill 44 text
and details of progress at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
See also the final text published in Gazette Officielle notice on February 10, 2021 at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2106-A.PDF


Keep up-to-date with the day-to-day progress of Quebec Bills at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projets-loi-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


February 17, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Assignment of temporary protection status to a territory situated in the Côte-Nord and
Saguenay–Lac-Saint-Jean regions, as Réserve de biodiversité projetée des Caribous-
Forestiers-de-Manouane-Manicouagan, for a period of four years, establishment of the
plan and the conservation plan of that area, and revocation of the plans of three
proposed biodiversity reserves
Access the protection plan under the Natural Heritage Conservation Act in the Gazette Notice
(Page: 641) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104872.pdf 


February 10, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Construction Code 
Reminder: This regulation, under the Building Act, makes numerous amendments to the Code, including
those related to requirements for plumbing, water usage, water conservation and disinfection.
Access the Gazette notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104865.pdf


QUEBEC Consultations


Committee on hearing on eco-fiscality for a green economy
Reminder: It was announced on February 10, 2021, that the Committee on Public Administration is
planning to conduct consultations entitled: “Hearing of the Ministry of the Environment and the Fight
against Climate Change on Chapter 2 of the June 2020 report of the Commissioner for Sustainable
Development on eco-fiscality, eco-conditionality and eco-responsibility for a green and responsible
economy”. The committee has not yet been convened. Access related link at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/commissions/cap/mandats/Mandat-44389/index.html


*


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


February 6, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Gas Inspection Amendment Regulations, 2021
The amendments to the Gas Inspection Act outlines applicable Codes imported by reference into the
regulations. The amendments took effect on January 28, 2021. Access Gazette Notice via:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111779
The Electrical Code Amendment Regulations, 2021
The amendments to the Electrical Inspection Act outlines applicable Codes imported by reference into
the regulations, including the incorporation of the Canadian Electrical Code and applicable portions of
the Oil and Gas Code. The amendments took effect on January 28, 2021. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111779


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Saskatchewan approves new battery recycling program
Reminder: A new recycling program for consumer batteries in Saskatchewan was launched on
January 1, 2021. The program is operated by Call2Recycle Canada Inc., a non-profit environmental
stewardship organization. For more information visit: https://www.call2recycle.ca/saskatchewan/.


*
THE TERRITORIES - No new entries for this issue


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Announcements


Head of new Indigenous committee aims for systemic change at Canada Energy Regulator
The leader of the newly-established Indigenous Advisory Committee at the Canada Energy Regulator
(CER) says he wants to fix the system of natural resource development in the country that has
previously treated First Nations, Inuit and Metis people as an “afterthought.''
Head of the Advisory Committee, Tribal Chief Tyrone McNeil, a Sto:lo member in British Columbia’s
Fraser Valley, said on February 19, that he doesn’t view it as a problem that the committee has no
decision-making power over specific projects.
McNeil said his group, made up of nine members, provides strategic advice to the energy regulator on
incorporating Indigenous Peoples in natural resource development and oversight.
CER commitments to enhance Indigenous peoples’ involvement in compliance and oversight on NGTL
2021 include:
• Partnering Indigenous Monitors with CER Inspection Officers on Compliance Verification Activities
(notably Environment Inspections);
• Providing timely updates on the project;
• Discussing monitoring, compliance planning and matters of importance to Indigenous peoples;
• Sharing information on CER’s oversight role, incidents and activities; and
• Ongoing dialogue on matters that are relevant and important to Indigenous peoples.
Access Indigenous Advisory Committee mandate and role at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/who-we-are-what-we-do/organization-structure/indigenous-advisory-committee/index.html
Access membership at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/who-we-are-what-we-do/organization-structure/indigenous-advisory-committee/biographies.html


Canada Energy Regulator – 2021–22 Departmental Plan tabled in Parliament
On February 25, 2021 the Canada Energy Regulator posted notice that its 2021-22 Departmental Plan
had been tabled in Parliament.
Access the plan at:  
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/publications-reports/departmental-plan/2021-2022/canada-energy-regulator-2021-22-departmental-plan.pdf


FEDERAL Management resources


Canadian Energy Oil And Gas: Top 5 policy and legislative developments of 2020 
On February 23, 2021, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP posted a summary of the top five legislative
developments affecting Canadian Energy Oil and Gas in 2020.
The summary including: the Federal Hydrogen Strategy aiming to make Canada a top three global
producer of clean hydrogen; the Alberta Government’s Natural Gas strategy with Alberta's plans related
to Hydrogen as well as plans to make Alberta a centre of excellence for plastic recycling; Alberta's
framework for geothermal development; the Federal government’s release of its proposed Clean Fuel
Regulations; and BC’s amendments to its contaminated sites regime.
Companion articles in this series deal with: judicial decisions, regulatory decisions, and transactions and
trends. Access at: 
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/canadian-oil-and-gas-top-20-legislative-developments


ALBERTA Announcements


Ministry posts Energy business plan
On February 25, 2021, Alberta Energy posted its latest business plan. The ministry business plan
encompasses the department and all consolidated entities, and aligns with the strategic direction of the
Government of Alberta. Each business plan includes a description of the ministry, desired outcomes, priority
initiatives, and performance measures and indicators. Current and forecast budgeting information for the
planning period is also included. Access the plan at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/6848658
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ALBERTA Announcements


Funds target cleanup on Indigenous oil and gas sites
On February 12, 2021 the governments of Alberta and Canada announced that they are targeting $100
million of federal Site Rehabilitation Program (SRP) grant funding to clean up inactive oil and gas sites in
Indigenous communities across Alberta.
A second new funding allotment will provide up to $300 million to oil and gas producers who had production in
2019 and paid for closure work in 2019 or 2020. This is the program’s largest grant period and is designed to
give contractors and licensees the funding and time to work on closure projects of all scopes and sizes -
leading to the cleanup of a significant number of oil and gas sites across the province. 
Including these two rounds, which will open to applications on February 12, $800 million in SRP grants have
been made available to eligible applicants since launching in May 2020. $310.3 million of grant funding has
been allocated to 633 Alberta-based companies for periods 1 through 4 of the program. Applications for grant
periods 5 and 6 will remain open until March 31, 2022.
As with all rounds of the Site Rehabilitation Program, only new work conducted after May 1, 2020 is eligible
for grant funding.
Access more information at:
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=77272E8DD5BBA-0A90-B43A-90B1014AA466E662


ALBERTA AER announcements


Bulletin 2021-04
Update to Survey and Mapping Requirements
Reminder: On February 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that changes have
been made to the Pipeline Rules and the Oil and Gas Conservation Rules (OGCR) that affect survey
and mapping requirements. Details were summarized in the February 15 edition of HSERA. For more
information access the bulletin at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-04.pdf


Bulletin 2021-03
New Edition of Directive 020: Well Abandonment
Reminder: On February 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a new edition of
Directive 020: Well Abandonment. Among other things,Section 5 has been updated to allow for select
routine abandonment of commingled wells that involve qualified subsurface geological strata in
corresponding geographic locations. Access bulletin at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-03.pdf


Invitation to comment on proposed revisions to Directive 067 dealing with mandatory
financial disclosure by oil companies
Reminder: On January 13, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that all oil and gas
licensees will have to provide a financial summary in addition to the existing requirement to provide
financial statements in order to maintain eligibility to hold oil and gas licenses. 
This change is to be implemented through a proposed new edition of AER Directive 067: Eligibility
Requirements for Acquiring and Holding Energy Licenses and Approvals. 
This additional requirement is part of the ongoing rollout by the AER of its new liability management
framework. Other recent developments include legislative amendments, plans to create a licensee
capability assessment and expansion of the power of the Orphan Well Association.
Access the draft Directive 067 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-01


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(NR 2021-01)
Commission advances Orphan Site Restoration 
On February 16, 2021, BC’s Oil and Gas Commission issued a news release summarizing initiatives
and advances in its orphan site restoration program. Access the summary at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-advances-orphan-site-restoration-nr-2021-01/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-07) 
Commission posts updates to the Application Management System (AMS) 
On February 23, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission released the latest updates to its Application
Management System (AMS). Among other things, a new question has been added to the “Changes in
and about a Stream” application for notification under s.39 of the Water Sustainability Regulation as per
INDB 2021-06 (below).
An AMS March 2021 Release Guide that further explains these changes, will be available by March 9,
2021 on the Commission’s website at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/energy-professionals/application-documentation/ams-system-guidance/
The changes take effect on March 9, 2021. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-application-management-system-indb-2021-07/


(INDB 2021-06) 
New Habitat Officer designation will allow ‘changes in and about a stream’
applications to be submitted directly through the BC OGC’s AMS
On February 22, 2021, BC Oil and Gas Commission staff received a new designation from the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) under the
province’s Water Sustainability Regulation (WSR).
Pursuant to 36(1) of the WSR, the Commission now has staff designated as Habitat Officers. As a result,
applicants proposing activities constituting an “authorized change”, per section 39 of the WSR, can
submit their notification(s) directly to the Commission.
In order to submit a notification of change in and about a stream to the Commission, applicants must
submit a “Changes in and about a stream application” through the Commission’s Application
Management System (AMS). Applicants must indicate in the Application Description section of AMS that
the application meets the requirements for notification under section 39 of the WSR. In addition,
applicants will need to upload a project description that states how their activities are consistent with an
authorized change set out in section 39 of the WSR, including relevant conditions.
Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-staff-receive-new-habitat-officer-designation-indb-2021-06/


(INDB 2021-05) 
Adoption of Local Magnitude Determination as measure of seismicity
Reminder: On February 10, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission gave notice that it has adopted the
local magnitude determination methodology - outlined by Babaie Mahani and Kao, 2020 - as the
magnitude standard for northeast BC and for regulatory decisions.
The adoption of a local magnitude standard and the recent deployment of additional seismograph
stations in northeast BC, reflects the Commission’s commitment to a continual focus on research and
understanding of induced seismicity. 
An extended abstract on this subject has been published in the CSEG RECORDER at:
https://csegrecorder.com/articles/view/determination-of-local-magnitude-for-induced-earthquakes-in-the-wcsb.
Access the Bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/adoption-of-local-magnitude-determination-indb-2021-05/


(INDB 2021-04) 
Commission recommends operators review site and systems cyber security  
Reminder: In response to a number of cyber-security breaches recently recorded in the US, on
February 4, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission issued a strong recommendation that all industry
operators review the recommendations contained within the following key documents:
• CSA Z246.1, Security Management for Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry Systems; 
• The NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Guide to Industrial Control Systems (ICS) Security;


and 
• ANSI/CAN/UL 2900-1:2017, Software Cybersecurity for Network-Connectable Products.
Access bulletin at: 


https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-recommends-operators-review-site-and-systems-security-practices-indb-2021-04/


*
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MANITOBA - No new entries for this issue
*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR Assembly - Orders-in-Council


Amendments introduce transitional OH&S Regulations covering offshore installations  
Reminder: Under Order in Council (2020-284 ) the following regulations (filed December 23, 2020), are
adopted: 


(a)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health 
and Safety Transitional Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020;


(b)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional 
Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020; and


(c)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations 
(Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020.


Access the Order at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/annualregs/2020/nr200089.htm


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed amendments to Ontario Regulation 245/97 to regulate compressed air
energy storage in porous rock reservoirs and make other amendments to reference
more current standards for the regulated sector
ER0 # 019-2935; Proposed Regulation under the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.12; Posted by Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry on January 19, 2021; Comment deadline: March 5, 2021.
The Ministry is seeking feedback on proposed regulatory changes that would ensure compressed air
energy storage projects using porous rock reservoirs are regulated, by making them subject to the Oil, Gas
and Salt Resources Act. Other technical and administrative changes to the regulation and associated
standards are also proposed. If approved, the effective date of these changes would be July 1, 2021.
Access full details from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2935


• Proposal to amend the Planning Act, 1990 to apply Hydro One’s electricity
transmission project exemptions to all transmitters
ER0 # 019-3034; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 26, 2021;Comment deadline: March 12, 2021.
This is an invitation to comment on a ENDM proposal to amend the Planning Act,1990 to apply Hydro One’s
electricity transmission project exemption to all transmitters whose transmission projects undergo
Comprehensive or Streamlined Environmental Assessment processes.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3034


• Proposed Revision to Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Leave to Construct Cost Threshold
for Hydrocarbon Pipelines
ER0 # 019-3041; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The Ministry is proposing to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon pipelines that require Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval through its Leave to Construct process from $2 million to $10 million. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3041
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• Proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 (Definitions and Exemptions) under the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 to exempt certain electricity transmission projects
from Section 92 (Leave to Construct) approval
ER0 # 019-3038; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The government is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 to exempt certain electricity transmission
projects that are not expected to have a significant ratepayer impact from the requirement to obtain Section
92 (electricity Leave to Construct) approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3038
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines is reviewing Ontario’s long-
term energy planning framework with a view to implementing a new, more transparent,
predictable, and reliable planning process
ER0 # 019-3007; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 27, 2021;Comment deadline: April 27, 2021.
The government is proposing to refocus Ontario’s long-term energy planning framework to increase the
effectiveness, transparency and accountability of energy decision-making in Ontario by empowering
independent, agency-led planning through organizations such as the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). To achieve this objective, the ministry is considering
revoking the provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 related to long term energy plans, implementation
directives and implementation plans. ENDM is also considering whether the IESO and the OEB have the
appropriate mandates and authorities to undertake an expanded planning and resource acquisition role.
This could include the development of a new approval or review process for certain types of government
policy-decisions. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3007


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


New energy projects to reduce methane emissions
Reminder: The Saskatchewan Government recently announced support for three new projects that
will reduce methane emissions.
The projects qualify for the Saskatchewan Petroleum Innovation Incentive (SPII) and the Oil and Gas
Processing Investment Incentive (OGPII). Full details at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/january/26/new-energy-projects-to-reduce-methane-emissions


Standards, codes and guidelines
FEDERAL Environmental Quality guidelines


• Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
On February 9, 2021, the federal government posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. 
FEQGs set a concentration so that if a given chemical is at or below the FEQG threshold, there is low
likelihood of direct adverse effects from the chemical on aquatic life exposed via the water or
sediment, or where chemicals may bioaccumulate, in wildlife (birds and mammals) that consume
aquatic life.
FEQGs for soil and groundwater are chemical remediation values used to assess and help manage in-
place contaminants at contaminated sites. FEQGs do not generally address cumulative exposures or
additive effects with other chemicals. As a result, more stringent targets may be useful for certain
substances, for example in the risk management phase. FEQGs are based on the toxicological
effects, that is, the hazard of specific chemical substances or groups of substances.
The use of FEQGs is voluntary unless prescribed by regulation or binding agreements. Though they
may be applied as intermediate values in calculations, FEQGs are neither effluent limits, nor are they
"never-to-be-exceeded" values.
According to the government, FEQGs may be used directly as evaluation tools in environmental
monitoring to assess whether ambient concentrations of pollutants may pose risks to aquatic life. In
addition, they may also be used as risk management tools and performance measures. As well, they
provide a science-based starting point to derive site-specific effluent limits and risk management
targets.
An updated webpage outlining both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be
accessed at:


https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html
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FEDERAL CCME guidelines


CCME issues progress report Canada-wide standards for mercury emissions from coal-
fired electric power generation plants
On February 12, 2021, the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted a
progress report on the development of Canada-wide standards for mercury emissions from coal-fired
electric power generation plants.
In 2006 CCME endorsed Canada-wide Standards for Mercury Emissions from Coal-fired Electric Power
Generation Plants (CWS). The CWS set targeted caps for each signatory jurisdiction for the year 2010.
This report presents information for 2015-2016 on the attainment of 2010 emissions caps under the
CWS. Access at: https://www.ccme.ca/en/resources/air/index.html


CCME issues guidance document on achievement determination for Canadian Ambient
Air Quality Standards for ozone
Access the document at:
https://www.ccme.ca/files/Resources/air/GDAD%20for%20Ozone%20CAAQS%20EN.pdf 


Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards 


• New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021. See associated safety advisory
at: https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


• New standard for dangerous goods training will be incorporated by reference to Part 6
of TDG Regulations
Reminder: As reported earlier in HSERA, Transport Canada is currently moving forward with
regulatory work to support the incorporation of the first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency” into Part 6 of the TDG Regulations.
The standard requires that all persons who handle, offer for transport or transport dangerous goods be
provided with general awareness training and be assessed. Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Users can now
log into Communities of Interest and register to find the TDG View Access site at:
https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access


CSA and ISO standards update


• ISO 20024 - Solid biofuels — Safe handling and storage of solid biofuel pellets in
commercial and industrial applications
ISO 20024-2020 provides principles and requirements for safe handling and storage of solid biofuels
pellets in commercial and industrial applications. Contact: anahita.jami@csagroup.org
Review start date: Jan 14, 2021. Review end date: March 14, 2021.
Review draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4055


• Z259.2.2 - Self-retracting devices re: fall-protection systems (amendment)
This Standard specifies the requirements for all self-retracting devices (SRDs) used as connecting
components in fall-protection systems. SRDs are further classified in this Standard according to
method of use. Additionally, the Standard outlines requirements for marking products and providing
instructions that will inform the worker of performance limitations, inspection, maintenance, and
hazards associated with misuse. Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. 
Review start date: February 9, 2021. Review end date: April 10, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4097
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CSA and ISO standards update (continued)


• ISO 13857 - Safety of machinery - Safety distances to prevent hazard zones being reached
by upper and lower limbs (New Edition)
This document establishes values for safety distances in both industrial and non-industrial
environments to prevent machinery hazard zones being reached. The safety distances are
appropriate for protective structures. It also gives information about distances to impede free access
by the lower limbs. Because it is not practical to specify safety distances for all persons, the values
presented are intended to cover the 95th percentile of the population. Contact:
andrea.holbeche@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 9, 2021. Review end date: April 10, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4098


• CSA Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 12, 2021. Review end date: April 13, 2021.
Review table of contents and access Draft (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4108


• Implementation Guideline for CSA Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 12, 2021. Review end date: April 13, 2021.
Review table of contents and access Draft (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4107


• W210 - Prioritization of flood risk in existing communities (new standard)
This Standard outlines voluntary guidance associated with a flood hazard and vulnerability screening
framework. The purpose of the screening framework is to aid in the process of prioritizing flood risk-
reduction work within existing communities. This Standard provides: a guide to users; references to
related publications; definitions for use in the standard; a description of flood mechanisms; context of
climate change considerations; approaches to prioritizing flood resilience works; and an overview of
possible best practices. Contact: brian.zupancic@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 10, 2021. Review end date: April 10, 2021.
Review table of contents and access Draft (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4102


• Drinking water treatment systems (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard covers drinking water treatment systems that are (a) point-of-use or point-
of-entry plumbed systems; and (b) point-of-use non-plumbed systems.
Note: Drinking water treatment systems covered by this Standard are intended to be used for the
reduction or inactivation of harmful substances that can be present in drinking water.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org. Review start date: January 10, 2021; Review end date: 
March 8, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043


• CSA Environmental DNA (eDNA) Reporting Requirements and Terminology Standard
Reminder: This Standard applies to appropriate reporting of information regarding the conduct of
eDNA biological surveys or assessments. The Standard is intended for use, among others, by
industrial proponents that have activities with potential ecological impacts on natural systems,
particularly aquatic systems, and whose development depends on social and regulatory acceptance
of transparent science-based studies of natural ecosystems in the interest of accurately
understanding and describing project-related effects.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; 
Review end date: March 8, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4042’
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Workplace environment 
health and safety
INTERNATIONAL Notices


EPA registers copper surfaces for residual use protection against Coronavirus
On February 10, 2021, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that certain copper alloys
provide long-term effectiveness against viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 
As a result of EPA’s approval, products containing these copper alloys can now be sold and distributed in the US
with claims that they kill certain viruses that come into contact with them. This is the first product with residual
claims against viruses to be registered for use nationwide. Testing to demonstrate this effectiveness was
conducted on harder-to-kill viruses.
Release at: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-registers-copper-surfaces-residual-use-against-coronavirus


FEDERAL Legislature


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading: February 17, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend the Canada Labour
Code (compassionate care leave) provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement
leave to which an employee is entitled and to expand eligibility for the leave to include employees who,
at the time a family member dies, are on compassionate care leave or leave related to critical illness in
respect of the deceased person. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Gazette notices


February 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Accessible Transportation for Persons with Disabilities Regulations
and the Canadian Transportation Agency Designated Provisions Regulations: SOR/2021-9
This proposal aims to address minor errors, omissions and inconsistencies in order to ensure clarity
and certainty in both the interpretation and the application of the Accessible Transportation for Persons
with Disabilities Regulations (ATPDR). The proposed amendments will also ensure that Canadian
Transportation Agency (CTA) orders related to accessibility continue to be enforceable through
Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMPs). Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-02-17/html/sor-dors9-eng.html


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Accessible Canada Regulations
Reminder: The proposed Regulations would operationalize the planning and reporting requirements in
the Accessible Canada Act (ACA) and establish a framework to promote compliance with accessibility
requirements in entities under federal jurisdiction.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/reg2-eng.html


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Accessible Transportation Planning and Reporting Regulations
Reminder: Within two years of the coming into force of the ACA, the Canadian Transportation Agency
(CTA) is required to create a set of accessibility regulations directed at transportation service providers
(TSPs) within the federal transportation system.
Specifically, the ACA requires TSPs to create plans, feedback processes, and progress reports, thereby
enabling persons with disabilities to raise accessibility issues with TSPs and to hold TSPs accountable
for the creation of a barrier-free federal transportation network.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/reg1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Gazette notices


February 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 21
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. The stipulations, now in effect, are
backed by a series of administrative monetary penalties applicable to both individuals and companies
and outlined in the notice.
With this Order, the Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19,
No. 20, made on February 1, 2021, is repealed.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl4


February 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-19. The
O-I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and
Other Obligations): https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-
eng.html#dc1


FEDERAL Management resources


McCarthy Tetrault posts COVID-19 Recovery And Re-opening tracker
The regularly-updated resource summarizes the recovery and re-opening measures which have been
announced to date in each jurisdiction across Canada. 
Access at: https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/articles/covid-19-recovery-and-re-opening-tracker


COVID-19 Alert app updated
On February 9, 2021, the Minister of Health and the Minister of Digital Government announced updates to
the COVID Alert app, to help measure its uptake, performance and effectiveness in limiting the spread of
COVID-19. Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2021/02/covid-alert-updated-to-help-evaluate-its-effectiveness-in-reducing-the-spread-of-covid-19.html


User statistics are expected to be published on Canada.ca/COVIDAlert in spring 2021. 


FEDERAL Consultations


Health Canada consulting on the Consumer Product Exclusion in the Hazardous Products Act 
Health Canada’s Workplace Hazardous Materials Bureau is currently examining the consumer products
exclusion under the Hazardous Products Act (HPA). Specifically, Health Canada is looking to engage
stakeholders and partners to understand concerns, if any, that the consumer product exclusion may pose
from a workers’ protection perspective. A survey was provided to Responsible Distribution® Canada (RDC)
on February 9, 2021, for dissemination to its members. Access survey at: http://whmis.org/survey/ 
The deadline for submitting commentary and recommendations is March 23, 2021.
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FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Roadcheck set for May 4-6 to focus on lighting and Hours of Service compliance
Reminder: The Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) set May 4-6 as the dates for this year’s
International Roadcheck. Over that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle inspectors in jurisdictions
throughout Canada, Mexico and the US will conduct inspections on commercial motor vehicles and
drivers. Release: https://www.cvsa.org/news/2021-international-roadcheck/


*
ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill


amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation Act.
Proposed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act include:


- removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites with multiple
employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;


- allowing OH&S officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before starting an investigation;
- clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents; and
- clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals to make it easier to follow so that serious health and


safety concerns can be resolved more quickly.
Proposed changes to the Workers’ Compensation Act include:


- reinstating an insurable earnings cap for injured and ill workers; and
- limiting presumptive coverage for psychological injuries to firefighters, police officers, peace officers, correctional


officers, paramedics and emergency dispatchers.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Recent COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 24, 2021, the Government of Alberta announced the new Working Parents Benefit, a one-time
payment to help with the costs of child care to help alleviate financial pressures during COVID-19. 


• On February 8, 2021, the Government of Alberta started Step 1 of Alberta’s four-step framework to ease
restrictions: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7723016285A7D-C37A-727E-83C1BAE3890EAF25


ALBERTA Management resources


Updated resources:
• COVID-19 incidents - Reporting to Alberta Occupational Health and Safety:


https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-19
• COVID-19 publications by industry: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-03


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect, amends 34
provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act) addressing issues related to: occupational health
and safety investigations and convictions; workers’ compensation benefits; the powers of
WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal
Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
Access WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0


BRITISH COLUMBIA Recent COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 5, 2021, the Government announced the launch of the Skills Training for Economic Recovery program
to support people affected by COVID-19: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021AEST0010-000211
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


March 3 public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that it will be holding a virtual public
hearing on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. 
The hearing will be streamed live on March 3, 2021, in two sessions. The first will take place from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and the second from 3 to 5 p.m. Further information on how to view or participate will
be posted on the WorkSafeBC website at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/march-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr-march-5-21 


Access the following proposed amendments, along with explanatory notes, at:
http://www.worksafebcmedia.com/enews/prrd/2021-03-ohsr/2021-03-ohsr.html
Parts 1, 5, 22, and 23 — Flammable and combustible liquids
Part 6 — Hazardous drugs
Part 7 — Ionizing radiation — Dose limits for lens of the eye
Part 20 — Concrete pump operators
Part 26 — Arborists
Part 26 — Forestry operations and similar activities (Logging truck load securement)
Housekeeping amendments to parts 14, 24, 25, and 31.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Guideline updates


New and revised Occupational Health and Safety Regulation guidelines
On February 11, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the following proposed updates, additions and
revisions to its OH&S guidelines, as follows:
Guidelines — Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Part 8 Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment


G8.33(2)-1 Approved respirators (revised)
Part 12 Tools, Machinery and Equipment


G12.20 Reach distance to overhead power transmission parts (revised)
G12.28(3) Emergency stopping devices (revised)
G12.29 Power presses, brake presses, and shears (revised)
G12.56 (and 4.3(1)&(2)) Powder actuated tools – Use and service in accordance with 
manufacturer’s instruction (retired)
G12.120 Reverse gas flow and flashback prevention (revised)


Part 20 Construction, Excavation and Demolition
G20.123 Alternate acceptable standard (new)


New and revised guidelines are posted for a 60-day preliminary period, during which time the
stakeholder community may comment and request revisions.
Links for the above guidelines can be accessed via the WorkSafeBC update page at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/updates-decisions?year=2021&tag=Guideline%20Update


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


Technical Safety BC announces fee increases for 2021-2023
On February 16, 2021, Technical Safety BC announced impending fee increases for a number of its
services. In addition, a general 2% increase in fees will be applied beginning May 17, 2021. To
access updated fee schedules for 2021- 2023, visit the ‘fee changes page’ at: 
https://www.technicalsafetybc.ca/about/stakeholder-engagement/fee-changes-2021-2023


*
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017
recommendations of the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Compensation - For calculating compensation, maximum annual earnings are set at $150,000. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. 
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


Related consultations: The WorkSafeBC Board approved policy changes in advance of stakeholder consultations to
ensure workers’ compensation policies align with the amended Act. WorkSafeBC has released two discussion papers on
these newly-revised policies to identify whether further policy changes are necessary.
The discussion papers, revised policies, and information on how to provide feedback can be accessed as follows:
Consultation on Bill 23 — Permanent partial disability benefits at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits
Consultation on Bill 23 — Retirement age determinations at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations
Comment deadline: April 16, 2021. 


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now referred
to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made
by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious,
or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The Workers
Compensation Act (see Bill 18 above). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


*


NEW BRUNSWICK Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 19, An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act: Second Reading: December 9,
2020. In Committee: February 2, 2021. Access minor amendment at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm
• Bill 20, An Act to Amend the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission
and Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal Act: Second Reading: December 8, 2020. In
Committee: February 2, 2021. The Bill makes minor administrative and text changes. Access the text
of this Private Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm
• Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Industrial Relations Act. Royal Assent: December 18, 2020.


The Bill deals with arbitration matters re: firefighters and police officers. Access the text of this Private
Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-21-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK Announcements


Province introduces updated sample incident reporting procedure
Reminder: On January 4, 2021, WorkSafeNB has updated its Sample Incident Reporting Procedure
for New Brunswick workplaces. Stakeholders are invited to customize their incident reporting
procedures to meet the needs of individual workplaces. Learn more about incident reporting and
return-to-work requirements and best practices at worksafenb.ca. 
Release: https://www.worksafenb.ca/about-us/news-and-events/news/2021/new-updated-sample-incident-reporting-procedure-for-new-brunswick-workplaces/


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Gazette Notices


February 19, 2021, The Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Labour Standards Regulation sets minimum wage rates  
The Regulation sets the minimum wage in the province at $12.50 per hour, and overtime rates at a minimum
of $18.75 per hour - effective April 1, 2021. Increases are also stipulated for future time periods. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210219.pdf


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Orders-in-Council


Amendments introduce transitional OH&S Regulations covering offshore marine
installations  
Reminder: Under Order in Council (2020-284) the following regulations (filed December 23, 2020), are
adopted: 


(a)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Occupational Health
and Safety Transitional Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020;
(b)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Marine Installations and Structures Transitional
Regulations (Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020; and
(c)  Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Area Diving Operations Safety Transitional Regulations
(Canada) as they exist on December 31, 2020.
Access the Order at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/legislation/sr/annualregs/2020/nr200089.htm


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


January 29, 2021, Royal Gazette
Province amends the Accessibility Act General Regulations
The regulation, NS Reg.3/2021m sets out dates for prescribed public sector bodies to meet their
obligations under the Accessibility Act. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-01-29.pdf 


*
ONTARIO Legislature


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Second Reading:
February 25, 2021. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an
unexpected increase in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums, while maintaining
an increase to the maximum earnings cap for worker benefits. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 247, Paid Personal Emergency Leave Now Act, 2021. First Reading: February 17, 2021.
The Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to require employers to provide personal
emergency leave to their employees. Currently, sections 50, 50.0.1 and 50.0.2 of the Act provide for
sick leave, family responsibility leave and bereavement leave. These sections are repealed and
replaced with a new section 50 which provides for personal emergency leave. This new personal
emergency leave provision provides up to 10 paid days of leave per year for personal illnesses,
injuries or medical emergencies and illnesses, injuries, medical emergencies and certain urgent
matters experienced by specified family members.
Access Bill 247 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-247


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. First Reading: February 16, 2021. The Bill would
amend The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on or after January 1, 2005 to
be equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. The
amendments require drivers of those school buses to actuate the overhead amber signal-lights when
beginning to slow down for the purpose of stopping to receive or discharge children or adults with
developmental disabilities and to actuate the red signal-lights and school bus stop arm as soon as the
bus is stopped. Consequential amendments are also made. Access Bill 246 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246
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ONTARIO Management resources


Ontario issues update to required COVID-19 Workplace Screening Practices  
On February 10, 2021, the Ontario Office of the Chief Medical Officer of Health quietly issued an
updated and more developed workplace COVID-19 Screening Tool for Businesses and Workers.
Access the updated tool at:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/covid19-cms-assets/2021-02/ENScreening%20-%20WorkerFeb10-v3.pdf


New and updated COVID-19 resources for workplaces on Ontario.ca
• New COVID-19 Safety Checklist for Workplaces helps with creating or reviewing COVID-19


Workplace Safety Plans. Checklist also available in Simplified and Traditional Chinese. Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-safety-checklist-workplaces?mc_cid=4d2fb1fcbc&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Set of three workplace posters now available in 19 languages to print and post, to help remind
workers and clients about safe behavior during COVID-19, in languages appropriate for every
business. Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/resources-prevent-covid-19-workplace?mc_cid=4d2fb1fcbc&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b#section-4


ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders
The following recently-published measures and orders are issued under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act. 
Note that, in response to COVID-19, these Orders are frequently changed in minor details to respond to changes in the progress
of the pandemic. Keep up to date by consulting the e-laws pages at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws
Published on e-Laws: February 19, 2021
O. Reg. 129/21: Extension of Orders
This regulation extends various deadlines made under section 7.0.8 of the Act covering: enforcement; evictions;
and stay-at-home orders until March 8, 2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21129


The following recently-published Regulations and Orders under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19)
Act, 2020, reflect the Ontario government’s rapidly-changing requirements for businesses regarding maintaining health and
safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. Note that, in response to COVID-19, these Orders are frequently changed in minor
details to respond to changes in the progress of the pandemic. Keep up-to-date by consulting the e-laws pages at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws
O. Reg. 128/21: Stages of reopening
Published on e-Laws: February 19, 2021, the regulation designates public health unit areas subject to
Red Zone of Stage 2 and the Orange Zone of Stage 3. The regulation took effect on February 22,
2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21128
O. Reg. 127/21: Rules for areas in Stage 2
Published on e-Laws: February 19, 2021, the regulation amends requirements related to child care
and teaching in post-secondary institutions. 
Access details at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21127
O. Reg. 126/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1 
Published on e-Laws: February 19, 2021, the regulation outlines social distancing requirements
related to examination halls and fitting rooms. This Regulation comes into force on February 19,
2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21126
O. Reg. 123/21: Extension of Orders 
Published on e-Laws: February 18, 2021, this regulation amends Section 1 of Ontario Regulation 458/20 by
striking out “February 19, 2021” at the end and substituting March 21, 2021. Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21123
O. Reg. 115/21: Rules for areas in Stage 3 - safety plan requirements
Reminder: Published on e-Laws: February 12, 2021, the regulation outlines requirements for
businesses in Stage 3 to implement a safety plan. Among other things:
• the safety plan shall describe the measures and procedures which have been implemented or will be


implemented in the business to reduce the transmission risk of COVID-19; 
• the safety plan shall describe how the requirements of this Order will be implemented in the location


including by screening, physical distancing, masks or face coverings, cleaning and disinfecting of
surfaces and objects and the wearing of personal protective equipment; and


• the safety plan shall be in writing and shall be made available to any person for review on request.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21115
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ONTARIO COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 18, 2021 the Government announced the launch of new health and safety education
campaigns, with a particular focus on helping small businesses across the province reopen safely:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60387/ontario-launches-education-campaign-to-help-workplaces-reopen-safely


• On February 18, 2021 the Government announced $2.5 million in funding to Facedrive Inc. to
accelerate the deployment of its wearable contact tracing technology: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60375/ontario-investing-in-wearable-contact-tracing-technology-to-help-protect-workers-from-covid-19


ONTARIO Consultations


Province consulting on Working at Heights Training Standards
Reminder: On January 25, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development
(MLTSD) posted notice on the province’s Regulatory Registry that it is conducting a review of the
Working at Heights training program and provider standards. Comment deadline: March 11, 2021. 
Access the Registry posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=7fyuhTh7rH7cgjWZXZg-LkX?language=en&postingId=35988


Proposed changes to Pre-Start Health and Safety Review requirements for factories
Reminder: On January 20, 2021, the MLTSD posted a proposal on the Regulatory Register outlining its
plans to amend section 7 of the Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) which requires
that a pre-start health and safety review (PSR) be carried out on certain machinery, protective elements,
structures and processes in factories before they are put into service for the first time or if modifications
are needed. Consultation deadline: March 11, 2021. Download the 2021 Consultation Paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35907&attachmentId=47358


First Aid modernization proposals - consultations extended to March 11
On January 8, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted a
proposal to transfer the responsibility for workplace first aid from the Workplace Safety and Insurance
Board (WSIB) to MLTSD. Comment deadline: March 11, 2021. Access the discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35867&attachmentId=47296


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 10, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting industrial
accidents and occupational diseases in order to, among other things:
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a work training period under the responsibility of an educational
institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;
• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the


adapted equipment, health services, medicines and other pharmaceutical products to which a worker
who suffers an employment injury is entitled; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
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On February 2, 2021, the Committee on Labour and the Economy tabled its report on Special
consultations on Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Access the
report along with the full text of Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html
Access related analysis: Occupational Health And Safety Legislation In Quebec: New Realities And Challenges For
Employers by Natalie Bussière, Francis Laperrière Racine, and Sarah Rohmann; Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP at:
https://www.blakes.com/insights/bulletins/2020/occupational-health-and-safety-legislation-in-quebec-new-realities-and-challenges-for-employers


QUEBEC Gazette Notices


February 10, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Flashing Green Light Regulation
Reminder: This regulation, under the Highway Safety Code, provides rules whereby a firefighter may be
authorized to use a flashing green light on a vehicle. Access the Gazette notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104869.pdf


QUEBEC COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 25, 2021, the Minister of Tourism announced the Action Plan for Responsible and
Sustainable Tourism:
https://www.quebec.ca/nouvelles/actualites/details/plan-daction-pour-un-tourisme-responsable-et-durable-30-m-afin-de-propulser-le-tourisme-de-demain/


• On February 19, 2021, the Government of Québec announced the easing of public health measures
for single individuals and their children, if necessary, in the red and orange zones effective February
26, 2021: https://www.quebec.ca/nouvelles/actualites/details/pandemie-de-la-covid-19-une-personne-seule-pourra-se-joindre-a-un-groupe-stable-des-le-26-fevrier/


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act. Access pdf
of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf
Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices 


December 31, 2020, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II 
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020
Reminder: Revised Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, under the province’s
Employment Act, were published on December 31, 2020. The Regulations - summarized previously in
HSERA - feature annexed tables outlining miscellanous requirements, including those related to
Occupational Exposure Limits; minimum training requirements for trained operator of powered mobile 
equipment; activities that constitute high hazard work; asbestos processes; and first aid services.
The Regulations are outlined in the Saskatchewan Gazette, starting on page 929. Download a pdf of
the Gazette Notice by clicking the gazette icon at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111318


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Province standardizing workplace requirements under the new OHS regulations
Reminder: On February 3, 2021, the government reported more details of its amendments to The
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations aimed at standardizing the workplace requirements for
first aid kits based on the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standard 22110-17 guidelines. 
In addition, amendments were also made to the regulations that include:
• bringing workers doing seismic exploration under the blasting requirements of the regulations;
• consolidating The Occupational Health and Safety (Prime Contractor) Regulations and The


Occupational Health and Safety (Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) Regulations
into The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020; and


• making housekeeping changes to ensure the language of the regulations is clear. 
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Saskatchewan standardizing workplace requirements under the new OHS regulations
(continued)


The following personal protective standards have also been adopted but did not require an
amendment to the regulations:
• protective headwear (CSA Z94.1 2015);
• eye and face protection (CSA Z94.3 2015);
• protective footwear (CSA Z195-14);
• hearing protection (CSA Z94.2-14); and
• personal flotation devices (must be labelled as approved by Transport Canada or other recognized 
maritime authority).


The amended regulations and the new standards for personal protective equipment will come into
effect on April 1, 2021. A copy of the full regulations is available at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download
Release:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/03/standardized-personal-protective-equipment-increases-workplace-safety-and-encourages-economic-growth


SASKATCHEWAN Management Resources


Province posts resource to assist employers conducting a hazard assessment and
developing an exposure control plan 
In February 2021 WorkSafe Saskatchewan posted a comprehensive series of checklists to help
employers develop a COVID-19 hazard assessment and exposure control plan.
In order to limit exposure to COVID-19, all employers are required to develop and implement an
exposure control plan for their workplace. Section 85 of the Government of Saskatchewan’s
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations specifies the informational elements that must be
included in the exposure control plan based on the hierarchy of controls.
Access the resource at:
https://www.worksafesask.ca/covid-19/conducting-a-hazard-assessment-and-developing-an-exposure-control-plan/


SASKATCHEWAN COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 3, 2021 the Government announced amendments to The Employment Standards
Regulations. The amendments seek to extend job protection to employees who are absent from work
as a result of an illness, self-isolation or because of an underlying health condition which makes them
susceptible to COVID-19:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/03/ensuring-job-protection-for-employees-accessing-benefits-under-the-federal-recovery-program 


*
THE TERRITORIES 


NWT  -  Compliance reminders
New workplace First Aid requirements 
Reminder: Amendments to Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Regulations in the Northwest
Territories, which came into effect on January 1, 2021, give employers one year to update first aid kits
at their work sites, by January 1, 2022. The amendments include new rules requiring first aid risk
assessments to help employers determine the quantity and type of first aid kits needed at work sites
and the level of training and number of first aid attendants needed on site in compliance with the
requirements of the amended OHS Regulations and the referenced Canadian Standards Association
(CSA) First Aid standards. Access release at: 
https://wscc.nt.ca/news/media-release-new-first-aid-requirements-workplaces-northwest-territories


THE TERRITORIES COVID-19 initiatives


• On February 25, 2021 the Yukon Government extended and expanded several COVID-19 economic
programs to support Yukon businesses. The Yukon Business Relief Program will relaunch on April 1.
Yukon businesses that previously benefitted from the program can reapply for additional support until
September 30, 2021: https://yukon.ca/en/news/covid-19-supports-yukon-businesses-continue
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*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


February 27, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-66-03-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
1613243-56-3.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl1


February 27, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-87-03-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
34354-45-5.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl2


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for a substance — methane,
dimethoxy- (dimethoxymethane)
Reminder: Dimethoxymethane (CAS # 109-87-5), was identified as a priority for assessment on the
basis of other human health concerns. However, on the basis of the information presented in this
screening assessment, it is concluded that dimethoxymethane does not meet the criteria under
paragraph 64(c) of CEPA as it is not entering the environment in a quantity or concentration or under
conditions that constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life or health.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne4


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for a substance — phenol, 2-(1-
methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro- (dinoseb)
Reminder: The government is proposing to implement an environmental performance agreement
(EPA) for the substance: phenol, 2-(1-methylpropyl)-4,6-dinitro-, Chemical Abstracts Service Registry
Number 88-85-7, referred to as dinoseb. The proposed  EPA outlines a recommended code of practice
or best management practices for managing the substance. If this is not feasible, a pollution prevention
planning Notice under section 56 of CEPA may be considered.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne5


February 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of four substances of the Protein Derivatives and Yeast
Extract Group 
Reminder: Draft Screening Assessment – Protein Derivatives and Yeast Extract Chemical Abstracts
Service Registry Numbers: 8013-01-2; 9015-54-7; 92113-31-0; and 111174-63-1.
On the basis of the information presented in this draft screening assessment, it is proposed to
conclude that yeast extract, protein hydrolyzates, collagen hydrolyzates and isostearoyl hydrolyzed
collagen do not meet the criteria under paragraph 64(c) of CEPA as they are not entering the
environment in a quantity or concentration or under conditions that constitute or may constitute a
danger in Canada to human life or health. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne3


- end -
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Environmental regulation & compliance
INTERNATIONAL  COP 26


2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference - October 31, 2021 - November 12, 2021
COP 26 ends with Glasgow Climate Pact agreement to ‘phase down’ coal
After extending the COP26 climate negotiations an extra day, nearly 200 countries meeting in Glasgow, Scotland,
adopted on November 13, 2021, an outcome document that, according to the UN Secretary-General, “reflects the
interests, the contradictions, and the state of political will in the world today”.
The outcome document, known as the Glasgow Climate Pact, calls on 197 countries to report their progress
towards more climate ambition next year, at COP27, set to take place in Egypt.
The Pact is the first ever climate deal to explicitly plan to reduce coal, the worst fossil fuel for greenhouse gases.
The deal also presses for more urgent emission cuts and promises more money for developing countries - to help
them adapt to climate impacts.
But a commitment to phase out coal that was included in earlier negotiation drafts led to a dramatic finish after
India and China led opposition to it. In the end, countries agreed to "phase down" rather than "phase out" coal.


Highlights of COP 26 


• Canada ups its Nationally Determined Contribution
Months ahead of COP26, Canada announced its new ambitious target of reducing emissions to 40-45% below
2005 levels by 2030. Canada’s enhanced Paris target will help Canada achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.  
The Government has also created legislation (The Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act) that will
formalize Canada’s commitment to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and will legally bind the Government to
a process toward that objective. The net-zero legislation will require the Government of Canada to set emissions
reduction targets for milestones at five-year intervals for the years 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. It will also
require the Government to report to Parliament with plans to reach these targets, short-term progress on
implementation and effectiveness, and a final assessment at each target date.


• Canada commits to cap on oil and gas sector emissions
On November 1, 2021, at the COP26 summit in Glasgow, Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, announced Canada will
impose a hard cap on emissions from the oil and gas sector. In a letter to the government's net-zero advisory
board, Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault and Natural Resources Minister Jonathan Wilkinson say they
need the board's help to craft the new sector emission cap.
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Highlights of COP 26 (continued from front page)


• Trudeau touts a minimum global price on emissions
Speaking at the COP26 plenary, Trudeau also floated the idea of establishing a minimum global price on
emissions to level the playing field for countries like Canada that have levied taxes on emissions-intensive fuel
sources to shift consumers to cleaner energy.
He said Canada pushed through a carbon price "despite stiff political opposition" and a year-long battle in the
courts because "the science is clear — we must do more, faster."
That tax is expected to increase dramatically to $170 a tonne by the end of the decade, which will make it one of
the world's highest carbon prices.
Environment Minister, Steven Guilbeault, said if the world doesn't press ahead with some sort of standard carbon-
pricing program, Canada would consider levying a border adjustment mechanism, which would impose taxes on
products from countries that don't have robust climate plans.


• Canada to end financial support for oilpatch companies to grow internationally
On November 4, 2021, the federal government announced that it will cut subsidies to help oil and natural gas
companies operate and expand outside the country by the end of next year. The United States, New Zealand and
Costa Rica are also among a total of 24 countries signing the international pledge to stop public financing for most
overseas oil and gas projects by next year, though many of the world's leading backers of those projects declined
to sign on.


• Banks and financial institutions’ pledge of $130 trillion to support ‘net-zero’ 
Banks and other financial institutions took over COP26’s main stage on November 3, 2021, as companies
holding assets totaling more than $130 trillion committed to hit net-zero emissions by 2050. Under the auspices of
the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, a coalition led by UN special envoy, Mark Carney, the industry has
pledged to shift trillions of dollars away from fossil fuels as part of a global effort to keep temperatures below the
catastrophic level. “Only mainstream finance can fund the estimated $100 trillion of investment needed over the
course of the next three decades,” Carney said. 


• IFRS to consolidate an accounting framework for companies’ climate disclosure
On November 3, 2021, the International Financial Reporting Standards Foundation (IFRS) said it would
consolidate efforts to build an accounting framework for climate disclosure. In an early prototype, the voluntary
standard-setter proposed requiring companies to disclose their reliance on carbon offsets and describe in detail
the assumptions behind them. For more information and analysis, see “COP26 and a spotlight on sustainable
finance: opportunities with sustainability-linked loans” by Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/9542062a/cop26-and-a-spotlight-on-sustainable-finance-opportunities-with-sustainability-linked-loans


• Nature and Land Use Day centred around landmark deforestation pledge 
To mark Nature and Land Use Day at COP26, on November 8, 2021, 100 nations - which collectively represent
more than 85% of  forests globally - committed to ending land degradation and deforestation by 2030. Since then,
a further 34 nations have signed on, representing 91% of forests globally. 
Under the Race to Zero and Race to Resilience initiatives, 33 financial institutions with more than $8.7 trillion in
assets under management, have united to stop financing deforestations driven by agricultural commodities in
sectors including beef, palm oil, soy, leather and pulp and paper by 2025.


• Canada makes first contribution to global ‘adaptation fund’
On November 1, 2021, Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, announced Canada's first contribution to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) "Adaptation Fund". Created more than 10 years
ago, the fund pays for adaptation projects in developing countries that are vulnerable to the adverse effects of
climate change. At the most recent G7 Leaders’ Summit, Canada increased its financial commitment to provide
$5.3 billion CAD over five years to developing countries to support their climate action, which represents a
doubling of its commitment compared with the previous five-year period. Trudeau also committed $1 billion for the
Accelerating Coal Transition (ACT) Investment Program, which helps poorer countries with the "coal-to-clean"
transition, ensuring more countries shift from coal-fired power plants to solar and wind generation.
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Highlights of COP 26 (continued)


• Coal pledge falls short on ‘Powering the World Past Coal’ initiative as emissions surge
Building on Canadian initiatives announced earlier to accelerate the phase-out of coal-fired electricity, Steven
Guilbeault, Minister of Environment and Climate Change, announced on November 4, 2021, that 28 new
members had joined the Powering the World Past Coal event at COP26, bringing the global Alliance to a total of
165 members, with 50 sign-ups in 2021 alone. 
As part of the pledge, western nations agreed to quit coal power by the 2030s and poorer nations by the 2040s.
However, the pledge to phase out coal was replaced by a watered-down commitment to ‘phase down’ coal in
the final agreement.
At COP26 Prime Minister Trudeau promised to stop the export of thermal coal by 2030 - though legislation has
yet to be introduced.
Four provinces still use coal to generate electricity: Alberta, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
The COP26 deal covers coal-fuelled power generation, but not its use in industrial manufacturing.


• Canada confirms support for Global Methane Pledge 
On November 2, 2021, it was announced that over 100 countries representing 70% of the global economy have
now joined the Global Methane Pledge. Countries joining the Pledge commit to a collective goal of reducing
global methane emissions by at least 30 percent from 2020 levels by 2030 and moving towards using best
available inventory methodologies to quantify methane emissions, with a particular focus on high emission
sources.
The International Energy Agency said net-zero emissions pledges and promises to cut methane announced at
COP26, if enforced, would enable the world to limit warming to below 2 degrees."New @IEA analysis shows that
fully achieving all net zero pledges to date & the Global Methane Pledge by those who signed it would limit global
warming to 1.8C," IEA chief Fatih Birol wrote on Twitter.


Access additional details of COP26 at: https://www.politico.com/cop26-climate-conference-glasgow-live-updates


FEDERAL Legislature 
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for November 22, 2021. 


Recap of environment-related Bills from previous session


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Royal Assent: June 29, 2021.
Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E


Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Royal Assent: June 21, 2021. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available
at: https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E. 


Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021.
Access Bill S-3 at: : https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• C-28, Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. Currently at Second
Reading, the amendments to CEPA propose strengthening protections by: assessing real life exposure
based on the cumulative effects of a substance in combination with exposure to other substances;
implementing a new regime for toxic substances that pose highest risk; and creating a Watch List of
substances capable of meeting the toxicity criteria in CEPA should there be an increase in exposure.
Access Bill C-28 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-28/first-reading
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


November 13, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Government seeking more information from manufacturers with respect to substances
containing bisphenol A 
The Minister of the Environment gives notice that the government requires industry to provide
information to help assess whether 188 substances, including bisphenol A (BPA) and BPA structural
analogues or functional alternatives are toxic or are capable of becoming toxic.
The notice applies to any person who, during the 2019 calendar year,
(1) manufactured a total quantity greater than 10 kg of a substance;
(2) imported a total quantity greater than 10 kg of a substance, whether the substance was


(a) alone(b) at a concentration equal to or above 0.02% by weight (w/w%) in a mixture or 
in a product; or (c) at a concentration equal to or above 0.02% by weight (w/w%) in a 
manufactured item […]


The scope of the notice will allow the government to capture critical information on commercial status,
industrial processes (e.g. facility releases), and downstream use of BPA and BPA structural analogues
and functional alternatives in Canada to inform further prioritization decisions or other risk assessment
activities by Environment and Climate Change Canada and Health Canada as well as risk management,
if needed.
Responses to this notice shall be submitted to the Minister of the Environment, no later than March 16,
2022, using the online reporting system available through the Environment and Climate Change Canada
(ECCC) Single Window. 
For more details, access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• The International Joint Commission consulting on recommendations made by the International Souris
River Study Board following a review on managing the water supply and flood control in the Souris River Basin.
An online public consultation is open until November 15, 2021. The Souris River basin stretches across
Saskatchewan and Manitoba in Canada, and extends into North Dakota in the United States. Access IJC website
at: https://ijc.org/en/srsb-flood-drought.


• The Canadian Securities Administrators consulting on a proposed national instrument “51-107 –
Disclosure of Climate Related Matters” On October 22, 2021, Canadian Securities Administrators (CSA)
released their proposed National Instrument 51-107 Disclosure of Climate Related Matters. If adopted, the
Instrument would require firms offering public investments to disclose greenhouse gas emissions (or explain non-
disclosure), as well as governance, strategy, risk management practices, and metrics pertaining to climate-related
risks and opportunities. 
Comment deadline: January 17, 2022. Access the document at: https://www.osc.ca/sites/default/files/2021-
10/csa_20211018_51-107_disclosure-update.pdf Access more information at: 
https://www.securities-administrators.ca/news/canadian-securities-regulators-seek-comment-onclimate-related-disclosure-requirements/.


•  Canada Opens Initial Consultations On New Carbon Pricing Mechanism. On August 5, 2021, the
government launched an initial exploratory phase of consultations on border carbon adjustments (BCAs), along
with the release of a discussion paper. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/border-carbon-adjustments/exploring-border-carbon-adjustments-canada.html


• Regulatory Framework Plan - Canada Energy Regulator; consultations end on December 31, 2023. The
Regulatory Framework Plan describes which regulations, guidance material and other regulatory documents the
CER intends to amend or develop over a three year period. Access the plan at: https://www.cer-
rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-we-regulate/regulatory-framework-plan/index.html


• Species at Risk consultations -  update
November 2021
2021-11-04 Management Plan for the Peacock Vinyl Lichen (Leptogium polycarpum) in Canada [Final]
2021-11-04 Management Plan for the Wandering Salamander (Aneides vagrans) in Canada [Final]
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada consultations - November update 
2021-11-10 GCT Deltaport Expansion – Berth Four Project - Public Comment Period & Virtual Information Sessions
2021-11-10 Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway Project — Participant Funding Available
2021-11-10 Horsefly Regional Emergency Spillway Project - Public Comments Invited on the Summary of the Initial
Project Description
2021-11-03 GCT Deltaport Expansion – Berth Four Project – Referral to a Review Panel - News releases
For details and links relative to ongoing IAA assessments and news releases, visit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


*
ALBERTA  Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on October 25, 2021.


• Bill 82, Mineral Resource Development Act. First Reading: November 4, 2021. Among other things,
the Bill aims to to control pollution and to ensure the protection of the environment and public safety in
the development of mineral resources in Alberta and “to provide for the responsible management of
wells, facilities, well sites, facility sites, mines, mine sites, external mine discard dumps and
processing plants throughout their life cycles”. Access full text of Bill 82 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-082.pdf


• Bill 79, Trails Act. First Reading: November 4, 2021. Access Bill 79 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-079.pdf


• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Second
Reading - adjourned on November 4, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities
recoup unpaid oil and gas property taxes, which, according to Rural Municipalities Alberta, now total
$245 million. Access Bill 77 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-077.pdf.  


ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations


October 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees amendment regulation
Alberta Regulation 164/2021, under the province’s Responsible Energy Development Act, outlines AER
fees and exemptions for well operators. Access details at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/19_Oct15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Announcements


Coal policy report deadline extended to December 31, 2021
On November 10, 2021, Minister of Energy, Sonya Savage, and chair of the Coal Policy Committee,
Ron Wallace, issued the following statement on the deadline being extended for the committee’s
engagement and final reports:


“Due to the extraordinary volume, breadth and depth of the input provided by Albertans, the Coal Policy Committee
requested an extension to the deadline for both their engagement and final reports.
“An extension until December 31, 2021, has been granted to ensure the committee is able to devote the necessary time
and attention to the input they have received and to their recommendations. The reports will be reviewed in detail by the
government before being released publicly”.


Access release at: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=803416D5265CD-F6DC-96E1-EAF3436F615AAEBE


Site Rehabilitation Program: Invoice and reporting guidelines updated
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently announced that the Site Rehabilitation Program (SRP)
Invoice and Reporting Guidelines have been updated with new information, which is available online at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-invoice-and-reporting-guidelines.pdf. The deadline to
apply for grant period #4 under the province’s SRP was recently extended to March 31, 2022. Access
full details at:https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637
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ALBERTA  Announcements


Government funding 16 projects to cut emissions by 7 million tonnes by 2030
On November 1, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) announced that the
government is using up to $176 million from the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER)
system and federal Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund (LCELF) for 16 projects that will cut almost
seven million tonnes of emissions by 2030. 
Funding is being delivered through Emissions Reduction Alberta’s Shovel-Ready Challenge which is
supported by $126 million from the TIER system and $50 million from the LCELF.
The TIER system is funded by large industries that pay into the fund when they do not meet emissions
targets. Alberta is using up to $750 million from the TIER fund for a range of programs that are reducing
emissions. 
Access list of projects at: https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=802609F6EB575-E22B-32A7-B61FE3B3C19692E7


ALBERTA Management resources 


• Alberta industrial greenhouse gas compliance report. A summary of 2020 Compliance
Results under the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER) Regulation was posted on
October 18, 2021. The report summarizes regulated emissions by sector, compliance position by sector, and
credit usage. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-industrial-greenhouse-gas-compliance


• Quantification protocol for vent gas reduction: technology innovation and emissions
reduction (TIER) regulation. Updated on November 3, 2021, this quantification protocol is written
for the oil and gas industry where methane that is normally vented is captured and either conserved or
combusted to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The protocol provides a methodology to quantify the
greenhouse gas emission reductions from capturing vented methane. Since methane has a much
higher global warming potential than carbon dioxide this protocol has the potential to enable project
developers to achieve significant reductions and generate emission offsets. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/52603a87-55b8-4d79-a983-319cf09d666c/resource/ab795d41-d75f-4f26-8660-33330fe761a4/download/aep-quantification-protocol-for-vent-gas-reduction-version-1.0.pdf


• Alberta Hydrogen Roadmap: executive summary. Updated on November 5, 2021, the
Hydrogen Roadmap outlines the Government’s approach to developing hydrogen use and production
in Alberta. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/893c5a14-af92-4a19-b1e5-d9395a00a2dd/resource/95c555e7-1b05-4ad9-af31-0a4f569ce99c/download/energy-alberta-hydrogen-roadmap-executive-summary-2021.pdf


• Municipal codes. Updated on October 25, 2021, the document lists current provincial codes pertaining to
the governing of municipalities in the province of Alberta. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2675453


• Alberta First Nations contact listing. Updated on November 1, 2021, this list provides contact
information for First Nations in Alberta. Included information is Chief name, mailing address and phone number.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-first-nations-contact-listing
See also Guide to indigenous organizations and services in Alberta (November 1, 2021) at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1e38502a-550b-4351-86cf-10cc5f393f93/resource/c509f75b-6318-4786-b53a-68e73c0711ee/download/ir-guide-to-indigenous-organizations-and-services-in-alberta-2021-11.pdf


• Five-year air quality and deposition monitoring, evaluation and reporting plan (2021-
2025). Posted on October 21, 2021, the Plan contains 37 Implementation Items aimed at achieving three key
outcomes including: (1) provide the data and information required to manage air quality and deposition within
environmental limits; (2) report air quality information in real-time to inform the public and emergency response
personnel about risk to human health; and (3) share technical information on monitoring methods, and address
current and emerging air quality and deposition issues.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/five-year-provincial-air-quality-deposition-mer-plan-2021-2025


Related item - Air quality model guideline [2021]. The guideline was updated on September 13, 2021, along with companion
documents listed below. Access: Air quality model guideline [2021] at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b4ed8dc9-3850-4e5f-a618-42b29c4ba2d4/download/aep-aqmg-air-quality-model-guideline-2021-09.pdf
Access “Clarification on the interpretation of air quality modelling results using typical emission scenarios (July 21, 2021)” at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/cefcad38-6d49-4cce-98f7-23b1741f85b7/resource/b11bc708-c604-43db-90bb-0fc2e8ea7b67/download/aep-aqmg-2021-clarification-interpretation-air-quality-modelling-results.pdf


Access Guidance re: common Air Monitoring Directive questions at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0d063d9c-5291-4af6-8e0f-8ddd8f87a1fd/resource/42b701e4-90ae-4cb4-9fd9-646fbd09cad7/download/amd-guidance-common-questions.pdf
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 23, Forests Statutes Amendment Act, 2021. Second Reading: October 26, 2021. Among
other things, the legislation amends information related to forest roads and permits and provides
definitions for “forest landscape area” and “forest operations plan”. The Bill, with explanatory notes, is
available at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 24, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2021. Second Reading: October 27,
2021. Among other things, the legislation adds a definition of "single-use product"; and clarifies that a
material, substance or object can still be "packaging" even if it is sold or distributed separately from the
commodity or product that it will protect, contain or transport. Section 22 (2) is amended to prohibit or
restrict the use, distribution, offer for sale or sale of packaging, product containers or single-use
products or any material used in packaging, product containers or single-use products. Access at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


Related policy: Access the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Five-Year Action Plan at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/waste-management/recycling/recycle/extended_producer_five_year_action_plan.pdf


Access the CleanBC Plastics Action Plan at: https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/plastics/
Access related BC Recycling Regulation amendments and initiatives at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/waste-management/recycling/extended-producer-responsibility/recycling-regulation


• Bill 21, the Miscellaneous Statutes Amendment Act (No. 2), 2021. Royal Assent: October
28, 2021. Among other things, amendments to the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) will provide the
Oil and Gas Commission with enabling powers to exempt oil and gas development permit holders from
requirements of the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation (DSR) and to impose conditions on the
exemptions. The DSR requires permit holders to clean up oil and gas well sites within prescribed time
periods. In addition, an amendment to the Safety Standards Act will enable the development of
regulations for the safety oversight of trampoline parks and other similar amusement devices. 
Access Bill 21 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


• Bill 17, Protected Areas of British Columbia Amendment Act, 2021. Passed Third Reading
on October 7, 2021. The Bill revises the description, names and boundaries of a number of provincial
parks. Most provisions take effect on December 15, 2021. Summary information is in the news
release at https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0054-001907. Access Bill 17 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/progress-of-bills


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC launches stronger climate plan 
Reminder: On October 25, 2021, British Columbia launched the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 plan.
The plan includes a series of actions including:
• stronger regulations that will nearly eliminate industrial methane emissions by 2035;
• a comprehensive review of the oil and gas royalty system to ensure it aligns with BC’s climate goals;
• new requirements to make all new buildings zero-carbon by 2030; and
• the adoption of zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) by 2030 and 100% ZEVs by 2035.
Access the CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 at: www.cleanbc.gov.bc.ca


EV owners can access more rebates for home, workplace charging
Reminder: On October 26, 2021, BC announced that the Province’s CleanBC Go Electric EV
Charger Rebate Program is receiving $10 million as part of Budget 2021. Condominiums, apartments
and workplaces that purchase and install eligible EV chargers can receive a rebate up to 50% of costs
to a maximum of $2,000 per charger. Access the suite of CleanBC Go Electric programming at:
www.gov.bc.ca/zeroemissionvehicles


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


New guidelines help engineers integrate natural asset management
Reminder: Newly-published professional practice guidelines aim to ensure that BC’s engineering and
geoscience professionals are considering natural asset management in their decisions.
Access the Professional Practice Guidelines at:
https://www.egbc.ca/app/Practice-Resources/Individual-Practice/Guidelines-Advisories/Document/01525AMWZVWX2LETUSHVF3LMTH6M24ZLTN/Local%20Government%20Asset%20Management
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MANITOBA - Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The fall sitting of the third session of the 42nd legislature has concluded, having completed the final stages of
implementing Budget 2021. The following is a list of environment-related legislation recently passed by the
Manitoba legislature and previously summarized in EHS RA: 


• Bill 12:  the crown land dispositions act (various acts amended): 
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 28:  the water resources administration amendment act: 
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b028e.php


• Bill 29:  the reducing red tape and improving services act, 2020. Sections 20 and 22 to 24 in force as of
October 18, 2021. https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b029e.php


Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


MANITOBA - Announcements


Court affirms that federal carbon pricing backstop must apply in Manitoba
The Federal Court recently released its decision in the application filed by Manitoba seeking an Order
stating that the Regulation Amending Part 1 of Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 to the Greenhouse Gas
Pollution Pricing Act and the Order-in-Council affecting them were invalid or unlawful. 
The government argued that the province had developed its own Made-in-Manitoba Climate and
Green Plan which met the intent and requirements of the federal law. 
The Court ruled that, based on the recent Supreme Court of Canada decision (2021 SCC 11), the
federal legislation was constitutional and that the provincial plan had not been implemented in time.


Manitoba allocates fund to support organic waste reduction and recycling
Reminder: On October 6, 2021, the Government of Manitoba announced that it is providing $8.7
million to municipalities, companies and organizations to fund organic waste reduction and support
recycling initiatives. More information on Manitoba's recycling and waste diversion programming is
available on the Conservation and Climate website at www.manitoba.ca/sd/wastewise.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Legislature
The Second Session of the Sixtieth Legislature formally opened on November 2, 2021. 


Private Member’s Bills
• Bill 70, An Act to Amend the Beverage Containers Act. Second Reading: November 4, 2021.


Among other things, the Bill clarifies the definitions of “retailer” and of “distributor” in section 1 of the
Act. No later than February 21, 2022, a distributor shall submit to the Minister a plan for the recycling
or refilling of a beverage container for each type of beverage container used for beverages for which it
will act as a distributor as of April 1, 2022. Access Bill 70 at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-70-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations


Carbon-pricing system for large emitters one step closer
Reminder: On October 8, 2021, the provincial government posted the proposed Reporting and Reduction
of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standard to support its output-based pricing system for large emitters, for
public review and comment. Facilities that emit 50,000 tonnes or more of greenhouse gas emissions
annually will be required to participate in the system. Facilities that emit between 10,000 tonnes to 50,000
tonnes may voluntarily opt-in. Comments on the proposal can be sent to: NBOBPS-STFRNB@gnb.ca. 
Access the standard at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Climate-Climatiques/the-reporting-and-reduction-of-greenhouse-gas-emissions-standard.pdf


Access related analysis at:
https://www.mcinnescooper.com/publications/n-b-greenhouse-gas-ghg-emissions-reduction-regulation-5-key-obligations/?utm_source=campaign-monitor&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nb-ghg-reduction
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NEW BRUNSWICK -  Reports


Report on municipal drinking water quality released
Reminder: On October 27, 2021, the provincial government posted a report summarizing historical data on
drinking water quality. The report, Drinking Water Quality in My Community, includes data from 70 New
Brunswick municipalities from 1994 to 2017. The report fulfils a commitment in A Water Strategy for New
Brunswick 2018-2028. Access the report at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/env/pdf/Water-Eau/drinking-water-in-my-community.pdf
Access the strategy at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/elg/environment/content/water/content/water_strategy.html


*
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR  - Legislature
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on Monday, October 18, 2021.


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills 
The first session of the 64th general assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature opened on October 12, 2021. 


• Bill 57, the Environmental Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act. Introduced on October
27, 2021, this government Bill sets 28 new goals, including:
- phasing out coal-fired electricity generation by 2030;
- 80 per cent of Nova Scotia’s energy to be supplied by renewable energy by 2030;
- 30 per cent of vehicle sales by 2030 to be zero-emission vehicles;
- at least 20 per cent of total land and water mass to be conserved;
- the environmental assessment process to be modernized to include consideration 
of cumulative impacts; Netukulimk (the traditional Mi’kmaq concept of connection 
and balance between the natural and human worlds); and


- limiting annual solid waste disposal rates to 300 kilograms per person by 2030.
Access Act at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1/bill-57


• Bill 24, Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act (amended). Passed Second Reading: October 21,
2021. This government Bill changes the number of members of the Nova Scotia Aquaculture Review
Board. Access Bill 24 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b024.htm 


• Bill 25, Extended Producer Responsibility and Paper and Packaging Act. First Reading:
October 25, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill directs the Government to develop and implement an
extended producer responsibility program that shifts the responsibility for end-of-life management of
products in the Province from municipalities to producers. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b025.htm


• Bill 28, Sustainable Forest Practices Accountability Act. First Reading: October 19, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill commits the Minister to report annually on the progress made towards
implementing the recommendations contained in Professor William Lahey’s Independent Review of
Forest Practices in Nova Scotia report. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b028.htm


Track progress of Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-1


NOVA SCOTIA - Consultations


Proposed Coastal Protection Act regulations
Nova Scotia is currently consulting on proposed Coastal Protection Act Regulations. The proposed
rules set out the coastal protection zone and what requirements must be met to build within the zone.
Access an overview at:
https://novascotia.ca/coast/docs/part-1-Overview-of-proposed-Coastal-Protection-Act-Regulations.pdf


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021. 


• Bill 32, Carbon Budget Accountability Act, 2021. Second Reading: November 1, 2021. Lost on
division. Access Bill 32 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b032_e.pdf


• Bill 13, Red Tape Reduction Bill, the Supporting People and Business Act. Second Reading:
October 28, 2021 and referred to Committee. It is claimed that Parts of the omnibus bill - which would
affect about 15 provincial ministries and 32 existing Acts - remove or weaken laws that exist to protect
the environment. Among other things, Bill 13 amendments would give the government greater control
over the type of environmental assessment a project requires. In addition, some critics suggest that
the government’s proposal to allow tire producers to conduct internal audits, instead of third-party
ones, of how many tires they supply in Ontario might encourage under-reporting and therefore serve to
undermine Ontario’s Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act. Access Bill 13 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b013_e.pdf


• Bill 5,  An Act respecting York Region Wastewater. Royal Assent: October 20, 2021. The Bill
suspends the Minister’s decision-making on the Upper York Sewage Solutions Undertaking and
prohibits all actions by the Regional Municipality of York related to that undertaking. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b005_e.pdf


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


November 6, 2021,The Ontario Gazette: 
O. Reg. 729/21: Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standards
The regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021 under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, support a transition from the federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions
performance standards (EPS) program, which applies the new obligations and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions performance standards for Ontario industry beginning on January 1, 2022.
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21729
Access related ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


GHG Emissions Performance Standards: Quantification and Verification
Regulatory amendments, filed on October 22, 2021 under the province’s Environmental Protection
Act, set out duties to calculate, quantify, verify and report greenhouse gas emissions from facilities
covered under the province’s EPS (see O.Reg.729 above). The regulation, now in force, can be
accessed at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21730
October 23, 2021, The Ontario Gazette:  
O. Reg. 697/21: Rules for the Bradford Bypass Project Environmental Assessment
Among other things, the government exempts the Bradford Bypass project from duplicative
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act by way of a regulation. 
Access related ERO Notice (# 019-1883) at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1883
Access the full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21697


October 30, 2021, The Ontario Gazette:  
O. Regs. 702/21 and 703/21 made under the Invasive Species Act, 2015
Access Reg. 702/21 (species) at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21702
Access Reg. 703/21(control areas) at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21703


October 16, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Mandatory Programs and Services under the Conservation Authorities Act
Among other things, the Regulation 686/21 specifies that an authority shall provide the programs and
services related to the following types of natural hazards: dynamic beach hazard; erosion hazard;
flooding hazard; hazardous lands; hazardous sites; and low water or drought conditions. Access the
full text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21686
O. Reg. 687/21: Transition Plans and Agreements for Programs and Services 
Among other things, every authority shall, on or before December 31, 2021, develop a transition plan
that includes a timeline for the authority to meet the requirements for the specified first and second
phases of the transition period. Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21687
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ONTARIO Consultations


RPRA to form Service Provider Advisory Council
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is currently consulting on the draft Terms of
Reference for a new Service Provider Advisory Council. The Authority is accepting enquiries from
service provider representatives interested in joining the Council. Comment deadline: November 15,
2021: https://rpra.ca/2021/11/the-authority-is-forming-a-service-provider-advisory-council/


Deadline extended on proposed Administrative Penalties Regulation
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks has extended the consultation deadline for
the proposed Administrative Penalties Regulation under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy
Act, 2016 until November 19, 2021. Learn more at: 
https://rpra.ca/2021/10/deadline-extended-for-consultation-on-the-proposed-administrative-penalties-regulation/


Revised Tire Performance Audit Procedure posted  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) has finalized and posted its revised Tire
Performance Audit Procedure. The procedure is used to verify the tire collection and management data
that producers, or organizations working on their behalf, are required to submit to the Authority. 
Access the procedure at: https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Tire-Performance-Audit-Procedure-Nov-3-2021.pdfN


ONTARIO Compliance alerts 


Hazardous and Special Products producer registration is now open
Producers are required to register and, depending on the Hazardous and Special Products material,
report their historical supply data to the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) on or
before November 30, 2021. Producers are also required to pay their 2021 Registry fee at the time of
registration. Learn more about registration and reporting at:
https://rpra.ca/2021/10/hazardous-and-special-products-producer-registration-is-now-open/  
Access more information on 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Blue-Box-and-HSP_Fee-Schedule_August-24-2021.pdf


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Plans to address sulphur dioxide emissions from petroleum facilities
ERO # 019-3443; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on November 9, 2021; Comment deadline: Dec. 24, 2021
The government is proposing a regulation to reduce sulphur dioxide air emissions from petroleum
facilities in southern Ontario. This proposed regulation would:


• over a defined time period, reduce SO2 emissions by approximately 90%;
• require implementation of certain management practices;
• maintain requirements for flaring events;
• require an immediate emissions reduction of up to 30% from heavy emitters; and,
• authorize the use of additional environmental penalties.


For more details, access SO2 Regulation Overview - Plain Language at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-11/SO2%20Regulation%20Overview%20-%20Plain%20Language%20Nov%209%202021.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3443


• Supporting Residential Roof-Top Solar and other renewable resources by clarifying
eligibility of third-party leasing and financing net metering arrangements
# 019-4554; proposal posted by the Ministry of Energy on November 1, 2021; Comment deadline: December 16, 2021
The Ministry of Energy is proposing to amend the net metering regulation to clarify criteria for a customer to
qualify as an eligible generator when they are leasing or financing the generation equipment used by the
customer for net metering.
Net metering is a billing arrangement whereby a customer generates electricity from a renewable source of
energy for their own use while still drawing electricity from the grid when needed. The customer is billed
only for the amount of electricity they consume and receives a credit on their bill for any electricity they
generate and send to the grid. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4554
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Amendments to exempt low risk sewage works from requiring an ECA approval
# 019-4456; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 25, 2021; Comment deadline: Dec. 9, 2021
The province is proposing regulatory changes under the Ontario Water Resources Act to exempt certain low
risk sewage works from requiring an Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA). The proposed changes
would remove the requirement to obtain an ECA for: low impact development works located on single
private residences; foundation drainage works; ultraviolet treatment to control zebra and quagga mussels in
water pipes; and construction site dewatering. Access ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
# 019-0417; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 26, 2021
The Ministry has approved the updated Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and
Conservation Reserves. Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0417


• Amendments to support implementation of Ontario’s Emissions Performance
Standards program
# 019-3719; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on October 22, 2021
The Ministry gives notice that it has made regulatory amendments to support a smooth transition from the
federal output-based pricing system (OBPS) to Ontario’s emissions performance standards (EPS) program.
The new EPS greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions performance standards for industry will apply from
January 1, 2022.  Access ERO Notice # 019-3719 at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• Amendment to the Development Charges Act, 1997 to extend the 10-year planned
level of service to 20 years for the Yonge North Subway Extension (YNSE)
# 21-MMAH028; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
The province is proposing to extend the time horizon for the planned level of service for the YNSE from 10
to 20 years. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


• Clarifying the authority to change the classes of projects to which a class EA applies
# 019-4189; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov 21, 2021. 
The government is proposing an amendment to the Environmental Assessment Act to clarify that the
Minister’s authority includes changing the classes (or types) of projects to which a Class EA applies.
Access the Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4189


• A proposal to review requirements for low-impact mining projects
# 019-4445; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline:
Dec. 6, 2021. 
The government is proposing to update aspects of the regulatory framework for mineral development in
Ontario for activities that have been identified as having a lower potential for environmental impact. Access
the ERO Notice and supporting document “Improving the graduated regulatory approach to mine
closure.docx” at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4445


• Establishing a public registry for mining and exploratory licences information
# 019-4442; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021. 
The NDMNRF is proposing to amend the Mining Act to establish a public registry for mining and exploratory
licences of occupation. The registry would be accessible through the Mining Lands Administrative System
(MLAS) allowing easier access to ministry information. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4442 


• A Graduated Approach to Closure Planning - Regulation Name Change
# 21-ENDM023; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
The ministry proposes to change the name of O. Reg. 240/00 to include a reference to advanced
exploration closure plans and strengthen the graduated approach to advanced exploration and mine
production closure planning. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39192
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) and Regulatory Register Notices (continued)
Note: The notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of EHS RA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Recovery of Minerals (from abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds)
# 019-4452; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
The ministry is proposing amendments to the Mining Act to support the recovery of minerals at current
operating, closed or abandoned mine sites and tailings ponds in Ontario through reprocessing of minerals,
including critical minerals. Access ERO posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39195


• Proposal to amend the Public Lands Act to support red tape reduction
# 21-MNRF021; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
Notable changes would provide a greater ability to make public lands available for economic and resource-
based development opportunities, particularly in the North. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=38807


• Proposed Additional Delegation of Planning Decisions
# 21-MMAH025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on October 7, 2021. Comment deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
Changes are being proposed to the Planning Act, Municipal Act, 2001 and City of Toronto Act, 2006 that
would provide municipalities with discretionary authority to delegate additional decisions to committees of
council or municipal staff for minor amendments to zoning by-laws. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=U82R3NRCaStzfxzcm82ZEks?language=en&postingId=39089
Access ERO listing at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4419


• Proposed amendments to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to Reduce Red-Tape 
# 21-MNRF024; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
The NDMNRF is proposing changes to the Crown Forest Sustainability Act to allow the Ministry to develop
new authorizations and regulations for the harvesting of Crown forest resources for personal, non-
commercial use. Access Regulatory Register listing at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39067


• Proposed amendments to the Professional Foresters Act
# 21-MNRF025; proposal posted by the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry on Oct. 7, 2021. Comment
deadline: Nov. 21, 2021
Proposed changes to the Professional Foresters Act will improve the delivery of professional forestry in
Ontario by better defining the scope of practice of professional forestry. Access Regulatory Register listing
at: https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=tmAogH3S4rHI00Dp5YsmWeG?language=en&postingId=39068


ONTARIO Announcements


2021 Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario
On November 4, 2021, Ontario’s Minister of Finance, Peter Bethlenfalvy, released the 2021 Ontario
Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario. The198-page document contained only four
explicit mentions of climate change measures. Instead, its topline items are the construction of two
highways — mentioned 58 times — that critics say would be environmentally destructive, as well as a
contentious road to the Ring of Fire region in far Northern Ontario, which the Ford government is hoping
to open up for mining. 
Access the Build Ontario at: https://budget.ontario.ca/2021/fallstatement/index.html 


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Announcements


Province releases Climate Change Risk Assessment  
On October 27, 2021, Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Action, Steven Myers, released
the recent Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA). Coastal erosion poses the greatest level of risk
to PEI by 2050, according to the CCRA report. Access the report at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/climate-change-risks


- 13 - 
Templegate’s EHS Regulatory Alert, November 15, 2021







QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly  launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021.  


Government Bills
• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement certain
measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission vehicles.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 23, An Act respecting the names and responsibilities of certain ministers and
government departments and to enact the Act respecting the Ministère des Forêts, de la
Faune et des Parcs. Reinstated during the 42nd Legislature, 2nd Session on October 20, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-23-42-1.html


Private Member’s Bills
• Bill 396, An Act for better air quality. Introduced: October 28, 2021. Among other things, the Bill


creates the office of Air Quality Auditor whose functions are to evaluate the effectiveness of applicable
air quality standards in ensuring the protection of human health, taking into account, in particular, the
cumulative effect of pollutants. Access at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-396-42-2.html


• Bill 391, An Act to amend the Environment Quality Act in order to assert the primacy
of Québec's jurisdiction in this area. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-391-42-1.html


• Bill 199, An Act to amend the Environment Quality Act to establish a right of citizen
initiative in environmental matters and reinforce the powers and independence of the
Bureau d’audiences publiques sur l’environnement. Reinstated on October 20, 2021.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-199-42-1.html


• Bill 194, An Act to ensure compliance with Québec's climate change-related
obligations. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-194-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette notices


November 10, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other regulatory
provisions - Amendment 
This Regulation provides the rules applicable to the compensation regime for adverse effects on
wetlands and bodies of water provided for in Division V.1 of Chapter IV of Title I of the Environment
Quality Act.
More specifically, it determines in particular the activities that are exempt from the requirement to
compensate, the calculation method of the amount of the financial contribution payable as
compensation and the cases in which the financial contribution may be replaced by work carried out to
restore or create wetlands and bodies of water.
Access Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105343.pdf


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Corrections to the French text and the English text of the Regulation respecting
halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits 
See the October 15 issue of EHS Regulatory Alert for details. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105309.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette notices (continued)


October 13, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the recovery and reclamation of
products by enterprises 
This amendment, under the Environment Quality Act, attempts to clarify rules governing the province’s
recycling and extended producer responsibility system.
Among other things, the draft Regulation provides, in particular, for the introduction of eco-design and
circular economy objectives that, if attained, will reduce the required minimum recovery rate.
In addition, the draft Regulation adds three new categories of products to the Regulation respecting the
recovery and reclamation of products by enterprises: agricultural products [p.4559]; pressurized fuel
containers [p.4562]; and pharmaceutical products [p.4563]; and adds new subcategories of products.
Finally, the draft Regulation makes the necessary adjustments regarding monetary administrative
penalties as well as certain transitional provisions and certain necessary technical adjustments.
Access the full text of the Regulation in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105312.pdf


October 6, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Regulation respecting the fees payable with respect to the traceability of excavated
contaminated soils 
Reminder: The first phase of the implementation of the new Regulation respecting the traceability of
excavated contaminated soils began on November 1, 2021. The purpose of this Regulation is to
prescribe the fees payable to cover the costs of the implementation of traceability measures to ensure
that excavated contaminated soils are discharged in a site where they may be received.
Implementation will take place in three phases: 
• The first phase will run until December 31, 2021: when the two regulations will apply to the


transportation of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 5,000 metric tonnes, excavated in
connection with work having begun on or after November 1, 2021.


• The second phase will begin on January 1, 2022, when the two regulations will then apply (with some
exceptions) to the transportation of a quantity of contaminated soils equal to or greater than 1,000
metric tonnes.


• The final phase, which will begin on January 1, 2023, provides that the two regulations will apply to all
transportation of excavated contaminated soils carried out on that date or thereafter.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105296.pdf
Access related analysis by Nicolas Dubé, Nicolas Cayouette and Kathryn Chadwick; Gowling WLG, at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2021/regulation-traceability-of-contaminated-soils/


*
SASkATCHEWAN - Legislature
A new session of the Saskatchewan Legislature began on October 27, 2021. 


SASkATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices
October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Two regulations pursuant to The Financial Administration Act, 1993
Two regulations pursuant to The Financial Administration Act, 1993, were amended as of October 7, 2021.
Amendments to The Oil Infrastructure Investment Program Regulations add ‘carbon dioxide’ to section 4 such
that it now refers to ”an oil or carbon dioxide pipeline project” and “oil or carbon dioxide pipeline capacity”.  A
similar amendment to The Petroleum Innovation Incentive Regulations adds ‘helium’, now referring to the “oil, gas
or helium industry”.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


Related analysis - Regulatory Changes To Saskatchewan Pipeline Development And Energy Industry Incentive Programs by
Vivek Warrier, Keeley Cameron and Connor Wilson; Bennett Jones LLP. “Saskatchewan has recently implemented a number of
regulatory changes to assist energy projects. These changes further expand and refine the Ministry of Energy and Resources 2019
Petroleum Innovation Incentive Program (PIIP or SPII) and the 2020 Oil Infrastructure Investment Program (OIIP). Additionally, the
programs now go beyond oil and gas to include carbon dioxide projects and helium projects”. Access full text of article at:
https://www.bennettjones.com/Blogs-Section/Regulatory-Changes-to-Saskatchewan-Pipeline-Development-and-Energy-Industry-Incentive-Programs
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SASkATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices (continued)


October 15, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
Reclaimed Industrial Sites Amendment Regulations, 2021 address financial arrangements with
respect to transfers of ‘a portion of a closed site’
Among other things, the amendments, now in force, cover the case of a transfer of a portion of a closed site to a
responsible person with respect to moneys held on account in the Institutional Control Monitoring and
Maintenance Fund.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115044


SASkATCHEWAN - Reports


2020-21 Solid Waste Management Strategy Annual Report released
Reminder: On October 18, 2021,  the SK Government released its Solid Waste Management Strategy annual
report for 2020-21. Access the 2020-21 annual report and other components of the province's Solid Waste
Management Strategy at: www.saskatchewan.ca.


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly is now scheduled to resume sitting on November 22, 2021.


• Boreal Caribou Sustainable Harvest Report 
Boreal Caribou are listed as a threatened species in Canada and the NWT. Further information is available at:
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/newsroom/boreal-caribou-sustainable-harvest-assessment-reportreleased


Nunavut 
A territorial election was held on October 25, 2021. The Nunavut Planning Commission announced it is
rescheduling the public hearings on the 2021 Draft Land Use Plan to March 2022.


Yukon 
The Fall Sitting of the Legislative Assembly commenced on October 7, 2021.


• Bill 5, an Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021). Introduced: October 7, 2021 and
referred to committee on October 14, the Bill will “provide for the regulation of roads constructed or
used to access resources such as mines and minerals and oil and gas (defined as “resource roads”)”.
Access the Bill at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill005-Act-to-AmendTerritorial-Lands-Yukon-Act-2021.pdf. 


• Yukon Guide for Developing Water Quality Objectives and Effluent Quality Standards for
Quartz Mining Projects. Access the Guide at: 
https://yukon.ca/sites/yukon.ca/files/env/env-yukon-guide-developing-waterquality-objectives-effluent-quality-standards-quartz-minig-projects.pdf.


• The Reduction of Single-use Bags Regulation - in force as of October 1, 2021 - sets a penalty for the
unlawful supply of a single-use bag at $250. Access the regulation at:
https://laws.yukon.ca/cms/images/LEGISLATION/SUBORDINATE/2021/2021-0131/2021-0131_1.pdf.


• Consultation on Draft Policy for the Stewardship of Yukon’s Wetlands. Plans are to have a final
wetlands policy in May 2022. A link to the draft policy is available at:
https://yukon.ca/en/news/wetlands-policy-out-final-public-review.


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator


30-day comment period on proposed amendments to CER cost recovery regulations
On November 1, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator released a Regulatory Proposal to seek feedback
on proposed amendments for the cost recovery regulations under the Canadian Energy Regulator Act
(CER Act). The cost recovery regulations provide a mechanism for Canada to recover the CER’s costs,
approved through Parliamentary appropriations, from the regulated industry.
The Regulator is seeking feedback in writing on the Regulatory Proposal until November 30, 2021. 
Feedback submitted to the CER will be considered in the development of the regulations, which will be
pre-published in the Canada Gazette, Part I.
Letters of comment may be sent to: costrecoveryregulations@cer-rec.gc.ca
Access CER Notice and associated links at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/acts-regulations/cer-act-regulations-guidance-notes-related-documents/canada-energy-regulator-cost-recovery-regulations-regulatory-proposal/30-day-comment-period.html


Detailed route hearing for Trans Mountain Expansion Project is complete
On November 12, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator issued the final order [Filing C15038] approving
all 1,147 kilometres of the project’s detailed route. The Government of Canada approved the pipeline in
June 2019.
Before starting any new construction, Trans Mountain must satisfy pre-construction conditions and any
regulatory requirements of other municipal, provincial or federal governments. The company expects the
pipeline to be in service in late 2022. Access the notice at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/detailed-route-hearing-for-trans-mountainexpansion-project-is-complete.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Leaders of Canada's electricity sector announce new alliance to help meet Canada's
net-zero emissions targets
On October 18, 2021, six associations representing the leading suppliers of electricity to consumers
and markets in Canada announced the creation of Electricity Alliance Canada (EAC), a coalition
promoting the power of electrification to lead the way to a sustainable energy future.
The founding members are the Canadian Electricity Association, the Canadian Nuclear Association, the
Canadian Renewable Energy Association, Electricity Human Resources Canada, Marine Renewables
Canada, and WaterPower Canada.
Electricity Alliance Canada's mandate is to enable, promote and advocate for the increased use of
electricity throughout the Canadian economy to help achieve Canada's net-zero emissions target.
Access EAC website at: https://electricityalliance.ca/


*


ALBERTA Legislature
• Bill 77, Municipal Government (Restoring Tax Accountability) Amendment Act, 2021. Passed


First Reading on October 28, 2021. Among other things, the Bill will help municipalities recoup unpaid
oil and gas property taxes, which, according to Rural Municipalities Alberta, now total $245 million.
Access Bill 77 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-077.pdf.
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ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) bulletins


• News release 2021-10-21 AER lays charges against Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure Ltd.
Reminder: On October 21, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that it has laid charges
against Tidewater Midstream and Infrastructure Ltd. for a release of acidic water that flowed into a nearby
creek. The release occurred in October 2019 at Tidewater's Ram River sour gas processing plant near
Rocky Mountain House.
The 10 charges, which fall under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, are related to:
- releasing a substance to the environment that caused or may have caused an adverse effect;
- failing to report the release of the substance as soon as possible;
- failing to take all reasonable measures to repair, remedy, and confine the effects of the substance; and
- contravening approval conditions.
Tidewater’s first court appearance will be on December 8, 2021. Access AER news release at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-10-21


• Bulletin 2021-43 New Expedited Decisions Manual 
Reminder: On November 1, 2021, AER Rules of Practice were updated and incorporated in a new AER
Manual 022: Expedited Decisions. Expedited applications do not have a set deadline to submit a statement
of concern. The AER can make a decision at any point after an expedited application is submitted. No
changes have been made to the list of Public Lands Act applications that may be expedited. Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-43


• Bulletin 2021-42 New contamination management manual
Reminder: On October 27, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Manual 021:
Contamination Management. Manual 021 relates to activities regulated by the AER and has been written for
a target audience of industry and environmental practitioners. It contains a summary of pre-existing
requirements from across many relevant regulatory documents and advice on how to efficiently demonstrate
to the AER that those requirements have been met. Access Manual 021 at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/manuals/Manual021.pdf


• Bulletin 2021-41 New functionality moving to OneStop
Reminder: Effective November 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released new functionality to
the OneStop platform. A new quick reference guide (QRG) is posted on the OneStop landing page to
support directional surveys at: https://www1.aer.ca/onestop/help.html
Access bulletin at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-41


BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminders


Amendments to the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements Regulation
Reminder: Effective January 1, 2022, the Renewable and Low Carbon Fuel Requirements
Regulation, BC Reg. 394/2008, is amended to, among other things, specify that the following
substances are prescribed as renewable fuel in relation to gasoline class fuel: (a) gasoline produced
from biomass; and (b) naphtha produced from biomass. Access the Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0448_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Oil & Gas Commission bulletins 
The OGC have issued no new bulletins since our last report.


*
ATLANTIC CANADA -  Reports


Marine Renewables Canada launches “Our Current Future” initiative
Reminder: On October 28, 2021, Marine Renewables Canada launched “Our Current Future,” an
initiative aimed at providing education about renewable energy from tides and rivers. The ‘Our
Current Future’ initiative includes a microsite with facts and links to information about tidal and river
energy, as well as a newsletter that will allow subscribers to stay up to date on tidal and river energy
research, technology, and projects. The microsite can be viewed at www.ourcurrentfuture.ca
Marine Renewables Canada is the country’s tidal, offshore wind, wave and river current energy
association representing technology and project developers, utilities, researchers, and the energy and
marine supply chain. Access website at: www.marinerenewables.ca
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Standards, codes and guidelines
INTERNATIONAL
ISO  standards


• ISO 50005, Energy management systems – Guidelines for a phased implementation
Part of the International Organization for Standardization’s 50001 Energy Management series, the
just-published ISO 50005, Energy management systems – Guidelines for a phased implementation,
provides guidance for a step-by-step process to implement an energy management system. It is
particularly beneficial for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that may not have the resources
to put in place an EnMS all in one go. By taking a staged approach, organizations can more easily
allocate the appropriate resources and priority levels based on their needs and capacities, enabling
them to benefit from the standard at the very first step. Access more details at:
https://www.iso.org/news (Saving Energy Step by Step).


• ISO 14031 - Environmental management - Environmental performance evaluation -
Guidelines (New Edition)
The guidance in this generic standard can be used to support an organization’s own approach to
evaluation, including its commitments to environmental compliance, the prevention of pollution and
continual improvement, among others. 
Contact: Shamily Shanmuganathan: shamily.shanmuganathan@csagroup.org
Review closing date: October 30, 2021. Access a review draft of the standard (free log-in) via:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4314
A French language version of the standard can be accessed at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4315


• CSA 10017 - Quality management - Guidance on statistical techniques for ISO 9001:2015
This document gives guidelines for the selection of appropriate statistical techniques that can be
useful to an organization, irrespective of size or complexity, in developing, implementing, maintaining
and improving a quality management system in conformity with ISO 9001:2015. Contact: Melanie
Pinatton; email: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org
Review end date: November 14, 2021. Access draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4339


Science-Based Targets initiative (SBTi) 


• Net-Zero Standard 
On October 28, 2021, the Science-Based Targets initiative (SBTi) launched what it claims is the first
science-based framework for companies to set net-zero targets - the Net-Zero Standard. 
According to SBTi, the Corporate Net-Zero Standard includes the guidance, criteria, and
recommendations companies need to set science-based net-zero targets consistent with limiting
global temperature rise to 1.5°C.
It is intended for corporations employing more than 500 employees that wish to commit to setting net-
zero targets through the SBTi.
According to SBTi, seven companies have validated net-zero targets approved in a pilot validation
process for the Standard. In addition, over 600 companies are already committed to setting net-zero
targets through the Business Ambition for 1.5C campaign - they have 24 months to submit targets and
have them validated by the SBTi.
Companies are invited to commit to set net-zero targets by signing the SBTi Commitment Letter. SBTi 
will begin validating targets from January 2022. 
The SBTi is a partnership between CDP, the United Nations Global Compact, World Resources 
Institute (WRI) and the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF). 
Access more information and links on the program at: https://sciencebasedtargets.org/net-zero
Access the Net-Zero Standard at:
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/resources/files/Net-Zero-Standard.pdf
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Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) Standards


• ESG/Sustainability Reporting: New Oil And Gas GRI Sector Standard released
Reminder: GRI published its first Sector Standard GRI 11: Oil and Gas Sector 2021 (GRI 11) on
October 5, 2021. GRI 11 applies to upstream, midstream and downstream oil and gas organizations
who engage in any of the following: exploration and production of oil and gas; supply of equipment
and services to oil fields such as drilling, exploration, seismic information services, etc.; transportation
and storage of oil and gas (e.g. pipeline operators); and refining of oil into petroleum products for use
as fuels and as feedstocks for chemicals. Access at: https://www.globalreporting.org/how-to-use-the-gri-
standards/resource-center/?g=7d788b83-7a27-4231-91bf-267856e9bd9e&id=12336


CANADA


TDG standards 


• TDG Directorate consulting on aerosol containers and gas cartridges
The Transportation of Dangerous Goods Directorate recently launched a 60-day consultation on
Safety standard CAN/CGSB-43.123. The standard sets out the requirements for designing,
manufacturing, testing, selecting and using aerosol containers and gas cartridges. Comment deadline:
December 16, 2021. Access consultation webpage at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/aerosol-containers-gas-cartridges-transport-dangerous-goods-can-cgsb-4312


CSA standards update - Fuels storage and handling


• Z276 - LNG - Production, storage, and handling (New) 
On October 1, 2021, the CSA released a draft 2022 edition of CSAZ276. The public review period will close
on November 30, 2021. Access details at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4358.


CSA standards update - Occupational health and safety
• New and revised standards address mining equipment and health and safety in mines
CSA recently published a series of standards related to mining equipment and occupational health and safety in
mines. The following are available for review, closing November 20, 2021:


• M424.0 - M424.0 - Underground Mining Mobile Equipment – General requirements. This
standard is a product family standard and covers general requirements only. For each kind of
underground mining mobile equipment (below) the product standard is composed by this standard
and the relevant specific standard.


• M424.1 - M424.1 - Flameproof non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in gassy
underground coal mines. This Standard describes construction and test requirements for new
non-rail-bound diesel-powered, self-propelled machines for use in gassy underground coal mines.
This standard does not specify requirements for safety, other than those directly related to the risk
of ignition which may lead to an explosion.


• M424.2 - M424.2 - Non-rail-bound diesel-powered machines for use in non-gassy
underground mines. This Standard describes the technical requirements and procedures
necessary for the design, performance and testing of new or unused diesel engines for use in non-
gassy underground mines.


• M424.3 - M424.3 - Braking Performance - Rubber-Tired, Self-Propelled Underground Mining
Machines. This standard provides minimum braking system performance for rubber-tired, self-
propelled underground machines and test criteria by which machine braking system performance
may be verified.


In addition, the following new standard is available for review until December 7, 2021:
• M424.4 - M424.4 - Non-rail-bound, self-propelled, electrically-driven mobile machines for use


in non-gassy underground mines (New Standard). This standard considers battery-electric as
the base system configuration. Hydrogen fuel-cell-electric and diesel-electric systems are also
considered as on-board sources of electrical energy supply and are addressed by this standard
with additional specific requirements.  


Details of these standards can be accessed via: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Category/010
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CSA standards update - Building and construction


• S520 - High Wind Safety for Low‐Rise Residential and Small Buildings (New Standard)
This standard contains best practice guidance for the design and construction of low-rise, wood-frame buildings to
withstand high winds corresponding to EF-2 tornado level wind speeds. The guidance in this standard is based on
and written to supplement the requirements specified in Part 9 of the National Building Code. Contact:
ken.phu@csagroup.org. Review end date: November 30, 2021. Access draft at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4357


• CSA Z8000: Building for health and safety in our health care facilities
Each year about 220,000 Canadians will acquire an infection that can be traced to the environment where health
care is delivered. The sad reality is that many of those infections and subsequent deaths can be traced to the
environment where care is delivered. A series of research studies, undertaken by Canada’s CSA Group, have
uncovered some of the poor design features that can contribute to higher rates of infections – an insufficient
number of hand hygiene sinks (or their locations), lack of dedicated patient isolation rooms, and materials or
surfaces that are not conducive to cleaning. Read the case study at: 
https://www.csagroup.org/article/csa-z8000-building-for-health-and-safety-in-our-health-care-facilities?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_campaign=std-newsletter-202111


NFPA standards


• NFPA debuts three-part online training series on combustible dusts
Reminder: On October 1, 2021, the US-based National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) released
a new online training program centered around combustible dust, an industrial workplace hazard that,
if left unaddressed, can lead to fire, flash fires, and explosion. The new learning solution is based on
the latest edition of NFPA 652, Standard on the Fundamentals of Combustible Dust (2019), available
at:
https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-codes-and-standards/detail?code=652
Access NFPA release on training programs at: https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Publications-and-media/Press-Room/News-


releases/2021/NFPA-debuts-three-part-NFPA-652-Combustible-Dust-Online-Training-Series-that-delves-into-safety


CSA standards - Nuclear energy


• N288.6 - Environmental risk assessments at nuclear facilities
Contact: Jon Lee: Email: jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 26, 2021. Access a
review draft of the standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4344


• N288.5 - N288.5 - Effluent and emission monitoring programs at nuclear facilities
Contact: Jon Lee: Email: jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 21, 2021. Access a
review draft of the standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4344


• N288.5 - N288.5 - Effluent and emission monitoring programs at nuclear facilities
Contact: Jon Lee: Email: jon.lee@csagroup.org; Review closing date: November 21, 2021. Access a
review draft of the standard (free log-in) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4344


*
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Workplace environment 
health and safety 
FEDERAL Legislature
The next sitting of Parliament is scheduled for November 22, 2021


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


November 13, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 43
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
It replaces Order No.42, gazetted on October 30, 2021.
Access Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nc1


FEDERAL Management resources 


Weekly summary of COVID-19 and re-opening requirements across Canada 
Reminder: “2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada” is a concise
tracking sheet, updated weekly by the Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety
(CCOHS). The resource summarizes the status of business and community restoration plans
across all Canadian jurisdictions and documents the local state of emergency orders and
what phase of recovery each jurisdiction is in. 
Additionally the tracking sheet covers what kinds of gatherings are permitted, various travel
restrictions across the country as well as linking health and safety guidance provided for
businesses as people return to serving the public. This tracker is regularly updated to provide
current information as the situation across Canada changes.
Access 2021 COVID-19 and Re-Opening Requirements across Canada at:
http://ccinfoweb2.ccohs.ca/legislation/documents/notes/oshleg/2020_COVID-19_Re-opening_Tracker.pdf 


New Guidance on Records of Employment (ROE) codes to use for employees who do
not comply with COVID-19 vaccination policies
Employment and Social Development Canada (ESDC) has provided new guidance with respect to
completing Records of Employment (ROEs) for employers who have terminated employees due to non-
compliance with mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policies.
An employer is required to fill out an ROE when an employee separates from employment or takes a leave of
absence. "Block 16" on the ROE is used to indicate the reason for the employee's leave or separation from
employment. With respect to reasons related to the COVID-19 vaccination, the ESDC website now states
that Block 16 should be completed as follows:


• When the employee does not report to work because they refuse to comply with your mandatory COVID-
19 vaccination policy, employers should use code E (Quit) or code N (Leave of Absence).


• When the employer suspends or terminates an employee for not complying with mandatory COVID-19 
vaccination policies, use code M (Dismissal).


The following codes may also be used in Block 16, for reasons related to COVID-19 more generally:
• Code A (Shortage of Work) – when the employee is no longer working because the business has
decreased operations or closed due to COVID-19; and
• Code D (Illness or Injury) - when the employee is sick or quarantined.


Source/courtesy: Article by Tamara Ticoll, Stikeman Elliott LLP, at:
https://www.stikeman.com/en-ca/kh/canadian-employment-labour-pension-law/new-guidance-roe-codes-to-use-for-employees-who-do-not-comply-with-covid-19-vaccination-policies
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FEDERAL Management resources (continued)


TDG ‘Regulatory Sandbox’ on Electronic Shipping Documents
Reminder: Transport Canada is currently testing the use of electronic shipping documents for
dangerous goods transport until 2022. Under the pilot program, selected companies are
authorized, under specific conditions, to use electronic shipping documents for testing within
their systems. First responders and inspectors are evaluating the use of electronic shipping
documents in various ways, such as emergency simulations. To find out more, or to participate
in the project, contact Transport Canada at: TDGEShipping-ExpeditionETMD@tc.gc.ca


Background: Under the terms of Canada’s Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service Regulations, as of June 12, 2021,
all commercial trucks operating in Canada (including US trucking carriers that operate across the border) must be equipped
with an electronic logging device certified by an approved third party testing entity.


Health and Safety Metrics Guide
Reminder: This guide, revised in September and posted on October 21, 2021 by Energy
Safety Canada, provides a framework for recording and calculating occupational health and
safety metrics for the Canadian energy industry. The guide covers: identification of recordable
injuries and illnesses; identification of contractors' eligibility for reporting; calculation for
exposure hours; and identification of recordable medical aid and first aid.
Access the guide at: 
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Resource/Guidelines-Reports/Health-and-Safety-Metric-Guide


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Offshore OH&S Regulations for East Coast expected prior to December 31, 2021
Reminder: Interim Regulations - proposed under the Offshore Health and Safety Act this summer - expire on
December 31, 2021 - at which time the government is expected to implement permanent regulations. 
Access the Interim Regulations in the July 24, 2021 edition of Canada Gazette Part I,  at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-24/html/reg1-eng.html


*


ALBERTA  Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 25, 2021.


• Bill 219, Workers’ Compensation (Expanding Presumptive Coverage) Amendment Act,
2021. Private Member’s Bill. First Reading: October 25, 2021. 
Among other things, the following is added immediately after section 24.2:


(3) If a first responder, correctional officer, emergency dispatcher or member of any other class of worker
prescribed by the regulations (a) is or has been exposed to a traumatic event or events during the course of the
worker’s employment, and (b) is or has been diagnosed with a psychological injury by a physician or
psychologist, the psychological injury shall be presumed, unless the contrary is proven, to be an injury that
arose out of and occurred during the course of the worker’s employment. […]


and
COVID-19 presumptive coverage
(2) If, within 14 days of attendance at their usual place of employment, an essential worker tests positive for


COVID-19 (a) the essential worker’s infection is, unless the contrary is proven, presumed to be a personal
injury of the essential worker caused by an accident that arose out of the essential worker’s employment, (b)
the essential worker’s personal injury is to be considered a disabling or potentially disabling condition caused
by an occupational disease, and (c) COVID-19 is considered to be the occupational disease referred to in
clause (b).


(3) The presumption referred to in subsection (2)(a) applies to all essential workers who test positive for COVID-
19 on or after March 20, 2020.


Access Bill 219 at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-219.pdf
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ALBERTA  Legislature (continued)


• Bill 47, OHS Act And OHS Code changes take effect December 1, 2021
Reminder: Long-delayed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act and OH&S Code which
were first set out in the province’s Bill 47, take effect on December 1, 2021. Key changes were
described in detail in the November 1, 2021 edition of EHS Regulatory Alerts. In addition, the Alberta
Government has posted the following information resources: 


• Change highlights: the 2020 OHS Act
This bulletin gives an overview of what has changed and what hasn’t in the 2020 update of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHS Act). Table 1, at the end of this bulletin, gives a detailed
comparison of these changes. Access at:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li065-leg


• Occupational health and safety and the internal responsibility system
This bulletin gives basic information about the internal responsibility system that is the basis of
Alberta’s Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Act, Regulation and Code and highlights changes
made to requirements for joint health and safety committees under the new Act.
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li051-leg


• Health and safety programs: OHS information for employers and prime contractors
This resource talks about the health and safety program requirements in the Alberta Occupational
Health and Safety (OHS) Act. It also provides some foundational elements to consider when
developing and implementing a health and safety program. 
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042-leg


• Health and safety programs - Templates and samples
This resource provides templates and samples from the 'Health and safety programs' bulletin in MS
Word format so employers can adapt them to the organization's needs.
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li042tmp-leg


• Prime contractor role and duties: OHS information for contractors, employers and workers
A prime contractor’s main role is coordinating health and safety on a work site with two or more
employers. Construction or oil and gas work sites with two or more employers must have a prime
contractor. The person in control of a work site must designate the prime contractor in writing. This
resource gives an overview of a prime contractor’s role and some key duties. 
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li018-leg


• Potentially serious incident reporting: legislation updates
This bulletin provides information on legislation changes to potentially serious injury reporting. 
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li067-leg


• Disciplinary action complaints: OHS information for employers and workers
This bulletin explains the disciplinary action complaint process followed by Alberta Occupational
Health and Safety (OHS). This includes what complaints OHS can accept, steps in the process and
how to file a complaint. Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li061-leg


• Right to refuse dangerous work: OHS information for employers and workers
Workers can refuse dangerous work that poses a serious and immediate threat to health and safety. 
This resource gives information about a worker’s right to refuse dangerous work and the processes
involved. Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li049-leg


• Role and duties of Alberta OHS officers: Information for work site parties
This bulletin gives an overview of how occupational health and safety (OHS) officers monitor and
enforce compliance with OHS laws in Alberta. OHS officers can: enter work sites to conduct an
inspection or investigate an incident; and take actions to ensure work site parties comply with
OHS laws. Access resource at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li046-leg


ALBERTA Ministerial Orders


Ministerial Order # 2021-46 introduces comprehensive new OHS Code 
On November 1, 2021, Labour and Immigration Minister, Tyler Shandro, introduced Alberta’s new
Occupational Health and Safety Code. The new OHS Code, set out in the Appendix to the Minister’s
Order, provides over 520 pages of prescriptive direction to support the province’s new Occupational
Health and Safety Act. Access the OHS Code at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Labour_and_Immigration/2021_046_Labour_and_Immigration.pdf
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ALBERTA Management resources


• App to scan COVID-19 vaccine QR codes now available. Beginning October 12, 2021,
businesses and organizations can begin using the free AB Covid Records Verifier app to quickly and easily
confirm their patrons’ vaccination status. Access more information at:
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=801459F4F3BA7-B1C1-9717-4E14290415FE7E8D


• Notice re: non-refillable propane cylinders
Updated on October 1, 2021, this Notice warns that the practice of refilling Specification 39 Propane Cylinders
(typically one-pound camp stove propane bottles) is illegal and poses potential risks of fire and explosion. Access
at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/notice-non-refillable-propane-cylinders


ALBERTA Announcements


On-site data gathering under Certificate of Recognition program suspended
Reminder: In response to Alberta’s public health emergency, on October 7, 2021, Alberta’s Certificate
of Recognition (COR) program implemented an immediate suspension of on-site data gathering
activities by auditors until December 31, 2021. Access the COR program at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/get-certificate-recognition.aspx?_ccCt=cflw-2gcsle-jky90l-fpkgqhw8


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly resumed sitting on October 4, 2021. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices and Orders


August 24, 2021, British Columbia Gazette Part II
Amendments address flammable and combustible liquids; radiation exposures; traffic
control equipment risk assessments and supervision of traffic control persons
Reminder: The Workers' Compensation Board orders that, effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational
Health and Safety Regulation, BC Reg. 296/97, is amended as set out in the attached Appendices A to F.
The amendments address: definitions of flammable and combustible liquids; bonding or grounding of
containers; radiation dose limits with respect to certain kinds of exposure; and definitions, risk
assessments, standards, plans, supervision; and training related to "traffic control" around work sites
and “training control persons”. Among other stipulations:


18.3.1 (1) An employer must not permit workers to engage in a work activity that may expose workers to traffic unless
a risk assessment has first been completed by a qualified person and the risk assessment
(a) meets the requirements of subsection (2) or (3), as applicable, and
(b) takes into account the risks to worker health and safety whenever traffic control is required for (i) ‘emergent’ work,
(ii) brief duration work, (iii) short duration work, or (iv) long duration work.


In addition, provisions under Appendix E address operator certification for persons who supervise, or
operate, a concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace. Among other things:


On and after January 1, 2024, a person must not operate a concrete pump or placing boom at a workplace unless the
person (a) holds a valid concrete pump operator's certificate, issued by the certification authority, for the class or type
of concrete pump or placing boom being operated and operates the concrete pump or placing boom in accordance
with any conditions set out on the certificate […]


Provisions under Appendix F address requirements to secure cargo loads prior to transport - in particular in
relation to loading logs and securing log loads.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n16_222-2021
Access Order at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0222_2021


Reminder: Also, effective December 1, 2021, the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation, B.C. Reg. 296/97, is amended
to accommodate amendments to the following parts of the OH&S Regulation: 
Part 21, Blasting: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-21?lang=en


Part 26, Arborists: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bod-approves-2020-and-2021-amendments-ohsr-may21/part-26?lang=en


Strikethrough versions of the amendments can be accessed through the links above.  
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations 


December 2021 virtual public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments
WorkSafeBC will be holding a public hearing on proposed amendments to the Occupational Health
and Safety Regulation. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the public hearing will be held virtually on
December 8, 2021 with two session times. The virtual hearing will cover proposed changes to the
following parts of the OHS Regulation:
• Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities — Reassignment of refused work - access changes at:


https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/december-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr/part-3?lang=en


• Parts 1, 16, and 28, Housekeeping Amendments  - access changes at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/december-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr/housekeeping?lang=en


• Submit feedback online or by email to ohsregfeedback@worksafebc.com.
• Register to speak at the hearing by calling 604.232.7744 or toll-free to: 1.866.614.7744. 


Consultation launched on determining workplace status
Reminder: WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division recently released a discussion
paper on determining workplace status under the Workers Compensation Act for stakeholder
comment. Comment deadline: December 15, 2021. Access discussion paper at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-determining-workplace-status


BRITISH COLUMBIA Compliance reminders


Changes to protect young workers took effect on October 15, 2021
Amendments to the Employment Standards Act in British Columbia (the "ESA") came into force on
October 15, 2021. The changes include raising the general working age in British Columbia from 12
to 16 years of age.


Mandatory training will improve safety for commercial drivers
Effective October 18, 2021, individuals applying for a BC Class 1 driver’s licence must successfully
complete an ICBC-approved Class 1 MELT course before attempting a road test. BC’s MELT program
was designed to align with the Standard 16-Class 1 Entry-Level Training framework introduced as part
of the National Safety Code in February 2020. Access more information at:
https://www.icbc.com/partners/driver-training/driving-schools/Pages/teach-melt.aspx
Access ICBC Class 1 MELT program information for drivers at: 
https://www.icbc.com/driver-licensing/types-licences/Documents/melt-faqs.pdf


New winter tire regulations now in effect
Reminder: Effective October 1, 2021, winter tires are mandatory for all vehicles on most British Columbia
highways to increase travel safety until spring. Also, effective October 1, 2021, commercial vehicle
operators are required to carry chains on most routes in BC, as indicated by roadside signs. Winter tires
and chain requirements are in effect on most designated highways in BC from Oct. 1 to March 31, 2022. 
Access more information on winter tire regulations and winter driving preparation at: www.shiftintowinter.ca


Proof of vaccination for BC public service 
Reminder: On October 5, 2021, the BC Public Service Agency announced that it will require its 30,000
employees to be fully vaccinated by November 22, 2021. This follows an August 23, 2021 PHO
announcement that individuals 12 years and older will need to show proof of vaccination to access
certain discretionary events. By October 24, 2021, individuals must be fully vaccinated. Proof of
vaccination is a temporary measure that is set to end on January 31, 2022, subject to extensions.
Access a BC Vaccine Card at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/proof


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


E-Limit puts BC Exposure Limits at your fingertips
Reminder: WorkSafeBC recently launched a new digital tool called “E-Limit.” It is designed to
provide information about BC ELs in a searchable and easy-to-read format. E-Limit includes
chemical name and CAS number and associated health hazard notations referenced in BC’s
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. Search E-Limit at: https://elimit.online.worksafebc.com
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MANITOBA - Legislature  - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
The legislature resumed sitting on October 6, 2021.The following is a list of recent EHS-related legislation
passed by the Manitoba legislature and previously summarized in past issues of EHS Regulatory Alerts..
Additionally, the government intends to pass Bill 72, the disability support act and amendments to the Manitoba
Assistance Act, to better support Manitobans and their families living with disabilities:.


• Bill 11:  the workplace safety and health amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php
• Bill 18:  the workers compensation amendment act: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php
The Workplace Safety and Health Act was amended in May 2021, creating some changes to workplace safety and
health laws in Manitoba. To aid in compliance, the Workplace Safety and Health Branch has provided some fact
sheets on appeals and administrative penalties, frivolous and vexatious complaints, and reprisals.
These can be accessed via: “Frequently Asked Questions: Workplace Safety and Health Act Amendments” at:
https://www.safemanitoba.com/News/Pages/News_WSHActAmendments_21SWMB.aspx
• Bill 29:  the reducing red tape and improving services act, 2020: 


https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b029e.php
Stay up to date on the proposed legislation at: www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/bills.html.


MANITOBA - Regulations and Orders in Council


Institutional Safety Officers Regulation under Police Services Act
Amendments to the Police Services Act (PSA), now in force, enable designated health-care facilities
and post-secondary institutions to establish institutional safety officer positions. Regulation 92/2021,
registered October 13, 2021, lays out training, qualification and duties of Institutional Safety Officers
under the Act. Access the Regulation at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/092.pdf


MANITOBA -  Announcements


Province announces change to safety rating monitoring for motor carriers
Reminder: On October 8, 2021, the Manitoba government announced that it has developed a new
standard for assigning safety ratings to companies operating commercial vehicles in the province in
accordance with National Safety Code (NSC) standards developed by the member jurisdictions of
Canadian Council of Motor Transport Administrators (CCMTA). For more information on the safety
rating system visit: www.gov.mb.ca/mit/mcd/safety_monitoring/sfc/ratings.html.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly reconvened on November 2, 2021. 


• Bill 73, An Act to Amend the Safer Communities and Neighbourhoods Act. Second Reading:
November. 5, 2021. Access at:https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-73-e.htm


• Bill 74, An Act to Amend the Electrical Installation and Inspection Act. Second Reading: November.
5, 2021. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-74-e.htm


• Bill 75, An Act to Amend the Mining Act. Second Reading: November 5, 2021. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-75-e.htm


NB Announcements


Employers can now view their 2022 rate notices 
On October 25, it was announced that NB employers can now view their individual assessment rates
through their MyServices account at: https://www.worksafenb.ca/myservices/ 


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Legislature
The House of Assembly reconvened for the fall sitting on October 18, 2021.


• Bill 6, Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Under S.12. (1)
An owner shall implement physical and administrative measures and operational procedures to ensure that
(a) exposure of a radiation worker or other individual to ionizing radiation is kept (i) as low as is reasonably
achievable, and (ii) below the maximum permissible dose of radiation. 
Additionally, among other things, under S.11, an owner must: 
“(h) monitor exposure and maintain records of exposure to ionizing radiation for radiation workers in
accordance with the regulations; (i) discontinue the use of radiation equipment that fails to comply with this
Act and regulations, until required changes have been made to the radiation equipment or the manner of
operation of the radiation equipment; (j) notify the director of (i) an incident leading to the exposure or
suspected exposure of an individual to ionizing radiation in excess of the maximum permissible dose of
radiation, (ii) any exposure of an individual to a level of ionizing radiation in excess of the intended dose of
ionizing radiation, and (iii) any unintended exposure of an individual to ionizing radiation”. Access the full text
of the Act at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2106.htm


• Bill 22, An Act Respecting Off-Road Vehicles. Legislation to enhance safety for all off-road
vehicle users in Newfoundland and Labrador was introduced in the House of Assembly for Second Reading
on October 21, 2021. If passed, the Act, formerly known as the Motorized Snow Vehicles and All-Terrain
Vehicles Act, will apply to all-terrain vehicles, side-by-sides, snowmobiles, mini-bikes, dirt-bikes, dune/sport
buggies, and amphibious vehicles. Proposed changes include:


• the mandatory use of helmets;
• new safety training requirements;
• new supervision requirements;
• new requirements for operating on a highway; and
• increased fines.


Commenting on the legislation, S/Sgt. David Ossinger of RCMP NL, noted that RCMP NL has responded to
47 fatalities involving off road vehicles since 2018. “The mandatory requirement for helmets, seatbelts, safety
training and increased parental supervision, would assist law enforcement with the fight to decrease the
number of injuries and deaths involving off-road vehicles throughout Newfoundland and Labrador”, he said.
Access Bill 22 at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2122.htm


• Bill 38, Accessibility Act, 2021. Royal Assent: November 4, 2021. Among other things, the Bill
would:


• authorize the establishment of accessibility standards to improve accessibility;
• establish an advisory board to make recommendations to the minister regarding accessibility 
standards;


• require an individual, organization or public body that is subject to an accessibility standard to take 
actions to prevent barriers from being created and to identify and remove barriers;


• require public bodies to prepare accessibility plans every 3 years and make them publicly available.
Access full text of Bill 38 at: https://www.assembly.nl.ca/HouseBusiness/Bills/ga50session1/bill2138.htm


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Gazette Notices


October 22, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
COVID-19 Regulations under the Public Health Protection and Promotion Act
Reminder: Newfoundland and Labrador filed its COVID-19 Regulation on October 22, 2021. Under the regulation, among
other things, an individual who is employed by, or who provides services to a business, facility or organization listed in the
schedule shall not enter the premises unless the individual is fully vaccinated or has been granted an approved medical
exemption. Access Gazette Notice for additional details at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20211022.pdf


Related reminder: NL vaccine passports mandatory by October 22. A new mobile app - NLVaxPass - is now available at: 
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/life-during-covid-19/vaccination-record/nlvaxpass-support/


*
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NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature  - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
A speech from the throne, delivered by Lt.-Gov. Arthur J. LeBlanc, opened the first session of the 64th general
assembly of the Nova Scotia legislature on October 12, 2021.


• Bill 18, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 15, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill adds - after subsection (3) - a subsection, (3A), listing cancers and
other diseases and minimum periods to be prescribed under the Act. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b018.htm


• Bill 40, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. Among other
things, this Private Member’s Bill amends the Workers' Compensation Act to provide that earnings-
replacement benefits for former workers of the Cape Breton Development Corporation's underground
coal mine do not expire at age 65 so long as those benefits are reimbursed by the Government of
Canada. The Bill is retroactive to January 1, 2016. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b040.htm


• Bill 42, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: October 21, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services. Access Bill
42 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/64th_1st/1st_read/b042.htm


Track progress of these, and other Bills, at: https://nslegislature.ca/legislative-business/bills-statutes/bills/assembly-64-session-


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of recent OH&S-related Bills
The second session of the 42nd Parliament opened on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 27, Working for Workers Act, 2021. Carried on Second Reading; referred to Standing
Committee on Social Policy on November 3, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the
Employment Standards Act, 2000 to impose a requirement on employers that employ 25 or more
employees to have a written policy with respect to disconnecting from work. The term “disconnecting
from work” is defined to mean not engaging in work-related communications, including emails,
telephone calls, video calls or the sending or reviewing of other messages, so as to be free from the
performance of work.
In addition, a new Part XV.1 of the Act prohibits employers from entering into employment contracts or
other agreements with an employee that are, or that include, a non-compete agreement. Certain
exceptions are provided for. 
The Fair Access to Regulated Professions and Compulsory Trades Act, 2006 is also amended to
prohibit regulated professions from including Canadian experience requirements as qualifications for
registration unless an exemption is granted. Access Bill 27 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-
business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-27


• Bill 16, An Act to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. This Private
Member’s Bill, was carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021. The Bill’s purpose is to amend the
Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997 to provide that an employer who operates a residential care
facility or a group home is a Schedule 1 employer for the purposes of the Act. Access Bill 16 at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-10/b016_e.pdf


• Bill 12, Mandatory COVID-19 Vaccinations in the Education and Healthcare Sectors Act,
2021. Carried at First Reading on October 7, 2021, this Private Member’s Bill requires specified
education and healthcare sector organizations to require their employees to be fully vaccinated with a
COVID-19 vaccine. Access Bill 12 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-2/bill-12
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices
November 6, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
O. Reg. 727/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
Among other things, Schedule 1 to the Regulation is amended by adding a section on “Opt-in re: proof
of vaccination, exceptions to capacity limits, etc”. This Regulation came into force on October 25,
2021. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21727
O. Reg. 715/21: Hours of Service under Highway Traffic Act 
Among other things, the Regulation outlines requirements concerning: hours of service for commercial
vehicle drivers; record-keeping requirements and the use of Electronic Logging Devices. Access the
regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21715
October 30, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
O. Reg. 710/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
The Regulation provides the latest information regarding the manner of confirming that a patron is fully
vaccinated against COVID-19 or is entitled to an exemption under subsection (6). Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21710
October 22, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
O. Reg. 698/21 made under the Reopening Ontario Act 
The Regulation provides the latest information regarding the number of members of the public
permitted to be in a particular room in the indoor portion of a rentable meeting or event space at any
one time. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21698
O. Reg. 678/21: Rules for areas at Step 3 and at the ‘roadmap exit step’ 
This amendment increases the permitted capacity at meeting and event spaces, including conference
centres or convention centres. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21678
O. Reg. 665/21: 2022 premiums under the Workplace Safety & Insurance Act
For the purposes of clause 88.1 (1) (b) of the Act, $100,422 is the amount prescribed for the period
beginning January 1, 2022. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21665


ONTARIO Announcements


Plan to Safely reopen Ontario and manage COVID-19 for the long-term
On October 22, 2021, the Ontario government released A Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario and Manage
COVID-19 for the Long-Term. The Plan outlines the province’s gradual approach to lifting remaining
public health and workplace safety measures by March 2022. In the absence of concerning trends,
public health and workplace safety measures will be lifted based on the proposed following milestones:
November 15, 2021 - The government intends to lift capacity limits in the remaining higher-risk settings
where proof of vaccination is required.
January 17, 2022 - In the absence of concerning trends in public health and health care, the province
intends to begin gradually lifting capacity limits in settings where proof of vaccination is not required.
February 7, 2022 - The government intends to lift proof of vaccination requirements in high-risk
settings, including night clubs, strip clubs, etc. 
March 28, 2022 - At this time, it is intended that remaining public health and workplace safety
measures will be lifted, including wearing face coverings in indoor public settings. In addition, the
provincial requirement for proof of vaccination will be lifted for all remaining settings. For details, access
release at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001027/ontario-releases-plan-to-safely-reopen-ontario-and-manage-covid-19-for-the-long-term


COVID-19 eye protection required within two metres of other workers
Reminder: The Ministry of Health has determined a high risk of COVID-19 transmission exists if a
masked worker is not wearing eye protection when working within two metres of another person -
masked or otherwise - for more than 15 minutes. Employees who work indoors within two metres of an
unmasked person must wear appropriate eye protection and masks as required under the Reopening
Ontario Act. 
The eye protection requirement applies to both indoor and outdoor settings if the work being performed
involves workers who are required to be working within two metres of an unmasked person.
Access Using masks in the workplace at:  https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace
Access related resource at: 
https://www.wsps.ca/resource-hub/articles/new-covid-eye-protection-requirement-what-you-need-to-know?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=164665183&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9QbiEmnau85SDPpO2AmocT9onjBnk2jWlNFCSDV-L_79AzWWw3RSd36V4v3_8aLi9wh60CM5EtJaN7UoYF_0aTV69jRdXPZcvXaR3vybD4j_AD8DU&utm_content=164665183&utm_source=hs_email
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ONTARIO Compliance reminder


Amendments clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required 
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) was recently
amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review requirements. The changes,
described in detail in previous issues of EHS RA, come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access the full text of the amendments at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


Proposal to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997 to enable the distribution
of surplus funds from the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's (WSIB’s) Insurance Fund
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register that the WSIB be empowered to distribute surplus amounts in the
workers’ compensation fund to employers. Comment deadline: November 22, 2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39547


Proposed amendments to the Employment Standards Act, 2000 (ESA) for requirement for
policies on disconnecting from work
On October 29, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register to amend the ESA to require employers that employ 25 or more
employees on January 1 of any year to have a written disconnecting from work policy in place by 
March 1, 2021. Under the proposal, employers would have to provide a copy of the written policy (or
amended policy) to each employee within 30 days of preparing (or changing) the policy or within 30
days of a new employee becoming an employee of the employer. Comment deadline: November 22,
2021. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=oA7w9xEHbtd3x-fPlfNhXPR?language=en&postingId=39527


Amendments to OH&S  Act provide a new definition of the term ‘engineer’
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) is proposing to
amend the Occupational Health and Safety Act with respect to terminology related to engineers. Access
Proposal Number: 21-MLTSD 019. Comment deadline: November 21, 2021. Access posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=39147


Amendment to Reg. 543 s.3 (2): X-Ray Safety Code proposes adopting updated requirements
for shielding methodology under the Healing Arts and Radiation Protection Act (HARPA)
Reminder: On October 7, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Health posted a proposal to amend HARPA
Reg 543 to replace compliance with Health Canada's Safety Code 20A with the most recent Safety
Code 35 for shielding methodology published by the Consumer and Clinical Radiation Protection
Bureau of Health Canada. Comment deadline: November 22, 2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=EFiMUn_Rl8yGrNAlL2Jb9ZS?language=en&postingId=39127


Proposed changes for the next edition of Ontario's Building Code (Fall consultation)
Amendments are being proposed to the Building Code (O. Reg. 332/12) to, among other things, clarify
building officials' ability to use remote inspection methods as an alternative to physically attending the
construction site. The changes are described in "Proposed Building Code Changes: Existing Technical
Variations and Ontario-only Changes" at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=39287&attachmentId=51297
Comment deadline: December 4, 2021. Access the Ontario Regulatory Registry posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=G8RstICKIHBy4iPukf7cm8t?language=en&postingId=39287


ONTARIO Management resources


Workplace Safety & Insurance Board’s ‘By the Numbers’ report now available
Reminder: WSIB’s 2020 By the Numbers statistical report highlights OH&S trends in Ontario, including
injuries, fatalities and return-to-work results. The report can also be used to understand industry trends,
identify key areas to focus on and inform updates to health and safety plans and processes. Access
report at:https://www.wsib.ca/en/bythenumbers
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly launched a new parliamentary session on October 19, 2021. The following lists OH&S-related
Bills currently under consideration: 


• Bill 102, An Act mainly to reinforce the enforcement of environmental and dam safety
legislation, to ensure the responsible management of pesticides and to implement
certain measures of the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy concerning zero emission
vehicles. Reinstated on October 20, 2021. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-102-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Reinstated on October 20, 2021, the bill introduces various measures to, among other things, extend
francization to enterprises employing 25 or more persons. It amends the provisions relating to
francization committees and francization programs, and introduces other provisions relating to the
establishment of French language learning services within enterprises.
The bill also sets out the obligations applicable to employers to ensure that the workers’ right to carry
on their activities in French is respected. The bill also strengthens provisions relating to the use of
French as the language of commerce and business - in particular regarding signs and posters and the
drafting of certain documents, such as contracts relating to certain sales of immovable property. 
Access Bill 96 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 
October 6, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder: The  following two notices in the October 6, 2021 edition of the Gazette Officielle outline the details of the funding mechanism
related to 2022 contributions and benefits under the Act Respecting Industrial Accidents and Occupational Diseases which governs the
province’s workers’ compensation system. The regulations are as follows:


Regulation respecting the applicable percentages for the purposes of levying the
assessment on employers personally liable for the payment of benefits for 2022 
Access Gazette Notice for 2022 rates at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf


Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting financing under the Act re: industrial
accidents and occupational diseases 
Access the Gazette Notice to view new Schedules at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105267.pdf


QUEBEC Compliance reminders 


Amendments to OH&S Regulation address work which involves a risk of drowning 
Amendments to Division XXVI.II - “Work which involves a risk of drowning in water” - comes into force
on March 22, 2022. Topics covered include: work which involves a risk of drowning; gathering
information and measures for preventing drowning; information provided to workers prior to performing
work; wearing a personal floatation device or a life jacket; characteristics of a personal floatation
device or a life jacket; rescue plans; rescue boat; and thermal protection. 
Access the Gazette at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105273.pdf


Amendments to noise regulations under the Act respecting Occupational Health and
Safety to take effect on June 16, 2023 
Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures comes into force on June
16, 2023. For details, access the Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. The Bill aims to better align construction codes with accessibility standards
to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in Saskatchewan. The new
Construction Codes Act (CCA) will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices
October 22, 2021, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II
2022 provision workers’ compensation assessment rates 
As required under subsection 134(4) of the Workers’ Compensation Act, the WCB has published the 2022
preliminary premium rates for any industry rate code that exceeds the 2021 premium rate by more than 10.5 per
cent. Four rate codes will see a premium rate increase for 2022 greater than 10.5 per cent:
• Metal Foundries and Mills - per cent increase: 19.75%
• Road Construction and Earthwork - per cent increase:14.20%
• Operation of Railways - per cent increase:13.59%
• Farming and Ranching - per cent increase:10.53%
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/115121


*


THE TERRITORIES


YUKON


New Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act tabled in the Yukon Legislative Assembly
On October 13, 2021, Richard Mostyn, Minister responsible for the Yukon Workers’ Compensation
Health and Safety Board, tabled Bill No. 8, the Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act, which would
amalgamate the current Workers’ Compensation Act and Occupational Health and Safety Act under a
new Workers' Safety and Compensation Act. Access Bill No.8 at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/35-1-Bill008-Workers-Safety-Compensation-Act.pdf


NWT


Northwest Territories and Nunavut consulting on compensation policies
The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commissions governing Northwest Territories and Nunavut is
inviting stakeholder comments regarding the effectiveness of the following:
• Policy 00.03 - Interjurisdictional Agreements;
• Policy 02.04 - Coverage outside the Northwest Territories and Nunavut;
• Policy 02.07 - Megaproject assessments.
For more information, access the Commission’s website at: https://www.wscc.nt.ca/


*
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Chemical compliance
Health Canada seeking additional information on nanomaterials
Health Canada is seeking any additional information to support the risk assessment of nanoscale Zinc
Oxide and Titanium Dioxide which were the subject of a CEPA Section 71 mandatory survey notice in
2015. For more information, contact Andrew Sluiter at Health Canada at: andrew.sluiter@hc-sc.gc.ca


November 13, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Government seeking more information from manufacturers with respect to substances
containing bisphenol A 
The Minister of the Environment gives notice that the government requires industry to provide
information to help assess whether 188 substances, including bisphenol A (BPA) and BPA structural
analogues or functional alternatives, are toxic or are capable of becoming toxic. The notice applies to
any person who, during the 2019 calendar year, (1) manufactured a total quantity greater than 10 kg of
a substance; (2) imported a total quantity greater than 10 kg of a substance, whether the substance was
(a) alone (b) at a concentration equal to or above 0.02% by weight (w/w%) in a mixture or in a product;
or (c) at a concentration equal to or above 0.02% by weight (w/w%) in a manufactured item. Responses
to this notice shall be submitted to the Minister of the Environment, no later than March 16, 2022. 
For more details, see page 4 of this issue of EHS Regulatory Alert. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


November 6, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Assessment of 10 substances of the Flame Retardants Group identifies six as “toxic” 
Following a screening assessment of 10 substances referred to collectively as the Flame Retardants
Group, the government has concluded that six of the 10 meet one or more of the toxicity criteria set out
in section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA). The toxic substances are identified
under the following abbreviations: TPHP, BPDP, BDMEPPP, IDDP, IPPP and TEP.
Four substances (TBOEP, TEHP, BEHP and TDBDPB) do not meet any of the criteria for toxicity set out
in section 64 of CEPA. However, TBOEP and TDBDPB are associated with ecological effects of
concern. Therefore, follow-up activities to track changes in exposure or commercial use patterns are
under consideration.
In Canada, the alkyl and aryl organophosphates subject to this assessment are primarily used as either
additive flame retardants or plasticizers in various applications involving hydraulic fluids, plastics, rubber
products, textiles, foam, paints, adhesives and sealants, and building materials. Some of these
substances are also used in food packaging applications (TPHP, IDDP, TEP, TEHP, TBOEP) and foam
(TEP) and as formulants in pest control products (TPHP, IPPP, TEHP). TPHP is also used in nail care
products in Canada. 
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


November 6, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Ministers recommend that phenol, methylstyrenated (MSP) be classified as ‘toxic’ under CEPA
MSP (CAS RN 68512-30-1) is an organic substance of unknown or variable composition, complex
reaction products and biological material (UVCB), which has been proposed for use in paints and
coatings on ships and large equipment. Based on an investigation into the substance, it was found that
the substance is highly toxic to aquatic organisms and that some components are also associated with
endocrine estrogenic activity and endocrine effects on organisms. It is proposed, therefore, to
conclude that MSP meets one or more of the toxicity criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA. It is also
proposed that MSP meets the criteria for persistence and bioaccumulation as set out in the
Persistence and Bioaccumulation Regulations of CEPA. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-11-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


- end -
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance
INTERNATIONAL Announcements


Leaders Summit on Climate - proceedings, statements and releases
On April 23, 2021, US President, Joe Biden, convened 40 world leaders in a virtual Leaders Summit
on Climate to rally the world in tackling the climate crisis. 
Highlights of commitments and targets announced at the summit are as follows:
• the United States submitted a new “nationally determined contribution” (NDC) under the Paris


Agreement setting an emissions target of a 50-52% reduction below 2005 levels in 2030. 
• Japan will cut emissions 46-50% below 2013 levels by 2030, with strong efforts toward achieving a


50% reduction, a significant acceleration from its existing 26% reduction goal.
• Canada will strengthen its NDC to a 40-45% reduction from 2005 levels by 2030, a significant


increase over its previous target to reduce emissions 30% below 2005 levels by 2030.
• India reiterated its target of 450 GW of renewable energy by 2030 and announced the launch of the


“US-India 2030 Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership” to mobilize finance and speed
clean energy innovation and deployment this decade.


• Argentina will strengthen its NDC, deploy more renewables, reduce methane emissions, and end
illegal deforestation.


• The United Kingdom will embed in law a 78% GHG reduction below 1990 levels by 2035.
• The European Union is putting into law a target of reducing net greenhouse gas emissions by at least


55% by 2030 and a net zero target by 2050.
• The Republic of Korea, which will host the 2021 P4G Seoul Summit in May, will terminate public


overseas coal finance and strengthen its NDC this year to be consistent with its 2050 net zero goal.
• China indicated that it will join the Kigali Amendment, strengthen the control of non-CO2 greenhouse


gases, strictly control coal-fired power generation projects, and phase down coal consumption.
• Brazil committed to achieve net zero by 2050, end illegal deforestation by 2030, and double funding


for deforestation enforcement.
• South Africa announced that it intends to strengthen its NDC and shift its intended emissions peak


year ten years earlier to 2025.
• Russia noted the importance of carbon capture and storage from all sources, as well as atmospheric


carbon removals. It also highlighted the importance of international curbs on methane emissions.
Access the full agenda and list of participants at: https://www.state.gov/leaders-summit-on-climate/.
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FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


Government Bills


• C-28, Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. First Reading: April
13, 2021. Proposed amendments to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) represent the
first major reform to CEPA since it was updated more than 20 years ago.
According to the government, the changes will strengthen protections for Canadians and the
environment by: 


• recognizing a right to a healthy environment for every individual in Canada  - a first in a federal statute
in Canada;


• assessing real life exposure based on the cumulative effects of a substance in combination with
exposure to other substances, and better-protecting populations most at risk due to greater
susceptibility or potential exposure to harmful substances;


• implementing a new regime for toxic substances that pose the highest risk;
• supporting the shift to less harmful chemicals through the establishment of a Watch List of substances


capable of meeting the criteria in CEPA to be considered at risk if, for example, there should be an
increase in exposure;


• creating a new Plan of Chemicals Management Priorities; and
• amending the Food and Drugs Act (FDA) to provide the ability to develop a regulatory framework


under the FDA to assess and manage the environmental risks of new drugs.
In addition, the Government will take action to improve information for supply chain managers and to
enhance mandatory labelling for certain consumer products, giving Canadians greater access to
information about the substances to which they are exposed.
Access Bill C-28 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-28/first-reading


Related legal analysis of impacts - “Proposed modernization of Canada’s environmental protection laws to have far-reaching
effects for chemicals, drugs, and consumer products” by Gatlin Smeijers and John Greiss; Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at: 
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/a6d7fa9f/proposed-modernization-of-canadas-environmental-protection-laws
Related statistics: Greenhouse gas emissions in Canada increased in 2019 - the first year that the national carbon pricing mechanism was in place -
according to a new report published April 12, 2021 by Environment and Climate Change Canada. Canada produced 730 megatonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions in 2019, an increase of one megatonne - or 0.2 per cent - over 2018.
To reach its emissions targets, the government will dramatically increase the carbon levy over the next decade from its current level of $40 at tonne to
$170 a tonne by the end of this decade, increasing the costs borne by consumers when buying gasoline, home heating, natural gas and propane,
among other fuels.


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading:
March 10, 2020. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets
are to be set by the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


Related update: Members of new National Net-Zero Advisory Board announced: On February 27, 2021, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change announced the formation of a Net-Zero Advisory Body, pursuant to
the Act. This independent group comprising 15 experts has a mandate to engage with Canadians and provide
advice to the Minister on pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. More information at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html
List of advisory board members at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading: February 17, 2020. This enactment stipulates that
the Government of Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are
consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access
Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA
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Private Member’s Bills


• Bill C-285, An Act to amend the Pest Control Products Act (glyphosate). First Reading: April
15, 2021. This enactment would amend the Pest Control Products Act to prohibit the manufacturing,
possession, handling, storing, transportation, importation, distribution or use of glyphosate. Access Bill C-285
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-285/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste).Among other things, the Bill proposes to ban exports of non-recyclable
plastic waste from Canada to foreign countries. Having passed Second Reading, the Committee on
Environment and Sustainable Development reported the Bill with amendments on: April 13, 2021.
Access the Bill (2nd Reading) at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill C-232, An Act respecting a Climate Emergency Action Framework. Bill defeated at Second
Reading: March 24, 2021: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-232/first-reading


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. First Reading (House of
Commons): February 25, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal
of its transitional regulations: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage). Second
Reading: February 22, 2021: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Second Reading and Referral to Committee: February 24, 2021. 
Access Bill C-206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. Note
that many of the elements recommended in this Bill are to be pursued under the provisions of a
renewed CEPA - as per Bill C-28.
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


Related Note: The progress of federal government legislation ‘at a glance’ is summarized and updated regularly at:
https://www.parl.ca/LEGISinfo/LAAG.aspx?Language=E


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Consumer Product Safety
Act (Surface Coating Materials)
The objective of this regulatory proposal is to amend existing regulatory requirements for surface
coating materials and applied surface coating materials under the CCPSA so that they are clear,
consistent, relevant to all types of coating materials (including stickers, films and similar materials).
Health Canada is proposing to amend regulations under the Act by:
• expanding the meaning of a surface coating material to include surface coating materials that do not


“dry” on application, such as powder coatings that are applied electrostatically, and other decorative
surface coating materials that may be applied to products during manufacture, such as stickers or
films; 


• introducing a 90 mg/kg total lead limit in surface coating materials applied to furniture; 
• removing the restrictions on lead, mercury and certain other harmful elements in surface coating


materials applied to parts of products that are inaccessible; 
• removing an outdated test method for certain harmful elements in applied surface coating materials;
• requiring testing to be done in accordance with a method that conforms to good laboratory practices;


and 
• ensuring consistency between regulations. 
Access the Gazette Notice and opportunities to comment at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/reg1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (Continued)


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice of intent to address the broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
The Government intends to move forward with activities to address the broad class of per- and
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) because scientific evidence to date indicates the PFAS used to
replace regulated PFOS, PFOA, and long-chain PFCAs (LC-PFCAs) may also be associated with
environmental and/or human health effects.
The large majority of the 4,700 PFAS, as identified by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, have not been assessed and are not being managed globally.
“Substance-specific information is lacking for most PFAS that are currently used, including those that
have been used to replace restricted PFAS. The large number of PFAS that are commercially
available and their diverse chemical structures, combined with the lack of data on the hazards and
properties of the individual substances, renders a traditional substance-by-substance assessment and
management approach impractical. 
“Considering PFAS as a class of chemicals would better address situations where exposure occurs to
multiple PFAS at the same time. This will allow the Government of Canada to consider cumulative
effects, and to prevent regrettable substitutions”.
Planned actions
In 2021, the Government of Canada will:
• continue to invest in research and monitoring on PFAS;
• collect and examine information on PFAS to inform a class-based approach; and
• review policy developments in other jurisdictions.
In addition, within the next two years, the Government of Canada will publish a State of PFAS Report,
which will summarize relevant information on the class of PFAS.
Related consultations
As a first step, stakeholders are invited to provide initial feedback on the intent to address PFAS as a
class, including any challenges or opportunities they foresee. Stakeholders are invited to submit
relevant information or indicate their interest in being engaged in future discussions by emailing
eccc.substances.eccc@canada.ca. Stakeholders are also invited to subscribe to the Chemicals
Management Plan subscription service at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/subscribe.html
to be kept informed of future information sessions and/or consultations. 
Uses
PFAS are used in a wide range of products, such as surfactants, lubricants, and repellents (for dirt,
water, and grease). PFAS can also be found in other products as diverse as firefighting foams, textiles
(e.g. carpets, furniture, and clothing), cosmetics, and in food packaging materials. PFAS are not
manufactured in Canada but enter through importation, within products or manufactured items.
Characteristics
Well-studied PFAS have demonstrated the following characteristics:
• They are environmentally persistent and mobile within the environment.
• They have been detected in humans, wildlife, and environmental media worldwide. 
• They biomagnify in food webs. 
• They are associated with a range of adverse effects on the environment and effects that may have


implications for human health.
Current regulation
In Canada, risk management actions for PFOS have been in place since 2008. Since 2016, the
manufacture, use, sale, offer for sale or import of PFOS, PFOA, LC-PFCAs, and products that contain
them have been prohibited, with a limited number of exemptions (e.g. manufactured items containing
PFOA or LC-PFCAs) under the Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations, 2012. In 2018, a
consultation document was published outlining a proposal to further restrict these substances by
removing all current exemptions. The proposed regulations are targeted for publication in the spring of
2021.
Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl5 
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


April 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice of time extension granted by the Minister of Environment and Climate Change under
subsection 56(3) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999
On April 7, 2021, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change granted to A-Gas Canada, from
Uxbridge, Ontario, a time extension of 15 months and 20 days to implement their pollution prevention
plan. The period to implement the plan is therefore extended to July 31, 2022.
A-Gas is one of the world leaders in the supply and life cycle management of specialty chemicals
such as refrigerants, hydrocarbon blowing agents, and clean agent fire protection. A-Gas offers a
range of environmental services for the recovery and reclamation of environmentally sensitive
products such as CFCs, HCFCs, HFCs, Halons and associated products.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-17/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


April 14, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001
address tank prewash operations; transfers of effluent; etc. 
Reminder: Among other things, the amendments replace a portion of section 61 of the Vessel
Pollution and Dangerous Chemicals Regulations which deal with tank prewash operations. Other
changes address: fees; Cargo, Fumigation and Tackle Regulations; the schedule to the Administrative
Monetary Penalties and Notices (CSA 2001) Regulations; ventilation procedures; and transitional
provisions. The amendments took effect on April 1, 2021. Access the amendments at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-14/html/sor-dors60-eng.html


Marine Safety Fees Regulations: SOR/2021-59 - introduce series of new fees 
Reminder: The Marine Safety Fees Regulations (the Regulations) introduce 17 fees for five types of
marine safety inspections.  Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-14/html/sor-dors59-eng.html


Regulations Amending the Marine Liability and Information Return Regulations (Certain Fees) 
Reminder: These regulations, now in force, will institute user fees for marine insurance certificates in
accordance with the Service Fees Act. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-14/html/sor-dors61-eng.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Notice of intent to address the broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
As noted on page 4 of this issue of HSERA, on April 24, 2021, the government announced its
intention to address the broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Opportunities to
comment on the proposed regulations are supplied as part of the Canada Gazette notice. In addition,
stakeholders are invited to submit relevant information or indicate their interest in being engaged in
future discussions by emailing eccc.substances.eccc@canada.ca. Stakeholders are also invited to
subscribe to the Chemicals Management Plan subscription service at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/subscribe.html
to be kept informed of future information sessions and/or consultations. 


•  Proposed Greenhouse Gas Offset Credit System Regulations
As reported in the March 1 and March 15 issues of HSERA, the government has identified and
prioritized the four project types described below for its initial protocol development: advanced
refrigeration systems; landfill methane management; improved forest management; and enhanced
soil organic carbon. The Regulations are open for comment until May 5, 2021, with comments
directed to: ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/reg1-eng.html
Access legal commentary by Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/b8384aed/canada-proposed-emission-offset-credit-system-under-the-greenhouse-gas-pollution-pricing-act
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


•  New National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation
On March 26, 2021, the Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, Catherine McKenna, launched
an engagement paper on Canada’s first National Infrastructure Assessment: “Building the Canada
We Want in 2050.” Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. Access the discussion paper at:
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


• Environmental Fines and Sentencing Legislative Review
Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and Parks Canada (PCA) have embarked on a review of
environmental fines and sentencing principles under 10 federal environmental laws. Among others, sections of Acts
under review include the following: Canada Environmental Protection Act (CEPA), sections 272 – 294.4; the
Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA), sections 232 – 252; and Antarctic Environmental Protection Act
(AEPA), sections 50 – 68.3.
As part of the review, ECCC and PCA are seeking stakeholder input during a formal engagement period expected to
begin on June 2 and end on August 31, 2021.  A preliminary paper will be shared later this Spring to support this
engagement.


• Clean Fuel Standard - update - consultations end on June 30, 2021
Reminder: The proposed regulations require liquid fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of the
fuels they produce and sell in Canada, leading to a sustained decrease in the carbon intensity of liquid fuels
used in Canada by 2030 from the 2016 carbon intensity levels. The Regulations also establish a credit market
through which suppliers can create or purchase credits in order to come into compliance with the carbon
reduction standard. Suppliers create credits by undertaking certain designated activities such as reducing the
total amount of carbon in their fuels or investing in green technology. Credits can also be purchased from third
parties who create credits by engaging in similar activities. ECCC is expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel
class will be finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. Access Clean
Fuel Standard: proposed regulatory approach at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard/regulatory-approach.html


Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html


Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the
Federal Fuels Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


•  Blue Economy Strategy Consultation - consultations end on June 15, 2021. Fisheries and Oceans
Canada is developing a strategic framework to guide future actions and investments that will help grow the
ocean-based economy, while advancing conservation objectives. Access consultation page at:
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/blue-economy-economie-bleue/engagement-paper-document-mobilisation/consultation-eng.html


•  Engagement on Policy and Regulatory Initiatives – Fish and Fish Habitat Protection - consultations
end on June 18, 2021. Access details at: http://www.talkfishhabitat.ca


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021. 
Access details at: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on
December 31, 2021. Access details at: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022. 
Access details at: https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP


•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary


•  Training materials to support introduction of TDG training assessment and competency
standard: Transport Canada is currently developing guidance materials in concert with the Human
Resource Systems Group (HRSG) to support the introduction of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency”, which is scheduled to be incorporated by
reference into the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Part 6, later this year. 
Comment deadline: June 2021. Access the standard at: 
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Species at Risk consultations - April 2021 update
In April 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species at Risk Public Registry the
documents listed below:
2021-04-22 Management Plan for the Mormon Metalmark (Apodemia mormo) Prairie Population in Canada
[Proposed]
2021-04-22 Management Plan for the Nahanni Aster (Symphyotrichum nahanniense) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-04-12 Action Plan and Recovery Strategy for the Black-tailed Prairie Dog (Cynomys ludovicianus) in
Canada [Proposed]
2021-04-10 Description of critical habitat of the Red-headed Woodpecker in Point Pelee National Park of
Canada and Riding Mountain National Park of Canada
2021-04-01 Recovery Strategy for the Macropis Cuckoo Bee  in Canada [Proposed]
For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - update
2021-04-19 Marathon Palladium Project — Joint Review Panel Invites Public Comments on Environmental
Impact Statement Addendum Received from Generation PGM Inc.
2021-04-16 Value Chain Solutions - Heartland Complex Expansion Project — Comment Period on the Draft
Tailored Impact Statement Guidelines and Draft Public Participation Plan.
2021-03-22 Waterloo Airport Runway Project — Public Comments Invited on the Summary of the Initial Project
Description.
2021-03-17 Rose Lithium-Tantalum Mining Project — Public comments invited on the Draft Environmental
Assessment Report and Potential Conditions.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - consultations update
Environmental reports - Blind River Refinery


On April 22, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) announced that it has refreshed its
environmental protection review reports. The reports gather, in one place, a wide range of information about
environmental monitoring and population health. The Blind River Refinery environmental protection review is the
first to be published using the new format. It can be accessed at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/sandbox-blind-river-refinery-environmental-protection-review-report
Proposals to amend the Nuclear Safety Regulations
July 14, 2021 is the deadline to submit comments on the discussion paper DIS-21-02, Proposals to Amend the
Nuclear Security Regulations. This document proposes to modernize regulations to adapt to an evolving
security environment and new technologies. It covers changes to areas such as physical security, cyber security
and the protection of nuclear security information, as well as security culture and nuclear security interface with
nuclear material accountancy and control. Consultation on this document is available through CNSC’s e-
consultation platform at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/ 
Access the document at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis_21_02 


CNSC virtual engagements – May and June 2021
On March 24, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted details of the followng upcoming
virtual engagements scheduled for April, May and June 2021:
2021-05-11 Amendments to the Nuclear Security Regulations, including the discussion paper DIS-21-02.
2021-05-12  Blind River Refinery licence renewal.
2021-05-13 Amendments to the Nuclear Security Regulations, including the discussion paper DIS-21-02.
2021-05-20 Near Surface Disposal Facility/In situ Decommissioning Webinar - Series 3: Compliance Verification
2021-06-17: Near Surface Disposal Facility/In situ Decommissioning Webinar - Series 4: Overview of CNSC
Environmental Assessment Reports and Licensing Commission Member Documents.
For more information and links to these webinars, workshops and virtual consultations, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm
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FEDERAL Focus - Budget 2021


Budget puts focus on clean technology as billions directed to climate initiatives
On April 19, 2021, the Liberal government posted the full text of its 2021 budget.
The document pledges billions in new money to encourage the private sector to develop clean
technology – and heavy emitters to adopt it. Specifically, around $17 billion is promised to be spent in
the years ahead to promote a “green” recovery. Included in that is $5 billion more into a fund meant to be
spent on projects used by industry to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. The sum will be spread
out over seven years and is on top of the $3 billion announced when the Liberals unveiled their plan to
reach net-zero emissions by 2050.
Sarah Petrevan, a policy director at Clean Energy Canada, says the total $8 billion will help heavy
industries like steel and cement decarbonize and grow their competitiveness.
Another measure targeting heavy emitters is a new tax incentive to encourage companies to adopt
technology that traps carbon dioxide into the ground from fuel combustion instead of seeing it released
into the atmosphere. The government says it will soon begin consultations on designing a tax credit for
capital spent on carbon capture and storage technology in hopes of increasing how many million tonnes
Canada traps annually.
The Liberals also want to adopt policies that make Canada go over and above its international
commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 30 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030.
Building off of what was promised in the fall economic statement and in hopes of reducing people's
energy bills, Ottawa is also promising to send around $4 billion over five years to the Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corp. to offer interest-free loans of up to $40,000 for households to do green retrofits.
Other climate initiatives include a 50 per cent 10-year reduction on corporate and small business income
tax rates for companies manufacturing zero-emissions technologies, such as solar panels and electric
buses.
It will also establish the first federal green bond with an issuance target of $5 billion. The goal is to attract
investors to finance ways to fight climate change, like through green infrastructure.
Getting more electric vehicles on the road is a priority for the Liberals under its net-zero emissions plan
and the budget promises $56 million over five years to work with countries like the United States on
bringing in standards for zero-emission vehicle charging and refuelling stations.
There's also millions to fund research and decide on policy around how Canada's mineral reserves can
be used to support electric vehicle batteries and other net-zero technologies.
Starting in 2022, the spending plan says Ottawa will start sending rebates to residents in Saskatchewan,
Ontario, Alberta and Manitoba – all subject to paying the federal carbon price – on a quarterly basis,
instead of annually on personal income tax returns.
The budget also promises $2.3 billion in funding to federal departments like Parks Canada and Fisheries
and Oceans to conserve up to one million square kilometres more land and inland waters to meet the
country's 2025 conservation targets.
View the full text of the budget at: https://www.budget.gc.ca/2021/report-rapport/toc-tdm-en.html


FEDERAL Announcements


2021-04-23 The Minister of Natural Resources announced Canada will join the United States in
establishing a new Net-Zero Producers Forum, a platform for oil and gas–producing countries to
discuss how the sector can support the implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate change and
the goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-joins-us-in-establishing-net-zero-producers-forum.html


2021-04-16 Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) announced almost $8.4 million for nine community-
led clean energy projects across British Columbia that will build capacity and support rural and
remote communities reducing their reliance on fossil fuel for heat and power:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-invests-in-nine-community-led-indigenous-clean-energy-projects-across-british-columbia.html


2021-04-16 Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) announced an investment of nearly $10,000 for the
Trans-West Group - a Quebec trucking company - to conduct an energy assessment, identifying
opportunities to lower its fuel costs and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from its heavy-duty trucking
fleet: https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-invests-in-reducing-emissions-for-quebec-trucking-company.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


2021-04-16 The Minister of Environment and Climate Change, announced approximately $3.3 million
for Noventa Energy to cut pollution at the Toronto Western Hospital using innovative technology:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/noventa-energy-partners-using-innovative-technology-to-cut-pollution-at-toronto-western-hospital.html


2021-04-15 Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) announced a $50,000 investment in Toronto’s
Ecohive Inc. to raise awareness of zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) and help Canadians make
informed decisions when choosing their next vehicle. Ecohive is using the funding to develop Torque
Network, a mobile application for the Electric Vehicle (EV) community. The new app will provide EV
owners, enthusiasts and industry experts with a digital space to learn about EVs, grow their network and
communicate with each other through chat features and moderated forums. The app is now available on
the Apple iOS store for download in Canada.
Federal funding is provided through Natural Resources Canada’s Zero-Emission Vehicle Awareness
Initiative, supporting the government’s ambitious target to have all new passenger vehicles sold in
Canada be ZEVs by 2040.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-raising-awareness-on-zero-emission-vehicles-with-mobile-app.html


2021-04-15 The Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson,
announced approximately $1.3M to support five projects that aim to reduce plastic waste, prevent
plastic pollution and support the transition to a national circular plastics economy:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-invests-in-reducing-plastic-waste-and-supporting-the-transition-of-a-circular-economy-for-plastics.html


2021-04-13 Canada and FCM investing in retrofits for community buildings. The Minister of
Infrastructure and Communities, the Honourable Catherine McKenna, launched the Community
Buildings Retrofit initiative to help communities of all sizes overcome the barriers of limited budgets
and expertise when undertaking greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction projects.
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-and-fcm-combat-climate-change-by-investing-in-retrofits-for-community-buildings.html


2021-04-13 Government of Canada delivers on commitment to strengthen the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act,1999 and proposes to recognize a right to a healthy environment:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-delivers-on-commitment-to-strengthen-the-canadian-environmental-protection-act-1999-and-proposes-to-recognize-a-right-to-a-hea.html


2021-04-12 The governments of Canada and Quebec announced that they would be devoting $45
million over five years to ensure the continuity of Montreal’s Biosphere:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/governments-of-canada-and-quebec-and-city-of-montreal-commit-to-the-biospheres-future.html


2021-04-09 The Canadian government announced that it will invest $6 million in the Discovery
Centre’s Inspiring Youth to Climate Action project. This Halifax-based science centre will partner
with 30 science centres across the country to engage approximately 200,000 youth in innovative
activities to fight climate change:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-invests-6-million-in-climate-action-and-education-for-young-canadians.html


2021-04-09 The Canadian government announced that the $750-million Emissions Reduction Fund
(ERF) onshore program is on track to cut, in its first year, methane emissions equivalent to 3.1
megatonnes of carbon dioxide:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/emissions-reduction-fund-onshore-program-on-track-to-reduce-methane-emissions.html


2021-04-08 The Canadian government announced that it is investing $5.9 million from environmental
fines into Let’s Talk Science. With this funding, Let’s Talk Science will engage over 600,000 youth
across Canada in climate science awareness and action:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/04/government-of-canada-invests-in-climate-change-awareness-and-action-project-for-young-canadians.html


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Second Session of the 30th Legislature resumed on February 25, 2021


• Bill 54, the Irrigation Districts Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 22, 2021. Access
this Government Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-054.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 21, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 19, 2021. Government Bill
deals with access to public lands:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading: April 7, 2021. April 20, 2021 reported to
Assembly; debate on concurrence motion to take place Monday, May 3, 2021. This Private Member’s
Bill, sponsored by Rachel Notley, is designed to protect the critical watersheds, including the Oldman
River watershed, and wildlife habitats of the Eastern Slopes “from the irreparable damage that would
result from coal exploration, development and mining”. For context, see contentious debate over coal
policy (below). Access Bill 214 at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf


• Bill 206, Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Second Reading: April 12, 2021.
Private Member’s Bill. Access at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-206.pdf


ALBERTA  Consultations


Development of coal policy continuing to raise concerns
Reminder: Alberta recently announced that it has appointed an independent Coal Policy Committee to
lead a comprehensive public engagement to inform the development of a modern coal policy. Albertans
were invited to share their thoughts in an initial survey. The survey was made available online until April
19, 2021 at: https://www.alberta.ca/coal-policy-engagement.aspx
The engagement process continues to raise concerns, most recently concerning the narrow focus of the
Terms of Reference imposed on the Committee. 
According to the Terms of Reference, “the committee will focus only on matters related to coal that are
under the administration of the minister of energy”.
Critics say that that means it will only be able to discuss matters that arise under legislation such as the
Coal Conservation Act and the Responsible Energy Development Act. The panel won’t be able to
consider concerns that would come under laws such as the Land Stewardship Act, which controls land-
use plans, or the Water Act.
“The vast majority of people are concerned about water and they’re concerned about protecting the
Rockies,” said van Tighem. “We’re not allowed to talk about water and we’re not allowed to talk about
land use.”
The committee will provide a final report to the minister by November 15, 2021.


ALBERTA Gazette notices


April 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Forest Resources Improvement Amendment Regulation 
Made under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act. Among other things, Section 13 is
amended by striking out “February 28, 2024” and substituting “April 30, 2028”.
Companion regulations made under the Forest Act include the Resources Improvement Amendment
Regulation and the Timber Management Amendment Regulation.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 241) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/07_Apr15_Part2.pdf
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ALBERTA  Orders
Ministerial Order 43/2021 under the Emissions Management and Climate Resilience
Act establishes four new high-performance benchmarks under TIER Regulation 
Posted on April 14, 2021, this Order establishes four new high-performance benchmarks under the
TIER Regulation – for crude canola oil, ethyl alcohol, granular urea, and sub-bituminous coal. These
new benchmarks are made available to regulated facilities for the 2020 compliance year and onwards.
The order also substitutes a high-performance benchmark and benchmark unit for bituminous coal in
place of the high-performance benchmark and benchmark unit listed in the Table in Schedule 2 of the
TIER Regulation. The Ministerial Order is available on the Queen’s Printer via alberta.ca -
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ep-43-2021
Links to the Ministerial Order have also been posted on the department’s TIER Regulation webpage -
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx, as well as on
the TIER Conventional Oil and Gas webpage - https://www.alberta.ca/conventional-oil-and-gas.aspx. 
See also:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Environment_and_Parks/2021_043_Environment_and_Parks.pdf


ALBERTA  Management resources


Specified Gas Reporting Standard v.13 released for the 2020 emissions reporting  
On April 20, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) released the updated Specified Gas
Reporting Standard for the 2020 reporting year.
The Specified Gas Reporting Standard details who is required to report specified gas emissions and
how the information is collected. Facilities that are subject to reporting requirements under the Specified
Gas Reporting Regulation must follow the requirements set out in this Standard. 
The person responsible for the regulated facility must submit a Specified Gas Report using ECCC’s
Single Window Information Management (SWIM) system, which is provided at: https://ec.ss.ec.gc.ca/.
Access at: https://www.alberta.ca/specified-gas-reporting-regulation.aspx.


AEP posts clarifications for verifications and compliance reporting under TIER
Reminder: On April 9, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) issued additional clarifications
pertaining to compliance reporting and verifications for the 2020 reporting period. 
Access a Summary of Questions and Answers from 2021 Verifier Training Sessions at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/aep-verifier-training-sessions-q-and-a.pdf
For presentation slides, Q&As, and other materials from these sessions, visit the TIER website at:
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx
Contact:  AEP.GHG@gov.ab.ca for more information.


AEP Master schedule of standards and conditions
On April 19, 2021 Alberta Environment and Parks and the Alberta Energy Regulator posted an


updated version of The Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions (MSSC). The MSSC identifies
conditions that apply to formal disposition applications approved under the Public Land Act. A
disposition must be obtained under the Public Lands Act for any access to, or activity on, public lands
and in compliance with the Public Lands Administration Regulation. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/master-schedule-of-standards-and-conditions


Fire ban system approved activities list: A guide to levels of fire activity restrictions
This reference table providing a side-by-side comparison of the level of permission allowed for specific
fire activities under the various fire restriction categories of Alberta’s fire ban system was updated on
April 26, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/fire-ban-system-approved-activities-list


Fact sheet on responding to cybersecurity incidents
The Government of Alberta’s Cybersecurity Services team recommends precautions and responses
against cyberattacks. Updated: April 23, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/responding-to-cybersecurity-incidents-fact-sheet


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. First Reading: 2021. Among
other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsections:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably believes that
a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety of persons, or to the
environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a relevant protection official.
(6) A protection official may communicate with another protection official about disclosures or information provided or any
direction given under this section, in respect of an imminent risk, to ensure that the protection officials may exercise their
lawful duties, powers and functions in respect of the risk.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: March 5, 2020.
Reminder: Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019,
S.B.C. 2019, c.19 are now in force. The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage
13 Amendments), addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for
specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. Among other things:
Section 1: [EMA s.39]: repeals the definition of "contaminated site relocation agreement";
Section 2: [EMA s.55]:


• repeals the requirement that a person enter into a contaminated soil relocation agreement before     
relocating contaminated soil from a contaminated site and repeals related processes;


• prohibits a person from removing soil from a site used for a specified industrial or commercial use 
unless the person has analyzed the soil and provided notice; and


• imposes restrictions on the deposit of soil at a site if the soil was removed from a site used for a 
specified industrial or commercial use.


Section 3: [EMA s.55.1]: requires an owner of a site to prepare plans, and carry out actions, to
prevent, contain, control and monitor adverse effects if the amount of relocated soil located at the site
is greater than a prescribed amount.
Access Bill 3 at: 
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/41st-parliament/5th-session/bills/progress-of-bills


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25,
2021. Legislative Affairs Committee: April 9, 2021. This Bill amends The Water Resources Administration
Act to provide the government with increased powers to manage water control works and protect provincial
water infrastructure. Under the Bill:
• It is prohibited to deliberately or negligently damage provincial water infrastructure or to impair its function.
• Permits are now required for activities likely to interfere with provincial water infrastructure, such as


construction or the removal of fill.
• The government may issue a repair or removal order to a person for anything done without a permit. 
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Second Reading: March 25, 2021. Social and
Economic Development Committee:April 22, 2021. Under the Bill uniform rules are established respecting
authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 57, The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. First Reading: November 2, 2020. The Bill
proposes tougher fines and possible imprisonment for people interfering with critical infrastructure.
Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Passed Second
Reading: March 24, 2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 225, The Budget Impact Reporting Act. First Reading:April 15, 2021. 
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf
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MANITOBA - Announcements


New $20-million Provincial Parks Endowment Fund
On April 22, 2021, the government announced the creation of the new $20-million Provincial Parks
Endowment Fund that will support park improvements and programming in perpetuity.
This investment builds on the province’s Made-in-Manitoba Climate and Green Plan. 
Recent accomplishments under the plan include:
• the implementation of biofuel regulations that exceed the federal mandate and that will reduce 
emissions from the transportation sector,


• the establishment of the five-year Carbon Savings Account system,
• the launch of the Efficient Trucking Program,
• the increase of the Conservation and Climate Fund to $1 million, and
• the creation of the $102-million Conservation Trust and $108-million Growing Outcomes and 
Watersheds and Wetlands Trust to promote conservation of natural areas.


Additional information about the Made-in-Manitoba Climate and Green Plan can be found at
www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/index.html.


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations


Province posts green paper on working together for vibrant and sustainable communities
Reminder:The government recently posted a 36-page “Green Paper” titled: “Working together for vibrant
and sustainable communities”. The report covers issues such as: the vision and principles of modernizing
the local governance system; regional cooperation; and land use planning.
Access the report at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/Promo/localgovreform/green-paper21.pdf
Comment deadline: May 31, 2021.
More information on engagement sessions will be available at gnb.ca/vibrantNB.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - No new entries for this issue.


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  LEGISLATURE


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Third Reading: April 13, 2021. This Government Bill
would propose various measures to provide for the stewardship, conservation, sustainable use and
governance of biodiversity in the province. Access latest version of Bill 4 at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project funding and development.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm


• Bill 97, the Electricity Amendment Act. Third Reading: April 15, 2021. Among other things,
the Bill allows for the development of programs that will permit a customer, a group of customers or a
third party to generate renewable low-impact electricity for a customer's or group of customers' own
use. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b097.htm


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Among other things, the Bill
amends the Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation Act to (a) require the electricity demand-side
management program to include goals respecting net gains in energy efficiency; and (b) require the
Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation to include elements in the electricity demand-side management 
program that address the needs of low-income homeowners and renters. 
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm
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NOVA SCOTIA -  LEGISLATURE (continued)


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to support and promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise
use of the environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 116, The Sackville Landfill Closure Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's 
Bill. The purpose of this Act is to ensure the permanent closure of the Sackville Landfill and to
prohibit the transfer of any form of waste to the Sackville Landfill Leachate Treatment Plant. Access
full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b116.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. Private Member's 
Bill. The Bill provides for free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water
used as a source of drinking water. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
On March 24, 2021, Minister of Finance and President of the Treasury Board, Peter Bethlenfalvy, released the
province’s 2021 Budget - Ontario's Action Plan: Protecting People's Health and Our Economy. 
Protecting People's Health is the first pillar of the 2021 Budget. See details of the budget Bill 269 (below).


• Bill 269, Protecting the People of Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2021. Royal Assent:
April 27, 2021. The Bill contains no new environment-related initiatives. Access the full text at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-269


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Second Reading: April 26, 2021. Among other things, the multi-
faceted omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 that require priority
connection access to renewable energy generation facilities and the provision of information about a
distribution system’s or transmission system’s ability to accommodate generation from a renewable
energy generation facility. In addition, the Employment Standards Act, 2000 is amended to provide that
an employment standards officer may require an employer to conduct an examination of the
employer’s records, practices or both in relation to one or more provisions of the Act or the regulations.
The employment standards officer may require the employer to provide specified information, including
information about whether the employer has complied with the Act. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. Bill 245 is
an omnibus bill that includes the proposed enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021
which would amalgamate an existing cluster of five land and environmental tribunals into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). The OLT will merge the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal
(LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the Conservation Review Board, the Mining and
Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation. As such, Bill 245 would appear to overhaul the manner
in which administrative appeals from environmental decisions are to be handled in Ontario. 
Access Bill 245 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. The Bill amends the Environmental Protection Act
to prohibit the sale or offering for sale of washing machines that are not equipped with a specified
microplastics filter and to provide for corresponding penalties in case of non-compliance with the
requirement. Access this Private Member’s Bill at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Ordered for
Third Reading on March 24, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill requires persons who sell, offer to sell or
construct floating docks, floating platforms or buoys to ensure that any expanded or extruded
polystyrene in the dock, platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and
particularly with matters dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding
development permits. Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which,
conservation authorities claim, “could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes
against their provincially-delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the
environment”. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Gazette Notice: April 17, 2021
O. Reg. 233/21: Water Taking and Transfer under OWRA
Among other things, O. Reg. 233/21 amends the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) O. REG.
387/04 - Water Taking and Transfer - to establish the following priorities for water use:
1.  Highest priority category of water use, being:


i) water used to protect the natural functions of the ecosystem as described in paragraph 1 of
subsection (2),
ii) water used to supply water for one or more drinking water systems within the meaning of
section 2 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, and
iii) water used to support farm animal production and aquaculture.


2.  Second priority category of water use, being:
i) water used for the irrigation of agricultural crops, and
ii) water used for on-farm washing activities.


3.  Third priority category of water use, being:
i) any water used for a purpose not mentioned in the first, second or fourth 
priority category, including any water used for an industrial or commercial 
purpose, including for watering golf courses.


4.  Fourth priority category of water use, being: any water used for an 
aesthetic purpose.


“Where the Director determines [...] that one or more ground or surface sources of supply are under
stress, in whole or in part, the Director shall post an information notice to that effect on the
environmental registry delineating the geographic area where the source or sources of supply are
under stress, and providing a summary of the information and analysis the Director relied on in making
the determination.
An information notice under subsection (5) shall indicate the Director’s intention to prepare and consult
on a strategy to manage the permitted water takers within the [prescribed] geographic area.
This Regulation came into force on April 1, 2021.
Access the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21233
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21233
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


Gazette Notice: April 17, 2021
O. Reg. 234/21: Registrations under Part II.2 of the EPA re: Water Taking 
Amendments made to the Environmental Protection Act re: water taking also took effect on April 1,
2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21234


Gazette Notice: April 17, 2021
Mine Development and Closure amendments under Part VII of the Mining Act
Among other things, O.Reg. 226/21 amends the Mining Act to stipulate that “where a proponent has
conducted consultation, the proponent shall not submit a closure plan or an amendment to a closure
plan to the Director before the following criteria are met:
1. The proponent has submitted to the Director a consultation report in the approved form, which 


includes information with regard to any arrangement reached with an Aboriginal community or the 
efforts made to reach such an arrangement.


2.  The proponent has received notice from the Director that the Director is satisfied that appropriate 
consultation with Aboriginal communities has been carried out”.


Access the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21226


ONTARIO Regulatory filings


O. Reg. 286/21: Activities on Public Lands and Shore Lands - Work permits and exemptions
On April 15, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.286/21 under the Public Lands Act. Apart from minor
housekeeping changes to the English-language Regulation, the main purpose of the amendments is to post
a French-language version of the Regulation. Access O.Reg.286/21 at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21286


O. Reg. 285/21: Occupation of Public Lands under s. 21.1 of the Public Lands Act
On April 15, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.285/21 under the Public Lands Act. The Regulation deals
with the harvesting of wood. Access O.Reg.285/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21285


O. Reg. 275/21: Renewable Energy Approvals deals with thermal treatment facilities 
On April 14, 2021, the government filed O. Reg. 275/21: Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V.0.1 of
the Environmental Protection Act, R.S.O. 1990. The amendment addresses thermal treatment facilities in
which various products are used as a fuel or fuel supplement in a combustion unit or are subject to
incineration or gasification, without being combined with any other solid or liquid fuel that is, or that is derived
from, biomass or waste biomass. 
Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21275


ONTARIO Announcements


RPRA begins development of Excess Soil Registry
Reminder: On March 15, 2021, the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks directed the
Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) to develop, implement and maintain a registry
for regulated persons to file their required notices as per the On-Site and Excess Soil Management
Regulation, O. Reg. 406/19 (Excess Soil Regulation) under the Environmental Protection Act. 
The project will be completed in two phases. Phase one of the project will develop the essential
regulatory components to allow the regulated community to register and begin filing and updating their
notices by January 1, 2022 - the effective date in the Excess Soil Regulation. 
For more information, access RPRA’s Excess Soil webpage  at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/


ONTARIO Consultations


May 14 deadline to comment on 2021 Registry fees for tires, batteries and electronics
Reminder: On March 31, 2021, the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) launched
consultations on its proposed 2021 Registry fees for tires, batteries and electronics. Comment
deadline: May 14, 2021. The RPRA proposal can be accessed at:
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-Proposal_March-30_Final.pdf
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario’s annual report on
species assessments
ERO # 019-3524; Bulletin posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 27, 2021.
The Ministry gives notice that the 2019-20 Annual Report to the Minister of Environment,
Conservation, and Parks from the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario
(COSSARO) is now available. Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3524


• Amendments to the Transitional Operating Agreement between the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks and the RPRA
ERO # 019-2886; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 26, 2021.
The government has confirmed changes to the Operating Agreement between the Minister and the
Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) to ensure that RPRA provides transparent
and effective oversight for our producer responsibility model. The amended and restated Operating
Agreement (OA) came into effect on April 23, 2021. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2886


• Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021
ERO # 019-3534; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on April 26, 2021. Comment deadline: May 26, 2021.
The government is soliciting public comment on proposed regulatory changes to address stunt
driving as well as to protect vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and highway workers,
improve truck safety, and oversight of the towing sector. Other specific proposals address: 
- the introduction of a framework that would establish a vehicle-based infraction for passing a street 
car illegally, allowing a charge to be laid on the basis of photographic evidence; and 


- various measures to encourage the use of e-bikes in place of motor vehicles and increasing e-bike    
transit ridership to allow smaller e-bikes may be able to be set on transit bike racks.


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3534


• Regulating 13 invasive species and watercraft as a carrier of invasive species under
Ontario’s Invasive Species Act, 2015
ERO # 019-3465; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on April 21, 2021. Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry has developed a regulation proposal under the
Invasive Species Act, 2015 that would classify 13 species as either prohibited or restricted invasive
species, make related changes as a result of the classification of these species, and regulate
watercraft as a carrier of invasive species. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3465


• Proposed amendments to regulations made under the EPA and OWRA to make
modifications to Environmental Activity and Sector Registry requirements and
exemptions for low risk short-term water taking activities
ERO # 019-2525; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 19, 2021.
The government formally gives notice that the ministry is moving forward with amending regulations
made under the Environmental Protection Act and the Ontario Water Resources Act (outlined
elsewhere in this issue) to streamline permissions for certain low risk short-term water taking
activities. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2525


• New Minister's Fee Regulation for the Proposed Modernization of Property
Information Program
Regulatory Registry proposal # 21-MECP009; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 16, 2021.
The proposed Modernization of Property Information (MPI) program is intended to allow the public to
place an online request for property-related information held by the ministry to determine the
availability of records for a particular property. The ministry is proposing to charge a fee of $65 per
request to cover the costs of developing and operating this new service.
Note: This proposal was posted on the Regulatory Registry only and does not appear on the ERO
site. Access details at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=o1267wsaOIEcOvrDynhV9D_?language=en&postingId=37051
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed changes to certain land division provisions in the Planning Act
Regulatory Registry proposal # 21-MMAH008; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing  on April 15, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to the Planning Act related to control of the division of land
(subdivision control, plans of subdivision, consents and validations), as well as other housekeeping
or consequential changes to the Act. Comment deadline: May 25, 2021.
Note: This proposal was posted on the Regulatory Registry only and does not appear on the ERO
site. Access details at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=Dg50GrfR4evWDajs-h1IThF?language=en&postingId=37010


• Updates to Guideline A-5 regarding the control of air emissions from stationary
combustion turbines
ERO # 019-2061; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 15, 2021.
Ontario is proceeding with plans to update its Guideline A-5 to align with recent federal guidance
regarding the control of air emissions from stationary combustion turbines. Guideline A-5 describes
the technical requirements that the ministry uses as a basis to control and monitor discharge of
contaminants to the air (such as nitrogen oxides and carbon monoxide), including: in-stack emission
limits; fuel specifications; source testing; and continuous monitoring.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2061#decision-details


• Proposed amendments to regulations under the Environmental Protection Act and
the Environmental Assessment Act for combined heat and power systems that use
natural gas or wood biomass as fuel
ERO # 019-1134; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 15, 2021.
As of July 1, 2021, the new levels of approval for combined heat and power systems that use natural
gas combustion turbines or wood biomass as fuel include:


• low-impact, less complex CHP systems (e.g. in a community centre), that meet specific criteria
would be exempt from requiring an environmental approval;


• medium-sized systems (e.g. in a university or small industrial facility), will be required to register on
the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR); once a project is registered on the EASR,
facilities can operate immediately;


• large, complex CHP systems (e.g. energy production facilities) will require a conventional
environmental compliance approval.


As a result of these changes, most small and medium-sized high efficiency CHP systems that use
natural gas combustion turbines or wood biomass as fuel will be exempt from an environmental
assessment. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1134


• Eliminating Renewable Energy Requirements
ERO # 019-3471; Proposal posted on April 15, 2021.Comment deadline: May 25, 2021.
The government is proposing to repeal three sets of legislative provisions in the Electricity Act, 1998
(EA) and the Ontario Energy Board Act,1998 (OEBA) that promote and prioritize renewable energy
generation projects. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3471


• A proposal to amend regulations under the Mining Act regarding the closure plan
amendment 45-day service standard
ERO # 019-2463; Updated by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on April 1, 2021.
Reminder: The following regulations came into force on April 1, 2021.
- O. Reg 240/00 (under the Mining Act)
- O. Reg 308/12 (under the Mining Act)
- O. Reg 681/94 (under the Environmental Bill of Rights)
- O. Reg 242/08 (under the Endangered Species Act)
According to the government, the amendments to the Mining Act will provide a more predictable and
consistent timeline for the submission and review of closure plan amendments and will match the
existing standards for the review of closure plans. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2463
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Update to the Ministry of Transportation’s Statement of Environmental Values
ERO # 019-3422: Posted by the Ministry of Transportation on March 26, 2021; Comment deadline: May 10, 2021
Reminder: The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is proposing to update its Statement of
Environmental Values (SEV) in order to acknowledge the priority of addressing climate change and
ensure up-to-date references. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3422


• Updating Ontario’s Water Quantity Management Framework
ERO # 019-1340; Policy updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on March 31, 2021.
Reminder: Ontario’s new water quantity framework is established by amendments to O. Reg.
387/04 and O. Reg. 63/16, which were filed on March 31, 2021 and come into effect on April 1,
2021, to coincide with the expiry of the bottled water moratorium. The amendments are outlined in
detail on page 15 of HSERA. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1340


• Proposed Implementation of Updates to Ontario’s Water Quantity Management Framework
ERO # 019-2017; Policy updated by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on March 31, 2021.
Reminder: This new guidance is intended to help water permit holders understand the new rules
and to assist in the implementation of new regulatory enhancements to the Water Taking and
Transfer regulation. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2017


• Updating the Part II Order request process under the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO # 013-2099: Updated on March 31, 2021.
Reminder: This guide provides further clarity on the information needed to submit a Part II Order
request for a Class Environmental Assessment project under the Environmental Assessment Act.
The proposal notice was updated on March 31, 2021 to conform to the broader Environmental
Assessment Modernization initiative. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-2099


• Ontario Critical Minerals Framework Discussion Paper
ERO # 019-3281; posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on March 10, 2021; Comment deadline: May 9, 2021.
Reminder: The Ministry recently released a discussion paper to help it formulate Ontario’s first-ever
critical minerals strategy. Access the discussion paper at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/CM_StrategyFramework_DiscussionPaper_02032021_Accessible_EN%20FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3281


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - LEGISLATURE 


• Bill 13, the Water Act. The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June
16, 2021. Four regulations needed initially to implement the Act were published on February 22, 2021.
They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment
and


• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


• Bill 108, the Environmental Bill of Rights.Introduced April 2021. Among other things, this Private
Member’s Bill would establish an environmental registry under an appointed Environmental
Commissioner. Access Bill 108 at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=b3e26a6c-433c-4524-ab5a-d9e77a348486&fileName=bill-108.pdf


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
Adopted: March 25, 2021. Among other things, the Bill:


- proposes that the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new
register compiling information on areas that, while not designated as protected areas, are covered by
other effective conservation measures;


- introduces a new land use assignment mechanism for areas situated north of the 49th parallel;
- amends the procedure for designating protected areas; and
- introduces two new protected area protection statuses, namely, “protected area with sustainable


use” and “marine reserve”, and withdraws the “aquatic reserve” status.
Access Bill 46 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Passed: March 24, 2021. The bill amends the Act respecting land use
planning and development in order to, among other things, grant regional county municipalities the
power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management. Access Bill 67 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act
to give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by
their activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite
the financing of those systems. The bill also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-
profit body to take on the responsibility for developing, implementing and financing a product
stewardship plan. Access Bill 65 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Sitting held: March 11, 2021. Under the bill, the
procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is amended, as are the conditions for carrying on
activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats. Access Bill 88 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Assent: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework
policy and creates an advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and strategies. 
Access Bill 44 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
See also the final text published in Gazette Officielle notice on February 10, 2021 at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2106-A.PDF


QUEBEC Gazette notices


April 24, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Amendments to require electric vehicles to be used for the transportation of school
children
The draft Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting road vehicles used for the transportation of
school children, made under the Environment Quality Act makes certain amendments to the
inscriptions and colours allowed on electric school buses. It also provides for the requirement to use
fully electric school buses for the transportation of school children by, or for, a school service centre, a
school board or a private educational institution. However, an exception is made for school buses
whose model year is prior to 2023 and which were registered in Queb́ec on the date of coming into
force of the Regulation. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104977.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette notices (continued)


April 21, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft regulation prohibits oil heaters in new residential buildings
The draft Regulation prohibits, as of December 31, 2021 in certain new residential buildings and, as of
December 31, 2023 in certain existing residential buildings, the installation of boilers, furnaces and
water heaters powered in whole or in part by oil. It also prohibits, in certain existing residential
buildings, the replacement of such appliances with other appliances powered, in whole or in part, by
fossil fuel. In addition, it prohibits - as of December 31, 2023 - certain repairs to certain appliances,
based on their date of manufacture. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104996.pdf


April 14, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Wildlife habitat charts posted under the Conservation and Development of Wildlife Act
The notice amends several wildlife habitat charts related to herons and egrets.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104967.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


April 16, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Crown Resource Land (Fees) Amendment Regulations, 2021
The Gazette Notice features amendments to the Crown Resource Land (Fees) Regulations, 2021 to
add clauses dealing with, among other things, ecotourism.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112576


THE TERRITORIES Yukon


• Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021), was introduced on March 11,
2021 immediately before the Legislative Assembly was dissolved on March 12, 2021 to make way for
the general election which was held on April 12, 2021. The Bill, should it be revived, is intended to
amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act to address the regulation of roads constructed or used to
access resources such as mines, minerals, oil and gas.


• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made
pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021- 2022 financial years”.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on March 31, 2021.


NUNAVUT
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on March 16, 2021. 
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Gazette Notices


April 14, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Marine Liability and Information Return Regulations (Exporters) 
Reminder: The objective of the regulatory amendments is to ensure that all parties that ship oil to,
from and within Canada contribute to the shared liability regime for providing compensation for oil
pollution damage, based on the total annual amounts shipped (by weight).
The amendments will require persons (i.e. exporters) in Canada to report the total quantities of each
type of persistent or non-persistent oil they have exported in bulk as cargo on a ship, if, in a calendar
year, they export:
• over 150,000 metric tons of persistent oil (for example heavy oil, such as crude oil and fuel oil); and
• over 17,000 metric tons of non-persistent oil (for example refined oil, such as gasoline and jet fuel).
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-14/html/sor-dors63-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Emissions Reduction Fund Onshore Program on track to reduce methane emissions 
Reminder: On April 9, 2021, the Honourable Seamus O'Regan Jr., Minister of Natural Resources,
announced that the $750-million Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) onshore program is on track to cut,
in its first year, methane emissions equivalent to 3.1 megatonnes of carbon dioxide.
Since the program launched in October, the Government of Canada has signed contribution
agreements with 15 companies totaling $71.5 million, representing 40 projects across British Columbia,
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.
The ERF program features repayable contributions with flexible five-year payback period options for
projects that aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as partially repayable contributions for
projects that aim to eliminate emissions.
All upstream and midstream oil and/or gas sector companies with projects to reduce or eliminate
routine venting of methane rich natural gas from conventional, tight and shale oil and gas operations
can apply.
Download the applicant guide for the second intake period at:
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/nrcan/files/erf/ERF%20-%20EN%20-%20Applicants%20Guide%20-%20Jan%202021%20-%2029.pdf
Release: https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/emissions-reduction-fund-onshore-program-on-track-to-reduce-methane-emissions-808212835.html


Related report - Canada set a goal in 2016 to cut methane emissions by 40 to 45 per cent in 2025 compared to what they
were in 2012. However, a new report from the Pembina Institute and Environmental Defence says the regulations in place
now for methane will only achieve a 29 per cent cut by 2025. Access related Environmental Defence report at: 
https://d36rd3gki5z3d3.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/17-72_MethaneLeaks_Primer_FINAl.pdf


Canada launches Hydrogen Strategy steering committee  
Reminder: On April 9, 2021, the Honourable Seamus O'Regan Jr., Minister of Natural Resources,
announced the formation of the Hydrogen Strategy Implementation Strategic Steering Committee to
advance and measure the progress outlined in the Hydrogen Strategy for Canada launched in
December 2020.
The committee, co-chaired by Natural Resources Canada and the Canadian Hydrogen and Fuel Cell
Association, is composed of senior leaders from across industry, provincial and territorial partners, non-
government organizations and Indigenous partners.
It will establish priorities, guide actions, share knowledge and track results to deliver on
recommendations outlined in the Hydrogen Strategy — laying the foundation for success in the short
term and identifying activities in the medium and long term to unlock hydrogen's full potential in 2050.
Release: 
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/canada-launches-hydrogen-strategy-steering-committee-829889673.html
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FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER)  releases: 


CER publishes letter on public disclosure of contaminated sites information
Reminder: On April 12, 2021, the CER posted a letter giving notice to all companies regulated under
the Canadian Energy Regulator Act that it plans to post disclosures of contaminated sites information. 
The CER plans to publicly release information in a phased approach. The first phase involves publishing:
a Notice of Contamination (NOC). NOCs submitted to the CER between the dates of August 15, 2018
and April 30, 2021 will be published later this month (May 2021). 
The information in the NOC and associated annual updates are to be published in the CER Regulatory
Database Index (REGDOCS) and as a dataset on the Government of Canada’s Open Government
website. For any inquiries related to this letter please contact the CER at: remediation@cer-rec.gc.ca.
Access the letter at: 
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90463/4085023/C12305-1_CER_-_Letter_-__All_Companies_Regulated_under_the_Canadian_Energy_Regulator_Act_-_Public_Disclosure_of_Contaminated_Sites_Information_-_A7S4T1.pdf?nodeid=4085148&vernum=-2


Commission issues decision on Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC request for confidential
treatment
On April 29, 2021, the CER issued its decision granting Trans Mountain ULC’s request [Filing C12675]
to keep the names of its insurers confidential.
The Commission decided Trans Mountain has met the test for confidentiality found in the Canadian
Energy Regulator Act (CER Act) and recognized that sharing the names of Trans Mountain’s insurers
could reasonably be expected to make it harder for Trans Mountain to get insurance at a reasonable
price and prejudice its competitive position.
As a pipeline company with the capacity to transport more than 250,000 barrels of oil daily, Trans
Mountain must maintain $1 billion in Financial Resources, to meet its obligations under the CER Act and
the Pipeline Financial Requirements Regulations. 
Access the release at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/commission-issues-decision-on-trans-mountain-pipeline-ulc-request-for-confidential-treatment.html


ALBERTA Gazette Notices


April 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Oil and Gas Conservation Rules Amendment Regulation 
Made under the OIl and Gas Conservation Act. Section 16.530(1) is amended
(a) by striking out “2020-2021 fiscal year” and substituting “2021-2022 fiscal year”;
(b) by striking out “$65 000 000” and substituting “$70 000 000”;
(c) by striking out “September 5, 2020” wherever it occurs and substituting “April 3, 2021”.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 195) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/07_Apr15_Part2.pdf


April 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Energy Regulator Administration Fees Rules Amendment Regulation 
Made under the Responsible Energy Development Act, the amendment addresses administrative fees
charged by the AER. Access the Gazette Notice (page 195) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/07_Apr15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA AER bulletins


Bulletin 2021-15
Invitation for Feedback on New Water Conservation Policy Manual
On April 20, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) issued an invitation to stakeholders to comment
on the draft Manual XXX: Water Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations. The manual
provides guidance for Water Act licence applications that fall under the scope of the Government of
Alberta's Water Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations. 
To provide feedback, complete the comment form and send it by email to regman@aer.ca. Comment
deadline: May 21, 2021. 
The draft edition of the manual is available on AER’s website: www.aer.ca > Regulating Development >
Rules and Directives > Manuals.
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ALBERTA AER bulletins (continued)


Bulletin 2021-16
Updates to Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands Application Manual
On April 22, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) issued a new edition of Manual 018: OneStop
Public Lands Application. The updated manual provides additional guidance on the application process
for public lands dispositions issued by the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER). It includes information on
how to submit applications for new dispositions, amendments, and renewals in OneStop. The manual
also explains procedures for providing site entry notifications, plan replacement submissions, and
cancellations in OneStop.
Submitting pre-2019 remedial action plans
With these changes licensees will have the ability to submit a pre-2019 remedial action plan (RAP) as
required by the Remediation Regulation, which came into effect on January 1, 2019. Under the
regulation, a remedial action plan (RAP) must be submitted by the person responsible (usually the
licensee) for any released substance if remediation will not be completed within two years from the time
of becoming aware of the release.  
AER notes that a licensee may have become aware of a substance release before January 1, 2019,
and determined that the release did not trigger release reporting requirements. However, if the licensee
has subsequently determined that the release has caused, is causing, or may cause an adverse effect
(for example, tier 1 or 2 guideline concentrations in soil and groundwater are exceeded), then section
2.2 of the Remediation Regulation requires a RAP to now be submitted.  
To assist the submission of RAP information for previously unreported pre-2019 substance releases, a
geo-spatial RAP submission tool is being developed. 
For lower risk previously unreported pre-2019 substance release sites, when geo-spatial tool RAP
information or a professional contamination management report and RoSC (Record of Site Condition) is
submitted, licensees will not also be required to report the release per the release reporting
requirements. If the release is ongoing or there are any other release reporting triggers present (aside
from the potential for adverse effect), the licensee must follow the release reporting requirements.
More information can be found on the AER website, www.aer.ca under Pre-2019 Substance Releases.
The revised edition of Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands Application Manual is also available on the
AER website at: www.aer.ca.


Bulletin 2021-14
Province updates to Oil and Gas Conservation Rules change well spacing requirements
Reminder: On March 26, 2021, the Government of Alberta updated the Oil and Gas Conservation
Rules (OGCR). In particular, Section 4.021(1) was modified to remove well spacing prescriptions from
the rules. Instead of prescribing standard well spacing based on production type and area, the OGCR
now provides the Alberta Energy Regulator with the general authority to limit, by order, the number of
wells that may be produced in a drilling spacing unit.
In response to these changes, on April 9, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted Bulletin
2021-14 - “Changes To Well Spacing Requirements”. AER also revised Unit 7 of Directive 065:
Resources Applications for Oil and Gas Reservoirs to align its requirements and processes with these
OGCR changes. Access the bulletin at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-14


Bulletin 2021-12
New Edition of Directive 067 - Volumetric and Infrastructure Requirements
Reminder: On April 8, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released new editions of Directive
007: Volumetric and Infrastructure Requirements and Manual 011: How to Submit Volumetric Data to
the AER.
In Directive 007, helium is specified as a substance for reporting purposes. In Manual 011, codes
regarding helium have been added to the appendices and minor changes were made to better align it
with current Petrinex functionality. The new editions of Directive 007 and Manual 011 are available at:
www.aer.ca. 
Access the bulletin at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-12
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ALBERTA Management resources


Roles, Relationships and Responsibilities Regulation re: gas distribution
This regulation is made under the Gas Utilities Act and establishes the functions and obligations of gas
distributors, retailers and default supply providers, and authorizes the Alberta Utilities Commission to
establish a settlement system code regarding the provision of gas services and gas distribution service.
Resource updated: April 14, 2021. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2003_186.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779824472


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


BC OGC implements revised regulations addressing consultation and notification
under the Oil and Gas Activities Act
Pursuant to the Oil and Gas Activities Act, the Board of the Oil and Gas Commission has implemented
the following changes, effective June 1, 2021:
i) the Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 279/2010 is repealed;
ii) the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 50/2021, is in effect;
iii) amendments to the Emergency Management Regulation, B.C. Reg. 271/2017, the Fee, Levy and
Security Regulation, B.C. Reg. 8/2014, and to s.1 of the Oil and Gas Road Regulation, B.C. Reg.
56/2013 are in effect.
Access details at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0050_2021


(IB 2021-02)
Commission takes steps to appoint Receiver for SanLing Energy Ltd.’s assets 
On April 22, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that SanLing Energy Ltd. intends to cease operations in
BC and Alberta as of April 30, 2021. As a result, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) and
Alberta’s Orphan Well Association have jointly applied to the Court to have a receiver appointed over
SanLing’s assets. SanLing has 94 wells in BC, all of which have been shut in.
This is the first time the Commission has initiated receivership. 
Access details at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-takes-steps-to-appoint-receiver-for-sanling-energy-ltd-s-assets-ib-2021-02/


(INDB 2021-13)
Kiskatinaw Seismic Monitoring and Mitigation Area Special Order enhancements  
On April 19, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that it has made enhancements to the Kiskatinaw Seismic
Monitoring and Mitigation Area (KSMMA) Special Project Order, which is aimed at induced seismicity
from hydraulic fracturing operations involving horizontal, multi-stage fracturing in a well in the
Farmington and Tower Lake areas of northeast BC.
The KSMMA is a special project order that originally came into effect May 2018. It requires seismic
hazard pre-assessments, community engagement and real-time seismic monitoring during operations
within the order area.
Access details at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/kiskatinaw-seismic-monitoring-and-mitigation-area-special-project-order-enhancements-indb-2021-13/


(INDB 2021-12)
Changes to Electronic Submission of Methane Leak Detection and Repair (LDAR)
Surveys 
On April 14, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice of changes to the eSubmission portal that support the
electronic submission of methane leak detection and repair (LDAR) surveys.
Permit holders submitting methane LDAR reports in eSubmission must have the “Methane Reporting”
security role. For additional information regarding obtaining security roles or the electronic submission of
methane LDAR report, please refer to the eSubmission User Guide on the Commission’s website at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/energy-professionals/online-systems/esubmission/ 


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
Environmental Quality guidelines
Federal environmental quality guidelines - Copper
On April 14, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted Federal Environmental Quality
Guidelines for copper. The post describes the Federal Water Quality Guideline (FWQG) for the
protection of freshwater aquatic life from adverse effects of copper (Table 1). The Guideline is based
on the biotic ligand model (BLM) approach. The approach allows for the consideration of a diverse set
of water quality parameters which are known to impact copper toxicity to aquatic life. 
This FWQG is for dissolved copper because (i) dissolved copper is the most bioavailable form; 
(ii) concentrations of total copper in Canadian surface waters can be affected by non-bioavailable
mineral forms; and (iii) most of the toxicity data used for deriving the guideline are based on exposures
to dissolved copper.
Access the FWQG at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines-copper.html#toc3


Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage outlining
both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


CSA and ISO standards update
• W211 - Management Standard for Stormwater Systems (new standard)
Reminder: This Standard provides: a) an outline of the key policies and procedures needed for
effective management of a Stormwater System; b) a framework for increasing public safety by
identifying and mitigating environmental and economic risks to the system; and c) the ability to
demonstrate enhanced environmental outcomes through the effective application and continual
improvement of the Stormwater Management System. Contact: lynn.barber@csagroup,org
Review start date: March 10, 2021. Review end date: May 10, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4070


• CSA Z94.4.1 - Performance Standard for Filtering Respirators
Reminder: The current version of the standard addresses filtering respirators for particulate matter
only. This document solely covers product performance requirements for the respirator certification
process, manufacturer quality control/documentation and auditing are described in separate
documents. Respirator selection, use and care is covered by CSA Z94.4. 
It is anticipated that future work will create content for Canadian respirator performance standards
covering gas/vapour filtering respirators, atmosphere-supplying respirators and Chemical-Biological-
Radiological-Nuclear protective respirators. Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date:
May 29, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4140


• D250 - School Buses (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard specifies the chassis and body requirements and safety equipment
requirements for school buses. It is intended that this Standard will apply to those vehicles
manufactured on and after November 1, 2022. Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date:
May 25, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4138


Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards


• New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021. See associated advisory at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


- 26 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, May 1, 2021







Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards (continued)


• New standard for dangerous goods training to be incorporated into TDG Regulations
Reminder: As reported earlier in HSERA, Transport Canada is currently moving forward with
regulatory work to support the incorporation of the first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency” into Part 6 of the TDG Regulations. Access
the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Access the site
at: https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


April 28, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Motor Vehicle Safety Act:
SOR/2021-83
The following changes are being made to the provisions regarding Standard 1106 in the Motor Vehicle
Safety Regulations (MVSR):
• Paragraph 2(a) of Schedule V.1 is amended to clarify that a company can choose to certify to one of


the applicable standards. This provision's wording will be amended to replace the “and” at the end of
the paragraph with “or.”


The following change is being made to the Motor Vehicle Tire Safety Regulations (SOR/2013-198):
• Paragraph 5(4)(a) is amended to update the winter tire definition.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-28/html/sor-dors83-eng.html


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (Minimum Sound Requirements
for Hybrid and Electric Vehicles)
It is proposed that the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (MVSR) be amended to introduce Canada
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (CMVSS) 141 — Minimum Sound Requirements for Hybrid and Electric
Vehicles (CMVSS 141). The proposed safety standard includes requirements to testable acoustic
parameters when the vehicle is about to move or is moving at low speeds. These requirements would
ensure that blind, visually impaired, and other pedestrians and pedal cyclists are able to detect and
recognize nearby hybrid and electric vehicles. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/reg3-eng.html


April 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 25
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. The Interim Order Respecting Certain
Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 24, made on March 17, 2021, is repealed.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-17/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


April 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Reminder: Two Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-
19. The O-I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-03/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations): https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-03/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


FEDERAL Management resources


McCarthy Tetrault posts COVID-19 Recovery And Re-opening tracker
Reminder: This regularly-updated resource summarizes the recovery and re-opening measures which have
been announced to date in each jurisdiction across Canada. 
Access at: https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/articles/covid-19-recovery-and-re-opening-tracker


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Transport Canada stands firm on ELD compliance deadline
Reminder: Transport Canada has reaffirmed the compliance deadline for using electronic logging
devices. As of June 12, 2021, all carriers operating in Canada, who are currently required to use paper
or electronic records of duty status, will be required to use a certified ELD.
Canada is currently working on training materials for their inspectors, and expects to be doing some sort
of in-service training for the ELD rule this spring. For more information, access the full text of source
article at: https://www.truckinginfo.com/10137477/transport-canada-stands-firm-on-eld-deadline


CVSA Roadcheck set for May 4-6 
As noted previously in HSERA, the US-based Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has set May
4-6, 2021 for this year’s International Roadcheck. Over that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle
inspectors in jurisdictions throughout Canada, Mexico and the US will check drivers’ operating
credentials, hours-of-service documentation, seat belt usage, and test for alcohol and/or drug
impairment. 


*


ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill
amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation
Act. Changes to the WCA will come into force on April 1, 2021, while the new OHSA will come into force on
proclamation (exact date yet to be announced).
Access article by Lawson Lundell LLP on the new Occupational Health and Safety Act at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/the-new-occupational-health-and-safety-act
Access article by Lawson Lundell LLP on the new Workers’ Compensation Act at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/changes-to-the-alberta-workers-compensation-act


ALBERTA Consultations


Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Code review plan 2020 - 2023 engagement 
Reminder: A new Occupational Health and Safety Act is expected to come into effect on September 1,
2021. 
Over the next 3 years, the Alberta government plans to update the associated Occupational Health and
Safety Code (OHS Code) - a regulation under the Act. The Code is to be reviewed in 3 phases.


(this article continues on next page)
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ALBERTA Consultations (continued)


OHS Code review: Year 1 – Parts requiring the most immediate updates and content
requiring changes under Bill 47
Parts of the OHS Code under review in year 1 comprise the following:
• Part 4: Chemical hazards, biological hazards and harmful substances – (includes Proposed Updates


to Occupational Exposure Limits at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/lbr-part4-proposed-occupational-exposure-limits.pdf)
• Part 6: Cranes, hoists, and lifting devices – including new standards for digger derricks, hoists, boom


cranes and tractors, portal and pedestal cranes; 
• Part 10: Fire and explosion hazards – includes changing prescriptive requirements to outcome based


requirements;
• Part 11: First aid – includes harmonizing first aid requirements with other Canadian jurisdictions by


referencing Canadian Standards Association (CSA) standards for training;
• Part 13: Joint work site health and safety committees – changing prescriptive requirements to


outcome-based requirements;
• Part 15: Managing the control of hazardous energy - includes streamlining provisions for complex


lock out procedures;
• Part 16: Noise exposure – includes proposed measures to address exposure to ototoxic chemicals


(chemicals which can increase hearing loss with concurrent noise exposure);
• Part 17: Overhead power lines;
• Part 18: Personal protective equipment – including new standards for PPE to protect against


electrical arc flash hazards and for equipment used by fire fighters;
• Part 20: Radiation exposure;
• Part 33: Explosives – includes consolidating explosive requirements in the OHS Regulation and 


section 36 (Mining) into part 33;
• Part 36: Mining safety – includes consolidating requirements for mining from the OHS Regulation; and
• Part 37: Oil and gas – includes changing prescriptive requirements to outcome based requirements.
Comment deadline: May 10, 2021.
The plan to review is expected to be complete in 2023.
Access the OHS Code Review Plan 2020-23 at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/661e9dc8-7079-4c74-b190-9999cf5a1d34/resource/0cedd3b9-dfd1-44b2-8c69-61ab1e10b4da/download/lbr-ohs-code-review-2020-2023.pdf 


Connect with the OHS Code review at: email: lbr.ohsreview@gov.ab.ca


ALBERTA Management resources


Commercial vehicle safety compliance in Alberta [2021]
The Alberta government has prepared this manual to assist commercial truck and bus companies and
their employees to operate safely and in a manner which is compliant with legislation relevant to the
National Safety Code. The document was updated and posted on April 26, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c5d46860-b4ba-474e-a466-4185cf0010a4/resource/50f9ad9f-aa47-48d6-b391-f9f38d9f78bd/download/trans-commercial-vehicle-safety-compliance-in-alberta-2021-complete-document.pdf


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect, amends 34
provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act) addressing issues related to: occupational health
and safety investigations and convictions; workers’ compensation benefits; the powers of
WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal
Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
Access WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


Recent amendments to the British Columbia Health, Safety And Reclamation Code 
On April 1, 2021, as part of an ongoing review and revision process, seven amendments to the Health,
Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in British Columbia came into force. 
The Code, and its enabling statute, the Mines Act, are the primary sources for health and safety
regulation of mining operations in British Columbia. Among other things, the Code establishes the
responsibility of mine managers to actively identify work place hazards, and to mitigate the risk that such
hazards pose to workers.
The amendments are directed primarily at aligning the Code with changing federal and provincial
standards. This includes changes designed to strengthen worker protection, bolster oversight, and to
make sure that health and safety remains a principal concern for all mining operations.
On July 31, 2021, revisions adding avalanche safety requirements, including avalanche risk
assessments and avalanche safety program development, will also take effect.
Access more details at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-mining/health-safety/health-safety-and-reclamation-code-for-mines-in-british-columbia/codereview


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


New videos to help employers develop and manage COVID-19 safety plans
WorkSafeBC recently posted new videos to help employers manage COVID-19 safety plans.
Access videos at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/campaigns/five-steps-developing-managing-covid-19-safety-plan


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders


Revised order regarding industrial camps
On April 13, 2021, the provincial health officer (PHO) has revised an order regarding industrial
camps, and issued a new order for industrial projects within the Northern Health Authority Region.
Access details at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/April/public-health-orders-april-13-update


BRITISH COLUMBIA OH&S guidelines


Guideline Update
Reminder: On April 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the following proposed updates,
additions and revisions to its OH&S guidelines, as follows:
Guidelines — Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Part 14 Cranes and Hoists


G14.13 Training (revised)
G14.29 Operator protection (revised)


Part 15 Rigging
G15.9 Wedge socket connections (revised)


Part 17 Transportation of Workers
G17.1 Application (revised)
G17.2-1 Employer’s responsibility (revised)
G17.4 Riding restrictions (revised)
G17.6 Hazardous materials (revised)
G17.7 Carrying animals (revised)
G17.8 Passenger compartments (revised)
G17.9 Boarding and leaving - Docking facilities (revised)


Part 23 Oil and Gas
G23.43 Ventilation openings (revised)


New and revised guidelines are posted for a 60-day preliminary period, during which time the
stakeholder community may comment and request revisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


*
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Passed Second
Reading: March 24, 2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of
the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Compensation - For calculating compensation, maximum annual earnings are set at $150,000. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. The
appeal commission now has the authority to establish practice and procedure rules. The position of
employer adviser is created to assist employers in understanding the Act.
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25,
2021. Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now
referred to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a
decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous
or vexatious, or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and
maximum fines for offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to the
Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18 above). 
Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 26, The Human Rights Code Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25, 2021. Under
this Bill, the power to dismiss complaints is broadened and made available before an investigation
takes place. Access Bill 26 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b026e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons).
Second Reading: March 25, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to
temporarily control traffic on behalf of a third party, such as a festival organizer or a film production
company. Access at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


MANITOBA Updates


WCB policy manual updates
On April 7, 2021, Policy 31.05.10, Cost Relief/Cost Transfer - Class E was revised to refer to
Manitoba Regulation 132/2020, Adjustment in Compensation Regulation. Access at:
https://www.wcb.mb.ca/policy-manual-updates


*
NEW BRUNSWICK - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make a
minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make changes
to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and
provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this issue.


*


NOVA SCOTIA - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11,
2021. This Private Member's Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or
face coverings to employees. Access Bill 8 at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


• Bill 94, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: April 7, 2021. This Private
Member's Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b094.htm


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Amendments are made to the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. Among other things,
a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain premiums payable by
employers for the 2021 calendar year. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is given regulation-
making powers with respect to the calculation and the period during which the special rule applies.
Access Bill 238 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Ordered for Third Reading: March 31, 2021. The Bill
would amend The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1,
2005, to be equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights.
Access Bill 246 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246


• Bill 267, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act (Access to Mental Health
Support for Essential Workers), 2021. Second Reading: April 12, 2021; lost on division.This
Private Member’s Bill amends the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board Act to provide that the
chronic or traumatic mental stress of certain individuals is presumed to have arisen out of and in the
course of the individuals’ employment. The presumption applies to any individual who, at any time
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Ontario, worked for a business that the Government of Ontario
listed as essential in an order under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act or the
Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020, or who was otherwise considered
essential. 
Access Bill 267 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-03/b267_e.pdf


• Bill 260, Stopping Harassment and Abuse by Local Leaders Act, 2021. First Reading:
March 8, 2021. The amendments require the code of conduct for municipal councillors and members
of local boards to include a requirement to comply with workplace violence and harassment policies.
Access Bill 260 at https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-03/b260_e.pdf


• Bill 247, Paid Personal Emergency Leave Now Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 26, 2021;
lost on division. The Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to require employers to provide up
to 10 paid days of leave per year for personal illnesses, injuries or medical emergencies. Access Bill 247
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-247
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ONTARIO Consultations


Occupational Health Consultation on revised OELs
On April 22, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development launched consultations on
new or revised occupational exposure limits (OELs) based on the American Conference of
Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) recommendations for 2018 and 2019. 
Proposed changes based on the 2018 ACGIH recommendations include the following:
• Addition of listings for 7 substances to regulation: Aldicarb, Allyl methacrylate, Bendiocarb, Boron


trifluoride ethers, tert-Butyl hydroperoxide, Carfentrazone-ethyl, and Fludioxonil.
• Revisions to exposure limits and/or listings for 11 substances currently regulated: Chlorine, Chlorine


dioxide, Chromium and inorganic compounds, N, N-Dimethyl acetamide, Dimethylformamide, Lead
chromate, Methane, Natural gas, Paraquat, Phosphine, and Thioglycolic acid.


• Removal of separate listings and OELs for 9 substances:
- Calcium chromate, Chromite ore processing, Chromyl chloride, Strontium chromate, Zinc 
chromates. These substances continue to be regulated under listing for Chromium and 
inorganic compounds.


- Ethyl cyanoacrylate and Methyl 2-cyanoacrylate combined into a single listing - Cyanoacrylates, 
Ethyl and Methyl.


- Isopropyl acetate and n-Propyl acetate combined into a single listing - Propylacetate isomers.
• Removal of the listing and OELs for Insoluble Cr VI compounds.
Proposed changes based on the 2019 ACGIH recommendations include the following:
• Addition of listings for 9 substances to regulation: Cyanazine, Dimethylphenol (all isomers), Indium tin


oxide, Methyltetrahydrophthalic anhydride isomers, Monomethylformamide, o-Phthalaldehyde,
Propylene glycol ethyl ether, Sulfoxaflor and Thiacloprid.


• Revisions to exposure limits and/or listings for 20 substances currently regulated: Chlordane, o-
Chlorobenzylidene malononitrile, Cobalt and inorganic compounds, Dinitrobenzene (all isomers),
Dinitro-o-cresol, EPN, Fluorine, Isobutyl nitrite, 4,4’- Methylene bis(2-chloroaniline), Methyl vinyl
ketone, Nitrapyrin, 5-Nitro-o-toluidine, Pentachloronaphthalene, Sulfometuron methyl, Temephos,
1,1,2,2-Tetrabromoethane, Tetramethyl succinonitrile, 2,4,6-Trinitrotoluene, Tin, and m-Xylene α,α’-
diamine.


• Removal of separate listing and OELs for Cyclopentadiene. The substance would be regulated under
the new listing Dicyclopentadiene, including Cyclopentadiene.


Silica (Crystalline)
Following a review of Ontario’s OELs for silica, and as an important step in further protecting Ontario
workers from occupational exposures to silica, the ministry is proposing to adopt the current ACGIH
limits. An overview of the changes proposed is set out in the consultation paper.
Hydrogen Sulfide
The ministry is proposing to adopt the current ACGIH limits for this substance. An overview of the
changes proposed is set out in the consultation paper.
The MLTSD is also proposing to:
-Align the current OELs for silica in Regulation 833 - Control of Exposure to Biological or Chemical
Agents (Reg. 833) and O. Reg. 490/09 - Designated Substances (O. Reg. 490/09) under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) with the limits recommended by the ACGIH. 
-Align the current OELs for hydrogen sulfide in Reg. 833 with the limits recommended by the ACGIH. 
-Adopt the 2019 version of CSA standard CAN/CSA-Z180.1:19, Compressed breathing air and systems
in Reg. 833, O. Reg. 490/09 and O. Reg. 278/05 - Asbestos on Construction Projects and in Buildings
and Repair Operations (O. Reg. 278/05).
Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
Consultation Paper:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48498
2018 ACGIH Recommendations :
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48496
2019 ACGIH Recommendations:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48497
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ONTARIO Regulations


O. Reg. 290/21: Elevating devices - reporting outages
On April 16, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.290/21 under the Technical Standards and Safety Act, 2000.
The Regulation deals with reporting elevator outages, primarily at long term care homes. Access the
Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21290


ONTARIO Management resources
WSIB changes to Operational Policy Manual 
Changes were recently made to the Operational Policy Manual (OPM) and are posted on wsib.ca.
More information about the following changes can be found on WSIB’s policy updates/clarifications
page:
• consequential policy revisions related to the rate-setting model – effective March 1, 2021.
• housekeeping revisions related to the return-to-work (RTW) policy review – effective March 1, 2021.
• transferring from Schedule 2 to Schedule 1 – effective March 9, 2021.
Access WSIB’s policy updates/clarifications page at: https://www.wsib.ca/en/policy/policy-updates-clarifications


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting April 22, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases called the “Comité scientifique sur les


maladies professionnelles”;
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a work training period under the responsibility of an educational
institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;
• allow the Commission to render a new decision if a change in circumstances impacts a beneficiary’s


entitlement to benefits;
• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the


adapted equipment, health services, medicines and other pharmaceutical products to which a worker
who suffers an employment injury is entitled; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


April 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Safety Code for the construction industry
Reminder: Multiple miscellaneous amendments are made to the Safety Code for the construction
industry.  Among other things, the Code is amended in section 1.1 by inserting definitions for a “non-
destructive examination”; “certified organization”, (an organization certified by the Canadian Welding
Bureau), and “load-bearing part”.
A revised section (2.11.- Electricity) deals with rules governing electrical appliances, electric tools and
extension cords, along with associated standards.
Other sections cover: work platforms and scaffolding, portable tools (including explosive-activated
tools), nailing guns, and saws (including chainsaws).
Access the regulation in the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104961.pdf
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SASKATCHEWAN Compliance reminder


New consolidated Occupational Health And Safety Regulations, 2020 now in effect
Reminder: Effective April 1, 2021, the new Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, RRS
S-15.1 Reg 10 (the “2020 OHS Regs”) will consolidate three current OH&S-related regulations into a
single 3-in-one package. 
Additional substantive changes implemented in the 2020 OHS Regs include adoption of the Canadian
Standards Association (“CSA”) standard Z2110-17, which provides minimum first aid requirements to be
met; and removal of the exemption from the blasting requirements for workers doing seismic exploration 
(s. 26-1 of the 2020 OHS Regs).
Paid Vaccination Leave: Saskatchewan's 2020 OHS Regs have also been amended to add a new
Special Vaccination Leave (s. 6-22.1). Under this provision, workers:


• are entitled to three consecutive hours leave during work hours to receive a COVID-19 vaccination;
• are entitled to more than three consecutive hours if the employer determines the circumstances


warrant a longer break from work; and
• do not lose any pay or other benefits while receiving a COVID-19 vaccination.


This new regulation came into force on March 18, 2021. Access the regulations at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download 


*


Chemical compliance
Federal government posts new guidance document for the notification and testing of
new substances: chemicals and polymers 
On April 14, 2021, the federal government posted a new Guidance Document for consultation. The document
provides assistance for complying with regulatory requirements, including step-by-step instructions for the
completion of a New Substances Notification. When finalized, this new Guidance Document will replace the 2005
Guidelines for the notification and testing of new substances – chemicals and polymers.
Comment deadline: June 30, 2021.
Access draft guidance document and details of participation at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/guidance-documents/guidelines-notification-testing.html


Government develops performance measurement strategy for evaluating controls on
toxic substances: Rolling workplan covers planned evaluations over next four years  
Reminder: Last month the government published a table under its Chemicals Management Plan outlining a high-
level rolling workplan of performance measurement evaluations and risk management strategies for certain
substances. The evaluations are either currently in progress or have been designated to be initiated over the next
four years. See HSERA April 15 edition for more information. Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/performance-measurement-toxic-substances.html


Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


April 28, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order 2021-87-04-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-79
The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) assessed information on 14 substances
(chemicals and polymers) new to Canada and determined that they meet the criteria for addition to the Domestic
Substances List, as set out in the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). Specifically:
• Part 1 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:


17465-86-0 N; 28572-30-7 N-P;  69215-54-9 N-P; 910661-93-7 N; 1218992-20-1 N; 1355214-14-0 N;
1613243-54-1 N; 2216701-91-4 N-P.


• Part 3 of the List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
19499-7 N; 19514-2 N-P; 19515-3 N-P; 19516-4 N; 19517-5 N-P; 19518-6 N.


Part 1 Sets out chemicals and polymers - except those referred to in Part 2, 3 or 4 - that are identified by their
Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number (CAS Registry Number). Part 3 Sets out chemicals and polymers,
except those referred to in Part 4, that are identified by their masked name and their Confidential Accession
Number (CAN) assigned by the Department of the Environment.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-28/html/sor-dors79-eng.html
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of a substance — talc (Mg3H2(SiO3)4) -
found toxic due to human health concerns
Substance: CAS RN # 14807-96-6
Considering all available lines of evidence presented in this screening assessment, there is a low risk of harm to
the environment from talc.
No critical health effects were identified via the oral or dermal routes of exposure. 
With respect to inhalation exposure, non-cancer lung effects (e.g. inflammation, impaired lung function, fibrosis)
were identified as a critical health effect for risk characterization. There is potential for inhalation exposure to talc
powder during the use of certain self-care products (e.g. cosmetics, natural health products, non-prescription
drugs formulated as loose powders). 
With regard to perineal exposure, analyses of the available human studies in the peer-reviewed literature indicate
a consistent and statistically significant positive association between perineal exposure to talc and ovarian cancer.
The available data are indicative of a causal effect. Given that there is potential for perineal exposure to talc from
the use of certain self-care products (e.g. body powder, baby powder, diaper and rash creams, genital
antiperspirants and deodorants, body wipes, bath bombs, bubble bath), a potential concern for human health has
been identified.
Conclusion: “Considering all the information presented in this screening assessment, it is concluded that talc
meets the criteria under paragraph 64(c) of CEPA, as it is entering or may enter the environment in a quantity or
concentration or under conditions that constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life or health”.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl9


Ministerial Condition No. 20614
Substance: phenol, 4,4′-(1-methylethylidene)bis-, polymer with 2-(chloromethyl)oxirane and 4,4′-
methylenebis[cyclohexanamine], Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number 38294-67-6
The notifier must not use the substance to manufacture a consumer product to which the Canada Consumer
Product Safety Act applies. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


Order 2021-87-04-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List
Substances: Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following substances:
17465-86-0; 28572-30-7; 118208-02-9; 910661-93-7.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl2 


Waiver of information requirements for living organisms 
Among other things, waivers are granted to various pharmaceutical companies, regarding data requirements from
tests to determine the effects of the living organism on aquatic plant, invertebrate, and vertebrate species likely to
be exposed and for data from tests of antibiotic susceptibility. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl2


Waiver of information requirements for substances 
Among other things, waivers are granted to seven manufacturers regarding miscellaneous data requirements
related to the production and testing of chemicals and polymers. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl2


April 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Significant New Activity Notice No. 19238
Living organism: Bacillus amyloliquefaciens subspecies amyloliquefaciens strain W215.
The Notice requires notification in relation to any use of the living organism other than the following:
(1) in cleaning or degreasing products not intended for application directly to a natural environment;
(2) controlling odours in dumpsters or trash compactors; or
(3) for treatment of water in artificial aquatic environments such as aquariums as well as ornamental ponds and
pools.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-17/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


- end -
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance


FEDERAL Legislative context  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
Government Bills


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading:
May 3, 2021. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets
are to be set by the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Latest activity: Passed Second Reading and referred to the Standing Committee on
Indigenous and Northern Affairs on April 19, 2021. This enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The Bill affirms the
Declaration is applicable in Canadian law and provides the legislative framework for the Government
of Canada to implement the legislation. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available
at:
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-28, the Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. Introduced
on April 13, 2021. Summarized in HSERA May 1 edition. If passed, the Bill will amend both the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999 and the Food and Drugs Act and will repeal the Perfluorooctane
Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act.  Access the Bill at:
https://parl.ca/Content/Bills/432/Government/C-28/C-28_1/C-28_1.PDF.
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Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Second Reading and Referral to
Committee in the House of Commons: April 30, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act
to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Committee sent the Bill with amendments in the House of Commons on
April 13, 2021.  Access Bill C-204 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/first-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage). Second
Reading: February 22, 2021. Access Bill C-269 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Second Reading: February 24, 2021. Access Bill C-206 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021.
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice postpones reporting due date for National Pollutant Release Inventory for 2020 and 2021
The amendments are made to reflect that the reporting due date for the 2020 reporting year is changed
from June 1, 2021, to September 30, 2021. The change is being made to allow filers more time to
comply, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and delays in releasing the new National Pollutant
Release Inventory reporting application.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Related document “Notification: Administrative changes to requirements for reporting to the National Pollutant
Release Inventory for 2022”. This page provides a notification for six changes to National Pollutant Release Inventory
(NPRI) reporting requirements. These changes will take effect beginning with the 2022 reporting year. Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/notification-national-pollutant-release-inventory-requirements-2022.html


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order for the Protection of North Atlantic Right Whales in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 2021
The Order, made under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001, details measures deemed necessary to
protect the North Atlantic Right Whale in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Measures outlined address:
dynamic shipping zones; seasonal management areas; restricted areas; speed limits for vessels; and
exemptions. This Order, which applies to vessels that are more than 13 m in length, remains in effect
until November 25, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb2


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order sets levy for Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund
This Order, made under the Marine Liability Act, sets the amount of the levy in respect of payments
into the Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund at 55.05 cents. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nc1


May 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act
Pursuant to section 27 of SARA, the Office of the Governor in Council makes the Order to add eight
new species, reclassify four others, and to make changes to the name of two species.
These changes can be found in tables 2.1 to 2.3 of the Notice. A detailed description of each species,
their ranges and threats can be found in Annex 1 of this Regulatory Impact Analysis Statement (RIAS).
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors87-eng.html 
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


May 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order Adding a Toxic Substance (Plastic manufactured items) to Schedule 1 to the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999: SOR/2021-86
The objective of the Order Adding a Toxic Substance to Schedule 1 to the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act, 1999 (the Order) is to add “plastic manufactured items” to Schedule 1 to CEPA, which
enables the ministers to propose risk management measures under CEPA on certain plastic
manufactured items to manage the potential ecological risks associated with those items becoming
plastic pollution.
The Government has initiated an agenda to eliminate plastic pollution by 2030, which will require
implementing a range of risk management measures. The departments determined that non-
regulatory measures (e.g. voluntary agreements, guidelines, codes of practice) alone would not be
sufficient to implement this agenda.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors86-eng.html


Order Adding a Toxic Substance (Selenium and its compounds) to Schedule 1 of CEPA
Reminder: The objective of the Order is to add selenium and its compounds to the List of Toxic
Substances in Schedule 1 of CEPA.
• Selenium-containing substances: Selenium can be released to the environment due to human
activities - the main sources of concern being: mining, the burning of fossil fuels, metal refining
operations, agricultural activities, and wastewater treatment. 


• Environmental harm: Concentrations of selenium in the environment may cause harm to aquatic,
benthic and soil organisms in the vicinity of some facilities. 


• Risks to human health: The screening assessment noted that Selenosis was associated with
exposure to elevated concentration of selenium. Selenosis is characterized by hair loss, brittle nails,
weakness, decreased cognitive function and gastrointestinal disorders.  Access the Gazette Notice at:


https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors89-eng.html


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice of intent to address the broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
Reminder: As reported previously in HSERA, the Government intends to move forward with activities
to address the broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) because scientific evidence
to date indicates the PFAS used to replace regulated PFOS, PFOA, and long-chain PFCAs (LC-
PFCAs) may also be associated with environmental and/or human health effects.
As a first step, stakeholders are invited to submit relevant information or indicate their interest in being
engaged in future discussions by emailing eccc.substances.eccc@canada.ca. Stakeholders are also
invited to subscribe to the Chemicals Management Plan subscription service at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/subscribe.html to be kept
informed of future information sessions and/or consultations. Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl5 


April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Government proposing to amend Surface Coating Materials Regulations
Reminder: As reported previously in HSERA, Health Canada is proposing to amend Surface Coating
Materials Regulations under the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act. Changes proposed include:
• expanding the meaning of a surface coating material to include surface coating materials that do not
“dry” on application, such as powder coatings that are applied electrostatically, and other decorative
surface coating materials that may be applied to products during manufacture, such as stickers or
films; 
• introducing a 90 mg/kg total lead limit in surface coating materials applied to furniture; 
• removing the restrictions on lead, mercury and certain other harmful elements in surface coating
materials applied to parts of products that are inaccessible; and
• requiring testing to be done in accordance with a method that conforms to good laboratory practices. 
Access the Gazette Notice and opportunities to comment at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/reg1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


•  Changes to National Pollutant Release Inventory reporting requirements for air pollutants
On May 12, 2021, the government closed its first round of consultations about changing the National
Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) requirements for reporting of criteria air contaminants released
from stacks and point sources, and for reporting of speciated volatile organic compounds, beginning
in 2022. Ideas and input were sought around the following topics:
- should emissions of criteria air contaminants be reported from more stacks?
- should emissions of criteria air contaminants from combustion and fuel use sources be reported
separately?
- should the reporting requirements for speciated volatile organic compounds from facilities and stacks
be simplified?
Related documents comprise:
- Proposal to change reporting requirements for air pollutants.
- Proposal to delete hexachlorocyclopentadiene and methyl-iodide.
- Proposal to add chlorhexidine.
Contact NPRI at: ec.inrp-npri.ec@canada.ca to request a copy of the consultation documents. 


Related document “Notification: Administrative changes to requirements for reporting to the National Pollutant
Release Inventory for 2022”. This page provides a notification for six changes to National Pollutant Release Inventory
(NPRI) reporting requirements. These changes will take effect beginning with the 2022 reporting year. Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/notification-national-pollutant-release-inventory-requirements-2022.html


• Great Lakes draft strategy: Perfluorooctane Sulfonate, Perfluorooctanoic Acid, and Long-  
Chain Perfluorocarboxylic Acids - consultations end on May 26, 2021. A Draft of Canada’s Great
Lakes Strategy for PFOS, PFOA, and LC-PFCAs Risk Management (the Strategy) is now available for public
review. Visit Binational.net to read and review the draft Strategy to provide input. Access more details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/protecting-canada-fresh-water/great-lakes-draft-strategy.html


•  Blue Economy Strategy Consultation - consultations end on June 15, 2021. Fisheries and
Oceans Canada is developing a strategic framework to guide future actions and investments that will help grow
the ocean-based economy, while advancing conservation objectives. Access consultation page at:
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/blue-economy-economie-bleue/engagement-paper-document-mobilisation/consultation-eng.html


•  New National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation.On March 26, 2021, the Minister of
Infrastructure and Communities, Catherine McKenna, launched an engagement paper on Canada’s
first National Infrastructure Assessment: “Building the Canada We Want in 2050.” Comment
deadline: June 30, 2021. 
Access the discussion paper at: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


•  Engagement on Policy and Regulatory Initiatives – Fish and Fish Habitat Protection - consultations
end on June 18, 2021. Access details at: http://www.talkfishhabitat.ca


•  New National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation. Reminder: On March 26, 2021, the
government issued an engagement paper on Canada’s first National Infrastructure Assessment:
“Building the Canada We Want in 2050.” Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. Access the discussion
paper at: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update - consultations end on June 30, 2021. Reminder: The proposed
regulations require liquid fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of the fuels they produce and
sell in Canada. The Regulations also establish a credit market through which suppliers can create or purchase
credits in order to come into compliance with the carbon reduction standard. ECCC is expecting that draft
regulations for the liquid fuel class will be finalized in 2021 with regulations coming into force in 2022. Access
Clean Fuel Standard: proposed regulatory approach at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard/regulatory-approach.html


Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


•  Mountain National Parks - Management Planning (stage 2)  - consultations end on July 7, 2021.
Stakeholders are invited to provide feedback on the draft park management plans for Banff, Jasper,
Waterton Lakes, Yoho, Kootenay, Mount Revelstoke and Glacier national parks. Access the
consultation page at: https://www.letstalkmountainparks.ca/


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021. 
Access details at: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on
December 31, 2021. Access details at: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022. 
Access details at: https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP


•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary


• Species at Risk consultations - May 2021 update
In May 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species at Risk Public Registry the
documents listed below:
2021-05-12 Order Amending Schedule 1 to the Species at Risk Act (Canada Gazette, May 2021);
2021-05-06 Management Plan for the Horned Grebe (Podiceps auritus), Western population, [Proposed].
For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - May 2021 update
2021-05-14 Phase I Vista Test Underground Mine and Vista Mine Phase II Expansion Projects;
2021-05-06 Phase I Vista Test Underground Mine and Vista Mine Phase II Expansion Projects — Public 


Comments Invited on the Summary of the Initial Project Description.
2021-04-19 Marathon Palladium Project — Joint Review Panel Invites Public Comments on Environmental
Impact Statement Addendum Received from Generation PGM Inc.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - consultations update


Proposals to amend the Nuclear Safety Regulations
July 14, 2021 is the deadline to submit comments on the discussion paper DIS-21-02, Proposals to Amend the
Nuclear Security Regulations. This document proposes to modernize regulations to adapt to an evolving
security environment and new technologies. It covers changes to areas such as physical security, cyber security
and the protection of nuclear security information, as well as security culture and nuclear security interface with
nuclear material accountancy and control. Consultation on this document is available through CNSC’s e-
consultation platform at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/ 
Access the document at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis_21_02 


CNSC virtual engagements – May and June 2021
On March 24, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted details of the following upcoming
virtual engagements scheduled for April, May and June 2021:
2021-05-20 Near Surface Disposal Facility/In situ Decommissioning Webinar - Series 3: Compliance Verification.
2021-06-17: Near Surface Disposal Facility/In situ Decommissioning Webinar - Series 4: Overview of CNSC
Environmental Assessment Reports and Licensing Commission Member Documents. 
For more information and links to these webinars, workshops and virtual consultations, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm
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FEDERAL Announcements


2021-05-14 The government announced the launch of the Ottawa Climate Action Fund (OCAF) as a
member of the Low Carbon Cities Canada (LC3) network. Announced in Budget 2019, the LC3 network
is part of Canada’s $1-billion plan to make communities more energy-efficient:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/05/canada-invests-in-a-greener-ottawa.html


2021-05-13 The Federal and Ontario governments announce their commitment to the Hamilton Light
Rail Transit (LRT) project from McMaster to Eastgate at Centennial Park. Both governments have
signed a deal to invest nearly $3.4 billion in the project, up to $1.7 billion:
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/05/federal-government-and-province-commit-to-shovel-ready-hamilton-light-rail-transit-project-from-mcmaster-to-eastgate-at-centennial-park.html


2021-05-13 The government announced that it is investing $469,973 in Service New Brunswick’s
Energy Management branch to support the implementation of an energy management and reporting
system: https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/05/canada-invests-in-energy-efficient-buildings-in-new-brunswick.html


2021-05-12 The government launches the Sustainable Finance Action Council:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/05/canada-launches-sustainable-finance-action-council.html 


2021-05-11 Infrastructure Canada announces a historic investment of $26.8 billion for four public
transit projects in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA):
https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/05/largest-public-transit-investment-in-gta-history-will-create-jobs-and-kickstart-the-economy.html


2021-05-11 Statement by Minister O’Regan Regarding Line 5:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/05/statement-by-minister-oregan-regarding-line-5.html


2021-05-04 The government announced that it has approved the NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. (NGTL)
North Corridor System Expansion Project with 37 conditions:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/05/government-of-canada-approves-the-nova-gas-transmission-ltd-2023-north-corridor-system-expansion-project.html


2021-04-23 The Minister of Natural Resources announced Canada will join the United States in
establishing a new Net-Zero Producers Forum, a platform for oil and gas–producing countries to
discuss how the sector can support implementation of the goal of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/04/canada-joins-us-in-establishing-net-zero-producers-forum.html


*
ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
On May 3, 2021, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney’s government suspended the spring sitting of the legislature due to soaring,
record-breaking caseloads of COVID-19. Government House Leader, Jason Nixon, in a news release issued May 2, said the
two-week stoppage is to prevent further spread of the novel coronavirus.


• Bill 54, the Irrigation Districts Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 22, 2021. Access
this Government Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-054.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 21, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 19, 2021. Government Bill
deals with access to public lands:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading: April 7, 2021. Debate on concurrence
motion: May 3, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill, sponsored by Rachel Notley, is designed to protect
the critical watersheds, including the Oldman River watershed, and wildlife habitats of the Eastern
Slopes “from the irreparable damage that would result from coal exploration, development and mining”.
For context, see contentious debate over coal policy (below). Access Bill 214 at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf


• Bill 206, Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Second Reading: April 12, 2021.
Private Member’s Bill. Access at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-206.pdf
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ALBERTA Gazette notices


April 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette


Alberta Regulation 77/2021 - Forests Act - Forests (Ministerial) Regulation
The Regulation, among other things, addresses: scaling and scale site authorizations. Access the
Gazette Notice (p. 245) at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/08_Apr30_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Orders
Order establishes four new high-performance benchmarks under TIER Regulation 
Reminder: Posted on April 14, 2021, Ministerial Order #43/2021 establishes four new high-
performance benchmarks under the TIER Regulation – for crude canola oil, ethyl alcohol, granular urea,
and sub-bituminous coal. These new benchmarks are made available to regulated facilities for the 2020
compliance year and onwards.The Ministerial Order is available on the Queen’s Printer via alberta.ca -
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ep-43-2021 See also the department’s TIER Regulation webpage at: 
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx


ALBERTA  Management resources, standards, codes and guidelines


• Mine Financial Security Program standard - updated on May 6, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/fire-ban-system-approved-activities-list


• 2021 Municipal codes - updated on May 4, 2021. Provincial codes pertaining to the governing of
municipalities in the province of Alberta. (See the "related" tab for a link to spreadsheet versions of the
municipal codes). https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2675453


• Reforestation standard of Alberta - updated on May 1, 2021. The RSA is designed to determine
the forest regeneration status of young managed stands relative to an assumed future condition. The
information obtained by using the RSA is intended to support a wide variety of activities including
regulatory requirements, planning applications, forest regeneration monitoring and decision making.
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/7010852


• Forests Act - updated on May 1, 2021. The Forests Act defines the powers of the Lieutenant
Governor and Minister with respect to establishing regulations related to forestry in Alberta:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/f22


• Forest Resources Improvement Regulation  - updated on May 1, 2021. The Forest Resources
Improvement Regulation, under the Forests Act, designates the Forest Resource Improvement
Association of Alberta as a delegated authority, and describes the purposes and duties of the
Association: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1997_152


• Dam Safety Regulator strategic plan - updated on April 28, 2021. The plan outlines the
regulatory structure to assist in implementation of the Dam Safety Regulatory Framework:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2369-9728


• Specified Gas Reporting Standard v.13 released for the 2020 emissions reporting
Reminder: On April 20, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) released the updated Specified
Gas Reporting Standard for the 2020 reporting year. Facilities that are subject to reporting
requirements under the Specified Gas Reporting Regulation must follow the requirements set out in
this Standard. Access at: https://www.alberta.ca/specified-gas-reporting-regulation.aspx.


• Fact sheet on responding to cybersecurity incidents
Reminder: The Government of Alberta’s Cybersecurity Services team recommends precautions and
responses against cyberattacks. Updated: April 23, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/responding-to-cybersecurity-incidents-fact-sheet


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. First Reading: 2021. Among
other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsections:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably believes that
a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety of persons, or to the
environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a relevant protection official.
(6) A protection official may communicate with another protection official about disclosures or information provided or any
direction given under this section, in respect of an imminent risk, to ensure that the protection officials may exercise their
lawful duties, powers and functions in respect of the risk.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: March 5, 2020.
Reminder: The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage 13 Amendments),
addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for specified industrial or
commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning, development permit and
building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the applicant to undertake site
investigations before the applications are approved. The law was previously described in detail in
HSERA. Access Bill 3 at: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Second Reading:March 25, 2021.
Legislative Affairs Committee: April 9, 2021. This Bill amends The Water Resources Administration Act to
provide the government with increased powers to manage water control works and protect provincial water
infrastructure. Under the Bill, it is prohibited to deliberately or negligently damage provincial water
infrastructure or to impair its function, and permits are now required for activities likely to interfere with
provincial water infrastructure, such as construction or the removal of fill.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 225, The Budget Impact Reporting Act. First Reading:April 15, 2021. Among other things, the
purpose of the Bill is to ensure that greenhouse gas emissions are considered in the government's budget
measures. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b225e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Second Reading:March 25, 2021. Social and Economic
Development Committee:April 22, 2021. Under the Bill, uniform rules are established respecting
authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Passed Second
Reading: March 24, 2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 57, The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. First Reading: November 2, 2020. The Bill
proposes fines and possible imprisonment for people interfering with critical infrastructure. Access the
Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


MANITOBA - Announcements


• Province issues final licences for Churchill River Diversion, Lake Winnipeg Regulation
and Jenpeg Generating Station
On May 13, 2021, the province issued the final licences to Manitoba Hydro for the Churchill River
Diversion, Lake Winnipeg Regulation and Jenpeg Generating Station:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51282&posted=2021-05-13 


• Province invests $1million in new provincial water management strategy 
On May 6, 2021, the province announced that it is investing up to $1 million to support the development
and implementation of Manitoba’s new provincial water management strategy:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51221&posted=2021-05-06 
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NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations


Province posts green paper on working together for vibrant and sustainable communities
Reminder: The government recently posted a 36-page “Green Paper” titled: “Working together for vibrant
and sustainable communities”. The report covers issues such as: the vision and principles of modernizing
the local governance system; regional cooperation; and land use planning. Access the report at: 
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/Promo/localgovreform/green-paper21.pdf
Comment deadline: May 31, 2021.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


April 30, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Management of Greenhouse Gas Reporting Amendment Regulations (N.L. Reg. 18/21) 
Filed April 29, 2021 under the Management of Greenhouse Gas Act, the amendment replaces
subsection 15(5) to indicate that a verification relating to the 2019 or 2020 reporting period is not
required to include site visits. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.servicenl.gov.nl.ca/printer/gazette/weekly_issues/2021.html


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR -  Consultations


Quarry Legislation Review - Feedback invited on ‘what we heard report’
The provincial government continues to seek input from stakeholder groups to help inform a review of
the legislation that regulates the province’s quarry resources. The government recently released a What
We Heard document comprising feedback from each portion of the engagement process. The report is
available at: https://www.engagenl.ca/sites/default/files/what_we_heard_-_quarry_legislation_review_4.27.2021.pdf
Further comment on the What We Heard report is invited by emailing QuarryReview@gov.nl.ca by May 16, 2021.


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  LEGISLATURE


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Third Reading: April 13, 2021. This Government Bill
would propose various measures to provide for the stewardship, conservation, sustainable use and
governance of biodiversity in the province. Access latest version of Bill 4 at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


Access related legal commentary: “Nova Scotia's New Biodiversity Act” by by Matthew J. Dorreen; Cox & Palmer; May 10, 2021.
at: https://coxandpalmerlaw.com/publication/nova-scotias-new-biodiversity-act/#:~:text=Nova%20Scotia%20has%20a%20new,use%20of%20specified%20biodiversity%20values.


• Bill 97, the Electricity Amendment Act. Third Reading: April 15, 2021. Among other things,
the Bill allows for the development of programs that will permit a customer, a group of customers or a
third party to generate renewable low-impact electricity for a customer's or group of customers' own
use. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b097.htm


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 116, The Sackville Landfill Closure Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's
Bill. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b116.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. Private Member's Bill. The
Bill provides for free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water used as a
source of drinking water. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project funding and development.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
The Bill amends the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, to specify that Ontarians living and working on
reserves have the same right to safe drinking water as that enjoyed by the rest of the population.
Access Bill at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b286_e.pdf


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Third
Reading: Carried on May 13, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill requires persons who sell, offer to sell
or construct floating docks, floating platforms or buoys, to ensure that any expanded or extruded
polystyrene in the dock, platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Second Reading: April 26, 2021. Committee consideration: May 13,
2021. Among other things, the multi-faceted omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the Electricity
Act, 1998 that require priority connection access to renewable energy generation facilities and the
provision of information about a distribution system’s or transmission system’s ability to accommodate
generation from a renewable energy generation facility. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


• Bill 269, Protecting the People of Ontario Act (Budget Measures), 2021. Royal Assent:
April 27, 2021. The Bill contains no new environment-related initiatives. Access the full text at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-269


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. Bill 245 is
an omnibus bill that includes the proposed enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021
which would amalgamate an existing cluster of five land and environmental tribunals into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Specifically, the OLT will merge the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the Conservation Review Board,
the Mining and Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation. Access Bill 245 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. The Bill would prohibit the sale of washing
machines that are not equipped with a specified microplastics filter. Access this Private Member’s Bill
at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and
particularly with matters dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding
development permits. See related ERO Notice on page 12 for more details. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Gazette Notices: May 8, 2021 - Several Regulations addressing water taking activities:
• O. Reg. 300/21: Registrations under part II.2 of the Environmental Protection Act - Water
Taking. Filed April 19, 2021, the regulation amends O.Reg. 63/16 to address water taking for highway
and transit projects and for pumping tests. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21300


• O. Reg. 301/21: Water taking and transfers under the Ontario Water Resources Act. Filed
April 19, 2021, the regulation addresses the construction, repair, alteration, extension or replacement
of a bridge, culvert, pier or other structure; or a sewer or water works. The Regulation comes into force
on July 1, 2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21301
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)
Gazette Notices: May 1, 2021 - Several Regulations addressing approvals for thermal treatment facilities:
• O. Reg. 273/21: Environmental Compliance Approvals - Exemptions from s.9 of the
Environmental Protection Act. Filed April 14, 2021, the regulation specifies applicable standards
for the burning of solid biofuels in heating boilers. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21273


• O. Reg. 274/21: Registrations Under Part II.2 of the Environmental Protection Act - Activities
requiring assessment of air emissions. Filed April 14, 2021, the regulation specifies that a person
who engages in the operation of a combustion source that uses biogas, biomass, coal, petroleum
coke or waste as a fuel [...] shall ensure that certain specified conditions and requirements of an
Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) approval are met. The Regulation comes into force
on July 1, 2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21274


• O. Reg. 275/21: Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V. 0.1. of the EPA. Filed April 14,
2021, the regulation amends Subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 to add a paragraph
addressing thermal treatment facilities where specified fuels are wholly utilized in a combustion unit or
are subject to incineration or gasification, without being combined with any other solid or liquid fuel that
is, or that is derived from, biomass or waste biomass. The Regulation comes into force on July 1,
2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21275


• O. Reg. 276/21: Electricity Projects - under the Environmental Assessment Act. Filed April
14, 2021, the amendment addresses thermal treatment facilities as described in paragraph 12 of
subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V.0.1 of the
Act) made under the Environmental Protection Act. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21276


• O. Reg. 277/21: Waste Management Projects - under the Environmental Assessment Act.
Filed April 14, 2021, the amendment addresses thermal treatment facilities as described in paragraph
12 of subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V.0.1 of
the Act) made under the Environmental Protection Act. The Regulation comes into force on July 1,
2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21277


Gazette Notices: May 1, 2021 - Several Regulations addressing activities and developments on public lands:
• O. Reg. 284/21: Designation of an area of development control under the Niagara
Escarpment Planning and Development Act. Filed April 15, 2021, the regulation amends
Regulation 826 to specify that the lands shown as Parts 1 to 13 on the plan entitled “Plan of the
Boundary of the 2019 Area of Development Control” are designated as an area of development control
for the purposes of section 22 of the Act. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21284


• O. Reg. 285/21: Occupation of Public Lands under s. 21.1 of the Public Lands Act. Filed April
15, 2021, the regulation adds a paragraph to Section 4 of the regulation dealing with wood harvested
under the authority of a forest resource licence granted under the Crown Forest Sustainability Act,
1994: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21285


• O. Reg. 286/21: Activities on public lands and shore lands - work permits and exemptions.
Filed April 15, 2021, under the Public Lands Act, the regulation, among other things, amends O. Reg.
239/13 to address: permits governing works related to the maintenance, repair or replacement of
erosion control structures. Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21286


Gazette Notices: April 17, 2021
• O. Reg. 233/21: Water Taking and Transfer under OWRA


Reminder: Among other things, O. Reg. 233/21 amends the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) O.
Reg. 387/04 - Water Taking and Transfer - to establish a hierarchy of priorities for water use:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21233


• Mine development and closure amendments under Part VII of the Mining Act
Reminder: O.Reg. 226/21 amends the Mining Act to stipulate that, where a proponent has
conducted consultation, the proponent shall not submit a closure plan or an amendment to a closure
plan to the Director before certain criteria specified in the regulation are met. Access the Regulation
at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21226
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Amendments for reflected light from Environmental Compliance Approval requirements
ERO # 012-3605; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on May 14, 2021.
This proposal notice has been updated on May 14, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still
under active review.  Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/012-3605


• Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act
ERO # 019-2986; posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 13, 2021. Comment deadline: June 27, 2021
The regulations the government proposes to introduce as part of the first phase would set out the
following:
- mandatory programs and services that conservation authorities would be required to provide;
- a requirement for agreements between conservation authorities and their participating municipalities
for the use of municipal levies to fund programs and services an authority determines are advisable;
- details of the transition plan conservation authorities must prepare - including an inventory of the
authority’s programs and services, the consultation process with participating municipalities on the
inventory, and steps taken to enter into these agreement(s) with participating municipalities;
- the consolidation of each of the current individual conservation authority ‘Conservation Areas’
regulations into one Minister’s regulation; and
- requirements for each conservation authority to establish a community advisory board to include
members of the public. Access more details in the consultation guide at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-05/CAA_Phase%201_Reg.%20Posting%20Consultation%20Guide_FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• Power-assisted bicycle (E-Bike) redefinition
ERO # 019-3676; posted by the Ministry of Transportation on May 13, 2021. Comment deadline: June 12, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is soliciting public comment on proposed updates to the
regulatory framework for Power-Assisted Bicycles (e-bikes). Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3676


Related Notice # 019-2745:  “Power-Assisted Bicycle (E-bike) and Cargo E-bike Pilot Program Proposals” posted May
13, 2021 gives notice that the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) implemented a five-year cargo e-bike pilot program on
March 1, 2021. Details at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2745


• Amendments to Reg. 347 address waste from COVID-19 rapid antigen testing
ERO # 019-3644; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 12, 2021. No comment required.
Ontario Regulation 339/21 amends Regulation 347 to provide exemptions for generators and carriers
of waste generated by COVID-19 antigen point-of-care testing from certain administrative
requirements, including registering the waste, and completing manifests in respect of the waste. 
The change in the regulation does not remove other provisions associated with the safe handling
and management of this hazardous waste. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3644 


• Proposed updates to the Director’s Directions - Minimum Requirements for
Operational Plans
ERO # 019-2787; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 11, 2021. 
The Ministry gives notice that it has updated the Director’s Directions: Minimum Requirements for
Operational Plans in order to reflect current practice in municipal residential drinking water systems
and improvements in technology that have occurred since the directions were published in 2007.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2787#decision-details


• Ontario’s Draft Forest Biomass Action Plan
ERO # 019-3514; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on May 6, 2021; Comment deadline: June 21, 2021.
“As an outcome of the Forest Sector Strategy, Ontario is committed to putting a Forest Biomass
Action Plan in place that secures jobs and encourages sustainability in the forestry sector, while
supporting economic development through the use of mill by-products and forest biofibre”.  
Access the draft plan at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-05/mnrf-draft-forest-biomass-action-plan-en-2021-04-26%20%281%29.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3514
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of the MECP
ERO # 019-2972; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline:
July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to its environmental compliance policy to focus on
“responding to higher-risk incidents and to facilities that require a ministry permission and have
established requirements (e.g. landfills, organic waste facilities, energy from waste facilities and steel
manufacturing)...
“Incidents that are determined to be lower-risk noise and odour incidents (those that cause nuisance
types of impacts) or any incidents related to facilities not regulated by a permission will be referred to
the appropriate level of government or agency, such as municipalities that have authority under the
Municipal Act, 2001 to address these incidents through bylaws ”. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


• Holding polluters accountable by enhancing MECP’s enforcement tools
ERO # 019-0023; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
The Notice confirms that the government will deliver on its Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan
commitment to hold polluters accountable by expanding the use of administrative monetary penalties
and modernizing the process to seize vehicle permits and plates. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0023


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO # 019-2785; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing an updated Land Use Compatibility Guideline to help municipalities
and planning authorities plan sensitive land uses and major facilities. The aim is to avoid, or
minimize and mitigate, potential adverse effects from odour, noise, dust etc.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO # 019-2768; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline:
July 3, 2021.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. It includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental       
Compliance Approval (ECA);
- clarification for facilities preparing an Odour Study required by the Renewable Energy Approvals
Regulation;
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour;
- a process for assessing, mitigating and minimizing odour impacts when a new development is
proposed; and
- additional resources for facilities when assessing odours or when preparing a Technology 
Benchmarking Report for odour considerations for laboratories in Ontario that assess odour.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768


• Proposed changes to Minister’s zoning orders and the Planning Act
ERO # 019-3233; decision posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on April 29, 2021.
The Notice confirms that the government has made changes to the Planning Act so that zoning
orders are not subject to the legislative requirement to be consistent with the Provincial Policy
Statement. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3233


• The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario’s annual report 
ERO # 019-3524; Bulletin posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 27, 2021.
The 2019-20 Annual Report of the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario
(COSSARO) is now available. Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3524
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Transitional Operating Agreement between the MECP and the RPRA now in effect
ERO # 019-2886; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 26, 2021.
The government has confirmed that a new Operating Agreement between the MECP and the
Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) came into effect on April 23, 2021. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2886


• Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021
ERO # 019-3534; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on April 26, 2021. Comment deadline: May 26, 2021.
The government is proposing regulatory changes to address stunt driving as well as to protect
vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and highway workers, improve truck safety, and
oversight of the towing sector. Changes include measures to encourage the use of e-bikes in place
of motor vehicles and increasing e-bike transit ridership.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3534


• Regulating 13 invasive species and watercraft under Ontario’s Invasive Species Act
ERO # 019-3465; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on April 21, 2021. Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
The Ministry has developed a regulatory proposal to classify 13 species as either prohibited or
restricted invasive species and regulate watercraft as a carrier of invasive species. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3465


• Proposed amendments to regulations made under the EPA and OWRA to modify
EASR requirements and exemptions for low risk short-term water taking
ERO # 019-2525; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 19, 2021.
The Ministry affirms that it is moving forward with amending regulations made under the
Environmental Protection Act and the Ontario Water Resources Act to streamline permissions for
certain low risk short-term water taking activities. Access at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2525


• Proposed changes to certain land division provisions in the Planning Act
Regulatory Registry proposal # 21-MMAH008; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on April 15, 2021.
Comment deadline: May 25, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to the Planning Act related to control of the division of land
(subdivision control, plans of subdivision, consents and validations). Note: This proposal was posted
on the Regulatory Registry only and does not appear on the ERO site. Access details at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=Dg50GrfR4evWDajs-h1IThF?language=en&postingId=37010


• Updates to Guideline A-5 re: air emissions from stationary combustion turbines
ERO # 019-2061; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 15, 2021.
This notice confirms that Ontario is updating its Guideline A-5 to align with recent federal guidance
regarding the control of air emissions from stationary combustion turbines. Access the ERO Notice
at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2061#decision-details


• Proposed amendments to regulations under the EPA and the Environmental
Assessment Act for power systems that use natural gas or wood biomass as fuel
ERO # 019-1134; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on April 15, 2021.
As of July 1, 2021, the new levels of approval for combined heat and power systems that use natural
gas combustion turbines or wood biomass as fuel include:
- approval exemptions for low-impact, less complex systems (e.g. community centres);
- required registration for medium-sized systems on the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry
(EASR); once a project is registered on the EASR, facilities can operate immediately;
- required environmental compliance approvals for large, complex systems (e.g. energy production
facilities).


As a result of these changes, most small and medium-sized high efficiency CHP systems that use
natural gas combustion turbines or wood biomass as fuel will be exempt from an environmental
assessment.  Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1134
See also related Gazette Notices featired in this issue. 
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Eliminating Renewable Energy Requirements
ERO # 019-3471; Proposal posted on April 15, 2021.Comment deadline: May 25, 2021.
The government is proposing to repeal three sets of legislative provisions in the Electricity Act, 1998
(EA) and the Ontario Energy Board Act,1998 (OEBA) that promote and prioritize renewable energy
generation projects. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3471


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - LEGISLATURE 


• Bill 13, the Water Act. The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June
16, 2021. Four draft regulations needed to implement the Act were published on February 22, 2021.
They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment
and
• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


• Bill 108, the Environmental Bill of Rights. Introduced April 2021. Among other things, this Private
Member’s Bill would establish an environmental registry under an appointed Environmental
Commissioner. Access Bill 108 at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=b3e26a6c-433c-4524-ab5a-d9e77a348486&fileName=bill-108.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Adoption in principle - sitting held on April 21, 2021.
Under the bill, the procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is amended, as are the conditions for
carrying on activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
In force: March 19, 2021. Among other things, the Bill proposes that the Minister of the Environment
and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new register compiling information on areas that, while
not designated as protected areas, are covered by other effective conservation measures. Access Bill
46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Assent: March 25, 2021. Access Bill 67 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to
give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their
activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the
financing of those systems. Access Bill 65 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
The purpose of the draft Regulation is to set standards for the integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel
content into gasoline and diesel fuel. The standards will apply incrementally from January 1, 2023, and
will, on January 1, 2030, require the integration of 15% low-carbon-intensity fuel content in gasoline
and 10% in diesel fuel. The draft Regulation also provides for a mechanism for the sale and
trade of credits to promote compliance with the standards, and measures to ensure compliance with
the standards introduced by the Regulation. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105026.pdf


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Measurement methods and tools for the purposes of the Regulation respecting the
integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
The draft Order determines the method for calculating the proportion of low-carbon-intensity fuel
content integrated into gasoline and diesel fuel for a calendar year. It also provides for the
measurement tool for determining the carbon intensity of a volume of low-carbon-intensity fuel content
and the conditions of use. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105035.pdf


April 24, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Amendments to rules governing electric school buses
Reminder: The draft Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting road vehicles used for the
transportation of school children, made under the Environment Quality Act makes certain amendments
to the inscriptions and colours allowed on electric school buses. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104977.pdf


April 21, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft regulation prohibits oil heaters in new residential buildings
Reminder: The draft Regulation prohibits, as of December 31, 2021 in certain new residential
buildings and, as of December 31, 2023 in certain existing residential buildings, the installation of
boilers, furnaces and water heaters powered in whole or in part by oil. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104996.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


April 16, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Crown Resource Land (Fees) Amendment Regulations, 2021
Reminder: The Gazette Notice features amendments to the Crown Resource Land (Fees)
Regulations, 2021 to add clauses dealing with, among other things, ecotourism.
Access the Gazette Notice via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112576


*


THE TERRITORIES 


Yukon


• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made
pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021- 2022 financial years”.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf
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THE TERRITORIES 


Northwest Territories


• Conservation Area Amendment Regulations (N.W.T. Reg.-019-2021) under the Wildlife Act.
The amendment adds the Thaidene Nëné Wildlife Conservation Area U/CA/01 to the list of designated
conservation areas. Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 52) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_2.pdf


• Safety Act Code of Practice - Employer Guideline - Confined Space
On April 30, 2021, NWT updated employer guidelines on confined spaces under section 18 of the
Safety Act and Part 3, section 14, Part 18, sections 273 to 282, Part 25, section 390, and Part 30,
section 453 of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations. Copies of this code can be obtained
online from the Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commission, at: www.wscc.nt.ca 
Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 85) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_1.pdf


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Gazette Notices


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) - call for bids # NS21-1
The Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board (CNSOPB) gives notice of a call for submission
of bids for two Exploration Licences covering those lands in the Canada-Nova Scotia offshore area
described in Appendix I (the “Lands”) of Call for Bids No. NS21-1. Bids must be received by
November 3, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/commis-eng.html#cs3


April 14, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Marine Liability and Information Return Regulations (Exporters) 
Reminder: The amendments will require persons (i.e. exporters) in Canada to report the total
quantities of each type of persistent or non-persistent oil they have exported in bulk as cargo on a
ship, if, in a calendar year, they export:
• over 150,000 metric tons of persistent oil (for example heavy oil, such as crude oil and fuel oil); and
• over 17,000 metric tons of non-persistent oil (for example refined oil, such as gasoline and jet fuel).
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-14/html/sor-dors63-eng.html


FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER) releases: 


CER publishes all-company letter regarding conduct in the field and associated
enforcement actions
On April 14, 2021, CER CEO, Gitane De Silva, posted an all-company letter regarding conduct in
the field and associated enforcement actions, specifically as they relate to complying with the
government’s new legislation on workplace violence and harassment. 
“It has come to my attention that CER Inspection Officers, CER Indigenous Monitors, and
members of the Indigenous Advisory and Monitoring Committees, have experienced
discrimination and harassment while conducting work on CER-regulated infrastructure. Such
behaviour is not acceptable. Everyone deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.
Harassment and violence will not be tolerated”. Access letter at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/safety-environment/industry-performance/information-safety-advisories/information-advisory/2021/all-company-letter-regarding-conduct-in-the-field-and-associated-enforcement-actions.html
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FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER) releases (continued): 


CER publishes letter on public disclosure of contaminated sites information
Reminder: On April 12, 2021, the CER posted a letter giving notice to all companies regulated under
the Canadian Energy Regulator Act that it plans to post disclosures of contaminated sites information. 
Access the letter at: 
https://docs2.cer-rec.gc.ca/ll-eng/llisapi.dll/fetch/2000/90463/4085023/C12305-1_CER_-_Letter_-__All_Companies_Regulated_under_the_Canadian_Energy_Regulator_Act_-_Public_Disclosure_of_Contaminated_Sites_Information_-_A7S4T1.pdf?nodeid=4085148&vernum=-2


*
ALBERTA Gazette Notices


April 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 81/2021- Gas Utilities Act - Roles and responsibilities regulation
The Roles, Relationships and Responsibilities Regulation (AR 186/2003) is amended by this Regulation
by striking out “April 30, 2021” and substituting “April 30, 2031”: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/08_Apr30_Part2.pdf


April 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 82/2021 - Electric Utilities Act - Roles and responsibilities regulation
Section 15 of the Roles, Relationships and Responsibilities Regulation, 2003 (AR 169/2003) is amended
by this Regulation striking out “April 30, 2021” and substituting “April 30, 2031”: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/08_Apr30_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) bulletins - recap


• Bulletin 2021-20 Changes to the Mine Financial Security Program Guide
On May 11, 2021, the AER issued notice that it has amended its Guide to the Mine Financial Security
Program to reflect a recent update to Alberta Environment & Parks’ Mine Financial Security Program
Standard which permits AER mine approval holders to use an alternative methodology to calculate their
mine financial security requirements. Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-20


• Bulletin 2021-19 Coal Activity on Category 2 Land Suspended
Pending a review of the province’s Coal Policy the Government of Alberta, in Ministerial Order 093/2021,
has directed the Alberta Energy Regulator to take steps to suspend all approvals for coal exploration
activities on Category 2 land until December 31, 2021, or other date specified by the energy minister in
writing. Access the AER’s May 6, 2021 bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-19 


• Bulletin 2021-18 Enhanced Monitoring for Snow Melt and Overland Flooding
On May 6, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released a bulletin reminding companies of the need
for enhanced monitoring for snow melt and overland flooding. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-18


• Bulletin 2021-17 Increased Risk of Wildfire During Drier Seasons
On May 6, 2021, the AER issued a warning of increased risk of wildfire during drier seasons. Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-17 


• Bulletin 2021-16 Updates to Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands Application Manual
Reminder: On April 22, 2021, the AER issued a new edition of Manual 018: OneStop Public Lands
Application. With these changes, licensees will have the ability to submit a pre-2019 remedial action plan
(RAP) as required by the Remediation Regulation, which came into effect on January 1, 2019. The revised
edition of Manual 018 is available on the AER website at: www.aer.ca.


• Bulletin 2021-15 Invitation for Feedback on New Water Conservation Policy Manual
Reminder: On April 20, 2021, the AER issued an invitation to stakeholders to comment on the draft Manual
XXX: Water Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations. Comment deadline: May 21, 2021. 
The draft edition of the manual is available on AER’s website: www.aer.ca > Regulating Development >
Rules and Directives > Manuals.
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ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) directives


The Alberta Energy Regulator released revised editions of the following:


• Directive 046: Production Audit Handbook. Updated: June 1, 2021. This directive defines the
production audit protocols used by the AER when conducting production audits of oil and gas
production facilities, gas plants, and injection systems. Access at: 
https://static.aer.ca/prd/2020-07/Directive046_0.pdf


• Directive 025: Industrial Development Permit Applications to the ERCB - A Guide to Content.
On May 13, 2011, the Energy Statutes Amendment Act, 2011 took effect. As a result, Directive 025 is
no longer in effect.


• Directive 013: Suspension Requirements for Wells which replaces the previous edition issued July
14, 2020. The Directive, in effect as of April 21, 2021, is available at
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive013.pdf.


• Directive 020: Well Abandonment which replaces the previous edition issued February 4, 2021. The
Directive, in effect as of April 21, 2021, is available at
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive020.pdf.


• Directive 060: Upstream Petroleum Industry Flaring, Incinerating, and Venting which replaces
the previous edition issued July 7, 2020. The Directive, in effect as of April 21, 2021, is available at
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive060.pdf.


ALBERTA Management resources


Roles, Relationships and Responsibilities Regulation re: gas distribution
Reminder: This regulation is made under the Gas Utilities Act and establishes the functions and
obligations of gas distributors, retailers and default supply providers, and authorizes the Alberta Utilities
Commission to establish a settlement system code regarding the provision of gas services and gas
distribution service. Resource updated: April 14, 2021. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2003_186.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779824472


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


BC OGC implements revised regulations addressing consultation and notification
under the Oil and Gas Activities Act
Pursuant to the Oil and Gas Activities Act, the Board of the BC Oil and Gas Commission (OGC) has
implemented the following changes, effective June 1, 2021:
i) the Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 279/2010 is repealed;
ii) the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 50/2021, is in effect;
iii) amendments to the Emergency Management Regulation, B.C. Reg. 271/2017, the Fee, Levy and
Security Regulation, B.C. Reg. 8/2014, and to s.1 of the Oil and Gas Road Regulation, B.C. Reg.
56/2013 are in effect.
Access details at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0050_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC Bulletins
(INDB 2021-16) Updates to the Application Management System to take effect on May 31
Issued on April 30, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) released another in its series
of regular updates to the Application Management System (AMS) to improve workflow and functionality.
This latest bulletin addresses changes to application submission requirements for consultation and
notification that result from the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation (RCNR)
coming into effect on June 1, 2021. A June 2021 AMS Release Guide further explaining these changes
will be available June 1 on the Commission’s website. Further guidance will also be available in the May
monthly updates to the Oil and Gas Activity Application Manual.
Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-landslide-susceptibility-map-for-oil-and-gas-industry-working-in-nebc-indb-2021-17/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC Bulletins (continued)


(INDB 2021-17) New landslide susceptibility map for permit holders working in NEBC  
Issued on May 6, 2021, the landslide susceptibility map for the Northeastern BC (NEBC) region has
been developed to assist the oil and gas industry in managing landslide risk. Access map at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-landslide-susceptibility-map-for-oil-and-gas-industry-working-in-nebc-indb-2021-17/


(INDB 2021-15) Submission file validation added to eSubmission
Effective April 30, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission has added the ability for users to validate
Well Test submissions required under Sections 63 and 73 of the Drilling and Production Regulation
through the eSubmission portal. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/submission-file-validation-added-to-esubmission-indb-2021-15/


(INDB 2021-13) Kiskatinaw Seismic Monitoring and Mitigation Order enhancements  
Reminder: On April 19, 2021, the BC OGC gave notice that it has made enhancements to the
Kiskatinaw Seismic Monitoring and Mitigation Area (KSMMA) Special Project Order, which is aimed at
induced seismicity from hydraulic fracturing operations involving horizontal, multi-stage fracturing in a
well in the Farmington and Tower Lake areas of northeast BC. Access details at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/kiskatinaw-seismic-monitoring-and-mitigation-area-special-project-order-enhancements-indb-2021-13/


*


Standards, codes and guidelines
CCME environmental guidelines


Key Elements to Guide Governance for Cumulative Effects Assessment, Monitoring
and Management
On April 23, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted Key
Elements to Guide Governance for Cumulative Effects Assessment, Monitoring and Management.
This document outlines key elements of cumulative effects assessment, monitoring and management
(CEAMM) governance, which federal, provincial and territorial governments could consider in the
development and delivery of effective CEAMM approaches. The descriptions and examples of key
elements provide guidance for new and existing CEAMM programs and support clarity and alignment
between jurisdictions. Access more information at:
https://ccme.ca/en/key-elements-to-guide-governance-for-cumulative-effects-assessment-monitoring-and-management-


Guidance on Good Practices in Climate Change Risk Assessment
On April 22, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted Guidance
on Good Practices in Climate Change Risk Assessment and its accompanying Good Practices in
Climate Change Risk Assessment – A Summary. This guidance document with its accompanying
summary supports good practices in conducting climate risk assessments across jurisdictions by
providing a location-specific understanding of climate impacts and the risks they pose. The guidance
document introduces the fundamentals of climate change risk assessment, and outlines questions
users should consider prior to undertaking a climate change risk assessment. Access more
information at: https://ccme.ca/en/guidanceongoodpracticesinclimatechangeriskassessment


Environmental Quality guidelines
Federal environmental quality guidelines - Copper
Reminder: On April 14, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted Federal
Environmental Quality Guidelines for copper. The post describes the Federal Water Quality Guideline
(FWQG) for the protection of freshwater aquatic life from adverse effects of copper (Table 1). Access
the FWQG at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines-copper.html#toc3
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Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage outlining
both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


CSA standards update


• R7001 - Sustainability Standard for Household Refrigeration Appliances
Contact: scott.lindsay@csagroup.org. Review end date: May 18, 2021.


• Z259.17 - Selection and use of active fall-protection equipment and systems
This Standard specifies requirements for the selection, use, and application of active fall-protection
equipment and systems as well as information on selection and use of post-fall rescue equipment,
plans, and procedures that may include such elements as hazard assessment, work methods,
purchasing, practices, training, maintenance, and inspection, intended to minimize the risks involved. 
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review end date: May 30, 2021.
Access more details and read draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4147


CSA standards update (continued)


• Z1011.1 - Paramedic Work Disability Management Standard
This Standard applies to the requirements for a WDM System that can be used by paramedic services
to systematically manage their WDM activities. The standard includes specific requirements and
guidance related to the management of work disabilities associated with Operational Stress Injuries
(OSI) and other mental health conditions that may be due to work related exposure(s) and non work-
related exposure(s).
This standard applies a general framework to be applied to any types of disability.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: April 28, 2021. Review end date: June 27, 2021.


• CSA Z94.4.1 - Performance Standard for Filtering Respirators
Reminder: The current version of the standard addresses filtering respirators for particulate matter
only. This document solely covers product performance requirements for the respirator certification
process. Manufacturer quality control/documentation and auditing are described in separate
documents. Respirator selection, use and care is covered by CSA Z94.4. 
It is anticipated that future work will create content for Canadian respirator performance standards
covering gas/vapour filtering respirators, atmosphere-supplying respirators and Chemical-Biological-
Radiological-Nuclear protective respirators. Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date:
May 29, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4140


• D250 - School Buses (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard specifies the chassis and body requirements and safety equipment
requirements for school buses. It is intended that this Standard will apply to those vehicles
manufactured on and after November 1, 2022. Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date:
May 25, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4138


Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards


• New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021. See associated advisory at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Access the site
at: https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access
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Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Second Reading and Referral to
Committee in the House of Commons: April 30, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act
to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations. Access Bill S-3 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. Access
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading: February 17, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend compassionate care
leave provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave to which an
employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 27
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na8


May 1, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-19. The
O-I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and
Other Obligations): https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


April 28, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Motor Vehicle Safety Act: 
Changes are being made to provisions regarding Standard 1106 in the Motor Vehicle Safety
Regulations (MVSR) to, among other things, clarify that a company can choose to certify to one of the
applicable standards. To this end, wording will be amended to replace the “and” at the end of the
paragraph with “or.” Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-28/html/sor-dors83-eng.html


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)
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April 24, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (Minimum Sound Requirements
for Hybrid and Electric Vehicles)
Reminder: It is proposed that the Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations (MVSR) be amended to introduce
Canada Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (CMVSS) 141 — Minimum Sound Requirements for Hybrid and
Electric Vehicles (CMVSS 141). Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/reg3-eng.html


Talc - (Mg3H2(SiO3)4) - found toxic due to human health concerns
Reminder: The Ministers of Health and the Environment have recommended that ‘talc’ be declared
“toxic” under CEPA, due to a potential concern for human health. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-04-24/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl9


*
ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
On May 3, 2021, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney’s government suspended the spring sitting of the legislature due to soaring,
record-breaking caseloads of COVID-19. Government House Leader, Jason Nixon, in a news release issued May 2, said the two-
week stoppage is to prevent further spread of the novel coronavirus.


• Bill 71, Employment Standards (COVID-19 Vaccination Leave) Amendment Act. 
Effective April 21, 2021, all working Albertans can now access up to 3 hours of paid job-protected leave to get each 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Key changes:
- All employees covered by the Employment Standards Code can access up to 3 hours of paid leave to get each dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine without fear of penalty, loss of pay or reprisal.
- Employers may provide additional time beyond 3 hours per appointment, if necessary.
- The leave applies to all full and part-time employees covered by the Employment Standards Code. Access Bill at:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11919&from=bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation
Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. The new OHSA will come into force on proclamation
(expected to be September 1, 2021).
Proposed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act include:
- removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites with multiple
employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;


- allowing OH&S officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before starting an investigation;
- clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents; and
- clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link


Proposed changes to the Workers’ Compensation Act include:
- reinstating an insurable earnings cap for injured and ill workers;
- limiting presumptive coverage for psychological injuries;
- restoring a voluntary system for reinstating an injured worker; and
- removing the requirement for employers to contribute to health benefit plans for injured workers who are off work.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Consultations


Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Code review plan 2020 - 2023  
Reminder: As reported in the last issue of HSERA a new Occupational Health and Safety Act is
expected to come into effect on September 1, 2021. Over the next 3 years, the Alberta government
plans to update the associated Occupational Health and Safety Code (OHS Code). The Code is to be
reviewed in 3 phases starting with Year 1 changes required as a result of Bill 47 (above). Specific parts
of the OHS Code under review in year 1 were listed in the May 1 edition of HSERA. The plan to review is
expected to be complete in 2023. Access the OHS Code Review Plan 2020-23 at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ohs-code-review-plan-2020-2023 
Connect with the OHS Code review at: email: lbr.ohsreview@gov.ab.ca
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ALBERTA Workers’ Compensation Board


Recent changes to the Policies and Information Manual
On May 4, 2021, the Alberta WCB posted the following recent changes to its Policies and Information
Manual:
• 01-04, Investment Policy: The Board of Directors approved a number of amendments to the
Investment Policy in order to allow investing into AIMCo pooled funds. These changes are part of the
transition to AIMCo as directed by the Workers’ Compensation Act:
https://www.wcb.ab.ca/about-wcb/policy-manual/recent-changes.html


• 01-05, Recording and Reporting Accidents: Under the Policy, workers must report all
accidents to their employers and employers must keep a record of the accident. Workers, employers
and physicians must report any accident to WCB if it disables or is likely to disable the worker beyond
the day of accident: https://www.wcb.ab.ca/assets/pdfs/public/policy/manual/printable_pdfs/0105_1.pdf


• G-2, The Review and Appeal Process: Access the most recent revisions at:
https://www.wcb.ab.ca/assets/pdfs/public/policy/manual/printable_pdfs/g2.pdf


ALBERTA Management resources


Vehicles as work sites, OHS information for employers and workers
This resource, published in May 2021, defines how and when vehicles are considered work sites.
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li066?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2rx-fpkgqhw7 


COVID-19 workplace safety: hazard assessment and control
Check out the following resources for information on how to reduce transmission risk at your work site.
• Occupational health and safety guidance for workers during a pandemic:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-14?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2s3-fpkgqhw9


• Operating during a pandemic (webinar):
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/vid011?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2s4-fpkgqhw0


• COVID-19 exposure in workplace common areas:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-23?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2s5-fpkgqhw1


• Alberta Biz Connect:
https://www.alberta.ca/biz-connect.aspx?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2s6-fpkgqhw2


Commercial vehicle safety compliance in Alberta [2021]
The Alberta government has prepared this manual to assist commercial truck and bus companies and
their employees to operate safely and in a manner which is compliant with legislation relevant to the
National Safety Code. The document was updated and posted on April 26, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c5d46860-b4ba-474e-a466-4185cf0010a4/resource/50f9ad9f-aa47-48d6-b391-f9f38d9f78bd/download/trans-commercial-vehicle-safety-compliance-in-alberta-2021-complete-document.pdf


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 6, the Accessible British Columbia Act. First Reading: April 28, 2021. This Bill supports
the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to the full and equal participation in society of
persons with disabilities. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/first-reading/gov06-1


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. First Reading: April, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably
believes that a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety
of persons, or to the environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a
relevant protection official.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf
• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect,
addresses issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill,
together with explanatory notes, at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


Recent amendments to the Health, Safety And Reclamation Code for Mines establishes the
responsibility of managers to identify hazards
Reminder: On April 1, 2021, as part of an ongoing review and revision process, seven amendments to
the Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in British Columbia came into force. 
The Code is the primary source for health and safety regulation of mining operations in British
Columbia. Among other things, the Code establishes the responsibility of mine managers to actively
identify work place hazards, and to mitigate the risk that such hazards pose to workers.
On July 31, 2021, revisions adding avalanche safety requirements, including avalanche risk
assessments and avalanche safety program development, will also take effect.
Access more details at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-mining/health-safety/health-safety-and-reclamation-code-for-mines-in-british-columbia/codereview


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders


Revised order regarding industrial camps
Reminder: On April 13, 2021, the provincial health officer (PHO) revised an order regarding
industrial camps, and issued a new order for industrial projects within the Northern Health Authority
Region: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/April/public-health-orders-april-13-update


Safety Standards General Regulation under BC’s Safety Standards Act
Reminder: Last month, Ministerial Order # M72/2021 amended B.C. Reg. 105/2004 - Safety Standards
General Regulation under BC’s Safety Standards Act. Under amendments, a new section sets out
conditions under which a person against whom an enforcement action has been taken may apply to the
registrar for a review of the person’s enforcement action records.
Under amendments due to take effect on September 6, 2022, a new section addresses conditions under
which regulated work may be undertaken by a licensed contractor.
Access the MO at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0072_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


WorkSafeBC releases high-risk strategies and industry initiatives for 2021-2023
On April 23, 2021, WorkSafeBC published its high-risk strategies (HRS) and industry initiatives for
2021–2023, targeting industries and employers where the risks of serious injuries and fatalities are the
highest.
The 2021–23 strategy will focus on the construction, forestry, health care and social services, and
manufacturing industries. 
In addition to these four sectors, WorkSafeBC has 17 specific industry initiatives that focus on key
workplace health and safety issues affecting industries across the province. These are listed in the
release referenced below.
As part of the strategy, workplace inspections will follow a “risk-based, back-to-basics” approach.
WorkSafeBC Prevention Officers will engage with employers, and where possible, worker
representatives, to provide foundational information on managing risks that apply to all workplaces,
including COVID-19, as well as areas of focus that are specific to their industry.
For more details, access the WorkSafeBC posting at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/news-releases/2021/April/worksafebc-releases-high-risk-strategies-industry-initiatives-2021-2023


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


WorkSafeBC amendments regarding Permanent Disability Evaluation Schedule Review
On May 3, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s PDES Review posted proposed changes to the Vision Disability section
of the PDES concerning photophobia. The changes include revising the ratings for photophobia and
adding criteria to the policy. These changes are proposed to ensure policy reflects best practices in the
field of ophthalmology and ophthalmology assessment. Comment deadline: August 6, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide feedback
can be found at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-permanent-disability-evaluation-schedule-review
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultations on new and revised OH&S guidelines
Reminder: On April 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the following proposed updates,
additions and revisions to its OH&S guidelines, as follows:
Guidelines — Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Part 14 Cranes and Hoists


G14.13 Training (revised)
G14.29 Operator protection (revised)


Part 15 Rigging
G15.9 Wedge socket connections (revised)


Part 17 Transportation of Workers
G17.1 Application (revised)
G17.2-1 Employer’s responsibility (revised)
G17.4 Riding restrictions (revised)
G17.6 Hazardous materials (revised)
G17.7 Carrying animals (revised)
G17.8 Passenger compartments (revised)
G17.9 Boarding and leaving - Docking facilities (revised)


Part 23 Oil and Gas
G23.43 Ventilation openings (revised)


New and revised guidelines are posted for a 60-day preliminary period, during which time the
stakeholder community may comment and request revisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Passed Second
Reading: March 24, 2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of
the Legislative Review Committee. Access Bill 18 at: 
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25,
2021. Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: the position of the chief
prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made by a safety and health officer may be
dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious; and maximum fines for offences under
the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to the Workers Compensation Act (see
Bill 18 above).  Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 26, The Human Rights Code Amendment Act. Second Reading: March 25, 2021. Under
this Bill, the power to dismiss complaints is broadened and made available before an investigation
takes place. Access Bill 26 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b026e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons).
Second Reading: March 25, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to
temporarily control traffic on behalf of a third party, such as a festival organizer or a film production
company. Access at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


MANITOBA Updates


WCB policy manual updates
On April 7, 2021, Policy 31.05.10, Cost Relief/Cost Transfer - Class E was revised to refer to
Manitoba Regulation 132/2020, Adjustment in Compensation Regulation. Access at:
https://www.wcb.mb.ca/policy-manual-updates


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make a
minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make changes
to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and
provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


*
NOVA SCOTIA - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11,
2021. This Private Member's Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or
face coverings to employees. Access Bill 8 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


• Bill 94, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: April 7, 2021. This Private
Member's Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b094.htm


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 282, Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021
Second Reading: Carried April 28, 2021. Referred to Standing Committee on May 7, 2021.
The government is proposing regulatory changes to address stunt driving as well as to protect
vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and highway workers, improve truck safety, encourage
the use of ‘power-assisted bicycles’ and facilitate their storage on transit vehicles and increase
oversight of the towing sector. 
With regard to the latter, Schedule 3 enacts the Towing and Storage Safety and Enforcement Act,
2021, which regulates the provision of towing services and vehicle storage services. Access Bill 282
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-282
See also Environmental Registry of Ontario posting # 019-3534 posted by the Ministry of
Transportation on April 26, 2021. Comment deadline: May 26, 2021. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3534


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Amendments are made to the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. Among other things,
a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain premiums payable by
employers for the 2021 calendar year. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 230, An Act to proclaim Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Ordered
for Third Reading: May 10, 2021. The Bill would proclaim the third full week of March in each year as
Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b230rep_e.pdf


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-286


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill would amend
The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1, 2005, to be
equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. Access Bill 246
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246
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ONTARIO Consultations


Updated OELs address silica; hydrogen sulphide and compressed air breathing systems
Reminder: On April 22, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
launched consultations on new or revised occupational exposure limits (OELs) based on recent
American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) recommendations.
Additional Regulatory Changes Proposed
This year, in addition to consulting on new or revised OELs based on the ACGIH recommendations for
2018 and 2019, the MLTSD is proposing to:
• align the current OELs for Silica in Regulation 833 and O. Reg. 490/09 – under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act (OHSA) with the limits recommended by the ACGIH;
• align current OELs for Hydrogen sulfide in Reg. 833 with the limits recommended by the ACGIH; and
• adopt the 2019 version of CSA standard CAN/CSA-Z180.1:19, Compressed breathing air and systems
in Reg. 833, O. Reg. 490/09 and O. Reg. 278/05 – Asbestos on Construction Projects and in Buildings
and Repair Operations.


Proposed OEL Changes
Tables provided in the discussion paper (referenced below) set out proposed new or revised OELs or 
listings for substances resulting from changes recommended by the ACGIH. 
Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
Consultation Paper:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48498
2018 ACGIH Recommendations :
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48496
2019 ACGIH Recommendations:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48497


ONTARIO Regulatory filings
New requirement regarding temporary mask removal to eat or drink at work
On April 23, 2021, Ontario filed Regulations 313/21, 314/21 and 315/21 under the Reopening Ontario
(A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020. The Regulations create new requirements relating to the
temporary removal of masks in the workplace to consume food or drink during Stage 1, Stage 2, and
Stage 3 of the reopening plan. Specifically, those responsible for a business or organization must
ensure that workers who temporarily remove a mask to consume food or drink are separated from every
other person by: a distance of at least two metres; or plexiglass or some other impermeable barrier.
Access 313/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21313
Access 314/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21314
Access 315/21 at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21315


O. Reg. 290/21: Elevating devices - reporting outages
On April 16, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.290/21 under the Technical Standards and Safety Act, 2000.
The Regulation deals with reporting elevator outages, primarily at long term care homes. Access the
Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21290


O. Reg. 289/21: Administrative penalties
On April 17, 2021, the government filed O.Reg.289/21 under the Technical Standards and Safety Act, 2000.
The provisions of this Regulation outline administrative penalties as they apply to the classes of elevating
devices. Access the Regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21289


ONTARIO Announcements


Province commits funds for protecting miners on the job
The Ontario government is investing nearly $8 million to support the province's Mine Rescue Program
and help protect workers in an emergency. Part of the 2021 Budget, Ontario's Action Plan: Protecting
People's Health and Our Economy, this increased funding will promote workplace safety by
strengthening rescue capacity at mine sites and address gaps in the current rescue program for surface
mines. Access release at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/61134/ontario-protecting-miners-on-the-job
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ONTARIO Compliance alert


AODA compliance update
Reminder: As detailed previously in HSERA, all business or non-profit organizations with 20 or
more employees are required to file their annual Accessibility Compliance Report by June 30,
2021. Further details are posted at:
https://www.stikeman.com/en-ca/kh/canadian-employment-labour-pension-law/aoda-upcoming-compliance-deadlines


ONTARIO Management resources


• COVID-19. Find out what restrictions are in place in your area at:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/zones-and-restrictions#covid-19-measures-by-region
Access current daily updates at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information


• Develop your COVID-19 workplace safety plan. This is a generic guide for employers
preparing to return to work during the COVID-19 pandemic. All businesses that are operating
must have a written safety plan by law. The plan must be made available to anyone who asks
to see it, and posted in a place where it will be seen easily.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/develop-your-covid-19-workplace-safety-plan


• Construction site health and safety during COVID-19. This publication offers specific
guidance for the construction industry and links to additional sources of information.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/construction-site-health-and-safety-during-covid-19


• Restaurant and food services health and safety during COVID-19. This publication offers
specific guidance for the food services sector and links to additional sources of information:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/restaurant-and-food-services-health-and-safety-during-covid-19


• Using masks in the workplace: This publication describes the selection, care and use of
masks to protect workers from COVID-19 in the workplace:
https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting April 22, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases;
• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures to favour workers’ reinstatement;
• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of the
decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal; and
•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


May 5, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft Health and Safety in Forest Development Work Amendment Regulation  
The amendment would update the rules for forest first aid that are currently in the First-aid Minimum
Standards Regulation.
More specifically, it proposes a new definition for forest development harmonized with the definition of
forest management activity provided for in the Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1),
adds a division for first aid pertaining to organization, forest first aid and the evacuation and lodging of
more than 50 workers. Lastly, two new schedules related to the new provisions are added. Access the
Gazette Notice at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105021.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices (continued) 


May 5, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Safety Code for the construction industry - Amendment re: asbestos dust 
The draft Regulation provides for the use of a wetting agent for the removal of friable material
containing asbestos, for an exhaust ventilation system equipped with a high-efficiency filter that
provides at least 4 changes of air per hour, and for cleaning requirements applicable to equipment,
tools, protective clothing and other individual protective equipment. It also specifies the conditions
applicable to the use of a glove bag. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105022.pdf


Safety Code for the construction industry - amendment re: OH&S in mines
The amendment is intended to consolidate the general requirements for personnel hoisting apparatus
and material hoisting apparatus and to clarify and update the general rules for the use of personnel
hoisting apparatus. 
In addition, specific rules for the use of personnel hoisting apparatus are added as well as mandatory
training for operators of mobile personnel platform lifts. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105020.pdf


Matters to be treated in a safety regulation - amendment
The amendment addresses the safety regulations of a sports federation or unaffiliated sports body.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105017.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. Passed Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill aims to better align construction
codes with accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in
Saskatchewan. The CCA also modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building
officials and the construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform
Building and Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


SASKATCHEWAN Compliance reminder


New consolidated Occupational Health And Safety Regulations now in effect
Reminder: Effective April 1, 2021, the new Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, RRS
S-15.1 Reg 10 consolidate three current OH&S-related regulations into a single 3-in-one package. 
This new regulation, detailed in previous editions of HSERA, came into force on March 18, 2021.
Access at: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download 


*


THE TERRITORIES 


Northwest Territories
Safety Act - Notice of Code of Practice - Employer Guideline – Confined Space
The Code of Practice relates to section 18 of the Safety Act and Part 3, section 14, Part 18,
sections 273 to 282, Part 25, section 390, and Part 30, section 453 of the Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations, established by regulation numbered R-039-2015.
The effective date of the code is updated to April 30, 2021.
Copies of this code can be obtained online from the Workers’ Safety and Compensation
Commission, at: www.wscc.nt.ca 
Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 85) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_1.pdf


*
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Chemical compliance
Approach to disclose confidential information in chemicals management
On May 3, 2021, the federal government posted a new “approach to disclose confidential information
and promote transparency in chemicals management”. The document aims to outline a suitable
approach to achieve an appropriate balance between transparency and industry’s right to protect
confidential information. Access the approach at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/approach-confidential-information-chemicals-management.html


New guidance for the notification and testing of new chemicals and polymers 
Reminder: On April 14, 2021, the federal government posted a new Guidance Document for
consultation. The document provides assistance for complying with regulatory requirements, including
step-by-step instructions for the completion of a New Substances Notification. Comment deadline:
June 30, 2021. Access draft guidance document and details of participation at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/guidance-documents/guidelines-notification-testing.html


Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Waiver of information requirements for living organisms (subsection 106(9) of the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999)
Notice is given, pursuant to subsection 106(9) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999,
that the Minister of the Environment has waived some requirements to provide information on living
organisms in accordance with the annex published in the Gazette at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Waiver of information requirements for substances under CEPA
Notice is given, pursuant to subsection 81(9) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, that
the Minister of the Environment has waived some requirements to provide information on living
substances in accordance with the annex published in the Gazette at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Background: The decision to grant a waiver is made on a case-by-case basis by the ministers reponsible. Out of
approximately 500 yearly declarations, around 100 waivers are granted for chemicals, polymers and living organisms under
subsections 81(8) and 106(8) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999.


May 8, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Assessment of 16 substances of the Monocyclic and Bicyclic Sesquiterpenes Group indicates
that clove oil, sandalwood oil and guaiazulene should be classed as ‘toxic’ under CEPA
Of the 16 substances assessed, it is proposed to conclude that T & T clove oil, sandalwood oil, and
guaiazulene meet one or more of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act and that, therefore, they
should be added to Schedule 1 of the Act - the List of Toxic substances.
The ministers have released a risk management scope document for T & T clove oil, sandalwood oil,
and guaiazulene to initiate discussions with stakeholders on the development of risk management
options.
Notice also given that the ministers propose to take no further action at this time under section 77 of
the Act for 11 substances identified under subsection 73(1) of the Act.
The 16 substances are included in the 74 substances referred to collectively under the Chemicals
Management Plan as the Terpenes and Terpenoids Group.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-08/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


April 28, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order 2021-87-04-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-79
Reminder: The Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers) assessed
information on 14 substances (chemicals and polymers) new to Canada and determined that they
meet the criteria for addition to the Domestic Substances List, as set out in the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA). Details are provided in HSERA May 1 edition. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-04-28/html/sor-dors79-eng.html


- end -
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Environmental regulation & compliance
FEDERAL Legislature  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021 -
although the timing of a federal election may influence the agenda. The main environment-related Bills, completed or still
on the books, are as follows: 


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Royal Assent: June 29, 2021. This
enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Canada be
set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by the
Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Royal Assent: June 21, 2021. Now in force, this enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The Bill affirms the
Declaration is applicable in Canadian law and provides the legislative framework for the Government
of Canada to implement the legislation. An Order (SI/2021-37) published on July 7, 2021, designates
the Minister of Justice as the Minister for the purposes of the Act. A legislative summary, including
access to the Bill, is available at:
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• C-28, Strengthening Environmental Protection for a Healthier Canada Act. First Reading: April
13, 2021. Proposed amendments to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) represent the
first major reform since the Act was updated more than 20 years ago.
These main changes were summarized in previous issues of HSERA. They include strengthening
protections by: 


• assessing real life exposure based on the cumulative effects of a substance in combination with
exposure to other substances;


• implementing a new regime for toxic substances that pose highest risk;
• creating a Watch List of substances capable of meeting the criteria in CEPA to be considered at risk if,


for example, there should be an increase in exposure.
Access Bill C-28 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-28/first-reading
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FEDERAL Legislature (continued)


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. The
Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading in the Senate: June 22, 2021. This bill will “prohibit the
export of certain types of plastic waste to foreign countries for final disposal”. Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). First Reading in the Senate: June 23, 2021. Access Bill C-206 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


July 10, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Amendment to the Regulations Designating Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of
Enforcement (CEPA, 1999) applies prohibition provisions to the new formaldehyde regulations
Inadvertently, the government published the proposed and final Formaldehyde Emissions from
Composite Wood Products Regulations (below) without also amending the Regulations Designating
Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of Enforcement (Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999) [the
Designation Regulations]. 
The objective of the proposed amendments is, therefore, to add the prohibition provisions set out in the
Formaldehyde Regulations to the schedule in the Designation Regulations in order to make them
subject to minimum, and higher maximum, fines under the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/reg3-eng.htmlv


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations: SOR/2021-148
New Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations under the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the Regulations) prohibit the import, sale or offer for sale of
composite wood products that emit formaldehyde above established limits. 
The Regulations require that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly
according to specific emissions test methods and meet emission limits in order to be compliant.
Finished goods, such as furniture or flooring, must only incorporate composite wood panels and
laminated products that have been tested and that have met the emission limits in order to be
compliant with the Regulations. All composite wood products must be labelled prior to being sold in
Canada, or the seller must keep a copy of the label and have it available upon request.
The Regulations will require that, in addition to meeting the formaldehyde emission limits, composite
wood panels and laminated products must also be certified by a third-party certifier (TPC) prior to
import or sale. 
Manufacturers of composite wood panels and laminated products will be expected to keep extensive
records of testing, and to make those records available to the Minister of the Environment upon
request.  
The Regulations will come into force 18 months after their publication in the Canada Gazette, Part II. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Statement Setting Out the Reasons for Referring the Assessment of the Striped Bass (Morone
saxatilis) St. Lawrence River Population Back to COSEWIC
This Order refers the matter of the assessment of the Striped Bass (St. Lawrence River population),
made by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC), back to
COSEWIC for further consideration, pursuant to paragraph 27(1.1)(c) of the Species at Risk Act (the Act
or SARA). Access Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/si-tr33-eng.html


- 2 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 15, 2021







FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Coastal Fisheries Protection Regulations (SOR/2021-141) will permit
protection officers to board and inspect foreign fishing vessels
The amendments provide the authority for Canadian protection officers to board and inspect foreign
fishing vessels in the the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) Regulatory Area
and the North Pacific Fisheries Commission (NPFC) Convention Area. The measures are designed to
support the effective conservation and management of fish stocks and their ecosystems by ensuring the
sustainability of marine resources, both in Canadian fisheries waters and on the high seas. Access
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors141-eng.html


July 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Prohibiting the manufacture and import of wheel weights containing lead
Proposed Regulations under section 93 of CEPA would prohibit the manufacture in, and import into,
Canada of wheel weights that contain more than 0.1% by weight of lead. 
The proposed Regulations would not apply to the sale or offer for sale, to the manufacture for export, or
to the transit through Canada, of lead wheel weights, regardless of their lead content.
The proposed Regulations provide compliance flexibility to regulated parties in the form of a permitting
regime. However, since alternatives are readily available, permit applications are not anticipated. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/reg2-eng.html


July 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Amendments to Rules for Impact Assessment screenings conducted by the Executive
Committee (pre-submission engagement) of the Yukon EA Board 
The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board is proposing amendments to the
rules applicable to the conduct of screenings by the Executive Committee. The main purpose of the
proposed amendments is to establish a process of pre-submission engagement that would provide an
additional comment period at any time during its screening assessment of a proposed project. 
The proposed amendments are available on the Board's website at: https://www.yesab.ca/. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/commis-eng.html#cs5


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Ultraviolet Radiation-emitting Devices and Ozone-generating Devices
under the Pest Control Products Act 
Reminder: The Order brings certain ultraviolet radiation-emitting (“UV”) and ozone-generating devices
under the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA). These devices are marketed to control or kill bacteria,
viruses including SARS-CoV-2 (the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 disease), and other
microorganisms on surfaces, on objects, in water or in air. To date, Health Canada has not yet received
sufficient evidence to demonstrate that they can be used safely or that they work as claimed. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-07-13 Canada and the United States release new action plan for Salish Sea Ecosystem.
The governments of Canada and the United States announced that they have signed a new four-year
“Action Plan” under their Joint Statement of Cooperation—first signed in 2000—that commits both
countries to work together on transboundary issues and challenges facing the Salish Sea ecosystem:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/07/canada-and-the-united-states-release-new-action-plan-for-salish-sea-ecosystem.html 


• 2021-07-13 Government invests to help accelerate innovation in Canada’s mining industry. The
government has announced that it will contribute $40 million to a $112.4-million project of the Centre
for Excellence in Mining Innovation Inc. (CEMI). The investment supports the creation of the Mining
Innovation Commercialization Accelerator (MICA) Network, a pan-Canadian initiative to accelerate the
development and commercialization of innovative technologies to make the mining sector more
productive and sustainable:
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2021/07/government-invests-to-helpaccelerate-innovation-in-canadas-mining-industry.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


• 2021-07-12 Canada confirms ambitious new greenhouse gas emissions reduction target. On
July 12, 2021, Canada formally submitted its enhanced Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) to
the United Nations, committing the country to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) by 40-45
percent below 2005 levels by 2030.
This is Canada’s first emissions reduction target to be enshrined in law under the new Canadian Net-
Zero Emissions Accountability Act, which received Royal Assent in June 2021. It builds on a
whole-of-government plan, “Canada’s Strengthened Climate Plan: A Healthy Environment and Healthy
Economy”. 
The government also confirmed that the minimum price on carbon pollution will increase by $15
per tonne each year starting in 2023 through to 2030 and published key elements under which the
new federal ‘benchmark’ on carbon pricing will be assessed. 
Access Canada’s Strengthened Climate Plan: A Healthy Environment and Healthy Economy at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/healthy-environment-healthy-economy.html


Additional information on the federal carbon pollution pricing benchmark at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/carbon-pollution-pricing-federal-benchmark-information.html


• 2021-07-07 The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and
Industry, announced a $25-million investment in Svante Inc. to support its $97.22-million project
to develop and commercialize its novel low-cost carbon capture technology that will prevent
significant release of carbon dioxide (CO2) into the atmosphere from industrial sites like cement and
blue hydrogen plants. By using nano materials called “solid sorbent” this innovative industrial point-
source carbon capture technology will collect CO2, concentrate it, and release it for safe storage or
industrial use:
https://www.canada.ca/en/innovation-science-economic-development/news/2021/07/government-makes-major-investment-inone-of-canadas-leading-clean-technology-firms.html


• 2021-06-29 Canada and British Columbia invest in flood mitigation to improve community
resilience: https://www.canada.ca/en/office-infrastructure/news/2021/06/canada-and-british-columbia-invest-in-flood-mitigation-to-improve-community-resilience.html


• 2021-06-22 Reminder: The government announced that it is setting a mandatory target for all new
light-duty cars and passenger trucks sales to be zero-emission by 2035, accelerating Canada’s
previous goal of 100 percent sales by 2040.
The announcement was coupled with existing measures to support increased zero-emission vehicle
adoption – from incentives that help with the upfront costs of zero-emission vehicles, to investments in
zero-emission charging infrastructure, to partnerships with auto manufacturers which are helping them
re-tool and produce zero-emission vehicles in Canada. 
The announcement brings the Government of Canada’s level of ambition on zero-emission vehicles in
line with other leading jurisdictions, such as the United Kingdom, and California. Within Canada,
British Columbia and Quebec have also set 100 percent zero-emission vehicle sales requirements.
Access Transport Canada's Incentives for Zero-Emission Vehicles program at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/road-transportation/innovative-technologies/zero-emission-vehicles


. FEDERAL Reports


• 2021-06-28 Canada in a Changing Climate: National Issues report. On June 28, Natural
Resources Canada released this new 734-page report, which examines many issues related to
Canada’s ability to adapt to climate change. Download the report in full or by chapter. A digital
interactive version of the report is available at: www.ChangingClimate.ca/National-Issues.
Explore case stories from the report through the Map of Adaptation Actions at:
https://changingclimate.ca/case-studies/#reports. Download the full report at:
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/nrcan/files/pdf/National_Issues_Report_Final_EN.pdf


• 2021-07-11 Advancing the Climate Resilience of Canadian Infrastructure: A review of literature
to inform the way forward. This International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) report
reviews the current literature on climate change hazards, impacts, and adaptation options for six types
of built infrastructure across Canada and looks at the complementary role of natural infrastructure
solutions in building climate resiliency. Access report at:
https://www.iisd.org/publications/climate-resilience-canadian-infrastructure
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• Government of Canada releases Policy Statement on future thermal coal mining projects and
project expansions. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/government-of-canada-releases-policy-statement-on-future-thermal-coal-mining-projects-and-project-expansions.html


• Environmental Fines and Sentencing 10-Year Review - consultations end on August 31, 2021. These
consultations were launched on June 16, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/environmental-fines-and-sentencing.html


• Planned consultation on the proposed Regulations Amending the Regulations Designating
Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of Enforcement (Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999)
- consultations end on September 24, 2021. These consultations are scheduled to launch on July 12,
2021. This consultation is mandatory in order to modify the regulations. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Investment Tax Credit for Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage - consultations end on
September 7, 2021. These consultations were launched on June 7, 2021. The federal government intends
for the new investment tax credit to be available for a broad range of CCUS applications across different
industrial subsectors (e.g. concrete, plastics, fuels), including blue hydrogen projects and direct air capture
projects, to the extent that captured CO2 is not used in enhanced oil recovery projects. The CCUS
investment tax credit will be available starting in 2022. Access consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/investment-tax-credit-carbon-capture-utilization-storage.html


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021. These consultations were launched on June 19, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


• Mountain National Parks - the Draft Management Plan for Kejimkujik, phase 2 - consultations end on
July 25, 2021: https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/ns/kejimkujik/info/plan-gestion-management


• Feasibility assessment on the creation of a national park reserve in Pituamkek (Hog Island Sandhills
in Prince Edward Island) - consultations end on July 23, 2021. Access at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


•  S.S. Klondike National Historic Site Management plan review  - consultations end on August 24, 2021:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/yt/ssklondike/gestion-management/consultations


• Proposed changes to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for the 2022 reporting year -
consultations end on July 30, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/proposals-changes.html


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the
Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - July 2021
2021-07-13 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis), St. Lawrence River
Population.
2021-07-08 Recovery Strategy for the Western Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta bellii) Pacific Coast population.
2021-07-07 Order Acknowledging Receipt of the Assessment Done Pursuant to Subsection 23(1) of the Act.
2021-07-07 List of Wildlife Species at Risk (referral back to COSEWIC) Order.
2021-07-07 Report on the Implementation of the Recovery Strategy for the Slender Popcornflower (Plagiobothrys
tenellus) in Canada (2014 to 2020)
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - June/July 2021 update
2021-07-08 Minister of Environment and Climate Change approves the Springbank Off-Stream Reservoir Project:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/2021/07/minister-of-environment-and-climate-change-approves-the-springbank-off-stream-reservoir-project.html


2021-06-29 The Government of Canada releases its final decision on the Laurentia Project: Port of Quebec Deep-
Water Wharf - Beauport Sector. “After careful deliberation and review of available and relevant information, the
Governor in Council determined the potential significant direct and cumulative adverse environmental effects of the
Laurentia Project are not justified in the circumstances”. Access Environmental Assessment Decision Statement at:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80107/139515E.pdf
For details and links relative to ongoing assessments and releases, access the IAA website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency.html


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - announcements and consultations update


Upcoming Commission meeting on the Use of Nuclear Substances in Canada and the
Regulatory Oversight Report for Nuclear Lab Sites 
The Canadian Nuclear Commission will hold a public meeting on November 24 and 25, 2021, at which CNSC
staff will present the 2020 editions of the Regulatory Oversight Report on the Use of Nuclear Substances in
Canada and the Regulatory Oversight Report for Canadian Nuclear Laboratories Sites.
Applications for participant funding are now available to assist stakeholders in reviewing the two reports, as well
as in submitting comments in writing to the Commission. The deadline to apply for funding is August 6, 2021.
For more information about the Commission meeting, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-DNSR-2020-e.pdf and
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/pdf/NoticeMeeting-ROR-CNL-2020-e.pdf
For more information on the participant funding opportunities, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/the-commission/participant-funding-program/opportunities/index.cfm


Comment on proposed amendments to cyber security requirements and guidance - consultations end
October 7, 2021. Discussion paper DIS-21-03, Cyber Security and the Protection of Digital Information
proposes regulatory requirements and guidance for cyber security to protect licensees’ sensitive and digitally
managed information. It also covers cyber security systems used for nuclear safety, security, emergency
preparedness and safeguards. For more information visit:  https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis-21-03


Now available: Independent Environmental Monitoring Program results for Port Hope. On June 30, 2021,
CNSC released results of its  2020 Independent Environmental Monitoring Program (IEMP) sampling campaign
in Port Hope, ON: https://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/maps-of-nuclear-facilities/iemp/port-hope.cfm.


*
ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 27, 2021. The Bill allows for
the collection of fees for use of public lands and adds a section on liability:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 72, Preserving Canada’s Economic Prosperity Act. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021. The Bill
is intended to repeal and replace the 2018 Act with the same title, commonly referred to as the ‘turn off
the taps legislation’. The Bill is retroactive to May 1, 2021. Access the Bill at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-072.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading debate: June 7, 2021. This Bill is
designed to protect the watersheds, “from the irreparable damage that would result from coal
exploration, development and mining”. A newly-formed Coal Policy Committee is to provide a final
report to the minister on coal mining in the area by November 15, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5859a1b2-14a3-4a2d-bf36-38956efb68b4/resource/d3f4cab6-2fac-4712-95ad-fd6eb7a7b503/download/energy-coal-policy-engagement-survey-results-2021-05.pdf


Access Bill 214 at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf
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ALBERTA  Gazette Notices and regulations
June 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• The Land and Property Rights Tribunal (Various Regulations) Amendment Regulation


Reminder: The amendment regulation (AR 139/2021) took effect on June 23, 2021. It replaces
reference to various tribunals with the ‘Land and Property Rights Tribunal’. Access the Order-in-
Council at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_197.pdf.
Access information on the new tribunal at: https://environmentalandresourcelawblog.blogspot.com/.


ALBERTA Consultations
Government consulting this summer on new surface water quality management
frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
Reminder: On June 22, 2021, the government announced it will be holding consultations regarding
new surface water quality management frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper
Athabasca rivers. Comment deadline: September 17, 2021.
Access “Engagement: Surface water quality management frameworks” at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx


Legislative Assembly consulting on Bill 206, the Property Rights Amendment Act
Alberta’s Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights is inviting submissions as part of its review of
Bill 206, the Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Comment deadline: August 15, 2021
Further information is available at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assemblybusiness/committees/RP. 


ALBERTA Management resources and reports


• Environmental assessment program: at a glance - status of current projects. Updated
July 12, 2021. Access chart showing the status of current environmental assessment projects at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-program-at-a-glance-status-of-current-projects 


• Forests Act and regulatory changes: technical summary. Updated July 8, 2021, this
technical summary of the changes to the Forests Act and associated regulations which came into
effect May 1, 2021. Includes a point form summary of the changes to timber dues, timber scaling,
tenure, administrative monetary penalties and other changes. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c767d57c-d157-48d4-b4de-d94f81278579/resource/96f22940-e881-48f5-93e0-7f5221888d61/download/af-forests-act-and-regulatory-changes-technical-summary-2021-07.pdf


• Environment and Parks annual report. Posted on June 30, 2021, the annual report of the
Ministry of Environment and Parks contains financial information of the ministry and a comparison of
actual performance results to desired results set out in the ministry business plan, which was
published as part of the previous year's budget. The report also includes financial statements for the
entities making up the ministry and for which the minister is responsible. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/40c2fab1-e757-49f1-b403-e42c0239158a/resource/efa3ae8f-a0bf-4e2a-ac2d-9f8aa8997db5/download/aep-annual-report-2020-2021.pdf 


• Alberta Wildlife Animal Care Committee class protocol #15: American black bear
(Ursus americanus) hazing from industrial sites. Updated June 24, 2021, this protocol
provides guidance on discouraging the presence of black bears near industrial locations. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-wildlife-animal-care-committee-class-protocol-15-american-black-bear


• Alberta Land Stewardship Regulation. Updated on June 23, 2021, the regulation supports the
Alberta Land Stewardship Act by providing consistent processes with respect to requests for review,
applications for variance and applications for compensation in relation to a regional plan. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2011_179.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779825813


• Government of Alberta cybersecurity strategy: protecting the province’s digital assets
- annual update. This strategy was updated on June 21, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/goa-cybersecurity-strategy-protecting-provinces-digital-assets-annual-update


• AMD reporting chapter: AMD notification template. Reminder: Updated June 17, 2021, this
template provides minimum requirements and submission guidelines for notifying the Director of
specific air monitoring and industrial operation activities, as specified by the Air Monitoring Directive,
Chapter 9. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/amd-notification-template
See also, Guidance on common air monitoring directive questions at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/guidance-on-common-air-monitoring-directive-questions


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. (From previous session - Royal
Assent: March 5, 2020). Reminder: The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation,
addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for specified industrial or
commercial uses. The law was previously described in detail in HSERA. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Ministerial Orders 


MO under the Forest Act specifies Mountain Caribou Designated Area No.1 
Under Ministerial Order #355, effective June 20, 2021: (a) B.C. Regs. 136/2019 and 151/2020 are repealed,
and (b) for the purposes of section 169 of the Forest Act, four areas of Crown land are specified as the
Mountain Caribou Designated Area No.1 for the period ending on June 20, 2023. Access the MO at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0355_2021v


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy: Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022
The Province is inviting comments on its draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy and
Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022. Comment deadline: August 12, 2021. Access the draft strategy and
guiding principles at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/climatereadybc.
.
BRITISH COLUMBIA Reports


• Audit of Code Requirements for Tailings Storage Facilities recommends seven areas
for improvement. Finally made public on June 18, 2021, the Audit of Code Requirements for
Tailings Storage Facilities presents an internal review of the province’s tailings management regime
designed to avoid another Mount Polley-style disaster and sheds light on the work yet to be done to
ensure the safety of tailings storage facilities (TSFs) at the province’s dams. Access the audit report at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/mine-audits-and-effectiveness-unit/audit_of_code_requirements_for_tailings_storage_facilities_final_2021_04.pdf 


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021. The following Bills, summarized previously in the June 15 edition of HSERA,
received Royal Assent on May 20, 2021:


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Under the Bill, it is prohibited to
deliberately or negligently damage provincial water infrastructure or to impair its function. Permits are now
required for activities likely to interfere with water infrastructure, such as construction or the removal of fill.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Under the Bill, uniform rules are established respecting
authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Access the Act at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


MANITOBA - Announcements


June 21, 2021: Province Adopts Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation. The
proposed Regulation establishes overarching residential land-use policies and provincial noise
mitigation standards for all new residential dwellings in the new Airport Vicinity Protection Area (AVPA):
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51477&posted=2021-06-21


- 8 - 


Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 15, 2021







MANITOBA - Announcements 


June 25, 2021: Province receives Expert Advisory Council advice on green
transportation and infrastructure strategy. Access the release at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51492&posted=2021-06-25
The EAC’s report and recommendations can be found at: https://manitoba.ca/eac/.
Manitoba’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goal for 2018 to 2022 can be viewed at:
www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/index.html. 
A Carbon Savings Account video link is available at: www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/videos.html.
The Made-in-Manitoba Climate Plan can be found at www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/index.html.


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations


June 21, 2021: Draft Phasing Out of Coal-fired Electricity Generation Regulations
under the province’s Climate Change Act 
Reminder: Draft regulations that limit greenhouse gas emissions from electrical generation were
recently posted for a 28-day public review and comment period. 
These regulations outline GHG caps on electrical generation within the province that would deliver
equal or better GHG emission reductions than the federal regulation. This draft regulation will form the
basis of the province’s equivalency discussions with the federal government. Access the draft
regulation at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/pdf/pr/2021/06/21-083E.pdf
With the passage of this regulation, the provincial government is hoping to pursue an equivalency
agreement which would allow the Belledune Generating Station to continue to operate at a reduced
capacity to the end of its scheduled operating life. Under the federal government’s coal regulation, the
Belledune coal-fired generating station would be forced to close in 2030. For more information,
contact: Environment and Local Government; Email:ELG-Reg@gnb.ca. Telephone:(506) 453-2690.


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Announcements


June 29, 2021: Six First Nations communities and province set stage for negotiations
on new and sustainable First Nation Development Agreement:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2021.06.0509.html


June 16, 2021: Provinces continue collaboration to encourage growth in aquaculture
industry. A new memorandum of understanding has been signed by the ministers responsible for
aquaculture in the Atlantic provinces to continue collaborating on the responsible development of the
sector: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2021.06.0465.html


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


June 24, 2021: Provincial Government Announces Implementation Committee for the Oil
and Gas Industry Recovery Task Force Recommendations - Access members of the
oversight Committee at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/iet/0624n09/


June 24, 2021: Environmental Assessment Bulletin - Re: Channel-Port aux Basques Access
Road: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ecc/0624n03/


June 22, 2021: Minister Davis Highlights Projects Under Low Carbon Economy
Leadership Fund: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ecc/0622n04/


*
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NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021 with the following Bills under
consideration:


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Royal Assent: April 19, 2021.  Access latest version of Bill
4 at: https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. This Private Member's Bill
would provide free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water used as a
source of drinking water. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project development: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm


NOVA SCOTIA -  Consultations


Consultation on climate change, sustainable development goals
Reminder: On May 27, 2021, the province’s Clean Foundation launched public consultations on
initiatives to develop goals under the Sustainable Development Goals Act and assist in developing the
Climate Change Plan for Clean Growth. The 60-day consultation ends July 27, 2021.
Details of the consultation are available at www.cleanfuture.ca


NOVA SCOTIA -  Management resources


New blog posts on Nova Scotia's innovative Biodiversity Act
Two blog posts by East Coast Environmental Law Executive Director & Senior Lawyer, Lisa Mitchell,
on Nova Scotia’s new Biodiversity Act - the first legislation of its kind in Canada.
Access Part 1 of the series at: 
https://www.ecelaw.ca/blog/understanding-nova-scotia-s-biodiversity-act-part-one-the-public-process.html?mc_cid=d322071e41&mc_eid=26365661f3


Access Part 2 of the series at: 
https://www.ecelaw.ca/blog/understanding-nova-scotia-s-biodiversity-act-part-two-the-law.html?mc_cid=d322071e41&mc_eid=26365661f3


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. 


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Among other things, the multi-faceted
omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the Electricity Act,1998 that require priority connection
access to renewable energy generation facilities. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


• Bill 294, Securities Amendment Act (Climate Risk Financial Disclosure), 2021. First
Reading: May 17, 2021. The Bill amends the Securities Act to require issuers and reporting issuers to
conduct climate-related risk assessments. A climate-related risk assessment involves an analysis of
the risks stemming from the impact of climate change in the context of various scenarios. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-294
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. This
omnibus bill includes enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021 which would amalgamate
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the
Conservation Review Board, the Mining and Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Access Bill 245 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions
regarding development permits. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
May 21, 2021: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. Access this Private Member’s Bill at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf


ONTARIO Gazette notices


Published on e-Laws: July 2, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: July 17, 2021
O. Reg. 511/21 made under the Environmental Assessment Act exempts certain
activities related to indigenous lands
The regulation amends O. Reg. 334 by adding a new section 14.1 to exempt from the Environmental
Assessment Act (EAA) projects or activities related to land claim settlement agreements and certain projects
or activities that implement other agreements about land involving Indigenous peoples.
The Regulation took effect on July 1, 2021.
Access e-laws Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21511
Access ERO Decision Notice: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1805 on page 15 of this issue of HSERA.


Published on e-Laws: June 30, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: July 17, 2021
O. Reg. 509/21: General - under the Waste Management Act
The regulation amends O. Reg.347 - General - by striking out “Schedule 1 or 2 of” and substituting
“Schedule 1 or 2A to”. The amendment took effect on July 1, 2021.  Access e-laws Notice at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21509


Published on e-Laws: June 30, 2021; to be printed in The Ontario Gazette: July 17, 2021
O. Reg. 508/21: General - under the Nutrient Management Act
The regulation - which is extensive and highly technical - amends O. Reg.267/03 by setting out rules
governing the siting and management of regulated mixed anaerobic digestion facilities. 
Among other things:
• it adds the following definitions: “anaerobic digestion materials reception system”; “anaerobic digestion


materials transfer system”; “anaerobic digestion vessel”; “biogas upgrading system”; “feedstock
system”; “pre-treatment system”; “restricted anaerobic digestion output”; and “source separated
organics”; and


• specifies new odour management rules; odour control systems; and significant odour emissions
uncharacteristic of an agricultural operation.


The regulation took effect on July 1, 2021. Access the full text of the regulation on e-Laws at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21508
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Government revokes MISA Regulations, effective July 1, 2021 
Reminder: Effective July 1, 2021, the nine sector-specific industrial wastewater Effluent Monitoring and
Effluent Limits regulations, also known as the Municipal Industrial Strategy for Abatement (MISA)
regulations, are revoked. 
Two consequential amendments to two environmental penalties regulations under the EPA and the
Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) will ensure that appropriate environmental penalties regulations
will continue to apply to the same industrial sectors and sector facilities. 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-gazette-volume-154-issue-26-june-26-2021/publications-under-part-iii-regulations-legislation-act-2006 


June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Government posts final Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation 
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, the Ontario Government finalized the Hazardous and Special Products (HSP)
Regulation under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016. Details of this Regulation were
supplied in the July 1, 2021 edition of HSERA. Producers’ collection, promotion, education and
management obligations begin on October 1, 2021, following the wind-up of the Municipal Hazardous or
Special Waste (MHSW) program. 
Access the Blue Box regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21391
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2579


ONTARIO Consultations


RPRA consulting on proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and
Special Products  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed 2021 Registry
fees for Blue Box materials and Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) [see above gazette notices). 
Producers obligated under these new regulations will be required to register, report and pay Registry
fees to the Authority in 2021. 
A RPRA proposal, posted on June 18, 2021, outlines the proposed 2021 Registry fees for Blue Box and
HSP, as well as the methodology for allocating costs across all programs. 
Stakeholders can also submit their feedback by email to: consultations@rpra.ca. All feedback must be
received by the Authority on or before August 3, 2021. 
Access Proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at: 
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-BB-HSP-Proposal-and-Budget-Allocation_June-18-2021.pdf


ONTARIO Announcements 


RPRA lays out roadmap for implementing new excess soils registry  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) recently posted details of the ongoing
development and implementation of the province’s Excess Soils Registry as detailed in the On-Site and
Excess Soil Management Regulation, O. Reg. 406/19 under the Environmental Protection Act. As part of
the regulation, project leaders, owners and site operators have requirements to file notices for certain
project areas, reuse sites, and residential development soil depot sites where excess soil is generated,
transported, temporarily placed and deposited.
The registry project will be completed in two phases. Phase one of the project will develop the essential
components to allow regulated persons to register and begin filing and updating their notices ahead of
the effective date of January 1, 2022. Registry users will receive training and support to create their
registry account and learn how to use the new system at least one month before to avoid any disruption
to businesses or their projects.
Phase two of the project will begin later in 2022 and develop additional functionalities to be defined in
consultation with the Ministry and industry stakeholders. Information related to the timing and
components of phase two of the registry project will be posted to this page as it becomes available.
The RPRA says the registry will open for the regulated community to begin filing notices in December
2021. Contact RPRA at: excesssoilregistry@rpra.ca to request updated timelines on the development of
the Registry,
Access current timeline at: https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/ 
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS


• Proposed Changes to Regulations Under the Planning Act
# 019-3958; proposal posted by the Municipal Affairs and Housing on July 9, 2021. Comment deadline: August 23, 2021
Bill 276 - the Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021, received Royal Assent on June 3,
2021. Once proclaimed, Schedule 24 to Bill 276 will make policy changes to the Planning Act related to
control of the division of land (i.e. subdivision control, plans of subdivision, consents and validations), as
well as other housekeeping or consequential changes.
In particular, Schedule 24 to Bill 276 will make changes to the consent process by allowing the
"purchaser" to apply for a consent and by introducing a new tool to allow for a certificate to be issued in
respect of the retained land resulting from a consent. 
As a result, the Criteria - Validation of Title regulation (O. Reg. 144/95) under the Planning Act is proposed
to be revoked.
These regulatory changes are associated with legislative changes (21-MMAH008 - Proposed changes to
certain land division provisions in the Planning Act) - available at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=37010&language=en
For more information, links and background material, access the posting on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=5wHAVuVT4kMcs9yp4MVsd0k?language=en&postingId=38047
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3958


• Updating environmental assessment requirements for transmission lines
ERO #019-3937; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on July 5, 2021. Comment deadline:
September 3, 2021
The proposed changes, if approved, will update the EA requirements for critical transmission
infrastructure, supporting expanded access to lower carbon energy sources from Ontario’s electricity grid,
and shortening times for building critical infrastructure projects. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3937


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO #019-2785; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The government is proposing a new land use compatibility guideline as an update to a number of existing
D-series guidelines for municipalities to use when making land use planning decisions.
The objectives of land use compatibility planning in the context of this Guideline are to:
- protect employment areas (including industrial employment areas) designated for future major facilities  
from incompatible uses and encroachment by sensitive land uses;


- protect existing or planned major facilities from potential impacts from new sensitive land uses; and
- prevent adverse effects to existing or planned land uses from new and/or expanding major facilities.
The Guideline would be applied when an approval under the Planning Act is needed where the decision to
be made by the planning authority raises one of the following circumstances:
• a new or expanding sensitive land use (e.g. a residential subdivision or condominium) is proposed near 
an existing or planned major facility;


• a new or expanding major facility is proposed near an existing or planned sensitive land use.
Access the Proposed Land Use Compatibility Guideline at: https://prod-environmental-
registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Proposed%20Land%20Use%20Compatibility%20Guideline.pdf
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO #019-2768; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. Among other things, it includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental 
Compliance Approval (ECA) under section 20.2 of the Environmental Protection Act;


- clarification for facilities preparing an Odour Study required by the Renewable Energy Approvals Regulation;
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour and speed up 
remediation efforts;


- a process for assessing, mitigating and minimizing odour impacts when a new development is proposed, 
which supports the proposed Land Use Compatibility Guideline;


- additional resources for facilities when assessing odours or when preparing a Technology Benchmarking 
Report for odour considerations for laboratories in Ontario that assess odour.


Access Draft Odour Guidance.pdf at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/Draft%20Odour%20Guidance.pdf
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768
See also O. Reg. 508/21amendments under the Nutrient Management Act on page 11 of this issue.


- 13 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 15, 2021







ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


PROPOSALS (cont’d)


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of  the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
ERO #019-2972; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. On July 2, 2021, MECP extended the
comment period for this proposal notice for another 34 days (to August 6, 2021) based on feedback and requests received by the ministry.
Among other things, the new compliance policy being proposed continues to direct use of an informed
judgement matrix and a risk-based approach during case-by-case reviews of complaints and responses to
incidents.
The Ministry is also proposing public service standards and a referral tool for: responding to incidents; and
providing the public with information on a new ‘incident referral tool’. In summary, the government is
proposing to update:
• the compliance policy (draft): 


https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bi.%20Compliance%20Policy%20-%20March%2022%202021.pdf
• the referral tool (draft):


https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/biii.%20Referral%20Tool%20for%20MECP%20%281%29.pdf
• new service standards (draft):
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/bii.%20Service%20Delivery%20Standards_1.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


• Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan – Discussion Paper
ERO #019-3839; proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on June 29, 2021; Comment deadline: August 28, 2021
The discussion paper proposes a 30-year vision for mobility in the region. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3839 


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; proposal posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline:
September 21, 2021
The province is proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use planning
system in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


• Nutrient Management Act - Further Burden Reduction Opportunities
ERO #019-3849; proposal posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on June 15, 2021; Comment deadline: July 30, 2021
Among other things, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing to
amend the Regulation to remove the automatic five-year expiration associated with an Agricultural
Operation Planning (AOP) certificate. Instead, it is proposed that AOP certificates will never expire:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3849.
See also O. Reg. 508/21amendments under the Nutrient Management Act on page 11 of this issue.


• Regulatory Changes to Private, Non-Commercial Occupation and Use of Land in
Provincial Parks
ERO #019-3474; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 11, 2021; Comment deadline:
July 26, 2021
The government is recommending regulatory and policy changes to:
• allow for the potential continued use of existing private recreation camps located on Crown land in
provincial parks; and 
• potentially support existing access through provincial parks and conservation reserves to adjacent
privately owned land. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3474


• Amendments to support implementation of Emissions Performance Standards program
ERO # 019-3719; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 27, 2021. Comment deadline: July 11, 2021.
The proposed amendments are to support the transition from the federal Output-Based Pricing System
(OBPS) to the Ontario’s Emissions Performance Standards (EPS) program, which will be in effect
January 1, 2022. The posting also includes proposed changes to the administration and enforcement of
the program: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• Revised Northern Industrial Electricity Rate (NIER) Program
ERO #019-3955; proposal posted by the the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021. Comment deadline:
July 30, 2021.
The NIER Program provides large northern industrial electricity users with cheaper electricity prices.
The Ministry seeks input on the future of the program, expiring March 31, 2022:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3955


- 14 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 15, 2021







ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


DECISIONS


• Ontario releases Critical Minerals Framework Discussion Paper
ERO #019-3281; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021
The Ministry has released a discussion paper for public consultation to help the ministry develop Ontario’s
first-ever critical minerals strategy: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3281


• Proposal to Establish a Public Registry for Licences of Occupation under the Mining Act
ERO #019-3505; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021
The public will be able to easily access this new registry through the Mining Lands Administration System
(MLAS). Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3505


• Amendment of the Mining Act to enable a more streamlined approach to authorizing the
sale of end product from bulk samples
ERO #019-3506; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3506


• Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion Program
ERO #019-3191; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3191


• Proposal to exempt projects related to land claim settlements and other agreements with
Indigenous communities about land from the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO #019-1805; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 30, 2021
The government has decided to exempt from the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) projects or
activities related to land claim settlement agreements and certain projects or activities that implement
other agreements about land involving Indigenous peoples: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1805


• Drainage Act Regulatory Proposal
ERO #019-2814; decision posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on June 30, 2021
OMAFRA is proceeding with a new Regulation to provide a simpler process for making minor
improvements to municipal drains; for approving updates to engineer’s reports for changes during
construction; and to adopt the Drainage Act and Conservation Authorities Act Protocol (DART Protocol) by
reference: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2814


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature
The 2nd Session of the 66th General Assembly opened February 25, 2021, and adjourned on May 13, 2021. 
No new entries for this issue.


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021.
• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Assent: June 11, 2021. Under the bill, the procedure
for establishing wildlife preserves is amended, as are the conditions for carrying on activities in these
preserves and in wildlife habitats. Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-
loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
In force: March 19, 2021: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Assent: March 25, 2021. See related Gazette Notice below. 
Access Bill 67 at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2122-A.PDF


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill gives the
Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their activities
to develop, implement and finance a selective collection and deposit system. Access at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


July 7, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Compensation for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water and other
regulatory provisions - Amendment
The draft Regulation adds details for certain activities exempted from the payment of a financial
contribution to compensate for adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water, and adds new
activities.
It also makes changes to the activities for which the payment of a financial contribution may be
replaced by work to restore or create wetlands and bodies of water, and adds new activities.
For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2639) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105153.pdf


Declaration of a special planning zone to permit the development and the continued operation
of an engineered land on certain lots situated in the territory of Ville de Drummondville
Access the Gazette Notice (page 2688) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105155.pdf


June 30 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for
greenhouse gas emission allowances
Technical amendments are made to the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse
gas emission allowances under the Environment Quality Act. For details, access the Gazette Notice
(page 2111) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105125.pdf


Approval of Éco Entreprises Québec’s schedule of contributions payable for 2021 for the
“containers and packaging” and “printed matter” classes
The schedule of contributions established by Éco Entreprises Québec for the year 2021, attached to
this Order and entitled 2021 Schedule of Contributions for “containers and packaging” and “printed
matter” Classes, is hereby approved. For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2116) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105130.pdf


Approval of RecycleMédias’ 2021 schedule of contributions for the “newspapers” class
The schedule of contributions established by RecycleMed́ias for the year 2021, attached to this Order and
entitled 2021 Schedule of Contributions for the “newspapers” Class, is hereby approved. For details,
access the Gazette Notice (page 2141) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105129.pdf


Halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits
The object of the Regulations is:
• to determine the halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits under the


Environment Quality Act;
• to determine the conditions and methods applicable to such projects; and
• to determine the information and documents that a person, company or municipality responsible for carrying


out an eligible project or project whose eligibility is to be determined must keep or provide to the Minister.
For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2155) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105109.pdf


Regulation respecting landfill methane reclamation and destruction projects eligible for the
issuance of offset credits
The object of the Regulations is:
• to determine the landfill methane reclamation and destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset


credits under the Environment Quality Act;
• to determine the conditions and methods applicable to such projects; and
• to determine the information and documents that a person, company or municipality responsible for carrying


out an eligible project or project whose eligibility is to be determined must keep or provide to the Minister.
For details, access the Gazette Notice (page 2200) at:


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105108.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette notices (continued)


June 23 2021 Gazette Officielle
Temporary implementation of the amendments made in connection with the
management of flood risks -  Amendment
Reminder: Among other things, the draft Regulation implements a temporary framework for the
management of bodies of water to replace the Protection Policy for Lakeshores, Riverbanks, Littoral
Zones and Floodplains (chapter Q-2, r. 35).
It makes certain activities subject to the issuance of an authorization by the relevant municipality for
work, constructions or other interventions carried out in bodies of water, and sets the conditions that
apply to an application for authorization. It also determines the flood zones subject to the new
framework until the boundaries of flood zones are established. Among other things:
• the Regulation respecting activities in wetlands, bodies of water and sensitive areas is amended with


respect to certain standards applicable to work, constructions and other interventions carried out in
bodies of water, and adds new standards; and


• the Regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of their environmental impact is amended to
change some of the conditions that apply to activities carried out in bodies of water and adds new
activities eligible for a declaration of compliance pursuant to section 31.0.6 of the Environment
Quality Act as well as new activities exempted from ministerial authorization pursuant to section
31.0.11 of the Environment Quality Act. 


Other sections of the amendment specifically address provisions regarding agricultural operations and
pesticides management.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 2017) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105111.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


SASKATCHEWAN - Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations (see entry on page 23 )


*


THE TERRITORIES  


Yukon 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on May 31, 2021.
• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made


pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 financial years”. https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf


Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. It is scheduled to reconvene on
October 14, 2021.


• Bill P-29, the Resource Royalty Information Disclosure Statute Amendment Act. Passed Second
Reading on June 1, 2021. If passed, this Private Member’s Bill will amend the Mineral Resources Act,
the Northwest Territories Lands Act, and the Petroleum Resources Act to “allow for the disclosure of
confidential information respecting resource royalties for use in the development and evaluation of
policy for the Government of the Northwest Territories to a member of the Legislative Assembly or to
an Indigenous government”. Access at: https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_29_0.pdf


Nunavut - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 9, 2021.
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Pipeline Financial Requirements Regulations: SOR/2021-134
Reminder: Subsection 4(1) of the Regulations is amended to explicitly require class 1 oil pipeline
operators to maintain 5% of their financial liability obligations in a form (type) that is readily accessible.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors134-eng.html 


Regulations Amending the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Regulations: SOR/2021-133
Reminder: The objective of the amendment is to update the list of nuclear installations subject to the
absolute, exclusive and limited liability requirement of the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Act by
removing the Saskatchewan Research Council: SLOWPOKE 2 Reactor from the schedule to the
Regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors133-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Call for proposals under $1.5-Billion Clean Fuels Fund to grow Canadian clean fuels market 
On June 21, 2021, the Honourable Seamus O'Regan Jr., Minister of Natural Resources, officially
launched the $1.5-billion Clean Fuels Fund with a call for proposals for projects that increase Canada's
capacity to produce clean fuels. The fund supports building new or expanding existing clean fuel
production facilities, including hydrogen, renewable diesel, synthetic fuels, renewable natural gas and
sustainable aviation fuel. Access release at:
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-o-regan-launches-call-for-proposals-under-1-5-billion-clean-fuels-fund-to-grow-clean-fuels-market-across-canada-853935867.html


*
ALBERTA Gazette
June 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 113/2021 under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act - Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules (Amendment Regulation)
Among other things, Rule 1.020(2) is amended by repealing item 5 and substituting the following:


5. “control well” means a well that is capable of producing oil, is within a block or project and is completed in a drilling
spacing unit that is contiguous to a drilling spacing unit that contains a producing well that is outside the block or project. 


Alberta Regulation 112/2021: Oil and Gas Conservation Rules (Expiry Date Extension)
These Rules now expire on June 30, 2026. 
Access the Gazette notices at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/11_Jun15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA AEP announcements


High performance benchmark for oil sands upgrading available under TIER
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, Ministerial Order 49/2021 was published. The order establishes a new
high-performance benchmark under the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Regulation
(TIER) for oil sands upgrading, using complexity weighted barrels. This new benchmark is made
available to regulated facilities for the 2020 compliance year and onwards.
The Ministerial Order is available at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ep-49-2021
Links to the Ministerial Order have also been posted on the department’s TIER Regulation webpage at:
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx
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ALBERTA AEP announcements (continued)


Site Rehabilitation Program: Grant period #4 extended to September 30, 2021
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently posted notice that the deadline to apply for grant period
#4 under the province’s  Site Rehabilitation Program has been extended to September 30, 2021, or
until licensees have fully expended their allocations.
The Program provides grants to oil field service contractors to perform well, pipeline, facility, and oil and
gas site closure and reclamation work. $100 million is available in period #4 to support eligible oil and
gas service companies who apply and satisfy the eligibility requirements. 
Read the SRP Supplemental Guidelines for Application Period 4 at:
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/energy-site-rehabilitation-supplemental-guidelines-period-4.pdf 
Over $400 million under the Program has already been allocated during the first three periods.
Key remaining deadlines are as follows:
• Fourth application period: Open until September 30, 2021.
• Fifth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Sixth application period: Open until March 31, 2022;
• Seventh application period: Scheduled to open in second half of July 2021 and remain open until 
March 31, 2022;


• Eighth application period is targeted to start in the second half of July 2021 and remain open until    
March 31, 2022.


Project completion: Contractors have until December 31, 2022 to complete the work. 
Access full details and links at:
https://www.alberta.ca/site-rehabilitation-program-apply-for-a-grant.aspx#form27637


Related report: “Not well spent: A review of $1-billion federal funding to clean up Alberta’s inactive oil and gas
wells” by Megan Egler of the Parkland Institute, notes that, of the $1.7 billion in federal funds allocated for the cleanup of
unreclaimed oil and gas wells in Canada, most - $1 billion - went to Alberta, where almost one-quarter of the $800 million so
far distributed went to just five companies, and may have simply replaced money that energy companies would have spent
anyway. The report notes that one company, Canadian Natural Resources Limited, has received more than $100 million
under the Program. Access the report at:
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/parklandinstitute/pages/1897/attachments/original/1625610004/Not-Well-Spent-Report-FINAL.pdf?1625610004


ALBERTA Management resources


• AER historical Applications and Decisions Catalogue Released. Released on June 29,
2021, the catalogue is available at: https://had.aer.ca


• Update to AER Pipeline Performance Report. Posted on June 22, 2021. Access
announcement at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/announcements/announcement-june-22-2021


• Oil sands information bulletin [2018 to current]. Last updated on June 25, 2021, the purpose of
the Information Bulletin is to notify industry regarding items such as proposed changes to legislation,
regulations or operating procedures with the intent of soliciting feedback; new programs or changes to
existing programs, projects, services, strategies or organizational structures; and industry participation
in department initiatives. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/oil-sands-information-bulletin


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-27: Oil Sands Exploration Application Variance Form and Updated
Guidance. On July 9, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that it had developed a
new Oil Sands Exploration (OSE) Application Variance Form for applicants to submit with their OSE
application. The variance form can be used If applicants are unable to meet the new Master Schedule
of Standards and Conditions (MSSC) approval standards introduced on January 8, 2021, by Alberta
Environment and Parks (AEP).
The new standards require applicants who are unable to meet MSSC approval standards to provide
sufficient rationale and mitigation measures for review with the OSE application. 
The form is available on the AER Oil Sands Exploration webpage at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-application/application-process/oil-sands-exploration
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ALBERTA AER bulletins (continued)


• Bulletin 2021-26: Invitation for Feedback on New Contamination Management Manual
On July 7, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted the proposed new Manual XXX:
Contamination Management. The purpose of this manual is to assist industry in understanding the
regulatory requirements and expectations for remediating contamination related to conventional oil
and gas, in situ, and pipeline activities regulated by the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER).
Further information on how AER administers the Remediation Regulation can be found at: www.aer.ca
> Regulating Development > Project Closure > Remediation > Remediation Regulation Administration.
Comment deadline: August 8, 2021.
To provide feedback on the proposed new manual, complete the comment form available on the
manual's webpage. 
Access Manual xxx at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals


Access release at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-26-0


• Bulletin 2021-25: New Functionality Moving to OneStop
Reminder: Effective July 8, 2021, AER added new functionality to its OneStop program. Among other
things:
- well licensees will be able to submit an application in OneStop to resume activity on an existing well;
- wells system-generated cancellations for expiries will now be auto-completed in OneStop;
- applicants will now have the ability to link Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) 
approvals to Public Lands in-situ applications based on specific disposition types, purposes, and 
activity codes;


- well licensees will be required to submit Log ASCII Standard (LAS) and raster well logs through 
OneStop. CD/DVD submissions will no longer be accepted. Well log summary reports will no longer 
be required. Directive 080: Well Logging (see below) and an associated FAQ document will be
updated to reflect these changes to submission requirements and will come into effect on July 8; and


- licensees will be required to submit all Record of Site Condition (RoSC), and associated 
professional, reports through OneStop unless the submission is required under an EPEA approval 
for mining operations. (More information can be found on the AER website, www.aer.ca, under    
"Contamination Management Tools and Resources").


AER will hold training sessions on RoSC before and after the release, and training sessions on well log
submissions after the release. More information can be found on the Events page at:
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/events


ALBERTA AER -  Directives


• Bulletin 2021-24: Directive 080: Well Logging. Effective Date: July 8, 2021. The new directive,
released with Bulletin 2021-25 (see above), sets out the requirements for well logging, but does not
change the casing integrity logging requirements set out in Directive 056: Energy Development
Applications and Schedules, the wellbore integrity logging requirements set out in Directive 051:
Wellbore Injection Requirements, or the cement evaluation logging requirements or plug logging
requirements set out in Directive 020: Well Abandonment.
Access Directive 080 at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/Directive080.pdf


The Alberta Energy Regulator recently posted notice that it is seeking feedback on the following:


- Directive 055: Storage Requirements for the Upstream Petroleum Industry; and 
- Directive 058: Oilfield Waste Management Requirements for the Upstream Petroleum Industry
These directives have been updated to incorporate the storage of large volumes of water such as
produced water, water-based flowback, and oilfield landfill leachate in storage devices for reuse in
hydraulic fracturing. For more information, access Bulletin 2021- 24 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-24
The drafts share a comment form. Comment deadline: July 25, 2021. 
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ALBERTA AER -  Directives


The Alberta Energy Regulator recently posted notice that it is seeking feedback on the following:


-  Directive XXX: Licensee Life-Cycle Management. This directive supports the Government of Alberta 
(GoA)'s new Liability Management Framework and is enabled by rule changes announced in AER Bulletin 
2020-26. Comment deadline: July 25, 2021. More information on AER’s various liability management 
programs is available on the AER website at: aer.ca > Regulating Development > Project Closure > 
Liability Management Programs and Processes.


Access related Bulletin 2021-22 and comment form at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-xxx.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


The Applicability (Professional Governance) Regulation pursuant to the Hydro and Power
Authority Act
In force as of June 30, 2021. The Regulation specifies that The Professional Governance Act applies to the
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority.


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-24) Release of Updated Noise Control Best Practices Guideline
On July 13, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted an updated version of its Noise Control Best
Practices Guideline for the management of noise from oil and gas activities.
The guideline is intended to describe regulatory requirements for managing noise emissions from well
and facility operations as set out in the Drilling & Production Regulation, section 40, the Liquefied
Natural Gas Facility Regulation, section 4(1)(e), and section 15, and the recently released Oil and Gas
Processing Facility Regulation, section 9(3) and section 18(4).
The updates are technical in nature. They are primarily related to knowledge gained from extensive
noise monitoring by industry in BC, and engagement with landowners and international oil and gas
regulators on addressing noise generated from hydraulic fracturing. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/release-of-updated-noise-control-best-practices-guideline-indb-2021-24/


(DIR 2021-01) Suspension of Water Diversions in Nicola Basin due to drought conditions.
Effective July 8, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted a directive requiring the oil and gas
industry to immediately suspend all previously approved water diversions under Section 10 of the Water
Sustainability Act, due to drought conditions. This includes rivers, streams and lakes in the Nicola Basin.
The Commission will review new applications for diversion, or requests to use existing approvals, on a
site-specific basis. Requests for continued water use under an existing Section 10 approval can be
submitted, with required documentation, via email to Suzan.Lapp@bcogc.ca.
More information on changing drought conditions can be found on the BC Government Drought
Information page and Drought Information Portal at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/drought-flooding-dikes-dams/drought-information 


(SA 2021-01) Wildfire safety advisory re: required restrictions
On July 7, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted a reminder to industry that there are currently
province-wide prohibitions for open burning, including category 2 and 3 fires, and a need to exercise
caution for all activities. Permit holders and their contractors should maintain a high level of situational
awareness by checking the BC Wildfire Dashboard at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators
and the Wildfire Prevention for Industry and Commercial Operators page at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/prevention/for-industry-commercial-operators.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements
(INDB 2021-23) Updates to the Application Management System (AMS) to improve workflow
and functionality 
Reminder: On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted news of its latest updates to the
Application Management System (AMS). A summary of these changes can be viewed at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-application-management-system-ams-indb-2021-23/ 
The changes take effect on August 9, 2021 when an AMS August 2021 Release Guide that further
explains these changes will be posted on the Commission’s website.


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
Reminder: On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the
Use of Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to implement changes as part of
the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. The guidance outlines best practices a
qualified reclamation specialist often considers when determining restoration techniques to employ for a
given area. This bulletin initiates the summer review period, which will be followed by targeted
engagement sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


(INDB 2021-21) New Glycol Dehydrator Data Collection Template
On June 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted a New Glycol Dehydrator Data Collection
Template. The Drilling and Production Regulation establishes new emissions requirements for glycol
dehydrators installed on or after January 1, 2022 and, beginning on January 1, 2023, for glycol
dehydrators installed before January 1, 2022. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-glycol-dehydrator-data-collection-template-indb-2021-21/


MANITOBA -  Regulations


Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act
Effective July 1, 2021, the Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act, is
amended. The amendment replaces the list of standards in Schedule 1 at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/050.pdf
Related to this, two exemption regulations took effect on June 18, 2021. These are:
• the Regulatory Accountability Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Statutes and 
Regulations Act; and 


• the Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Regulatory Accountability Act.


SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations
In a bulletin dated July 5, 2021, the Saskatchewan government referenced regulatory changes to
strengthen the oil and gas liability management (LM) program operated by the Ministry of Energy and
Resources (ER). These changes feature new regulations called The Financial Security and Site Closure
Regulations (FSSCR), referenced in the Saskatchewan Gazette, dated June 25, 2021. 
The FSSCR replace provisions in the current Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR)
dealing with “end of life” obligations of oil and gas companies regarding wells, facilities and associated
flowlines.


The Financial Security and Site Closure Regulations
Among other things the FSSCR feature the following key elements:
 1. Inactive Liability Reduction Program: a new results-based program for reducing liabilities held


by oil and gas companies that will gradually bring down the percentage of inactive wells and facilities
in the system through prescribed annual reduction targets;
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SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette:
New Oil and Gas Liability Management Regulations (continued from page 22)
 2. Enhanced LLR Program: adjusting the existing Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) formula to better


reflect a licensee’s actual assets and liabilities in order to calculate security deposits more accurately;
and


 3. Proportional Risk Assessments for Transfers: codification in regulations of a highly effective
methodology for determining the additional security required for transfers between licensees that
involve a high percentage of inactive wells and facilities.


The FSSCR also include a new requirement for licensees to submit to ER upon request corporate
financial information that may be used to assess the financial health of a licensee. This information will
be used to fine-tune security deposit requirements and will serve as the framework for a Corporate
Health Test to be developed by ER over the next two years.


Amendments to The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations
Also included in the June 25 edition of the Saskatchewan Gazette are amendments to The Oil and Gas
Conservation Regulations, 2012 (OGCR).
Among other things these amendments: 
 repeal a number of sections from the 2012 regulations; 
 replace sections addressing eligibility requirements for a licence and enforcement of regulations and


orders; and 
 amend licence eligibility requirements to allow the minister to consider the compliance history,


experience and financial health of the applicant before issuing or transferring a licence.
Note that although the FSSCR and the amendments to the OGCR have been approved, they will not
come into force until a date fixed by Order-in-Council to be determined by ER. Until then, the existing
LM program requirements continue to be in effect. Licensees will be notified prior to the passage of an
Order-in-Council to bring the FSSCR and the amendments to the OGCR into effect.
Inquiries regarding the proposed regulatory enhancements may be directed to the ER Service Desk at
er.servicedesk@gov.sk.ca.
Access the Gazette Notices via: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113447


Standards, codes and guidelines
June 19, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate
Reminder: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.02 mg/L (20 μg/L) is proposed for
dimethoate in drinking water.
Dimethoate is an organophosphate pesticide used to control a wide range of insects and mites.
Omethoate is a breakdown product of dimethoate in the environment. It is also produced during
treatment of source water containing dimethoate. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1
The technical document for this guideline is available until August 18, 2021 on the Health Canada
consultation web page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/consultations.html#water


Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality: Physical, Aesthetic and
Chemical Characteristics 
Reminder: The proposed technical document for this guideline is available for public comment until
August 11, 2021 on Health Canada's Environment and workplace health consultation web page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/consultations.html#water
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CSA standards update


• CSA Z1615 - First Responder Fatigue Risk Management System
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the identification of fatigue related hazards, and
assessment and control of fatigue-related risks across first responder occupations. 
Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 27, 2021. Review end date: July 27, 2021.
Review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4213


• Z259.15 - Anchorage connectors
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4207


• CSA Z275.4 - Competency Standard for diving, hyperbaric chamber, and remotely
operated vehicle operations
Reminder: This Standard applies to occupational diving, hyperbaric facility, and remotely operated
vehicle (ROV) operations conducted in connection with all types of work and employment and
describes the requirements for minimum competency levels for all personnel directly associated with
the identified techniques of diving or ROV operations. Contact: dave.shanahan@csagroup.org.
Review start date: June 2, 2021. Review end date: August 1, 2021. Access more details and review a
draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4217


• Z620.3 - Flaring, incineration and enclosed combustion (New Standard)
Reminder: This Standard applies to newly installed flares, incinerators and enclosed combustors
used in: drilling operations; completions and well testing; well sites and gathering pipelines, thermal
in-situ operations; process facilities (up to and ending at custody transfer at the product outlet point);
and workovers and well servicing. Contact: jonathan.venalainen@csagroup.org. Review end date: July 20.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4208


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Third Reading in the House of
Commons: May 27, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its
transitional regulations. Access Bill S-3 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Royal Assent: June 29, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill extends compassionate care leave
provisions by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave to which an employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices
July 10, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 32
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers, etc.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


Order Amending the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order
(Quarantine, Isolation and Other Obligations)
This Order makes a technical amendment to clarify P.C. 2021-615 provisions for fully vaccinated
travellers, to clarify that these changes take effect at 12:01 a.m. EDT, on July 5, 2021. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/order-decret-eng.html


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II


Amendments to COHS Regulations (Part XI) enhance protections for workers in confined spaces
New regulatory amendments, published on July 7, 2021, replace Part xI of the Canada Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations dealing with work in confined spaces. The amendments are scheduled
to take effect on October 1, 2021. They are designed to accomplish the following three objectives:


1. To mitigate the risk of injury or death by improving the knowledge surrounding, and the
identification of, confined spaces
The Regulations define the term “confined space” as a space that: (a) is enclosed or partially
enclosed; (b) is not designed or intended for continuous human occupancy; and (c) has a limited or
restricted means of entry or exit or an internal configuration that could complicate provisions of first
aid, evacuation, rescue or other emergency measures.
They also add a new subtype of confined spaces: hazardous confined spaces - a modification which
aligns with the two-pronged definition of ‘confined space’ used in the regulations of British Columbia,
Yukon and Saskatchewan. 
Among other things, the Regulations will require the employer to:
• perform a survey of the workplace, to identify all confined spaces;
• maintain a record of confined spaces, which would be accessible to those entering those spaces;
• appoint a qualified person to determine whether the confined space is a hazardous confined space;
• monitor a person entering a hazardous confined space; and
• maintain records of all employees who received instruction and training on emergency procedures and


obligations when working in confined spaces.


2. To align federal provisions with industry best practices and standards
The amendments will, among other things:
• require that a confined space be reassessed whenever there is a change to the structure, the intended


use, or the immediate surrounding area; or to respond to information regarding a potential new hazard;
• align with requirements in other jurisdictions in Canada by increasing the minimum level of oxygen in


the air in a confined space to 19.5%, up from 18%;
• require the employer to develop emergency procedures for all hazardous confined spaces, in


collaboration with the appropriate OH&S committee or representative;
• require continuous atmospheric monitoring when it is noted in the hazard assessment report created


by the qualified person, and also require that any equipment used to test the atmosphere inside a
hazardous confined space be used in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions; and


• expand the employer's obligation towards those granted access to hazardous confined spaces to
include contractors - requiring employers to share their procedures with them, and ensuring that all
persons allowed access to hazardous confined spaces, including contractors, have received training
on safely working in and occupying the hazardous confined space.


3. Add clarity to promote compliance
Among other things, the regulatory amendments will clarify the requirements for the qualified person's
hazardous assessment report and the requirement for employers to maintain records of all employees
who receive instruction and training regarding confined spaces. Guidelines are currently being
prepared and are expected to be published for the coming-into-force date.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors143-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


July 7, 2021, Canada Gazette Part II
Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations: SOR/2021-148
Among other things, the Formaldehyde Emissions from Composite Wood Products Regulations (the
Regulations) prohibit the import, sale or offer for sale of composite wood products that emit
formaldehyde above established limits. (They are described in more detail on page 2 of this issue).
Composite wood products are a known source of formaldehyde in indoor environments where they
can cause irritation of the eyes, nose, and throat and may worsen asthma symptoms, especially in
children. At higher levels, such as those that have been measured in some workplace environments,
formaldehyde has been associated with cancer of the nasal passageways. 
The Regulations require that composite wood panels and laminated products be tested regularly
according to specific emissions test methods and meet emission limits in order to be compliant. 
The Regulations will come into force 18 months after their publication in the Canada Gazette, Part II. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors148-eng.html


Regulations Amending the Administrative Monetary Penalties (Canada Labour Code)
Regulations clarify penalties for violations of confined space entry regulations
The Regulations will amend Schedule 1 of the AMPs Regulations to update the designated violations
for Part xI (Confined Spaces) to reflect the amendments to the Confined Spaces Regulations outlined
on page 25 of this issue).
Access Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors142-eng.html 


Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code (Medical
Devices, COVID-19)
The Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code (Medical
Devices, COVID-19) will amend four federal OH&S Regulations to state that, where there is a risk of
an airborne hazardous substance in a work place, and a qualified person determines that a worker
requires medical treatment to be administered under supervision from a health care practitioner, the
employer may provide a COVID-19 medical device for respiratory protection authorized under Interim
Order No. 2 Respecting the Importation and Sale of Medical Devices for Use in Relation to COVID-19,
(rather than a NIOSH-certified respiratory protective device). Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors140-eng.html 


Regulations Amending the Canada Labour Standards Regulations extend period of COVID-19
benefits for employees in the federal sector
The Canada Recovery Benefits Regulations are amended to increase the maximum number of weeks
of Canada Recovery Benefit (CRB) and the Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) entitlement
by 4 weeks up to a maximum entitlement of 42 weeks of income support.
Federally regulated private sector (FRPS) employees can avail themselves of the additional weeks of
CRCB, if necessary, without fear of losing their jobs (Regulations Amending the Canada Labour
Standards Regulations). Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-
07/html/sor-dors163-eng.html


July 3, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel 
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
This Order will continue to generally prohibit foreign nationals from entering Canada from the United
States, unless they are entering for non-optional or non-discretionary purposes or other specified
permitted purposes. The prohibition on entry for an optional or discretionary purpose will not apply to
foreign nationals whose presence in Canada is determined to be in the national interest. This Order
will be in effect until July 21, 2021:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/order-decret-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act
continue restrictions on travel (continued)


July 3, 2021, Canada Gazette Part I
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from the United States):
The Order continues to prohibit entry into Canada of foreign nationals arriving from the United States
for an optional or discretionary purpose, with some limited exceptions. 
The Order also continues to prohibit foreign nationals from entering Canada from the United States if
they fail to meet the pre-arrival testing obligations under the Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to
COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other Obligations), subject to some exceptions.
This Order will be in effect until July 21, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-
pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/order-decret-eng.html


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 (Quarantine, Isolation and Other Obligations):
This Order contains substantive changes to introduce the concept of fully vaccinated travellers, to
include new mandatory traveller declarations on vaccination status and proof of vaccination, and to set
out modified quarantine and testing requirements for this new cohort.
There are also technical and operational efficiencies introduced in the Order. These are detailed
further under the “Implications” section. Sections 7.1 to 7.9 came into force on July 5, 2021. Access
the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
New record-keeping Regulations made under the Canada Labour Code
Reminder: Among other things, a recent proposal will require employers to keep records of the
following:
• unforeseeable emergencies that an employee had to deal with and as a result of which the employer


could not provide the employee with 24 hours’ notice of a change to their shift; had to either postpone
or cancel the employee’s 30-minute break; or had to require the employee to work additional hours,
which resulted in them having a rest period of fewer than 8 hours;


• a copy of any certificate from a health care practitioner related to an employee’s medical breaks and
any employer request for such certificate;


• every work schedule and modification of a work schedule that is provided to a student intern; and
• every refusal to work made by a student intern due to not receiving 96 hours’ written notice of their 
work schedule.


Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/reg1-eng.html


Interim Order to provide oversight of UV Radiation-emitting Devices and Ozone-generating
Devices used to kill bacteria and viruses
Reminder: This June 26, 2021 Order brings certain ultraviolet radiation-emitting (“UV”) and ozone-
generating devices under the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA). These devices are marketed to control
or kill bacteria, viruses including the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 disease, and other micro-
organisms on surfaces, on objects, in water or in air. Under the Order, certain UV and ozone-generating
devices are subject to safety and efficacy assessments, and must be registered prior to entering the
Canadian market. To date, Health Canada has not yet received sufficient evidence to demonstrate that
they can be used safely or that they work as claimed. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Regulations: SOR/2021-133
The objective of the amendment is to update the list of nuclear installations subject to the absolute,
exclusive and limited liability requirement of the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Act by removing the
Saskatchewan Research Council: SLOWPOKE 2 Reactor from the schedule. Access the Gazette Notice
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors133-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices (continued)


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II


Vessel Safety Certificates Regulations updated under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001
To reflect the emphasis on promoting and ensuring vessel safety, the title of the Vessel Certificates
Regulations is changed to the Vessel Safety Certificates Regulations (VSCR).
The VSCR clarify and update existing vessel safety certificate requirements, inspection details and
voyage classification definitions. The VSCR also update the schedules for sheltered waters. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors135-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources


Program now available for international health and safety event hosted by Canada
The latest program is now available for the virtual xxII World Congress on Safety and Health at Work,
taking place September 20-23, 2021, and co-hosted by the Institute for Work & Health. Access more
information at:
https://www.iwh.on.ca/events/world-congress-2021?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. Reminder: The new OHSA will
come into force on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes to
the OHSA and WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Consultations


Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Code review plan 2020 - 2023  
Reminder: As reported previously in HSERA, a new Occupational Health and Safety Act is expected to
come into effect on September 1, 2021. 
Over the next 3 years, the Alberta government plans to update the associated Occupational Health and
Safety Code (OHS Code) - a regulation under the Act. The plan to review is expected to be complete in
2023. Access the OHS Code Review Plan 2020-23 at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ohs-code-review-plan-2020-2023 
Connect with the OHS Code review at: email: lbr.ohsreview@gov.ab.ca


ALBERTA Management resources
• COVID-19 information: COVID-19 as a workplace hazard. This bulletin, updated on July 12,


2021, reminds employers that hazard assessments must be continually updated to reflect current
conditions. OH&S officers have the authority to issue tickets for not complying with public health order
requirements for masks in indoor workplaces as long as the public health order is in effect:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/aa79bc18-ea4b-4bb5-9849-a0725b097410/resource/52407fc7-6a79-4af9-b54f-9b362c3e0d23/download/lbr-covid-19-information-covid-19-as-workplace-hazard-2021-07.pdf


• Amendments to the Municipal Government Act under Bill 48, the Red Tape Reduction
Implementation Act, 2020: implementation fact sheets
These fact sheets, updated on July 9, 2021, explain changes made to Part 17 of the Municipal
Government Act through Bill 48, the Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2020. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/municipal-government-act-amendments-2020-red-tape-reduction#summary
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ALBERTA Management resources (continued)


• COVID-19 information: Alberta Health Daily Checklist. This checklist updated on July 5,
2021, has been developed to support schools, businesses and facility operators in reducing the risk of
transmission of COVID-19 among attendees and staff. It is meant to assist with assessing attendees
who may be symptomatic, or who may have been exposed to someone who is ill. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/56c020ed-1782-4c6c-bfdd-5af36754471f/resource/41a181f5-f497-4124-b345-4629730c2fab/download/covid-19-information-alberta-health-daily-checklist-2021-07.pdf


• COVID-19 information: Psychological hazards - returning to the workplace during or
following a pandemic. This resource, updated on July 2, 2021, discusses some of the
psychological hazards associated with returning to the workplace during or following a pandemic,
offering suggestions on how to help workers cope with the related stress and anxiety. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/119b2327-010e-4c0f-b856-96ca6b7f0c37/resource/1bb14e5b-a4ea-48cb-a2e3-08f52c4d8e79/download/lbr-covid-19-information-psychological-hazards-returning-workplace-during-following-pandemic.pdf


• COVID-19 information: OHS obligations and consent forms for working during a
pandemic. This resource, updated on July 2, 2021, addresses some issues surrounding workers
signing consent forms related to returning to work during a pandemic. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/covid-19-information-ohs-obligations-consent-forms-working-during-pandemic


• COVID-19 information: Workplace ergonomics considerations arising from a
pandemic. This resource, updated on July 2, 2021, focuses on the importance of addressing
changes and adaptations in the workplace to follow pandemic-specific measures, while considering
ergonomics and human factors:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/3ab671ee-bbd4-4e71-b911-bf4948ce2df4/resource/e13c423b-42c7-45b3-9aaa-09a7eb44b69c/download/lbr-covid-19-information-workplace-ergonomics-considerations-arising-from-pandemic-2021-07.pdf


• COVID-19 information: Working from home. This resource, updated on July 2, 2021, outlines
best practices for working from home. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/531249f9-96a0-48dd-b550-3714897bf5e1/resource/83c8ac39-bb74-413f-97b8-319c0ac94318/download/lbr-covid-19-information-working-from-home-2021-07.pdf


• Respiratory viruses and the workplace: OHS information for employers, supervisors
and workers. This document, updated on July 2, 2021, gives employers, supervisors and workers
information about controlling respiratory virus hazards in the workplace. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/bh022-respiratory-viruses-and-the-workplace


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021. The
following OH&S-related Bills recently received Royal Assent:


• Bill 6, the Accessible British Columbia Act. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021. This Bill supports
the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to the full and equal participation in society of
persons with disabilities. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/first-reading/gov06-1


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably
believes that a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety
of persons, or to the environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a
relevant protection official.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect,
addresses issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill,
together with explanatory notes, at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


WorkSafeBC approves amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Reminder: On June 7, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the 2020 amendments to
the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. The approved amendments are as follows:
Part 6, Restricted intervals for pesticide application; 
Part 8, High visibility apparel; 
Part 8, Safety headgear; and 
Part 16, Mobile equipment.
Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/board-of-directors-decisions/bod-2021-04-27-01-2020-amendments-ohsr?lang=en


New rules on safety headgear make it easier for employers to accommodate workers who
wear religious head coverings
New rules on safety headgear, due to take effect on September 1, 2021, (see above item) are expected
to make job sites more inclusive for people who wear religious head coverings.
Under the rules, employers will be required to review each area of a job site when determining if a
person must wear safety headgear, such as a hard hat, in that area. Employers will determine, through
a risk assessment, what safety precautions could be taken to prevent head injuries and whether a hard
hat is necessary.
This regulatory change provides more opportunities for employers to safely accommodate workers who
wear head coverings, such as a turban, as a religious practice. For many years, the Sikh community has
raised concerns about not being able to fully participate in the workforce because of some employers’
approach to the safety headgear requirement.
WorkSafeBC plans to send information to employers prior to the regulations coming into effect. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultation on proposed amendments to Part 3 of the OH&S Regulation dealing
with reassignment of refused work
Reminder: On June 4, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division issued a
request for feedback on proposed amendments to Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities, new section
3.12.1 — Reassignment of refused work, of the OH&S Regulation. Comment deadline: August
13, 2021. Access the proposed amendment and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-part-3-of-ohsr-aug-13-21


Exposure limits
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice that it is requesting stakeholder feedback
on the proposed Exposure Limits for 22 substances. Details were provided in previous issues of
HSERA. Feedback is being accepted until August 13, 2020. View the proposed BC ELs at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-proposed-bc-exposure-limits-based-on-new-or-revised-2016-2017-2018-acgih-tlvs-selected-chemical-substances-


Workers’ compensation Board virtual rate consultations scheduled for this month
This month, July, 2021, WorkSafeBC is offering virtual rate consultation sessions and are inviting
employers across the province to attend. For more details and to register for a session, visit:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/insurance/know-coverage-costs/industry-premium-rates/rate-consultations


Proposed policy amendments will change Vision Disability section of the Permanent
Disability Evaluation Schedule (PDES) 
Reminder: On May 3, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s PDES Review posted proposed changes to the Vision
Disability section of the PDES concerning photophobia. The changes include revising the ratings for
photophobia and adding criteria to the policy. These changes are proposed to ensure policy reflects the
nature and degree of the condition and best practices in the field of ophthalmology and ophthalmology
assessment.
Comment deadline: August 6, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, as well as information on how to provide feedback
can be found at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-permanent-disability-evaluation-schedule-review
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


• Preparing for Step 3 of BC’s Restart: Communicable disease prevention. Step 3 of BC’s
Restart began on July 1, 2021. This means that employers may transition away from a COVID-19
Safety Plan towards communicable disease prevention to reduce the risk of communicable disease in
the workplace. Access at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/communicable-disease-prevention-guide-employers?lang=en


• Create a fall protection plan for your worksite - fillable template. Employers can now use a
fillable template to help create fall protection plans that meet the different needs of every worksite. 
A supporting guide is also available. Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/checklist/creating-a-fall-protection-plan-for-your-worksite-fillable-template?lang=en


• Preventing Heat Stress at Work. This timely resource from Workplace BC provides hints and tips
on preventing heat stress due to record temperatures. Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/preventing-heat-stress-at-work?lang=en


• Practice sun safety when working outdoors. Access this new resource at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/campaigns/practice-sun-safety-when-working-outdoors


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on October 6, 2021.
The following OH&S-related Bills were recently given Royal Assent:


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. This Bill
amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of the
Legislative Review Committee. Access Bill 18 at: 
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: the position of the chief prevention
officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by
the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious; and maximum fines for offences under the Act are
increased. Consequential amendments are made to the Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18
above). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons). Royal
Assent: May 20, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to temporarily
control traffic on behalf of a third party. Access at: 
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


*


NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021.


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make a minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make changes to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and
Compensation Commission and provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


*
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Reports


Report released on Statutory Review of Workers’ Compensation System
Reminder: On June 18, 2021 a report was released on the Statutory Review of Newfoundland
and Labrador’s Workers’ Compensation System. Access the Report at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/publications/statreviewnlworkerscompensationsystem/


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021. There is no new information to report
beyond that which was reported in the July 2 edition of HSERA.


• Bill 94, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: April 7, 2021. This Bill would expand
the definition of "front-line or emergency response worker" in the provisions respecting presumptive benefits for
workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder to include workers carrying out child-protection services.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b094.htm


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11, 2021.
This Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or face coverings to employees. Access
Bill 8 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from February 16, 2021 to December 9, 2021, with some
exceptions .The following Bills, summarized in previous editions of HSERA, received Royal Assent:


• Bill 282, Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Regulatory changes address stunt driving
and the protection of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and highway workers. Other
measures improve truck safety, encourage the use of ‘power-assisted bicycles’ and facilitate their
storage on transit vehicles and increase oversight of the towing sector. Access Bill 282 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-282


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Among other things, a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain
premiums payable by employers for the 2021 calendar year. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


ONTARIO Gazette Notices
June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
New regulation to streamline incident reporting requirements now in effect
Compliance reminder: Ontario Regulation 420/21, a new regulation dealing with Notices and Reports
under Sections 51 to 53.1 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) regarding fatalities,
critical injuries, occupational illnesses and other Incidents, came into effect on July 1, 2021.
The new regulation incorporates a new critical injury definition and streamlines reporting requirements
into a single regulation that applies to all workplaces covered under the OHSA.
Details of Regulation and its consequential amendments to other provincial OH&S regulations were
published in the July 2, 2021 edition of HSERA. The Regulation: clarifies that “critically injured” means
an injury of a serious nature that:


(a)  places life in jeopardy,
(b)  produces unconsciousness,
(c)  results in substantial loss of blood,
(d)  involves the fracture of a leg or arm but not a finger or toe,
(e)  involves the amputation of a leg, arm, hand or foot but not a finger or toe,
(f)  consists of burns to a major portion of the body, or
(g)  causes the loss of sight in an eye; (“gravement blessé”).


Consequential amendments to other specific OH&S regulations were also published in The Ontario
Gazette: June 26, 2021. Access the Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21420
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices


June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
Amendments to Reg. 851 clarify when a pre-start health and safety review is required
Compliance reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act was recently amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health
and safety review requirements while maintaining existing worker health and safety protections. The
changes, described in detail in the July 2 edition of HSERA, will come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Section 7 of Regulation 851 requires that a pre-start health and safety review be carried out in
factories on certain machinery, protective elements, structures, and processes that can pose a serious
hazard to worker health and safety, before they are operated for the first time or before modifications
are made. Equipment, protective elements, structures and processes that would continue to require a
pre-start health and safety review include:
• equipment for storage and dispensing of flammable liquids;
• safeguarding devices such as light curtains, or interlocked barrier guards;
• racks and stacking structures;
• processes and dust collectors that pose a risk of fire or explosion;
• processes that involve molten metals;
• cranes and other lifting devices that are suspended from or supported by a structure; and
• ventilation systems used to prevent worker exposure to hazardous biological or chemical agents.
Access the full text of the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434


ONTARIO Consultations


MLTSD consulting on harmonizing head protection requirements under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act
On July 9, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted a
proposal to harmonize head protection requirements across all workplaces that fall under the
Occupational Health and Safety Act. 
The proposal is to move to a performance-based approach encompassing a wide range of protective
headwear, including hard hats, motorcycle helmets, rope access helmets, or fire fighting helmets,
depending on the hazard. 


Proposal details
According to the consultation paper, the over-arching requirement that a worker who is exposed to the
hazard of head injury shall wear head protection that is appropriate in the circumstances would be
supported by provisions that address important safety issues associated with protective headwear. For
example:
• where the worker is exposed to an electrical hazard, the protective headwear must have an


appropriate non-conductive performance rating (dielectric rating).
• the protective headwear must be adequately secured from shifting or falling off.
• accessories, attachments, liners and head coverings must be compatible with the headwear and not


interfere with its fit, form, or function.
General provisions for care, use and training, as currently exist for personal protective equipment in the
sector regulations under the  Act, would also support the provisions proposed above, i.e.:
• protective headwear must be used, cared for and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s


instructions.
• protective headwear must be taken out of service if damaged or defective.
• a worker required to wear protective headwear must be instructed and trained in its use, care and


limitations before wearing or using the protective headwear.
The proposal would also allow workplaces the flexibility to consider other ways to address head injury
hazards, for instance by eliminating the hazard or controlling it by using engineering or administrative
means. 
To aid in compliance the Ministry proposes to publish a guideline or an approved code of practice to
provide detailed information to help employers meet their obligations with respect to head protection.
Comment deadline: September 10, 2021. For more information, email: WebHSpolicy@ontario.ca
Access consultation paper on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0HOTLVwZIv5Bx-PWBWzIFU0?language=en&postingId=37987
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Amendments to O.Reg 213/91 - Construction Projects - modernize Notice of Project Requirements
On July 9, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development posted notice that it is
proposing to modernize the Notice of Project (NOP) requirement under O. Reg. 213/91- Construction
Projects by potentially replacing the $50,000 monetary threshold with an expanded list of hazard-based
triggers in order to continue to identify high-risk construction projects and protect the heath and safety of
construction workers. Comment deadline: September 10, 2021.
Access the Notice on the Regulatory Register at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjxE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


Access consultation paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=0OxAPVtjxE8AWJLwoxwrYnq?language=en&postingId=38027


ONTARIO Management resources


• Ontario Ministry of Labour and Skills Development:
The Ministry is hosting informational webinars to provide information about the Employment
Standards Act (ESA) and the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) related to COVID-19.
These free, online webinars are delivered by subject matter experts from the ministry and multiple
sessions are available for your convenience. Webinars are slated for July 20, 2021 and 
August 10, 2021. Access details at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/your-guide-employment-standards-act-0/educational-resources?mc_cid=44223692cc&mc_cid=352eadeb7f&mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=493afa4b3c&mc_eid=493afa4b3c&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b#section-2


• Ontario Ministry of Transport:
The MoT has developed a new product for commercial vehicle clients called the Online Carrier
Record. The portal provides clients with instant access to all of their safety records in real-time. 
Access at: https://www.carrierrecords.mto.gov.on.ca/welcome/en


• Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) health and safety excellence program
In June, 2021, Ontario’s WSIB paid out $3.2 million in premium rebates to businesses enrolled in its
Health and Safety Excellence Program (HSEP). Under the HSEP, dedicated health and safety experts
help to identify any gaps in the businesses’ health and safety plans, and help them find solutions that
can help fill those gaps. When a business is finished with a program topic and can demonstrate that
they’ve implemented the safety practices and processes required, they’re eligible to earn a rebate
anywhere from $1,000 up to 75 per cent of their annual WSIB premiums. Access details at: 
https://www.wsib.ca/en/healthandsafety


• Workplace Safety & Prevention Service (WSPS) news and updates:
• Free webinar on Roadmap to Reopen: Step Two includes identifying and understanding the


COVID-19 risks and controls for different workplaces. A webinar on Step Three of the roadmap will
be offered in the coming weeks. Access at:
https://www.wsps.ca/Shop/Training/Webinars/Roadmap-to-Reopen-Webinar-for-Businesses-Step-TWO.aspx?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Article offers 10 tips on how to improve air quality at worksites. Access at:
https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/10-ways-to-reduce-COVID-19-exposure.aspx?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Article offers seven ways to help keep workplace COVID-19 prevention programs strong as
the economy reopens. Access at:
https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/7-tips-to-consider-as-Ontario-reopens.aspx?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• Workplace Safety North (WSN) news and updates:
• New mining guideline for auxiliary ventilation underground. Supplying proper quantity and


quality of fresh air key to helping prevent lung disease and other illnesses. Access at:
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/news/news-post/new-mining-guideline-auxiliary-ventilation-underground?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


• How to avoid heat stress for masked workers. New article and resources on heat stress
prevention plan with new considerations for pandemic. Access at:
https://www.workplacesafetynorth.ca/news/news-post/how-avoid-heat-stress-masked-workers?mc_cid=713e556c0b&mc_eid=7259f5ff7b


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned on June 12, 2021.


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: June 11, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases;
• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment


injury, and expand measures to favour workers’ reinstatement;
• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries; and
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal. Access Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. Last
sitting held on May 13, 2021. If adopted, the Bill will make sweeping changes to the Charter of the
French language and several other laws including those relating to: communications and contracts of
employment; knowledge of a language other than French; preventing and putting an end to
harassment; the complaints process; a “Francization” program and a certificate for enterprises
employing 25 employees and more. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts by Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


June 30, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Various amendments made to Regulations under Act respecting industrial accidents
and occupational diseases
The amendments deal with the following aspects of the province’s workers’ compensation regime:
• financing (page 2237): http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105101.pdf


• table of income replacement indemnities payable under the Act for 2022 (page 2466):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105104.pdf


• Applicable percentages for the purposes of levying the assessment on employers personally 
liable for the payment of benefits for 2022 (page 2524):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105102.pdf


• Table of gross annual income from suitable employments for 2022 (page 2524):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105102.pdf


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Reminder: Order in Council 781-2021 makes various amendments to
regulations under the Act respecting Occupational Health and Safety 


1. Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures
Among other things, this amendment sets noise exposure limits, the means for evaluating the daily
noise exposure level and peak sound pressure level in an establishment, and applicable standards.
Under the amendment, the daily noise exposure level is set at 85dBA*; the peak sound pressure level
(Lp,Cpeak) is set at 140dBC**.
The measurement of the daily noise exposure level and peak sound pressure level must be made by
(1) a professional or technician with training in occupational hygiene or specialized training in
acoustics; or (2) a person who masters best practices in the field of noise measurement. 
The amendment also specifies what an employer must do to eliminate, or reduce, noise at source;
comply with noise exposure limits; and reduce workers’ exposure to noise. 
The amendment also specifies the workplace situations in which the wearing of hearing protectors is
necessary. The Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023.
For details access the Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices 
June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Order in Council 781-2021 (continued from previous page) 


2. Safety Code for the Construction Industry - Amendment re: noise exposures
Among other things, the Safety Code for the Construction Industry specifies levels of daily exposures
and impulse noise for the industry and specifies an employer’s responsibilities for monitoring and
minimizing noise exposure levels. 
The noise exposure limits are set at: 85 dBA*; the peak sound pressure level (Lp,Cpeak) is set at
140dBC**. A table outlines maximum permitted daily durations at various sound pressure levels.
The amendment specifies that “when purchasing or replacing a tool, vehicle, piece of machinery,
machine or piece of equipment, the employer must implement reasonable means so that the one that
produces the least noise is acquired”. This Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023.
For details access the Gazette Notice (pages 1681 to 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


3. Safety representatives in establishment - Amendment re: noise dosimeters
Among other things, the Regulation respecting safety representatives in establishments is amended
by replacing “dBA sonometer” in Schedule 2 by “integrating sound level meter or dosimeter”. This
Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


4. Regulation re: the quality of the work environment revoked 
The Regulation respecting the quality of the work environment under the Act respecting occupational
health and safety is revoked. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1686) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


Footnotes:


* “dBA” means an A-weighted decibel measurement - the weighting reduces the significance of extreme frequencies, in particular low
frequencies below 200 Hz, and increases the significance of frequencies around 2,500 Hz.


** “dBC” means a C-weighted decibel measurement - the weighting reduces the significance of frequencies at or below 31 Hz and
increases the significance of frequencies at or above 8 000 Hz. C-weighting must be used for all measurements to evaluate peak
sound
pressure level.


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. Passed Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill aims to better align
construction codes with accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use
buildings in Saskatchewan. The CCA also modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local
authorities, building officials and the construction industry.  The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and
replaces The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Access Bill 4 via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021. Access by
selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 17, An Act to amend The Traffic Safety Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021. Access by selecting
Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021. Access by
selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Consultations
Saskatchewan WCB seeking customer feedback
On June 21, 2021, the Saskatchewan Workers’ Compensation Board (WCB) sent a survey to all its
customers via email. The email, along with a series of targetted focus groups, is being used to gather
feedback on customers’ experience with the WCB, both positive and negative, and about the points in
the WCB process that are most difficult for customers to negotiate.
For more information, contact: askwcbsask@wcbsask.com or call 1.800.667.7590.
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SASKATCHEWAN Announcements
Saskatchewan Association for Safe Workplaces in Health (SASWH) signs new funding
agreement with the WCB
On June 7, 2021, the Saskatchewan Association for Safe Workplaces in Health (SASWH) is the latest
of seven provincial safety associations to sign a new funding agreement with the Saskatchewan
Workers’ Compensation Board (WCB). 
“The new funding agreement brought forward by the WCB included a thorough consultation process
that worked to bring clarity to the respective roles of the WCB and SASWH,” says Sandra Cripps, CEO
of SASWH. 
Total injury rates for industries with safety associations have decreased from 5.46 per cent in 2016 to
4.74 per cent in 2020.
The Total injury rate in the health-care industry, which includes the health authority, hospitals and care
homes, has decreased from 2016 to 2020. The Total injury rate for this rate code was 7.17 per 100
workers in 2020, compared to a Total injury rate of 7.96 per 100 workers in 2016. This represents a
decrease of 9.92 per cent.


SASKATCHEWAN Management resources


• Heat Exhaustion: This timely resource from WorkSafe Saskatchewan  provides hints and tips on
preventing heat stress and heat exhaustion due to record temperatures.
Access at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/preventing-heat-stress-at-work?lang=en


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


July 10, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Ministerial Condition No. 20712 re: cosmetic ingredient
Substance: phosphonic acid, P,P′-(1-hydroxydodecylidene)bis-, CAS Registry Number 16610-63-2.
The Minister of the Environment permits the manufacture or import of the substance subject to the
conditions set out in the Gazette Notice. For example, among other things, the notifier shall use the
substance only to manufacture the following cosmetics, at a concentration of less than or equal to 0.4%
by weight: (a) leave-on hairstyling products; (b) leave-on makeup products; and (c) rinse-off cosmetics.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1.


Significant New Activity Notice No. 11449a (variation to SNAC Notice No. 11449) 
re: cosmetic ingredient
Substance: oxirane, 2,2′-[(1-methylethylidene)bis[4,1-phenyleneoxy[1-(butoxymethyl)-2,1-
ethanediyl]oxymethylene]]bis-, CAS Registry Number 71033-08-4.
The Minister of the Environment varies Significant New Activity Notice No.11449 according to details set
out in the Gazette Notice. For example, among other things, in relation to the substance, a significant
new activity is the use of the substance in the manufacture of a consumer product, when the substance
is present in a concentration that is equal to or greater than 0.1% by weight in the consumer product.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for a substance 
Substance: corn, steep liquor, CAS Registry Number 66071-94-1.
Following a screening assessment conducted on corn, steep liquor it is concluded that the substance
does not meet any of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act,
Notice is therefore given that the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers)
propose to take no further action on this substance at this time. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-10/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


July 7, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-105-07-01 deletes 22 organisms from the DSL: SOR/2021-158
Part 7 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by deleting 22 living organisms that do not meet
the criteria for addition to the Domestic Substances List as set out in CEPA. For list of organisms, see
the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors158-eng.html


Order 2021-112-07-01 Amending the DSL adds two organisms to the List
Related to the above Order (2021-105-07-01), Part 5 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by
adding the following in alphabetical order under the heading “Organisms/Organismes”:
• Human T lymphocytes modified with a lentiviral vector encoding a chimeric antigen receptor directed


to CD19 antigen (ACT-C01) N.
• Recombinant replication-defective chimpanzee adenovirus Ox1 expressing Spike protein (S protein) of


SARS-CoV-2 (ChAdOx1-S) N. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors159-eng.html


Order 2021-87-02-01 maintains SNAc provisions for polymer identified by Confidential
Accession Number [CAN] 19494-2
The objective of the order is to add one substance to the Domestic Substances List and to continue
contributing to the protection of human health by maintaining SNAc provisions applied to the substance
identified by the CAN 19494-2 (siloxanes and silicones, di-Me, alkene Me, [(alkenedimethylsilyl)oxy]-
terminated, polymers with hydrogen-terminated di-Me siloxanes). 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors156-eng.html


Order 2021-87-07-01 adds seven chemicals and polymers to the Domestic Substances List
Part 1 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
• 34813-63-3 N
• 70700-21-9 N
• 152698-67-4 N-P
• 1000006-46-1 N-P 
Part 3 of the List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
• 19524-2 N-P
• 19526-4 N-P
• 19527-5 N-P
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-07-07/html/sor-dors157-eng.html


July 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final decision after screening assessment of three Triazines in the Triazole Group  
Following a screening assessment of three substances in the Triazole Group it is proposed to conclude
that neither amitrole nor sodium dichloroisocyanurate (NaDCC) nor hexa(methoxymethyl)melamine
meet any of the criteria for toxicity set out in section 64 of CEPA and that, therefore, the ministers
propose to take no further action at this time. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


Ministerial Condition No. 20654 
Substance: 1-propanaminium, 3-amino-N-(carboxymethyl)-N,N-dimethyl-, N-C8-18 acyl derivs.,
inner salts, CAS No. 97862-59-4. 
Whereas the ministers suspect that the substance is toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the
meaning of the Act, the Minister of the Environment permits the manufacture or import of the substance
subject to the conditions of the annex attached to the Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-
pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Order 2021-87-07-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List 
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following: 70700-21-9 and
1000006-46-1: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-07-03/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3


- end -
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Copyright Notice: HSE Regulatory Alert © 2021 Templegate Information Services Inc. All rights reserved.
No part of this e-mail publication may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means (electronic
or otherwise), outside the bounds of subscribing organizations. HSE Regulatory Alert is supplied to
subscribing organizations solely for their own internal use. Unauthorized distribution to outside organizations,
companies, associations or individuals is prohibited.


HSE Regulatory Alert Editorial guidelines and purpose: The purpose of HSE Regulatory Alert is to provide
timely advance notice to subscribers on new Canadian regulations and codes of practice and upcoming
developments likely to affect compliance in the areas of Health & Safety (HS) and Environment (E). 


Regulatory developments using countless government, industry and other sources believed to be reliable,
are tracked through their various stages as new developments are made available and with each new
development being covered in at least one bi-monthly issue of HSE Regulatory Alert (HSERA). Apart from
timely ‘reminders’ re: compliance deadlines, alerts will not be repeated unless there are new developments
regarding scheduling, content etc. Readers are therefore advised to read each issue and to store back issues
in a searchable Adobe Acrobat portfolio to ensure that back issues of HSE Regulatory Alert are maintained
as a convenient reference.


Sample issues: HSERA continues to grow by referral and reputation. In order to encourage corporate
subscriptions, we would be pleased to email sample issues of HSE Regulatory Alerts to your colleagues and
clients who are likely to benefit from receiving this service. Email requests for sample issues to:
publications@templegateinfo.com with subject heading: “Request for HSERA sample issue”.


For further monthly in-depth explanation and analysis of developments in health, safety and
environmental issues, readers are invited to subscribe to the following Templegate services: 
• Workplace Environment Health & Safety Reporter at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/workplace-environment-health-safety-reporter/
• Canadian Environmental Regulation & Compliance News at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/canadian-environmental-regulation-compliance-news/


Disclaimer: The content of Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alerts online legislation service is for private study
or research purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the
material; however, Templegate Information Services Inc. cannot guarantee its legal accuracy and does not
accept responsibility for loss or inconvenience suffered by users as a result of inaccuracies.


While HSE Regulatory Alert is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the
subject matter covered, neither the publisher nor the authors warrant the applicability of the information to
any particular situation. Nor do the publisher or the authors warrant the accuracy or applicability of any
information which may be supplied through an html link. The reader should consult verbatim legislation from
official sources to ensure full understanding of necessary measures and should consult with his or her own
professional advisors to determine the applicability of information contained in this report to any particular
circumstances. HSE Regulatory Alert is sold on the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting
or other professional advice but rather is intended only to provide, in a general way, timely information on
new developments in policy, law, regulations, standards, guidelines and codes.


Templegate Information Services Inc.
HSE Regulatory Alert


Publisher: Lawrence Earl
email: publications@templegateinfo.com
website: http://www.templegateinfo.com
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance


FEDERAL Legislative context  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


Government Bills


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading:
May 3, 2021. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets
are to be set by the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Third Reading: May 25, 2021. This enactment stipulates that the Government of Canada
must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The Bill affirms the Declaration is
applicable in Canadian law and provides the legislative framework for the Government of Canada to
implement the legislation. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available at:
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-28, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, to make
related amendments to the Food and Drugs Act and to repeal the Perfluorooctane
Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act. Introduced on April 13, 2021. Summarized in HSERA May 1 edition.
If passed, the Bill will amend both the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 and the Food and
Drugs Act and will repeal the Perfluorooctane Sulfonate Virtual Elimination Act.  Access the Bill at:
https://parl.ca/Content/Bills/432/Government/C-28/C-28_1/C-28_1.PDF.
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Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Third Reading: May 27, 2021. The
Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Third Reading: May 14, 2021.  Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage). Second
Reading: May 10, 2021. Access Bill C-269 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Following Second Reading, committee reporting Bill with amendment: May 12, 2021. Access Bill C-
206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021.
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order Approving the Interim Order Modifying the Operation of the Heavy-duty Vehicle and
Engine Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulations (Trailer Standards)
The purpose of this third Interim Order is to extend the suspension of the application of the trailer GHG
emission standards by up to another year in Canada to provide additional time for the outcome of the
ongoing litigation before the court in the United States regarding the trailer standards to be known. The
conclusion of the process in the United States will inform the next steps to be taken by the Department
of the Environment (the Department) with respect to the trailer standards in Canada. 
Access Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/order-decret-eng.html


May 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Critical Habitat of the Copper Redhorse (Moxostoma hubbsi) Order: SOR/2021-95
The Order under subsections 58(4) and (5) of the Species At Risk Act (SARA) triggers the prohibition
against the destruction of any part of the species' critical habitat in subsection 58(1) of SARA.
The Copper Redhorse is a large-scaled fish that is endemic to southwestern Quebec, and is found only
in the St. Lawrence River and some of its tributaries.
The Montreal Port Authority is proposing the construction of a container port terminal approximately 40
kilometres downstream from Montréal on the St. Lawrence River, within the critical habitat of the Copper
Redhorse that will be protected by this Order. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-26/html/sor-dors95-eng.html


May 22, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order adds Talc to Schedule 1 to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act
The objective of the proposed Order is to add talc - which has the molecular formula Mg3H2(SiO3)4,- to
the List of Toxic Substances in Schedule 1 to CEPA.
Based on the available evidence, the government’s screening assessment concluded that talc meets
the criterion under paragraph 64(c) of CEPA, as it is entering or may enter the environment in a quantity
or concentration or under conditions that constitute or may constitute a danger in Canada to human life
or health.
Based on the results of the human health assessment, it was determined that inhalation and female
perineal (genital) exposure to talc from the use of certain self-care products represent a potential
concern for human health. The assessment found no critical health effects from oral and dermal
exposure to talc. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-22/html/reg2-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice postpones reporting due date for National Pollutant Release Inventory for 2020 and 2021
Reminder: The amendments are made to reflect that the reporting due date for the 2020 reporting
year is changed from June 1, 2021, to September 30, 2021. The change is being made to allow filers
more time to comply, due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and delays in releasing the new
National Pollutant Release Inventory reporting application.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


Related consultations: On May 12, 2021, the government closed its first round of consultations about changing the
National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) requirements for reporting of criteria air contaminants released from stacks
and point sources, and for reporting of speciated volatile organic compounds, beginning in 2022. Contact NPRI at: 
ec.inrp-npri.ec@canada.ca to request a copy of the consultation document: “Notification: Administrative changes to
requirements for reporting to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for 2022”. The page provides a notification for
six changes to National Pollutant Release Inventory (NPRI) reporting requirements scheduled to take effect beginning with
the 2022 reporting year. Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/notification-national-pollutant-release-inventory-requirements-2022.html


May 15, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order for the Protection of North Atlantic Right Whales in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 2021
Reminder: The Order, made under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001, details measures deemed
necessary to protect the North Atlantic Right Whale in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. Measures outlined
address: dynamic shipping zones; seasonal management areas; restricted areas; and speed limits for
vessels. The Order, which applies to vessels that are more than 13 m in length, remains in effect until
November 25, 2021. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-15/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb2


May 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order Adding a Toxic Substance (Plastic manufactured items) to Schedule 1 to the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999: SOR/2021-86
The objective of the Order is to add “plastic manufactured items” to Schedule 1 to CEPA, which
enables the ministers to propose risk management measures under CEPA on certain plastic
manufactured items to manage the potential ecological risks associated with those items becoming
plastic pollution.
The Government has initiated an agenda to eliminate plastic pollution by 2030, which will require
implementing a range of risk management measures. The departments determined that non-
regulatory measures (e.g. voluntary agreements, guidelines, codes of practice) alone would not be
sufficient to implement this agenda.
The move is being challenged by many companies in the plastics and retail industry sectors who
argue that plastics are not, in themselves, toxic and that the waste management problems associated
with their use come under provincial, rather than federal, jurisdiction.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors86-eng.html


Order Adding Selenium and its compounds to Schedule 1 of CEPA
Reminder: The objective of the Order is to add selenium and its compounds to the List of Toxic
Substances in Schedule 1 of CEPA. The main sources of Selenium are: mining, the burning of fossil
fuels, metal refining operations, agricultural activities, and wastewater treatment. Access the Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors89-eng.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations 
•  Blue Economy Strategy Consultation - consultations end on June 15, 2021. Fisheries and Oceans Canada is


developing a strategic framework to guide future actions and investments that will help grow the ocean-based
economy, while advancing conservation objectives. Access consultation page at:
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/blue-economy-economie-bleue/engagement-paper-document-mobilisation/consultation-eng.html


•  Policy and Regulatory Initiatives – Fish and Fish Habitat Protection - consultations end on June 18, 2021.
Access details at: http://www.talkfishhabitat.ca
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued) 


•  Share your ideas: Ekati Mine Project - consultations end on June 19, 2021. Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on proposed amendments to Schedule 2 of the Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations and on proposed compensation measures related to the Ekati Mine Project - an active diamond
mine located in the Lac de Gras region of the Northwest Territories, about 300 kilometres northeast of Yellowknife.
ECCC is also consulting on Streamlining the Approvals Process for Metal Mines with Tailings Impoundment Areas to
reduce approval timelines of the regulatory amendments. Access the consultation webpage at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/metal-diamond-mining-effluent/ekati-consultation.html


• Consultation on the draft Guidance Document for the notification and testing of new chemicals and
polymers. Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. Access the discussion paper at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-


change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/consultation-testing-new-chemicals-polymers.html


•  New National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation. Comment deadline: June 30, 2021. 
Access the discussion paper at: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update - consultations end on June 30, 2021. Reminder: The proposed regulations require
liquid fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of the fuels they produce and sell in Canada. The
Regulations also establish a credit market through which suppliers can create or purchase credits in order to come
into compliance with the carbon reduction standard. Access Clean Fuel Standard: proposed regulatory approach at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard/regulatory-approach.html


Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


•  Share your ideas: Blackwater Project - consultations end on July 7, 2021. Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on proposed amendments to Schedule 2 of the Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations (MDMER) for the Blackwater Project - an open-pit gold and silver mine located approximately
112 km southwest of Vanderhoof, BC. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/mining/metal-diamond-mining-effluent-regulation/blackwater-consultation.html


• Mountain National Parks - Management Planning - consultations end on July 7, 2021. Stakeholders are
invited to provide feedback on the draft park management plans for Banff, Jasper, Waterton Lakes, Yoho,
Kootenay, Mount Revelstoke and Glacier national parks: https://www.letstalkmountainparks.ca


• Proposed changes to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for the 2022 reporting year -
consultations end on July 30, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/proposals-changes.html


• Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022: https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP


•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary
Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - June 2021 update
2021-05-26 Critical Habitat of the Copper Redhorse (Moxostoma hubbsi) Order. See Canada Gazette, Part II, Vol.
155, No. 11 at: https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/documents/1830
Also, a listing order for 14 species at risk was published in Canada Gazette, part II on May 12, 2021. Access the order
and the accompanying Regulatory Impact Analysis Statement at:
https://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-12/html/sor-dors87-eng.html.


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - update
2021-05-14 Phase I Vista Test Underground Mine and Vista Mine Phase II Expansion Project.
Source link for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued) 


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - consultations update
REGDOC-2.9.2, Controlling Releases to the Environment - Consultation
July 27, 2021 is the deadline to submit comments on REGDOC-2.9.2, Environmental Protection: Controlling
Releases to the Environment. This regulatory document is part of the CNSC’s environmental protection series of
regulatory documents, which also covers environmental principles, assessments and protection measures. Access
consultation page at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/regdoc-2-9-2
Environmental Protection Review Reports
July 16, 2021 is the deadline to submit comment on the proposed structure of new EPR reports described at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/sandbox-blind-river-refinery-environmental-protection-review-report
Send your comments to: cnsc.ea-ee.ccsn@canada.ca
Proposals to amend the Nuclear Safety Regulations
July 14, 2021 is the deadline to submit comments on the discussion paper DIS-21-02, Proposals to Amend the
Nuclear Security Regulations. The document covers changes to areas such as physical security, cyber security and
the protection of nuclear security information, as well as security culture and nuclear security interface with nuclear
material accountancy and control. Consultation on this document is available through CNSC’s e-consultation platform
at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/ Access the document at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis_21_02 
Status Update on the Proposal to Amend the General Nuclear Safety and Control Regulations and the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Import and Export Control Regulations
June 30, 2021 is the deadline to submit comments on the Proposal to Amend the General Nuclear Safety and Control
Regulations and the Nuclear Non-proliferation Import and Export Control Regulations. Access details at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/nniecr_statusupdate
Discussion Paper DIS-21-01: The CNSC Regulatory Oversight Report Review
June 7, 2021 is the deadline to submit comment on Discussion Paper DIS-21-01: The CNSC Regulatory Oversight
Report Review. This discussion paper seeks feedback on the RORs and the ROR process from licensees, Indigenous
groups and communities, and other stakeholders. Access consultation webpage at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/discussion-paper-the-cnsc-regulatory-oversight-report-review
CNSC virtual engagements – June 2021
2021-06-17: Near Surface Disposal Facility/In situ Decommissioning Webinar - Series 4: Overview of CNSC
Environmental Assessment Reports and Licensing Commission Member Documents. 
For more information and links to these webinars, workshops and virtual consultations, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm


FEDERAL Announcements


2021-05-27 The Governments of Canada and Ontario announce they have signed a new Canada-
Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health, setting out specific
actions each government will take to protect and restore the Great Lakes, such as preventing toxic and
nuisance algae, improving wastewater and stormwater management, reducing plastic pollution and
excess road salt, restoring native species and habitats, and increasing resilience to climate change.
Access the agreement at: https://www.ontario.ca/document/canada-ontario-great-lakes-agreement
2021-05-19 The government of Canada announces approximately $4.8 million from the Low Carbon
Economy Leadership Fund to support 13 climate action projects in Newfoundland and Labrador.
The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador is also contributing $3.3 million in support of these
initiatives. These investments come from the province’s Climate Change Challenge Fund. Details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/05/canada-and-newfoundland-and-labrador-invest-in-climate-action-projects-across-the-province.html.
2021-05-19 The government of Canada announces that it will invest $4,499,737 in Clean Foundation’s
Youth Climate Action Now (YouCAN) project. The project will bring together partners from across the
four Atlantic provinces to develop and deliver high-quality, regionally relevant Climate Action and
Awareness programs for K 12 youth, students and educators in Atlantic Canada. Details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/05/government-of-canada-invests-44-million-in-climate-action-and-awareness-for-young-canadians.html?fdsfds


2021-05-14 The government announces the launch of the Ottawa Climate Action Fund (OCAF) as a
member of the Low Carbon Cities Canada (LC3) network. Announced in Budget 2019, the LC3 network
is part of Canada’s $1-billion plan to make communities more energy-efficient:
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2021/05/canada-invests-in-a-greener-ottawa.html


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 54, the Irrigation Districts Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 22, 2021. Access
this Government Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-054.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Second Reading: April 21, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 27, 2021. Government Bill
deals with access to public lands:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading: April 7, 2021. Debate on concurrence
motion: May 3, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill, sponsored by Rachel Notley, is designed to protect
the critical watersheds, including the Oldman River watershed, and wildlife habitats of the Eastern
Slopes “from the irreparable damage that would result from coal exploration, development and mining”.
Access Bill 214 at: 
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf


• Bill 206, Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020. Second Reading: April 12, 2021.
Private Member’s Bill. Access at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-206.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices


April 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette


Alberta Regulation 77/2021 - Forests Act - Forests (Ministerial) Regulation
Reminder: The Regulation, among other things, addresses: scaling and scale site authorizations.
Access the Gazette Notice (p. 245) at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/08_Apr30_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Orders


• Ministerial Order 47/2021 [Environment and Parks]. Signed May 27, 2021, this Order makes
the Provincial Parks (General) Amendment Regulation (Alberta Regulation 110/2021). Among other
things it addresses fees for Access Pass Areas for commercial and recreational vehicles. Access MO
at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Environment_and_Parks/2021_047_Environment_and_Parks.pdf


• Ministerial Order 46/2021 [Environment and Parks]. Signed May 27, 2021, this Order makes
a minor change to the Recreational Access Amendment Regulation (Alberta Regulation 109/2021):
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Environment_and_Parks/2021_046_Environment_and_Parks.pdf


ALBERTA Management resources, standards, codes and guidelines


• Alberta watercourse crossing inventory App. This resource, updated May 25, 2021, provides
an overview of the Alberta Watercourse Crossing Inventory (ABWCI) Application for mobile devices.
The ABWCI App is a tool for documenting stream crossings and supporting fish habitat remediation
and conservation across the province. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/8cff676f-e6fa-4d1c-b589-b54fafc3a67d/resource/a499fa66-a9e4-4136-b950-95826aa679fd/download/aep-alberta-watercourse-crossing-inventory-app-2021-05-25.pdf


• Pre-qualification for prime consultants : on water management and Alberta
environment projects. This resource, updated May 25, 2021, lists consulting firms that have been
pre-qualified by Alberta Transportation to provide prime consultant services on water management and
Alberta environmental projects. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/6a86a59b-e344-46e5-90f3-69ecec367a2d/resource/b00f8c53-367c-42b9-bb95-92ba0bf3ec49/download/trans-prequalification-prime-consultants-water-management-environment-projects-2021-05.pdf
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ALBERTA Management resources, standards, codes and guidelines (continued)


• Guide to indigenous organizations and services in Alberta. This resource, updated May 21,
2021, lists First Nation, Metis and Aboriginal organizations and services in Alberta. Also included are
national and umbrella organizations with offices located elsewhere. Listings are restricted to not-for-
profit organizations and services. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1e38502a-550b-4351-86cf-10cc5f393f93/resource/22ebfcba-5f8d-48f2-8c82-d7a74ad0c572/download/ir-guide-to-indigenous-organizations-and-services-in-alberta-2021-05.pdf


• Watershed Resiliency and Restoration Program: overview and application guide. This
resource, updated May 21, 2021, provides guidance on the current year of funding. Applications for
the current fiscal year will be accepted for consideration for funding under the Watershed Resiliency
and Restoration Program until September 30, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/e967ea8b-f3e9-4063-bb62-fb0077a243e4/resource/ca8d7c58-43ec-4dfb-8746-719e09dc45ce/download/aep-watershed-resiliency-and-restoration-program-grant-application-overview-2021-2023.pdf 


• Mine Financial Security Program standard - updated on May 6, 2021.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/fire-ban-system-approved-activities-list


• Reforestation standard of Alberta - updated on May 1, 2021.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/7010852


• Forests Act - updated on May 1, 2021. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/f22


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsections:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably believes that
a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety of persons, or to the
environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a relevant protection official.
(6) A protection official may communicate with another protection official about disclosures or information provided or any
direction given under this section, in respect of an imminent risk, to ensure that the protection officials may exercise their
lawful duties, powers and functions in respect of the risk.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. (From previous session - Royal
Assent: March 5, 2020). Reminder: The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the
Stage 13 Amendments), addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used
for specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. The law was
previously described in detail in HSERA. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations, Ministerial Orders etc.


Greenhouse Gas Reduction (Clean Energy) Regulation amended 
Under Ministerial Order #306, made May 25, 2021, among other things, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
(Clean Energy) Regulation, B.C. Reg. 102/2012, under the province’s Clean Energy Act is
amended. Among other things, the changes address: the acquisition of renewable natural gas by a public
utility; prescribed undertakings involving hydrogen; ‘synthesis gas’; and lignin. Other changes deal with the
maximum amount allocated for costs. Access at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0306_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations, Ministerial Orders etc. (continued)


Placer Mining Waste Control Regulation, B.C. Reg. 107/89
Under Ministerial Order #296, made May 17, 2021, among other things, section 3 of the Placer Mining
Waste Control Regulation, B.C. Reg. 107/89, under the Environment Management Act is repealed to
address:


“(c) mining production where (i) neither mercury nor chemicals are used, (ii) tailings are discharged to a tailings pond with a
minimum of 0.5 m freeboard, and (iii) the water in the tailings pond (A) is pumped back to the operation for reuse, (B) is left
in the pond and allowed to seep into the ground in a manner which does not result in suspended solids entering a body of
water at any point downstream of the operation, or (C) is partly pumped back as referred to in clause (A) and is partly
left as referred to in clause (B)”.


In addition, clauses are added to address exemptions related to permit applications in progress. Access MO
at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0296_2021


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Legislative Affairs Committee: April 9, 2021. This Bill amends The Water Resources Administration Act to
provide the government with increased powers to manage water control works and protect provincial water
infrastructure. Under the Bill, it is prohibited to deliberately or negligently damage provincial water
infrastructure or to impair its function, and permits are now required for activities likely to interfere with
provincial water infrastructure, such as construction or the removal of fill.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. Social and Economic
Development Committee: April 22, 2021. Under the Bill, uniform rules are established respecting
authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20,
2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


• Bill 57, The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. First Reading: November 2, 2020. The Bill
proposes fines and possible imprisonment for people interfering with critical infrastructure. Access the
Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


MANITOBA - Announcements


• Province issues final licences for Churchill River Diversion, Lake Winnipeg Regulation
and Jenpeg Generating Station
Reminder: On May 13, 2021, the province issued the final licences to Manitoba Hydro for the
Churchill River Diversion, Lake Winnipeg Regulation and Jenpeg Generating Station:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51282&posted=2021-05-13 


• Province invests $1million in new provincial water management strategy 
Reminder: On May 6, 2021, the province announced that it is investing up to $1 million to support the
development and implementation of Manitoba’s new provincial water management strategy:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51221&posted=2021-05-06 


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Announcements


Awareness campaign launched to reduce illegal dumping in province
On May 25, 2021, a public education awareness campaign, combined with 1,500 new illegal dumping signs
distributed throughout the province, are aimed at delivering on the provincial government’s commitment to
reduce illegal dumping. Access release at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2021.05.0403.html
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


May 21, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Endangered Species List Regulation - amendment under the Endangered Species Act 
Filed May 20, 2021, the amendment adds the little brown myotis (bat) and the Northern Myotis to
Schedule A of the Endangered Species List Regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210521.pdf


May 21, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Notices of protected water supply areas under the Water Resources Act 
Filed May 20, 2021, two separate notices under the Act protect the Maloney’s River Water Supply Area
and the Button’s Pond Water Supply Area. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210521.pdf


May 14, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Waste Management Regulation - amendment under the Environmental Protection Act 
Filed May 13, 2021, the amendment stipulates that a retailer shall not charge a consumer a separate
fee with respect to the costs associated with implementing an oil and glycol stewardship plan.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210514.pdf


April 30, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Management of Greenhouse Gas Reporting Amendment Regulations (N.L. Reg. 18/21) 
Reminder: Filed April 29, 2021 under the Management of Greenhouse Gas Act, the amendment
replaces subsection 15(5) to indicate that a verification relating to the 2019 or 2020 reporting period is
not required to include site visits. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.servicenl.gov.nl.ca/printer/gazette/weekly_issues/2021.html


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


St. John’s Corporate Climate Plan adopted 
On May 17, 2021, the City of St. John’s formally adopted its Corporate Climate Plan. The Plan
commits the City to achieve the following GHG reduction targets:
• 40% reduction by 2030 and a stretch target of 50% by 2030 from 2018 emissions; and
• net-zero by 2050 at the latest.
The Plan identifies strategies and tasks for the short (1-2 years), medium (3-5 years) and long (>5
years) term that can be integrated with City operations to meet its proposed corporate targets.
Access the Plan at: http://stjohns.ca/publications/corporate-climate-plan


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. This Government Bill would
propose various measures to provide for the stewardship, conservation, sustainable use and
governance of biodiversity in the province. Access latest version of Bill 4 at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


Access related legal commentary: “Nova Scotia's New Biodiversity Act” by by Matthew J. Dorreen; Cox & Palmer; May 10, 2021.
at: https://coxandpalmerlaw.com/publication/nova-scotias-new-biodiversity-act/#:~:text=Nova%20Scotia%20has%20a%20new,use%20of%20specified%20biodiversity%20values.


• Bill 97, the Electricity Amendment Act. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. Among other things, the
Bill allows for the development of programs that will permit a customer, a group of customers or a
third party to generate renewable low-impact electricity for a customer's or group of customers' own
use. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b097.htm


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm
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NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature (continued)


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 116, The Sackville Landfill Closure Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's
Bill. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b116.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. Private Member's Bill. The
Bill provides for free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water used as a
source of drinking water. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project development: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm


NOVA SCOTIA -  Consultations


Province begins consultation on climate change, sustainable development goals
On May 27, 2021, the province’s Clean Foundation launched public consultations on initiatives to
develop goals under the Sustainable Development Goals Act and assist in developing the Climate
Change Plan for Clean Growth. The 60-day consultation ends July 27, 2021.
Under the 2019 Sustainable Development Goals Act, Nova Scotia has committed to reducing its
greenhouse gas emissions by 53 per cent below 2005 levels by 2030. The province has also
committed to developing a climate change plan and to net zero emissions by 2050.
Details of the consultation are available at www.cleanfuture.ca


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
May 21, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill requires persons who sell, offer to sell or construct floating
docks, floating platforms or buoys, to ensure that any expanded or extruded polystyrene in the dock,
platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 294, Securities Amendment Act (Climate Risk Financial Disclosure), 2021. First
Reading: May 17, 2021. The Bill amends the Securities Act to require issuers and reporting issuers to
conduct climate-related risk assessments in order to identify material facts and material changes for
the purposes of the Act. A climate-related risk assessment involves an analysis of the risks stemming
from the impact of climate change, as they relate to the issuer or reporting issuer, in the context of
various scenarios. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-294


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
The Bill amends the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, to specify that Ontarians living and working on
reserves have the same right to safe drinking water as that enjoyed by the rest of the population.
Access Bill at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b286_e.pdf


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Second Reading: April 26, 2021. Last committee consideration: May
28, 2021. Among other things, the multi-faceted omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the
Electricity Act, 1998 that require priority connection access to renewable energy generation facilities
and the provision of information about a distribution system’s or transmission system’s ability to
accommodate generation from a renewable energy generation facility. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. The Bill would prohibit the sale of washing
machines that are not equipped with a specified microplastics filter. Access this Private Member’s Bill
at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf
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ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. Bill 245 is
an omnibus bill that includes the proposed enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021
which would amalgamate an existing cluster of five land and environmental tribunals into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Specifically, the OLT will merge the Local Planning
Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the Conservation Review Board,
the Mining and Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation. Access Bill 245 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and
particularly with matters dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding
development permits. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


ONTARIO Gazette notices


May 28, 2021, the Ontario Gazette:


• O. Reg. 339/21: General Waste Management - under the Environmental Protection Act
Filed May 12, 2021, the regulation applies to a place at which COVID-19 antigen point-of-care testing
is made available to any person, resulting in: (a) COVID-19 testing waste being generated at the
place; (b) the place becoming a waste generation facility with respect to the COVID-19 testing waste;
and (c) the operator of the place becoming the generator of the waste generation facility with respect
to the COVID-19 testing waste. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21339


Gazette Notices: May 8, 2021 - Reminder re: Several Regulations addressing water taking activities:
• O. Reg. 300/21: Registrations under part II.2 of the Environmental Protection Act - Water
Taking. Filed April 19, 2021, the regulation amends O.Reg. 63/16 to address water taking for highway
and transit projects and for pumping tests. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21300


• O. Reg. 301/21: Water taking and transfers under the Ontario Water Resources Act. Filed
April 19, 2021, the regulation addresses the construction, repair, alteration, extension or replacement
of a bridge, culvert, pier or other structure; or a sewer or water works. The Regulation comes into force
on July 1, 2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21301


Gazette Notices: May 1, 2021 - Reminders re: Several Regulations addressing approvals for thermal treatment facilities:
• O. Reg. 273/21: Environmental Compliance Approvals - Exemptions from s.9 of the
Environmental Protection Act. Filed April 14, 2021, the regulation specifies applicable standards
for the burning of solid biofuels in heating boilers. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21273


• O. Reg. 274/21: Registrations Under Part II.2 of the Environmental Protection Act - Activities
requiring assessment of air emissions. Filed April 14, 2021, the regulation specifies that a person
who engages in the operation of a combustion source that uses biogas, biomass, coal, petroleum
coke or waste as a fuel [...] shall ensure that certain specified conditions and requirements of an
Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) approval are met. The Regulation comes into force
on July 1, 2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21274


• O. Reg. 275/21: Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V. 0.1. of the EPA. Filed April 14,
2021, the regulation amends Subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 to add a paragraph
addressing thermal treatment facilities where specified fuels are wholly utilized in a combustion unit or
are subject to incineration or gasification, without being combined with any other solid or liquid fuel that
is, or that is derived from, biomass or waste biomass. The Regulation comes into force on July 1,
2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21275
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ONTARIO Gazette notices (continued)


Gazette Notices: May 1, 2021 - Reminders re: Several Regulations addressing approvals for thermal treatment facilities:
• O. Reg. 276/21: Electricity Projects - under the Environmental Assessment Act. Filed April 14,


2021, the amendment addresses thermal treatment facilities as described in paragraph 12 of
subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V.0.1 of the
Act) made under the Environmental Protection Act. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21276


• O. Reg. 277/21: Waste Management Projects - under the Environmental Assessment Act.
Filed April 14, 2021, the amendment addresses thermal treatment facilities as described in paragraph
12 of subsection 9 (1) of Ontario Regulation 359/09 (Renewable Energy Approvals under Part V.0.1 of
the Act) made under the Environmental Protection Act. The Regulation comes into force on July 1,
2021: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21277


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Amendments to support transition and implementation of Ontario’s Emissions
Performance Standards program
ERO # 019-3719; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 27, 2021. Comment deadline: June 11, 2021.
The proposed amendments are to support the transition from the federal Output-Based Pricing
System (OBPS) to the EPS, which will be in effect January 1, 2022. The posting also includes
proposed changes to the administration and enforcement of the program intended to clarify certain
compliance and reporting requirements. Below is a summary of all of the proposed amendments: 


1. Supporting a partial year coverage of emissions: Proposed amendments to support the partial year 
coverage of emissions under the EPS program;


2. Treatment of new facilities: Align EPS program with the federal policy by allowing new eligible 
facilities to register during the first year the facility starts producing a product. New facilities would 
begin to have a compliance obligation under the EPS program once the facility has completed three 
years of production;


3. Other administrative, technical and clarifying amendments: Additional amendments to support 
compliance, enforcement and administration of the program and supporting industry’s transition 
from the federal OBPS to Ontario’s EPS program.


MECP intends to hold a virtual stakeholder consultation session in the short term to provide greater
detail around these proposed amendments, and gather feedback around future initiatives to support
emission reductions in Ontario. For details, access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• New Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health
ERO #019-0198; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on May 27, 2021.
Ontario and Canada have finalized a new agreement to restore, protect and conserve Great Lakes
water quality and ecosystem health. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0198


• Proposal for a declaration order to exempt Stelco Inc’s proposed 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station from the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO #019-2724; Decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on May 26, 2021.
A declaration order has been issued to exempt a proposed transformer station at the Lake Erie
Works steel plant in Nanticoke from the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act.  
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2724


• Amendments to wastewater operator licensing regulation to address impacts of emergencies
ERO # 019-3515; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and owners and operators of wastewater
facilities the tools they need to act quickly to ensure waterways in Ontario are protected during an
emergency, such as providing wastewater facility owners with temporary staffing options and
extending operator licences.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3515
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed amendments to drinking water operator and water quality analyst certification
regulation to address impacts of emergencies
ERO # 019-3513; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and drinking water systems the tools they
need to act quickly to help ensure the province’s drinking water is protected during an emergency,
such as providing systems with temporary staffing options, and operators with temporary relief from
training and certification requirements.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3513


• Regulatory proposals (Phase 1) under the Conservation Authorities Act
ERO # 019-2986; posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 13, 2021. Comment deadline: June 27, 2021
The regulations the government proposes to introduce as part of the first phase would set out the
following:


- mandatory programs and services that conservation authorities would be required to provide;
- a requirement for agreements between conservation authorities and their participating municipalities


for the use of municipal levies to fund programs and services an authority determines are advisable;
- details of the transition plan conservation authorities must prepare - including an inventory of the


authority’s programs and services, the consultation process with participating municipalities on the
inventory, and steps taken to enter into these agreement(s) with participating municipalities;


- the consolidation of each of the current individual conservation authority ‘Conservation Areas’
regulations into one Minister’s regulation; and


- requirements for each conservation authority to establish a community advisory board to include
members of the public. Access more details in the consultation guide at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-05/CAA_Phase%201_Reg.%20Posting%20Consultation%20Guide_FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2986


• Power-assisted bicycle (E-Bike) redefinition
ERO # 019-3676; posted by the Ministry of Transportation on May 13, 2021. Comment deadline: June 12, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is soliciting public comment on proposed updates to the
regulatory framework for Power-Assisted Bicycles (e-bikes). Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3676


Related Notice # 019-2745:  “Power-Assisted Bicycle (E-bike) and Cargo E-bike Pilot Program Proposals” posted May
13, 2021 gives notice that the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) implemented a five-year cargo e-bike pilot program on
March 1, 2021. Details at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2745


• Ontario’s Draft Forest Biomass Action Plan
ERO # 019-3514; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on May 6, 2021; Comment deadline: June 21, 2021.
“As an outcome of the Forest Sector Strategy, Ontario is committed to putting a Forest Biomass
Action Plan in place that secures jobs and encourages sustainability in the forestry sector, while
supporting economic development through the use of mill by-products and forest biofibre”.  
Access the draft plan at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-05/mnrf-draft-forest-biomass-action-plan-en-2021-04-26%20%281%29.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3514


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of the MECP
ERO # 019-2972; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline:
July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to its environmental compliance policy to focus on
“responding to higher-risk incidents and to facilities that require a ministry permission and have
established requirements (e.g. landfills, organic waste facilities, energy from waste facilities and steel
manufacturing)...
“Incidents that are determined to be lower-risk noise and odour incidents (those that cause nuisance
types of impacts) or any incidents related to facilities not regulated by a permission will be referred to
the appropriate level of government or agency, such as municipalities that have authority under the
Municipal Act, 2001 to address these incidents through bylaws ”. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Holding polluters accountable by enhancing MECP’s enforcement tools
ERO # 019-0023; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks.
The Notice confirms that the government will deliver on its Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan
commitment to hold polluters accountable by expanding the use of administrative monetary penalties
and modernizing the process to seize vehicle permits and plates. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0023


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO # 019-2785; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing an updated Land Use Compatibility Guideline to help municipalities
and planning authorities plan sensitive land uses and major facilities. The aim is to avoid, or
minimize and mitigate, potential adverse effects from odour, noise, dust etc.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO # 019-2768; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; Comment deadline:
July 3, 2021.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. It includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental       
Compliance Approval (ECA);


- clarification on preparing an Odour Study required by the Renewable Energy Approvals Regulation;
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour;
- a process for assessing, mitigating and minimizing odour impacts when a new development is
proposed; and


- additional resources for facilities when assessing odours or when preparing a Technology 
Benchmarking Report for odour considerations for laboratories in Ontario that assess odour.


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768


• Regulating 13 invasive species and watercraft under Ontario’s Invasive Species Act
ERO # 019-3465; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on April 21, 2021. Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
The Ministry has developed a regulatory proposal to classify 13 species as either prohibited or
restricted invasive species and regulate watercraft as a carrier of invasive species. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3465


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature


• Bill 13, the Water Act. Reminder: The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for
implementation on June 16, 2021. Four draft regulations needed to implement the Act were published
on February 22, 2021. They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment
and


• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


• Bill 108, the Environmental Bill of Rights. Passed: May 6, 2021. Among other things, this Private
Member’s Bill would establish an environmental registry under an appointed Environmental
Commissioner. Access Bill 108 at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=b3e26a6c-433c-4524-ab5a-d9e77a348486&fileName=bill-108.pdf


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Adoption in principle - clause by clause consideration
of the Bill: May 25, 2021. Under the bill, the procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is amended,
as are the conditions for carrying on activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats. Access at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
In force: March 19, 2021. Among other things, the Bill proposes that the Minister of the Environment
and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new register compiling information on areas that, while
not designated as protected areas, are covered by other effective conservation measures. Access Bill
46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Assent: March 25, 2021. Access Bill 67 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to
give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their
activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the
financing of those systems. Access Bill 65 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette notices


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
Reminder: The purpose of the draft Regulation is to set standards for the integration of low-carbon-
intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel. The standards will apply incrementally from January
1, 2023, and will, on January 1, 2030, require the integration of 15% low-carbon-intensity fuel content
in gasoline and 10% in diesel fuel. The draft Regulation also provides for a mechanism for the sale and
trade of credits to promote compliance with the standards, and measures to ensure compliance with
the standards introduced by the Regulation. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105026.pdf


May 12, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Measurement methods and tools for the purposes of the Regulation respecting the
integration of low-carbon-intensity fuel content into gasoline and diesel fuel
Reminder: The draft Order determines the method for calculating the proportion of low-carbon-
intensity fuel content integrated into gasoline and diesel fuel for a calendar year. Access the Gazette
Notice at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105035.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature


• Bill 12, An Act to amend The Wanuskewin Heritage Park Act, 1997. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


*


THE TERRITORIES  Yukon


• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made
pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021- 2022 financial years”.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf
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THE TERRITORIES Northwest Territories


• Conservation Area Amendment Regulations (N.W.T. Reg.-019-2021) under the Wildlife Act.
Reminder: The amendment adds the Thaidene Nëné Wildlife Conservation Area U/CA/01 to the list of
designated conservation areas. Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 52) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_2.pdf


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER) releases: 


CER announces continuing enhancements to Pipeline Profiles Portal 
On May 25, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) announced that it has updated and enhanced
its Pipelines Profiles Portal.
“Searching through online data is like looking through stacks of books. Sometimes if you don’t know
where to begin looking, it can be confusing,” said Margaret Skwara, Program Manager, Pipeline
Information Program. “Our web portal lets users see what’s available in one place and better
understand the large and interconnected pipeline systems we regulate”.
Access Pipeline Profiles Portal at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/facilities-we-regulate/pipeline-profiles/index.html


*
ALBERTA Gazette Notices


April 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 81/2021- Gas Utilities Act - Roles and responsibilities regulation
The Roles, Relationships and Responsibilities Regulation (AR 186/2003) is amended by this Regulation
by striking out “April 30, 2021” and substituting “April 30, 2031”: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/08_Apr30_Part2.pdf
Note: A similar amendment regarding the roles and responsibilities regulation under the Electric Utilities
Act was also published in the same edition of the Gazette.


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Information letters


Carbon Sequestration Tenure Management - province to consider industry proposals
for a carbon storage hub
On May 12, 2021, Alberta Energy released an information letter (2021-19) in response to a large
number of inquiries related to carbon sequestration tenure (i.e. projects that will undertake dedicated
geologic storage, without associated oil or gas recovery). This form of tenure is very non-routine, can
require sizeable areas, and government must manage it in a manner that considers current and future
resource activities.
As a result, the government proposes issuing carbon sequestration rights through a competitive
process, advancing the development of strategically located carbon storage hubs. A hub operator will
provide carbon sequestration services to a number of industrial facilities.
The Government intends to consider industry proposals for a carbon storage hub through a competitive
selection process, currently under development. It is expected that proposals should identify
approximate geographic and geologic locations for the injection operation as well as a system for
transporting the captured carbon dioxide. 
The enhancement is one of several areas being considered to advance CCUS in Alberta. For example,
discussions are also underway through the Alberta–Canada Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage
(CCUS) Steering Committee that can explore other aspects key to the deployment of this important
technology.
Send inquiries or requests for more information to: carboncapture.energy@gov.ab.ca
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ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) - bulletins 


• Bulletin 2021-20 Changes to the Mine Financial Security Program Guide. On May 6, 2021, Alberta
Environment & Parks updated the Mine Financial Security Program Standard, allowing AER to permit mine
approval holders to use an alternative methodology to calculate their mine financial security requirements.
In response, AER have amended the Guide to the Mine Financial Security Program to reflect this change.
The updated materials are available at aer.ca > Regulating Development > Project Closure > Liability
Management Programs and Processes > Mine Financial Security Program.
Access at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-20.pdf


• Bulletin 2021-19 Coal Activity on Category 2 Land Suspended. Pending a review of the province’s Coal
Policy the Government of Alberta, in Ministerial Order 093/2021, has directed the Alberta Energy Regulator
to take steps to suspend all approvals for coal exploration activities on Category 2 land until December 31,
2021, or other date specified by the energy minister in writing. Access the AER’s May 6, 2021 bulletin at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-19 


ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) - directives
The Alberta Energy Regulator recently released revised editions of the following:


• Directive 056: Energy Development Applications and Schedules. Effective: May 18, 2021. This
directive contains the technical requirements for applying to construct or operate facilities, pipelines, or
wells. Procedural instructions and forms can be found in Manual 012: Energy Development
Applications; Procedures and Schedules. Access at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-056


• Directive 046: Production Audit Handbook. Updated: June 1, 2021. Access at: 
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-046


ALBERTA Management resources


• Low-pressure natural gas distribution pipelines: Roles and responsibilities. This
resource, updated May 25, 2021, provides direction for the ongoing safety and operational concerns
of infrastructure associated with rural gas utilities and low-pressure distribution pipelines under the
Gas Distribution Act. The document recognizes the AUC's jurisdiction under the Gas Utilities Act,
specifically in areas where there is a potential for overlapping or conflicting direction provided by the
legislation and/or Chief Officer under the Gas Distribution Act and Alberta Utilities Commission under
the Gas Utilities Act. Access at:


````https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/4de4b67b-f293-4aa4-82e1-c13aa38efd70/resource/00cef225-fcad-418b-85ec-ced267105705/download/af-low-pressure-natural-gas-distribution-pipelines-roles-responsibilities.pdf


• Oil sands information bulletin [2018 to current]. This resource, updated May 20, 2021,
provides notification to the industry of proposed changes to legislation, regulations or operating
procedures with the intent of soliciting feedback; new programs or changes to existing programs,
projects, services, strategies or organizational structures; and industry participation in department
initiatives. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/oil-sands-information-bulletin


• Coal policy engagement: Initial engagement survey results. This resource, updated May
17, 2021, presents the results of a survey conducted March 29 to April 19, 2021 as part of the Coal
Policy engagement process. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5859a1b2-14a3-4a2d-bf36-38956efb68b4/resource/d3f4cab6-2fac-4712-95ad-fd6eb7a7b503/download/energy-coal-policy-engagement-survey-results-2021-05.pdf


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


Administrative Penalties Regulation, B.C. Reg. 35/2011, amended 
Under Ministerial Order #307, made May 25, 2021, section 8 of the Administrative Penalties Regulation, BC
Reg. 35/2011, under the Oil and Gas Activities Act is amended to address contraventions of the Oil and Gas
Road Regulation. In addition, section 4 of the regulation is amended to address contraventions of the
Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation.
Access the MO at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0307_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


BC OGC implements revised regulations addressing consultation and notification
under the Oil and Gas Activities Act
Pursuant to the Oil and Gas Activities Act, the Board of the BC Oil and Gas Commission (OGC) has
implemented the following changes, effective June 1, 2021:
i) the Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 279/2010 is repealed;
ii) the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation, B.C. Reg. 50/2021, is in effect;
iii) amendments to the Emergency Management Regulation, B.C. Reg. 271/2017, the Fee, Levy and
Security Regulation, B.C. Reg. 8/2014, and to s.1 of the Oil and Gas Road Regulation, B.C. Reg.
56/2013 are in effect.
Access details at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/r0050_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC Bulletins


(INDB 2021-17) New landslide susceptibility map for oil and gas Industry working in NEBC
Issued on May 6, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) issued a new landslide
susceptibility map for Northeastern BC (NEBC) to assist the oil and gas industry in managing landslide
risk. Oil and gas operators must consider geohazards, including potential landslides, for managing
integrity of their assets, such as, pipelines and facilities. According to the OGC, the map, with landslide
susceptibility’s colour-coded scale, provides a useful tool for planning and implementing these
programs. Access the map at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-landslide-susceptibility-map-for-oil-and-gas-industry-working-in-nebc-indb-2021-17/


(INDB 2021-18) Amendment Application Submission Requirements
Effective June 1, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) gives notice that - further to
INDB 2021-16 (below) - the Consultation and Notification (“C&N”) tab in the Application Management
System (AMS) will be temporarily disabled for Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA) applications and OGAA
amendment applications.
To assist applicants with amendment applications during this period, an OGAA Amendment Application
Form has been developed and is required to be submitted with OGAA amendment applications, where
the C&N tab has been temporarily disabled. Access the Industry Bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/amendment-application-submission-requirements/


(INDB 2021-16) Updates to the Application Management System took effect May 31
Issued on April 30, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission (Commission) released another in its series
of regular updates to the Application Management System (AMS) to improve workflow and functionality.
This latest bulletin addresses changes to application submission requirements for consultation and
notification that result from the Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation (RCNR)
coming into effect on June 1, 2021. A June 2021 AMS Release Guide further explaining these changes
will be available June 1 on the Commission’s website. Further guidance will also be available in the May
monthly updates to the Oil and Gas Activity Application Manual.
Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-landslide-susceptibility-map-for-oil-and-gas-industry-working-in-nebc-indb-2021-17/


(INDB 2021-15) Submission file validation added to eSubmission
Effective April 30, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission has added the ability for users to validate Well
Test submissions required under Sections 63 and 73 of the Drilling and Production Regulation through
the eSubmission portal. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/submission-file-validation-added-to-esubmission-indb-2021-15/
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR -  Management resources


Offshore Adverse Weather Communications Protocol
Posted in May, 2021, the Industry Best Practice by the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers’
(CAPP) Offshore Newfoundland and Labrador – Adverse Weather Communication Protocols has been
created to ensure that roles, responsibilities and needs are clearly identified prior to any events that may
affect the integrity of offshore operations.
The document provides guidance for operators and applies to the actions that may be required
by one or more Marine Installations or Structures due to adverse weather. This Industry Best
Practice is intended to describe how Operators will communicate with each another and the CNLOPB
pertaining to weather information, plans, precautions and resource availability, such as
vessels or helicopter transport. Access the document at:
https://www.cnlopb.ca/wp-content/uploads/cop/adverseweather.pdf


ONTARIO Regulatory filings


• O. Reg. 378/21: Siting restrictions for renewable energy generation facilities. Filed May 26,
2021, the regulation revokes O. Reg. 274/18 (Siting Restrictions for Renewable Energy Generation
Facilities. The Regulation comes into force on July 1, 2021. Access notice at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21300


*


Standards, codes and guidelines
CCME environmental guidelines


Key Elements to Guide Governance for Cumulative Effects Assessment, Monitoring
and Management
On April 23, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted Key
Elements to Guide Governance for Cumulative Effects Assessment, Monitoring and Management.
This document outlines key elements of cumulative effects assessment, monitoring and management
(CEAMM) governance, which federal, provincial and territorial governments could consider in the
development and delivery of effective CEAMM approaches. The descriptions and examples of key
elements provide guidance for new and existing CEAMM programs and support clarity and alignment
between jurisdictions. Access more information at:
https://ccme.ca/en/key-elements-to-guide-governance-for-cumulative-effects-assessment-monitoring-and-management-


Guidance on Good Practices in Climate Change Risk Assessment
On April 22, 2021, the Canadian Council for Ministers of the Environment (CCME) posted Guidance
on Good Practices in Climate Change Risk Assessment and its accompanying Good Practices in
Climate Change Risk Assessment – A Summary. This guidance document with its accompanying
summary supports good practices in conducting climate risk assessments across jurisdictions by
providing a location-specific understanding of climate impacts and the risks they pose. The guidance
document introduces the fundamentals of climate change risk assessment, and outlines questions
users should consider prior to undertaking a climate change risk assessment. Access more
information at: https://ccme.ca/en/guidanceongoodpracticesinclimatechangeriskassessment


Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage outlining
both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html
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CSA standards update


• First Responder Fatigue Risk Management System
This Standard specifies requirements for the identification of fatigue related hazards, and assessment
and control of fatigue-related risks across first responder occupations. This Standard can be applied to
any type of fatigue-related risk and can be applied to both sleep-related and task-related fatigue. 
This Standard provides a framework for organizations to prepare for and respond to fatigue risk
management at the organizational level. It includes policies, processes, programs, procedures, and
practices related to the following: a voluntary framework for fatigue risk management at the
organizational/system level; direction on planning, developing, implementing and evaluating the
fatigue risk management system within the framework; and informative guidance on risk assessment
tools, implementing feasible control strategies, and performance indicators.
Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 27, 2021. Review end date: July 27, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4213


• Z259.15 - Anchorage connectors
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4207


• Z1011.1 - Paramedic Work Disability Management Standard
This Standard applies to the requirements for a WDM System that can be used by paramedic services
to systematically manage their WDM activities. The standard includes specific requirements and
guidance related to the management of work disabilities associated with Operational Stress Injuries
(OSI) and other mental health conditions that may be due to work related exposure(s) and non work-
related exposure(s).
This standard applies a general framework to be applied to any types of disability.
Contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org. Review start date: April 28, 2021. Review end date: June 27, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4186


• W213 - Determination of Functional Groups in Lignins using the Nuclear Magnetic
Resonance (31P NMR) Method (New Standard)
This Standard describes a method for the quantification of the aliphatic (R–OH), phenolic (Ph–OH) and carboxylic
acid (R–COOH) hydroxyl groups present in lignin.
This procedure is applicable to dry solid lignins (for example in powdered form) isolated from the pulping
processes in their acid form, and that are completely soluble in the NMR solvent mixture.
It does not apply to raw black liquor, wet lignin, nor lignin with a high ash or carbohydrate content to the extent
that these affect lignin solubility in the selected solvent system.
Contact: melanie.pinatton@csagroup.org Review start date: May 18, 2021. Review end date: July 17, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4204


• C61400-1 - Wind turbines - Part 1: Design requirements (New Edition)
This Part specifies essential design requirements to ensure the structural integrity of wind turbines. Its purpose is
to provide an appropriate level of protection against damage from all hazards during the planned lifetime. This
document is concerned with all subsystems of wind turbines such as control and protection functions, internal
electrical systems, mechanical systems and support structures. 
Contact: andrew.kostruba@csagroup.org Review start date: April 19, 2021. Review end date: June 18, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4169
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Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Third Reading in the House of
Commons: May 27, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its
transitional regulations. Access Bill S-3 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. Access
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading in the Senate: May 27, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend
compassionate care leave provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave
to which an employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 29
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


May 1, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-19. The O-
I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#da1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations): https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-01/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


*
ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
• Bill 71, Employment Standards (COVID-19 Vaccination Leave) Amendment Act. 
Effective April 21, 2021, all working Albertans can now access up to 3 hours of paid  job-protected leave to get each 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Key changes:


- All employees covered by the Employment Standards Code can access up to 3 hours of paid leave to get each dose of 
the COVID-19 vaccine without fear of penalty, loss of pay or reprisal.


- Employers may provide additional time beyond 3 hours per appointment, if necessary.
- The leave applies to all full and part-time employees covered by the Employment Standards Code. Access Bill at:
https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11919&from=bills
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ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This
Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. The new OHSA will come into force
on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes to the OHSA and
WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


ALBERTA Consultations


Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Code review plan 2020 - 2023  
Reminder: As reported preiously in HSERA, Alberta’s Occupational Health and Safety Code is to be
reviewed over the next three years starting with Year 1 changes required as a result of Bill 47 (above).
Specific parts of the OHS Code under review in year 1 were listed in the May 1, 2021 edition of
HSERA. The plan to review is expected to be complete in 2023. Access the OHS Code Review Plan
2020-23 at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ohs-code-review-plan-2020-2023 
Connect with the OHS Code review at: email: lbr.ohsreview@gov.ab.ca


ALBERTA Workers’ Compensation Board


Recent changes to the WCB Policies and Information Manual
Reminder: On May 4, 2021, the Alberta WCB posted the following recent changes to its Policies and
Information Manual:
• 01-04, Investment Policy: https://www.wcb.ab.ca/about-wcb/policy-manual/recent-changes.html
• 01-05, Recording and Reporting Accidents: Under the Policy, workers must report all


accidents to their employers and employers must keep a record of the accident. Workers, employers
and physicians must report any accident to WCB if it disables or is likely to disable the worker beyond
the day of accident: https://www.wcb.ab.ca/assets/pdfs/public/policy/manual/printable_pdfs/0105_1.pdf


• G-2, The Review and Appeal Process: Access the most recent revisions at:
https://www.wcb.ab.ca/assets/pdfs/public/policy/manual/printable_pdfs/g2.pdf


ALBERTA Management resources


Workplace injuries, diseases & fatalities in Alberta [2019]
Updated May 27, 2021, this resource comprises a set of infographics presenting information on
workplace injuries, diseases and fatalities in Alberta by industry sector. Data reflects 2019 statistics as
accepted and reported by the Workers’ Compensation Board of Alberta and Alberta Labour and
Immigration: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/workplace-injuries-diseases-fatalities-in-alberta-2019


Employer’s toolkit for vaccination
This resource, published in May 26 2021, provides employers with guidance documents to encourage
their employees to get vaccinated against COVID-19:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/employers-toolkit-for-vaccination


Vehicles as work sites, OHS information for employers and workers
This resource, published in May 2021, defines how and when vehicles are considered work sites.
Access at: https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/li066?_ccCt=cflw-2e56rn-41i2rx-fpkgqhw7 


Commercial vehicle safety compliance in Alberta [2021]
Reminder: The Alberta government has prepared this manual to assist commercial truck and bus
companies and their employees to operate safely and in a manner which is compliant with legislation
relevant to the National Safety Code. The document was updated and posted on April 26, 2021.
Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/c5d46860-b4ba-474e-a466-4185cf0010a4/resource/50f9ad9f-aa47-48d6-b391-f9f38d9f78bd/download/trans-commercial-vehicle-safety-compliance-in-alberta-2021-complete-document.pdf
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 6, the Accessible British Columbia Act. Second Reading: May 10, 2021. This Bill
supports the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to the full and equal participation in
society of persons with disabilities. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/first-reading/gov06-1


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably
believes that a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety of
persons, or to the environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a
relevant protection official.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect,
addresses issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill,
together with explanatory notes, at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


Recent amendments to the Health, Safety And Reclamation Code for Mines establishes the
responsibility of managers to identify hazards
Reminder: On April 1, 2021, as part of an ongoing review and revision process, seven amendments to
the Health, Safety and Reclamation Code for Mines in British Columbia came into force. 
The Code is the primary source for health and safety regulation of mining operations in British Columbia.
Among other things, the Code establishes the responsibility of mine managers to actively identify work
place hazards, and to mitigate the risk that such hazards pose to workers.
On July 31, 2021, revisions adding avalanche safety requirements, including avalanche risk
assessments and avalanche safety program development, will also take effect.
Access more details at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-mining/health-safety/health-safety-and-reclamation-code-for-mines-in-british-columbia/codereview


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders


Public health orders: May 25 update
On May 25, 2021, the provincial health officer (PHO) updated province-wide restrictions as part of
BC’s Restart plan. For more information, review the province-wide restrictions website at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restrictions
BC’s Restart website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/info/restart


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources


• New safety resource for employers working with anhydrous ammonia in industrial
refrigeration systems
Effective May 28, 2021, employers can use this site-assessment tool to assess risks and controls in
the employer’s facility, the employer’s exposure control plan, and the employer’s emergency plan.
Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/May/new-safety-resource-for-employers-working-with-anhydrous-ammonia-in-industrial-refrigeration-systems


• New safety resource for employers using toxic process gases in water and wastewater
treatment facilities
Toxic process gases (TPGs) - specifically chlorine gas, anhydrous ammonia, and sulfur dioxide - pose
a variety of health and safety risks in the workplace. Issued on May 28, 2021, this self-assessment tool
provides a series of questions to assist employers in identifying the risks and assessing their control
plans. Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/May/new-safety-resource-for-employers-using-toxic-process-gases-in-water-wastewater-treatment-facilities
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources (continued)


• COVID-19 and responsibilities of prime contractors on construction sites
Access at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/information-sheets/faq-covid-19-and-responsibilities-of-prime-contractors-on-construction-sites?lang=en


• Preventing lifting point failures in construction
Access at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/hazard-alerts/preventing-lifting-point-failures-in-construction?lang=en


• Slide show illustrates the importance of effective bonding and grounding systems
Access at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/slide-shows/fuel-tanker-explodes-fatally-injuring-worker?lang=en


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


WorkSafeBC releases high-risk strategies and industry initiatives for 2021-2023
Reminder: On April 23, 2021, WorkSafeBC published its high-risk strategies (HRS) and industry
initiatives for 2021–2023, targeting industries and employers where the risks of serious injuries and
fatalities are the highest. For more details, access the WorkSafeBC posting at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/news-releases/2021/April/worksafebc-releases-high-risk-strategies-industry-initiatives-2021-2023


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultations on new and revised OH&S guidelines
Reminder: On April 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the latest proposed updates, additions
and revisions to its OH&S guidelines. Revised OHS Regulation guidelines address: Part 14 Cranes
and Hoists; Part 15 Rigging; Part 17 Transportation of Workers; and Part 23 Oil and Gas. More
details were provided in the May 15 edition of HSERA. 
Comment by June 15, 2021 at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


WorkSafeBC amendments regarding Permanent Disability Evaluation Schedule Review
Reminder: On May 3, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s Permanent Disability Evaluation Schedule (PDES)
Review posted proposed changes to the Vision Disability section of the PDES concerning
photophobia. The changes are proposed to ensure policy reflects best practices in the field of
ophthalmology. Comment deadline: August 6, 2021.
Access the discussion paper at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-permanent-disability-evaluation-schedule-review


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20,
2021. 


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. This Bill
amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of the
Legislative Review Committee. Access Bill 18 at: 
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: the position of the chief prevention
officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by
the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious; and maximum fines for offences under the Act are
increased. Consequential amendments are made to the Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18
above).  Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 26, The Human Rights Code Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. Under this
Bill, the power to dismiss complaints is broadened and made available before an investigation takes
place. Access Bill 26 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b026e.php#Explanatory%20Note
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills (continued)


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons). Royal
Assent: May 20, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to temporarily
control traffic on behalf of a third party, such as a festival organizer or a film production company.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


MANITOBA Management resources


Province launches new safety workshops 
Manitoba is offering a series of new and virtual workshops covering safe driving, occupational
hygiene, biological hazards, risk tolerances and safety culture.
https://mailchi.mp/safemanitoba/five-new-safety-workshops?e=927bd2cea0


*
NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make a minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make changes to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and
Compensation Commission and provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK - Announcements


All New Brunswick employers must have a COVID-19 operational plan 
On May 21, 2021, the province issued a Mandatory Order to ensure that workplaces have documented their
risk assessment and risk mitigation measures consistent with Public Health guidance and the Occupational
Health and Safety Act and regulations which require all employers to develop a written COVID-19 operational
plan. Access the Order at:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf


*
NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11,
2021. This Private Member's Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or
face coverings to employees. Access Bill 8 at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


• Bill 16, Concussion Strategy Act. First Reading: March 11, 2021. This Private Member's Bill
would require the Legislature to conduct a conference on concussion injuries with a view to
developing a strategy to prevent incidents. Access the Bill at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b016.htm


• Bill 94, Workers' Compensation Act (amended). First Reading: April 7, 2021. This Private
Member's Bill would expand the definition of "front-line or emergency-response worker" in the
provisions respecting presumptive benefits for workers diagnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
in the Workers' Compensation Act to include workers carrying out child-protection services.
Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b094.htm


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 284, COVID-19 Putting Workers First Act. Royal Assent: April 29, 2021. The legislation fills
some gaps in the Canada Recovery Sickness Benefit program, ensuring employees have access to three
paid sick days for reasons related to COVID-19. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b284ra_e.pdf


• Bill 282, Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021. Third Reading: May 20, 2021 (deferred vote). The Bill includes regulatory
changes to: address stunt driving; protect vulnerable road users, such as pedestrians and highway
workers; improve truck safety; encourage the use of ‘power-assisted bicycles’ and facilitate their
storage on transit vehicles. In addition, Schedule 3 enacts the Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021, which regulates the provision of towing services and vehicle storage
services. Access Bill 282 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-282


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Amendments are made to the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997. Among other things,
a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain premiums payable by
employers for the 2021 calendar year. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 230, An Act to proclaim Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Ordered
for Third Reading: May 10, 2021. The Bill would proclaim the third full week of March in each year
as Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b230rep_e.pdf


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-286


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 12, 2021. The Bill would amend
The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1, 2005, to be
equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. Access Bill 246
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246


ONTARIO Consultations


Electronic Logging Devices (ELD) for Intra-provincial Carriers
On May 28, 2021, Ontario’s Ministry of Transport (MTO) launched consultations on the mandated
introduction of Electronic Logging Devices (ELD) for Intra-provincial Carriers.
An Electronic Logging Device (ELD) is computer-based software that monitors the activities of a
commercial driver to ensure compliance with Hours of Service legislation. 
Transport Canada (TC) amended the Federal HoS Regulations to mandate the use of ELDs for all
federally regulated commercial truck and bus operators. This new requirement is scheduled to come
into force on June 12, 2021 with an education and awareness period without penalty until June 12, 2022
and will replace paper-based daily logbooks.
Transport Canada's new requirements will apply to Ontario carriers who travel outside of Ontario. If
approved, Ontario is proposing similar changes for carriers that operate in Ontario only (intra-provincial
carriers). Comment deadline: July 12, 2021. 
Access Proposed Amendments for Regulation 555/06 at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37547&attachmentId=49156
Access Regulatory Impact Analysis Summary at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37547&attachmentId=49157
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Updated OELs address silica; hydrogen sulphide and compressed air breathing systems
Reminder: On April 22, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
launched consultations on new or revised occupational exposure limits (OELs) based on recent
American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) recommendations.
Comment deadline: June 7, 2021.
Consultation Paper:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48498
2018 ACGIH Recommendations:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48496
2019 ACGIH Recommendations:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=37108&attachmentId=48497


ONTARIO Gazette Notices


Ontario Regulation 322/21 exemptions for truck weight limits
Reminder: On May 15, 2021, Ontario published O.Reg 322/21 to allow for the transportation of
essential supplies in certain geographic areas. The regulation will be revoked on June 30, 2021.
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21322


ONTARIO Announcements


More inspections scheduled for workplaces in hot-spot regions
On May 18, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development announced expanded
inspections of manufacturing and food processing workplaces, warehouses and distribution centres.
Access release at:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000152/ontario-carrying-out-more-inspections-at-workplaces-in-hot-spot-regions
New COVID-19 workplace guidance: vaccines & rapid antigen test screening
On May 18, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development released new guidance about
how COVID-19 vaccinations and rapid antigen screening can help keep workplaces safe.  
Learn about the COVID-19 testing program for organizations and find out about eligibility, training, on-
site rapid testing and reporting requirements at:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/provincial-antigen-screening-program


ONTARIO Compliance alert


AODA compliance update
Reminder: As detailed previously in HSERA, all business or non-profit organizations with 20 or
more employees are required to file their annual Accessibility Compliance Report by June 30,
2021. Further details are posted at:
https://www.stikeman.com/en-ca/kh/canadian-employment-labour-pension-law/aoda-upcoming-compliance-deadlines


ONTARIO Management resources


• COVID-19 webinars: Information for employers and workers about ESA and OHSA
Ministry experts continue to host webinars to answer questions and provide information related to
COVID-19 for workers and employers. Log on to better understand rights and obligations under the
Employment Standards Act (ESA) and the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA). Access details
at: https://ontario.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ebaa11387038c3e29a6a4a8b&id=3b66f914c4&e=7259f5ff7b


• Ontario offering workplaces free COVID-19 rapid testing supplies. The Ontario
government has launched a new rapid testing portal to make it easier for all essential businesses to
access free rapid testing to help keep employees and their families safe.
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000107/ontario-continues-to-expand-access-to-rapid-testing-for-workplaces


• COVID-19: Area restrictions. Find out what restrictions are in place in your area at:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/zones-and-restrictions#covid-19-measures-by-region
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Access current daily updates at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information
ONTARIO Management resources (continued)


• Develop your COVID-19 workplace safety plan. This is a generic guide for employers 
preparing to return to work during the COVID-19 pandemic. All businesses that are operating must
have a written safety plan by law. The plan must be made available to anyone who asks to see it, and
posted in a place where it will be seen easily.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/develop-your-covid-19-workplace-safety-plan


• Construction site health and safety during COVID-19. This publication offers specific
guidance for the construction industry and links to additional sources of information.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/construction-site-health-and-safety-during-covid-19


• Using masks in the workplace: This publication describes the selection, care and use of masks
to protect workers from COVID-19: https://www.ontario.ca/page/using-masks-workplace


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: May 13, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases;
• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment


injury, and expand measures to favour workers’ reinstatement;
• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of the


decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal; and
•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. If
adopted, will make sweeping changes to the Charter of the French language (Charter) and
several other laws including those relating to: communications and contracts of
employment; knowledge of a language other than French; preventing and putting an end to
harassment; the complaints process; a “Francization” program and certificate for
enterprises employing 25 employees and more; and application to federal employees. 
Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts “Reform Of Bill 101: Notice To Employers” by Norton
Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers
Comment on this Bill via the National Assembly's website at:
https://assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/commentaire.html?type=ProjetLoi&id=20417&url=travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


May 5, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Draft Health and Safety in Forest Development Work Amendment Regulation – First-
aid Minimum Standards  
The amendment would update the rules for forest first aid that are currently in the First-aid Minimum
Standards Regulation.
More specifically, it proposes a new definition for forest development harmonized with the definition of
forest management activity provided for in the Sustainable Forest Development Act (chapter A-18.1),
adds a division for first aid pertaining to organization, forest first aid and the evacuation and lodging of
more than 50 workers. Lastly, two new schedules related to the new provisions are added. Access the
Gazette Notice at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105021.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices (continued)


May 5, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Safety Code for the construction industry - Amendment re: asbestos dust 
The draft Regulation provides for the use of a wetting agent for the removal of friable material
containing asbestos, for an exhaust ventilation system equipped with a high-efficiency filter that
provides at least 4 changes of air per hour, and for cleaning requirements applicable to equipment,
tools, protective clothing and other individual protective equipment. It also specifies the conditions
applicable to the use of a glove bag. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105022.pdf


Safety Code for the construction industry - amendment re: OH&S in mines
The amendment is intended to consolidate the general requirements for personnel hoisting apparatus
and material hoisting apparatus and to clarify and update the general rules for the use of personnel
hoisting apparatus. 
In addition, specific rules for the use of personnel hoisting apparatus are added as well as mandatory
training for operators of mobile personnel platform lifts. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105020.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. Passed Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill aims to better align construction
codes with accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in
Saskatchewan. The CCA also modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building
officials and the construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform
Building and Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 17, An Act to amend The Traffic Safety Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices


May 14, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette
The Safety Fitness Amendment Regulations, 2021
Among other things, in addition to the requirements set out in subsection 100(1) of the Traffic Safety
Act, an applicant that intends to obtain (and pay a fee for) a safety fitness certificate shall satisfy the
administrator that it has successfully completed the Carrier Knowledge Test established by the
administrator.
The amendments also substantially increase fines and penalties related to contraventions of
Commercial Vehicle Drivers Hours of Service Regulations (Canada) SOR/2005-313. In particular:


Subsection 10(3) is repealed and the following substituted:
“(3) Notwithstanding subsection (2), if the carrier is transporting passengers for hire, the carrier or driver, or the carrier and
driver, shall pay double the dollar amount for each safety violation assessed against the carrier or driver that would
otherwise be payable for each safety violation”.


Access the Notice by downloading Gazette pdf at: https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112882


May 14, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette
The Commercial Vehicle and Drivers (Record-Keeping) Amendment Regulations, 2021.
Among other things, the amendment states that each year, every driver who operates a carrier’s Class
PB vehicle shall provide that carrier with a criminal record check that is completed by an agency
approved by the administrator. Access the Notice by downloading Gazette pdf at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/112882


*
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THE TERRITORIES Northwest Territories


Safety Act - Notice of Code of Practice - Employer Guideline – Confined Space
Reminder: The Code of Practice relates to section 18 of the Safety Act and Part 3, section 14, Part 18,
sections 273 to 282, Part 25, section 390, and Part 30, section 453 of the Occupational
Health and Safety Regulations, established by regulation numbered R-039-2015.
The effective date of the code is updated to April 30, 2021.
Copies of this code can be obtained online from the Workers’ Safety and Compensation
Commission, at: www.wscc.nt.ca 
Access the April 30, 2021 edition of NWT Gazette (page 85) at:
https://www.justice.gov.nt.ca/en/files/northwest-territories-gazette/2021/04_1.pdf


*


Chemical compliance
Approach to disclose confidential information in chemicals management
Reminder: On May 3, 2021, the federal government posted a new “approach to disclose confidential
information and promote transparency in chemicals management”. The document aims to outline a
suitable approach to achieve an appropriate balance between transparency and industry’s right to
protect confidential information. Access the approach at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/evaluating-existing-substances/approach-confidential-information-chemicals-management.html


New guidance for the notification and testing of new chemicals and polymers 
Reminder: On April 14, 2021, the federal government posted a new Guidance Document for
consultation. The document provides assistance for complying with regulatory requirements, including
step-by-step instructions for the completion of a New Substances Notification. Comment deadline:
June 30, 2021. Access draft guidance document and details of participation at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/evaluating-new-substances/chemicals-polymers/guidance-documents/guidelines-notification-testing.html


Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


May 29, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Ministerial Condition No. 20656
Substance 1,2-ethanediamine, N-(2-aminoethyl)-, reaction products with glycidyl p-tolyl ether, Chemical
Abstracts Service Registry Number 68411-70-1.
Whereas the ministers suspect that the substance is toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the
meaning of section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the Act), they permit the
manufacture or import of the substance only subject to the conditions prescribed in the Gazette Notice
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-29/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


May 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-87-06-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-97*
Under the Order:
Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following: 27289-84-5 N-P;
76326-99-3 N; 86013-04-9 N-P; and 2476425-14-4 N-P.
(Part 1 Sets out chemicals and polymers, except those referred to in Part 2, 3 or 4 that are identified
by their Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number [CAS RN]).
Part 3 of the List is amended by adding the following in numerical order:
19519-7 N; 19521-9 N-P; 19522-0 N-P; and 19523-1 N-P.
(Part 3 Sets out chemicals and polymers, except those referred to in Part 4, that are identified by their
masked name and their Confidential Accession Number [CAN].
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-05-26/html/sor-dors97-eng.html
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


May 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2021-112-06-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-98*
Under the Order:
Part 5 of the Domestic Substances List is amended by adding the following in alphabetical order
under the heading “Organisms/Organismes”:
• Human allogeneic CAR T cells targeting CD70 and genetically modified by CRISPR/Cas9 disrupting


the T cell receptor alpha constant (TRAC), β2-microglobulin (B2M), and CD70 loci; and by a CAR
gene-containing recombinant adeno-associated virus (AAV) vector inserting the anti-CD70 CAR
expression cassette into the TRAC locus (CTX130) N


• Recombinant non-replicating human adenovirus type 26 encoding the severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus 2 Spike protein (Ad26.COV2.S) N


(Part 5 Sets out inanimate biotechnology products and living organisms, except those referred to in Part
6, 7 or 8, that are identified by their American Type Culture Collection (ATCC) number, International
Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (IUBMB) number or specific substance name.


* Order 2021-87-06-01 and Order 2021-112-06-01 (the orders) are expected to facilitate access to 10 substances for   
businesses, as the substances are no longer subject to requirements under subsection 81(1) or 106(1) of CEPA.


May 22, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of final decision after screening assessment of chlorocresol  
Substance: phenol, 4-chloro-3-methyl (chlorocresol), CAS RN # 59-50-7
Considering all the information presented in this screening assessment, it is concluded that
chlorocresol meets the criteria under paragraph 64(c) of CEPA, as it is entering or may enter the
environment in a quantity or concentration or under conditions that constitute or may constitute a
danger in Canada to human life or health.
In Canada, exposure to chlorocresol may occur through the use of certain body moisturizer
creams/lotions, or topical licensed natural health products or pharmaceuticals in which it is present at
concentrations up to 0.2%. The highest exposures were estimated for the use of moisturizers when
applied to infants (birth to six months old).
The critical health effect for chlorocresol was identified as decreased adrenal gland weights in a
chronic exposure study.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-22/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3


May 22, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order 2021-87-06-02 Amending the Non-domestic Substances List
Under the Order, Part I of the Non-domestic Substances List is amended by deleting the following:
27289-84-5; 68512-17-4; 76326-99-3; and 86013-04-9. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-22/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


May 22, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Significant New Activity Notice No. 20598 for living organism
The SNAc Notice addresses the living organism Bacillus amyloliquefaciens subspecies
amyloliquefaciens strain P6T48. 
With respect to this organism a significant new activity is any use of the living organism other than its
use:
(a) in cleaning or degreasing products not intended for application to a natural environment;
(b) for controlling odours in dumpsters and trash compactors; or
(c) for treatment of water in any artificial aquatic environment such as aquariums and ornamental
ponds.
For example, notification is required if a person plans to use the living organism in bioremediation.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-05-22/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


- end -
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Environmental regulation and compliance
INTERNATIONAL 


Canada co-hosts ‘powering past coal’ international summit
On March 2, 2021, Canada and the UK co-hosted the opening plenary of the first-ever Powering Past
Coal Alliance Global Summit. 
The co-hosts were joined by António Guterres, UN Secretary-General; Mark Carney, Finance Adviser to
the UK Prime Minister for COP26 and UN Special Envoy for Climate Action and Finance; Michael
Bloomberg, UN Special Envoy on Climate Ambition and Solutions; as well as representatives from
governments, labour, civil society, and the private sector, from around the world. 
Among those representatives were the Powering Past Coal Alliance’s ten newest members, including
Uruguay and Hungary; the city of Kyoto; major electric utilities, such as Ontario Power Generation; and
a series of global pension funds like Canada’s own Caisse de dépôt et placement du Québec.
During the Summit, participants took stock of the progress made to date and agreed to double down on
their efforts to encourage more governments and private-sector entities to move past coal in advance of
COP26 in Glasgow this year.
Coal is responsible for 20 percent of global greenhouse emissions and is the largest source of global
temperature increase. Canada is committed to phasing out coal-fired electricity by 2030. 
Access Summit details at: 
https://www.poweringpastcoal.org/summit-2021?/summit-2021/summit-2021#:~:text=The%20Powering%20Past%20Coal%20Global,share%20their%20experiences%20and%20best


FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


Government Bills


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Debate at Second Reading: March 10,
2020. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in
Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by
the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


Related update: Members of new National Net-Zero Advisory Board announced: On February 27, 2021, the Minister of
Environment and Climate Change announced the formation of a Net-Zero Advisory Body, pursuant to the Act. This
independent group comprising 15 experts has a mandate to engage with Canadians and provide advice to the Minister on
pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. More information at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html
List of advisor board members at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html
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FEDERAL Legislature - Government Bills (continued)


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Debate at Second Reading: February 17, 2020. This enactment stipulates that the
Government of Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are
consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access
Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. The Bill passed in the Senate and
was referred to the House for First Reading on February 25, 2021, Bill S-3 amends the Offshore Health and
Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations.
Access the Bill at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-232, An Act respecting a Climate Emergency Action Framework. Second Reading:
March 11, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill provides for the development and implementation of a
climate emergency action framework. Access at: 
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-232/first-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage). Second
Reading: February 22, 2021. 
Access Bill C-269 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Second Reading and Referral to Committee: February 24, 2021. 
Access Bill C-206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading and Referral to Committee in the House of Commons:
February 3, 2021.
Access Bill C-204 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. 
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


Related Note: The progress of federal government legislation ‘at a glance’ is summarized and updated regularly at:
https://www.parl.ca/LEGISinfo/LAAG.aspx?Language=E


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final Residential Indoor Air Quality Guidelines for Acrolein
Exposure limits: The recommended short-term (one hour) exposure limit for acrolein is 38 µg/m and
the recommended long-term exposure limit is 0.44 µg/m (based on a 24-hour average).
Acrolein is a very reactive and volatile compound, found in both indoor and outdoor air. The primary
natural source of acrolein is incomplete combustion of organic matter during forest fires. Acrolein is
also generated by the combustion of fuels, for example by motor vehicles (including aircraft), and by
industrial processes.
Acrolein levels in residential indoor air are generally greater than outdoor levels. Some of the sources
of acrolein in indoor air are smoking, using gas stoves or wood-burning fireplaces, burning incense,
cooking with oils, and secondary formation by oxidation of other VOCs from products and building
materials. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na5
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for 4-Chloro-2-
methylphenoxyacetic Acid (MCPA)
Exposure limit: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.4 mg/L (400 µg/L) is proposed for
4-chloro-2-methylphenoxyacetic acid (MCPA) in drinking water.
Uses: MCPA is a phenoxyacetic acid herbicide, registered in Canada for use on agricultural sites, fine
turf and lawns, in forestry and at industrial sites. It is among the top 10 pesticides sold in Canada.
Health effects: MCPA is considered by international agencies as either unclassifiable with respect to
carcinogenicity, or not likely to be carcinogenic in humans. The MAC of 0.4 mg/L (400 µg/L) was
derived based on kidney effects observed in rats.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Description of critical habitat for the Sable Island Sweat Bee in the Sable Island Bird Sanctuary
The Sable Island Sweat Bee nests underground and is native and restricted to Sable Island, Nova
Scotia. It is listed on Schedule 1 of the Species at Risk Act.
Access the Recovery Strategy and Action Plan in the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/commis-eng.html#cs8


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Description of Red-headed Woodpecker critical habitat 
The species is listed on Schedule 1 of the Species at Risk Act. For details of recovery strategy, access
the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl2


Related Note: Current updates on stakeholder consultations regarding the status, habitat, and recovery strategies
implemented under the Species at Risk Act appears in HSERA under the Federal section on Consultations. Gazette
Notices re: Species at Risk are also noted briefly to maintain consistency. Access also the SARA webpage for detailed
listings at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final guidelines for Canadian drinking water quality for aluminum
The Minister of Health has set final guidelines for drinking water quality for aluminum as follows:
• the maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) for total aluminum in drinking water is 2.9 mg/L (2 900


μg/L) based on a locational running annual average of a minimum of quarterly samples taken in the
distribution system;


• the operational guidance (OG) value for total aluminum in drinking water is 0.100 mg/L (100 μg/L) to
optimize water treatment and distribution system operations. This value is based on a locational
running annual average.


Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb2


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Guidance document provides overview of the microbiological aspects of drinking water quality
On March 6, 2021, the Minister of Health gave notice that a guidance document on the microbiological
aspects of drinking water quality has been posted on the Water Quality website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-publications/water-quality.html


The document integrates the relevant microbiological considerations found in the various documents
developed as part of the “source-to-tap” approach used in the Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water
Quality (GCDWQ). The overview also summarizes 21 other guidelines that have an impact on
microbiological water quality.
For further information, the GCDWQ technical documents can be found on the Water Quality website,
as referenced above. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb3
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I


Proposed Greenhouse Gas Offset Credit System Regulations 
The Department of the Environment is developing a federal GHG offset credit system as part of the
Government's carbon pollution pricing system under section 195 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Pricing Act (GGPPA) in order to support Canada's actions to reduce GHG emissions. 
This system would consist of three main elements:
• regulations made under the Act to implement the operational aspects of the system;
• offset protocols to establish the methods for quantifying GHG reductions for given project types; and
• a credit and tracking system to register offset projects, issue and track offset credits, and share key


information through a public registry.
The proposed Regulations - made under section 195 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act
(GGPPA) - establish requirements for the operational aspects of the federal GHG offset credit system
to be administered by the Department. 
As reported in the March 1 issue of HSERA, the Department has identified and prioritized the four
project types described below for its initial protocol development, which it plans to begin in early 2021:
• Advanced refrigeration systems: A protocol for activities that reduce or avoid the use of fluorinated


refrigerants, such as hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), which have high global warming potential (GWP).
These activities may include installing new low-GWP refrigeration systems or substituting GHG-
intensive refrigerants with less GHG-intensive alternatives through the replacement or retrofitting of
existing refrigeration systems.


• Landfill methane management: A protocol for activities that reduce methane emissions from open or
closed landfill sites, such as the installation and operation of equipment to capture and destroy
methane.


• Improved forest management: A protocol for activities may include increasing rotation ages, thinning
diseased trees, managing competing brush, and stocking trees to maintain or enhance carbon
storage.


• Enhanced soil organic carbon: A protocol for sustainable agricultural land management activities
that reduce GHG emissions and enhance soil carbon sequestration on agricultural lands.


Impacts for project proponents
In all cases, project proponents would voluntarily participate in the federal offset system. The Minister
would issue offset credits to a project proponent for GHG reductions achieved by a registered offset
project for a given reporting period if the issuance criteria set out in the proposed Regulations are met.
Project proponents would assume costs in generating these credits. Upfront costs could include those
associated with feasibility studies, business development, acquiring capital and labour, and legal
services. They would have to satisfy the eligibility criteria, implement their projects in accordance with
federal protocols, and prepare and submit project reports that require verification. Costs associated with
verification would include costs incurred for periodic site visits by representatives from accredited third-
party verification bodies. There could also be ongoing costs associated with monitoring the permanence
of GHG reductions, depending on the type of project.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/reg1-eng.html


Related invitation to participate in Protocol Development
ECCC is seeking input on a volunteer basis from external technical experts with significant expertise related to offset project
development; greenhouse gas validation and verification; sector-based best management practices; offset protocol
development; and/or relevant academic research. Stakeholders and qualified persons are invited to send a completed
candidate profile form, as well as a CV and a signed personal information collection consent form to
ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca, with the subject line: “Candidacy Package for Roster of Technical Experts”.


Related webinar: Environment and Climate Change Canada will be holding a webinar to provide an overview of the proposed
regulations from from 1-4 pm EST on March 19, 2021. 
Register in advance at: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Y0Oe8_TBQlC4MjkiLU5Osw


More analysis appears in the March issue of our companion journal - Canadian Environmental Regulation and
Compliance News.
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Wildlife Area Regulations and the Environmental Violations
Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations
The objective of the proposed amendments is the protection and conservation, under Canadian law, of
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and a unique terrestrial ecosystem in the 14,218 km Edéhzhíe Dehcho
Protected Area. After the implementation of this regulatory change, entry into the Edéhzhíe national
wildlife area (NWA) would be prohibited under the Wildlife Area Regulations (WAR), except under
prescribed conditions and purposes. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/reg2-eng.html


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Reporting of greenhouse gases (GHGs) for 2020 
Reminder: Under the mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP), operators of
facilities that meet the criteria specified in an annually-issued notice are required to submit their
information to Environment and Climate Change Canada by June 1 of each year. 
This notice maintains the requirements of the two initial phases of the expansion of the GHGRP and
contains only minor changes from the previous year's notice (corrections and clarifications). 
Step-by-step instructions on how to comply are available on the Program website. Access the
February 13 Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/sup1-eng.html


Revised regulation lists information incorporated by reference into Canada’s
Packaging and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations
Final reminder: On February 3, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted a
newly-modified version of REGDOC-2.14.1, Volume I: Information Incorporated by Reference in
Canada’s Packaging and Transport of Nuclear Substances Regulations, 2015, Version 2.
The Regulations provide requirements for licences to transport nuclear substances, for transporting
nuclear substances and for record keeping. These regulatory requirements apply to all persons –
including nuclear facilities and CNSC licensees and applicants – who are transporting nuclear
substances or offering them for transport. Access the modifed regulations at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/published/html/regdoc2-14-1/index.cfm#wb-main


FEDERAL Announcements


Members of new National Net-Zero Advisory Board announced
On March 5, 2021, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change announced the four winners of the
latest Canadian Plastics Innovation Challenge. The following companies will each receive up to
$150,000 toward developing their solutions to address plastic waste:
• Magemi Mining Inc., in Markham, Ontario, is developing a durable recycled paper to serve as a


sustainable alternative to plastic packaging like grocery bags.
• CACITH Inc. (Tengiva), in Montréal, Quebec, is creating a network of recyclers to quantify textile


waste and find new markets for otherwise wasted materials.
• Met-Tech Inc., in Burlington, Ontario, is developing a low-cost process to recycle more textile waste


such as clothing.
• Singular Solutions Inc., in North York, Ontario, is developing a biosustainable additive that will cause


plastic textile waste to biodegrade in long-term-composting landfill facilities. 
Access release at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/03/government-of-canada-supports-innovative-made-in-canada-solutions-to-plastic-waste.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2021. The CMMP engagement
includes outreach to stakeholders in the mining and metals industry, Indigenous peoples, NGOs, and
academics to inform the development of action plans to operationalize the CMMP:
https://www.minescanada.ca/en
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


• Indian Oil and Gas Regulations - Phase II - consultations end on March 31, 2021: 
https://www.pgic-iogc.gc.ca/eng/1471964522302/1471964567990


• Consultations on amendments to the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations - consultations end on
March 31, 2021: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking your input on amendments to
the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations, in particular on transitional and temporary authorizations.
Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/amendments-wastewater-systems-effluent-regulations.html


• Radioactive Waste Policy Engagement. The engagement phase will last until March 31, 2021 with
the release of a modernized policy expected by Fall 2021. For more information, and to participate in
the policy review engagement process, visit: www.radwastereview.ca. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/11/canada-launches-radioactive-waste-policy-engagement.html


• Clean Fuel Standard - update: ECCC is now expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel class will be
finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. 
Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html 
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the
Federal Fuels Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


• Launch of the Food Labelling Coordination Policy Consultation - Comment deadline: April 3,
2021. The policy aims to provide the food industry with greater predictability and coordination for food
labelling changes. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/public-involvement-partnerships/consultation-proposed-joint-policy-statement-food-labelling-coordination.html


•  Training materials to support introduction of TDG training assessment and competency
standard: Transport Canada is currently developing guidance materials in concert with the Human
Resource Systems Group (HRSG) to support the introduction of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency”, which is scheduled to be incorporated by
reference into the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Part 6, later this year. 
To ensure that the guidance materials will be of value to industry, the TDG Directorate is soliciting
stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Species at Risk consultations - March 2021 update
Between February 27 and March 13, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species at
Risk Public Registry the documents listed below:
March 2021
2021-03-13 Description of critical habitat for the Sable Island Sweat Bee in the Sable Island Bird Sanctuary
2021-03-12 Recovery Strategy for the Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa), Boreal population, [Proposed]
2021-03-06 Description of Red-headed Woodpecker critical habitat in the Long Point National Wildlife Area and
Prince Edward Point National Wildlife Area
2021-03-05 Action Plan for the North Atlantic Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis) in Canada [Final Version]
2021-03-04 Notice of Opportunity for Ministerial Appointment National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk 
2021-03-04 Recovery Strategy for the Barn Owl (Tyto alba) Eastern Population in Canada [Final version]
2021-03-02 Species at Risk Policy on Recovery and Survival [Final Version]
2021-02-27 Description of critical habitat of Wood Turtle in Kouchibouguac National Park of Canada and La
Mauricie National Park of Canada.
For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - March 2021 update
-  March 5, 2021 — News Release — Joyce Lake Direct Shipping Iron Ore Project - Funding Available;
-  March 1, 2021 — News Release — The Government of Canada announces the Environmental Assessment Decision


for the Contrecoeur Port Terminal Expansion Project;
-  February 26, 2021 — News Release — Suncor Base Mine Extension Project - Comment Period on the Draft Tailored


Impact Statement Guidelines and Draft Public Participation Plan.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room-2020.html
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FEDERAL Management resources


Canadian Cyber Security Tool (CCST) can provide participants with a report offering advice and
guidance on securing infrastructure
The Canadian Cyber Security Tool (CCST) is a virtual self-assessment tool developed by Public Safety Canada in
collaboration with the Communications Security Establishment and its Canadian Centre for Cyber Security (Cyber
Centre). 
The tool is specifically designed for Canadian Critical Infrastructure (CI) owners and operators to take part in a
voluntary, short, and easy to use self-assessment that provides the participant with an overview of their
organization's operational resilience and cyber security posture, as well as comparative results across their sector.
The CCST is a condensed assessment of an organization's programs and practices that includes questions
related to cyber incidents the organization has experienced, as well as questions related to technical and program
resilience.
The self-assessment is divided into specific and clearly defined categories that are complemented by supporting
web links that provide additional guidance and information. It takes less than an hour to complete.
Upon completion, participants will receive a report which will provide them with advice and guidance related to
each cyber security theme discussed throughout the tool. Participants will also receive a score, based on
comparative results from other organizations’ responses.
To take advantage of this tool, contact Public Safety Canada at:
ps.cyberengagements-engagementscybernetiques.sp@canada.ca to request a username and password or for
additional information. Access more information on the CCST at:  
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cbr-scrt/cbr-scrt-tl/index-en.aspx


Related alert: On March 2, 2021 in the ongoing battle between threat actors and business enterprises, Microsoft identified a
state sponsored Chinese group code named Hafnium. This group is specifically targeting Microsoft Exchange servers that are
vulnerable due to a zero day attack that allows them to access data from your email system. 
Although all servers are affected, this group has been seen targeting industries including infectious disease researchers, law
firms, higher education institutions, defense contractors, policy think tanks and NGOs. Microsoft has identified four
vulnerabilities that affect Microsoft Exchange 2013, 2016 and 2019.  This software should be updated immediately.  
Additional information on the threat can be found at:https://warroom.rsmus.com/microsoft-exchange-cve-2021-26855/


Related Canadian and international security standards
On February 4, 2021, in response to the threat of hacking sensitive infrastructure, BC’s Oil and Gas Commission issued a
strong recommendation that all industry operators review the recommendations contained within the following key
documents:


• CSA Z246.1, Security Management for Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry Systems; 
• The NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Guide to Industrial Control Systems (ICS) Security; and 
• ANSI/CAN/UL 2900-1:2017, Software Cybersecurity for Network-Connectable Products.


Access bulletin, along with links, at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-recommends-operators-review-site-and-systems-security-practices-indb-2021-04/


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access
Bill along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf
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ALBERTA Gazette notices
February 13, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 21/2021: Potable Water Expiry Date Amendment Regulation
The expiry date outlined under Section 19 is extended from June 30, 2020 to June 30, 2022. Access
page 34 of the Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/03_Feb13_Part2.pdf
Alberta Regulation 29/2021: Conservation Easement Registration (Expiry Date
Extension) Amendment Regulation
The expiry date outlined under Section 6 is extended from April 30, 2020 to April 30, 2025. Access page
103 of the Gazette at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/03_Feb13_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Consultations


Coal policy consultations scheduled for March 29, 2021 
Reminder: Minister of Energy, Sonya Savage, announced recently that consultations on a new coal
policy for Alberta will begin on March 29, 2021. The policy review is in response to blowback the
government received following a decision taken last spring, without consultation, to revoke a 1976 policy
blocking open-pit coal mining on the peaks and eastern slopes of the Rockies. Stakeholders interested
in receiving regular updates about the process, future consultation sessions and how to participate can
submit their contact information to: alberta.ca/CoalEngagement.


Access related legal analysis and background: “Coal Law and Policy in Alberta, Part One: the Coal Policy and Its Legal
Status” by Nigel Bankes at: https://ablawg.ca/2021/02/08/coal-law-and-policy-in-alberta-part-one-the-coal-policy-and-its-legal-status/


EPR consultations still awaiting discussion paper
According to the latest information received by HSERA, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) planned
launch of consultations on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), announced recently by AEP senior
manager, Patrick Kane, are being extended to mid-April 2021. The plans call for a draft policy package
to be created with the goal of introducing an EPR regulatory framework by Summer 2021.
At press time, the government had yet to release a discussion paper.
For more information and an update, contact Heather von Hauff, Executive Director, Waste and Water
Policy, heather.vonhauff@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA  Management resources


AEP posts updated compliance materials and compilations
On March 12, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) gave notice that it had posted the following
information likely to be of interest to those involved in maintaining compliance with the province’s
Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Regulation (TIER):
· added compliance reporting forms for large emitter/opted-in facilities, aggregates using 2020 as a


benchmark year and aggregates using 2019 as a benchmark year;
· updates to the cost containment application form;
· a final Alberta Greenhouse Gas Quantification Methodologies for TIER 2020;
· a draft flaring chapter for comment;
· details of verification training and associated questions and answers.
The Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction (TIER) Regulation is Alberta’s industrial
greenhouse gas emissions pricing regulation and emissions trading system. Facilities regulated under
TIER must reduce emissions to meet facility benchmarks. TIER applies to about 60% of Alberta’s
emissions. Facilities that reduce emissions beyond their benchmark can generate emissions
performance credits. 
For more information, access the TIER webpage at:
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx


Related compliance workshops scheduled for March 19: In the morning AEP will host a session for large emitters and
opted-in facilities. In the afternoon AEP will host a session for aggregated conventional oil and gas facilities. Details are as
follows:
Large Emitter and Opt-in - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm - access the webinar via:
https://goa.zoom.us/j/93562065878?pwd=Y3hRR0tWL0M1R2ErRmpzSVIyclE2dz09
Aggregate Conventional Oil and Gas - 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm - access the webinar via:
https://goa.zoom.us/j/94950946979?pwd=ME1GNThZUlRPbDlQNWVJK0s3TlU3UT09
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ALBERTA  Management resources (continued)


AEP issues Alberta greenhouse gas quantification methodologies - Version 2.1
On March 1, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) issued Alberta greenhouse gas
quantification methodologies - Version 2.1. The technical bulletin describes quantification methodologies
for emissions, production and other reported data prescribed for facilities that are subject to the
Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Regulation (TIER) and the Specified Gas Reporting
Regulation (SGRR), to ensure accuracy and consistency across all facilities and sectors.
Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5d79b86b-7811-413f-88d8-acd36cb9d6d2/resource/d2eb40b9-03ed-4f6b-9abf-127cd761d8c7/download/aep-alberta-greenhouse-gas-quantification-methodologies-version-2-1-2021-03.pdf


Environmental assessment program: at a glance - status of current projects
On February 26, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) posted “Environmental assessment
program: at-a-glance status of current projects”. Access the resource at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/6b46b5b8-38a3-4383-bfc4-8fc178faff08/resource/ff41386d-4a94-43fd-978b-7fdf0c918abb/download/eia-ataglance-status-2021_02_26.pdf


Environmental Assessment (EA) - Suncor Energy Inc. Base Mine Extension
Updated on February 26, 2021, the resource features environmental assessment registry documents
pertaining to the proposed Suncor Energy Inc. Base Mine Extension. The Project consists of an oil sand
mine and associated activities as an extension of the Base Plant operation near Fort McMurray, Alberta.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-suncor-bmx


EA - Montem Resources Alberta Operations Ltd. Tent Mountain Project
Reminder: Updated on February 17, 2021, this resource features environmental assessment registry
documents pertaining to the proposed Montem Resources Alberta Operations Ltd. Tent Mountain
Project. For more information on the environmental assessment process visit ea.alberta.ca.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environmental-assessment-montem-tent-mountain


AEP business plan updated
Reminder: On February 25, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) posted its latest business plan.
The business plan includes a description of the ministry, desired outcomes, priority initiatives, and
performance measures and indicators. Current and forecast budgeting information for the planning period is
also included.
Access the plan at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environment-and-parks-business-plan


ALBERTA  Publications


EPO-EPEA-35819 issued to CP Rail to clean up potash spill at Crowsnest Lake
On March 11, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) issued an Environmental Protection Order
to Canadian Pacific Railway Company. The Order requires CP rail to “immediately and continuously”
act to prevent potash resulting from a February 12, 2021 railcar derailment from entering the water, bed
and shore of Crowsnest Lake and submit daily written reports related to clean-up of the spill.
Access the Order at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/313e164c-e2d7-49fb-bdc1-0faf47aa1165/resource/7dd99c56-23e2-4a5f-833d-f2fa820a03ae/download/epo-epea-35819.pdf


EO-2012/01-NR issued to Greenways Inc. to address hazardous wastes
On March 9, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) issued an Environmental Protection Order
to Greenways Inc. and Peter Greenways to immediately cease generating, storing and disposing of
hazardous waste at their facility pending the submission of prescribed written plans for waste storage,
disposal and site remediation. Access details of the Order at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/d09d8f95-75f7-4e85-8e21-ea10dda34a17/resource/9e2987dc-8539-4268-ac58-042d5112140a/download/greenways-epea-eo-2012-01-nr.pdf


Water Management Order no. WMO-WA-35699 issued to Alberta Transportation
On March 2, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) issued a Water Management Order
requiring Alberta Transportation to undertake various works on culverts etc. by March 31, 2021 to
prevent spring flooding at the Soda Lake watercourse crossing located on Highway 897. Access the
Order at:https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/a41c7a61-4f42-406e-989b-e1585428307b/resource/6d96af65-0d90-4fae-85fc-70b5ad01c3ae/download/wmo-wa-35699.pdf


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019, S.B.C. 2019, c.19 are now in force - effective
February 1, 2021. The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage 13
Amendments) will affect the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for
specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. Among other things:
Section 1: [EMA s.39]: repeals the definition of "contaminated site relocation agreement";
Section 2: [EMA s.55]:


• repeals the requirement that a person enter into a contaminated soil relocation agreement before     
relocating contaminated soil from a contaminated site and repeals related processes;


• prohibits a person from removing soil from a site used for a specified industrial or commercial use 
unless the person has analyzed the soil and provided notice; and


• imposes restrictions on the deposit of soil at a site if the soil was removed from a site used for a 
specified industrial or commercial use.


Section 3: [EMA s.55.1]: requires an owner of a site to prepare plans, and carry out actions, to
prevent, contain, control and monitor adverse effects on environment and human health if the amount
of relocated industrial or commercial site soil located at the site is greater than a prescribed amount.
Section 8: [ [Transition – ongoing contaminated soil relocation agreements].
Access Bill 3 at: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


Related item: Effective February 1, 2021, Section 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended by
repealing the definitions of "decommission a site", "site profile form" and "summary of site condition form".  Access B.C.
Reg.161/2020 at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n12_161-2020


Access related commentary: “Redevelopment of Land in B.C. – New Contaminated Sites Reporting Requirements”,
authored by Jennifer S. Nyland and Will J. Shaw of Lawson Lundell LLP, as posted on January 25, 2021 at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/real-estate-law-blog/redevelopment-of-BC-land-new-contaminated-sites-reporting-requirements?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=LinkedIn-integration


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Proposed Bylaw 1083 amendments introduce substantial increases to Air
Quality Permit and Regulatory Fees in Metro Vancouver 
Reminder: Metro Vancouver is seeking feedback on proposed changes to fees charged to permitted
and regulated dischargers of air contaminants. The proposal involves several changes to Bylaw 1083
(Greater Vancouver Regional District Air Quality Management Fees Regulation Bylaw No. 1083, 2008)
to encourage emission reductions of harmful air contaminants, and to ensure fees promote continuous
improvement.
In recognition that the proposed fees may result in substantial increases for some businesses,
increases in fees would be introduced in two stages (one in 2022 and then three years later in 2025).
Key changes were outlined in the March 1 issue of HSERA.
Metro Vancouver invites feedback by April 30, 2021 through consultation opportunities featured on
Metro Vancouver’s website (search for “air quality fees consultation”), or by email to
AQBylaw@metrovancouver.org.
Access the full text of AQ Regulation 1083 (this is the current bylaw WITHOUT the proposed
amendments) at:  
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/Bylaws1/GVRD_Bylaw_1083-Unofficial_Consolidation.pdf
Access Discussion Paper of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-Fee-ChangeDiscussionPaper.pdf
Access Summary of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-FeeChangeSummary.pdf?


Background: Under the BC Environmental Management Act, Metro Vancouver has the delegated authority to manage air
quality and control the discharge of air contaminants in the region and has the ability to set fees to recover the cost of air
quality management services. All businesses that discharge air contaminants in Metro Vancouver are required to comply
with a Metro Vancouver permit, regulation or approval. Metro Vancouver expends substantial resources in developing and
promoting compliance with permits and regulations.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Reports


Bilateral Working Group issues report on transboundary water monitoring
The final reports of the BC-Alaska Transboundary Rivers Monitoring Program were recently released,
concluding that these transboundary rivers, watersheds, and fisheries continue to support and sustain
aquatic life in conjunction with mining and other land use activities. 
With the BWG’s approval of the final reports, the BC-Alaska Transboundary Rivers Monitoring Program
has now concluded its work. Access reports at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-mining/compliance-enforcement/bc-alaska-transboundary-waters/water-quality-monitoring


*
MANITOBA No new environment-related entries
A list of Bills currently being considered in the legislature was provided in the February 1, 2021 edition
of HSERA. A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


*
NEW BRUNSWICK No new environment-related entries.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*
NOVA SCOTIA No new environment-related entries.


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021, Passed Second Reading: March 2, 2021.
Bill 245 is an omnibus bill that includes the proposed enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act,
2021 which would amalgamate an existing cluster of five land and environmental tribunals into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). The OLT will merge the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal
(LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the Conservation Review Board, the Mining and
Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation. As such, Bill 245 would appear to overhaul the manner in
which administrative appeals from environmental decisions are to be handled in Ontario. 
Access Bill 245 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 224, No Time to Waste Act (Plan for Climate Action and Jobs), 2020. Second Reading:
December 1, 2020. Lost on division. Among other things: 
Schedule 1 would enact the Climate Crisis Health Action Plan Act, 2020, which requires the Minister of
Health to develop and publish a strategic action plan that aims to ensure that Ontario’s public health
and health care systems are prepared for the health risks caused by the impacts of the climate crisis;
establish the Climate Crisis and Health Secretariat; and establish a science advisory board to advise
the Minister. 
Schedule 3 enacts the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis Act, 2020, which establishes the Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis, whose mandate is to develop a comprehensive proposal to address
climate-change related threats facing the province. Access Bill 224 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-
business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-224


- 11 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, March 15, 2021







ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments to multiple Acts, this omnibus Bill
sanctions controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act -
and particularly with matters dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding
development permits.
Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which, conservation authorities claim,
“could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes against their provincially-
delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment”.
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229
Access Conservation Ontario’s summary of proposed amendments at:
https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/Members_Advocacy_Priorities/CAAct_Summary_of_Proposed_Amendments__Implications_for_CA_Boards_Nov11.pdf


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Passed
Second Reading on February 23, 2021 and referred to committee. This Private Member’s Bill requires
persons who sell, offer to sell or construct floating docks, floating platforms or buoys to ensure that any
expanded or extruded polystyrene in the dock, platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222


ONTARIO  Consultations
RPRA seeking feedback on Industry Advisory Council
The Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks recently directed the province’s Resource
Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) to establish an Industry Advisory Council to provide advice to
the Authority on its business plan and fee setting. 
The Authority is seeking feedback on the Council’s proposed Terms of Reference until March 19, 2021. 
The RPRA was created in November 2016 to support the transition to a circular economy and a waste-free
Ontario. 
Under the Waste Diversion Transition Act, 2016 (WDTA), the Authority oversees two waste diversion
programs – Blue Box and Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste (MHSW) – and their eventual wind-
up. Under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016 (RRCEA), the Authority enforces
individual producer responsibility (IPR) requirements for producers of Tires, Batteries, and Electrical and
Electronic Equipment. For more information visit: https://rpra.ca/about-us/advisory-councils/


Government consulting on extending Ontario’s Greenbelt
The Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is seeking feedback on ways to grow the size and
further enhance the quality of the Greenbelt, with a priority of:
- a study area of lands focussed on the Paris Galt Moraine, which is home to critical groundwater resources;


and
- attracting ideas for adding, expanding and further protecting urban river valleys.
The Ministry posted a notice on the Environmental Registry on February 17, 2021 (ERO # 019-3136). The
comment deadline is April 19, 2021.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3136


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


April 30 deadline to submit 2020 data for blue box funding services
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) has given notice that the
deadline for programs to submit data for the 2020 Datacall is April 30, 2021. All Ontario programs
providing recycling services must complete the Datacall to be eligible for Blue Box funding.
Visit the RPRA website for more information and resources, including FAQs and an interactive training
tool at: https://rpra.ca/programs/about-the-datacall/
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ONTARIO Compliance alerts (continued)


O. Reg. 663/20 reporting requirements covering renewable content requirements for
gasoline and diesel fuels to take effect by March 31
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. Consult the full text of the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Updated flare modelling guidance under the local air quality regulation
ERO # 019-2761; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on March 12, 2021; Comment deadline: April 26, 2021
The ministry is proposing to update the Flare Modelling Technical Bulletin to include an approach for
modelling a phenomenon known as stack tip/flame downwash, which can occur under certain flare
operating conditions.
This new approach, known as the momentum flux ratio approach, would allow regulated facilities to
better account for the unique properties and behavior of flares based on a thorough review of the
latest peer review science on flare behaviour.
Facilities will be able to use this new approach to model the stack tip/flame downwash phenomenon
once they obtain ministry approval under section 7(1) of the Local Air Quality regulation (O. Reg.
419/05). See previous EBR notice: 012-4164 Air Dispersion Modelling Guideline for Ontario at
https://ero.ontario.ca/archive/012-4164. 
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2761


• Ontario Critical Minerals Framework Discussion Paper
ERO # 019-3281; posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on March 10, 2021; Comment deadline: May 9, 2021.
The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines released a discussion paper for public
consultation to help the ministry develop Ontario’s first-ever critical minerals strategy.
Access the discussion paper at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/CM_StrategyFramework_DiscussionPaper_02032021_Accessible_EN%20FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3281


• Cedar Creek Provincial Park Management Planning
ERO # 019-0061; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; updated on March 9, 2021.
This proposal notice was updated on March 9, 2021 to advise the public that this file is still under
active review. The ministry is reviewing the comments it has received to date. The original proposal
date and comment period have not been altered. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0061


• Proposed changes to Minister’s zoning orders and the Planning Act
ERO # 019-3233; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on March 4, 2021; Comment deadline: April 3, 2021
Through Schedule 3 of Bill 257 (the proposed Bill 257, Supporting Broadband and Infrastructure
Expansion Act, 2021) it is proposed to amend the Planning Act, so that a Minister’s zoning order would
not have to be consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement. This proposed amendment would not
apply to lands located within the Greenbelt Area.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3233


• Proposed implementation of provisions in the Planning Act that provide the Minister
enhanced authority to address certain matters as part of a zoning order
ERO # 019-2811; decision notice posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on March 4, 2021
No changes are proposed to the enhanced minister’s zoning authority. The notice says the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing will exercise discretion, on a case by case basis, in using the authority,
which many have criticized as being too broad and open to the possible influence by developers.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2811
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposal for a declaration order to exempt Stelco Inc’s proposed 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station from the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO # 019-2724; proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on February 17, 2021; 
Comment deadline: March 19, 2021
Stelco Inc. has requested a declaration order from the ministry that would exempt the planning,
designing, establishing, constructing, operating, changing, expanding and retiring of a 262.5 kilovolt
transformer station, located at its Lake Erie Works facility in Nanticoke, Ontario, from the requirements
of the Environmental Assessment Act. For more details, access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2724


• Amendments to the Transitional Operating Agreement between the Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks and the Resource Productivity and Recovery
Authority (RPRA)
ER0 # 019-2886; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 12, 2021; Comment deadline: March 29, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing a number of amendments designed primarily to increase
ministerial oversight of the RPRA through activities such as establishing formal quarterly reporting;
requiring RPRA to disclose compensation of its board and specific employees, and requiring RPRA to
provide summaries related to procurement decisions.
Access the amended draft operating agreement at:
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2020-12/Operating%20Agreement%20-%20proposed%20amendments%20-%20December%202020.pdf


Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2886


• Amendment to Ontario Regulation 239/13 to remove the 10-day registry waiting period
for existing shore land erosion control structures
Regulatory regiser posting; Proposal # 21-MNRF008 posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on February 12, 2021;
Comment deadline: March 29, 2021
The proposed amendment to Section 8 of Ontario Regulation 239/13 would reduce the waiting period
from 10 to zero days between registration and commencement of work for the maintenance, repair or
replacement of designated shore land erosion control structures. Access the Regulatory Register
posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=X9G49ogCKz-EbOdNgqczFsE?language=en&postingId=36167 


• Proposed producer responsibility regulation for Hazardous and Special Products 
ER0 # 019-2836; Regulation proposed under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016; Posted by Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks; on February 11, 2021; Comment deadline: March 28, 2021.
Reminder: On February 11, 2021, the Ontario Ministry posted a proposal summarizing its plans to
transition the management of all materials currently managed under the Municipal Hazardous or
Special Waste (MHSW) Program to a new producer responsibility regulation by June 30, 2021.  
The main purpose of the new proposed Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation is to make
producers environmentally accountable and financially responsible for collecting and managing HSPs
at end-of-life - including a requirement to manage mercury-containing devices. 
The proposed regulation would require producers to: establish free collection networks for consumers;
manage all collected materials properly, including meeting procedures for recycling or disposal;
provide promotion and education materials to increase awareness; register, report, provide
audited/verified sales data, keep records and meet other requirements; and transparently reflect any
related charges that are intended to be passed on to consumers.
Access the ERO notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2836
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess
Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) which includes rules and new standards that encourage
reuse of excess soil. The ministry is interested in feedback from qualified persons who undertake
environmental site assessment work to support the submission of RSCs for filing on the Environmental Site
Registry. 
Access ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry has completed its public consultation and has used the comments received to
further revise the guidance document. The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the
updated guidance reflects the need of stakeholders. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part
XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act document to align it with latest regulatory requirements and best
practices related to brownfields risk assessment. This Procedures document also contains plain language
guidance for risk assessment practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk
assessment work and prepare risk assessment reports. Access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 13, the Water Act. The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June
16, 2021. Four regulations needed initially to implement the Act were published on February 22, 2021.
They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment


and
• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Under these regulations all water wells drawing above the level of domestic household consumption
will require a permit. Under the changes:
• the government’s water withdrawal policy for healthy stream flow and aquatic environments is included 
defining acceptable levels needed to allow or prohibit extraction;


• the minister can require a drought contingency plan for selected, large water withdrawal programs;
• a provision is made for the construction of high capacity wells for research purposes; and,
• a provision is made to grandfather existing clusters of low capacity wells used for agricultural 
irrigation (e.g. holding ponds); however, no new clusters that have the same impact as a high-capacity    
well will be permitted. 


The regulations continue to be available online for public comment at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
Sanctioned: February 17, 2021. Among other things, the Bill:
- proposes that the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new 
register compiling information on areas that, while not designated as protected areas, are covered 
by other effective conservation measures;


- introduces a new land use assignment mechanism for areas situated north of the 49th parallel;
- amends the procedure for designating protected areas, in particular by eliminating the procedure 
for granting temporary protection as a preliminary step; and


- introduces two new protected area protection statuses, namely, “protected area with sustainable 
use” and “marine reserve”, and withdraws the “aquatic reserve” status.
Access Bill 46 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Committee clause-by-clause consideration, last sitting held: February
11, 2021. The bill amends the Act respecting land use planning and development in order to, among
other things, grant regional county municipalities the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk
management. 
Access Bill 67 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Adopted in principle on: November 11, 2020; currently in Committee for
clause-by-clause consideration. Last sitting: February 11, 2021. Among other things, this bill
amends the Act to give the Government the power to require any organization that generates
residual materials by their activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit
system and underwrite the financing of those systems. The bill also gives the Government the power
to mandate a non-profit body to take on the responsibility for developing, implementing and financing
a product stewardship plan. 
Access Bill 65 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Assent:
December 11, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure
projects while conferring on the Autorité des marchés publics a greater role in monitoring the public
contracts arising from those projects. 
Access Bill 66 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• An Act to set a standard for the maximum concentration of manganese in drinking
water. First Reading: December 9, 2020. The Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water is
amended accordingly to specify that drinking water cannot contain more than 0.06 milligrams of
manganese per litre. Access via: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/recherche/recherche-avancee.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Assent: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework
policy and creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and
strategies. The bill also amends the rules governing the Green Fund, which it renames the
“Electrification and Climate Change Fund”, which is to be exclusively dedicated to the financing of
measures to combat climate change. Access Bill 44 text and details of progress at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
See also the final text published in Gazette Officielle notice on February 10, 2021 at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2106-A.PDF


Keep up-to-date with the day-to-day progress of Quebec Bills at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projets-loi-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances repeals current
provisions for determining projects eligible for offset credits 
The draft Regulation - made under “An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against
climate change and to promote electrification” changes the regulatory framework for offset credits to
reflect the draft Regulation respecting landfill methane reclamation and destruction projects eligible for
the issuance of offset credits and the draft Regulation respecting halocarbon destruction projects
eligible for the issuance of offset credits, (also published in the Gazette officielle du Queb́ec of 3 March
2021 - see below).
It repeals the current provisions for determining the projects eligible for offset credits, the provisions
setting the conditions and methods applicable to such projects, and the provisions governing the
information and documents that must be kept by the promoter or submitted to the Minister and that
may be published by the Minister. 
All these provisions will now be included in the other regulations referred to above. 
In addition, the draft Regulation removes the exclusion for the biomass and biomass fuel component
of fuels distributed by emitters when calculating the threshold that renders fuel distributors subject to
the Regulation.
The analysis of the regulatory impact of the draft Regulation shows that new fuel distributors subject to
the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances (chapter
Q-2, r. 46.1), will have to register for the system and have their greenhouse gas emissions report
verified. For details, access the draft regulation at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104898.pdf


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits 
The draft Regulation sets out, in a manner consistent with the amendments introduced by the draft
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission
allowances (above), the conditions under which a halocarbon destruction project will be eligible for the
issuance of offset credits  It also contains the general conditions that apply to such a project.
The draft Regulation also defines the methods to be used to quantify the greenhouse gas emission
reductions attributable to an eligible project, as well as the contents of the project report that the
promoter must produce for each reporting period for emission reductions. Access the Gazette Notice
(page 815) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104892.pdf


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Landfill methane reclamation and destruction projects eligible for the issuance of 
offset credits 
The draft Regulation sets out, in a manner consistent with the amendments introduced by the draft
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission
allowances, the conditions on which a project to reclaim or destroy methane from a landfill site will be
eligible for the issuance of offset credits. For full details access the Gazette Notice (page 862) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104891.pdf 


*
SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


March 5, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations, 2021.
The Gazette Notice features amendments to the regulations designating wildlife habitats and
ecological lands. For details, access the Gazette Notice via:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111981
Access recent issues of the Gazette at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/search-pubs#q=Gazette%202021&sort=relevancy&f:@pubsproductstatussubl_coveofacets_6=[Active]
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THE TERRITORIES Northwest Territories - announcements


Canada and Deĺın̨e ̨Got'ın̨e ̨Government sign historic Governance Agreement in support
of the Great Bear Lake Remediation Project
On February 24, 2021, the Minister of Northern Affairs, the Honourable Daniel Vandal, and Ɂek'wahtıd̨ǝ́
Leeroy Andre, of the Deĺın̨e ̨Got'ın̨e ̨Government, announced the signing of a Governance Agreement
that will allow the two governments to work in partnership to oversee all aspects of the Great Bear Lake
Remediation Project in the Northwest Territories.
The agreement, which establishes a Deĺın̨e-̨Canada Remediation Management Committee and
Operations Committee, is the first step towards ensuring Deĺın̨e ̨community members have a say in
decisions about the clean-up of abandoned mine sites near their homes on Great Bear Lake. The
committees will also provide a forum for communication and engagement with Deĺın̨e ̨community
members as the governments work together to advance the project.
Access backgrounder on the project at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-indigenous-relations-northern-affairs/news/2021/02/great-bear-lake-remediation-project.html


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Announcements


Canada Energy Regulator – 2021–22 Departmental Plan tabled in Parliament
Reminder: On February 25, 2021 the Canada Energy Regulator posted notice that its 2021-22
Departmental Plan had been tabled in Parliament. Access the plan at:  
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/publications-reports/departmental-plan/2021-2022/canada-energy-regulator-2021-22-departmental-plan.pdf


FEDERAL Management resources


Canadian Energy Oil And Gas: Top 5 policy and legislative developments of 2020 
Reminder: On February 23, 2021, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP posted a summary of the top five
legislative developments affecting Canadian Energy Oil and Gas in 2020.
The summary addresses: the Federal Hydrogen Strategy; the Alberta Government’s Natural Gas
strategy; Alberta's framework for geothermal development; the Federal government’s proposed Clean
Fuel Regulations; and BC’s amendments to its contaminated sites regime. Companion articles in this
series deal with: judicial decisions, regulatory decisions, and transactions and trends. Access at: 
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/canadian-oil-and-gas-top-20-legislative-developments


ALBERTA Management resources


Information bulletin: Oil
On March 12, 2021, Alberta Energy updated its information bulletin on oil.
Access the update at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/information-bulletin-oil


Oil and Gas Conservation Rules
On March 1, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) posted an updated Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules regulation under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act.
The regulation establishes licencing and production standards for oil and gas extraction to encourage
the efficient development and conservation of Alberta’s oil and gas resources. This regulation enacts
rules governing well licencing and abandonment, drilling spacing units, blocks, projects, and holdings,
and other oil and gas production operations. It also establishes administrative standards for recording,
collecting, and reporting oil and gas well data. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=1971_151.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779823802
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ALBERTA Management resources (continued) 


Oil Sands Conservation Rules
On March 1, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) posted an updated regulation under the Oil
Sands Conservation Act. The regulation provides for requirements related to mining operations, in situ
operations, processing plants and other general rules. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/1988_076


ALBERTA AER announcements


March AER package releases 
Between March 1-5, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) posted the following information:
A Directive 087 package release including:
• Bulletin 2021-07 - New Well Integrity Directive; 
• Directive 087 - Well Integrity Management;
• Directive Forms for Directive 087.
An Operational Area and Voluntary Disclosure package release including:
• Bulletin 2021-06: Operational Changes to Regional Offices and Field Centres, Including Closures;
• Contact Us; 
• Regional Map; 
• Voluntary Self-Disclosure Form; and
• Voluntary Self-Disclosure Form Instructions and FAQs.
Access links to all the above from the AER website at: https://www.aer.ca


Bulletin 2021-07
Directive 087: Well Integrity Management
On March 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Directive 087: Well Integrity
Management. The new Directive - which replaces Interim Directive ID 2003-01 - contains testing,
reporting, and repair requirements for isolation packers, surface casing vent flows (SCVFs), gas
migration, and casing failures.
Important changes introduced by this new directive include the following:
* Isolation packers in class II injection and disposal wells can be tested triennially with additional


mitigations in place, instead of annually.
* Nonserious SCVFs can be tested in years one, two, and six with additional mitigations in place,


instead of every year for five years.
* Nonroutine repairs need approval after three failed attempts with additional mitigations in place,


instead of after one failed attempt.
Access the Directive at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/directive-087.pdf


Bulletin 2021-06
Operational changes to Regional Offices and Field Centres, including closures
On March 3, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced various operational changes to
Regional Offices and Field Centres, including closures. Access details at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-06


Bulletin 2021-05
Changes to the Exploration Regulation and Associated Directives 
On February 5, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that the Government of Alberta
has amended the Exploration Regulation under which AER regulates the geophysical industry in
Alberta. The amendments include the following:
• The contents of the former 26 exploration directives have been consolidated into a single Exploration


Directive.
• A number of procedural requirements have been transferred from the regulation into the directive.
• Some administrative changes have been made to the regulation, including clarifying requirements


around existing financial deposits.
Access the consolidated Exploration Directive at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/exploration-directive


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(NR 2021-02)
Collaborative gas migration research finds no statistical correlation with ‘fracking’  
On March 8, 2021, BC’s Oil and Gas Commission issued a news release claiming that a peer-
reviewed research project into gas migration in the oil and gas sector has produced some valuable
findings. The research, conducted as part of UBC’s Energy and Environment Research Initiative,
analyzed 70 years of data for 25,000 oil and gas wells. Gas migration was reported in approximately
0.6 per cent of the wells. Results found no statistical association between the occurrence of gas
migration and hydraulic fracturing. 
The study is published in the Elsevier Journal “Science of the Total Environment” at: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048969720382097?via%3Dihub.


(INDB 2021-10) 
OGC board approves new Oil and Gas Processing Facility Regulation
On March 4, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission Board approved a new Oil and Gas Processing
Facility Regulation (OGPFR). The OGPFR applies to gas processing plants, manufacturing plants and
new petroleum refineries in British Columbia. The regulation takes a comprehensive approach to
managing the complexities associated with these types of facilities, and encompasses the entire project
life of each facility. Among other things, the regulation will:
• establish transparent application requirements;
• stipulate design and construction requirements as well as pre-operation testing criteria:
• regulate operations in accordance with the engineering design, management system, and appropriate


codes and standards;
• stipulate record retention and production requirements;
• address the suspension, decommissioning, environmental site investigation, and removal of the facility


from the site; and requires the preparation of a remediation and restoration plan;
• move regulatory requirements for natural gas processing plants from the Drilling and Production


Regulation to the new OGPFR;
• require compliance with the methane reduction provisions of the Drilling and Production Regulation


(until a full transition is made to the OGPFR); and
• ensure application submissions contain information to support decision making that takes into account


those who might be affected by oil and gas activities, including requirements to consider Indigenous
knowledge (where Indigenous knowledge is made available) and, where required, a social and cultural
effects assessment.


The Commission is preparing a draft Oil and Gas Processing Facility Guideline to support
implementation of the OGPFR. Industry, Indigenous Nations, and local governments will have an
opportunity to comment, and will be advised when the draft Guideline is released later this month
(March, 2021).
Access bulletin at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-oil-and-gas-processing-facility-indb-2021-10/


(INDB 2021-09) 
OGC approves changes to the Consultation and Notification Regulation, Service Regulation
and the Fee, Levy and Security Reg.
On March 3, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission Board gave notice that it had approved changes to
the Consultation and Notification Regulation, Service Regulation and the Fee, Levy and Security
Regulation. These changes will come into effect on June 1, 2021. Among other things:
• the previous Consultation and Notification Regulation has been repealed and replaced with a new


“Requirements for Consultation and Notification Regulation”;
• the definition of “major amendment” under the Fee, Levy and Security Regulation has been


“streamlined”.
The Commission will be providing two industry training sessions, March 16 and March 23, 2021. In
order to attend, applicants must pre-register by e-mailing: Kristen.Parker@bcogc.ca. Access the bulletin
at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/regulation-changes-consultation-and-notification-regulation-service-regulation-fee-levy-and-security-regulation-indb-2021-09/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements (continued)


(INDB 2021-08) 
New Light Control Best Practices Guideline released
On March 2, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that it has developed a new best
practices guideline for the management of light emanating from oil and gas activities. This guideline is
intended to describe regulatory requirements for managing light emissions from well and facility
operations as set out in the Drilling & Production Regulation. In addition, the OGC says that the
International Commission on Illumination (CIE) 150 Guide on the Limitation of the Effects of Obtrusive
Light from Outdoor Lighting Installations can be used by permit holders for guidance on meeting the
requirement to not cause excessive emanation of light from well or facility operations. Access the
bulletin at: ttps://www.bcogc.ca/news/release-of-new-light-control-best-practices-guideline/


(INDB 2021-07) 
Commission posts updates to the Application Management System (AMS) 
On February 23, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission released the latest updates to its Application
Management System (AMS). Among other things, a new question has been added to the “Changes in
and about a Stream” application for notification under s.39 of the Water Sustainability Regulation as per
INDB 2021-06 (below).
An AMS March 2021 Release Guide that further explains these changes, will be available by March 9,
2021 on the Commission’s website at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/energy-professionals/application-documentation/ams-system-guidance/
The changes take effect on March 9, 2021. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/updates-to-the-application-management-system-indb-2021-07/


(INDB 2021-06) 
New Habitat Officer designation will allow ‘changes in and about a stream’
applications to be submitted directly through the BC OGC’s AMS
Reminder: On February 22, 2021, BC Oil and Gas Commission staff received a new designation from
the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) under
the province’s Water Sustainability Regulation (WSR).
Pursuant to 36(1) of the WSR, the Commission now has staff designated as Habitat Officers. As a
result, applicants proposing activities constituting an “authorized change”, per section 39 of the WSR,
can submit their notification(s) directly to the Commission.
In order to submit a notification of change in and about a stream to the Commission, applicants must
submit a “Changes in and about a stream application” through the Commission’s Application
Management System (AMS). Applicants must indicate in the Application Description section of AMS that
the application meets the requirements for notification under section 39 of the WSR. In addition,
applicants will need to upload a project description that states how their activities are consistent with an
authorized change set out in section 39 of the WSR, including relevant conditions.
Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/commission-staff-receive-new-habitat-officer-designation-indb-2021-06/


(INDB 2021-05) 
Adoption of Local Magnitude Determination as measure of seismicity
Reminder: On February 10, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission gave notice that it has adopted the
local magnitude determination methodology - outlined by Babaie Mahani and Kao, 2020 - as the
magnitude standard for northeast BC and for regulatory decisions.
The adoption of a local magnitude standard and the recent deployment of additional seismograph
stations in northeast BC, reflects the Commission’s commitment to a continual focus on research and
understanding of induced seismicity. 
An extended abstract on this subject has been published in the CSEG RECORDER at:
https://csegrecorder.com/articles/view/determination-of-local-magnitude-for-induced-earthquakes-in-the-wcsb.
Access the Bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/adoption-of-local-magnitude-determination-indb-2021-05/


*
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MANITOBA - No new entries for this issue
*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR - No new entries for this issue


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion Program
ER0 # 019-3191; posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on February 22, 2021; Comment deadline: April 8, 2021.
The government seeks feedback on its proposals to extend the Natural Gas Expansion Program - a
program that provides financial support to help natural gas companies expand natural gas distribution in
communities that are not currently connected to the natural gas system in particular in rural, northern, and
Indigenous communities in Ontario.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3191


• Proposed Revision to Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Leave to Construct Cost
Threshold for Hydrocarbon Pipelines
ER0 # 019-3041; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The Ministry is proposing to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon pipelines that require Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval through its Leave to Construct process from $2 million to $10 million. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3041
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• Proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 (Definitions and Exemptions) under the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 to exempt certain electricity transmission projects
from Section 92 (Leave to Construct) approval
ER0 # 019-3038; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The government is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 to exempt certain electricity
transmission projects that are not expected to have a significant ratepayer impact from the requirement to
obtain Section 92 (electricity Leave to Construct) approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3038
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines is reviewing Ontario’s long-
term energy planning framework with a view to implementing a new, more
transparent, predictable, and reliable planning process
ER0 # 019-3007; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 27, 2021; Comment deadline: April 27, 2021.
The government is proposing to refocus Ontario’s long-term energy planning framework to increase the
effectiveness, transparency and accountability of energy decision-making in Ontario by empowering
independent, agency-led planning through organizations such as the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). To achieve this objective, the ministry is considering
revoking the provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 related to long term energy plans, implementation
directives and implementation plans. ENDM is also considering whether the IESO and the OEB have the
appropriate mandates and authorities to undertake an expanded planning and resource acquisition role.
This could include the development of a new approval or review process for certain types of government
policy-decisions. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3007


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


New energy projects to reduce methane emissions
Reminder: The Saskatchewan Government recently announced support for three new projects that
will reduce methane emissions.
The projects qualify for the Saskatchewan Petroleum Innovation Incentive (SPII) and the Oil and Gas
Processing Investment Incentive (OGPII). Full details at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/january/26/new-energy-projects-to-reduce-methane-emissions
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Standards, codes and guidelines


Environmental Quality guidelines


• Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
On February 9, 2021, the federal government posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage
outlining both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


• W210 - Prioritization of flood risk in existing communities (new standard)
This Standard outlines voluntary guidance associated with a flood hazard and vulnerability screening
framework. The purpose of the screening framework is to aid in the process of prioritizing flood risk-
reduction work within existing communities. This Standard provides: a guide to users; references to
related publications; definitions for use in the standard; a description of flood mechanisms; context of
climate change considerations; approaches to prioritizing flood resilience works; and an overview of
possible best practices. Contact: brian.zupancic@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 10, 2021. Review end date: April 10, 2021. Review table of contents and
access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4102


CSA and ISO standards update


• CSA standard for First Aid Kit requirements being adopted across Canada
As part of a wider harmonization initiative, a number of provinces have introduced legislation and/or directives
requiring the provision of CSA First aid kits as referenced in CSA Z1220-17 “First aid kits for the workplace”.
These are listed as follows:
•  Manitoba: Effective November 23, 2018. Link: https://www.gov.mb.ca/labour/safety/wsh_harmonization.html
•  New Brunswick: Effective May 29, 2020. Link: https://ohsguide.worksafenb.ca/topic/firstaid.html
•  Quebec: Effective March 17, 2021. Link:


https://www.cnesst.gouv.qc.ca/fr/prevention-securite/secourisme-enmilieu-travail/materiel-premiers-secours
•  Saskatchewan: Effective April 1, 2021. Link to relevant regulation:


https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download
•  Newfoundland & Labrador: Effective January 1, 2022. 


Link: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2020/dgsnl/0910n03/
•  Northwest Territories and Nunavut: Effective January 1, 2022. Link:


https://www.wscc.nt.ca/sites/default/files/documents/Safety%20Sheet%20-%20First%20Aid%20Kits%20-%20EN.pdf
•  Ontario: Accepts either current WSIB kits or new CSA first aid kits. Link: https://www.wsib.ca/en/firstaid
•  Federal: Federal entities remain under Federal guidelines.


• Z259.2.2 - Self-retracting devices re: fall-protection systems (amendment)
This Standard specifies the requirements for all self-retracting devices (SRDs) used as connecting
components in fall-protection systems. The Standard outlines requirements for marking products and
providing instructions that will inform the worker of performance limitations, inspection, maintenance,
and hazards associated with misuse. Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review end date: April
10, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4097


Related item: A new edition of Z259.16 - Design of active fall-protection systems was the subject of a recent review
period, ending on February 17, 2021.  


- 23 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, March 15, 2021







CSA and ISO standards update (continued)
• ISO 13857 - Safety of machinery - Safety distances to prevent hazard zones being reached
by upper and lower limbs (New Edition)
This document establishes values for safety distances in both industrial and non-industrial
environments to prevent machinery hazard zones being reached. The safety distances are
appropriate for protective structures. It also gives information about distances to impede free access
by the lower limbs. Because it is not practical to specify safety distances for all persons, the values
presented are intended to cover the 95th percentile of the population. Contact:
andrea.holbeche@csagroup.org Review end date: April 10, 2021.
Access Draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4098


• CSA  Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation
Review table of contents and access Draft (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4108. Review end date: April 13, 2021. 
For more information, contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org.


Related: Implementation Guideline for CSA Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation. This guide is available for review
on the CSA site until April 13, 2021. Access Draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4107. For more information,
contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org


Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards


• New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021. See associated advisory at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


• New standard for dangerous goods training to be incorporated into TDG Regulations
Reminder: As reported earlier in HSERA, Transport Canada is currently moving forward with
regulatory work to support the incorporation of the first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency” into Part 6 of the TDG Regulations. Access
the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Access the site
at: https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access


Workplace environment 
health and safety
INTERNATIONAL Notices


EPA registers copper surfaces for residual use protection against Coronavirus
On February 10, 2021, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that certain copper alloys
provide long-term effectiveness against viruses, including SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. 
As a result of EPA’s approval, products containing these copper alloys can now be sold and distributed in the US
with claims that they kill certain viruses that come into contact with them. This is the first product with residual
claims against viruses to be registered for use nationwide. Testing to demonstrate this effectiveness was
conducted on harder-to-kill viruses.
Release at: https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-registers-copper-surfaces-residual-use-against-coronavirus
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FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent OHS-related Bills


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. Access
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading: February 17, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend compassionate care
leave provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave to which an
employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Gazette notices
February 27, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 22
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. 
Access the GazetteNotice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nl4


February 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders were recently updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-19. The O-
I-Cs and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into


Canada from any Country Other than the United States):
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-eng.html#da2


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into
Canada from the United States): https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-eng.html#db1


• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations): https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-20/html/order-decret-eng.html#dc


Editor’s note: Minor errors contained in these orders were corrected in the February 27 edition of the Gazette at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-27/html/index-eng.html


FEDERAL Consultations


Health Canada consulting on the Consumer Product Exclusion in the Hazardous Products Act 
Health Canada’s Workplace Hazardous Materials Bureau is currently examining the consumer products
exclusion under the Hazardous Products Act (HPA). Specifically, Health Canada is looking to engage
stakeholders and partners to understand concerns, if any, that the consumer product exclusion may pose
from a workers’ protection perspective. A survey was provided to Responsible Distribution® Canada (RDC)
on February 9, 2021, for dissemination to its members. Access survey at: http://whmis.org/survey/ 
The deadline for submitting commentary and recommendations is March 23, 2021.


FEDERAL Management resources


McCarthy Tetrault posts COVID-19 Recovery And Re-opening tracker
The regularly-updated resource summarizes the recovery and re-opening measures which have been
announced to date in each jurisdiction across Canada. 
Access at: https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/articles/covid-19-recovery-and-re-opening-tracker
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FEDERAL Management resources (continued)


CANUTEC – free Emergency Response Guidebook 2020 (ERG 2020) now available
A new Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG 2020) provides first responders with a go-to handbook to
help first responders in making critical decisions at the scene of an accident. Canadian Transportation
Emergency Centre's (CANUTEC) goal is to have a guide in every public emergency service vehicle coast to
coast in Canada. For more information, accessTransport Canada’s page on the Emergency Response
Guidebook at: https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/2020-emergency-response-guidebook
Download the PDF version of the 2020 guidebook at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/2020-emergency-response-guidebook-pdf-version
Access Video overview of the 2020 Emergency Response Guidebook at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/overview-emergency-response-guidebook-erg-2020


Health Canada statement on the list of disinfectants for use against COVID-19
Health Canada has published a statement on the list of disinfectants with evidence for use against COVID-19
webpage indicating that the disinfectants on this list are expected to be effective against all strains of SARS-CoV-
2, as genetic changes to the virus are unlikely to impact the efficacy of disinfectants.
Access the list at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/disinfectants/covid-19/list.html


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Transport Canada stands firm on ELD compliance deadline
Transport Canada has reaffirmed the compliance deadline for using electronic logging devices. As of
June 12, 2021, all carriers operating in Canada, who are currently required to use paper or electronic
records of duty status, will be required to use a certified ELD.
Canada is currently working on training materials for their inspectors, and expects to be doing some sort
of in-service training for the ELD rule this spring. For more information, access the full text of source
article at: https://www.truckinginfo.com/10137477/transport-canada-stands-firm-on-eld-deadline


CVSA Roadcheck set for May 4-6 
As noted previously in HSERA, the US-based Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has set May
4-6, 2021 for this year’s International Roadcheck. Over that 72-hour period, commercial motor vehicle
inspectors in jurisdictions throughout Canada, Mexico and the US will check drivers’ operating
credentials, hours-of-service documentation, seat belt usage, and test for alcohol and/or drug
impairment. Release: https://www.cvsa.org/news/2021-international-roadcheck/


*


ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill
amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation
Act. Changes to the WCA will come into force on April 1, 2021, while the new OHSA will come into force on
proclamation (exact date yet to be announced).


The new Occupational Health and Safety Act
A March 4 analysis by Michelle S. Jones and Jennie Buchanan of Lawson Lundell LLP, highlights five
major changes to the regulatory framework resulting from the new Occupational Health and Safety
Act:
1. The employer’s duty to non-workers is narrowed.
2. Less prescriptive requirements instituted for committees and programs.
3. Expansion of an employer’s duty to report and investigate workplace incidents. 
4. A worker’s right to refuse dangerous work is refined.
5. The variance process is simplified.


Each of these elements is expanded and explained in the Lawson Lundell LLP commentary at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/the-new-occupational-health-and-safety-act
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ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills (continued)


Alberta’s new Workers’ Compensation Act
Bill 47 also makes significant changes to the WCA, which is due to take effect on April 1, 2021. The
highlights of the WCA are as follows:
1. New obligations relating to reinstatement and continuation of benefits.
2. Changes to compensation payable to injured workers (now in force).
3. Reduced limitation period for appeals.
4. Dissolution of independent review bodies.
Each of these elements is expanded and explained in the Lawson Lundell LLP commentary at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/changes-to-the-alberta-workers-compensation-act


ALBERTA Management resources


• COVID-19: Complying with workplace masking requirements: Masks are mandatory in all
indoor workplaces and facilities outside the home, except when working: alone in an office, or in a
safely distanced cubicle or with a barrier in place. This requirement:
• applies to all employees, customers, visitors, delivery personnel and contractors,
• includes any location where employees are present in-person,
• includes all workplace locations where masks won’t pose a safety risk,
• does not change current student mask requirements in schools.
Workplace masking requirements may change. Visit COVID-19: Mask requirements at:
https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx for the latest information.


• COVID-19 incidents: Reporting to Alberta Occupational Health and Safety: This
resource gives an overview of Alberta Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) incident reporting
requirements with respect to operating during the COVID-19 pandemic. Access the resource at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1b6841ac-9ef8-44a8-8a38-eaf0a1b7cc52/resource/01431d91-884a-4b20-be2b-0700b3710c54/download/lbr-covid-19-incidents-reporting-to-alberta-occupational-health-safety-2021-01.pdf


• COVID-19 publications by industry: This collection of documents shows what industries and
other governments are doing to address COVID-19. Access the resource at:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-03?_ccCt=cflw-2dcf4u-dw2p7-fpkgqhw1


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect, amends 34
provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act) addressing issues related to: occupational health
and safety investigations and convictions; workers’ compensation benefits; the powers of
WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal
Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
Access WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Consultations on provisions introduced under Bill 23, the Workers
Compensation Amendment Act, 2020
WorkSafeBC is currently consulting on two provisions introduced under Bill 23, which took effect on
January 1, 2021. The provisions, and associated revisions to WorkSafeBC’s Rehabilitation Services
& Claims Manual, Volume II relate to: permanent partial disability benefits; and retirement age
determinations. Comment deadline: April 16, 2021.
Access discussion paper on permanent partial disability benefits at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits?lang=en
Access discussion paper on retirement age determinations at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations?lang=en
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations (continued)


April 12 deadline to comment on revised OHS guidelines 
Reminder: On February 11, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the following proposed updates,
additions and revisions to its OH&S guidelines, as follows:
Guidelines — Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Part 8 Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment
• G8.33(2)-1 Approved respirators (revised)
Part 12 Tools, Machinery and Equipment
• G12.20 Reach distance to overhead power transmission parts (revised)
• G12.28(3) Emergency stopping devices (revised)
• G12.29 Power presses, brake presses, and shears (revised)
• G12.120 Reverse gas flow and flashback prevention (revised)
Part 20 Construction, Excavation and Demolition
• G20.123 Alternate acceptable standard (new)
The revisions are posted for consultation with a comment deadline date of April 12, 2021. 
Access links to the proposed guidelines at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


*
MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017
recommendations of the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. 
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now referred
to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made
by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious,
or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The Workers
Compensation Act (see Bill 18 above). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


*
NEW BRUNSWICK - No new entries for this issue.


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this issue.


*


NOVA SCOTIA - No new entries for this issue.


*
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ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Second Reading:
February 25, 2021. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an
unexpected increase in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums. Access Bill 238
at:https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 260, Stopping Harassment and Abuse by Local Leaders Act, 2021. First Reading:
March 8, 2021. The amendments require the code of conduct for municipal councillors and members
of local boards to include a requirement to comply with workplace violence and harassment policies.
Access Bill 260 at https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-03/b260_e.pdf


• Bill 247, Paid Personal Emergency Leave Now Act, 2021. First Reading: February 17,
2021. The Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to require employers to provide up to 10 paid
days of leave per year for personal illnesses, injuries or medical emergencies. Access Bill 247 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-247


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. First Reading: February 16, 2021. The Bill would
amend The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on or after January 1, 2005 to
be equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. 
Access Bill 246 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246


ONTARIO Consultations update


Commercial drivers reduced vision assessment program
On March 11, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Transport Driver Improvement Office posted notice on the
province’s Regulatory Register that it is developing an assessment program for Classes A, C, D and F
drivers with reduced vision. The program would require interested applicants to meet specific eligibility
criteria, provide detailed vision assessments, and complete necessary in-clinic and on-road evaluations
to individually assess their capacity to adequately compensate for their reduced vision.
A Regulatory Impact Analysis is currently being prepared re: this proposal. A discussion paper has yet to
be released. Comment via email at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/mail.do?action=displayComment quoting: “Commercial Vision
Waiver Program”. Comment deadline: April 25, 2021. Access the Registry Notice at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/mail.do?action=displayComment


First Aid modernization proposals 
The Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) is proposing to incorporate by
reference, in whole or in part, the following CSA Standards respecting first aid; CSA Z1220-17 First aid
kits for the workplace; and CSA Z1210-17 First aid training for the workplace - Curriculum and quality
management for training agencies. 
View standards online at: https://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/hs/pubs/csa/
Access the discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35867&attachmentId=47296


Ministry to modernize incident reporting requirements
Reminder: The Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) recently closed the first
round of consultations on a proposal to consolidate notice and incident reporting requirements in a
single regulation under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA). Details of this proposal were
provided most recently in the March 1, 2021 edition of HSERA. For more information, access the
discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35627&attachmentId=47096


Consultation on Pre-Start Health and Safety Review requirements 
The consultation on proposed changes to pre-start health and safety review (PSR) provisions, recently
covered in HSERA ended on March 11, 2021. The Consultation Paper is still available at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35907&attachmentId=47358
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ONTARIO Management resources


Publication conveniently updates requirements for mandatory health and safety
policies, training and postings in Ontario
Employers subject to provincial legislation that have employees in Ontario often ask about legislative
requirements under various employment statutes, including mandatory policies, training and postings
under the Employment Standards Act, 2000; the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act,1997; the
Occupational Health and Safety Act; the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005; the Pay
Equity Act, and the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 2017. 
To make this information conveniently available, the Littler Toronto office assembled these
requirements in a single publication. 
This year, the publication also includes links to Ontario government requirements to help employers
protect workers, customers and the general public from COVID-19 in Ontario - for example:
• mandatory safety plan requirement for certain businesses;
• health screening requirement for workers and essential visitors upon entry to the workplace;
• guidelines regarding COVID-19 and workplace health and safety; and 
• sector-specific resources (safety guidelines, tips, and posters).
The law firm prepared a 20-page update to this publication (7th edition), dated February 24, 2021, at
the same time as Ontario released new and updated guidance to prevent COVID-19 in the workplace
for businesses that are required to have a written safety plan, including all businesses operating
during a lockdown or shutdown. Access the updated February 2021 version at:
https://www.littler.com/files/ontario_guide_0.pdf


ONTARIO COVID-19 
Update on March 12, 2021
As all public health regions have transitioned back to the COVID-19 Response Framework, the Stay-
at-Home order is no longer in effect. The zone for each region will continually change based on the
latest data. Additionally, emergency orders currently in force under the Emergency Management and
Civil Protection Act (EMCPA) have also been extended to March 22, 2021.
Access current daily updates at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information


Regulations and Orders
The following recently-published measures and orders are issued under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act. 
Note that, in response to COVID-19, these Orders are frequently changed in minor details to respond to changes in the progress
of the pandemic. Keep up to date by consulting the e-laws pages at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws


Published on e-Laws: March 5, 2021
O. Reg. 165/21: Extension of Orders: This regulation extends various deadlines made under section
7.0.8 of the Act covering: enforcement and retirement homes; until March 22, 2021. 
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21165


The following recently-published orders are issued under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020
Published on e-Laws: March 5, 2021
O. Reg. 164/21: Rules for Areas in Stage 3: The Order amends O.Reg.364 by updating rules
governing, among other things: indoor premises; shopping malls; yoga and dance studios, etc. Access
the Regulation at: https://files.ontario.ca/solgen-oic-164-21-amending-364-20.pdf
Reg. 163/21: Rules for Areas in Stage 2: The Order amends 0.Reg.263/20 by updating rules
governing, among other things, capacity limits for businesses or facilities open to the public. 
Access the Regulation at: https://files.ontario.ca/solgen-oic-163-21-amending-263-20.pdf
Reg. 162/21: Rules for Areas in Stage 1: The Order amends 0.Reg.82/20 by updating rules governing,
among other things, rules for a business, or place, that rents out meeting or event space.
Access the Regulation at: https://files.ontario.ca/solgen-oic-162-21-amending-82-20.pdf
Reg. 161/21: Stages of Re-opening: The Order amends O. Reg. 363/20 by updating rules governing
public health units’ stages of re-opening in effect as of March 15, 2021. Access the Regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/200363


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting industrial
accidents and occupational diseases in order to, among other things:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases called the “Comité scientifique sur les


maladies professionnelles”;
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a work training period under the responsibility of an educational
institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission regarding medical matters, or


concerning the financing of the occupational health and safety regime, to elect to apply for a review
of the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;


• allow the Commission to render a new decision if a change in circumstances impacts a beneficiary’s
entitlement to benefits;


• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the
adapted equipment, health services, medicines and other pharmaceutical products to which a worker
who suffers an employment injury is entitled; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
On February 2, 2021, the Committee on Labour and the Economy tabled its report on Special
consultations on Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Access
report along with the full text of Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-
loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 71, An Act respecting Off-highway vehicles. First Reading: November 12, 2020;
considered in committee, December 8, 2020. The Bill proposes a reform of the regulation of off-
highway vehicles. Its main object is to ensure public safety and harmonious coexistence of
recreational use of such vehicles and the activities of other users of the territory. If Bill 71 is passed,
impaired driving will become prohibited. The maximum speed imposed on snowmobilers will be 70
km/h, while it will be 50 km/h for quad drivers. 


Access Bill 71 at: http://m.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-71-42-1.html


QUEBEC Announcements


CNESST adopts flexible measures regarding cost allocations for occupational injuries
The Commission des normes, de l'équité, de la santé et de la sécurité du travail (CNESST) recently
announced that it would be more flexible in analyzing transfer requests related to the COVID-19
pandemic. In particular, the CNESST has indicated that the postponement or cancellation of surgery, a
workplace visit for job accommodation or a medical consultation with an expert, due to COVID-19,
constitute recognized situations which may unfairly burden the employer and for which CNESST will
provide a cost transfer.
Employers who have been unfairly burdened in this way must submit their transfer of costs request in
writing under section 326, paragraph 2 of the the Act respecting accidents and occupational diseases
(AIAOD) within the year following the date of the accident or within one year of the event's date giving
rise to the claim and state the reasons supporting the claim.


Editor’s Note: The above report features extracts from a longer article by Stéphanie Desjardins of
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. For more details, access the full text of the article at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/cnesst-adopts-flexible-measures-regarding-cost-allocations-for-occupational-injuries


*
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SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act. Access pdf of
Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf
Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Compliance alert


New consolidated Occupational Health And Safety Regulations, 2020 to take effect April 1
Effective April 1, 2021, the new Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, RRS S-15.1 Reg
10 (the “2020 OHS Regs”) will consolidate three current OH&S-related regulations into a single 3-in-
one package. Specifically, the 2020 OHS Regs combine the current:
• Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 1996;
• Occupational Health and Safety (Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) Regulations; and
• the Occupational Health and Safety (Prime Contractor) Regulations.
Additional substantive changes implemented in the 2020 OHS Regs include:
• adoption of the Canadian Standards Association (“CSA”) standard Z2110-17, which provides minimum


first aid requirements to be met, including:
a) undertaking a workplace first aid risk assessment conducted by a competent person; b) maintaining
first aid kits with supplies and equipment corresponding with the risk level identified by the risk
assessment; and c) providing first aid personnel on the worksite/workplace corresponding with the risk
level identified by the risk assessment and the number of workers (s. 5-3 of the 2020 OHS Regs);


• repealing Tables 9 through 12 of the 1996 OHS Regs, since these requirements are already
established in the CSA standard; and


• removal of the exemption from the blasting requirements for workers doing seismic exploration 
(s. 26-1 of the 2020 OHS Regs).


Province standardizing workplace requirements for first aid kits and PPE
On February 3, 2021, the government announced that, in addition to the First Aid standards listed
above, the following personal protective standards have also been adopted as part of the new
regulations:


• protective headwear (CSA Z94.1 2015);
• eye and face protection (CSA Z94.3 2015);
• protective footwear (CSA Z195-14);
• hearing protection (CSA Z94.2-14); and
• personal flotation devices (must be labelled as approved by Transport Canada or other recognized 
maritime authority).


The new standards for personal protective equipment also take effect on April 1, 2021. 
Related release:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2021/february/03/standardized-personal-protective-equipment-increases-workplace-safety-and-encourages-economic-growth


A copy of the full regulations is available at
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download
Access an expanded legal analysis of the new Act by Haley A. Irwin; McKercher LLP at:
https://www.mckercher.ca/resources/consolidation-of-ohs-regulations-the-occupational-health-and-safety-regulations-2020


SASKATCHEWAN Management Resources


Province posts resource to assist employers conducting a hazard assessment and
developing an exposure control plan 
Reminder: In February 2021 WorkSafe Saskatchewan posted a comprehensive series of checklists to
help employers develop a COVID-19 hazard assessment and exposure control plan.
All SK employers are required to develop and implement an exposure control plan for their workplace.
Section 85 of the Government of Saskatchewan’s Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
specifies the informational elements that must be included in the exposure control plan based on the
hierarchy of controls. Access the resource at:
https://www.worksafesask.ca/covid-19/conducting-a-hazard-assessment-and-developing-an-exposure-control-plan/


*
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Chemical compliance
Management resources


Chlorine Institute video outlines best practices to prevent releases during shipments of certain
chemicals
The US-based Chlorine Institute recently released a free video outlining best practices to prevent releases during cargo
tank shipments of certain chemicals, namely sodium hydroxide, potassium hydroxide, hydrochloric acid, and sodium
hypochlorite. Viewers, including plant operators and drivers, will learn requirements for reporting hazmat transportation
releases to DOT, review related DOT-reported cargo tank incident data, understand the sources and cause of common
releases during cargo tank transport and operations, and learn best practices for preventing these types of releases. The
video is 35 minutes long. Access the video at: 
https://www.chlorineinstitute.org/videos/cts-video-preventing-chlor-alkali-releases-during-cargo-tank-operations/


Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Ministerial Condition No. 20537
Substance: 1,2-propanediol, 1,2-dibenzoate, CAS Registry Number 19224-26-1.
Whereas the ministers suspect that the substance is toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the
meaning of section 64 of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the Act), the notifier may
only manufacture or import the substance for use in the manufacture of products prescribed in the
notice. The ministerial conditions came into force on February 26, 2021.
Access the Gazette at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of four substances in the Ethers Group
Substances: The Notice refers to the substances identified in the Canadian Environmental Protection
Act, 1999 and commonly abbreviated as: DEE, DPE, DPGME, and DME.
Reported uses are wide-ranging, with most substances being used in air care, the automotive, aircraft
and transportation sectors, cleaning and furnishing care, fuels and related products, oil and natural gas
extraction, and paints and coatings.
Following a screening assessment it has been determined that the substances do not meet any of the
criteria set out in section 64 of the Act and that, therefore, the ministers propose to take no further
action at this time. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of the two substances in the Thiophosphate
Alkyl Esters Group
Substances: The Notice refers to reaction products of 4-methyl-2-pentanol and diphosphorus
pentasulfide, propoxylated, esterified with diphosphorous pentaoxide, and salted by amines, C12-14-
tert-alkyl (TPAE-1), CAS RN 91745-46-9, and phosphorothioic acid, O,O-dibutyl ester, mixed
(C8,C16,C18) alkylamine salt (TPAE-2), CAS RN 93964-99-9 and CAN11105-8.
Reported uses: These substances are used in Canada in industrial and automotive lubricants. TPAE-
1 is also used in metalworking fluids.
Conclusion proposed: It is proposed to conclude that TPAE-1 meets one or more of the toxicity
criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA and that TPAE-2 does not meet any of the criteria set out in
section 64 of CEPA.
It is also proposed to conclude that TPAE-1 meets the persistence criteria but not the bioaccumulation
criteria as set out in the Persistence and Bioaccumulation Regulations of CEPA. Access the Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations and recommendations for piperazine
Substances: piperazine, CAS RN 110-85-0. 
Reported uses: The substance is commercially used in paints and coatings, and as a chemical
intermediate in industrial settings, including use in carbon capture and storage systems.
Conclusion proposed: While it is proposed to conclude that piperazine does not meet any of the
toxicity criteria set out in section 64 of CEPA, program officials may consider this substance in future
initiatives to track its commercial status and/or any new uses. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na4


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order Adding a Toxic Substance  -  Chlorhexidine and its salts - to Schedule 1 of the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999
Reported uses: In Canada, chlorhexidine and its salts are used as broad-spectrum antiseptics and
antimicrobial preservatives in products, such as cosmetics, natural health products, prescription and
non-prescription drugs for human and veterinary uses, and hard-surface disinfectants.
Ecological and human health assessments: The ecological assessment found that chlorhexidine
and its salts, at low concentrations, have the potential to cause adverse effects, such as reduced
growth and increased mortality in aquatic and benthic organisms, with algae being particularly
sensitive to the effects of chlorhexidine. 
The risk to human health from chlorhexidine and its salts is considered to be low at current levels of
exposure. Exposure of the general population to chlorhexidine and its salts occurs predominantly
through the use of cosmetics and natural health products that are applied to the skin. 
Conclusion: Chlorhexidine and its salts meet the ecological criteria for a toxic substance, as set out in
paragraph 64(a) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA or "the Act"). Therefore,
the ministers are recommending that the Administrator in Council make an order adding chlorhexidine
and its salts to Schedule 1 (i.e. List of Toxic Substances) of the Act. 
Canadian risk management activities: The transportation of chlorhexidine substances is subject to
the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992 and the Transportation of Dangerous Goods
Regulations as well as to the Export and Import of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable
Material Regulations and the Interprovincial Movement of Hazardous Waste Regulations. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/index-eng.html


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Long-chain Aliphatic Amines to be added to the List of Toxic Substances
Following a screening assessment the government proposes to recommend that long-chain aliphatic
amines be added to Schedule 1 (List of Toxic Substances) under the Act. Major industrial uses of long-
chain aliphatic amines include polyurethane foam production, formulation of cleaning products and
personal care products, flotation in mineral extraction, and formulation of asphalt emulsions. The
ministers have released a risk management scope document for long-chain aliphatic amines to initiate
discussions with stakeholders on the development of risk management options.
The government proposes to take no further action for the three short-chain aliphatic amines,
ethylenediamine, diethylenetriamine and dimethylamine, and no further action on the remaining short-
chain aliphatic amine, dimethylbenzylamine, at this time.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication of results of investigations for 46 substances specified on the DSL
Health Canada has examined a subset of 46 chemicals that were previously assessed under the
Chemicals Management Plan (CMP) to compare PODBioactivity with points of departure from oral
toxicity studies conducted in animals (POD Traditional). The analysis presented in this SciAD, along
with other available case studies, provides evidence that using a PODBioactivity would be equal to or
be more protective than using a PODTraditional when used to support modern approaches for priority
setting and screening level risk assessments.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb4
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Six substances in the Benzotriazoles and Benzothiazoles Group found to be ‘toxic’
Notice is given that the government proposes to recommend that 2-mercaptobenzothiazole, its salts
and compounds be added to Schedule 1 (List of Toxic Substances) under the Act. The ministers have
released a risk management scope document for these substances to initiate discussions with
stakeholders.
The ministers propose to take no further action at this time on the seven benzotriazole substances
identified under subsection 73(1) of the Act, and no further action at this time for the remaining two
benzotriazole substances identified under paragraphs 68(b) and (c) of the Act. 
Substances in the benzotriazoles subgroup are used in various products, including cosmetics, food
packaging, and lubricants and greases. Some of these substances are used as UV light stabilizers
and corrosion inhibitors. Substances in the benzothiazoles subgroup have uses in automotive
products, rubber products, lubricants and greases, and mining. 
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Two substances in the Hexamethylenetetramines Group assessed as ‘toxic’ under CEPA
Following a draft screening assessment conducted on cis-CTAC and on cis/trans-CTAC, it is proposed
to add both substances to Schedule 1 (the List of Toxic Substances) under CEPA 1999. In Canada,
cis/trans-CTAC and cis-CTAC are used in the automotive, aircraft, and transportation sectors; in
automotive care products; and in paints and coatings. Consumer uses for these two substances
include cleaning products, paints, adhesives, and self-care products. 
A third substance in the Group - methenamine hydrochloride - did not meet any of the toxicity criteria
set out in section 64 of the Act. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


March 3, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Three Orders amending the Domestic Substances List 
A series of Orders published in the March 3 edition of Canada Gazette Part II fulfil the following
objectives:
Order 2021-87-03-01, amending the Domestic Substances List, adds 17 substances to the Domestic
Substances List;
Order 2021-112-03-01, amending the Domestic Substances List, adds one substance to the Domestic
Substances List;
Order 2021-66-03-01 deletes one invalid CAS registry number from the Domestic Substances List;
updates one substance identifier, adding a “P” flag; moves four substances from a confidential part to
a public part of the Domestic Substances List; and updates the masked name of four other substances
on a confidential part of the Domestic Substances List.
Orders 2021-87-03-01, 2021-112-03-01 and 2021-66-03-01 (the orders) are expected to facilitate
access to 18 substances for businesses, as the substances are no longer subject to requirements
under subsection 81(1) or 106(1) of CEPA, and to increase transparency regarding 9 substances
currently on the Domestic Substances List.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-03/html/sor-dors16-eng.html
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HSE Regulatory Alert Editorial guidelines and purpose: The purpose of HSE Regulatory Alert is to provide
timely advance notice to subscribers on new Canadian regulations and codes of practice and upcoming
developments likely to affect compliance in the areas of Health & Safety (HS) and Environment (E). 


Regulatory developments using countless government, industry and other sources believed to be reliable,
are tracked through their various stages as new developments are made available and with each new
development being covered in at least one bi-monthly issue of HSE Regulatory Alert (HSERA). Apart from
timely ‘reminders’ re: compliance deadlines, alerts will not be repeated unless there are new developments
regarding scheduling, content etc. Readers are therefore advised to read each issue and to store back issues
in a searchable Adobe Acrobat portfolio to ensure that back issues of HSE Regulatory Alert are maintained
as a convenient reference.


Sample issues: HSERA continues to grow by referral and reputation. In order to encourage corporate
subscriptions, we would be pleased to email sample issues of HSE Regulatory Alerts to your colleagues and
clients who are likely to benefit from receiving this service. Email requests for sample issues to:
publications@templegateinfo.com with subject heading: “Request for HSERA sample issue”.


For further monthly in-depth explanation and analysis of developments in health, safety and
environmental issues, readers are invited to subscribe to the following Templegate services: 
• Workplace Environment Health & Safety Reporter at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/workplace-environment-health-safety-reporter/
• Canadian Environmental Regulation & Compliance News at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/canadian-environmental-regulation-compliance-news/


Disclaimer: The content of Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alerts online legislation service is for private study
or research purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the
material; however, Templegate Information Services Inc. cannot guarantee its legal accuracy and does not
accept responsibility for loss or inconvenience suffered by users as a result of inaccuracies.


While HSE Regulatory Alert is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the
subject matter covered, neither the publisher nor the authors warrant the applicability of the information to
any particular situation. Nor do the publisher or the authors warrant the accuracy or applicability of any
information which may be supplied through an html link. The reader should consult verbatim legislation from
official sources to ensure full understanding of necessary measures and should consult with his or her own
professional advisors to determine the applicability of information contained in this report to any particular
circumstances. HSE Regulatory Alert is sold on the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting
or other professional advice but rather is intended only to provide, in a general way, timely information on
new developments in policy, law, regulations, standards, guidelines and codes.


Templegate Information Services Inc.
HSE Regulatory Alert


Publisher: Lawrence Earl
email: publications@templegateinfo.com
website: http://www.templegateinfo.com
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance
INTERNATIONAL


Finance ministers agree to mandate climate reporting in line with the recommendations of the
global Taskforce on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD)  
Last month, in an under-reported but potentially-historic initiative, G7 finance ministers made a
commitment to make it mandatory for corporations to report climate impacts and investment decisions.
Like many of the decisions publicized during the recent G7 meeting in Cornwall, England, the
agreement to mandate climate disclosure does not yet have a timeframe attached. 
However, pundits speculate that the topic is likely to be advanced through an international agreement
that could be achieved prior to the COP26 climate negotiations in Glasgow, UK, this November.
The finance ministers also backed work by the International Financial Reporting Standards Foundation
that will seek to develop a new global standard for sustainability reporting that builds on the Task Force
on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) framework.
There are now more than 1,500 companies that support the TCFD’s recommendations, including
corporations with a combined market cap of $12.8 trillion and investors with $138.8 trillion of assets
under management collectively. This is an enormous uptake of 85 per cent since 2019. For more
information, visit: 
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/g7-agree-on-historic-steps-to-make-climate-reporting-mandatory/


*
FEDERAL Legislature  - Recapping recent environment-related Bills
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Royal Assent: June 29, 2021. This
enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in Canada be
set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by the
Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. The Bill will be brought into force by
Proclamation. Access Legislative Summary at: 
https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html
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Government Bills (continued)


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Royal Assent: June 21, 2021. Now in force, this enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). The Bill affirms the
Declaration is applicable in Canadian law and provides the legislative framework for the Government
of Canada to implement the legislation. A legislative summary, including access to the Bill, is available
at: https://lop.parl.ca/sites/PublicWebsite/default/en_CA/ResearchPublications/LegislativeSummaries/432C15E.
Access Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. The
Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading in the Senate: June 22, 2021. This bill will “prohibit the
export of certain types of plastic waste to foreign countries for final disposal”. Access Bill C-204 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/second-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). First Reading in the Senate: June 23, 2021. Access Bill C-206 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Ultraviolet Radiation-emitting Devices and Ozone-generating Devices
under the Pest Control Products Act 
The objective of the Interim Order is to protect the health and safety of Canadians by providing
appropriate oversight of UV and ozone-generating devices. The Order brings certain ultraviolet
radiation-emitting (“UV”) and ozone-generating devices under the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA).
These devices are marketed to control or kill bacteria, viruses including SARS-CoV-2 (the coronavirus
that causes COVID-19 disease), and other microorganisms on surfaces, on objects, in water or in air.
Under the IO, certain UV and ozone-generating devices are subject to safety and efficacy assessments,
and must be registered prior to entering the Canadian market. To date, Health Canada has not yet
received sufficient evidence to demonstrate that they can be used safely or that they work as claimed.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Metal and Diamond Mining Effluent Regulations: SOR/2021-125 add
requirement for acute lethality testing for deposits of effluent having higher salinity values
These amendments, under the federal Fisheries Act, add a requirement for acute lethality testing for
deposits of effluent having a salinity value of greater than four parts per thousand when deposited to
marine environments, and stipulate that the Biological Test Method:Reference Method for Determining
Acute Lethality Using Acartia Tonsa be used for such testing.
The MDMER authorize the deposit of effluent subject to certain conditions, including demonstrating that
the effluent is not acutely lethal. The Regulations prescribe the maximum authorized limits for prescribed
deleterious substances in mine effluent (i.e. arsenic, copper, cyanide, lead, nickel, zinc, radium-226 and
suspended solids) and specify the allowable acidity (pH range) of mine effluent.
With some exceptions, Regulations Amending the Metal and Diamond Mining Effluent Regulations
pursuant to the Fisheries Act come into force on December 1, 2021. The exceptions are in force as of
June 10, 2021. For further details and links to test methods, access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors125-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Ballast Water Regulations upgraded to combat invasive species
The Regulations apply to Canadian vessels everywhere and vessels in waters under Canadian
jurisdiction. Vessels subject to the Regulations are required to develop and implement a ballast water
management plan and comply with a performance standard that limits the number of organisms
released. Vessels need to obtain a certificate, keep records of ballast water operations, and be subject
to inspections to verify compliance. Most vessels will need to install a Ballast Water Management
System (BWMS) to comply with the Regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors120-eng.html


June 19, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order for the Protection of the Killer Whale in Southern BC
Among other things, beginning on June 1, 2021, a vessel must not approach within 400 m of a killer
whale in the waters indicated in Schedule 1 of the Notice, unless otherwise exempt. 
During the period beginning on June 1, 2021 and ending on November 30, 2021, a vessel must not
navigate in the waters indicated in Schedule 2 of this Notice, unless otherwise exempt. 
Specific authorizations are outlined to cover such activities as ‘whale watching’. Access the Gazette
Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nc1


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice re: the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health  
Reminder: The government gives notice that the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great Lakes Water
Quality and Ecosystem Health, 2021 has been finalized.
More information is available on the Environment and Climate Change Canada website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/great-lakes-protection.html?utm_campaign=not-applicable&utm_medium=vanity-url&utm_source=canada-ca_great-lakes-protection


or send an email to: ec.grandslacs-greatlakes.ec@canada.ca.


June 5, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed amendments to the Output-Based Pricing System Regulation designed to ensure
there is a price incentive for GHG reductions
Reminder: Proposed amendments to the Output-Based Pricing Systems (OBPS) Regulations are
designed to ensure there is a price incentive for emissions-intensive and trade-exposed facilities to
reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions per unit of output, while reducing the risks of domestic carbon
leakage to other jurisdictions due to carbon pollution pricing. 
The Regulations define the facilities to which the federal OBPS applies (“covered facilities”) and specify
output-based or emissions per unit of output (emissions intensity) standards for certain industrial
activities. 
A covered facility's emissions limit, which is measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e), is
determined by multiplying the facility's production by the applicable output-based standard. A covered
facility with GHG emissions below its limit receives surplus credits for the difference between its GHG
emissions and its limit.
The Amendments propose adjusting quantification rules in the Regulations by modifying: rules relating
to surplus credits and payments; rules relating to quantification and verification; and rules relating to the
registration of a covered facility. (The above rules were summarized in the June 15 edition of HSERA).
Implementation
The proposed Amendments would come into force on January 1, 2022, with several exceptions. The
following changes take effect retroactively on January 1, 2021:
• the repeal of the rounding requirements for production and GHG emissions;
• the incorporation of the emission factors for fuel combustion and the method to quantify on-site


transportation emissions from the 2020 GHGRP requirements;
• the obligations of the person responsible for a facility that ceases to be covered by the Regulations;
• the revision to the value of the output-based standard for the industrial processing of potatoes; and
• corrections to the formula applicable to industrial activities for which a standard must be calculated.
Access the Regulations Amending the Output-Based Pricing System Regulations in the Canada Gazette
at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-05/html/reg1-eng.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations 


• Government of Canada releases Policy Statement on future thermal coal mining projects and
project expansions. Access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/government-of-canada-releases-policy-statement-on-future-thermal-coal-mining-projects-and-project-expansions.html


• Environmental Fines and Sentencing 10-Year Review - consultations end on August 31, 2021. These
consultations were launched on June 16, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/environmental-fines-and-sentencing.html


• Planned consultation on the proposed Regulations Amending the Regulations Designating
Regulatory Provisions for Purposes of Enforcement (Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999)
- consultations end on September 24, 2021. These consultations are scheduled to launch on July 12,
2021. This consultation is mandatory in order to modify the regulations. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Investment Tax Credit for Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage - consultations end on
September 7, 2021. These consultations were launched on June 7, 2021. The federal government intends
for the new investment tax credit to be available for a broad range of CCUS applications across different
industrial subsectors (e.g. concrete, plastics, fuels), including blue hydrogen projects and direct air capture
projects, to the extent that captured CO2 is not used in enhanced oil recovery projects. The CCUS
investment tax credit will be available starting in 2022. Access consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/programs/consultations/2021/investment-tax-credit-carbon-capture-utilization-storage.html


• Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate -
consultations end on September 18, 2021. These consultations were launched on June 19, 2021:
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1


• Clean Fuel Standard - update - consultations closed on June 30, 2021. Reminder: The proposed regulations
require liquid fuel suppliers to gradually reduce the carbon intensity of the fuels they produce and sell in Canada.
Parties engaged include: industry (including fossil fuel producers and suppliers, low-carbon fuel producers and
suppliers, and emission-intensive and trade-exposed sectors), provinces and territories, Indigenous peoples, and
environmental non-governmental organizations (ENGOs). Access Clean Fuel Standard regulatory approach at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard/regulatory-approach.html


Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package at:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


•  Share your ideas: Blackwater Project - consultations end on July 7, 2021. Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC) is seeking comments on proposed amendments to Schedule 2 of the Metal and Diamond Mining
Effluent Regulations (MDMER) for the Blackwater Project - an open-pit gold and silver mine located near Vanderhoof,
BC:  https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/mining/metal-diamond-mining-effluent-regulation/blackwater-consultation.html


• Mountain National Parks - Management Planning - consultations end on July 7, 2021. The draft park
management plans cover Banff, Jasper, Waterton Lakes, Yoho, Kootenay, Mount Revelstoke and Glacier
national parks: https://www.letstalkmountainparks.ca


•  Revisions to the management plan for Point Pelee National Park  - consultations end on July 12, 2021:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/on/pelee/info/plan


• Mountain National Parks - the Draft Management Plan for Kejimkujik, phase 2 - consultations end on
July 25, 2021: https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/ns/kejimkujik/info/plan-gestion-management


• Feasibility assessment on the creation of a national park reserve in Pituamkek (Hog Island Sandhills
in Prince Edward Island) - consultations end on July 23, 2021. Access at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


•  S.S. Klondike National Historic Site Management plan review  - consultations end on August 24, 2021:
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/yt/ssklondike/gestion-management/consultations


• Proposed changes to the National Pollutant Release Inventory for the 2022 reporting year -
consultations end on July 30, 2021. Access web consultation page at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/national-pollutant-release-inventory/public-consultations/proposals-changes.html


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on December
31, 2021: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)
•  Phase II Engagement on the Northern Low-Impact Shipping Corridors initiative (“Corridors”) under the


Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on December 31, 2021: 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/about-notre-sujet/engagement/2021/shipping-corridors-navigation-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022: https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP
•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:


https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary
•  Aquaculture Activities Regulations (AAR) - consultations end on August 1, 2022. Consultations are proposed


to start in February 2022 to to manage the deposit of deleterious substances in marine finfish aquaculture facilities to
address parasites. Consultations are being planned in the next few months with Indigenous groups and other
stakeholders. Details have not yet been posted on the consultation website.


•  Canadian minerals and metals plan - consultations end on August 31, 2022. Access details at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary


•  National Adaptation Strategy - consultations end on January 1, 2024. Consultations were proposed in May
2021 to develop a national climate change adaptation strategy and invest in reducing the impact of climate-related
disasters, such as floods and wildfires. Details have not yet been posted.


Access full list of federal government consultations at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/government/system/consultations/consultingcanadians.html#consultationtable


• Species at Risk consultations - June/July 2021 update
2021-06-25 Canada Alberta conservation agreement for the Wabasca and Ronald Lake Bison Herds: In support of
Wood Bison recovery in Alberta.
2021-06-16 Recovery Strategy for the Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia) in Canada [Proposed].
2021-06-16 Recovery Strategy for the Northern Barrens Tiger Beetle (Cicindela patruela) in Canada [Final version].
2021-06-08 Imminent Threat Assessment for Wood Bison (Bison bison athabascae):
https://species-registry.canada.ca/index-en.html#/documents/3616
For details and links relative to the above consultations, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - June/July 2021 update
2021-06-17 Grassy Mountain Coal Project – Minister Receives Joint Review Panel Report:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/2021/06/grassy-mountain-coal-project--minister-receives-joint-review-panel-report.html
2021-06-02 Joint Review Panel Extends Comment Period Deadline for Marathon Palladium Project. The deadline for
this project is extended from June 27, 2021 to July 26, 2021:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/139275?culture=en-CA
For details and links relative to ongoing assessments and releases, access the IAA website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency.html


•  Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission - consultations update
Proposals to amend the Nuclear Safety Regulations - consultations end July 14, 2021. The document covers
changes to areas such as physical security, cyber security and the protection of nuclear security information, as well
as security culture and nuclear security interface with nuclear material accountancy and control. 
Consultation on this document is available through CNSC’s e-consultation platform at:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/ Access the document at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/dis_21_02 
Environmental Protection Review Reports - consultations end July 16, 2021. The proposed structure of new EPR
reports is described at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/sandbox-blind-river-refinery-environmental-protection-review-report
REGDOC-2.9.2, Controlling Releases to the Environment - consultations end July 27, 2021. Access consultation
page at: https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/regdoc-2-9-2


FEDERAL Announcements


• 2021-06-29 The Manitoba Metis Federation takes on two climate action initiatives with about $5
million in support from the Government of Canada:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/the-manitoba-metis-federation-takes-on-two-climate-action-initiatives-with-about-5-million-in-support-from-the-government-of-canada.html


• 2021-06-22 The governments of Canada and Quebec will invest $39 million and $25 million
respectively over five years for the conservation and enhancement of the St. Lawrence River:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/the-governments-of-canada-and-quebec-invest-in-the-future-of-the-st-lawrence.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


• 2021-06-04 The Government of Canada announced that it will invest up to $54.9 million in 58
community-based climate action initiatives from across Canada. The projects are funded by the
Climate Action and Awareness Fund. Among the recipients are Colleges and Institutes Canada,
which will receive $5.3 million to help colleges and universities reduce emissions by implementing
climate plans on campus and sharing best practices for green buildings.
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/06/marking-world-environment-day-canada-invests-up-to-55-million-in-58-local-climate-action-projects.html


FEDERAL Reports


• 2021-06-17 The Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment has posted: Best Management
Practices for Disposal Bans, Levies and Incentives for End-of-Life Plastics. The guide addresses
all plastic products, including durable and semi-durable plastic products, single-use plastics and plastic
packaging. The document presents a toolbox of options that have been shown to work in some
jurisdictions and addresses a priority action committed to in the Canada-wide Action Plan on Zero
Plastic Waste: Phase 1. Access the report at:
https://ccme.ca/en/best-management-practices-for-disposal-bans-levies-and-incentives-for-end-of-life-plastics


• 2021-06-22 The Grades Are In: A Report Card On Canada’s Progress in Protecting its Land and
Ocean - is intended as a baseline against which to track Canada’s annual progress toward reaching its
30X30 protection goal. This assessment, published by the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
(CPAWS) shows that a lack of commitment has stymied efforts to protect at least 17% of Canadian
land and inland waters by last year’s 2020 deadline. Currently, only 13.1% of the country’s land is
protected. Canada met its 10% ocean protection target by 2020 with 13.8%. Access the report at:
https://cpaws.org/cpaws-2021-report-card/


• 2021-06-14 The independent Canadian Institute for Climate Choices released the first independent
expert review of carbon pricing across Canada. The review, commissioned by Environment and
Climate Change Canada, examined how distinct jurisdictional policy choices create varying incentives
to reduce emissions and result in different impacts on people and businesses. Access the report
summary at: https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3195556-1&h=2069562634&u=https%3A%2F%2Fclimatechoices.ca%2Freports%2Fthe-state-of-carbon-pricing-in-canada%2F&a=summary+report


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.


• Bill 64, Public Lands Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 27, 2021. The Bill allows for
the collection of fees for use of public lands and adds a section on liability:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-064.pdf


• Bill 72, Preserving Canada’s Economic Prosperity Act. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021. The Bill
is intended to repeal and replace the 2018 Act with the same title, commonly referred to as the ‘turn off
the taps legislation’. The Bill is retroactive to May 1, 2021. Access the Bill at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-072.pdf


• Bill 62, Red Tape Reduction Implementation Act, 2021. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-062.pdf


• Bill 214, Eastern Slopes Protection Act. First Reading debate: June 7, 2021. This Bill is
designed to protect the watersheds, “from the irreparable damage that would result from coal
exploration, development and mining”. A newly-formed Coal Policy Committee is to provide a final
report to the minister on coal mining in the area by November 15, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5859a1b2-14a3-4a2d-bf36-38956efb68b4/resource/d3f4cab6-2fac-4712-95ad-fd6eb7a7b503/download/energy-coal-policy-engagement-survey-results-2021-05.pdf


Access Bill 214 at: https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-214.pdf
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ALBERTA  Gazette Notices
June 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
• Alberta Regulation 104/2021 - Public Lands Act - Public Land Administration Regulation


The amendment permits the Minister to specify an area of public land for which an ‘activity pass’ is
required. Access relevant Order-in-Council at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_154.pdf


Related Order: The Provincial Parks (General) Regulation, AR 102/85 pursuant to the Provincial Parks Act,
is amended by AR 110/2021 as of May 27, 2021. Among other changes, the amendment authorizes the Minister
to specify areas for which a vehicle ‘access pass’ is required.
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/Documents/MinOrders/2021/Environment_and_Parks/2021_047_Environment_and_Parks.pdf


• Alberta Regulation 113/2021 under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act - Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules (Amendment Regulation)
Among other things, Rule 1.020(2) is amended by repealing item 5 and substituting the following:


5. “control well” means a well that is capable of producing oil, is within a block or project and is completed in
a drilling spacing unit that is contiguous to a drilling spacing unit that contains a producing well that is outside
the block or project; 


Access the Gazette notices at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/11_Jun15_Part2.pdf
• Alberta Regulation 112/2021: Oil and Gas Conservation Rules (Expiry Date Extension)


These Rules now expire on June 30, 2026. 


ALBERTA  Orders-in-Council


• Regulation expiry dates extended
Various regulations have recently been amended by Orders-in-Council to extend their date of expiry. They
include:


- The Gas Utilities (Exemption) Regulation pursuant to the Gas Utilities Act, which is extended by five years   
from July 30, 2021 to July 30, 2026: 
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_173.pdf


-  Various recycling regulations under the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act which are also 
extended by five years, from June 30, 2021 to June 30, 2026 and which comprise:


- the Beverage Container Recycling Regulation; the Designated Material Recycling and Management 
Regulation; the Electronics Designation Regulation; the Lubricating Oil Material Designation Regulation; 
the Paint and Paint Container Designation Regulation; and the Tire Designation Regulation.
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_170.pdf


• The Land and Property Rights Tribunal (Various Regulations) Amendment Regulation
The amendment regulation (AR 139/2021) took effect on June 23, 2021. It replaces reference to
various tribunals with the ‘Land and Property Rights Tribunal’. Access the Order-in-Council at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Orders/Orders_in_Council/2021/2021_197.pdf.
Access information on the new tribunal at: https://environmentalandresourcelawblog.blogspot.com/.


• Reminder: According to Order-in-Council 142/2021, the date by which the Commission appointed to
inquire into anti-Alberta energy campaigns is to submit its final report is extended by an additional
two months, from May 31, 2021 to July 30, 2021.


ALBERTA Consultations
Government consulting this summer on new surface water quality management
frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers
On June 22, 2021, the government announced it will be holding consultations regarding new surface water
quality management frameworks for the North Saskatchewan, Battle and Upper Athabasca rivers. 
The engagements will look to address pressures on water resources due to population growth and other
development. The government is also launching a selenium management review to ensure water quality
remains protected now and in the future.
Engagement on the North Saskatchewan Region and upper Athabasca Region water quality management
frameworks will run until September 17, 2021.
Access: Engagement: Surface water quality management frameworks at:
https://www.alberta.ca/surface-water-quality-management-framework-engagements.aspx
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ALBERTA Consultations (continued)


Legislative Assembly consulting on Bill 206, the Property Rights Amendment Act
The Legislative Assembly of Alberta’s Select Special Committee on Real Property Rights is inviting
submissions as part of its review of Bill 206, the Property Rights Statutes Amendment Act, 2020.
Further information is available at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assemblybusiness/committees/RP.
Comment deadline: August 15, 2021.


ALBERTA Management resources, reports, standards, codes and guidelines


• Audit of Code Requirements for Tailings Storage Facilities recommends seven areas
for improvement. Finally made public on June 18, 2021, the Audit of Code Requirements for
Tailings Storage Facilities presents an internal review of the province’s tailings management regime
designed to avoid another Mount Polley-style disaster and sheds light on the work yet to be done to
ensure the safety of tailings storage facilities (TSFs) at the province’s dams.
The audit, which was presented to the government in April, puts forward seven recommendations to
resolve inconsistencies and to ensure that BC’s regulatory framework upholds best practices. Energy
and Mines Minister, Bruce Ralston, said the ministry is “committed to implementing all seven
recommendations put forward by the chief auditor and will continue our work to build a world-leading
regulatory framework for TSFs here in BC”. Access the audit report at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/mineral-exploration-mining/documents/mine-audits-and-effectiveness-unit/audit_of_code_requirements_for_tailings_storage_facilities_final_2021_04.pdf 


• Report details processes to provide information about government’s environmental liabilities
Alberta’s Auditor General recently released a report on Processes to Provide Information About
Government’s Environmental Liabilities, which examines the work of the Alberta Energy Regulator,
Alberta Environment and Parks, and Alberta Transportation in addressing liabilities. The report is
available at: https://www.oag.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/oag-aep-aer-transenv-liabilites-fs-june-2021-report.pdf. 


• Alberta Wildlife Animal Care Committee class protocol #15 : American black bear
(Ursus americanus) hazing from industrial sites. Updated June 24, 2021, this newly-
developed protocol for black bear hazing provides guidance to industry, researchers and government
on discouraging the presence of black bears near industrial locations occupied by workers. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/alberta-wildlife-animal-care-committee-class-protocol-15-american-black-bear


• Water quality in the McLeod River as an indicator for mining impacts and reclamation
success (2005 to 2016). This study, updated June 24, 2021, examines trends in surface water
quality parameters in the McLeod River to understand impacts associated with mining activity. Access
at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/water-quality-mcleod-river-as-indicator-mining-impacts-reclamation-success-2005-2016


• Government of Alberta cybersecurity strategy: protecting the province’s digital assets
- annual update. This strategy was updated on June 21, 2021. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/goa-cybersecurity-strategy-protecting-provinces-digital-assets-annual-update


• AMD reporting chapter: AMD notification template. Updated June 17, 2021, this template
provides minimum requirements and submission guidelines for notifying the Director of specific air
monitoring and industrial operation activities, as specified by the Air Monitoring Directive, Chapter 9.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/amd-notification-template


• Guidance on common air monitoring directive questions. Updated June 17, 2021. Access
at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/guidance-on-common-air-monitoring-directive-questions


• Dutch elm disease prevention/control measures: Responsibilities and authority under
the APA. Updated June 16, 2021, this fact sheet explains the powers and responsibilities outlined
under the Alberta Agricultural Pests Act's prevention and control measures, and describes measures
that should be taken to prevent and control the spread of the disease. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/dutch-elm-disease-prevention-control-measures-responsibilities-authority-apa


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. (From previous session - Royal
Assent: March 5, 2020). Reminder: The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation,
addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for specified industrial or
commercial uses. The law was previously described in detail in HSERA. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Ministerial Orders 


MO under the Forest Act specifies Mountain Caribou Designated Area No. 1 
Under Ministerial Order #355, made June 18, 2021, among other things, effective June 20, 2021, (a) B.C.
Regs. 136/2019 and 151/2020 are repealed, and (b) for the purposes of section 169 of the Forest Act, four
areas of Crown land are specified as the Mountain Caribou Designated Area No. 1 for the period ending on
June 20, 2023. Access the MO at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0355_2021v


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy: Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022
The Province is inviting comments on its draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy and
Phase 1 Actions for 2021-2022.  Additional information, including access to the draft strategy and
guiding principles, is available at: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/climatereadybc.
Comment deadline: August 12, 2021.


*
MANITOBA - Legislature


The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021. The following Bills, summarized previously in the June 15 edition of HSERA,
received Royal Assent on May 20, 2021:


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. Under the Bill, it is prohibited to
deliberately or negligently damage provincial water infrastructure or to impair its function, and permits are
now required for activities likely to interfere with provincial water infrastructure, such as construction or the
removal of fill. Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-2/b036e.php


• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act. Under the Bill, uniform rules are established respecting
authorizations required to sell or lease Crown lands. The Act will be brought into force by proclamation.
Access Bill 12 at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php


• Bill 55, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Access the Act at:
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


MANITOBA - Announcements


June 25, 2021: Province Receives Expert Advisory Council Advice on Green
Transportation and Infrastructure Strategy. Access the release at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51492&posted=2021-06-25
The EAC’s report and recommendations can be found at: https://manitoba.ca/eac/.
Manitoba’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Goal for 2018 to 2022 can be viewed at:
www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/index.html. 
A Carbon Savings Account video link is available at: www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/videos.html.
The Made-in-Manitoba Climate Plan can be found at www.gov.mb.ca/climateandgreenplan/index.html.
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MANITOBA - Announcements (continued)


June 25, 2021: Canada and Manitoba invest in a new $73-million wastewater system in
Winkler and Stanley area: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51493&posted=2021-06-25


June 21, 2021: Province Adopts Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation. The
proposed Airport Vicinity Protection Area Regulation establishes a new Airport Vicinity Protection Area
(AVPA) based on Noise Exposure Forecast contours that were developed by independent experts in a
study released by the province earlier this year. It establishes overarching residential land-use policies
and provincial noise mitigation standards for all new residential dwellings in the AVPA: 
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51477&posted=2021-06-21


June 18, 2021: Province Expands Building Sustainable Communities Grants:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=51461&posted=2021-06-18


*
NEW BRUNSWICK -  Consultations


June 21, 2021: Draft Phasing Out of Coal-fired Electricity Generation Regulation under
the province’s Climate Change Act 
Draft regulations that limit greenhouse gas emissions from electrical generation have been posted for
a 28-day public review and comment period. 
These regulations outline GHG caps on electrical generation within the province that would deliver
equal or better GHG emission reductions than the federal regulation. This draft regulation will form the
basis of the province’s equivalency discussions with the federal government. Access the draft
regulation at: https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/eco-bce/pdf/pr/2021/06/21-083E.pdf
With the passage of this regulation, the  provincial government is hoping to pursue an equivalency
agreement with the federal government which would allow the Belledune Generating Station to
continue to operate at a reduced capacity to the end of its scheduled operating life. Under the federal
government’s coal regulation, the Belledune coal-fired generating station would be forced to close in
2030 - 11 years ahead of schedule. Comment deadline: July 12, 2021.
For more information, contact: Environment and Local Government; Email:ELG-Reg@gnb.ca
Telephone:(506) 453-2690.


NEW BRUNSWICK -  Announcements


June 29, 2021: Six First Nations communities and province set stage for negotiations
on new and sustainable First Nation Development Agreement:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2021.06.0509.html


June 16, 2021: Atlantic provinces continue collaboration to encourage growth in
aquaculture industry. A new memorandum of understanding has been signed by the ministers
responsible for aquaculture in the Atlantic provinces to continue collaborating on the responsible
development and growth of the sector:
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/news/news_release.2021.06.0465.html


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Gazette Notices


May 21, 2021 Newfoundland and Labrador Gazette
Endangered Species List Regulation under the Endangered Species Act 
Filed May 20, 2021, the amendment adds the little brown myotis (bat) and the Northern Myotis to
Schedule A of the Endangered Species List Regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/dgsnl/files/NLG20210521.pdf
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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  - Announcements


June 24, 2021: Provincial Government Announces Implementation Committee for the Oil
and Gas Industry Recovery Task Force Recommendations - Access members of the
oversight Committee at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/iet/0624n09/


June 24, 2021: Environmental Assessment Bulletin - Re: Channel-Port aux Basques Access
Road: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ecc/0624n03/


June 22, 2021: Minister Davis Highlights Projects Under Low Carbon Economy
Leadership Fund: https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ecc/0622n04/


June 16, 2021: Atlantic Provinces Sign New Memorandum of Understanding for
Aquaculture: This extends the previous MOU signed in 2008:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2021/ffa/0616n02/


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021 with the following Bills under
consideration:


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Royal Assent: April 19, 2021.  Access latest version of Bill
4 at: https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


• Bill 131, the Energy Efficiency Act. First Reading: April 16, 2021. Access at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b131.htm


• Bill 118, Clean Air Act. First Reading: April 13, 2021. Private Member's Bill. Contains
comprehensive measures to promote the protection, restoration, enhancement and wise use of the
environment. Access full text at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b118.htm


• Bill 108, Free Well-water Testing Act. First Reading: April 12, 2021. This Private Member's Bill
would provide free testing for coliform bacteria, arsenic, lead and uranium in well-water used as a
source of drinking water. Access at: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b108.htm


• Bill 64, the Local Action on Climate Change Support Act. First Reading: March 25, 2021.
This Private Member's Bill would establish the Local Action on Climate Change Fund to assist
municipalities with project development: https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b064.htm


NOVA SCOTIA -  Consultations


Province begins consultation on climate change, sustainable development goals
Reminder: On May 27, 2021, the province’s Clean Foundation launched public consultations on
initiatives to develop goals under the Sustainable Development Goals Act and assist in developing the
Climate Change Plan for Clean Growth. The 60-day consultation ends July 27, 2021.
Details of the consultation are available at www.cleanfuture.ca


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. The House was subsequently
authorized to meet on the following dates: June 10, 12, 13, and 14


• Bill 276, Supporting Recovery and Competitiveness Act, 2021 - (The Spring 2021 Red
Tape Reduction Package). Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Among other things, the multi-faceted
omnibus legislation repeals provisions of the Electricity Act,1998 that require priority connection
access to renewable energy generation facilities. Access details of package at:
http://files.news.ontario.ca.s3-website-us-east-1.amazonaws.com/medg/en/learnmore/ontario_supporting_business_investment_and_prosperity_during_covid-19/210415_Spring_Red_Tape_Package_Backgrounder_EN_FINAL-s.pdf


- 11 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 2, 2021







ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills (continued)


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Royal Assent:
May 21, 2021: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 294, Securities Amendment Act (Climate Risk Financial Disclosure), 2021. First
Reading: May 17, 2021. The Bill amends the Securities Act to require issuers and reporting issuers to
conduct climate-related risk assessments. A climate-related risk assessment involves an analysis of
the risks stemming from the impact of climate change in the context of various scenarios. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-294


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
The Bill would specify that Ontarians living and working on reserves have the same right to safe
drinking water as that enjoyed by the rest of the population. Access Bill at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b286_e.pdf


• Bill 279, Environmental Protection Amendment Act (Microplastics Filters for Washing
Machines), 2021. First Reading: April 19, 2021. Access this Private Member’s Bill at:
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-04/b279_e.pdf


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Royal Assent: April 19, 2021. This
omnibus bill includes enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021 which would amalgamate
the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the
Conservation Review Board, the Mining and Lands Tribunal, and the Board of Negotiation into a single
entity called the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). Access Bill 245 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions
regarding development permits. Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


ONTARIO Appointments


Ontario government appoints David Piccini as new Environment Minister 
As part of a Cabinet shuffle on June 18, 2021, Ontario Premier Doug Ford made some key changes,
including appointing new ministers to the environment and natural resources portfolios. David Piccini is
now Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, replacing Jeff Yurek, and Greg Rickford assumes
a merged role as Minister of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry, and
remains Minister of Indigenous Affairs. Former Minister of Natural Resources, Forestry and Energy John
Yakabuski is now out of caucus. 


Authority Appoints Stewardship Ontario Administrator
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority has appointed former Ontario Assistant Deputy
Minister, Susan Lo, Administrator of Stewardship Ontario to oversee the implementation of the Municipal
Hazardous or Special Waste (MHSW) Program Wind Up Plan and the Blue Box Transition and
Stewardship Ontario Wind Up Plan, previously approved by the Authority.
As Administrator, Ms. Lo will oversee the operations of Stewardship Ontario, the industry funding
organization responsible for the administration of the programs, following the planned resignation of the
organization’s Board of Directors.
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ONTARIO Gazette notices


June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Government revokes MISA Regulations, effective July 1, 2021 
Effective July 1, 2021, the nine sector-specific industrial wastewater Effluent Monitoring and Effluent
Limits regulations, also known as the Municipal Industrial Strategy for Abatement (MISA) regulations,
under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA), which currently apply to 111 industrial facilities, are
revoked. 
In addition, the government is making consequential amendments to two environmental penalties
regulations under the EPA and the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) that are necessary to ensure
that, after the nine MISA regulations are revoked, the two environmental penalties regulations will
continue to apply to the same industrial sectors and sector facilities, and the effect on these facilities will
be unchanged. 
See ERO Notice in this issue for more details.
Access the June 26 edition of the Ontario Gazette for details of the following amending regulations:
Ontario Regulation 457/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 458/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 459/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 460/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 461/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 462/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 463/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 464/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 465/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 466/21 made under the Environmental Protection Act
Ontario Regulation 467/21 made under the Ontario Water Resources Act
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-gazette-volume-154-issue-26-june-26-2021/publications-under-part-iii-regulations-legislation-act-2006 


June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette
Government posts final Hazardous and Special Products (HSP) Regulation 
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, the Ontario Government finalized the Hazardous and Special Products (HSP)
Regulation under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016.
The regulation sets requirements for producers that supply designated automotive materials (oil filters, oil
containers and antifreeze), solvents, paints and coatings, pesticides, fertilizers, mercury-containing devices
(barometers, thermometers and thermostats) and pressurized containers (non-refillable and refillable pressurized
containers, refillable propane containers) to consumers in Ontario. 
The regulation makes producers fully accountable and financially responsible for their products and packaging
once they reach their end of life and are disposed; sets mandatory and enforceable requirements for HSP
collection systems; and gives producers choices for resource recovery services in a competitive market.
The Government has established the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority as the regulator tasked with
enforcing the requirements of the HSP Regulation
Producers’ collection, promotion, education and management obligations begin on October 1, 2021, following
the wind-up of the Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste (MHSW) program operated by Stewardship Ontario on
September 30, 2021. Access Reg at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21449


June 19, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
New regulation makes producers responsible for blue box programs
Reminder: The proposed producer responsibility regulation for blue box materials under the Resource
Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016, (O. Reg. 391/21: Blue Box) was filed on June 3, 2021. Under
the regulation, producers of blue box materials will be made responsible for managing their products by:
• transitioning existing municipal, local services board and First Nation blue box services to producer


responsibility between July 1, 2023 and December 31, 2025; and
• making producers responsible for a consistent set of blue box materials and eligible sources


beginning on January 1, 2026.
Producers of blue box materials are required to register with the Resource Productivity and Recovery
Authority (the “Authority”) by October 1, 2021.
Access the new Blue Box regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21391
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2579
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ONTARIO Gazette notices


June 19, 2021, The Ontario Gazette: 
• Amending O. Reg.101/94 (Recycling and Composting of Municipal Waste)


Among other things, the Regulation on recycling and composting of municipal waste is amended by adding
the following section clarifying the Blue Box Transition Schedule:


10.1 A municipality that is included in the Blue Box Transition Schedule, [...] and that provided a system for the
collection of blue box waste as of August 15, 2019, shall continue to operate that collection system until the date in the
Blue Box Transition Schedule that sets out when that municipality will start to receive collection services  [...]


Access the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21392


• Amending O. Reg.208/19 (Environmental Compliance Approval in respect of Sewage Works)
The amendment clarifies that the Act applies to any person who alters, extends, enlarges or replaces a
sewage works on or after July 1, 2021. Access the amendment at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21386


• Amending O. Reg.347 (General - Waste Management)
The amendment deals with the application of the Regulation with regard to waste management resulting
from COVID-19 antigen point-of-care testing. Access the amendment at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21384


ONTARIO Consultations


RPRA consulting on proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and
Special Products  
The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) is consulting on its proposed 2021 Registry
fees for Blue Box materials and Hazardous and Special Products (HSP). 
Producers obligated under the new Blue Box and HSP regulations will be required to register, report and
pay Registry fees to the Authority in 2021. 
The RPRA proposal, posted on June 18, 2021, outlines the proposed 2021 Registry fees for Blue Box
and HSP, as well as the methodology for allocating costs across all programs. 
RPRA is hosting two webinars to explain the methodology used to calculate the proposed fees and gain
feedback from registrants and other interested stakeholders. The same information will be presented at
each session to be held as follows: Wednesday, July 7, 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. and Thursday, July 8, 2:00
to 3:30 p.m.
Stakeholders can also submit their feedback by email to consultations@rpra.ca. All feedback must be
received by the Authority on or before August 3, 2021.
Access Proposed 2021 Registry Fees for Blue Box and Hazardous and Special Products at: 
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-BB-HSP-Proposal-and-Budget-Allocation_June-18-2021.pdf


ONTARIO Announcements 


Ontario investing in significant wetland restoration projects
June 16, 2021: The Ontario government announced that it is partnering with Ducks Unlimited Canada
to enhance and restore approximately 60 local wetlands across the province over the next year, as
part of a five-year, $30 million Wetlands Conservation Partner Program:
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000353/ontario-investing-in-significant-wetland-restoration-projects
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposal to Establish a Public Registry for Licences of Occupation under the Mining Act
ERO #019-3505; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021
The public will be able to easily access this new registry through the Mining Lands Administration System
(MLAS). Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3505


• Amendment of the Mining Act to enable a more streamlined approach to authorizing the
sale of end product from bulk samples
ERO #019-3506; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021
Legislative amendments to the Mining Act have been made to enable regulations that would allow claim
holders to sell the end product of a bulk sample, and retain proceeds, provided that certain conditions are
met. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3506


• Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion Program
ERO #019-3191; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 30, 2021
On June 8, 2021, the government filed O. Reg. 451/21, which amended O. Reg. 24/19 – Expansion of
Natural Gas Distribution Systems. The requirements are outlined in the ERO notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3191


• Proposal to exempt projects related to land claim settlements and other agreements with
Indigenous communities about land from the Environmental Assessment Act
ERO #019-1805; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 30, 2021
As part of the EA modernization efforts, the government gives notice that it is proposing to exempt, by
regulation, the following projects or activities from the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA):
- projects or activities related to land claim settlement agreements; and,
- certain projects or activities that implement other agreements about land involving Indigenous 
communities and the Crown. 


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1805


• Drainage Act Regulatory Proposal
ERO #019-2814; decision posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on June 30, 2021
OMAFRA gives notice that it is proceeding with a new Minister’s Regulation to provide a simpler process
for making minor improvements to municipal drains; and for approving updates to engineer’s reports for
changes to the design made during construction. It is also proposed to adopt the Drainage Act and
Conservation Authorities Act Protocol (DART Protocol) by reference.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2814


• Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan – Discussion Paper
ERO #019-3839; proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on June 29, 2021; Comment deadline: August 28, 2021
The discussion paper proposes a 30-year vision for mobility in the region, designed to meet the
transportation challenges of the future, along with near-term actions which can be taken now to achieve
the goals outlined. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3839 


• A Proposed Approach to Update the Projection Methodology Guideline
ERO #019-2346; proposal posted by Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on June 23, 2021; Comment deadline:
September 21, 2021
The original guideline was developed in 1995 to outline best practices to assist municipalities in preparing
population, housing and employment forecasts and related land need requirements. The province is
proposing to update the guideline to reflect recent changes to the land use planning system in Ontario -
including to the Planning Act through Bill 108, More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019, the Provincial Policy
Statement 2020, and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. Access the ERO
Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2346


• Proposal to amend the Planning Act, 1990 to apply Hydro One’s electricity transmission
project exemptions to all transmitters
ERO #019-3034; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 22, 2021
The government gives notice that it has amended the Planning Act,1990 to apply Hydro One’s electricity
transmission project exemptions to all transmitters: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3034


• Eliminating Renewable Energy Requirements
ERO #019-3471; decision posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on June 22, 2021
The Notice confirms that three sets of legislative provisions in the Electricity Act, 1998 (EA) and the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 (OEBA) that promote and prioritize renewable energy generation projects
were repealed on June 3, 2021, as part of Bill 276: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3471
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Nutrient Management Act - Further Burden Reduction Opportunities
ERO #019-3849; proposal posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on June 15, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 30, 2021
The Regulation prescribes rules for the management of prescribed materials on an agricultural operation,
including their storage and land application. Among other things, the Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing to amend the Regulation to remove the automatic five-year
expiration associated with an Agricultural Operation Planning (AOP) certificate. Instead, it is proposed that
AOP certificates will never expire. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3849


• Proposal to transfer requirements from Ontario’s industrial effluent monitoring and limits
regulations into Environmental Compliance Approvals and revoke the regulations
ERO #019-0773; decision posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 11, 2021. 
Effective July 1, 2021, the nine sector-specific industrial wastewater Effluent Monitoring and Effluent
Limits regulations, also known as the Municipal Industrial Strategy for Abatement (MISA) regulations,
under the Environmental Protection Act (EPA), which currently apply to 111 industrial facilities, were
revoked as they are no longer required. All facilities discharging wastewater into waterways are, pursuant
to section 53 of the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA), required to have site-specific sewage works
Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECAs) that consider potential impacts on local water bodies, and
include discharge limits that are in addition to, and often more stringent than, the technology-based
minimum limits set in the MISA regulations. Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0773


• Regulatory and Policy Changes to Private, Non-Commercial Occupation and Use of Land
in Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ERO #019-3474; proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 11, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 26, 2021
The government is recommending regulatory and policy changes to:
• allow for the potential continued use of existing private recreation camps (sometimes known as 
hunt camps) located on Crown land in provincial parks and conservation reserves; and


• potentially support existing access through provincial parks and conservation reserves to adjacent
privately owned land. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3474


• York Region Wastewater Act
ERO # 019-3802; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on June 3, 2021. Comment deadline: July 4, 2021.
The Ministry is soliciting public comment on proposed legislation to put on hold the Environmental
Assessment application for the Upper York Sewage Solution: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3802


• Amendments to support implementation of Emissions Performance Standards program
ERO # 019-3719; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 27, 2021. Comment deadline: July 11, 2021.
The proposed amendments are to support the transition from the federal Output-Based Pricing System
(OBPS) to the Ontario’s Emissions Performance Standards (EPS) program, which will be in effect
January 1, 2022. The posting also includes proposed changes to the administration and enforcement of
the program intended to clarify certain compliance and reporting requirements. MECP intends to hold a
virtual stakeholder consultation session in the short term to provide greater detail around these proposed
amendments. For details, access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3719


• Amendments to wastewater operator licensing regulation to address impacts of emergencies
ERO # 019-3515; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and owners and operators of wastewater
facilities the tools they need to act quickly to ensure waterways are protected during an emergency.
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3515


• Proposed amendments to drinking water operator and water quality analyst certification
regulation 
ERO # 019-3513; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 18, 2021. Comment deadline: July 2, 2021.
The proposed regulatory changes would give the ministry and drinking water systems the tools they need
to act quickly to help ensure the province’s drinking water is protected during an emergency, such as
providing systems with temporary staffing options, and operators with temporary relief from training and
certification requirements. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3513
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Modernizing environmental compliance practices of the MECP
ERO # 019-2972; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing changes to its environmental compliance policy to focus on “responding to
higher-risk incidents and to facilities that require a ministry permission and have established requirements
(e.g. landfills, organic waste facilities, energy from waste facilities and steel manufacturing).
“Incidents that are determined to be lower-risk noise and odour incidents (those that cause nuisance types
of impacts) or any incidents related to facilities not regulated by a permission will be referred to the
appropriate level of government or agency, such as municipalities that have authority under the Municipal
Act, 2001 to address these incidents through bylaws ”. Access at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2972


• Land Use Compatibility Guideline
ERO # 019-2785; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The government is proposing an updated Land Use Compatibility Guideline to help municipalities and
planning authorities plan sensitive land uses and major facilities. The aim is to avoid, or minimize and
mitigate, potential adverse effects from odour, noise, dust etc. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2785


• Guideline to address odour mixtures in Ontario
ERO # 019-2768; policy proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on May 4, 2021; 
Comment deadline: July 3, 2021.
The proposed guidance will provide more clarity on how to identify, prevent, manage, and remediate
human health and environmental impacts caused by emitted odour. It includes:
- clarification on the requirements for potentially odorous facilities applying for an Environmental 
Compliance Approval;


- guidance for facilities preparing an Odour Study under the Renewable Energy Approval Regulation;
- tools to more effectively anticipate and prevent odour issues for new sources of odour;
- a process for assessing, mitigating and minimizing odour impacts when a new development is 
proposed; and


- additional resources for facilities when assessing odours or when preparing a Technology 
Benchmarking Report for odour considerations for laboratories in Ontario that assess odour.


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2768


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature
The 2nd Session of the 66th General Assembly opened February 25, 2021, and adjourned on May 13, 2021.


• Bill 13, the Water Act. Reminder: The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for
implementation on June 16, 2021. Four draft regulations needed to implement the Act were published
on February 22, 2021. They comprise: the Water Withdrawal Regulations; the Well Construction
Regulations; the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; and
the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations. Links to these regulations were supplied in previous editions of
HSERA. Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021.


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Adoption in principle - clause by clause consideration
of the Bill: May 25, 2021. Under the bill, the procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is
amended, as are the conditions for carrying on activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats.
Access at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
In force: March 19, 2021. Access Bill 46 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills (continued)


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Assent: March 25, 2021. This Act amends the Act respecting land use
planning and development in order to, among other things, grant regional county municipalities new
powers, including the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management and to the
management of natural or man-made constraints. Access Bill 67 (Gazetted June 2, 2021) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2122-A.PDF


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to
give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their
activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the
financing of those systems. Access at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec.
Introduced: May 13, 2021. The Bill will change several laws including those relating to:
communications and contracts of employment; knowledge of a language other than French;
preventing and putting an end to harassment; the complaints process; a “Francization” program and
certificate for enterprises employing 25 employees and more; and application of the Bill to federal
employees. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access analysis: “Reform Of Bill 101: Notice To Employers” by Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers


QUEBEC Gazette notices


June 23 2021 Gazette Officielle
Temporary implementation of the amendments made in connection with the
management of flood risks -  Amendment
Among other things, the draft Regulation implements a temporary framework for the management of
bodies of water to replace the Protection Policy for Lakeshores, Riverbanks, Littoral Zones and
Floodplains (chapter Q-2, r. 35).
It makes certain activities subject to the issuance of an authorization by the relevant municipality for
work, constructions or other interventions carried out in bodies of water, and sets the conditions that
apply to an application for authorization. It also determines the flood zones subject to the new
framework until the boundaries of flood zones are established.
Activities in wetlands, bodies of water and sensitive areas
The Regulation respecting activities in wetlands, bodies of water and sensitive areas is amended with
respect to certain standards applicable to work, constructions and other interventions carried out in
bodies of water, and adds new standards. 
Regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of their environmental impact
The Regulatory scheme applying to activities on the basis of their environmental impact is amended to
change some of the conditions that apply to activities carried out in bodies of water and adds new
activities eligible for a declaration of compliance pursuant to section 31.0.6 of the Environment
Quality Act as well as new activities exempted from ministerial authorization pursuant to section
31.0.11 of the Environment Quality Act. 
Other provisions
Other sections of the amendment specifically address provisions regarding agricultural operations and
pesticides management.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 2017) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105111.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN - Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 12, An Act to amend The Wanuskewin Heritage Park Act, 1997. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


*


THE TERRITORIES  Yukon 
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on May 31, 2021.


• A Regulation to amend the Carbon Price Rebate General Regulation (2021) is now in effect. Made
pursuant to the Yukon Government Carbon Price Rebate Act, the amendment extends reference to
Yukon First Nations Rebate Account by changing reference to the 2019-2020 financial year to “each of
the 2019-2020, 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 financial years”.
https://legislation.yukon.ca/regs/oic2021_030.pdf


THE TERRITORIES Northwest Territories 
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 4, 2021. It is scheduled to reconvene on
October 14, 2021.


• Bill P-29, the Resource Royalty Information Disclosure Statute Amendment Act. Passed Second
Reading on June 1, 2021. If passed, this Private Member’s Bill will amend the Mineral Resources Act,
the Northwest Territories Lands Act, and the Petroleum Resources Act to “allow for the disclosure of
confidential information respecting resource royalties for use in the development and evaluation of
policy for the Government of the Northwest Territories to a member of the Legislative Assembly or to
an Indigenous government”. Access at: https://www.ntassembly.ca/sites/assembly/files/bill_29_0.pdf


THE TERRITORIES Nunavut - Legislature
The Legislative Assembly sat from May 27 to June 9, 2021.


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER) releases: 


The Canada Energy Regulator releases its three-year Regulatory Framework Plan
Reminder: The plan for 2021-2024 is posted on the website at:
http://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/how-weregulate/regulatory-framework-plan/regulatory-framework-plan-2021-to-2024/regulatoryframework-plan-2021-to-2024.pdf.


New CER report details Canada's oil and gas pipeline system 
Reminder: On June 9, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) released Canada’s Pipeline System
2021: Economics of CER-Regulated Infrastructure. Access the report at:
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/facilities-we-regulate/2021/index.html


CER joins the Aboriginal Liaison Program in British Columbia 
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) announced that it is joining British
Columbia’s Aboriginal Liaison Program (ALP): 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/cer-joins-aboriginal-liaison-program-british-columbia.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Pipeline Financial Requirements Regulations: SOR/2021-134
Subsection 4(1) of the Regulations is amended to explicitly require class 1 oil pipeline operators to
maintain 5% of their financial liability obligations in a form (type) that is readily accessible. This is done
by including a reference to paragraph 137(5)(a) of the Canadian Energy Regulator Act (CERA) which
defines the impacted companies. Paragraph 137(5)(a) of the CERA also sets the liability limit for class 1
oil pipeline operators at a minimum of $1 billion. The Regulations therefore require class 1 oil pipeline
operators to hold a minimum of $50 million in readily accessible form. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors134-eng.html 


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Regulations: SOR/2021-133
The objective of the amendment is to update the list of nuclear installations subject to the absolute,
exclusive and limited liability requirement of the Nuclear Liability and Compensation Act by removing the
Saskatchewan Research Council: SLOWPOKE 2 Reactor from the schedule to the Regulations. Access
the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors133-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Call for Proposals under $1.5-Billion Clean Fuels Fund to Grow Canadian Clean Fuels Market 
June 21, 2021; The Honourable Seamus O'Regan Jr., Minister of Natural Resources, officially launched
the $1.5-billion Clean Fuels Fund with a call for proposals for projects that increase Canada's capacity
to produce clean fuels. The fund supports building new or expanding existing clean fuel production
facilities, including hydrogen, renewable diesel, synthetic fuels, renewable natural gas and sustainable
aviation fuel. Access release at:
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/minister-o-regan-launches-call-for-proposals-under-1-5-billion-clean-fuels-fund-to-grow-clean-fuels-market-across-canada-853935867.html


Smart Renewables and Electrification Pathways Program - Request for nominations
On June 2, 2021, Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) announced its Smart Renewables and
Electrification Pathways Program (SREP). The $964-million commitment will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions over four years by encouraging the replacement of fossil-fuel generated electricity with
cleaner energy technologies, such as wind and hydro. To facilitate this transformation to Canada's
electric grid, SREPs offers financial assistance to eligible projects during the construction phase. The
Request for Project Registrations under the Program is now open. Access details at:
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/climate-change/green-infrastructure-programs/smart-renewables-and-electrification-pathways-program/23566


Government releases Policy Statement on future thermal coal mining projects 
On June 11, 2021, the Government of Canada released a Policy Statement on future thermal coal
mining projects and project expansions. “The statement indicates that the Government considers that
these projects are likely to cause unacceptable environmental effects within federal jurisdiction and are
not aligned with Canada’s domestic and international climate change commitments. Accordingly, this
position will inform federal decision-making on thermal coal mining projects”. Access policy statement
at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/electricity-generation/statement-government-canada-thermal-coal-mining.html


*
ALBERTA Ministerial Orders


High performance benchmark for oil sands upgrading available under TIER
On June 8, 2021, Ministerial Order 49/2021 was published. The order establishes a new high-
performance benchmark under the Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Regulation (TIER)
Regulation for oil sands upgrading, using complexity weighted barrels. This new benchmark is made
available to regulated facilities for the 2020 compliance year and onwards.
The Ministerial Order is available at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ep-49-2021
Links to the Ministerial Order have also been posted on the department’s TIER Regulation webpage at:
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx
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ALBERTA Management resources


• Oil sands information bulletin [2018 to current]. Last update: June 25, 2021, the purpose of an
Information Bulletin is to notify industry regarding items such as proposed changes to legislation,
regulations or operating procedures with the intent of soliciting feedback; new programs or changes to
existing programs, projects, services, strategies or organizational structures; and industry participation
in department initiatives. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/oil-sands-information-bulletin


ALBERTA AER announcements


• Update to AER Pipeline Performance Report. On June 22, 2021, the Alberta Energy
Regulator (AER) posted the latest Pipeline Performance Report. The report shows that pipeline
incidents in Alberta continue to decline, with the number of incidents decreasing by 12 per cent in
2020 compared to 2019.
Overall, the number of pipeline incidents has dropped by 40 per cent over the past 10 years, despite
the total length of pipelines having grown by 11 per cent. Access announcement at:
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/announcements/announcement-june-22-2021


• Joint review panel denies applications for Grassy Mountain Coal project. On June 17,
2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released findings of the Joint review panel review of Grassy
Mountain Coal project. The panel found the project is not in the public interest and has denied the
provincial applications. For more information, review the panel's news release at: 
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/139410
The report, which includes an executive summary, is available on the AER website at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/decisions/2021/2021ABAER010.pdf


• Historical Applications and Decisions Catalogue Released. On June 29, 2021, the Alberta
Energy Regulator (AER) released a Historical Applications and Decisions Catalogue which contains a
searchable database of applications and decisions made by the regulator dating back to the 1950s.
The catalogue is available at: https://had.aer.ca


ALBERTA AER bulletins


• Bulletin 2021-25: New Functionality Moving to OneStop. On June 24, 2021, the Alberta Energy
Regulator (AER) announced that, effective July 8, 2021, it will be adding new functionality to its
OneStop program. Among other things:
- well licensees will be able to submit an application in OneStop to resume activity on an existing well;
- wells system-generated cancellations for expiries will now be auto-completed in OneStop;
- applicants will now have the ability to link Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (EPEA) 
approvals to Public Lands in-situ applications based on specific disposition types, purposes, and 
activity codes;


- well licensees will be required to submit Log ASCII Standard (LAS) and raster well logs through 
OneStop. CD/DVD submissions will no longer be accepted. Well log summary reports will no longer 
be required. Directive 080: Well Logging and an associated FAQ document will be updated to reflect 
these changes to submission requirements and will come into effect on July 8, 2021; and


- licensees will be required to submit all Record of Site Condition (RoSC), and associated professional, 
reports through OneStop unless the submission is required under an EPEA approval for mining
operations. (More information can be found on the AER website, www.aer.ca, under "Contamination 
Management Tools and Resources").


AER will hold training sessions on RoSC before and after the release, and training sessions on well log
submissions after the release. More information can be found on the Events page at:
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/events
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ALBERTA Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) -  consultations
The Alberta Energy Regulator recently posted notice that it is seeking feedback on the following:


• Bulletin 2021-24: Invitation for Feedback on Directives 055 and 058 
AER recently posted new editions of:
- Directive 055: Storage Requirements for the Upstream Petroleum Industry; and 
- Directive 058: Oilfield Waste Management Requirements for the Upstream Petroleum Industry


These directives have been updated to incorporate the storage of large volumes of water such as
produced water, water-based flowback, and oilfield landfill leachate in storage devices for reuse in
hydraulic fracturing. For more information, access Bulletin 2021- 24 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-24
The drafts share a comment form. Comment deadline: July 25, 2021. 


• Bulletin 2021-22: Invitation for Feedback on Proposed New Licensee Life-Cycle
Management Directive 
Under this heading, the Regulator is seeking feedback on the proposed new Directive XXX: Licensee
Life-Cycle Management. This directive supports the Government of Alberta (GoA)'s new Liability
Management Framework and is enabled by rule changes announced in AER Bulletin 2020-26. 
More information on AER’s various liability management programs is available on the AER website at:
aer.ca > Regulating Development > Project Closure > Liability Management Programs and Processes.
Further information is available in Bulletin 2021-22 with access to the comment form available at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-xxx.
Also released was Bulletin 2021-23 addressing ‘mandatory closure spend targets’.
Comment deadline: July 25, 2021.


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations and Orders


The Applicability (Professional Governance) Regulation pursuant to the Hydro and Power
Authority Act
In force as of June 30, 2021. The Regulation specifies that The Professional Governance Act applies to the
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority.


BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-22) Reclamation Guidance for the Use of Ecologically Suitable Species
On June 28 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted Reclamation Guidance for the Use of
Ecologically Suitable Species. The purpose of the guidance is to introduce expectations for
implementing section 19 of the Environmental Protection and Management Regulation (EMPR) as part
of the Certificate of Restoration (CoR) Part 2 application process. 
The guidance is anchored to results-based targets and leverages professional reliance (i.e., qualified
reclamation specialists). As such, it outlines best practices a qualified reclamation specialist often
considers when determining restoration practices and techniques to employ for a given restoration
area. This bulletin initiates the summer review period, which will be followed by targeted engagement
sessions starting in September 2021. Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/reclamation-guidance-for-the-use-of-ecologically-suitable-species-indb-2021-22/


(INDB 2021-21) New Glycol Dehydrator Data Collection Template
On June 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted a New Glycol Dehydrator Data Collection
Template. The template is intended to support the requirements of the Drilling and Production
Regulation and the Oil and Gas Activity Operations Manual regarding emissions from glycol
dehydrators. The Drilling and Production Regulation establishes new emissions requirements for glycol
dehydrators installed on or after January 1, 2022 and, beginning on January 1, 2023, for glycol
dehydrators installed before January 1, 2022. Access bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-glycol-dehydrator-data-collection-template-indb-2021-21/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements
(INDB 2021-20) New Vent Data Collection Template
On June 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission posted a New Vent Data Collection Template for
data formatting as a complement to its Flaring and Venting Reduction Guideline. Both the template and
the guideline are intended to support the requirements of the Drilling and Production Regulation related
to venting from storage tanks, compressor seals, pneumatic devices and pneumatic pumps that started
on January 1, 2021 and will continue to come into effect until January 1, 2023. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-vent-data-collection-template-released-indb-2021-20/


(IB 2021-03) Integrity Management Program Audits Show Improvement; Room for Growth
On June 21, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission released the results of 2020 audits conducted
under its Pipeline and Facility Integrity Management Programs (IMPs). Based on the results of the 2020
audits, the most common areas for improvement include: defining the scope of a facility’s IMP;
contractor oversight; the management of inactive pipelines; and the assessment of training and
competency. For more information on 2020 IMP audits, refer to the 2020 Pipeline and Facilities Integrity
Management Program (IMP) Compliance Assurance Summary at:


https://www.bcogc.ca/files/reports/Technical-Reports/2020-Pipeline-Integrity-Management-Program-Compliance-Assurance-Summary_June-18.pdf


*
MANITOBA -  Regulations


Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act
Effective July 1, 2021, the Reliability Standards Regulation, pursuant to The Manitoba Hydro Act, is
amended. The amendment replaces the list of standards in Schedule 1.
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2021/050.pdf
Related to this, two exemption regulations took effect on June 18, 2021. These are:
• the Regulatory Accountability Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Statutes and 
Regulations Act and 


• the Exemption (Manitoba Hydro) Regulation pursuant to The Regulatory Accountability Act.


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR -  Management resources


Offshore Adverse Weather Communications Protocol
Last month the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers’ (CAPP) released Offshore
Newfoundland and Labrador – Adverse Weather Communication Protocols.
The Industry Best Practice has been created to ensure that roles, responsibilities and needs are clearly
identified prior to any events that may affect the integrity of offshore operations.
Specifically, it describes how Operators will communicate with each another and the CNLOPB
pertaining to weather information, plans, precautions and resource availability, such as
vessels or helicopter transport. Access the document at:
https://www.cnlopb.ca/wp-content/uploads/cop/adverseweather.pdf


ONTARIO Announcements


• IESO and OEB join forces to support projects to help meet growing energy needs
June 18, 2021: Businesses and communities will soon be able to test innovative energy technologies
and approaches thanks to a new partnership between the Independent Electricity System Operator
(IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). The IESO Grid Innovation Fund (GIF) and the OEB
Innovation Sandbox will hold a joint, targeted call later this year for submissions to support research
and demonstration projects that have the potential to provide value to consumers and the grid. The
IESO and the OEB are interested in innovative proposals that would test the capabilities of Distributed
Energy Resources (DERs) in providing services at both the local and provincial levels. 
Access release at: 


https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/ieso-and-oeb-join-forces-to-support-innovative-projects-to-help-meet-province-s-growing-energy-needs-876903877.html
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SASKATCHEWAN -  Gazette Notices


June 25, 2021, the Saskatchewan Gazette (pages 452-454):
Amendments to The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations
Amendments to The Oil and Gas Conservation Regulations, 2012 were filed and will come into
force at a date to be specified. The Oil and Gas Conservation Amendment Regulations, 2021
repeal a number of sections from the 2012 regulations and replace sections addressing eligibility
requirements for a licence and enforcement of regulations and orders. 
Access the Gazette Notice via: 
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/113447


*


Standards, codes and guidelines


June 19, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Dimethoate and Omethoate
Proposed guideline value: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.02 mg/L (20 μg/L) is
proposed for dimethoate in drinking water.
Dimethoate is a broad spectrum organophosphate pesticide used to control a wide range of insects and
mites on agricultural and non-agricultural sites. 
Omethoate is a breakdown product of dimethoate in the environment. It is also produced during
treatment of source water containing dimethoate.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1
The technical document for this guideline is available from June 19, 2021 to August 18, 2021 on the
Health Canada consultation web page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/consultations.html#water


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Draft federal environmental quality guidelines for certain substances 
The government recently published notice that draft federal environmental quality guidelines (FEQGs)
are available for the following substances:
• Aluminium
• Selenium
• Siloxane-D4.
The Guidelines are available on the Canada.ca (Chemical Substances) website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/latest-news.html


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality: Physical, Aesthetic and
Chemical Characteristics 
Pursuant to subsection 55(3) of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999, the Minister of
Health recently gave notice of proposed Guidelines for Canadian Recreational Water Quality: Physical,
Aesthetic and Chemical Characteristics. 
The proposed technical document for this guideline is available for public comment from June 12, 2021
to August 11, 2021 on Health Canada's Environment and workplace health consultation web page. Any
person may, within 60 days after publication of this notice, file with the Minister of Health written
comments on the proposed document. 
Comments can be submitted by email to: HC.water-eau.SC@canada.ca. 
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Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage outlining
both currently-published FEQGs and those under development can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


CSA standards update


• CSA Z1615 - First Responder Fatigue Risk Management System
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the identification of fatigue related hazards, and
assessment and control of fatigue-related risks across first responder occupations. It includes policies,
processes, programs, procedures, and practices related to the following: a voluntary framework for
fatigue risk management at the organizational/system level; direction on planning, developing,
implementing and evaluating the fatigue risk management system within the framework; and
informative guidance on risk assessment tools, implementing feasible control strategies, and
performance indicators.
Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 27, 2021. Review end date: July 27, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4213


• Z259.15 - Anchorage connectors
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4207


• CSA Z275.4 - Competency Standard for diving, hyperbaric chamber, and remotely operated
vehicle operations
Reminder: This Standard applies to occupational diving, hyperbaric facility, and remotely operated
vehicle (ROV) operations conducted in connection with all types of work and employment and
describes the requirements for minimum competency levels for all personnel directly associated with
the identified techniques of diving or ROV operations.
Contact: dave.shanahan@csagroup.org. Review start date: June 2, 2021. Review end date: August
1, 2021. Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4217


• Z620.3 - Flaring, incineration and enclosed combustion (New Standard)
Reminder: This Standard applies to newly installed flares, incinerators and enclosed combustors used
in the following sectors: drilling operations; completions and well testing; well sites and gathering
pipelines, thermal in-situ operations; process facilities (up to and ending at custody transfer at the
product outlet point); and workovers and well servicing.
Contact: jonathan.venalainen@csagroup.org. Review start date: May 21, 2021. Review end date: July 20, 2021.
Access more details and review a draft amendment of the standard (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4208


• CSA C22.1:21 Canadian Electrical Code, Part 1 (25th edition), Safety Standard for Electrical
Installations 
Reminder: The 25th edition of the CSA C22.1:21, Canadian Electrical Code, Part I is now available in
both French and English editions. For over 90 years, the Canadian Electrical Code, Part I has been
developed and updated to help better protect electrical workers and promote improved consistency in
electrical installations across the country. The new edition includes over 200 additions and revisions,
including: a new subsection for energy storage; requirements related to adapting to climate change;
addressing risks from floods; and substantial changes to wiring methods. Purchase at: 
https://www.orderline.com/csa-c22-1-21-canadian-electrical-code-part-i-25th-edition-safety-standard-for-electrical-installations?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn_zf7smV8QIVqGxvBB3KmgBmEAAYASAAEgLXXPD_BwE


*


- 25 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, July 2, 2021







Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature
The House of Commons adjourned sitting on June 23, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on September 20, 2021.


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. Third Reading in the House of
Commons: May 27, 2021. The Bill amends the Offshore Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its
transitional regulations. Access Bill S-3 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Royal Assent: June 29, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill extends compassionate care leave
provisions by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave to which an employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code
New record-keeping provisions
Among other things, the proposal will require employers to keep records of the following information:
• unforeseeable emergencies that an employee had to deal with and as a result of which the employer


could not provide the employee with 24 hours’ notice of a change to their shift; had to either postpone
or cancel the employee’s 30-minute break; or had to require the employee to work additional hours,
which resulted in them having a rest period of fewer than 8 hours;


• a copy of any certificate from a health care practitioner related to an employee’s or student intern’s 
medical breaks and any employer request for such certificate;


• every work schedule and modification of a work schedule that is provided to a student intern; and
• every refusal to work made by a student intern due to not receiving 96 hours’ written notice of their 
work schedule.


For full details, access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/reg1-eng.html


June 23, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending Certain Regulations Made Under the Canada Labour Code
In response to various recommendations made by the Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of
Regulations (SJCSR), a series of miscellaneous amendments are being made to the Canada
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations (COHSR), the Maritime Occupational Health and Safety
Regulations (MOHSR), the Aviation Occupational Health and Safety Regulations (AOHSR), and the On
Board Trains Occupational Health and Safety Regulations (OTOHSR).
These amendments of administrative and editorial nature do not negatively impact stakeholders or
change the policy intention of the regulations. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors122-eng.html


Vessel Safety Certificates Regulations updated under the Canada Shipping Act, 2001
To reflect the emphasis on promoting and ensuring vessel safety, the title of the Vessel Certificates
Regulations is changed to the Vessel Safety Certificates Regulations (VSCR).
The VSCR clarify and update existing vessel safety certificate requirements, inspection details and
voyage classification definitions. The VSCR also update the schedules for sheltered waters. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-06-23/html/sor-dors135-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette notices


June 19, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Grade Crossings Regulations under the Railway Safety Act
The proposed amendments would revise the scope of application of the Regulations by setting
requirements for grade crossings according to a risk-based model. Under this model, existing crossings
considered to be low risk would be exempted from upgrade requirements. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/reg7-eng.html


Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 30
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb3


Regulations Amending the Canadian Aviation Security Regulations, 2012 (Various Amendments)
The objective of this regulatory proposal, under the Aeronautics Act, is to improve efficiencies by
providing aviation security stakeholders with relief from long-standing irritants, enabling the Canadian Air
Transport Security Authority (CATSA) to continue to effectively carry out its security screening mandate,
strengthening the regulatory framework by addressing discrepancies and formalizing existing
procedures, and meeting international standards and best practices.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/reg5-eng.html


FEDERAL Management resources


Working in Extreme Heat - Resources posted by Energy Safety Canada
At press time, a heat warning was in effect for much of Western Canada. Employers and workers need
to know how to protect themselves from heat exposure and recognize the signs of heat stress.
To this end, the following resources were recently highlighted by Energy Safety Canada:
Alberta OH&S Working Safely in the Heat and Cold:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/gs006
WorkSafe BC Preventing Heat Stress at Work:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/preventing-heat-stress-at-work?lang=en
WorkSafe Saskatchewan Heat Exhaustion:
https://www.worksafesask.ca/prevention/environmental-risks/heat-exhaustion/


*


ALBERTA  Legislature - Recapping the progress of current bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 16, 2021.
• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This


Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’
Compensation Act. Changes to the WCA came into force on April 1, 2021. Reminder: The new OHSA will
come into force on proclamation (expected to be September 1, 2021). Details regarding proposed changes to
the OHSA and WCA have been itemized in previous issues of HSERA.
Access updated OH&S Act at: https://www.qp.alberta.ca/570.cfm?frm_isbn=9780779821914&search_by=link
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


*
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 17, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting on October 4, 2021.


• Bill 6, the Accessible British Columbia Act. Royal Assent: June 17, 2021. This Bill supports
the identification, removal and prevention of barriers to the full and equal participation in society of
persons with disabilities. Access Bill 6 at:
https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-business/legislation-debates-proceedings/42nd-parliament/2nd-session/bills/first-reading/gov06-1


• Bill 2, the Public Interest Disclosure Amendment Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, section 16 is amended by adding the following subsection:


(5) If, as a result of receiving information under this Act, a designated officer or the Ombudsperson reasonably
believes that a matter constitutes an imminent risk of a substantial and specific danger to the life, health or safety
of persons, or to the environment, the designated officer or the Ombudsperson may report the information to a
relevant protection official.


Access Bill 2 at: https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/data%20-%20ldp/Pages/42nd2nd/1st_read/PDF/gov02-1.pdf


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect,
addresses issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill,
together with explanatory notes, at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Regulations


WorkSafeBC approves amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Reminder: On June 7, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s Board of Directors approved the 2020 amendments to
the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. The approved amendments are as follows:
Part 6, Restricted intervals for pesticide application; Part 8, High visibility apparel; Part 8, Safety
headgear; and Part 16, Mobile equipment.
Strikethrough versions of the amendments with explanatory notes can be accessed at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/board-of-directors-decisions/bod-2021-04-27-01-2020-amendments-ohsr?lang=en
These amendments will come into effect on September 1, 2021.


BRITISH COLUMBIA Updates and reminders


OHS Policy updates
On June 1, 2021: Amendments to the Table of Exposure Limits for Excluded Substances took effect.
View the updates at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/updates-decisions?year=2021&tag=Policy%20Update


OHS Guideline updates
On June 1, 2021: The Table of Exposure Limits for Chemical and Biological Substances was
updated.
On May 31, 2021: Revised and retired guidelines were posted covering a range of topics. 
View the updates at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/updates-decisions?year=2021&tag=Guideline%20Update


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Virtual rate consultation sessions scheduled for this month
This month, July, 2021, WorkSafeBC is offering virtual rate consultation sessions, presented on a
secure platform, that are open to employers across the province to attend. For more details and to
register for a session, visit:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/insurance/know-coverage-costs/industry-premium-rates/rate-consultations


Consultation on proposed BC Exposure Limits (ELs) 
Reminder: On June 8, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice that it is requesting stakeholder feedback
on the proposed Exposure Limits for 22 substances. Details were provided in the June 15 issue of
HSERA. Feedback will be accepted until 4:30 p.m., Friday, August 13, 2020.
View the proposed B.C. ELs and provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-proposed-bc-exposure-limits-based-on-new-or-revised-2016-2017-2018-acgih-tlvs-selected-chemical-substances-aug-21
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations (continued)


Consultation on proposed amendments to Part 3 of the Occupational Health and
Safety Regulation re: reassignment of refused work
Reminder: On June 4, 2021, WorkSafeBC Policy, Regulation and Research Division is requesting
feedback on proposed amendments to Part 3, Rights and Responsibilities, new section 3.12.1 —
Reassignment of refused work, of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation.
View the proposed regulatory amendment and information on how to provide feedback at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/consultation-on-proposed-amendments-to-part-3-of-ohsr-aug-13-21


Comment deadline: August 13, 2021.


WorkSafeBC Proposed policy amendments regarding Permanent Disability Evaluation
Schedule (PDES) Review
Reminder:  On May 3, 2021, WorkSafeBC’s PDES Review posted proposed changes to the Vision
Disability section of the PDES concerning photophobia to reflect best practices in the field of
ophthalmology and ophthalmology assessment. Comment deadline: August 6, 2021.
The discussion paper, with options and draft policy, can be found at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/proposed-policy-amendments-regarding-permanent-disability-evaluation-schedule-review


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management Resources 


• Preparing for Step 3 of BC’s Restart: Communicable disease prevention
Step 3 of BC’s Restart began on July 1, 2021. This means that employers may transition away from a


COVID-19 Safety Plan towards communicable disease prevention to reduce the risk of communicable
disease in the workplace. Find information, including a new guide and FAQs on what communicable
disease prevention is, at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/communicable-disease-prevention-guide-employers?lang=en


• Create a fall protection plan for your worksite - fillable template
Employers can now use a fillable template to help create fall protection plans that meet the different
needs of every worksite. A supporting guide is also available. Access the fall protection template at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/checklist/creating-a-fall-protection-plan-for-your-worksite-fillable-template?lang=en


• Practice sun safety when working outdoors
Access this new resource at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/campaigns/practice-sun-safety-when-working-outdoors


*
MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly adjourned sitting on June 1, 2021 and is scheduled to reconvene on
October 6, 2021.


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021. This Bill
amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017 recommendations of the
Legislative Review Committee. Access Bill 18 at: 
http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. Royal Assent: May 20, 2021.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: the position of the chief prevention
officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by
the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious; and maximum fines for offences under the Act are
increased. Consequential amendments are made to the Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18
above).  Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


• Bill 23, The Highway Traffic Amendment Act (Control of Traffic by Flag Persons). Royal
Assent: May 20, 2021. The Bill enables traffic authorities to authorize a flag person to temporarily
control traffic on behalf of a third party, such as a festival organizer or a film production company.
Access at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b023e.php#:~:text=This%20Bill%20amends%20The%20Highway,or%20a%20film%20production%20company.


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK - Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The First Session of the 60th Legislative Assembly stands adjourned until Tuesday, November 2, 2021


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make a minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. Royal Assent: March 26, 2021. This Private
Member’s Bill would make changes to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and
Compensation Commission and provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at:
https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - Reports


Report released on Statutory Review of Workers’ Compensation System
On June 18, 2021 a report was released on the Statutory Review of Newfoundland and
Labrador’s Workers’ Compensation System. Access the Report at:
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ecc/publications/statreviewnlworkerscompensationsystem/


NOVA SCOTIA - Legislature
Legislative Assembly 63 opened: March 9, 2021 and adjourned on April 19, 2021.


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills
The House may meet pursuant to the Standing Orders from Monday to Thursday, from February 16, 2021 to
December 9, 2021, with the following exceptions: June 4 to September 10. The House was subsequently
authorized to meet on the following dates: June 10, 12, 13, and 14


• Bill 286, Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021. Second Reading: May 10, 2021.
Referred to Standing Committee. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-286


• Bill 282, Moving Ontarians More Safely Act, 2021 & Towing and Storage Safety and
Enforcement Act, 2021. Royal Assent: June 3, 2021. Regulatory changes address stunt driving
and the protection of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and highway workers. Other
measures improve truck safety, encourage the use of ‘power-assisted bicycles’ and facilitate their
storage on transit vehicles and increase oversight of the towing sector. Access Bill 282 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-282
See also ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3534


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: April 14,
2021. Among other things, a new section 88.1 sets out a special rule for the calculation of certain
premiums payable by employers for the 2021 calendar year. Access Bill 238 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 230, An Act to proclaim Front-line and Essential Service Worker Week. Royal
Assent: June 3, 2021. Access at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-05/b230rep_e.pdf


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Royal Assent: May 12, 2021. The Bill amends The
Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1, 2005, to be
equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights. Access Bill 246
at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246
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ONTARIO Gazette Notices
June 26, 2021, The Ontario Gazette 
Reminder: New regulation to streamline incident reporting requirements now in effect
Ontario Regulation 420/21, a new regulation dealing with Notices and Reports under Sections 51 to
53.1 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA) regarding fatalities, critical injuries,
occupational illnesses and other Incidents, came into effect on July 1, 2021.
The new regulation incorporates a new critical injury definition and streamlines reporting requirements
into a single regulation that applies to all workplaces covered under the OHSA.
The Regulation and its consequential amendments to other provincial OH&S regulations were
published in the June 15 edition of HSERA. Main points are as follows:
• The Regulation: clarifies that “critically injured” means an injury of a serious nature that,


(a)  places life in jeopardy,
(b)  produces unconsciousness,
(c)  results in substantial loss of blood,
(d)  involves the fracture of a leg or arm but not a finger or toe,
(e)  involves the amputation of a leg, arm, hand or foot but not a finger or toe,
(f)  consists of burns to a major portion of the body, or
(g)  causes the loss of sight in an eye; (“gravement blessé”).


• The amendment prescribes information the employer must provide in a written report or written notice.
• The amendment prescribes incidents where notice must be provided under subsection 53 (1) of the Act.
• The amendment prescribes details regarding the retention of records and the distribution of relevant 
information to a joint health and safety committee, the health and safety representative and the trade union.


Access the Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21420


Consequential amendments also published in The Ontario Gazette: June 26, 2021 comprise the following:
O. Reg. 429/21: Farming Operations
O. Reg. 426/21: Construction Projects
O. Reg. 427/21: Health Care and Residential Facilities
O. Reg. 428/21: Diving Operations
O. Reg. 421/21: Industrial Establishments
O. Reg. 422/21: Mines and Mining Plants
O. Reg. 423/21: Oil and Gas - Offshore
O. Reg. 425/21: X-Ray Safety
O. Reg. 424/21: Window Cleaning


Amendments to Reg. 851 (Industrial Establishments) clarify when a pre-start health and safety
review is required 
Reminder: The Industrial Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) under the Occupational Health
and Safety Act has been amended to streamline and clarify pre-start health and safety review
requirements while maintaining existing worker health and safety protections. The changes, described
in detail in the June 15, 2021 edition of HSERA, will come into effect on January 1, 2022.
Section 7 of Regulation 851 requires that a pre-start health and safety review be carried out in
factories on certain machinery, protective elements, structures, and processes that can pose a serious
hazard to worker health and safety, before they are operated for the first time or before modifications
are made. Equipment, protective elements, structures and processes that would continue to require a
pre-start health and safety review would include:
• storage and dispensing of flammable liquids;
• safeguarding devices such as light curtains, or interlocked barrier guards;
• racks and stacking structures;
• processes and dust collectors that pose a risk of fire or explosion;
• processes that involve molten metals;
• cranes and other lifting devices that are suspended from or supported by a structure; and
• ventilation systems used to prevent worker exposure to hazardous biological or chemical agents.
For ease of use, the Table to section 7 has been modified to include a new column setting out
exemptions. Some of circumstances and exemptions have been modified to clarify their meaning, and
there are two new exemptions.
Access the full text of the amendment at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21434
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ONTARIO Management resources


• Ontario launches new online carrier record: The Ministry of Transportation has developed a
new product for commercial vehicle clients called the Online Carrier Record. This new portal provides
clients with instant access to all of their safety records in real-time. Users will be able to filter and sort
using a variety of functions and view these records online or download them as a PDF or Excel file to
help manage their safety performance: https://www.carrierrecords.mto.gov.on.ca/welcome/en


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills
The Legislative Assembly ended on June 12, 2021.


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Subject to a clause by clause review by the Committee on Labour and
the Economy - last sitting: June 11, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting
industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases;
• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment


injury, and expand measures to favour workers’ reinstatement;
• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission to elect to apply for a review of


the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal; and
•  increase the amounts of fines.
Access Bill 59 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


• Bill 96, An Act respecting French, the official and common language of Québec. Last
sitting held on May 13, 2021 (Vote : Pour 121, Contre 0, Abstention 0). If adopted, the Bill will make
sweeping changes to the Charter of the French language (Charter) and several other laws including
those relating to: communications and contracts of employment; knowledge of a language other than
French; preventing and putting an end to harassment; the complaints process; a “Francization”
program and certificate for enterprises employing 25 employees and more; and application to federal
employees. Access the Bill at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1.html
Access regulatory analysis of impacts “Reform Of Bill 101: Notice To Employers” by Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.mondaq.com/canada/employee-rights-labour-relations/1070480/reform-of-bill-101-notice-to-employers
Comment on this Bill via the National Assembly's website at:
https://assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/commentaire.html?type=ProjetLoi&id=20417&url=travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-96-42-1


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


June 30, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Various amendments made to Regulations under Act respecting industrial accidents
and occupational diseases
The amendments deal with the following aspects of the province’s workers’ compensation regime:
• financing (page 2237):


http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105101.pdf
• table of income replacement indemnities payable under the Act for 2022 (page 2466):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105104.pdf


• Applicable percentages for the purposes of levying the assessment on employers personally liable
for the payment of benefits for 2022 (page 2524):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105102.pdf


• Table of gross annual income from suitable employments for 2022(page 2524):
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105102.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Occupational health and safety in mines - Amendment  
The draft Regulation provides for amendments concerning, in particular, in an underground mine, the
safe use of a tubular ladder emergency exit, the keeping of a ground control register, and the
requirements for reducing the risk of fire at a shaft station. 
In addition, it specifies the obligation for the supervision of explosives, as well as the requirements for
their transportation and storage in an underground mine. 
Lastly, it revokes section 50, which requires the installation of a guard rail in an open pit mine,
since other regulatory requirements cover the protection of workers against falls.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105081.pdf


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Order in Council 781-2021 makes various amendments to regulations under the Act
respecting Occupational Health and Safety. 


• Occupational health and safety - Amendment dealing with noise exposures
Among other things, this amendment sets noise exposure limits, means for evaluating the daily noise
exposure level and peak sound pressure level in an establishment, and the standards applicable.
The provisions are intended to eliminate or reduce noise at source or, at a minimum, to reduce
workers’ exposure to noise.
They also specify the reasonable means that an employer must implement to eliminate or reduce
noise at source, comply with the noise exposure limits, and reduce workers’ exposure to noise. They
also specify the workplace situations in which the wearing of hearing protectors is necessary.
The daily noise exposure level is set at 85dBA*, as defined using one of the prescribed formulas and 
noise exposure standards.
The peak sound pressure level (Lp,Cpeak) is set at 140dBC**.
Among other things, the measurement of the daily noise exposure level and peak sound pressure level
must be made by (1) a professional or technician with training in occupational hygiene or specialized
training in acoustics; or (2) a person who masters best practices in the field of noise measurement.
The Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023.
Comprehensive details are outlined regarding the specifics of an employer’s responsibilities to prevent
noise exposures. For details access the Gazette Notice (pages 1677 to 1681) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


* “dBA” means an A-weighted decibel measurement - the weighting reduces the significance of extreme frequencies, in particular low
frequencies below 200 Hz, and increases the significance of frequencies around 2 500 Hz.


** “dBC” means a C-weighted decibel measurement - the weighting reduces the significance of frequencies at or below 31 Hz and
increases the significance of frequencies at or above 8 000 Hz. C-weighting must be used for all measurements to evaluate peak sound
pressure level.


• Safety Code for the Construction Industry - Amendment re: noise exposures
Among other things, the Safety Code for the Construction Industry specifies levels of daily exposures
and impulse noise for the industry and specifies an employer’s responsibilities for monitoring and
minimizing noise exposure levels, preferably by prevention strategies to eliminate or reduce noise at
source, or by the provision of appropriate hearing protection. 
The amendment specifies that “when purchasing or replacing a tool, vehicle, piece of machinery,
machine or piece of equipment, the employer must implement reasonable means so that the one that
produces the least noise is acquired”.
The noise exposure limits are set at: 85 dBA.
The peak sound pressure level (Lp,Cpeak) is set at 140dBC.
A table outlines maximum permitted daily durations at various maximum permitted sound pressure
levels.
This Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023.
For details access the Gazette Notice (pages 1681 to 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices  (continued)


June 16, 2021 Gazette Officielle
• Safety representatives in establishment - Amendment re: noise dosimeters


Among other things, the Regulation respecting safety representatives in establishments is amended
by replacing “dBA sonometer” in Schedule 2 by “integrating sound level meter or dosimeter”.
This Regulation comes into force on June 16, 2023. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1685) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


• Quality of the work environment - Repealed  
The Regulation respecting the quality of the work environment under Act respecting occupational
health and safety is revoked. Access the Gazette Notice (page 1686) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=105088.pdf


*
SASKATCHEWAN Legislature
The Legislature adjourned on May 14, 2021. It is scheduled to resume sitting October 27, 2021.


• Bill 4, the Construction Codes Act. Passed Third Reading: May 6, 2021. The Bill aims to better align construction
codes with accessibility standards to ensure that people with disabilities can better access and use buildings in
Saskatchewan. The CCA also modernizes the powers and responsibilities for building owners, local authorities, building
officials and the construction industry. The new Construction Codes Act (CCA) repeals and replaces The Uniform
Building and Accessibility Standards Act and will come into effect on January 1, 2022. Access Bill 4 via:
https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf (Click #4 in the left hand column).


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 17, An Act to amend The Traffic Safety Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


• Bill 18, An Act to amend The All Terrain Vehicles Act. Royal Assent: May 13, 2021.
Access by selecting Bill from list at: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


*


Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Order adds coal tars and their distillates to Schedule 1, List of Toxic Substance, under the
Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999
The objective of the proposed Order Adding Toxic Substances to Schedule 1 to the Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (the proposed Order) is to add coal tars and their distillates to
Schedule 1 to CEPA (List of Toxic Substances). This would enable the Ministers to propose risk
management measures under the Act to manage potential environmental and human health risks
associated with coal tars and their distillates. (See also, companion Notice below).
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/reg2-eng.html


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Minister gives notice that the government may use supplemental material after draft screening
assessment of zinc and its compounds, for risk management if needed 
“Notice therefore is hereby given that the Minister of the Environment may use the supplemental
material in the additional risk characterization document to inform the final screening assessment of zinc
and its compounds and any subsequent risk management, if needed”.
Email comments to: eccc.substances.eccc@canada.ca. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2
Related posting: The Additional Risk Characterization Document in Support of the Draft Screening
Assessment for Zinc and its Compounds: Pulp and paper sector exposure and risk characterization was
published on June 25, 2021. Access the document at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/chemicals-management-plan-3-substances/zinc-compounds.html
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Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments (continued)


June 26, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Screening assessment of coal tars and their distillates concludes that they are toxic under CEPA
(See also Ministers Order above).
Following a screening assessment it is concluded that all coal tars and their distillates, including the
following six substances listed in the table to the amendment, meet one or more of the criteria for
toxicity set out in section 64 of CEPA. The substances comprise:
8007-45-2 - Tar, coal; 65996-82-9 -Tar oils, coal; 65996-91-0 - Distillates (coal tar), upper
65996-90-9 -Tar, coal, low-temperature; 65996-89-6 -Tar, coal, high-temperature; and
65996-93-2 - Pitch, coal tar, high-temperature.
The screening assessment and the risk management approach document for coal tars and their
distillates are available on the Canada.ca (Chemical Substances) website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/latest-news.html
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-26/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na3


June 19, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Notice of intent concerning Significant New Activity Notice Nos. 9350a, 12623, 12814, 14612,
17329, EAU-464, EAU-666, EAU-667 and EAU-668 covering nine living organisms
The Notice addresses nine living organisms.
Whereas the ministers suspect that the information concerning a significant new activity in relation to
three of those living organisms may contribute to determining the circumstances in which these living
organisms are toxic, or capable of becoming toxic, within the meaning of section 64 of the Act, the
government proposes to vary Significant New Activity Notice Nos.12623, 17329, and EAU-666.
Whereas the ministers no longer suspect that the information concerning a significant new activity in
relation to the six remaining living organisms may contribute to determining circumstances in which
these living organisms may be classified as toxic or capable of becoming toxic within the meaning of the
Act, the government proposes to rescind Significant New Activity Notice Nos. 9350a, 12814, 14612,
EAU-464, EAU-667, and EAU-668.
For precise information, access the appendices to this Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


Notice of intent to amend the Domestic Substances List address SNAc provisions for six living
organisms
Whereas the six living organisms set out in this notice are specified on the Domestic Substances List, 
the Ministers suspect that the information concerning a significant new activity in relation to:
Pseudomonas fluorescens ATCC 13525, and 
KB-1® Anaerobic Dechlorinating Consortium containing Dehalococcoides spp. N-S 
may contribute to determining circumstances in which these living organisms may be classified as toxic
within the meaning of section 64 of the Act, the terms of the SNac notice pertaining to these two living
organisms are amended as per the appendix attached to the Gazette Notice.
Whereas the ministers no longer suspect that the information concerning a significant new activity in
relation to four additional living organisms set out in the notice may help determine the circumstances in
which these living organisms are toxic, or capable of becoming toxic ,within the meaning of the Act, the
SNAc provisions in relation to those living organisms set out in this notice are rescinded.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-19/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


June 12, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Draft federal environmental quality guidelines for certain substances 
Reminder: The government gives notice that draft federal environmental quality guidelines (FEQGs)
are available for the following substances:
• Aluminium
• Selenium
• Siloxane-D4.
The Guidelines are available on the Canada.ca (Chemical Substances) website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/latest-news.html
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Environmental regulation 
and compliance


FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


Government Bills


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading:
March 10, 2020. This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions in Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets
are to be set by the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. 
Access Bill C-12 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html


Related update: Members of new National Net-Zero Advisory Board announced: On February 27, 2021, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change announced the formation of a Net-Zero Advisory Body, pursuant to
the Act. This independent group comprising 15 experts has a mandate to engage with Canadians and provide
advice to the Minister on pathways to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. More information at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html
List of advisory board members at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/net-zero-emissions-2050/advisory-body.html


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. Latest activity: debate at Second Reading: February 17, 2020. This enactment stipulates that
the Government of Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are
consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access
Bill C-15 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA
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Private Member’s Bills


• Bill S-3, An Act to amend the Offshore Health and Safety Act. The Bill amends the Offshore
Health and Safety Act to postpone the repeal of its transitional regulations:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/S-3/third-reading


• Bill C-232, An Act respecting a Climate Emergency Action Framework. Bill defeated at Second
Reading: March 24, 2021: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-232/first-reading


• Bill C-269, An Act to amend the Fisheries Act (prohibition — deposit of raw sewage). Second
Reading: February 22, 2021: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-269/first-reading


• Bill C-206, An Act to amend the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (qualifying farming
fuel). Second Reading and Referral to Committee: February 24, 2021. 
Access Bill C-206 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-206/first-reading


• Bill C-204, An Act to amend the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (final
disposal of plastic waste). Second Reading and Referral to Committee in the House of Commons:
February 3, 2021: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-204/first-reading


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. 
Access Bill C-266 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


Related Note: The progress of federal government legislation ‘at a glance’ is summarized and updated regularly at:
https://www.parl.ca/LEGISinfo/LAAG.aspx?Language=E


FEDERAL Legal update


Divided Supreme Court finds Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act constitutional
On March 25, 2021, in a split 6-3 decision released today, the Supreme Court of Canada found the
federal Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (“GGPPA”) to be constitutional. 
The Court’s decision marks the endpoint for the primary legal challenges mounted by Saskatchewan,
Ontario and Alberta, which had argued that the provinces should have the power to individually
regulate greenhouse gas (“GHG”) emissions within their borders and to adopt their own strategies for
meeting the challenges posed by climate change.
The Court’s decision will have significant and widespread implications for future legislation, regulation
and taxation of GHG emissions, as well as Canada’s constitutional framework, and may open the door
to future challenges to the GGPPA’s implementation – particularly given dissent on the part of the
Court and the Courts of Appeal. 
Access a full analysis of the implications of this decision by Norton Rose Fulbright at: 
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/b2b3d810/divided-supreme-court-finds-greenhouse-gas-pollution-pricing-act-constitutional


FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


March 31, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending Certain Department of Health Regulations (Miscellaneous
Program): SOR / 2021-46
‘Housekeeping’ amendments to the Natural Health Products Regulations, the Food and Drug
Regulations, the Radiation Emitting Devices Regulations, the Pest Control Products Regulations, the
Precursor Control Regulations and the Medical Devices Regulations are being made to address minor
inconsistencies identified by the Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations (SJCSR).
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-31/html/sor-dors46-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


March 31, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Critical Habitat designations for the Bull Trout Saskatchewan-Nelson Rivers
Populations and the Rainbow Trout Athabasca River Populations Order
Two Notices designating critical habitats for specified trout fish populations were published on March
31, 2021. Access the Gazette Notices at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-31/html/index-eng.html


March 31, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Amendments to certain regulations made under the Canadian Environmental
Protection Act, 1999 clarify rules relating to laboratory analyses
The Amendments will apply to the following regulations (collectively referred to as “the four
regulations”) as part of an omnibus regulatory process:
1. PCB Regulations (PCB means Polychlorinated Biphenyls);
2. 2-Butoxyethanol Regulations;
3. Prohibition of Certain Toxic Substances Regulations, 2012; and
4. Microbeads in Toiletries Regulations.
The Amendments will clarify that any laboratory analysis for any of the four regulations must be
performed by a laboratory that meets a set of criteria at the time that the analysis or determination is
performed. The laboratory must either be accredited:
(i) under the International Organization for Standardization standard ISO/IEC 17025 entitled General
requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories, by an accrediting body that is
a signatory to the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation Mutual Recognition Arrangement;
or (ii) under Quebec's Environment Quality Act. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-31/html/sor-dors42-eng.html


March 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Cross-border Movement of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material
Regulations: SOR/20
The Cross-border Movement of Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Recyclable Material Regulations
(the Regulations) aim to:
• consolidate and streamline the requirements set out in the Export and Import Regulations, the


Interprovincial Movement Regulations, and the PCB Waste Export Regulations;
• provide the flexibility required to more efficiently implement the electronic movement tracking system


under development;
• adjust the scope and harmonize the definitions of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material;


and
• improve the management of permits and the overall administration of the Regulations.
The Regulations will repeal and replace the Export and Import Regulations, the Interprovincial
Movement Regulations, and the PCB Waste Export Regulations. 
Although the Regulations will maintain the core permitting and movement tracking requirements of the
former regulations, regulatory provisions will be amended to ensure greater clarity and consistency of
the regulatory requirements.
Changes include, among other things:
• Changes for efficient implementation of an electronic system to track movements.
• Changes to the definitions of hazardous waste and hazardous recyclable material to better align


definitions with other jurisdictions and international agreements - including changes related to: the
application of UN number; batteries; electrical and electronic equipment; mercury; recycling operation
R14; residual quantities; toxicity characteristic leaching procedure; and waste and recyclable material
generated on ships.


• Changes regarding waste containing PCBs.
• Changes to improve the permitting process.
• Consequential amendments.
The Regulations will come into force on October 31, 2021. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-17/html/sor-dors25-eng.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I


Proposed Greenhouse Gas Offset Credit System Regulations 
Reminder: The Department of the Environment is developing a federal GHG offset credit system as
part of the Government's carbon pollution pricing system under section 195 of the Greenhouse Gas
Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA) in order to support Canada's actions to reduce GHG emissions. 
This system would consist of three main elements:
• regulations made under the Act to implement the operational aspects of the system;
• offset protocols to establish the methods for quantifying GHG reductions for given project types; and
• a credit and tracking system to register offset projects, issue and track offset credits, and share key


information through a public registry. 
As reported in the March 1 and March 15 issues of HSERA, the Department has identified and
prioritized the four project types described below for its initial protocol development: advanced
refrigeration systems; landfill methane management; improved forest management; and enhanced soil
organic carbon.
The Regulations are open for comment until May 5, 2021, with comments directed to:
ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/reg1-eng.html
Access legal commentary by Norton Rose Fulbright LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/b8384aed/canada-proposed-emission-offset-credit-system-under-the-greenhouse-gas-pollution-pricing-act


FEDERAL Compliance reminder:


Reporting of greenhouse gases (GHGs) for 2020 
Reminder: Under the mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program (GHGRP), operators of
facilities that meet the criteria specified in an annually-issued notice are required to submit their
information to Environment and Climate Change Canada by June 1 of each year. For details, access
the February 13, 2021 Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-02-13/html/sup1-eng.html


FEDERAL Announcements


Minister McKenna announces National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation
On March 26, 2021, the Minister of Infrastructure and Communities, Catherine McKenna, launched an
engagement paper on Canada’s first National Infrastructure Assessment:  “Building the Canada We
Want in 2050.” The paper seeks input on the following three main priorities of the assessment:
• assessing Canada’s infrastructure needs and establishing a long-term vision;
• improving coordination among infrastructure owners and funders; and
• determining the best ways to fund and finance infrastructure.
Comment deadline: June 30, 2021.
Access the discussion paper at: https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


Alberta energy companies fined $1.5 million for unlawful deposit of chlorinated water into
North Saskatchewan River
On March 18, 2021, Gibson Energy ULC and GEP ULC (operating in partnership as Gibson Energy
Partnership) were sentenced in the Provincial Court of Alberta and ordered to pay a total fine of $1.5
million. The companies were found guilty of two counts of violating the Fisheries Act. 
The charges stem from an incident that occurred between March 4 and 6, 2014, when employees
discovered a leak from the fire suppression system, located at the Gibson Edmonton Terminal. Over the
course of three days, chlorinated water entered an unnamed creek, which flows to the North
Saskatchewan River. Analysis of the water at the release site and where it entered the North
Saskatchewan River determined the levels of chlorine to be deleterious, or harmful, to fish.
For details, access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/03/alberta-energy-companies-fined-15-million-for-unlawful-deposit-of-chlorinated-water-into-north-saskatchewan-river.html
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)


Teck Coal Limited to pay $60 million under the Fisheries Act and must comply with a
Direction requiring pollution reduction measures
On March 26, 2021, Teck Coal Limited was ordered to pay a total of $60 million in fines and monetary
court orders after a guilty plea was entered on two counts of unlawfully depositing a deleterious
substance into water frequented by fish, contrary to s. 36(3) of the Fisheries Act. In addition to the
penalty, the company must also comply with a Fisheries Act Direction.
This sentence is the highest ever imposed by a court for pollution in violation of the Fisheries Act. 
For details, access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-enforcement/notifications/teck-coal-limited-pay-fisheries-act-direction-requiring-pollution-reduction-measures.html


Federal invests $400 million to support bike lanes
On March 13, 2021, the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Environment and Climate Change,
announced that the Government of Canada will invest $400 million in a first-ever federal fund to support
new and expanded networks of pathways, bike lanes, trails and pedestrian bridges.
For details, access release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/03/minister-wilkinson-mayor-stewart-and-mayor-buchanan-announce-first-ever-federal-fund-for-cycling-paths-and-trails.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Renewing the Grasslands National Park Management Plan - consultations end on April 2, 2021. 
Consultations opened on March 1, 2021. Access draft management plan at: 
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/sk/grasslands/info/plan


•  Renewal of the Federal Agenda for Volatile Organic Compounds in Consumer and Commercial
Product - consultations end on April 8, 2021. Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/volatile-organic-compounds-consumer-commercial/renewal-federal-agenda-volatile-organic-compound-consumer-commercial-product.html


•  Renewing Kouchibouguac National Park’s Management Plan - consultations end on May 2, 2021. 
Consultations opened on March 10, 2021. Access the engagement page at: 
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/pn-np/nb/kouchibouguac/info/plan/elaboration-plan-directeur-management-planning


•  Engagement on Policy and Regulatory Initiatives – Fish and Fish Habitat Protection - consultations
end on June 18, 2021. Access details at: http://www.talkfishhabitat.ca


•  National Infrastructure Assessment Consultation - consultations end on June 30, 2021. 
Access the discussion paper “Building the Canada We Want in 2050”:
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/nia-eni/index-eng.html


•  Consultation with electric vehicle charging station operators and equipment manufacturers, and
consumers - consultations end on September 30, 2021. 
Access details at: https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/mc-mc.nsf/eng/lm04961.html


•  Proposed Offshore Pacific Marine Protected Area Engagement Process - consultations end on
December 31, 2021. Access details at: https://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/consultation/oceans/pac-aoi-si/index-eng.html


•  Oceans Protection Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at: 
https://letstalktransportation.ca/OPP


•  St Lawrence Estuary Area of Interest - consultations end on March 31, 2022. Access details at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/canada-quebec-agreement-entente/index-eng.html#estuary


• Clean Fuel Standard - consultations end on June 30, 2021. ECCC is expecting that regulations for the
liquid fuel class will be finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022.
Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
Access related Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the
Federal Fuels Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


• Launch of the Food Labelling Coordination Policy Consultation - Comment deadline: April 3,
2021. The policy aims to provide the food industry with greater predictability and coordination for
food labelling changes. Access consultation page at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/public-involvement-partnerships/consultation-proposed-joint-policy-statement-food-labelling-coordination.html
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)


•  Training materials to support introduction of TDG training assessment and competency
standard: Transport Canada is currently developing guidance materials in concert with the Human
Resource Systems Group (HRSG) to support the introduction of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency”, which is scheduled to be incorporated by
reference into the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations, Part 6, later this year. 
To ensure that the guidance materials will be of value to industry, the TDG Directorate is soliciting
stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Species at Risk consultations - March 2021 update
Between February 27 and March 13, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada posted on the Species at
Risk Public Registry the documents listed below:
March 2021
2021-03-26 Species at Risk Act Annual Report 2019
2021-03-25 Action Plan and Recovery Strategy (Amended) for the Piping Plover melodus subspecies [proposed]
2021-03-25 Recovery Strategy for the Hairy Braya (Braya pilosa) in Canada [Proposed]
2021-03-18 Government of Canada’s Approach to Addressing the Imminent Threats to the Recovery of 


Southern Mountain Caribou
2021-03-18 Recovery Strategy for the Riverine Clubtail (Stylurus amnicola), Great Lakes Plains population, in 


Canada [Proposed]
2021-03-13 Description of critical habitat for the Sable Island Sweat Bee in the Sable Island Bird Sanctuary
2021-03-12 Recovery Strategy for the Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa), Boreal population, [Proposed]
2021-03-06 Description of Red-headed Woodpecker critical habitat in the Long Point National Wildlife Area and 


Prince Edward Point National Wildlife Area
2021-03-05 Action Plan for the North Atlantic Right Whale (Eubalaena glacialis) in Canada [Final Version]
2021-03-04 Notice of Opportunity for Ministerial Appointment National Aboriginal Council on Species at Risk 
2021-03-04 Recovery Strategy for the Barn Owl (Tyto alba) Eastern Population in Canada [Final version]
2021-03-02 Species at Risk Policy on Recovery and Survival [Final Version]
For details and links relative to the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - March 2021 update
2021-03-22 News Release – Waterloo Airport Runway Project — Participant Funding Available
2021-03-19 News Release – Waterloo Airport Runway Project — Public Comments Invited on the Summary of 


the Initial Project Description
2021-03-17 News Release – Rose Lithium-Tantalum Mining Project — Public comments invited on the Draft 


Environmental Assessment Report and Potential Conditions
2021-03-16 News Release – Fifteen Mile Stream Gold Project – Public Comments Invited
2021-03-12 News Release – Appointment of new members to the Impact Assessment Roster for integrated 


assessments
2021-03-05 News Release – Joyce Lake Direct Shipping Iron Ore Project - Funding Available.
Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room.html


FEDERAL Management resources


Canadian Cyber Security Tool (CCST) offers guidance on securing infrastructure
Reminder: The Canadian Cyber Security Tool (CCST) was recently posted by the government to provide a virtual
self-assessment tool specifically designed for Canadian Critical Infrastructure (CI) owners and operators to self-
assess operational resilience with regard to cyber security threats. To take advantage of this tool, contact Public
Safety Canada at:ps.cyberengagements-engagementscybernetiques.sp@canada.ca to request a username and
password or for additional information.
Access more information on the CCST at:  https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cbr-scrt/cbr-scrt-tl/index-en.aspx


Related Canadian and international security standards:
• CSA Z246.1, Security Management for Petroleum and Natural Gas Industry Systems; 
• The NIST (National Institute of Standards and Technology) Guide to Industrial Control Systems (ICS) Security; and 
• ANSI/CAN/UL 2900-1:2017, Software Cybersecurity for Network-Connectable Products.


*


- 6- 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, April 1, 2021







ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills
The Second Session of the 30th Legislature resumed on February 25, 2021


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access
Bill along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf


ALBERTA Gazette notices


March 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Edmonton Restricted Development Area Amendment Regulation (Alta. Reg. 45/2021)
under the Government Organization Act
This amendment revises the description of certain parcels of land in the Edmonton Restricted
Development Area. Access Gazettte Notice at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/05_Mar15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  Consultations


Alberta’s Extended Producer Responsibility Framework – Engagement and
Virtual Meeting Sessions Information and Registration
As announced previously in HSERA,  Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) is exploring a circular
plastics economy as part of Alberta’s Natural Gas Vision and Strategy. To this end, AEP has launched
an engagement with Albertans, municipalities, industry experts, and indigenous communities to discuss
plans for an Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) solution to plastic and other recyclable waste.
The proposal will form the basis of virtual engagement sessions scheduled from March 30 - April 14,
2021. Sign up for sessions by March 25, together with your preferred time to attend. 
Access discussion paper outlining the proposed policy changes and EPR model elements at:
https://your.alberta.ca/extended-producer-responsibility 
Written responses to the questions in the discussion paper must be submitted by April 30, 2021.


ALBERTA  Management resources


AEP posts updated compliance materials and compilations
Reminder: On March 12, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) gave notice that it had posted
the following information likely to be of interest to those involved in maintaining compliance with the
province’s Technology Innovation and Emissions Reduction Regulation (TIER):
· added compliance reporting forms for large emitter/opted-in facilities, aggregates using 2020 as a


benchmark year and aggregates using 2019 as a benchmark year;
· updates to the cost containment application form;
· a final Alberta Greenhouse Gas Quantification Methodologies for TIER 2020;
· a draft flaring chapter for comment;
· details of verification training and associated questions and answers.
For more information, access the TIER webpage at:
https://www.alberta.ca/technology-innovation-and-emissions-reduction-regulation.aspx
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ALBERTA  Management resources (continued)


Standards and guidelines for municipal waterworks, wastewater and storm drainage
systems [2012]
These guidelines posted on March 22, 2021, outline standards and guidelines for municipal waterworks,
wastewater and storm drainage facilities to ensure public health and environmental protection. They
comprise the following: 
Part 1 : Standards for municipal waterworks (Revised March 2021)
Part 2 : Guidelines for municipal waterworks
Part 3 : Wastewater systems standards for performance and design
Part 4 : wastewater systems guidelines for design, operating and monitoring
Part 5 : Stormwater management guidelines.
Access links to the above at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/5668185


Environmental assessment program: at a glance - status of current projects
On February 26, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) posted “Environmental assessment
program: at a glance - status of current projects”. Access the resource at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/6b46b5b8-38a3-4383-bfc4-8fc178faff08/resource/ff41386d-4a94-43fd-978b-7fdf0c918abb/download/eia-ataglance-status-2021_02_26.pdf


AEP business plan updated
Reminder: On February 25, 2021, Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) posted its latest business plan.
Access the plan at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/environment-and-parks-business-plan


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. 
Reminder: Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019,
S.B.C. 2019, c.19 are now in force. The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage
13 Amendments) addresses the application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for
specified industrial or commercial uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning,
development permit and building permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the
applicant to undertake site investigations before the applications are approved. Among other things:
Section 1: [EMA s.39]: repeals the definition of "contaminated site relocation agreement";
Section 2: [EMA s.55]:


• repeals the requirement that a person enter into a contaminated soil relocation agreement before     
relocating contaminated soil from a contaminated site and repeals related processes;


• prohibits a person from removing soil from a site used for a specified industrial or commercial use 
unless the person has analyzed the soil and provided notice; and


• imposes restrictions on the deposit of soil at a site if the soil was removed from a site used for a 
specified industrial or commercial use.


Section 3: [EMA s.55.1]: requires an owner of a site to prepare plans, and carry out actions, to
prevent, contain, control and monitor adverse effects on environment and human health if the amount
of relocated industrial or commercial site soil located at the site is greater than a prescribed amount.
Section 8: [Transition – ongoing contaminated soil relocation agreements].
Access Bill 3 at: http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council


Minor amendments to regulations under the Environmental Management Act  
On March 11, 2021 Order-in-Council #140 makes minor housekeeping amendments to the following
BC regulations under the Environmental Management Act:


133/2014 — Administrative Penalties (Environmental Management Act) Regulation
375/96 — Contaminated Sites Regulation
63/88 — Hazardous Waste Regulation.


Access OIC at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0140_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council (continued)


Recent amendments to Carbon Neutral Government Regulations under the Climate
Change Accountability Act 
On March 11, 2021 Order-in-Council #135 amended section 1(1) of the Carbon Neutral Government
Regulation, B.C. Reg. 392/2008, under the Climate Change Accountability Act, to make a minor
clarification. Access OIC at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0135_2021


Recent amendments under the Carbon Tax Act add section dealing with the Certificate
of Lien form
On March 11, 2021 Order-in-Council #137 - among other things - repealed Section 45 of the Carbon
Tax Regulation, B.C. Reg. 125/2008, under the Carbon Tax Act, and substituted a new section dealing
with details of the Certificate of Lien form.
Access OIC at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0137_2021


Recent amendments to Water Sustainability and Groundwater Protection Regulations 
On March 11, 2021 Order-in-Council #138 amended the Groundwater Protection Regulation, B.C.
Reg. 39/2016, under the Water Sustainability Act, to clarify certain provisions and add a section
dealing with information that is to be supplied from persons responsible for decommissioning the wells.
Access OIC at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0138_2021


In January 2021, Order-in-Council # 34/2021 amended Section 36(1) of the Water Sustainability
Regulation, B.C. Reg. 36/2016, by repealing the definition of "engineering professional" and
substituting the following: "engineering professional means a person who is registered under the
Professional Governance Act as a professional engineer or professional engineering licensee”.
Access OIC at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0138_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Analysis


New administrative penalties now in effect for BC land-based spills 
On February 1, 2021, more than three years after BC’s land-based spills regime came into force, the
BC government amended the Administrative Penalties (Environmental Management Act) Regulation
(the Regulation) to allow the government to impose fines for contraventions of the Spill Preparedness,
Response and Recovery provisions of the Environmental Management Act and associated
regulations. 
The new amendments create three categories of penalties with maximum limits of $75,000, $40,000
and $10,000. The amendments allow administrative penalties of up to $75,000 to be levied for failing
to:
• report an actual or potential spill that is at imminent risk of occurring to the Provincial Emergency


Program (by phone at 1-800-663-3456);
• take specific actions if a spill occurs or is at imminent risk of occurring, including a failure to identify


and mitigate spill-related environmental, human health, and infrastructure impacts; and
• have a compliant spill contingency plan in place.
The amendments also allow administrative penalties of up to $40,000 to be levied for non-compliance
with requirements surrounding spill contingency plans, persons qualified to deal with spills, and reports
to the director on spill response actions, among others. Administrative penalties of up to $10,000 may
be levied for non-compliance with spill contingency plan requirements that are specific to pipeline
transporters and railway transporters, for example, and non-compliance with reporting requirements to
the director on spill reporting.
Further details on maximum administrative penalties that may be imposed for different types of
contraventions are listed in a table accompanying an article prepared by lawyers at the BC offices of
Norton Rose Fulbright LLP and posted at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/f4fc285e/failure-to-report-spills-may-attract-penalties-up-to-75000-new-administrative-penalties 


Access the full text of the Regulation (consolidated on March 9, 2021; last amended February 1, 2021
by B.C. Reg. 22/2021) at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/133_2014
Access B.C. Reg. 22/2021 at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0052_2021
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


Proposed Bylaw 1083 amendments introduce substantial increases to Air
Quality Permit and Regulatory Fees in Metro Vancouver 
Reminder: Metro Vancouver is seeking feedback on proposed changes to fees charged to permitted
and regulated dischargers of air contaminants. The proposal involves several changes to Bylaw 1083
(Greater Vancouver Regional District Air Quality Management Fees Regulation Bylaw No. 1083, 2008)
to encourage emission reductions of harmful air contaminants, and to ensure fees promote continuous
improvement.
Metro Vancouver invites feedback by April 30, 2021 through consultation opportunities featured on
Metro Vancouver’s website (search for “air quality fees consultation”), or by email to
AQBylaw@metrovancouver.org.
Access the full text of AQ Regulation 1083 (this is the current bylaw WITHOUT the proposed
amendments) at:  
http://www.metrovancouver.org/boards/Bylaws1/GVRD_Bylaw_1083-Unofficial_Consolidation.pdf
Access Discussion Paper of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-Fee-ChangeDiscussionPaper.pdf
Access Summary of proposed amendments at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/air-quality/AirQualityPublications/AQ-FeeChangeSummary.pdf?


BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


Vancouver launches interactive web tool for COVID-19 wastewater tracking
Metro Vancouver residents can now just click on a specific wastewater treatment plant over five
regions to see a snapshot of the COVID-19 virus trend for that area. A new tracking tool launched
this month shows the amount of viral load per litre of untreated wastewater on a weekly basis.
Results are sorted by sewerage areas, which are defined catchment areas around each wastewater
treatment plant. Access the tool at: 
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/liquid-waste/environmental-management/covid-19-wastewater/Pages/default.aspx


*
MANITOBA - Legislature
• Bill 57 The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. The Bill proposes tougher fines and


possible imprisonment for people interfering with critical infrastructure.The bill, if passed, would allow
an owner or operator of infrastructure to apply for a court order to create a temporary protection zone.
Included would be oil or natural gas pipelines, provincial highways, courthouses, hospitals and animal-
processing facilities.
If a person were to go into the area, he or she could be fined $5,000 or jailed for up to 30 days. A
corporation could be fined up to $25,000.
Each day a person didn't follow the court order, the fine could be imposed again.
A court would be able to designate an area where people could protest.
A bill targeting protesters became law in Alberta last year following cross-Canada demonstrations in
support of Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs in British Columbia who were opposed to pipeline
construction in their territory.
Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


• Bill 55 The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2021. Passed Second Reading:
March 24, 2021. Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b055e.php


A list of Bills currently being considered in the legislature was provided in the February 1 edition of
HSERA. A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK No new environment-related entries.


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*
NOVA SCOTIA -  LEGISLATURE


• Bill 4, The Biodiversity Act. (An Act to Provide for the Conservation and Sustainable
Use of Biodiversity in Nova Scotia). Second Reading: March 12, 2021. Law Amendments
Committee - report to the House: March 30, 2021 This Government Bill would propose various
measures to provide for the stewardship, conservation, sustainable use and governance of
biodiversity in the province. Access latest version of Bill 4 at: 
https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/committees/63_3_LACSubmissions/20210329/2021-03-29-004-001.pdf


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills
On March 24, 2021, Minister of Finance and President of the Treasury Board, Peter Bethlenfalvy, released the
province’s 2021 Budget - Ontario's Action Plan: Protecting People's Health and Our Economy. 
Protecting People's Health is the first pillar of the 2021 Budget. It includes measures for defeating COVID-19, fixing
long-term care and caring for people. Access the budget document at: https://budget.ontario.ca/2021/contents.html


• Bill 245, Accelerating Access to Justice Act, 2021. Third Reading: March 25, 2021. Bill 245 is
an omnibus bill that includes the proposed enactment of a new Ontario Land Tribunal Act, 2021 which
would amalgamate an existing cluster of five land and environmental tribunals into a single entity called
the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT). The OLT will merge the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT), the
Environmental Review Tribunal (ERT), the Conservation Review Board, the Mining and Lands Tribunal,
and the Board of Negotiation. As such, Bill 245 would appear to overhaul the manner in which
administrative appeals from environmental decisions are to be handled in Ontario. 
Access Bill 245 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-245/status
Access related analysis of these developments by Goodmans LLP at: 
https://www.goodmans.ca/Doc/Ontario_Proposes_to_Consolidate_Environment_and_Land_Tribunals/?srch=OLT


• Bill 228, Keeping Polystyrene Out of Ontario's Lakes and Rivers Act, 2021. Ordered for
Third Reading on March 24, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill requires persons who sell, offer to sell or
construct floating docks, floating platforms or buoys to ensure that any expanded or extruded
polystyrene in the dock, platform or buoy is fully encapsulated. Access Bill 228 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-228


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020. Among many other amendments, this omnibus Bill sanctions
controversial measures under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and
particularly with matters dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding
development permits. Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which,
conservation authorities claim, “could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes
against their provincially-delegated responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment”.
Access Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2020/2020-12/b229ra_e.pdf
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”. Access at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222
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ONTARIO  Consultations


Government consulting on extending Ontario’s Greenbelt
Reminder: The Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is seeking feedback on ways to grow
the size and further enhance the quality of the Greenbelt, with a priority of undertaking a study area of
lands focussed on the Paris Galt Moraine, which is home to critical groundwater resources, and
attracting ideas for adding, expanding and further protecting urban river valleys.
The Ministry posted a notice on the Environmental Registry on February 17, 2021 (ERO # 019-3136). The
comment deadline is April 19, 2021.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3136


ONTARIO Announcements


Updated Source Protection Plan for Greater Sudbury Area
The Assessment Report and Source Protection Plan for the Greater Sudbury Area have been updated
under Section 36 of the Clean Water Act. Access updated documents at:
https://www.sourcewatersudbury.ca/en/the-science-the-plan.html


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


April 30 deadline to submit 2020 data for blue box funding services
Reminder: The Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority (RPRA) has given notice that the
deadline for programs to submit data for the 2020 Datacall is April 30, 2021. All Ontario programs
providing recycling services must complete the Datacall to be eligible for Blue Box funding.
Visit the RPRA website for more information and resources, including FAQs and an interactive training
tool at: https://rpra.ca/programs/about-the-datacall/


O. Reg. 663/20 reporting requirements covering renewable content requirements for
gasoline and diesel fuels to take effect by March 31
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. Consult the full text of the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Update to the Ministry of Transportation’s Statement of Environmental Values
ERO # 019-3422: Posted by the Ministry of Transportation on March 26, 2021; Comment deadline: May 10, 2021
The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) is proposing to update its Statement of Environmental Values
(SEV) in order to acknowledge the priority of addressing climate change and ensure up-to-date
references. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3422


• Regulation made under Ontario Regulation 332/12 (Building Code) made under the
Building Code Act, 1992
ERO # 019-1332; Decision posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on March 24, 2021; Comment deadline: April 3, 2021
The Building Code (Ontario Regulation 332/12) was amended by Ontario Regulation 762/20 on
December 16, 2020.
Ontario Regulation 762/20 amends the lists of “applicable law” prescribed under the Building Code
Act, 1992, in relation to building permits located on or near designated transit corridor lands as
identified in an Order in Council to be brought forward by the Minister of Transportation under the
Building Transit Faster Act, 2020. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1332
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Repeal of the Green Energy Act
ERO # 013-3832; Decision posted by Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on March 23, 2021.
Decision summary: The Green Energy Repeal Act repealed the Green Energy Act and amended other
Acts to re-introduce conservation and energy efficiency initiatives, restore municipal authority over
siting renewable energy projects, and create the authority to prohibit issuance of Renewable Energy
Approvals, including where demand for electricity is not demonstrated.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/013-3832


• Amendment to the Record of Site Condition (Brownfields) Regulation related to the
Requirement to Sample Ground Water
ERO # 019-0987; Decision updated and posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on March 19, 2021.
Decision summary: Ontario has finalized changes to O. Reg. 153/04 (Records of Site Condition) to
allow qualified engineers and geoscientists to exercise professional judgment, in limited
circumstances, to determine the need for ground water sampling prior to redeveloping on former
commercial or industrial lands, also known as brownfields.
On March 22, 2021 the ministry uploaded the French version of the regulation and also included the
link to the amending regulation (O. Reg. 214/21) in the ‘Related links’ section of the notice.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0987


• Proposal to amend the Forest Management Planning Manual to amend Regulation 334
under the Environmental Assessment Act to exempt Forest Management in the
proposed Neskantaga Forest Management Unit
ERO # 019-3290; Posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on March 18, 2021; Comment deadline: May 3, 2021
The Ministry is proposing to amend the Forest Management Planning Manual under the Crown Forest
Sustainability Act, and Regulation 334 under the Environmental Assessment Act to enable forest
management activities in the proposed Neskantaga Forest located in Ontario’s Far North.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3290


• Updated flare modelling guidance under the local air quality regulation
ERO # 019-2761; posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on March 12, 2021; Comment deadline: April 26, 2021
The ministry is proposing to update the Flare Modelling Technical Bulletin to include an approach for
modelling a phenomenon known as stack tip/flame downwash.
This new approach, known as the momentum flux ratio approach, would allow regulated facilities to
better account for the unique properties and behaviour of flares based on a thorough review of the
latest peer review science on flare behaviour.
Facilities will be able to use this new approach once they obtain ministry approval under section 7(1)
of the Local Air Quality regulation (O. Reg. 419/05). See previous EBR notice: 012-4164 Air Dispersion
Modelling Guideline for Ontario at https://ero.ontario.ca/archive/012-4164. 
Access ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2761


• Ontario Critical Minerals Framework Discussion Paper
ERO # 019-3281; posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on March 10, 2021; Comment deadline: May 9, 2021.
The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines released a discussion paper for public
consultation to help the ministry develop Ontario’s first-ever critical minerals strategy.
Access the discussion paper at: 
https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2021-03/CM_StrategyFramework_DiscussionPaper_02032021_Accessible_EN%20FINAL.pdf


Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3281


• Proposed changes to Minister’s zoning orders and the Planning Act
ERO # 019-3233; posted by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on March 4, 2021; Comment deadline: April 3, 2021
Through Schedule 3 of Bill 257 (the proposed Bill 257, Supporting Broadband and Infrastructure
Expansion Act, 2021) it is proposed to amend the Planning Act, so that a Minister’s zoning order would
not have to be consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement. This proposed amendment would not
apply to lands located within the Greenbelt Area.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3233


- 13 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, April 1, 2021







ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess
Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) which includes rules and new standards that encourage
reuse of excess soil. Access ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the updated guidance reflects the
need of stakeholders. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The revised Procedures document also contains plain language guidance for risk assessment
practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk assessment work and prepare risk
assessment reports. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 13, the Water Act. The Water Act was proclaimed in February 2021 for implementation on June
16, 2021. Four regulations needed initially to implement the Act were published on February 22, 2021.
They comprise:
• the Proposed Water Withdrawal Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-withdrawal-regulations
• the Proposed Well Construction Regulations;


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-well-construction-regulations
• the Proposed Water Supply, the Wastewater Treatment Systems Regulations; 


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/proposed-water-supply-and-wastewater-treatment


and
• the Sewage Disposal Systems Regulations.


https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/sewage-disposal-systems-regulations
Under these regulations all water wells drawing above the level of domestic household consumption
will require a permit. Under the changes:
• the government’s water withdrawal policy for healthy stream flow and aquatic environments is included 
defining acceptable levels needed to allow or prohibit extraction;


• the minister can require a drought contingency plan for selected, large water withdrawal programs;
• a provision is made for the construction of high capacity wells for research purposes; and,
• a provision is made to grandfather existing clusters of low capacity wells used for agricultural 
irrigation (e.g. holding ponds); however, no new clusters that have the same impact as a high-capacity    
well will be permitted. 


The regulations continue to be available online for public comment at:
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/environment-energy-and-climate-action/water-act
Access the Water Act at: 
https://wdf.princeedwardisland.ca/download/dms?objectId=69a7ec56-61fb-4198-b8be-142138341111&fileName=chapter-17.pdf


*
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 46, An Act to amend the Natural Heritage Conservation Act and other provisions.
Adopted: March 25, 2021. Among other things, the Bill:
- proposes that the Minister of the Environment and the Fight Against Climate Change keep a new 
register compiling information on areas that, while not designated as protected areas, are covered 
by other effective conservation measures;


- introduces a new land use assignment mechanism for areas situated north of the 49th parallel;
- amends the procedure for designating protected areas, in particular by eliminating the procedure for 
granting temporary protection as a preliminary step; and


- introduces two new protected area protection statuses, namely, “protected area with sustainable 
use” and “marine reserve”, and withdraws the “aquatic reserve” status.


Access Bill 46 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-46-42-1.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Passed: March 24, 2021. The bill amends the Act respecting land use
planning and development in order to, among other things, grant regional county municipalities the
power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management.  Access Bill 67 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. Assent: March 17, 2021. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to
give the Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their
activities to develop and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the
financing of those systems. The bill also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-profit
body to take on the responsibility for developing, implementing and financing a product stewardship
plan. Access Bill 65 at: 
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 88, An Act to amend the Act respecting the conservation and development of
wildlife and other legislative provisions. Sitting held: March 11, 2021. Under the bill, the
procedure for establishing wildlife preserves is amended, as are the conditions for carrying on
activities in these preserves and in wildlife habitats. The Bill also defines certain functions and
powers of wildlife protection officers and other persons involved in enforcing that Act, in particular
powers relating to inspection and control and powers relating to seizure and confiscation of property,
are defined. Access Bill 88 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-88-42-1.html


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Assent:
December 11, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure
projects. Access latest legal analysis by Adina-Cristina Georgescu and Guillaume Conraud-Arès of
Miller Thomson LLP at: 
https://www.millerthomson.com/en/publications/communiques-and-updates/environotes/march-11-2021-enviro/an-act-respecting-the-acceleration-of-certain-infrastructure-projects-quebec-bill-66/


Bill 66 is published in the March 24, 2021 issue of the Gazette Officielle at: 
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104917.pdf


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Assent: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework
policy and creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and
strategies. Access Bill 44 text and details of progress at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-
parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC
See also the final text published in Gazette Officielle notice on February 10, 2021 at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=13&file=2106-A.PDF
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QUEBEC Gazette notices


March 31, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Amending the Decree respecting solid waste removal in the Montréal region
Among other things, under An Act respecting collective agreement decrees, the Decree respecting
solid waste removal in the Montreál region (chapter D-2, r. 5) is amended in section 1 01 by replacing
paragraph 2 with the following: 


“(2) “solid waste”: any waste product solid at 20 °C from industrial, commercial or agricultural activities, detritus,
incineration and demolition residue, domestic garbage, rubbish, rubble and other trash solid at 20 °C; any product
mentioned above that is collected for the purposes of recovery or recycling is also included. 
Automobile bodies, soils and sands soaked with hydrocarbons, pesticides, explosive or spontaneously flammable
products, pathological waste, manure, mining residues and radioactive waste, muds and solid residues from pulp and
paper mills or from sawmills are excluded.”


Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104947.pdf


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances repeals current
provisions for determining projects eligible for offset credits 
Reminder: The draft Regulation - made under “An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the
fight against climate change and to promote electrification” changes the regulatory framework for
offset credits to reflect the draft Regulation respecting landfill methane reclamation and destruction
projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits and the draft Regulation respecting halocarbon
destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits, (also published in the Gazette officielle
du Québec of 3 March 2021 - see below).
Specifically, it repeals the current provisions for determining the projects eligible for offset credits, the
provisions setting the conditions and methods applicable to such projects, and the provisions
governing the information and documents that must be kept by the promoter or submitted to the
Minister and that may be published by the Minister. 
All these provisions will now be included in the other regulations referred to above. 
In addition, the draft Regulation removes the exclusion for the biomass and biomass fuel component
of fuels distributed by emitters when calculating the threshold that renders fuel distributors subject to
the Regulation.
For details, access the draft regulation at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104898.pdf


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Landfill methane reclamation and destruction projects eligible for the issuance of 
offset credits 
Reminder: The draft Regulation sets out, in a manner consistent with the amendments introduced by
the draft Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas
emission allowances, the conditions on which a project to reclaim or destroy methane from a landfill
site will be eligible for the issuance of offset credits. For full details access the Gazette Notice (page
862) at: http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104891.pdf 


March 3, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Halocarbon destruction projects eligible for the issuance of offset credits 
Reminder: The draft Regulation sets out, in a manner consistent with the amendments introduced by
the draft Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas
emission allowances (above), the conditions under which a halocarbon destruction project will be
eligible for the issuance of offset credits It also contains the general conditions that apply to such a
project. The draft Regulation also defines the methods to be used to quantify the greenhouse gas
emission reductions attributable to an eligible project, as well as the contents of the project report that
the promoter must produce for each reporting period for emission reductions. Access the Gazette
Notice (page 815) at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104892.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN Gazette notices


March 5, 2021 Saskatchewan Gazette
The Wildlife Habitat and Ecological Lands Designation Amendment Regulations, 2021.
Reminder: The Gazette Notice features amendments to the regulations designating wildlife habitats
and ecological lands. For details, access the Gazette Notice via:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111981
Access recent issues of the Gazette at:
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/search-pubs#q=Gazette%202021&sort=relevancy&f:@pubsproductstatussubl_coveofacets_6=[Active]


THE TERRITORIES Yukon


• Bill 21, an Act to Amend the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act (2021). This enactment
amends the Territorial Lands (Yukon) Act to provide for the regulation of roads constructed or used to
access resources such as mines and minerals and oil and gas (defined as “resource roads”). 
The Act or any provision of it comes into force on a day or days to be fixed by the Commissioner in
Executive Council. Access at:
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/34-3-Bill021-Act-to-Amend-the-Territorial-Lands-Yukon-Act-2021.pdf


Energy and environment
FEDERAL Gazette Notices


March 27, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Levy on shipments of crude oil by rail
Pursuant to subsection 155.4(4) of the Canada Transportation Act (the Act), the amount of the levy in
respect of payments into the Fund for Railway Accidents Involving Designated Goods required by
subsection 155.7(1) footnote1 of the Act is $1.80 per tonne during the year commencing April 1, 2021.
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne5


FEDERAL Canada Energy Regulator (CER)  releases: 


Reasons for decision re: The Explorers and Producers Association of Canada – Extension
of the NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. Temporary Service Protocol Tariff Provision
Access CER documents, released on March 30, 2021, related to the above at: 
https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/Filing/C12183


Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC’s request for confidentiality
Access CER documents released on March 11, 2021, related to Trans Mountain Pipeline ULC’s request
for confidentiality at: https://apps.cer-rec.gc.ca/REGDOCS/Item/Filing/C12183


CER tests Trans Mountain’s fire response preparedness at Burnaby terminal
On March 4, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) performed its first ever, unannounced exercise
to evaluate a regulated company’s emergency readiness. 
Trans Mountain was directed to simulate a response to a full surface crude oil tank fire. The company
had to show that it could get the needed personnel and equipment on site and ready to start putting out
the fire within four hours to allow ample time to control a potential boil-over from the tank itself.
Initial findings showed that Trans Mountain was able to respond to the potential scenario at its Burnaby
facility in 2.5 hours, and well within the four hour target. The evaluation report will be published on the
CER’s website when finalized, including details of the exercise and observations from the Indigenous
Monitor and the CER. Access the report at: 
https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/cer-tests-trans-mountains-fire-response-preparedness-at-burnaby-terminal.html
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ALBERTA Management resources


AEP posts updated Oil and Gas Conservation Rules 
Reminder: On March 1, 2021, Alberta Environmental Protection (AEP) posted an updated Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules regulation under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act. The regulation enacts rules
governing well licencing and abandonment, drilling spacing units, blocks, projects, and holdings, and
other oil and gas production operations. It also establishes administrative standards for recording,
collecting, and reporting oil and gas well data. Access at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=1971_151.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779823802


ALBERTA AER announcements


Bulletin 2021-08
Directive 056 and Manual 012 updated to align with OneStop well licence application
functionality
On March 25, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released new editions of Directive 056: Energy
Development Applications and Schedules and Manual 012: Energy Development Applications
Procedures and Schedules. The modifications include the following key areas: new well licences;
amendments to well licences; information update submissions on select well licence data to increase
integrity; re-entry, resumptions, and deepenings; and cancellation of approvals.
The revised editions of Directive 056 and Manual 012 are available on the AER website at:
https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/bulletins/bulletin-2021-08.pdf


Bulletin 2021-07
Directive 087: Well Integrity Management
Reminder: On March 4, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) released Directive 087: Well
Integrity Management. The new Directive contains testing, reporting, and repair requirements for
isolation packers, surface casing vent flows (SCVFs), gas migration, and casing failures. 
Access the Directive at: https://static.aer.ca/prd/documents/directives/directive-087.pdf


News Release 2021-03-17
AER directs WIPs and OWA to provide care and custody over Mojek’s oil and gas sites
On March 17, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) issued an order after repeated failure by Mojek
Resources Inc. to comply with regulatory requirements in Alberta. 
With this order, the AER is escalating enforcement against Mojek after it failed to clean up multiple spills,
comply with multiple orders, and demonstrate that they can provide for the effective care and custody of
their sites. The AER has directed the working interest participants and the Orphan Well Association
(OWA) to provide care and custody over Mojek’s sites.
Working interest participants are other parties that have a financial interest in a licensee’s wells and
facilities. When directed by the AER, they have a duty to provide reasonable care and measures when
the licensee they have partnered with has failed or is unable to do so.
The AER’s order requires the OWA and Mojek’s working interest participants to take a number of
actions, including the following:
• suspending all of Mojek’s wells, facilities, and pipelines and ensuring they are left in a state that is safe


to the public and environment;
• addressing historical noncompliances at Mojek’s sites;
• confirming an active emergency response number that will initiate an immediate response in an


emergency; and
• providing a detailed plan that demonstrates how Mojek’s wells, facilities, and pipelines will be cared for


while they are suspended.
Mojek holds AER licences for 32 wells, 35 pipelines, and one facility, and currently owes $1.76 million in
security to the AER for its end-of-life obligations. The company also owes outstanding debts to the
Orphan Well Association and the AER.  
A copy of the order and past enforcement taken against Mojek can be found on the AER’s Compliance
Dashboard at: http://www1.aer.ca/ComplianceDashboard/index.html under the tab “Noncompliance and
Enforcement.”  
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ALBERTA AER announcements (continued)


News Release 2021-03-11
Land Petroleum found guilty of failing to allow AER access to a facility for inspection
On March 11, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) ordered Land Petroleum International Inc. to
pay an $80 000 fine for failing to allow AER staff access to a natural gas facility to inspect it in August
2018. The company was found guilty of one charge under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act (OGCA) in
provincial court. The AER made several attempts to inspect the natural gas facility near Ponoka,
Alberta, licensed to Land Petroleum. The company's president, Bill Fung, told AER staff that they could
not enter the facility to inspect it. 
The AER considers this a serious noncompliance because it prevents the Regulator from ensuring safe
and environmentally responsible energy development. Access the Release at: 
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-03-11


ALBERTA AUC announcements


Alberta Utilities Commission Provides Needed Clarity On Electric Facility Applications
Through Changes To Rule 007
On March 5, 2021, the Alberta Utilities Commission (the AUC or the Commission) announced significant
changes to Rule 007: Applications for Power Plants, Substations, Transmission Lines, Industrial System
Designations and Hydro Developments (Rule 007). 
The Commission has now issued the revised Rule 007, effective September 1, 2021, featuring the
merger of Rule 020: Rules Respecting Gas Utility Pipelines with Rule 007.
Rule 007 specifies the detailed application requirements required for a wide range of facility applications
under the Hydro and Electric Energy Act and (now) the Gas Utilities Act/Pipeline Act, including power
plants (e.g., thermal, solar, wind, hydroelectric and geothermal plants), transmission lines, substations,
battery storage facilities, grid interconnections, industrial system designations and gas utility pipelines.
These application requirements guide the Commission's assessment of new project proposals and,
hence, changes to Rule 007 directly affect proponents of these projects.
To make Rule 007 more accessible and easier to use, the Commission has introduced a web-based
delivery (wiki-style) of Rule 007 that is accessible from the Rules page on the AUC website at:
https://www.auc.ab.ca/pages/rules/rules-home.aspx
The Commission will hold a virtual workshop on the afternoon of April 22, 2021, to guide stakeholders
through the changes to Rule 007 and answer any questions they may have about its application. Parties
interested in attending the virtual workshop are asked to email Kellie Benoche at 
fac-correspondence@auc.ab.ca with their name and contact information.
Access the AUC announcement at: 
https://www.auc.ab.ca/regulatory_documents/Consultations/2021-03-05-Announcement.pdf


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Government announcements


BC Legacy sites restoration program 
The BC Government recently announced that it is launching a first-of-its-kind effort to restore oil and
gas “legacy sites” across northeastern British Columbia.
The Petroleum and Natural Gas Legacy Sites Restoration program is one of three (the Dormant Sites
Reclamation program, the Orphan Sites Supplemental Reclamation program and the Legacy Sites
Restoration program) aimed at cleaning up the environment by restoring lands impacted by the oil and
gas sector. 
To read more about the Petroleum and Natural Gas Legacy Sites Restoration program, visit:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-gas-oil/responsible-oil-gas-development/petroleum-and-natural-gas-restoration


To read the Petroleum and Natural Gas Restoration MOU between the Province of B.C. and the oil
and gas sector, visit:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/natural-gas-oil/png-crown-sale/restoration/png_restoration_mou.pdf


- 19 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, April 1, 2021







BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


(INDB 2021-11) 
Natural Gas Levy Rate Change 
Effective this month, the BC Oil and Gas Commission Board will be implementing an industry natural
gas production levy decrease from $0.77 per 1,000 m3 of marketable gas produced, to $0.70. The rate
change will offset an increase to the liability levy for the Orphan Site Reclamation Fund (OSRF) which is
set at $15 million for the fiscal 2021/22 year. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/natural-gas-levy-rate-change-indb-2021-11/


(INDB 2021-10) 
OGC board approves new Oil and Gas Processing Facility Regulation
Reminder: On March 4, 2021, the BC OGC Board approved a new Oil and Gas Processing Facility
Regulation (OGPFR). The OGPFR applies to gas processing plants, manufacturing plants and new
petroleum refineries in British Columbia. The regulation encompasses the entire project life of each
facility, including:
• the suspension, decommissioning, environmental site investigation, and removal of the facility from


the site - including outlining requirements for a remediation and restoration plan;
• compliance with the methane reduction provisions of the Drilling and Production Regulation (until a full


transition is made to the OGPFR); and
• a commitment to ensure application submissions that take into account those who might be affected


by oil and gas activities, including requirements to consider Indigenous knowledge (where Indigenous
knowledge is made available) and, where required, a social and cultural effects assessment.


The Commission is preparing a draft Oil and Gas Processing Facility Guideline to support
implementation of the OGPFR. 
Access bulletin at: https://www.bcogc.ca/news/new-oil-and-gas-processing-facility-indb-2021-10/


(INDB 2021-09) 
OGC approves changes to the Consultation and Notification Regulation, Service Regulation
and the Fee, Levy and Security Reg.
Reminder: On March 3, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission Board gave notice that it had approved
changes to the Consultation and Notification Regulation, Service Regulation and the Fee, Levy and
Security Regulation. These changes will come into effect on June 1, 2021. Access the bulletin at:
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/regulation-changes-consultation-and-notification-regulation-service-regulation-fee-levy-and-security-regulation-indb-2021-09/


(INDB 2021-08) 
New Light Control Best Practices Guideline released
Reminder: On March 2, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that it has developed a new
best practices guideline for the management of light emanating from oil and gas activities. Access the
bulletin at: ttps://www.bcogc.ca/news/release-of-new-light-control-best-practices-guideline/


*MANITOBA - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 57 The Protection of Critical Infrastructure Act. The Bill proposes tougher fines and
possible imprisonment for people interfering with critical infrastructure. The bill, if passed, would allow
an owner or operator of infrastructure to be able to apply for a court order to create a temporary
protection zone. Included would be oil or natural gas pipelines, provincial highways, courthouses,
hospitals and animal-processing facilities.
If a person were to go into the area, he or she could be fined $5,000 or jailed for up to 30 days. 
A corporation could be fined up to $25,000. Each day a person didn't follow the court order, the fine
could be imposed again.
In addition, a court would be able to designate an area where people would be permitted to protest.
A bill targeting protesters became law in Alberta last year following cross-Canada demonstrations in
support of Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs in British Columbia who were opposed to pipeline
construction in their territory.
Access the Act at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b057e.php


*
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NEW BRUNSWICK - Regulations


Draft Electricity from Renewable Resources Amendment Regulation under the
Electricity Act
This draft amendment will limit eligible facilities under the Large Industrial Renewable Energy Purchase
Program. Access the Regulation at:
https://www.canlii.org/en/nb/laws/regu/nb-reg-2015-60/latest/nb-reg-2015-60.html


*


NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR - No new entries for this issue


*


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related Notices
Note that ERO notices are maintained and may be repeated in editions of HSERA until comment deadlines officially expire.


• Phase 2 of the Natural Gas Expansion Program
ER0 # 019-3191; posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on February 22, 2021; Comment deadline: April 8, 2021.
The government seeks feedback on its proposals to extend the Natural Gas Expansion Program - a
program that provides financial support to help natural gas companies expand natural gas distribution in
communities that are not currently connected to the natural gas system in particular in rural, northern, and
Indigenous communities in Ontario. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3191


• Proposed Revision to Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Leave to Construct Cost Threshold
for Hydrocarbon Pipelines
ER0 # 019-3041; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The Ministry is proposing to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon pipelines that require Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval through its Leave to Construct process from $2 million to $10 million. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3041
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• Proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 (Definitions and Exemptions) under the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 to exempt certain electricity transmission projects
from Section 92 (Leave to Construct) approval
ER0 # 019-3038; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The government is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 to exempt certain electricity transmission
projects that are not expected to have a significant ratepayer impact from the requirement to obtain Section
92 (electricity Leave to Construct) approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3038
See related legal analysis by John Vellone, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP at:
https://www.blg.com/en/insights/2021/02/proposed-changes-to-ontarios-leave-to-construct-requirements


• The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines is reviewing Ontario’s long-
term energy planning framework with a view to implementing a new, more transparent,
predictable, and reliable planning process
ER0 # 019-3007; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 27, 2021; Comment deadline: April 27, 2021.
The government is proposing to refocus Ontario’s long-term energy planning framework to increase the
effectiveness, transparency and accountability of energy decision-making in Ontario by empowering
independent, agency-led planning through organizations such as the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). To achieve this objective, the ministry is considering
revoking the provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 related to long term energy plans, implementation
directives and implementation plans. ENDM is also considering whether the IESO and the OEB have the
appropriate mandates and authorities to undertake an expanded planning and resource acquisition role.
This could include the development of a new approval or review process for certain types of government
policy-decisions. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3007


*
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Standards, codes and guidelines
Environmental Quality guidelines


March 27, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for Malathion
Exposure limit: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.29 mg/L (290 μg/L) is proposed for
malathion in drinking water.
Uses: Malathion is a registered insecticide and acaricide used on a wide variety of sites including
agricultural and non-agricultural sites. 
Health effects: Animal studies indicate that the kidney is the most sensitive target organ for malathion
toxicity. There are no human studies on the effects of malathion on the kidney. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne2


Final guidelines for Canadian drinking water quality for 1,4-dioxane
Exposure limit: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.050 mg/L (50 µg/L) is established
for 1,4-dioxane in drinking water.
Uses: 1,4-Dioxane is a chemical that is primarily used as an industrial and commercial solvent. It can
also be present as a contaminant in cosmetics, food additives, and food packaging materials, or on
food crops treated with pesticides containing 1,4-dioxane. Its release to the environment is mainly
from chemical waste disposal practices, leaks from landfills, or wastewater discharges.
Health effects: The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classified 1,4-dioxane as
“possibly carcinogenic to humans” (group 2B) based on sufficient evidence in laboratory animals and
inadequate evidence in humans.
Sources of exposure: The primary sources of exposure to 1,4-dioxane are inhalation of outdoor air
or vapours during cleaning activities, ingestion of contaminated food and drinking water, and dermal
contact with consumer products. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-27/html/notice-avis-eng.html#ne1


March 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final Residential Indoor Air Quality Guidelines for Carbon Dioxide
Exposure limits: The recommended long-term exposure limit for CO2 is 1,000 ppm (based on a 24-
hour average). Indoors, CO2 is mainly produced through the respiration of occupants, but it can also
originate from other sources, such as unvented or poorly vented fuel-burning appliances and cigarette
smoke. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-20/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n12


March 13, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final Residential Indoor Air Quality Guidelines for Acrolein
Reminder – Exposure limits: The recommended short-term (one hour) exposure limit for acrolein is
38 µg/m and the recommended long-term exposure limit is 0.44 µg/m (based on a 24-hour average).
Acrolein is a volatile compound, found in both indoor and outdoor air. The primary natural source of
acrolein is incomplete combustion of organic matter during forest fires. Acrolein is also generated by
the combustion of fuels, for example by motor vehicles, and by industrial processes. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na5


Proposed Guidelines for Canadian Drinking Water Quality for 4-Chloro-2-
methylphenoxyacetic Acid (MCPA)
Reminder – Exposure limit: A maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) of 0.4 mg/L (400 µg/L) is
proposed for 4-chloro-2-methylphenoxyacetic acid (MCPA) in drinking water.
Uses: MCPA is among the top 10 pesticides sold in Canada. Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-13/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb1
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Environmental Quality guidelines (continued)


March 6, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Final guidelines for Canadian drinking water quality for aluminum
Reminder: The Minister of Health has set final guidelines for drinking water quality for aluminum as
follows:
• the maximum acceptable concentration (MAC) for total aluminum in drinking water is 2.9 mg/L (2,900


μg/L) based on a locational running annual average of a minimum of quarterly samples taken in the
distribution system;


• the operational guidance (OG) value for total aluminum in drinking water is 0.100 mg/L (100 μg/L) to
optimize water treatment and distribution system operations. 


Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb2


Guidance document provides overview of the microbiological aspects of drinking water quality
Reminder: On March 6, 2021, the Minister of Health gave notice that a guidance document on the
microbiological aspects of drinking water quality has been posted on the Water Quality website at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-publications/water-quality.html
Access the Gazette Notice at:
https://canadagazetteducanada.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-06/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nb3


Federal Environment Quality Guidelines (FEQGs) update
Reminder: The federal government recently posted a summary of current and proposed FEQGs 
outlining recommended chemical thresholds to support federal initiatives. An updated webpage outlining
both currently-published FEQGs and those under development, can be accessed at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/chemical-substances/fact-sheets/federal-environmental-quality-guidelines.html


CSA and ISO standards update


• W210 - Prioritization of flood risk in existing communities (new standard)
This Standard outlines voluntary guidance associated with a flood hazard and vulnerability screening
framework. The purpose of the screening framework is to aid in the process of prioritizing flood risk-
reduction work within existing communities. This Standard provides: a guide to users; references to
related publications; definitions for use in the standard; a description of flood mechanisms; context of
climate change considerations; approaches to prioritizing flood resilience works; and an overview of
possible best practices. Contact: brian.zupancic@csagroup.org
Review start date: February 10, 2021. Review end date: April 10, 2021. Review table of contents and
access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4102


• W211 - Management Standard for Stormwater Systems (new standard)
This Standard provides: a) an outline of the key policies and procedures needed for effective
management of a Stormwater System; b) a framework for increasing public safety by identifying and
mitigating environmental and economic risks to the system; and c) the ability to demonstrate enhanced
environmental outcomes through the effective application and continual improvement of the
Stormwater Management System. Contact: lynn.barber@csagroup,org
Review start date: March 10, 2021. Review end date: May 10, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4070


• R7001 - Sustainability Standard for Household Refrigeration Appliances
Access details via: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4132
You must be logged in to download any files. Contact: scott.lindsay@csagroup.org
Review start date: March 19, 2021. Review end date: May 19, 2021.


• CSA Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4108. Review end date:
April 13, 2021. For more information, contact: lina.lopez@csagroup.org.


Related: Implementation Guideline for CSA Z1005 Workplace Incident investigation. This guide is available for review on
the CSA site until April 13, 2021. Access Draft at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4107. 
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CSA and ISO standards update (continued)
• CSA standard for First Aid Kit requirements being adopted across Canada


Reminder: As part of a wider harmonization initiative, a number of provinces have introduced legislation and/or
directives requiring the provision of CSA First aid kits as referenced in CSA Z1220-17 “First aid kits for the
workplace”. These are listed as follows:
•  Manitoba: Effective November 23, 2018. Link: https://www.gov.mb.ca/labour/safety/wsh_harmonization.html
•  New Brunswick: Effective May 29, 2020. Link: https://ohsguide.worksafenb.ca/topic/firstaid.html
•  Quebec: Effective March 17, 2021. Link:


https://www.cnesst.gouv.qc.ca/fr/prevention-securite/secourisme-enmilieu-travail/materiel-premiers-secours
•  Saskatchewan: Effective April 1, 2021. Link to relevant regulation:


https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download
•  Newfoundland & Labrador: Effective January 1, 2022. Link:


https://www.gov.nl.ca/releases/2020/dgsnl/0910n03/
•  Northwest Territories and Nunavut: Effective January 1, 2022. Link:


https://www.wscc.nt.ca/sites/default/files/documents/Safety%20Sheet%20-%20First%20Aid%20Kits%20-%20EN.pdf
•  Ontario: Accepts either current WSIB kits or new CSA first aid kits. Link: https://www.wsib.ca/en/firstaid
•  Federal: Federal entities remain under Federal guidelines.


• Z259.2.2 - Self-retracting devices re: fall-protection systems (amendment)
Reminder: This Standard specifies the requirements for all self-retracting devices (SRDs) used as
connecting components in fall-protection systems. The Standard outlines requirements for marking
products and providing instructions that will inform the worker of performance limitations, inspection,
maintenance, and hazards associated with misuse. Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org. 
Review end date: April 10, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4097


• CSA Z94.4.1 - Performance Standard for Filtering Respirators
The current version of the standard addresses filtering respirators for particulate matter only.  It is
anticipated that future work will create content for Canadian respirator performance standards
covering gas/vapour filtering respirators, atmosphere-supplying respirators and Chemical-Biological-
Radiological-Nuclear protective respirators. For this reason, there are clauses in the document
reserved for future use.
This document solely covers product performance: requirements for the respirator certification
process, manufacturer quality control/documentation and auditing are described in separate
documents. Respirator selection, use and care is covered by CSA Z94.4. 
Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date: May 29, 2021. Access Draft (free log-in
required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4140


• ISO 13857 - Safety of machinery - Safety distances to prevent hazard zones being reached
by upper and lower limbs (New Edition)
Reminder: This document establishes values for safety distances in both industrial and non-industrial
environments to prevent machinery hazard zones being reached. The safety distances are
appropriate for protective structures. It also gives information about distances to impede free access
by the lower limbs. Because it is not practical to specify safety distances for all persons, the values
presented are intended to cover the 95th percentile of the population. Contact:
andrea.holbeche@csagroup.org Review end date: April 10, 2021. Access Draft at:
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4098


• D250 - School Buses (New Edition)
This Standard specifies the chassis and body requirements and safety equipment requirements for
school buses. It is a manufacturing standard intended to apply to original equipment supplied by the
bus manufacturer. It is intended that this Standard will apply to those vehicles manufactured on and
after November 1, 2022. Contact: ron.meyers@csagroup.org. Review end date: May 25, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4138


Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards


• New Standards re: highway tanks take effect May 31, 2021
Reminder: New standards requiring that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and
unloading of dangerous goods are due to take effect on May 31, 2021. See associated advisory at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading
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Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards


• New standard for dangerous goods training to be incorporated into TDG Regulations
Reminder: As reported earlier in HSERA, Transport Canada is currently moving forward with
regulatory work to support the incorporation of the first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of
dangerous goods training, assessment and competency” into Part 6 of the TDG Regulations. Access
the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


• Online platform permits qualified users free access to TDG standards
The CSA Group has launched an online platform that allows registered users free access to the TDG
safety standards published by CSA Group and referenced in federal TDG regulations. Access the site
at: https://community.csagroup.org/login.jspa?referer=%2Fcommunity%2Fohs%2Ftdg-standards-view-access


CNSC guidelines


CNSC updates guidelines for the preparation of environmental impact statements
On March 24, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) updated the Generic Guidelines for the
Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement. These guidelines explain how to prepare an environmental
impact statement  for any project that requires an environmental assessment. Access more information at:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/resources/environmental-assessments/ceaa-2012-generic-eis-guidelines/index.cfm


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent OHS-related Bills


• Bill C-266, An Act regarding the right to know when products contain toxic substances.
(This Act may be cited as the Toxic Substances Warning Label Act). First reading: February 5, 2021. This
Private Member’s Bill prohibits the sale, importation and advertisement of any product that contains a
toxic substance or produces a toxic substance when used, unless that product has a label warning of
the potential exposure to the toxic substance affixed on one or more surfaces of its packaging. Access
at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-266/first-reading


• Bill C-220, An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave).
Second Reading: February 17, 2021. This Private Member’s Bill would amend compassionate care
leave provisions to extend, by five unpaid days, the period of bereavement leave to which an
employee is entitled. 
Access Bill C-220 at: https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-220/second-reading


FEDERAL Gazette notices


March 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 23
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. 
Access the GazetteNotice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-20/html/notice-avis-eng.html#nc3
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FEDERAL Consultations


Consultation on labour protections for "gig work" and on a "Right To Disconnect"
On March 18, 2021, the federal Minister of Labour, Filomena Tassi, invited Canadians to participate in an online
consultation to share their views on:
• "gig work" – where workers enter into short-term contracts to complete specific and often one-off tasks and
• a "right to disconnect" and its potential benefits for federally regulated workers.
Currently, no provinces or territories in Canada have a "right to disconnect" law. However, the Minister of Labour
has been given the mandate to co-develop, with employers and labour groups, a policy that would give federally
regulated workers the "right to disconnect."  To this end, the Right to Disconnect Advisory Committee is currently
holding a series of meetings. Stakeholder input is also being sought through the online consultation page at:
https://esdc-consultations.canada.ca/right-to-disconnect-gig-workers-public-engagement
Comment deadline: April 30, 2021. 


CNSC virtual engagements schedule for April
On March 24, 2021, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC) posted details of the followng upcoming
virtual engagements scheduled for April: 


• April 6: RAD Women in Canada webinar on women in STEM
• April 7: Whiteshell Reactor #1
• April 8: BWXT Medical Inc.
• April 9 and 12: REGDOC-2.9.2, Controlling Releases to the Environment
• April 13: Nuclear Security Regulations
• April 20: Darlington New Nuclear Project
• April 22: Near Surface Disposal Facility/In Situ Decommissioning: Waste Classification and Characterization.


For more information on webinars and to register, visit:
http://nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/stay-connected/get-involved/meet-the-nuclear-regulator/index.cfm


FEDERAL Management resources


McCarthy Tetrault posts COVID-19 Recovery And Re-opening tracker
Reminder: This regularly-updated resource summarizes the recovery and re-opening measures which have
been announced to date in each jurisdiction across Canada. 
Access at: https://www.mccarthy.ca/en/insights/articles/covid-19-recovery-and-re-opening-tracker


CANUTEC – free Emergency Response Guidebook 2020 (ERG 2020) now available
Reminder: A new Emergency Response Guidebook (ERG 2020) provides first responders with a go-to
handbook to help first responders in making critical decisions at the scene of an accident. Access Transport
Canada’s page on the Emergency Response Guidebook at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/2020-emergency-response-guidebook
Download the PDF version of the 2020 guidebook at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/2020-emergency-response-guidebook-pdf-version
Access Video overview of the 2020 Emergency Response Guidebook at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/canutec/overview-emergency-response-guidebook-erg-2020


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Transport Canada stands firm on ELD compliance deadline
Reminder: Transport Canada has reaffirmed the compliance deadline for using electronic logging
devices. As of June 12, 2021, all carriers operating in Canada, who are currently required to use paper
or electronic records of duty status, will be required to use a certified ELD.
Canada is currently working on training materials for their inspectors, and expects to be doing some sort
of in-service training for the ELD rule this spring. For more information, access the full text of source
article at: https://www.truckinginfo.com/10137477/transport-canada-stands-firm-on-eld-deadline


CVSA Roadcheck set for May 4-6 
As noted previously in HSERA, the US-based Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) has set May
4-6, 2021 as dates for its annual CVSA Roadcheck. 
Release: https://www.cvsa.org/news/2021-international-roadcheck/


*
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ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. This Bill
amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the Workers’ Compensation
Act. Changes to the WCA will come into force on April 1, 2021, while the new OHSA will come into force on
proclamation (exact date yet to be announced).
Access article by Lawson Lundell LLP on the new Occupational Health and Safety Act at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/the-new-occupational-health-and-safety-act
Access article by Lawson Lundell LLP on the new Workers’ Compensation Act at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/labour-and-employment-law-blog/changes-to-the-alberta-workers-compensation-act


ALBERTA Management resources


Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Code review plan 2020 - 2023
This Code, posted on March 30, 2021, outlines timelines to review various sections of the Occupational
Health and Safety Code, to provide stakeholders with an understanding of the work that is being
conducted on a year-to-year basis. The plan covers a three-year period and is updated annually.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/ohs-code-review-plan-2020-2023


• COVID-19: Complying with workplace masking requirements: Visit COVID-19: Mask
requirements at: https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx for the latest information.


• COVID-19 incidents: Reporting to Alberta Occupational Health and Safety.  Access the
resource at: https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/1b6841ac-9ef8-44a8-8a38-eaf0a1b7cc52/resource/01431d91-884a-4b20-be2b-0700b3710c54/download/lbr-covid-19-incidents-reporting-to-alberta-occupational-health-safety-2021-01.pdf


• COVID-19 publications by industry. Access the resource at:
https://ohs-pubstore.labour.alberta.ca/covid19-03?_ccCt=cflw-2dcf4u-dw2p7-fpkgqhw1


*
BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. The legislation, now in effect, amends 34
provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act) addressing issues related to: occupational health
and safety investigations and convictions; workers’ compensation benefits; the powers of
WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of the Workers’ Compensation Appeal
Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments. Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
Access WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0


Reminder: Re: Consultations on provisions introduced under Bill 23, the Workers’ Compensation
Amendment Act, 2020; WorkSafeBC is currently consulting on two provisions introduced under Bill 23, which
took effect on January 1, 2021. The provisions, and associated revisions to WorkSafeBC’s Rehabilitation
Services & Claims Manual, Volume II relate to: permanent partial disability benefits; and retirement age
determinations. Comment deadline: April 16, 2021.
Access discussion paper on permanent partial disability benefits at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits?lang=en
Access discussion paper on retirement age determinations at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/law-policy/discussion-papers/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations?lang=en


BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council


Amendments to Elevating Devices Safety Regulation under Safety Standards Act 
On March 22, 2021, Ministerial Order # M88/2021 amended B.C. Reg.101/2004 — Elevating Devices
Safety Regulation under BC’s Safety Standards Act, to make minor housekeeping amendments. Access
the MO at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/regulationbulletin/regulationbulletin/2021cumulati


- 27 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, April 1, 2021







BRITISH COLUMBIA Orders-in-Council (Ccntinued)


Amendments made to regulations under the Workers’ Compensation Act
On March 22, 2021, Order-in-Council  #174 outlined in Schedule 1 amendments to Regulations under
the Workers’ Compensation Act addressing, among other things: prescribed occupational diseases
under the Firefighters’ Occupational Disease Regulation; prescribed time period for requesting a review;
and decisions that are not appealable under the Workers Compensation Act Appeal Regulation.
Under Schedule 2 “amendments to other Acts”, minor amendments are made to sections dealing with
amendments to Orders and administrative penalties. Access the OIC at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/oic/oic_cur/0174_2021


BC Safety Standards regulation amended
Reminder: Last month, Ministerial Order # M72/2021 amended B.C. Reg. 105/2004 - Safety Standards
General Regulation under BC’s Safety Standards Act. 
Under amendments which took effect on February 22, 2021, a new section sets out conditions under
which a person against whom an enforcement action has been taken may apply to the registrar for a
review of the person’s enforcement action records.
Under amendments due to take effect on September 6, 2022, a new section addresses conditions under
which regulated work may be undertaken by a licensed contractor.
Access the MO at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/mo/mo/m0072_2021


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


New High Risk Strategies and Industry Initiatives focus prevention efforts
WorkSafeBC’s recently-announced High-Risk Strategies and Industry Initiatives for 2021 to 2023
targets industries and employers with a high risk of serious workplace injury and high injury rates.
For 2021–2023, WorkSafeBC is refining four of its newest initiatives: Musculoskeletal Injuries (MSIs),
Psychological Safety, Small Business, and Sustained Compliance.
Access High-Risk Strategies and Industry Initiatives at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/March/new-high-risk-strategies-and-industry-initiatives


BRITISH COLUMBIA OH&S guidelines


Guideline Update
Reminder: On March 11, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted notice of the following proposed updates,
additions and revisions to its OH&S guidelines, as follows:
Guidelines — Occupational Health and Safety Regulation
Part 4 General Conditions


G4.16 Training (revised)
G4.38 Extreme temperatures (revised)
G4.46 Definition of musculoskeletal injury (MSI) (revised)
G4.66 Means of illumination (retired)
G4.67 Brightness, reflectance and glare (revised)
G4.68 Illumination measurement (revised)


Part 21 Blasting Operations
G21.3 Dangerous incident reports (revised)


Part 23 Oil and Gas
G23.22 Driver training (revised)
G23.60 Rotary tongs (revised)


New and revised guidelines are posted for a 60-day preliminary period, during which time the
stakeholder community may comment and request revisions at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations


*
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017
recommendations of the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. 
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is
now referred to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a
decision made by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous
or vexatious, or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and
maximum fines for offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The
Workers Compensation Act (see Bill 18 above). 
Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


*
NEW BRUNSWICK - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 19, the Workers' Compensation Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make a
minor change to a provision of an employer's duty to re-employ injured workers. 
Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and Workers'
Compensation Appeals Tribunal Amendment Act. This Private Member’s Bill would make changes
to the governance and mandate of the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission and
provisions relating to the Appeals process. Access at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-20-e.htm


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR - No new entries for this issue.


*


NOVA SCOTIA - LEGISLATURE


• Bill 8, the Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Act. First Reading: March 11,
2021. This Private Member's Bill would require employers to provide non-medical grade masks or
face coverings to employees. Access Bill 8 at:
https://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/63rd_3rd/1st_read/b008.htm


*


ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 246, Safer School Buses Act, 2021. Ordered for Third Reading: March 31, 2021. The Bill
would amend The Highway Traffic Act to require school buses manufactured on, or after, January 1,
2005, to be equipped with four overhead amber signal-lights and four overhead red signal-lights.
Access Bill 246 at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-246
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ONTARIO Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills (continued)


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. Third Reading debate:
March 24, 2021. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an
unexpected increase in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums. Access Bill 238
at:https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 267, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act (Access to Mental Health
Support for Essential Workers), 2021. First Reading: March 23, 2021. This Private Member’s
Bill amends the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board Act to provide that the chronic or traumatic
mental stress of certain individuals is presumed to have arisen out of and in the course of the
individuals’ employment. The presumption applies to any individual who, at any time during the
COVID-19 pandemic in Ontario, worked for a business that the Government of Ontario listed as
essential in an order under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act or the Reopening
Ontario (A Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020, or who was otherwise considered essential.
Access Bill 267 at: https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-03/b267_e.pdf


• Bill 260, Stopping Harassment and Abuse by Local Leaders Act, 2021. First Reading:
March 8, 2021. The amendments require the code of conduct for municipal councillors and members
of local boards to include a requirement to comply with workplace violence and harassment policies.
Access Bill 260 at https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2021/2021-03/b260_e.pdf


• Bill 247, Paid Personal Emergency Leave Now Act, 2021. First Reading: February 17,
2021. The Bill amends the Employment Standards Act, 2000 to require employers to provide up to 10 paid
days of leave per year for personal illnesses, injuries or medical emergencies. Access Bill 247 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-247


ONTARIO Guidelines


Province posts guidelines for rapid antigen COVID-19 testing in Ontario workplaces
On March 19, 2021, the Provincial Government posted new provincial guidance on the use of COVID-19
Rapid Antigen Tests ("RAT"). 
Health Canada has suggested that RAT are useful for monitoring asymptomatic people in high-risk settings,
repeated testing of workers in remote work areas to prevent the introduction or minimize the spread of
infection, repeated testing of inmates and workers in correctional facilities, and regular testing of workers in
high-risk settings such as long-term care facilities, construction sites, educational facilities and large food
processing facilities.
RAT do not require administration by a health-care professional, can be administered at virtually any
location/workplace, and will typically provide an immediate test result within 15-20 minutes.
A positive RAT result will require a follow-up polymerase chain reaction (nasopharyngeal swab) test.
Employers who are considering implementing RATs as part of their workplace screening protocols, should
review provincial guidance issued on March 19, 2021 at:
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/Antigen_Screening_Guidance_2021-03-5.pdf
and ensure that supervising staff have followed the Ontario Ministry of Health's training.
Source/courtesy: Article by by André Poulin-Denis of Gowling WLG at: 
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2021/rapid-covid-19-testing-ontario-workplace/


ONTARIO Consultations 


WSIA proposing coverage for Personal Support Workers (PSWs) and
Developmental Support Workers (DSWs)
On March 30, 2021, the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) posted on the Regulatory
Register a proposal to extend mandatory coverage to employers who commonly employ PSWs and/or
DSWs but are not subject to mandatory coverage.
Extending coverage to these employers would mean that all staff, both full-time and part-time would be
afforded WSIB coverage protections. Comment deadline: April 28, 2021.
Access the consultation paper and Registry Notice at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=mduNGWxjE_HG41akO2Ahcs6?language=en&postingId=36732
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Proposed Amendments to the Electrical Safety Code Regulation (O. Reg. 164/99)
under Part VIII of the Electricity Act, 1998
On March 15, 2021, the Electrical Safety Authority (ESA) announced consultations on Ontario specific
amendments to the Electrical Safety Code Regulation (O. Reg. 164/99) under Part VIII of the Electricity
Act, 1998. To review the Ontario Electrical Safety Code (OESC) amendments please refer to ESA's
website at: https://esasafe.com/public-consultations/oesc-28th-edition/ Comment deadline: April 29,
2021. Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=fVKgQLqNbLDb0tUKnf3h4CG?language=en&postingId=36627


Commercial drivers reduced vision assessment program
Reminder: On March 11, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Transport Driver Improvement Office posted
notice that it is developing an assessment program for Classes A, C, D and F drivers with reduced
vision. The program would require interested applicants to meet specific eligibility criteria, provide
detailed vision assessments, and complete necessary in-clinic and on-road evaluations to individually
assess their capacity to adequately compensate for their reduced vision.
A Regulatory Impact Analysis is currently being prepared re: this proposal. A discussion paper has yet to
be released. Comment via email at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/mail.do?action=displayComment quoting: “Commercial Vision
Waiver Program”. Comment deadline: April 25, 2021. Access the Registry Notice at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/mail.do?action=displayComment


ONTARIO Management resources


New WSIB filter enables employers to analyze and share claim information 
Reminder: Businesses can now find a new filter on the Workplace Safety & Insurance Board (WSIB)
Compass website that will allow employers to analyze and share claim information with or without
COVID-19 related claims.
Costs associated with COVID-19 related claims are not allocated at an employer or class level.
Instead, they are allocated on a schedule-wide basis not included in the calculation of rates.
Access online services to analyze rates and past claims costs with Compass at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/onlineservices


Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's Operational Policy Manual - Document
Number 12-01-02, Employer by Application 
On March 9, 2021, the WSIB updated document #12-01-02. The purpose of this policy is to outline
who may apply for Schedule 1 coverage, the conditions for applying for Schedule 1 coverage and the
conditions and procedure for cancelling or renewing coverage. Access details at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/operational-policy-manual/employer-application 


Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's Operational Policy Manual - Document 14-02-
01, Employer Level Premium Rate Setting
On March 9, 2021, the WSIB updated document #14-02-01. The purpose of this policy is to outline
how premium rates are set for each employer in Schedule 1 for the upcoming year. Access details at:
https://www.wsib.ca/en/operational-policy-manual/employer-level-premium-rate-setting


ONTARIO COVID-19 
Update on March 26, 2021
All public health regions have transitioned back to the COVID-19 Response Framework. The zone for
each region will continue to change based on the latest data. There may be additional local restrictions
or requirements. Access the Framework at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-open
Find out what restrictions are in place in your area at:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/zones-and-restrictions#covid-19-measures-by-region
Access current daily updates at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/emergency-information


*
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND - Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 14, An Act to Repeal the Blind Workers' Compensation Act. First Reading: February
26, 2021. SECTION 1 repeals the Blind Workers’ Compensation Act R.S.P.E.I. 1988, Cap. B-4,
which has become obsolete. Access at:
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=1a000dc1-af15-48f9-9d0c-c5b74a91917d&fileName=bill-14.pdf


*


QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. Adopted in
principle: February 16, 2021. Among other things, the Bill amends the Act respecting industrial
accidents and occupational diseases in order to, among other things:
• create a scientific committee on occupational diseases called the “Comité scientifique sur les


maladies professionnelles”;
• allow the Government to create committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function


is to determine whether a worker suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an
opinion on the link between that disease and the work carried on by the worker;


• allow the Commission to grant rehabilitation measures before the consolidation of an employment
injury, and expand measures that the Commission and employers may take to favour workers’
reinstatement and make rehabilitation measures available to workers 60 years of age or older;


• specify that students undergoing a work training period under the responsibility of an educational
institution are protected under the Act;


• revise the powers of the Bureau d’évaluation médicale with respect to employment injuries;
• establish an authorization and inspection regime with respect to suppliers of goods or services;
• allow a person who is the subject of a decision of the Commission regarding medical matters, or


concerning the financing of the occupational health and safety regime, to elect to apply for a review
of the decision before the Administrative Labour Tribunal;


• allow the Commission to render a new decision if a change in circumstances impacts a beneficiary’s
entitlement to benefits;


• grant regulatory powers to the Commission, such as the power to establish rules regarding the
adapted equipment, health services, medicines and other pharmaceutical products to which a worker
who suffers an employment injury is entitled; and


•  increase the amounts of fines.
On February 2, 2021, the Committee on Labour and the Economy tabled its report on Special
consultations on Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime.
Access report along with the full text of Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices 


March 27, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting occupational health and safety
The amendment deals with the provision of sufficient quantities of water to enable employees to wash
their hands and the provision of drinking water that meets standards for testing outlined in the
Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water (chapter Q-2, r. 40). Access the amendment at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104946.pdf


March 24, 2021 Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting the vocational training of the
workforce in the construction industry
The amendments deal with the conditions of admission to apprenticeship and the various types of
examinations, as well as the issue, renewal, cancellation and reinstatement of an apprentice
competency certificate or apprenticeship booklet. Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104912.pdf


*


- 32 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, April 1, 2021  







SASKATCHEWAN Compliance alert


New consolidated Occupational Health And Safety Regulations, 2020 now in effect
Reminder: Effective April 1, 2021, the new Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020, RRS
S-15.1 Reg 10 (the “2020 OHS Regs”) will consolidate three current OH&S-related regulations into a
single 3-in-one package. Specifically, the 2020 OHS Regs combine the current:
• Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 1996;
• Occupational Health and Safety (Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System) Regulations; and
• the Occupational Health and Safety (Prime Contractor) Regulations.
Additional substantive changes implemented in the 2020 OHS Regs include:
• adoption of the Canadian Standards Association (“CSA”) standard Z2110-17, which provides minimum


first aid requirements to be met, including:
a) undertaking a workplace first aid risk assessment conducted by a competent person; 
b) maintaining first aid kits with supplies and equipment corresponding with the risk level identified 


by the risk assessment; and 
c) providing first aid personnel on the worksite/workplace corresponding with the risk level identified 


by the risk assessment and the number of workers (s. 5-3 of the 2020 OHS Regs);
• repealing Tables 9 through 12 of the 1996 OHS Regs, since these requirements are already


established in the CSA standard; and
• removal of the exemption from the blasting requirements for workers doing seismic exploration 


(s. 26-1 of the 2020 OHS Regs).
Paid Vaccination Leave: Saskatchewan's 2020 OHS Regs have also been amended to add a new
Special Vaccination Leave (s. 6-22.1). Under this provision, workers:


• are entitled to three consecutive hours leave during work hours to receive a COVID-19 vaccination;
• are entitled to more than three consecutive hours if the employer determines the circumstances


warrant a longer break from work; and
• do not lose any pay or other benefits while receiving a COVID-19 vaccination.


This new regulation came into force on March 18, 2021. Access the regulations at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/api/v1/products/111283/formats/124952/download 


SASKATCHEWAN Management Resources


Province posts resource to assist employers conducting a hazard assessment and
developing an exposure control plan 
Reminder: WorkSafe Saskatchewan recently posted a comprehensive series of checklists to help
employers develop a COVID-19 hazard assessment and exposure control plan.
All SK employers are required to develop and implement an exposure control plan for their workplace.
Section 85 of the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations specifies the information that must be
included in the exposure control plan based on the hierarchy of controls. Access the resource at:
https://www.worksafesask.ca/covid-19/conducting-a-hazard-assessment-and-developing-an-exposure-control-plan/


THE TERRITORIES - YUKON


• Bill 22, The Workers’ Safety and Compensation Act. Tabled: March 10, 2021. This Bill
would modernize and amalgamate the Workers’ Compensation Act and Occupational Health and
Safety Act. Notable elements include the following:


- clarifying the duties for the various roles carried out by persons in a workplace, including 
clarifying duties for persons with multiple roles in a workplace;


- requiring hazard assessments in all workplaces and requiring health and safety management  
systems in larger workplaces;


- establishing administrative penalties for contraventions of compensation provisions and 
increasing the maximum fines and penalties for offences;


- establishing a two-year limitation period for the prosecution of offences and a one-year limitation 
period for the imposition of administrative penalties; and


- renaming the board as the Workers’ Safety and Compensation Board, to reflect its dual  
workplace safety and compensation mandates.


Access Bill 22 at: 
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/34-3-Bill022-Workers-Safety-and-Compensation-Act.pdf


*
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Chemical compliance
Canada Gazette Notices and screening assessments 


March 20, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Significant New Activity Notice No. 20521
Substance: 1,2-cyclohexanedicarboxylic acid, 1-(phenylmethyl) ester, ester with 2,2,4- trimethyl-1,3-
pentanediol mono(2-methylpropanoate), Chemical Abstracts Service Registry Number 1661012-65-2.
The Notice requires that any person (individual or corporation) engaging in a significant new activity in
relation to the substance submit a Significant New Activity Notification (SNAN) at least 90 days prior to
using the substance for the significant new activity.
In particular, the Notice requires notification in relation to the use of the substance in the manufacture
of a toy or a child care article or a cosmetic when the concentration of the substance is greater or
equal to 0.1% by weight. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-03-20/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


March 17, 2021 Canada Gazette Part II
Order 2020-87-21-01 Amending the Domestic Substances List: SOR/2021-23 apply new
and revise existing SNAc provisions for 25 pest control substances
Pursuant to subsection 87(3) of CEPA, the Order applies Significant New Activity (SNAc) provisions to
19 substances listed in Table 1, and revises notification and information requirements for a further 6
substances listed in Table 2.
The Order requires any person wishing to engage in a significant new activity in relation to any of the
25 substances in Table 1 and Table 2 to submit a Notice (SNAN) to the Minister at least 90 days prior
to the import, manufacture, or use of the substance for the proposed significant new activity.
The 19 substances in Table 1 are registered as active ingredients in pest control products under the
Pest Control Products Act (PCPA). Current known uses of the substances are limited to pesticide
applications that have already been assessed under the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA).
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2021/2021-03-17/html/sor-dors23-eng.html


- end -
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Sample issues: HSERA continues to grow by referral and reputation. In order to encourage corporate
subscriptions, we would be pleased to email sample issues of HSE Regulatory Alerts to your colleagues and
clients who are likely to benefit from receiving this service. Email requests for sample issues to:
publications@templegateinfo.com with subject heading: “Request for HSERA sample issue”.


For further monthly in-depth explanation and analysis of developments in health, safety and
environmental issues, readers are invited to subscribe to the following Templegate services: 
• Workplace Environment Health & Safety Reporter at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/workplace-environment-health-safety-reporter/
• Canadian Environmental Regulation & Compliance News at:
http://www.templegateinfo.com/canadian-environmental-regulation-compliance-news/


Disclaimer: The content of Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alerts online legislation service is for private study
or research purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the
material; however, Templegate Information Services Inc. cannot guarantee its legal accuracy and does not
accept responsibility for loss or inconvenience suffered by users as a result of inaccuracies.


While HSE Regulatory Alert is designed to provide accurate and authoritative information with regard to the
subject matter covered, neither the publisher nor the authors warrant the applicability of the information to
any particular situation. Nor do the publisher or the authors warrant the accuracy or applicability of any
information which may be supplied through an html link. The reader should consult verbatim legislation from
official sources to ensure full understanding of necessary measures and should consult with his or her own
professional advisors to determine the applicability of information contained in this report to any particular
circumstances. HSE Regulatory Alert is sold on the understanding that it does not render legal, accounting
or other professional advice but rather is intended only to provide, in a general way, timely information on
new developments in policy, law, regulations, standards, guidelines and codes.


Templegate Information Services Inc.
HSE Regulatory Alert


Publisher: Lawrence Earl
email: publications@templegateinfo.com
website: http://www.templegateinfo.com
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Environmental regulation and compliance
INTERNATIONAL  Announcements


Basel Convention’s Plastic Waste Amendments now mandatory for 186 States 
On January 1, 2021, the Basel Convention’s Plastic Waste Amendments became mandatory for 186
states around the world.
The Plastic Waste Amendments to the Basel Convention (see background note below) clarify the way
plastic waste is internationally traded, bringing additional types of plastic waste into the existing control
mechanism known as the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure. 
It is thought that increased transparency, traceability, and sharing of information will make enforcement
more effective, curbing the illegal dumping of plastic waste in countries not wishing to receive such
waste or lacking the capabilities for environmentally sound waste management. The new regime also
provides a powerful incentive for the private sector, governments and other stakeholders to create
enabling environments and technologies for recycling and increase pressure to reduce the generation
of plastic waste.
Release: 
http://www.brsmeas.org/Implementation/MediaResources/PressReleases/BCPlasticWasteAmendments/tabid/8728/language/en-US/Default.aspx


Background: The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their
Disposal is the most comprehensive international environment treaty on hazardous and other wastes. Its scope covers a
wide range of wastes defined as hazardous based on their origin and/or composition and characteristics, as well as three
types of waste defined as “other wastes”, namely household waste, residues arising from the incineration of household
wastes ash and certain plastic wastes requiring special consideration. For more info see www.basel.int


FEDERAL Legislature - Recapping recent environment-related Bills


• Bill C-15, An Act respecting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. First Reading: December 3, 2020. This enactment stipulates that the Government of
Canada must take all measures necessary to ensure that the laws of Canada are consistent with the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). Access Bill C-15 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-15/first-reading#ID0EGBA


• Bill C-12, An Act respecting transparency and accountability in Canada's efforts to achieve
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2050. Second Reading: November 26, 2020.
This enactment requires that national targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in
Canada be set, with the objective of attaining net-zero emissions by 2050. The targets are to be set by
the Minister of the Environment for 2030, 2035, 2040 and 2045. Access Bill C-12 at:
https://parl.ca/DocumentViewer/en/43-2/bill/C-12/first-reading
Access ‘backgrounder’ at: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2020/11/government-of-canada-charts-course-for-clean-growth-by-legislating-a-path-to-net-zero-emissions-by-2050.html
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FEDERAL Canada Gazette Notices


January 30, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Memorandum of understanding concerning the Quebec Info-Smog Program 
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to set out the terms of cooperation and the
respective responsibilities of the Parties to ensure the continuity in the transmission of air quality data
and air quality forecast and smog warnings to support Quebec's Info-Smog Program.
Access Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na1


January 2, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Regulations Amending the Fishery (General) Regulations prescribe fish stocks 
Reminder: The proposed regulations prescribe a group of major stocks, thus making them subject to
fish stocks provisions under sections 6.1 and 6.2 in the modernized Fisheries Act. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-02/html/reg1-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Off-road Compression-Ignition (Mobile and Stationary) and Large Spark-Ignition Engine
Emission Regulations: SOR/2020-258 
Reminder: The Off-road Compression-Ignition (Mobile and Stationary) and Large Spark-Ignition
Engine Emission Regulations aim to reduce air pollutant emissions from these sources while creating
a level playing field in the Canada–US market for engine importers and manufacturers.
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors258-eng.html


December 23, 2020 Canada Gazette Part II
Regulations Amending the Sulphur in Gasoline Regulations: SOR/2020-277
Reminder: The Amendments enable regulated parties (i.e. primary gasoline suppliers) to transfer the
surplus balances of sulphur compliance units (SCUs) that they generated or received in trade in the
expired trading system and owned as of March 31, 2020, into the re-enacted temporary trading
system. Access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2020/2020-12-23/html/sor-dors277-eng.html


Related management resource: Access Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels
Group’s Google Drive. The package is designed to help to determine if you or your business are subject to any of the Federal Fuels
Regulations: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


FEDERAL Compliance alert


Limited Quantity “LTD QTY” marking under Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulation
expired on December 31, 2020 
According to a Transport Canada advisory posted on January 21, 2021, some marks that were
previously authorized for use on dangerous goods shipped as a limited quantity expired on December
31, 2020. 
Marks in the form of text and the white square on point with UN number are no longer accepted after
December 31, 2020.  Subsection 1.17(5) and 1.17(6) of the TDGR includes the accepted marks that
must be used as of January 1, 2021. 
Access details at: 
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-2001-286/page-4.html#h-1227717


FEDERAL Announcements


Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development meeting to discuss
enforcement of CEPA 
The Standing Committee on Environment and Sustainable Development (ENVI) is scheduled to meet
on February 3, 2021 at 3:30 pm EST to discuss enforcement of CEPA. The meeting, the twelfth in a
series of consultations by the Committee, will be televised.
Details at: https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/ENVI/StudyActivity?studyActivityId=11064077
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FEDERAL Announcements (continued)
ECCC seeking help in developing federal offset protocols  
On January 20, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) announced that it is developing
federal offset protocols for the proposed Federal Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Offset System. 
Proposed regulations on the structure and operation of the Federal GHG Offset System are targeted for
publication in Canada Gazette I in winter 2021.
Federal offset protocols will set out a consistent approach for quantifying GHG emissions reductions and
removals for specific offset project types. The first federal offset protocols scheduled for development include
the following offset project types:
• Advanced Refrigeration Systems
• Improved Forest Management
• Landfill Methane Management
• Enhanced Soil Organic Carbon
ECCC plans develop these first four protocols concurrently starting in early 2021. 
As the initial protocols are completed, work on new protocols will begin. Subsequent project types under
consideration for federal offset protocol development include Aerobic Composting, Livestock Feed
Management, Afforestation/Reforestation, and Avoided Conversion of Forests.
An invitation to participate in Protocol Development
To support GHG offset protocol development, ECCC is seeking input on a volunteer basis from external
technical experts with significant expertise related to offset project development; greenhouse gas validation
and verification; sector-based best management practices; offset protocol development; and/or relevant
academic research. Stakeholders and qualified persons are invited to send a completed candidate profile
form, as well as a CV and a signed personal information collection consent form to
ec.creditscompensatoires-offsets.ec@canada.ca, with the subject line: “Candidacy Package for Roster of
Technical Experts”.


Canada announces support for Manitoba energy-efficiency programs 
On January 29, 2021, Environment and Climate Change Canada announced approximately $32.3
million from the Low Carbon Economy Leadership Fund to support natural-gas programs offered by
Efficiency Manitoba, a new Crown corporation established by the Government of Manitoba. 
The programs aim to reduce natural-gas use and greenhouse gas emissions by offering rebates and
incentives for energy-efficient equipment and retrofit measures. The Province of Manitoba is also
contributing about $32.3 million to this project through Efficiency Manitoba.
Release: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-announces-support-for-manitoba-energy-efficiency-programs.html


Government posts Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators for Winter 2020  
Recent releases by the Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators program, include the following:
January 2021
• Water indicators – This indicator shows progress towards ending all long-term drinking water advisories
on public water systems on reserve.
• Nutrients in the St. Lawrence River – These indicators provide the status of phosphorus and nitrogen
levels along the St. Lawrence River.
• Releases of harmful substances to water – The mercury, lead and cadmium releases to water indicators
track facility-based releases of these substances to water.


December 2020
• Emissions of harmful substances to air
• Municipal wastewater treatment
• Species at risk population trends
• Changes in the status of wildlife species at risk
• Eelgrass in Canada
• Plastic particles in the Northern Fulmar
Access key results for all the above indicators at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/latest.html


Government conserving species at risk habitat in the Georgian Bay Biosphere 
On January 28, 2021, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Jonathan
Wilkinson, announced that the Government of Canada will invest $1.95 million over four years in
conservation and stewardship efforts across the Eastern Georgian Bay region of Ontario. 
Release: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-conserving-species-at-risk-habitat-in-the-georgian-bay-biosphere-mnidoo-gamii-in-ontario.html


- 3 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, February 1, 2021







FEDERAL Announcements (continued)
Northern Contaminants Program (NCP) - Call for proposals 
The Minister of Northern Affairs, Daniel Vandal, recently launched the 2021-2022 Call for Proposals for
research, monitoring and related activities concerning contaminants that originate in other parts of the
globe and are transported through air and sea currents to Canada’s North and Arctic.
Under the Northern Contaminants Program, the Government of Canada is providing $1 million in
2021-2022 for new projects focusing on environmental and community-based monitoring and
research; health research; and capacity, communications and outreach activities. This will also include
projects addressing knowledge gaps related to plastic pollution in Canada’s Northern and Arctic
regions, as part of Canada’s Plastics Science Agenda.
Applicants have until February 15, 2021, to submit their proposals. Projects selected for funding will
be announced in the summer of 2021.
Access details at: http://science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_98204.html


Government supports community in conserving habitat of species at risk in Quebec  
On January 20, 2021, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable Jonathan
Wilkinson, announced an investment of $1.07 million over four years to conserve species at risk in the
Northern Green Mountains region of southern Quebec.
Release: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/government-of-canada-supports-community-in-conserving-habitat-of-species-at-risk-in-southern-quebec.html


Canada launches ClimateWest hub to support climate-change adaptation in the Prairies   
On January 19, 2021, the government announced federal funding of $1.95 million over three years for the
launch of ClimateWest, a new non-profit regional hub for climate services for the provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Based in Winnipeg, ClimateWest will provide tailored and easily accessible
regional climate information, data, tools, and training to ensure communities, businesses, and governments
become more resilient in the face of a changing climate.
Release: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/canada-launches-climatewest-hub-to-support-climate-change-adaptation-in-the-prairies.html


Canada invests in the expansion of New Brunswick National Wildlife Area   
On January 13, 2021, the government announced that an additional 268 hectares will be added to the
Portobello Creek National Wildlife Area, increasing the ecological connectivity of the national wildlife area
and further protecting the unique wetland habitat.
Release: https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2021/01/canada-invests-in-the-expansion-of-new-brunswicks-portobello-creek-national-wildlife-area.html


FEDERAL Log of current consultations


•  Marine Fuel in the Arctic - consultations end on February 1, 2021: Transport Canada is consulting on
reducing the risks of a fuel spill from ships, including ships using heavy fuel oil (HFO) in Arctic waters. Canada
will be discussing this report at an International Maritime Organization (IMO) meeting in February 2020:
https://letstalktransportation.ca/marine-fuel-in-the-arctic2
•  Aquaculture Act Commitment - consultations end on February 12, 2021: 
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html
•  Consultation on freight rail reporting requirements. On December 11, 2020, Transport Canada
launched the next phase of consultations on Transport Canada’s preliminary regulatory proposal to
collect new data from class 1 freight railways, including performance information that would be made
publicly available. Comment deadline: February 26, 2021. Contact Transport Canada at:
TC.freightrail-fretferroviaire.TC@tc.gc.ca to receive a copy of the consultation materials. Access
Amending the Transportation Information Regulations to collect data from Class 1 rail carriers at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/corporate-services/consultations/amending-transportation-information-regulations-collect-data-class-1-rail-carriers


•  Public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency. On December 17, 2020, the
Minister of Environment and Climate Change and the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
announced the launch of public consultations to establish a new Canada Water Agency ("CWA").
Comment deadline: March 1, 2021. Access discussion paper at:
https://www.placespeak.com/uploads/6321/Canada_Water_Agency_Discussion_Paper.pdf
•  Canadian Minerals and Metals Plan - consultations end on March 31, 2021. The CMMP engagement
includes outreach to stakeholders in the mining and metals industry, Indigenous peoples, NGOs, and academics
to inform the development of action plans to operationalize the CMMP: https://www.minescanada.ca/en
• Indian Oil and Gas Regulations - Phase II - consultations end on March 31, 2021: 
https://www.pgic-iogc.gc.ca/eng/1471964522302/1471964567990
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FEDERAL Log of current consultations (continued)
• Consultations on amendments to the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations - consultations end on
March 31, 2021: Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) is seeking your input on amendments to
the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations, in particular on transitional and temporary authorizations.
Access details at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/corporate/transparency/consultations/amendments-wastewater-systems-effluent-regulations.html
• Radioactive Waste Policy Engagement. The engagement phase will last until March 31, 2021 with
the release of a modernized policy expected by Fall 2021. For more information, and to participate in
the policy review engagement process, visit: www.radwastereview.ca. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/natural-resources-canada/news/2020/11/canada-launches-radioactive-waste-policy-engagement.html
• Clean Fuel Standard - update: ECCC is now expecting that regulations for the liquid fuel class will be
finalized by 2021 with regulations for the liquid fuel class coming into force in 2022. (See Jan. 15, 2021 issue of
HSERA for more information). Access more details and links to related consultation documents at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/energy-production/fuel-regulations/clean-fuel-standard.html
•  Eastern Shore Islands Area of Interest Consultations - consultations end on Dec 31, 2025. The
Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) is using multiple approaches to consult on the design of the
proposed Eastern Shore Islands Marine Protected Area (MPA): 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/consultations/easternshore-ilescoteest/index-eng.html
•  Fundian Channel- Browns Bank Area of Interest - consultations end on Dec 31, 2025. DFO is
consulting on the design of the proposed Fundian Channel (MPA): 
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/oceans/aoi-si/fundian-fundy-browns-eng.html


• Species at Risk consultations - January 2021 update
On December 2, 2020, the Government of Canada announced public consultations on potential amendments to
Schedule 1, the List of Wildlife Species at Risk under SARA. The complete set of statements and the
consultation path (normal or extended) for each species are available at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-act-accord-funding/listing-process/minister-environment-response-assessments-2020.html
Comment deadline for species under a normal consultation process: April 2, 2021. Participate in online
questionnaire at: https://form.simplesondage.com/f/l/December2020
- 2021-01-20 Recovery strategy and action plan for Pugnose Minnow (Opsopoeodus emiliae) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2021-01-20 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Silver Shiner (Notropis photogenis) in Canada [Proposed]
- 2021-01-19 Polar Bear Species at Risk Act (SARA) management plan progress report (revised January 19, 2021)
- 2021-01-19 Recovery Strategy for the Hine's Emerald (Somatochlora hineana) in Canada [Final version]
- 2021-01-19 Recovery Strategy for the Red-headed Woodpecker (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) in Canada [Final version]
- 2021-01-08 Recovery Strategy and Action Plan for the Eastern Waterfan (Peltigera hydrothyria) in Canada
[Proposed Version]
- 2021-01-07 Management Plan for the Eastern Wolf (Canis lupus lycaon) in Canada [Final version].
For details on the above, access the Species At Risk website at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/publications-news.html


• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada - January 2021 update
- January 25, 2021—News Release — ATCO Salt Cavern Storage Expansion Project;
- January 21, 2021—News Release — Government of Canada Approves Milton Logistics Hub Project;
- January 13, 2021 — News Release — GCT Deltaport Expansion - Berth Four Project;
- January 11, 2021 — News Release — The Government of Canada announces Environmental Assessment Decisions
for three offshore exploration drilling projects;
- January 11, 2021— News Release — Environmental Impact Statement Received from Generation PGM Inc. for
Marathon Palladium Project Environmental Assessment;
- January 8, 2021— News Release — Wasamac Gold Mine Project;
- January 6, 2021— News Release — Potential Regional Assessment of the St. Lawrence River Area;
- January 4, 2021— News Release — Springbank Off-Stream Reservoir Project.


Source links for the above at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/news/media-room-2020.html
A full list of current projects under review by the IAA is available at:
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/exploration?active=true&showMap=false&document_type=project
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FEDERAL Management resources


Publication of the 2nd version of the Technical Guidelines for the Environmental Emergency
Regulations
The 2nd version of the Technical Guidelines for Canada’s new Environmental Emergency Regulations, 2019, were
posted on the Environment and Climate Change Canada website on December 30, 2020. The guidelines are designed
to help regulatees understand the requirements of these regulations and how to comply with them. 
They include information about:
•  who the regulations apply to;
•  calculating on-site substance quantities and container capacity;
•  benefits of environmental emergency planning;
•  who is required to prepare an environmental emergency plan;
•  how to prepare an environmental emergency plan;
•  what to include in your environmental emergency plan;
•  simulating emergency scenarios identified in the environmental emergency plan;
•  notification requirements to the Government of Canada about the charge, management or control of a substance
subject to these regulations;
•  how chemical substances are evaluated for environmental emergency hazards; and
•  failure to comply with the regulations.
Access the new guidelines at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-emergencies-program/regulations/technical-guidelines.html


Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Regulations Information Page
Access Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 2020 Fuels Information Package on the Fuels Group’s Google
Drive. The package is designed to help businesses determine if they are subject to any of the Federal Fuels Regulations:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5lNNz63xpM_SzFDNUJhZkk0ZmM


New and updated regulatory documents for the management of radioactive waste now available
The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission recently approved the following new and updated regulatory documents for
the management of radioactive waste:
1. REGDOC-1.2.1, Guidance on Deep Geological Repository Site Characterization
2. REGDOC-2.11.1, Waste Management, Volume I: Management of Radioactive Waste
3. REGDOC-2.11.1, Waste Management, Volume III: Safety Case for the Disposal of Radioactive Waste, Version 2
4. REGDOC-2.11.2, Decommissioning
5. REGDOC-3.3.1, Financial Guarantees for Decommissioning of Nuclear Facilities and Termination of Licensed Activities.
Access the documents at: http://www.nuclearsafety.gc.ca/eng/acts-and-regulations/regulatory-documents/index.cfm


*


ALBERTA Legislature - recapping the progress of recent bills


• Bill 36, Geothermal Resource Development Act. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020. Access Bill
along with detailed explanatory notes at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-036.pdf


• Bill 40, Forests (Growing Alberta’s Forest Sector) Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Among other things, the amendments add a preamble recognizing the forests’ role
in climate change. Access Bill 40 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-040.pdf


• Bill 42, North Saskatchewan River Basin Water Authorization Act. Royal Assent:
December 9, 2020. Access Bill 42 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-042.pdf


• Bill 47, the Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9,
2020. Proposed changes will come into force on proclamation. Access Bill 47 at:
https://docs.assembly.ab.ca/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_30/session_2/20200225_bill-047.pdf
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ALBERTA Gazette notices


January 30, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 4/2021 - Provincial Parks Act - Provincial Parks (General)
Amendment Regulation 
The amendment clarifies provisions regarding hunting with dogs in designated provincial parks.
Access Gazette Notice (page 16) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/02_Jan30_Part2.pdf


Related Provincial Parks (General) Regulation: Updated on January 15, 2021, the regulation provides guidance around
specific activities and restrictions in provincial parks, wildland provincial parks and provincial recreation areas. Specific
information related to fees, prohibitions, visitor conduct, fires, vehicle use, pets, and camping and day use activities is
detailed. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications?page=8


January 15, 2021, Alberta Gazette
Alberta Regulation 301/2020 - Water Act - Water (Ministerial) Amendment Regulation
deals with wetland replacement works
The amendment, among other things, addresses: the placing, constructing, operating, installing,
maintaining, removing or disturbing of wetland replacement works, as defined in the Code of Practice for
Wetland Replacement Works; a diversion of water for the purpose of wetland restoration; and drilling or
reclaiming an exploratory test hole, shot-hole or borehole, except where the drilling or reclaiming (i) is
related to groundwater exploration or for the purpose of a water well, or
(ii) is in a watercourse frequented by fish, a wet lakebed or a wetland.
Access the Gazette Notice (page 1104) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2021/pdf/01_Jan15_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA  AEP announcements


Alberta Environment and Parks updates RSC Form and RAP Guide
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently released an updated Record of Site Condition form and
Remedial Action Plan Guide. The form and guide are available at:
https://www.alberta.ca/part-two-assessment-and-reporting.aspx
All Phase 2 ESA reports that are submitted to AEP must include a Record of Site Condition form. If the
facility is regulated by the AER, users must continue to use the AER version of the form. Additional
information about the AER form may be found on the AER website.
The AEP form was updated in order to improve data management and risk assessment of contaminated
sites, and to streamline the way end users fill out and submit the form.
Changes made to the Record of Site Condition form include:
–  Form is now a .pdf rather than a Word document;
–  Form allows reports to be attached directly in the form;
–  Users can create a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) inside the form to submit along with their RSC form.
Changes made to the Remedial Action Plan Guide include:
–  Guide contains guidance on how to fill out the RAP part of the RSC Form;
–  Items specific to the RSC form and not the RAP have been removed.
Information on RSC form usage and user training/guidance will be released in 2021.
Questions about the RSC form and RAP guide can be sent to: Land.Management@gov.ab.ca


AEP posts updated Standard for validation, verification and audit
Reminder: On December 17, 2020, Alberta Environment and Parks announced that the Standard for
Validation, Verification and Audit has been updated with virtual site visit requirements and to provide
clarity that accredited verifiers must conduct verifications in accordance with the requirements of their
accreditation.
Lead verifiers, peer reviewers, and designated signing authorities must complete the Alberta-specific
verification training before finalizing any verifications of 2020 compliance reports by June 30, 2021.
Initial training dates have been set for: January 26, January 28, and February 3, 2021.
For more information, contact AEP at: AEP.GHG@gov.ab.ca.
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ALBERTA  Standards, Codes and Guidelines


Public health guidelines for water reuse and stormwater use
Updated on January 13, 2021, this document sets water quality targets and provides guidance on how
to evaluate and mitigate the risks to health of reusing wastewater and using stormwater. It is intended
for municipalities, developers, other government staff and the general public.
Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/public-health-guidelines-water-reuse-stormwater-use


Alternative solutions guide for small system water reuse and stormwater use
Updated on January 25, 2021, this document provides information to stakeholders preparing proposals
for alternative solutions requests for water reuse. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/notice-alternative-solutions-guide-small-system-water-reuse-stormwater-use


The WaterSHED monitoring program (Water: Saskatchewan headwaters Edmonton and
downstream) : technical progress report
Updated on January 8, 2021, this is the first annual technical report from the multistakeholder
WaterSHED water quality monitoring program of North Saskatchewan River Basin tributaries. The report
includes an historical background of the monitoring program, the technical approaches used to monitor
water quality, quantity and ecosystem health of North Saskatchewan River Basin tributaries, and
technical results (i.e., tables, graphs, maps) from the 2019 field season. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/watershed-monitoring-program-technical-progress-report


Code of Practice for Sawmill Plants
Updated on January 20, 2021, the Code of Practice for Sawmill Plants: stipulates the information
requirements for an application for registration and for installation of a new thermal energy system at the
sawmill plant; stipulates air, wastewater, waste management, and reclamation requirements and
effective dates of air emission limits. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/sawmill


Code of Practice for Small Incinerators
Updated on January 19, 2021, the Code lists the requirements for mobile or small incinerator facilities
that incinerate less than 10 tonnes of non-hazardous waste per month. It is enabled by the Waste
Control Regulation (AR 192/96). The Code lists requirements for sampling, design, construction, and
installation requirements such as primary and secondary combustion chambers. Mobile and small
facilities that wish to incinerate waste are required to complete a registration form and submit it to the
Director. Access at: https://open.alberta.ca/publications/incinerators


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping recent Bills


• Bill 3, Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020. Sections 1 to 10 and 26 to 48 of the
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2019, S.B.C. 2019, c. 19 will be brought into force
effective February 1, 2021. 
The Bill, along with the Contaminated Sites Regulation (the Stage 13 Amendments) will affect the
application process for redevelopment of lands formerly used for specified industrial or commercial
uses. These amendments will affect most subdivision, zoning, development permit and building
permit applications for such lands, automatically requiring the applicant to undertake site
investigations before the applications are approved. Access Bill 3 at:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov03-1
Related item: Effective February 1, 2021, Section 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended
by repealing the definitions of "decommission a site", "site profile form" and "summary of site condition form".  Access B.C.
Reg.161/2020 at: https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n12_161-2020


Access related commentary: “Redevelopment of Land in B.C. – New Contaminated Sites Reporting Requirements”,
authored by Jennifer S. Nyland and Will J. Shaw of Lawson Lundell LLP, as posted on January 25, 2021 at:
https://www.lawsonlundell.com/real-estate-law-blog/redevelopment-of-BC-land-new-contaminated-sites-reporting-requirements?utm_source=Mondaq&utm_medium=syndication&utm_campaign=LinkedIn-integration
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices


January 12, 2021, BC Gazette
Dates in EAA Exemption Regulation postponed one year
Under B.C. Reg. 2/2021, under the province’s Environmental Assessment Act [section 77 (2)], section 1
of the Exemption Regulation (No. 2), B.C. Reg. 285/2019, is amended by striking out "January 14,
2021" and substituting "January 14, 2022". Access Order in Council 5/2021 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v64n01_002-2021


December 31, 2020, BC Gazette
Greenhouse Gas Emission Regulation amendments
Reminder: B.C. Reg. 294/2020, deposited December 21, 2020, under the Greenhouse Gas Industrial
Reporting and Control Act [sections 46 and 49] makes amendments covering, among other things: the
extension of certain dates; rules covering personal and virtual site visits; and emission reports
verification  statements. Access Order in Council 658/2020 at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n22_294-2020


BRITISH COLUMBIA Announcements


BC acquires land for 16 provincial parks, two protected areas; report notes
The province recently acquired more than 650 hectares of land intended to be added to 16 provincial
parks and two protected areas. The newly acquired land is valued at more than $9.7 million.
To learn more, access the 2019-20 land acquisition report at:
http://bcparks.ca/partnerships/landAcquisition.html


BC sets new near-term GHG targets; CleanBC issues Climate Change
Accountability Report
Reminder: British Columbia’s Environment Minister recently set a new near-term emission target for
2025 that he says is “ambitious but achievable,” in keeping BC on the right track to cut carbon pollution.
The new emission target requires greenhouse gases in BC to be 16% below 2007 levels by 2025.
The province will also set sectoral targets to be established before March 31, 2021, and will develop
legislation to ensure B.C. reaches net-zero emissions by 2050.
The near-term target is supported by the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report. 
Access the the new 2020 Climate Change Accountability Report at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/climate-change/action/cleanbc/2020_climate_change_accountability_report.pdf


*


MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 28, The Water Resources Administration Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14,
2020. This Bill provides the government with increased powers to manage water control works and
protect provincial water infrastructure. 
Access Bill 28 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b028e.php#Explanatory%20Note
• Bill 12, The Crown Land Dispositions Act (Various Acts Amended). First Reading:
October 14, 2020. Under this Bill, uniform rules are established respecting authorizations required to
sell or lease Crown lands. Access at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b012e.php#Explanatory%20Note
• Bill 29, The Reducing Red Tape and Improving Services Act, 2020. First Reading: October
14, 2020. This Bill amends several Acts and repeals five Acts to streamline government operations
and to eliminate committees. Access Bill 28 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-
3/b029e.php#Explanatory%20Note
A full list of planned legislation can be accessed at:
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=49403&posted=2020-10-14
Stay up-to-date on the progress of bills at: https://www.gov.mb.ca/legislature/business/billstatus.pdf
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MANITOBA Gazette notices


December 18, 2020, Manitoba Gazette
• Biodiesel (General) Regulation, amendment 
Reminder: The Biodiesel (General) Regulation, Manitoba Regulation 178/2008, is amended by
requiring, among other things, that a person must hold a commercial licence to manufacture biodiesel
in Manitoba, if the person: (a) manufactures 15,000 litres or more of biodiesel in Manitoba in a year; or
(b) sells or offers to sell in Manitoba biodiesel that the person manufactured in Manitoba. In addition,
the amendments require, among other things, the application, under prescribed circumstances, of
prescribed CSA/CGSB standards. 
For more details access the Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/147.pdf
• Biodiesel Mandate For Diesel Fuel Regulation, amendment 
The Regulation sets out the biodiesel sales mandate for a fuel supplier who sells diesel fuel in
Manitoba. Access Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/148.pdf
• Ethanol General Regulation, amendment 
Among other things, the amendments require the application of: CAN/CGSB-3.511-2 016, Oxygenated
Automotive Gasoline Containing Ethanol (E1-E10); and CAN/CGSB-3.516-2017, Denatured Fuel
Ethanol for Use in Automotive Spark Ignition Fuels. Other clauses address manufacturers of denatured
ethanol and set the denatured ethanol sales mandate for a fuel supplier. 
Access Gazette notice at: https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/regs/annual/2020/149.pdf


NEW BRUNSWICK No new environment-related entries


*


NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR  No new environment-related entries. 


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


January 29, 2021, Royal Gazette
N.S. Reg. 8/2021: Repeal of the Nova Scotia Environmental Trust Regulations
The regulation repeals the Nova Scotia Environmental Trust Regulations, N.S. Reg. 50/95. Access the
Gazette Notice at: https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-01-29.pdf


*
ONTARIO Legislature - Tracking the progress of selected environment-related Bills


• Bill 224, No Time to Waste Act (Plan for Climate Action and Jobs), 2020. Second Reading:
December 1, 2020. Among other things: Schedule 1 enacts the Climate Crisis Health Action Plan Act,
2020, which requires the Minister of Health to:
• develop and publish a strategic action plan that aims to ensure that Ontario’s public health and
health care systems are prepared for the health risks caused by the impacts of the climate crisis;
• establish the Climate Crisis and Health Secretariat whose responsibilities include assisting the
Minister with the development and implementation of the strategic action plan; and
• establish a science advisory board to advise the Minister.
Schedule 2 enacts the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public Sector Act, 2020, which requires
the Lieutenant Governor in Council to establish the Ontario Climate Crisis Strategy for the Public
Sector.  
Schedule 3 enacts the Select Committee on the Climate Crisis Act, 2020, which establishes the Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis, whose mandate is to develop a comprehensive proposal to address
climate-change related threats facing the province. Access Bill 224 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-224
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ONTARIO Legislature (continued)


• Bill 229, Protect, Support and Recover from COVID-19 Act (Budget Measures), 2020.
Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among many other amendments to multiple Acts, this omnibus Bill sanctions controversial measures
under Schedule C dealing with the Conservation Authorities Act - and particularly with matters
dealing with appeals of Conservation Authorities decisions regarding development permits.
Bill 229 is bolstered by the addition of ‘Minister Zoning Orders' which, conservation authorities claim,
“could force a conservation authority to issue a permit even if it goes against their provincially-delegated
responsibility to protect people, infrastructure and the environment. This is in addition to the already
concerning amendments which included new powers for the Minister to bypass conservation authorities
and issue permits as well as curtailing the CAs’ ability to appeal to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal”.
The government has announced that it will be releasing Regulations in the near future.
Access the government’s summary of proposed amendments under Bill 229 at: 
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-229
Access Conservation Ontario’s summary of proposed amendments to the Conservation
Authorities Act and Planning Act at:
https://conservationontario.ca/fileadmin/pdf/Members_Advocacy_Priorities/CAAct_Summary_of_Proposed_Amendments__Implications_for_CA_Boards_Nov11.pdf


Access legal analysis by Gowlings WLG at:
https://gowlingwlg.com/en/insights-resources/articles/2020/implications-amendments-bill-229-ontario/


Related news item: Ontario announces working group to focus conservation authorities
The Ontario government is creating a working group to help implement changes to conservation authorities. Hassaan
Basit, President and CEO of Conservation Halton will chair the new group which will provide input on the
development of proposed regulations under the Act, and on how conservation authorities are governed. Access
details at: https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59694/ontario-announces-working-group-to-better-focus-conservation-authorities


• Bill 222, Ontario Rebuilding and Recovery Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 8, 2020.
Among other things: the Building Transit Faster Act, 2020 is amended to allow other provincial transit
projects to be prescribed for the purpose of the definition of “priority transit project”. Under Schedule 3,
Transit-oriented Communities Act, 2020, a new section gives powers to the Minister to invest assets in
supporting or developing transit-oriented community projects related to priority transit projects. 
Access at: https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-222
See also latest ERO decision notice and summary of feedback received at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2566


ONTARIO Gazette notices
Published on e-Laws: January 29, 2021
O. Reg. 35/21: Energy and water efficiency standards for appliances and products
Filed January 29, 2021, the regulation, made under the Electricity Act, 1998, outlines energy and water
efficiency standards applicable to various products with a date of manufacture January 10, 2025 or later.
Products include: specified oil-fired furnaces; portable air conditioners; commercial pre-rinse spray
valves; specified air compressors; and uninterruptible power supply units.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21035


Published on e-Laws: January 20, 2021
O. Reg. 17/21: Drinking Water Systems and Sewage Works 
Filed January 29, 2021, the regulation revokes the previous O.Reg. 75/20 of the same name.
Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21017


Published on e-Laws: December 21, 2020
Amendments extend date by which construction projects are exempt from soil planning
reuse requirements by one year
Reminder: On December 21, 2020, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)
announced regulatory amendments to brownfields and excess soil regulations under the Environmental
Protection Act. The amendments were summarized in the January 15, 2021 edition of HSERA. 
To view finalized regulatory amendments and associated technical documents, visit ERO (# 019-2462) at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2462


- 11 - 
Templegate’s HSE Regulatory Alert, February 1, 2021







ONTARIO Consultations


Proposed regulation for the nickel smelting and refining industry
On January 20, 2021, the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) posted a
proposed industry sector-based regulation to address sulphur dioxide air emissions from the nickel
smelting and refining industry in the Sudbury area. Comment deadline: March 6, 2021.
For details and to participate in consultations, access the ERO posting at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1107


ONTARIO Compliance alerts


Electrical and Electronic Equipment Regulation now in effect
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Program operated
by Ontario Electronic Stewardship ended. On January 1, 2021, Ontario’s new Electrical and Electronic
Equipment (EEE) Regulation came into effect. The Electrical and Electronic Equipment (EEE)
Regulation under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016 designates information
technology, telecommunications, audio-visual (ITT/AV) and lighting equipment as the third and fourth
materials after tires and batteries under Ontario’s individual producer responsibility regulatory
framework. Access details at: https://rpra.ca/programs/electronics/


O. Reg. 663/20 reporting requirements covering renewable content requirements for
gasoline and diesel fuels to take effect by March 31, 2021 
Reminder: Among other things, the Regulation stipulates that, by March 31, 2021, every fuel supplier
shall submit a report to the Director setting out, at a minimum, prescribed information respecting the
2020 calendar year. See the December 15, 2020 edition of HSERA for more details. Consult the full
text of the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r20663


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices
(See also page 20 for energy-related notices)


• Proposed regulation for the nickel smelting and refining industry
ER0 # 019-1107; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 20, 2021; Comment deadline: March 6, 2021.
The Ministry proposes to introduce an industry sector-based regulation to address sulphur dioxide air
emissions from the nickel smelting and refining industry in the Sudbury area. The regulation, which will
replace certain requirements under the Local Air Quality Regulation, would require the facilities to incur
regulatory compliance costs related to:


• studies to confirm the effectiveness of current controls; 
• studies and reports to confirm the cause of peak emissions and how they will be resolved;
• updates to the ambient air monitoring network; and 
• implementing a plan to install best available technology within two years or submit and 
implement a plan for equivalent actions to reduce sulphur dioxide emissions that consider cost 
effectiveness within eight years of the regulation’s application. 


Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-1107


• Proposed amendments to Ontario Regulation 245/97 to regulate compressed air
energy storage in porous rock reservoirs and make other amendments to reference
more current standards for the regulated sector
ER0 # 019-2935; Proposed Regulation under the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.12; Posted by Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry on January 19, 2021; Comment deadline: March 5, 2021.
The Ministry is seeking feedback on proposed regulatory changes that would ensure compressed air energy
storage projects using porous rock reservoirs are regulated, by making them subject to the Oil, Gas and
Salt Resources Act. Other technical and administrative changes to the regulation and associated standards
are also proposed. If approved, the effective date of these changes would be July 1, 2021.
Access full details from the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2935
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
(See also page 20 for energy-related notices)


• Proposed regulation amendment to establish a second local forest management
corporation for the Temagami Crown Forest Management Unit under the Ontario
Forest Tenure Modernization Act, 2011
ER0 # 019-2148; Decision posted by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry on Jan. 11, 2021.
The government gives notice that it has decided to amend Ontario Regulation 111/12 under the
Ontario Forest Tenure Modernization Act, 2011 to establish a second Local Forest Management
Corporation. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-2148


• Fire Management Planning Guideline for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ER0 # 019-0417; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 25, 2021.Comment deadline: March 11, 2021.
The purpose of the guideline is to assist staff in developing fire management direction for provincial parks
and conservation reserves. Guidance is provided on: assessing opportunities for wildland fire and
prescribed burning; identifying assets and resources requiring protection; and documenting fire
management direction. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-0417


• Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
ER0 # 019-0414; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 25, 2021.Comment deadline: March 11, 2021.
The government is updating the Fire Management Policy for Provincial Parks and Conservation Reserves
to align with the Wildland Fire Management Strategy. 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/index.php/notice/019-0414


• Proposed updates to Records of Site Condition: A Guide on Site Assessment, the
Cleanup of Brownfield Sites and the Filing of Records of Site Condition
ER0 # 019-2551; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021.Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The updated RSC Guide provides an overview of the recently introduced On-Site and Excess
Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) under the Environmental Protection Act, which includes rules
and new standards that encourage reuse of excess soil. The ministry is interested in feedback from
qualified persons who undertake environmental site assessment work to support the submission of RSCs
for filing on the Environmental Site Registry. Access ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2551


• Technical Guidance: Soil Vapour Intrusion Assessment
ER0 # 011-2912; Posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on January 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
The ministry has completed its public consultation and has used the comments received to further revise
the guidance document. The ministry is seeking comments (019-2557) to ensure that the updated guidance
reflects the need of stakeholders. Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/011-2912
See also, companion posting, 019-2557, at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2557


• Proposed updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part XV.1
of the EPA
ER0 # 019-2546; Proposal posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Jan. 4, 2021. Comment deadline: April 4, 2021.
Reminder: The ministry is proposing updates to the Procedures for the Use of Risk Assessment under Part
XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act document to align it with latest regulatory requirements and best
practices related to brownfields risk assessment. This Procedures document also contains plain language
guidance for risk assessment practitioners (e.g. consultants, Qualified Persons) on how to conduct risk
assessment work and prepare risk assessment reports. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2546


• Draft Northern Ontario Transportation Plan
ER0 # 019-2830; Proposal posted by the Ministry of Transportation on December 10, 2020. Comment deadline: March 10, 2021
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2830


• Drainage Act Regulatory Proposal
ER0 # 019-2814; Proposal posted by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs on December 9, 2020.  
Comment deadline: February 7, 2021
Reminder: The amendments enable development of a new Minister’s Regulation which would: provide a
simplified process for minor improvements to municipal drains; simplify the process for approving updates
to an engineer’s reports for changes to the design made during construction; and adopt the Drainage Act
and Conservation Authorities Act Protocol (DART Protocol) by reference. Access the ERO Notice at:
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2814
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Environment-related Notices (continued)
(See also page 20 for energy-related notices)


• Proposed Implementation of Updates to the Water Quantity Management Framework
ER0 # 019-2017; Proposal posted by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on December 7, 2020; Comment deadline:
February 5, 2021
Reminder: The government is proposing enhancements to Ontario’s water taking program. These
enhancements include: requiring water bottling companies to have the support of their host municipalities
for new and increasing bottled water takings; establishing priorities of water use in the province that can
guide water taking decisions; assessing and managing multiple water takings together in areas of the
province where water sustainability is a concern; and making water taking data available to the public to
increase transparency of how Ontario manages water resources.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2017


• Statement of Environmental Values for the MECP
ER0 # 019-2826; Posted by Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks on Dec. 22, 2020; Comment deadline: February 20, 2021.
Reminder: The MECP is proposing an amendment to its Statement of Environmental Values (SEV) in order
to add a climate change section, and a five-year review period. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-2826


*
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND Legislature 


• Bill 127, Net-zero Carbon Act. Royal Assent: December 4, 2020. Section 3 sets out the principles
upon which the Act is based, including that the achievement of sustainable prosperity includes the
elements of the Mi’kmaq concept of Netukulimk, sustainable development, a circular economy, and an
inclusive economy. Section 7 establishes the following targets for the purpose of reducing PEI
greenhouse gas emissions:
• by 2030 and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be less than 1.2 
megatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per year;
• by 2040 and for each subsequent calendar year, PEI greenhouse gas emissions will be at a level        
where carbon neutrality is achieved.


Access this Bill at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=a97cba8a-ba0b-4102-9582-b000378126c2&fileName=bill-127.pdf


• Bill 46, Forest Fire Protection Act. Third Reading: November 20, 2020. Access at: 
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=8ea6b04a-68f4-4032-bee6-7b4d9b53e281&fileName=bill-46.pdf


• Bill 123, An Act to Amend the Electric Power Act. First Reading: November 19, 2020. 
Section 1 adds a requirement that an energy efficiency and demand-side resources plan include a
reasonable estimate of greenhouse gas and other emissions reductions that would be achieved under
the plan. Section 2 provides that a decision by the Island Regulatory and Appeals Commission shall
ensure that any rates, tolls or charges that are confirmed, determined or fixed, promote energy
efficiency and demand-side resource measures. 
Access the Private Member’s Bill at:
https://docs.assembly.pe.ca/download/dms?objectId=5a290fdd-2dee-4872-9b70-047ccd3b24c4&fileName=bill-123.pdf


*
QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 66, An Act respecting the acceleration of certain infrastructure projects. Royal
Assent: December 11, 2020. This revised Bill introduces measures to allow the acceleration of infrastructure
projects while conferring on the Autorité des marchés publics (the Authority) a greater role in monitoring the
public contracts arising from those projects. An infrastructure project may benefit from one or more of the
following measures: (1) a simplified expropriation procedure; (2) the possibility of undertaking work on part of
the domain of the State before the required rights are obtained; (3) the adaptation of certain processes
applicable under the EQA, in particular those relating to the obligation to obtain a ministerial authorization to
carry on activities and those applicable to the environmental impact assessment and review procedure; and (4)
an exemption from the application of the Act respecting land use planning and development for government
interventions as well as simplifications to the procedure for obtaining a municipal authorization. Access Bill 66 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html
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QUEBEC Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills (continued)


• An Act to set a standard for the maximum concentration of manganese in drinking
water. First Reading: December 9, 2020. The purpose of this bill is to set a standard for the maximum
concentration of manganese in drinking water. The Regulation respecting the quality of drinking water is
amended accordingly to specify that drinking water cannot contain more than 0.06 milligrams of manganese per
litre. Access via: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/recherche/recherche-avancee.html


• Bill 67, An Act to establish a new development regime for the flood zones of lakes
and watercourses, to temporarily grant municipalities powers enabling them to
respond to certain needs. Committee clause-by-clause consideration, last sitting held: December 11,
2020. The bill amends the Act respecting land use planning and development in order to, among other things,
grant regional county municipalities the power to make by-laws relating to flood risk management. Access Bill 67
at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-67-42-1.html


• Bill 65, An Act to amend mainly the Environment Quality Act with respect to deposits
and selective collection. In Committee; adopted in principle on: November 11, 2020; currently in
Committee for clause-by-clause consideration. Among other things, this bill amends the Act to give the
Government the power to require any organization that generates residual materials by their activities to develop
and implement a selective collection and deposit system and underwrite the financing of those systems. The bill
also gives the Government the power to mandate a non-profit body to take on the responsibility for developing,
implementing and financing a product stewardship plan. Access Bill 65 at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-
parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-65-42-1.html


• Bill 44, An Act mainly to ensure effective governance of the fight against climate
change and to promote electrification. Passed: October 22, 2020. Among other things, the Bill
entrusts the Minister of the Environment with responsibility for preparing a climate change framework policy and
creates a standing advisory committee to advise the Minister on policy directions and strategies. The bill also
amends the rules governing the Green Fund, which it renames the “Electrification and Climate Change Fund”,
which is to be exclusively dedicated to the financing of measures to combat climate change.
The Act to increase the number of zero-emission vehicles in Québec is also amended with a view to facilitating
its application, in particular with regard to reconditioned motor vehicles. Access Bill 44 text and details of
progress at: http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-44-42-1.html?appelant=MC


QUEBEC Gazette Notices


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting a cap-and-trade system for
greenhouse gas emission allowances
Reminder: The Regulation implements, with amendments, a draft Regulation to amend the Regulation
respecting a cap-and-trade system for greenhouse gas emission allowances that was published in Part
2 of the Gazette officielle du Québec on September 9, 2020.  Access the detailed regulation in the
Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104762.pdf


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1289-2020: Approval of Éco Entreprises Québec’s schedule of contributions
payable for 2020 for the “containers and packaging” and “printed matter” classes
Reminder: The Order in Council features a table outlining the 2020 Schedule of Contributions for
“Containers and Packaging” and “Printed Matter” classes”. 
Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104763.pdf


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1290-2020: Approval of RecycleMédias’ 2020 schedule of contributions for the
“newspapers” class
Reminder: The Order in Council features a table outlining the 2020 Schedule of Contributions for
Newspapers. Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104764.pdf
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QUEBEC Gazette Notices (continued)


December 16, 2020, Gazette Officielle
O.C. 1291-2020: Regulation to amend the Regulation respecting compensation for adverse
effects on wetlands and bodies of water
The purpose of the Regulation is to postpone to December 31, 2021, the application of section 46.0.5
of the Environment Quality Act and the provisions of the Regulation respecting compensation for
adverse effects on wetlands and bodies of water that, otherwise, would apply to work, structures and
other intervention carried out in the shore, bank or floodplain of a lake or watercourse as of December
31, 2020.  Access the table in the Gazette Officielle at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104765.pdf


*


SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act for: any
member of executive council; employees, officers or agents of local authorities; and persons acting
under the minister’s direction or authorization pursuant to this Act; and the Crown and its officers or
agents. Access pdf of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette


December 24, 2020, The Saskatchewan Gazette
Seismic Exploration Amendment Regulations, 2020 address restrictions on detonation
of explosives
Reminder: Seismic Exploration Amendment Regulations, 2020, under the province’s Mineral
Resources Act,1985, were published in the December 28, 2020 edition of the Saskatchewan Gazette.
Among other things, the amendments address:
• terms and conditions related to the issuance of licences for field operations; and
• restrictions on the detonation of explosives, particularly when blasting near structures and inhabited
areas where, specifically, “no holder of an exploration licence shall fail to take reasonable precautions
against possible injury to persons and property”.
Access full text by selecting pdf of Gazette under ‘related products’ at: 
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/110810


SASKATCHEWAN Announcements


Saskatchewan approves new battery recycling program
Reminder: A new recycling program for consumer batteries in Saskatchewan was launched on
January 1, 2021. The program is operated by Call2Recycle Canada Inc., a non-profit environmental
stewardship organization that meets the requirements of a government-approved program under The
Household Hazardous Waste Products Stewardship Regulations, 2019.
For more information visit: https://www.call2recycle.ca/saskatchewan/.


*
THE TERRITORIES Yukon 


Bill 14, An Act to Amend the Environment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 22, 2020.
Reminder: This enactment amends the Environment Act to enable the Commissioner in Executive
Council to make regulations respecting single-use products and packages for the purpose of reducing
waste, litter or harm to the environment. Access at:  
https://yukonassembly.ca/sites/default/files/inline-files/34-3-Bill014-Act-to-Amend-Environment-Act.pdf


*
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Energy and environment
FEDERAL Announcements


CER continues oversight role of KXL
On January 25, 2021, the Canada Energy Regulator (CER) clarifed that it will continue to engage with
TC Energy following the January 20, 2021 revocation of the US presidential permit for the Keystone XL
Project.
As the regulator for the Canadian portion of the project, the CER will continue its regulatory oversight,
focusing on ensuring safety and environmental protection.
The Keystone XL Project was approved by the National Energy Board in March 2010. The Canadian
portion includes 529 km of pipeline from Hardisty, Alberta, to the Canadian/U.S. border at Monchy,
Saskatchewan.
Release: https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/about/news-room/whats-new/2021/cer-continues-oversight-role-kxl.html


ALBERTA AEP announcementss


AEP posts updated Standard for validation, verification and audit
On December 17, 2020, Alberta Environment and Parks announced that the Standard for Validation,
Verification and Audit has been updated with virtual site visit requirements and to provide clarity that
accredited verifiers must conduct verifications in accordance with the requirements of their
accreditation.
Reminder: Lead verifiers, peer reviewers, and designated signing authorities must complete the
Alberta-specific verification training before finalizing any verifications of 2020 compliance reports by
June 30, 2021. 
For more information, contact AEP at: AEP.GHG@gov.ab.ca.


ALBERTA Gazette notices


December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Pipeline Rules amendment addresses closure plans
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published amendments to the Pipeline
Rules (AR 91/2005) under the Pipeline Act. The amendments provide for new rules regarding the
closure, abandonment and reclamation of pipelines, including closure quotas and plans. Similar
provisions related to well closures were also published in the Gazette amending the Oil and Gas
Conservation Rules under the province’s Oil and Gas Conservation Act. 
Access the Gazette Notices (pages 977 and 978) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


Amendments to the Conservation and Reclamation Regulation
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the government published amendments to the Conservation and
Reclamation Regulation (AR 115/93) under the province’s Environmental Protection and Enhancement
Act. Among other things, a new provision states: 


Where a reclamation certificate is issued under the Act in respect of an activity referred to in section 1(t)(vii) (a) on
or before February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made
under section 142(2) of the Act more than 5 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate, or
(b) after February 1, 2021, no environmental protection order regarding conservation or reclamation may be made
under section 142(2) of the Act more than 25 years after the date of issuance of the reclamation certificate.


Access the Gazette Notice (page 997) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf
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ALBERTA Gazette notices (continued)


Amendments to the Oil Sands Conservation Rules address in situ schemes
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the government published amendments to the Oil Sands
Conservation Rules (AR 76/88). The changes direct an operator of an in situ scheme to provide
information on the progress, performance, efficacy and operation of the scheme in accordance with
Directive 054, “Performance Reporting and Surveillance of In Situ Oil Sands Schemes”, published by
the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER). Access the Gazette Notice (page 1001) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf


ALBERTA Management resources


Alberta Environment and Parks updates RSC Form and RAP Guide
Alberta Environment and Parks (AEP) recently released an updated Record of Site Condition form and
Remedial Action Plan Guide. The form and guide are available here:
https://www.alberta.ca/part-two-assessment-and-reporting.aspx
All Phase 2 ESA reports that are submitted to AEP must include a Record of Site Condition form. If the
facility is regulated by the AER, users must continue to use the AER version of the form. Additional
information about the AER form may be found on the AER website.
The AEP form was updated in order to improve data management and risk assessment of contaminated
sites, and to streamline the way end users fill out and submit the form.
Changes made to the Record of Site Condition form include:
–  Form is now a .pdf rather than a Word document;
–  Form allows reports to be attached directly in the form;
–  Users can create a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) inside the form to submit along with their RSC form.
Changes made to the Remedial Action Plan Guide include:
–  Guide contains guidance on how to fill out the RAP part of the RSC Form;
–   Items specific to the RSC form and not the RAP have been removed.
Information on RSC form usage and user training/guidance will be released in 2021.
Questions about the RSC form and RAP guide can be set to: Land.Management@gov.ab.ca


Bitumen Valuation Methodology (BVM) components
Updated on January 22, 2021, this report provides the information used to calculate the bitumen value
under the Bitumen Valuation Methodology (Ministerial) Regulation. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/bvm-components


Gas royalty operations information bulletin [2021]
Updated on January 25, 2021, gas royalty operations information bulletins highlight proposed changes
to legislation, regulations or operating procedures. These bulletins are published on a monthly basis and
provide industry clients with updated information regarding reporting requirements for the determination
of natural gas royalty. Access at:
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/5a74190b-6af7-4010-b53f-af9baa51d291/resource/8ae8e349-65dc-4fee-a628-689d9c302905/download/energy-gas-royalty-operations-information-bulletin-2021-01.pdf


ALBERTA AER announcements


Bulletin 2021-02
Updated Alberta Environment and Parks Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions
On January 21, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) gave notice that Alberta Environment and
Parks (AEP) had updated its Master Schedule of Standards and Conditions (MSSC). The MSSC covers
all land disposition applications under the Public Lands Act, including for energy resource activities. 
According to the AER, the updates clarified and streamlined the application process for public lands by
reducing redundancies and updating the language to reflect today’s energy sector. These updates did
not lessen public safety or environmental and wildlife protections.
One area of confusion in the previous version of the MSSC was around wildlife sweeps. The updated
MSSC requires a new wildlife sweep protocol be followed.
Access bulletin at: https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-02
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ALBERTA AER announcements (continued)


Invitation to comment on proposed revisions to Directive 067 dealing with mandatory
financial disclosure by oil companies
On January 13, 2021, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) announced that all oil and gas licensees will
have to provide a financial summary in addition to the existing requirement to provide financial
statements in order to maintain eligibility to hold oil and gas licenses. 
This change is to be implemented through a proposed new edition of AER Directive 067: Eligibility
Requirements for Acquiring and Holding Energy Licenses and Approvals. The financial summary will be
in addition to the compliance history about the licensee, its affiliates and directors and officers already
required by Directive 067. It will be used by the AER to assess a licensee's eligibility to hold oil and gas
licenses and meet regulatory and liability obligations and to administer the AER's liability management
programs.
The proposed financial summary requires information about a licensee's ability to continue as a going
concern, breaches of debt covenants and agreements, significant financing arrangements and material
acquisitions and divestitures. The financial summary must be certified as complete and accurate by a
director or officer.
This additional requirement is part of the ongoing rollout by the AER of its new liability management
framework for the oil and gas industry designed to ensure that operators meet their asset retirement
obligations and to reduce the number of inactive oil and gas wells that require permanent closure. Other
recent developments include legislative amendments, plans to create a licensee capability assessment
and expansion of the power of the Orphan Well Association.
To provide feedback on the proposed revisions, complete the comment form available on the AER
website at: https://www.aer.ca and email it to Directive067@aer.ca. The AER is accepting feedback on
the draft Directive 067 until February 14, 2021.
Access the draft Directive 067 at:
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-01
The Directive 067 (Draft) package release includes:
- Bulletin 2021-01: Invitation for Feedback on Revisions to Directive 067;
- Directive 067 (Draft) - Eligibility Requirements for Acquiring and Holding Energy Licences and Approvals;
- Draft Directive 067 Feedback Form;
- Schedule 1: Licence Eligibility (Well, Facility, or Pipeline); 
- Schedule 3: Financial Summary.


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Gazette Notices


December 31, 2020, BC Gazette
Amendments to the Pipeline Regulation cover deactivation protocols
Reminder: Under B.C. Reg. 289/2020, deposited December 18, 2020, under the Oil and Gas Activities
Act [section 111] amendments are made to the Pipeline Regulation, B.C. Reg. 281/2010, covering,
among other things: definitions of "damage prevention program" and "pipeline integrity management
program"; and deactivation protocols to be applied if, for a period of 18 consecutive calendar months, a
pipeline permit holder does not transport fluids through the holder's permitted pipeline or part of the
pipeline. Access Order of the Board of the Oil and Gas Commission at:
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n22_289-2020


December 31, 2020, BC Gazette
Amendments to the Dormancy and Shutdown Regulation
Reminder: Under B.C. Reg. 288/2020, deposited December 18, 2020, under the Oil and Gas Activities
Act [section 112], the Board of the Oil and Gas Commission orders that the Dormancy and Shutdown
Regulation, B.C. Reg. 112/2019, is amended to, among other things, clarify provisions under Division 2
– Dormant Sites and Former Sites; and Part 2 – Dormancy and Shutdown Requirements.
Access details at: https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/bcgaz2/bcgaz2/v63n22_288-2020
Access related OGC bulletin (INDB 2020-27) at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/revisions-to-the-dormancy-and-shutdown-regulation-indb-2020-27/
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BRITISH COLUMBIA OGC announcements


Pre-engagement with Halfway River First Nation (INDB 2021-02)
On January 25, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission and Halfway River First Nation (HRFN)
announced that they have enhanced existing guidance on pre-application engagement under the
HRFN Oil and Gas Consultation Agreement.
The objective of pre-engagement is for proponents and First Nations to proactively share
information, identify potential impacts to Aboriginal and Treaty Rights, and discuss measures to
avoid/mitigate potential impacts when planning oil and gas activities.
Access bulletin at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/pre-engagement-with-halfway-river-first-nation-indb-2021-02/


Submission portal for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information launched
Reminder: On January 4, 2021, the BC Oil and Gas Commission announced that it is implementing
a Permittee Capability Assessment (PCA) to determine security deposit requirements for permit
holders under Section 30 of the Oil and Gas Activities Act (OGAA). To support the PCA, the
Commission is launching online submission for Corporate Financial and Reserves Information.
The implementation of the PCA will occur over the next year to strengthen the Commission’s ability
to monitor and ensure the corporate health of permit holders. Once fully implemented, the PCA will
replace the Liability Management Rating (LMR) program for determining security deposit
requirements under Section 30 of OGAA.
Beginning February 1, 2021, the Commission will request permit holders to submit certain corporate
financial and reserves information annually and quarterly.
To access online submissions for the Corporate Financial and Reserves Information, visit the
eSubmission online portal and select PCA. 
Access release at: 
https://www.bcogc.ca/news/submission-portal-for-corporate-financial-and-reserves-information-launched/


*
NEWFOUNDLAND & LABRADOR Announcements


NL Offshore Oil and Gas Industry Recovery Assistance Fund - Call for Proposals
To provide direct assistance for the local oil and gas sector value chain, the NL Government has
committed a total of $32 million to support oil and gas supply and service sector projects.
The Department of Industry, Energy and Technology (IET) is now requesting applications through an NL
Offshore Oil and Gas Industry Recovery Assistance Fund Call for Proposals.
Proposed projects must focus on industry-led activities that will sustain the NL offshore oil and gas
industry in the short-term and drive the recovery of the NL oil and gas sector over the long term.
Projects must commence no later than June 1, 2021 and must be completed by December 31, 2022.
Proposals must be submitted by February 19, 2021 via email at: OGIRAFund@gov.nl.ca . A completed
application form must also be included which can be found at www.gov.nl.ca/iet.


ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related notices


• Proposed Revision to Ontario Energy Board (OEB) Leave to Construct Cost Threshold
for Hydrocarbon Pipelines
ER0 # 019-3041; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The Ministry is proposing to increase the cost threshold for hydrocarbon pipelines that require Ontario
Energy Board (OEB) approval through its Leave to Construct process from $2 million to $10 million. 
Access the ERO posting at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3041


• Proposal to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 (Definitions and Exemptions) under the
Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 to exempt certain electricity transmission projects
from Section 92 (Leave to Construct) approval
ER0 # 019-3038; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 29, 2021; Comment deadline: April 29, 2021.
The government is proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/99 to exempt certain electricity transmission
projects that are not expected to have a significant ratepayer impact from the requirement to obtain Section
92 (electricity Leave to Construct) approval from the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). 
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3038
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ONTARIO Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) - Energy-related notices (continued)


• The Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines is reviewing Ontario’s long-
term energy planning framework with a view to implementing a new, more transparent,
predictable, and reliable planning process
ER0 # 019-3007; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 27, 2021;Comment deadline: April 27, 2021.
The government is proposing to refocus Ontario’s long-term energy planning framework to increase the
effectiveness, transparency and accountability of energy decision-making in Ontario by empowering
independent, agency-led planning through organizations such as the Independent Electricity System
Operator (IESO) and the Ontario Energy Board (OEB). To achieve this objective, the ministry is considering
revoking the provisions of the Electricity Act, 1998 related to long term energy plans, implementation
directives and implementation plans. ENDM is also considering whether the IESO and the OEB have the
appropriate mandates and authorities to undertake an expanded planning and resource acquisition role.
This could include the development of a new approval or review process for certain types of government
policy-decisions. Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3007


• Proposal to amend the Planning Act, 1990 to apply Hydro One’s electricity
transmission project exemptions to all transmitters
ER0 # 019-3034; Posted by the Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines on Jan. 26, 2021;Comment deadline: March 12, 2021.
This is an invitation to comment on a ENDM proposal to amend the Planning Act,1990 to apply Hydro One’s
electricity transmission project exemption to all transmitters whose transmission projects undergo
Comprehensive or Streamlined Environmental Assessment processes.
Access the ERO Notice at: https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-3034


Standards, codes and guidelines
FEDERAL Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards 


• Highway tank brake interlocks used during loading and unloading 
These standards require that highway tanks be prevented from moving during loading and unloading
of dangerous goods. This can be done using wheel chock blocks or using an integrated brake interlock
system that activates the vehicle brakes. The choice provides highway tank operators with the
flexibility to select the best method for their operations.
The general loading and unloading requirements for highway tanks transporting dangerous goods are
found in Clause 7.1 of CSA B621-14 and Clause 5.1 of CSA B622-14.
See associated safety advisory at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-advisories/highway-tank-brake-interlocks-used-during-loading-unloading


Related reminder: New editions of CSA B620, CSA B621, and CSA B622 were published in November, 2020.
New editions of the following standards were published in November 2020 by the Canadian Standards Association’s
(CSA) Technical Committee on Highway Tanks and Transport Canada (TC) Portable Tanks for the Transportation of
Dangerous Goods:
• CSA B620:20 “Highway tanks and TC portable tanks for the transportation of dangerous goods”
• CSA B621:20 “Selection and use of highway tanks, TC portable tanks, and other large containers for the 
transportation of  dangerous goods, Classes 3, 4, 5, 6.1, 8, and 9”
• CSA B622:20 “Selection and use of highway tanks and TC portable tanks for the transportation of dangerous goods, 
Class 2”
Since July 12, 2017, the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (TDGR) dynamically reference the CSA B620,
B621 and B622 standards. This allows stakeholders to use the most recent versions of these safety standards as soon
as they are published and provides a transition period for mandatory compliance, as specified in the TDG Regulations.
In accordance with Section 1.3.2 of the TDG Regulations, these newly published standards come into force on May 31,
2021, however stakeholders may use these new standards any time before this date.
Purchase standards at: https://www.csagroup.org/store/
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FEDERAL Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) standards (continued)


• New standard for dangerous goods training will be incorporated by reference to Part
6 of TDG Regulations
The first edition of CAN/CGSB-192.3 “Transportation of dangerous goods training, assessment and
competency” was published in November 2020. The standard is intended for incorporation by
reference into the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Regulations (TDG Regulations) Part 6. 
The standard requires that all persons who handle, offer for transport or transport dangerous goods
be provided with general awareness training and be assessed. The standard establishes: employer
responsibilities; persons’ competencies; general awareness training and assessment; function specific
training and assessment; supplementary training and assessment requirements; recurrent training
and assessment; and record-keeping requirements.
Stakeholder input invited on developing guidance materials under development  
Transport Canada is currently moving forward with regulatory work and the development of
comprehensive guidance materials, under the direction of the Human Resource Systems Group
(HRSG). Guidance materials are expected to comprise:
• a series of competency-based training and assessment programs that include job descriptions,
performance criteria, general awareness and job-specific training, and assessment models;
• compliance guidance materials to help industry comply with the TDG training standard
CAN/CGSB-192.3 and the TDG Act and Regulations; and
• materials to help businesses produce and maintain compliant training materials.
Employers will be able to use and adapt the assessment models, tools, and information, thereby
reducing the cost and time associated with the development of training materials.
To ensure that the guidance material will be of value to the industry, the Directorate is soliciting
stakeholder participation. Comment deadline: June 2021. 
Access the standard at:
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2020/ongc-cgsb/P29-192-003-2020-eng.pdf


FEDERAL CSA standards


• Now Published: CSA Z1650:21, Paramedic Response to the Opioid Crisis
CSA Z1650:21, “Paramedic response to the opioid crisis: Education and training across the treatment
and care continuum in out-of-hospital and community settings” is now published. This new national
Standard outlines a framework for paramedic emergency and front-line response to the opioid crisis
that can be implemented by first responders across Canada. 
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/CSA%20Z1650%3A21/


Related Committee participation: To explore paramedic-led solutions, CSA Group invites you to participate on
the Opioids First Responder Action Committee (FRAC). The new FRAC Committee will help guide opioid
knowledge translation activities and the dissemination of information related to CSA Z1650:21 in paramedic and tri-
service communities and groups. For more information and if you are interested in participating, please contact
cassandra.gullia@csagroup.org by March 31, 2021.


• Z259.16 - Design of active fall-protection systems (New edition)
Reminder: This Standard specifies requirements for the design and performance of complete active
fall-protection systems, including travel-restraint and vertical and horizontal fall-arrest systems. This
Standard is intended for engineers with expertise in designing fall-protection systems.
Contact: tania.donovska@csagroup.org; Review start date: Dec 17, 2020; Review end date: Feb 17,
2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4026


• Drinking water treatment systems (New Edition)
Reminder: This Standard covers drinking water treatment systems that are (a) point-of-use or point-
of-entry plumbed systems; and (b) point-of-use non-plumbed systems.
Note: Drinking water treatment systems covered by this Standard are intended to be used for the
reduction or inactivation of harmful substances that can be present in drinking water.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; Review end date: Mar 8,
2021. Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043
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FEDERAL CSA standards (continued)


• CSA Environmental DNA (eDNA) Reporting Requirements and Terminology Standard
Reminder: This Standard applies to appropriate reporting of information regarding the conduct of
eDNA biological surveys or assessments. The Standard is intended for use, among others, by
industrial proponents that have activities with potential ecological impacts and by proponents of
resource development projects whose business may have either direct or indirect influences on natural
systems, particularly aquatic systems, and whose development depends on social and regulatory
acceptance of transparent science-based studies of natural ecosystems in the interest of accurately
understanding and describing project-related effects.
Contact: sarah.chung@csagroup.org; Review start date: Jan 10, 2021; Review end date: Mar 8, 2021.
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4043
Access Draft (free log-in required) at: https://publicreview.csa.ca/Home/Details/4042’


• CSA N289.5-12, Seismic Instrumentation Requirements for Nuclear Power Plants and
Nuclear Facilities
CSA Group is seeking input on the draft amendment to CSA N289.5-12, Seismic Instrumentation
Requirements for Nuclear Power Plants and Nuclear Facilities, by March 8, 2021. View the draft
version of the amendment to CSA N289.5-12 on the public review site at
https://publicreview.csa.ca/Document/Manage/4038


Workplace environment 
health and safety
FEDERAL Gazette notices


January 30, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-19, No. 19
The Order, under the Aeronautics Act, updates rules governing prohibitions and preventative measures
including notifications, health checks, temperature screening, face masks for crew and passengers,
procedures for deplaning and screening by airport authorities. The stipulations, now in effect, are backed
by a series of administrative monetary penalties applicable to both individuals and companies and
outlined in the notice.
With this posting, the Interim Order Respecting Certain Requirements for Civil Aviation Due to COVID-
19, No. 18, published on January 16, 2021, is repealed.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-16/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n14


January 30, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Orders-in-Council issued by the Public Health Agency of Canada under the Quarantine Act 
Three Orders are updated to reflect new restrictions imposed as a result of COVID-19. The O-I-Cs
and their related links are as follows:
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada
from any Country Other than the United States):
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Prohibition of Entry into Canada
from the United States):
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf
• Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations): http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/pdf/g1-15505.pdf
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FEDERAL Gazette notices (continued)


January 16, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Minimizing the Risk of Exposure to COVID-19 in Canada Order (Quarantine, Isolation and Other
Obligations)
This Order outlines COVID-19-related requirements applicable to  all persons who enter Canada,
whether by air, land, rail or sea. For details, access the Gazette Notice at: 
http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-16/html/order-decret-eng.html


FEDERAL Compliance reminders


Transport Canada issues alert re: expiration of COVID-19 temporary certificates
Effective February 1, 2021, to ensure compliance with the TDG Regulations, all stakeholders must
have addressed any existing gaps with TDG Regulations. This may include:
• ensuring that all employees are trained as per the TDG Regulations and hold a valid training
certificate; and
• ensuring that all Means of Containment (MOCs) used to transport dangerous goods have been tested
and inspected in accordance with relevant standards and display current and valid inspection and test
markings.
In this context, the following temporary certificates expire on January 31, 2021: TU 0750.1: Training and
TU 0751.2: Means of Containment.  
Access details at: 
https://tc.canada.ca/en/dangerous-goods/safety-awareness-materials-faq/safety-awareness-kit-industry/expiration-covid-19-temporary-certificates


Canada’s nuclear regulator updates its drug and alcohol testing requirements  
High-security nuclear sites across Canada, including nuclear power plants, used fuel management facilities
and Chalk River Laboratories, are now required to follow updated drug and alcohol testing requirements.
These requirements are outlined in the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission’s (CNSC) regulatory
document, REGDOC-2.2.4, Fitness for Duty, Volume II: Managing Alcohol and Drug Use, Version 3.  
Recent updates include revised drug testing thresholds and approved methods for oral fluid testing and
point-of-collection testing. They complement other existing requirements, such as random and pre-
placement testing, that ensure facility staff in key roles perform optimally and provide the highest level of
safety for all Canadians. Access January 22, 2021 release at:
https://www.canada.ca/en/nuclear-safety-commission/news/2021/01/canadas-nuclear-regulator-updates-its-drug-and-alcohol-testing-requirements.html


FEDERAL Consultations


Comment period on proposed changes to REGDOC-2.5.6 on rooms for handling nuclear
substances extended to February 12, 2021
The Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission announced recently that it is extending its comment period
on draft REGDOC-2.5.6, Design of Rooms Where Unsealed Nuclear Substances Are Handled, to
February 12, 2021. Access details of consultation on:
https://www.letstalknuclearsafety.ca/regdoc-256-public-consultation?tool=forum_topic


FEDERAL Announcements


Update for certain consumer products regarding the use of flame retardant chemicals  
Health Canada is notifying interested parties that updated industry guides for several products that are
subject to the Canada Consumer Product Safety Act (CCPSA) are now available. The following industry
guides have been updated to provide information related to the use of flame retardant chemicals:
• Industry Guide to Canadian Requirements for Carpets and Other Textile Floor Coverings;
• Industry Guide to Flammability of Textile Products in Canada;
• Industry Guide to Health Canada’s Safety Requirements for Children’s Toys and Related Products;
• Children’s sleepwear: Flammability requirement guidelines;
• Industry guide to futon flammability requirements in Canada.
Access details at: 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/consumer-product-safety/legislation-guidelines/guidelines-policies.html
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FEDERAL Management resources


• Occupational Cancer Research Centre offers new website on cancer risk and more: A new
website created by the Occupational Cancer Research Centre allows users to explore risks of disease
for Ontario workers in five industry sectors and hundreds of occupation groups, with additional sectors
coming soon. Access this tool at: https://www.occdiseasestats.ca/#/


*


ALBERTA Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 47: Ensuring Safety and Cutting Red Tape Act, 2020. Royal Assent: December 9, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety Act, the Radiation Protection Act and the
Workers’ Compensation Act..
Proposed changes to the Occupational Health and Safety Act include:
- removing the requirement for health and safety committees and representatives to be on work sites with multiple
employers and a prime contractor, such as construction sites;
- allowing occupational health and safety officers to dismiss complaints of questionable merit before starting an
investigation;
- clarifying definitions and reporting requirements of potentially serious incidents; and
- clarifying rules and definitions around dangerous work refusals to make it easier to follow so that serious health
and safety concerns can be resolved more quickly.
Proposed changes to the Workers’ Compensation Act include:
- reinstating an insurable earnings cap for injured and ill workers;
- limiting presumptive coverage for psychological injuries to firefighters, police officers, peace officers, correctional
officers, paramedics and emergency dispatchers;
- restoring a voluntary system for reinstating an injured worker; and
- removing the requirement for employers to contribute to health benefit plans for injured workers who are off work.
Access Bill 47 at: https://www.assembly.ab.ca/assembly-business/bills/bill?billinfoid=11884&from=bills


Access a full analysis of Bill 47 “Proposed Sweeping Changes To Alberta's Occupational Health And Safety Act” by Simon
Foxcroft, Mathieu LaFleche,Tayler Meagher and Jennifer Miller; Bennett Jones LLP at:
https://www.bennettjones.com/Blogs-Section/Proposed-Sweeping-Changes-to-Albertas-Occupational-Health-and-Safety-Act


ALBERTA Gazette notices


December 31, 2020, Alberta Gazette
Safety Codes Act delineate new powers for Safety Codes officers to review projects
Reminder: On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published, among other things,
amendments under the provincial Safety Codes Act to delineate powers for safety codes officers to
review various systems of construction projects by repealing subsection (2) of Section 18 and
substituting the following:


(2) If, in the opinion of a safety codes officer, the size or complexity of a project may give rise to safety concerns, the
safety codes officer may require that the construction of any or all of the project’s (a) buildings,  (b) electrical
systems, (c) elevating devices, (d) gas systems, (e) plumbing and private sewage disposal systems, or (f) fire
protection systems and equipment, be reviewed during construction in accordance with the Engineering and
Geoscience Professions Act or the Architects Act.


Access Gazette Notice (page 982) at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf 


Alberta Regulation 264/2020 - Workers’ Compensation Act (Various Regulations)
Amendment Regulation 
On December 31, 2020, the Alberta government published amendments related to, among other things:
physician remuneration; Appeals Commission functions; and establishing a roster for independent
medical examinations. Access the Gazette Notice, (page 984), at:
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/gazette/2020/pdf/24_Dec31_Part2.pdf
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ALBERTA Management resources


Energy Safety Canada releases Potentially Serious Incidents Report 
This report provides a summary of Potentially Serious Incident (PSI) data from the Alberta oil and gas
industry from 2019 to Q3 2020. 
According to Alberta Occupation Health & Safety, a PSI is,
“Any event where a reasonable and informed person would determine that under slightly different
circumstances, there would be a high likelihood for a serious injury to a person.”
The latest report notes that approximately half of the PSIs are “line of fire” related, with the most
significant category being “struck by falling object” involving “construction materials” and “hand tool -
non-powered”.
Approximately half of the PSIs involving inhalation of substances are exposures to H2S.
The average percentage of injury to non-injury, or near miss, PSIs across the entire data set is 18%,
indicating more PSI near misses being reported than injury PSIs. 
Access the latest PSI report at: 
https://www.energysafetycanada.com/Standards/Programs/Potentially-Serious-Incidents


COVID-19 information : COVID-19 exposure in workplace common areas
Alberta Occupational Health and Safety incident monitoring shows an increase in COVID-19 exposure
with the failure of controls in workplace common areas. This bulletin, updated on January 11, 2021,
discusses the increased risk and some best practices to address this risk. Access at: 
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/7fd51c8b-ca3b-4894-a92e-840e1d230cf9/resource/4d2b56e2-0f64-41d4-b525-4fb9060e30dc/download/lbr-covid-19-exposure-in-workplace-common-areas-2021.pdf


*


BRITISH COLUMBIA Legislature - Recapping the progress of OHS-related Bills


• Bill 23, Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act, 2020. Royal Assent: August 14, 2020. The
legislation, now in effect, amends 34 provisions of the Workers Compensation Act (Act), addressing
issues related to: occupational health and safety investigations and convictions; workers’
compensation benefits; the powers of WorkSafeBC’s Review Division; the powers and obligations of
the Workers’ Compensation Appeal Tribunal; and collecting unpaid assessments.
Access the Bill, together with explanatory notes, at:
https://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billscurrent/5th41st:gov23-1
WorkSafeBC Summary of provisions:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/workers-compensation-law/amendments#collapse-B3E619852B664A39AFCCC4F8CC0EF2F0


BRITISH COLUMBIA Consultations


March 2021 public hearing on proposed regulatory amendments
On January 20, 2021, WorkSafeBC announced that it will be holding a virtual public hearing on
proposed amendments to the Occupational Health and Safety Regulation. 
The hearing will be streamed live on March 3, 2021, in two sessions. The first will take place from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and the second from 3 to 5 p.m. Further information on how to view or participate will
be posted on the WorkSafeBC website at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/march-2021-public-hearing-on-proposed-changes-to-ohsr-march-5-21 


Access the following proposed amendments, along with explanatory notes, at:
http://www.worksafebcmedia.com/enews/prrd/2021-03-ohsr/2021-03-ohsr.html
Parts 1, 5, 22, and 23 — Flammable and combustible liquids
Part 6 — Hazardous drugs
Part 7 — Ionizing radiation — Dose limits for lens of the eye
Part 20 — Concrete pump operators
Part 26 — Arborists
Part 26 — Forestry operations and similar activities (Logging truck load securement)
Housekeeping amendments to parts 14, 24, 25, and 31.
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BRITISH COLUMBIA Management resources


Process safety: Managing risk in high-hazard sectors
On January 20, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted a resource to guide employers and committees through
process safety planning. Process safety involves the management of risks through the implementation
of controls in order to prevent leaks, spills, equipment malfunctions, corrosion, component failures,
and upset conditions. The resource features a video showing what Domtar’s Kamloops Mill and
Cariboo Pulp and Paper have done to implement their process safety plans.
Access the resource at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/campaigns/process-safety?utm_source=enews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=process-safety-111220


Access the video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VS4SmI9UbU&feature=emb_logo


Resource outlines employer responsibilities for the safe operation of lift trucks
On January 22, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted a revised resource outlining employer responsibilities for
the safe operation of lift trucks. “Employer responsibilities for lift truck safety” discusses the employer’s
responsibility for providing suitable lift trucks for the work tasks and making sure they are properly
maintained by qualified workers. It also lists several questions to help assess the safety of a facility’s
layout and design, such as whether side clearance in aisles allow for the safe operation of lift trucks
and if there are designated walkways for pedestrians. Access the resource at: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/January/revised-resource-outlines-employer-responsibilities-for-safe-operation-of-lift-trucks


New book helps employers prevent slips, trips, and falls in the workplace
On January 15, 2021, WorkSafeBC posted “Preventing Slips, Trips, and Falls in the Workplace”. The
resource describes common misconceptions about slips, trips, and falls as well as the factors that
contribute to their causes. It also discusses how employers can effectively manage the risks by
identifying the hazards and implementing controls related to a variety of factors, including workplace
design, flooring, cleaning procedures, and worker footwear.
Access at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/news-events/announcements/2021/January/new-book-helps-employers-prevent-slips-trips-falls-in-the-workplace


Latest COVID-19 updates
On January 7, 2021, updated public health orders were issued covering: sports and recreation, gyms
and fitness centres, accommodation, faith-based organizations, performing arts, movie theatres, retail
and vending markets, party buses and limousines, mandatory masks, worker health checks. 
More information at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/health-and-safety
Read more COVID-19 information at: https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates


*
MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 18, The Workers’ Compensation Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Reminder: This Bill amends The Workers Compensation Act to respond to the 2016-2017
recommendations of the Legislative Review Committee. The significant changes are as follows:
Coverage and Assessment - Among other things, the definition of "accident" is expanded to include
occupational diseases, post-traumatic stress disorder and acute reactions to traumatic events. 
Compensation - For calculating compensation, maximum annual earnings are set at $150,000. 
Administration - Among other things, the WCB must establish a prevention advisory council. 
Enforcement - An employer is prohibited from deducting employee benefits to pay for an employee's
compensation claim. WCB may reimburse an affected employee and collect the amount from the
employer. Access Bill 18 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b018e.php#Explanatory%20Note


Related consultations: The WorkSafeBC Board approved policy changes in advance of stakeholder consultation to ensure
WorkSafeBC policy aligns with the Act as amended by Bill 23 on January 1, 2021. WorkSafeBC Division has released two
discussion papers on these newly revised policies to identify whether further policy changes are necessary.
The discussion papers, revised policies, and information on how to provide feedback can be accessed as follows:
Consultation on Bill 23 — Permanent partial disability benefits at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-permanent-partial-disability-benefits
Consultation on Bill 23 — Retirement age determinations at:
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/public-hearings-consultations/current-public-hearings-and-consultations/bill-23-retirement-age-determinations
Comment deadline: April 16, 2021. 
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MANITOBA Legislature - Recapping the progress of current Bills


• Bill 11, The Workplace Safety and Health Amendment Act. First Reading: October 14, 2020.
Among other things, the Bill makes the following amendments: a discriminatory action is now referred
to as a reprisal; the position of the chief prevention officer is eliminated; an appeal of a decision made
by a safety and health officer may be dismissed by the director if the appeal is frivolous or vexatious,
or, in the case of a reprisal, if it was not referred to an officer within six months; and maximum fines for
offences under the Act are increased. Consequential amendments are made to The Workers
Compensation Act (see Bill 18 below). Access Bill 11 at: http://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/42-3/b011e.php


*
NEW BRUNSWICK Legislature - Recapping the progress of recent Bills


• Bill 19, An Act to Amend the Workers’ Compensation Act: Second Reading: December 9,
2020. Access minor amendment at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm


• Bill 20, An Act to Amend the Workplace Health, Safety and Compensation Commission
and Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal Act: Second Reading: December 8, 2020.
The Bill makes minor administrative and text changes.
Access the text of this Private Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-19-e.htm
• Bill 21, An Act to Amend the Industrial Relations Act. Royal Assent: December 18, 2020.
The Bill deals with arbitration matters re: firefighters and police officers. Access the text of this Private
Member’s Bill at: https://www.gnb.ca/legis/bill/FILE/60/1/Bill-21-e.htm


NEW BRUNSWICK Announcements


Province introduces newly updated sample incident reporting procedure
On January 4, 2021,WorkSafeNB has updated its Sample Incident Reporting Procedure for New
Brunswick workplaces. This sample has been adjusted to meet changes in legislation and
WorkSafeNB’s reporting process. It also supports best practices for injury prevention and return to
work. Stakeholders are invited to customize their incident reporting procedures to meet the needs of
individual workplaces. Learn more about incident reporting and return-to-work requirements and best
practices at worksafenb.ca.
Release: https://www.worksafenb.ca/about-us/news-and-events/news/2021/new-updated-sample-incident-reporting-procedure-for-new-brunswick-workplaces/


*
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR Legislature


• Bill 23, Radiation Health and Safety Act, 2020. Reminder: First Reading: October 27, 2020.
This Bill would amend the Occupational Health And Safety Act, RSNL 1990 c. O-3 and the law
respecting health and safety in the operation of radiation equipment. Access Bill 23 at:
https://www.assembly.nl.ca/housebusiness/bills/ga49session1/bill2023.htm


*
NOVA SCOTIA Gazette Notices


January 29, 2021, Royal Gazette
N.S. Reg. 3/2021: Amendment to the Accessibility Act General Regulations
The regulation (in Schedule A) sets out dates for prescribed public sector bodies to meet their
obligations under the Accessibility Act. Access Gazette Notice at:
https://novascotia.ca/just/regulations/rg2/2021/RG2-2021-01-29.pdf 


*
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ONTARIO Legislature


• Bill 238, Workplace Safety and Insurance Amendment Act, 2020. First Reading: December
8, 2020. Generally, if passed, this Government Bill will protect employers from an unexpected increase
in Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) premiums, while maintaining an increase to the
maximum earnings cap for worker benefits. Access Bill 238 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-238


• Bill 218, Supporting Ontario's Recovery and Municipal Elections Act. Royal Assent:
November 20, 2020. Section 2 of the Act provides that no cause of action arises against any person
as a direct or indirect result of an individual being or potentially being infected with or exposed to
coronavirus (COVID-19) on or after March 17, 2020 as a direct or indirect result of an act or omission
of the person providing certain conditions are met. Access Bill 218 at:
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-42/session-1/bill-218/status


Access related analysis: “Proposed Legislation Protects Ontario Businesses From Pandemic-related Legal
Claims” by Fahad Siddiqui; Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP at:
https://www.nortonrosefulbright.com/en-ca/knowledge/publications/a9b5110d/proposed-legislation-protects-ontario-businesses-from-pandemic-related-legal-claims


ONTARIO Announcements


Ontario expands workplace enforcement campaigns
On January 20, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
announced a further expansion of its province-wide inspection blitzes to ensure essential businesses are
operating safely. The inspection blitzes build on the province's recently announced "Stay Safe All Day"
campaign, which focuses workplace inspections in areas of high transmission such as break rooms. 
The campaign provides resource materials to employers and workers to promote safe behaviour before,
during and after work.
Inspectors are also visiting farming operations across the province, focusing on locations that employ
temporary foreign workers to ensure that health and safety laws are followed.
Results from COVID-19 workplace safety campaigns held in December in seven communities across
the province showed that approximately 67 per cent of workplaces were in compliance with the
requirements. The most common issues were not wearing masks, not having a safety plan and not
screening people in the workplace.
Corporations can now be fined $1,000 for failing to comply with orders under the Reopening Ontario (A
Flexible Response to COVID-19) Act and the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act. All
individuals, including employees and patrons, can also be fined $750 for failing to comply with orders
under the acts.
Release: https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/60019/ontario-expands-workplace-enforcement-campaigns 
Access release outlining compliance requirements at: 
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/59276/ontario-launches-workplace-education-and-enforcement-campaigns


COVID-19 Update: New measures for Toronto workplaces
Reminder: On January 4, 2021, Toronto's Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Eileen de Villa, announced new
measures for Toronto workplaces to minimize the spread of COVID-19. Measures are detailed in the
Jan. 15, 2021 edition of HSERA.
Access COVID-19 Guidance: Employers, Workplaces & Businesses and related resources at:
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-employers-workplaces-businesses/


and https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/9538-Fact-Sheet-for-Workplaces-Non-Healthcare_final.pdf


ONTARIO Consultations


Province consulting on Working at Heights Training Standards
On January 25, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
notice on the province’s Regulatory Registry that it is conducting a review of the Working at Heights
training program and provider standards. Submissions are requested by March 11, 2021. 
Access the Registry posting at: 
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=7fyuhTh7rH7cgjWZXZg-LkX?language=en&postingId=35988
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ONTARIO Consultations (continued)


Ministry announces consultation on proposed amendments to Pre-Start Health and
Safety Review requirements for factories
On January 20, 2021, the Ontario Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD) posted
a proposal on the Regulatory Register outlining its plans to amend section 7 of the Industrial
Establishments regulation (Regulation 851) under the Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA),
which requires that a pre-start health and safety review (PSR) be carried out on certain machinery,
protective elements, structures and processes in factories before they are put into service for the first
time or if modifications are needed. Consultation deadline: March 11, 2021. Download the 2021
Consultation Paper at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35907&attachmentId=47358


February 12 deadline on proposal to modernize reporting requirements for Part VII -
Notices under the Occupational Health and Safety Act
Reminder: On December 18, 2020, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted a proposal to consolidate notice and incident reporting requirements under the Occupational
Health and Safety Act (OHSA). To assist employers in meeting their obligations under Part VII -
Notices of the OHSA, the MLTSD is proposing to streamline the prescribed written reporting
requirements into a single regulation that would apply to all workplaces covered under the OHSA.
Comment deadline: February 12, 2021.
Access discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35627&attachmentId=47096


February 22 deadline to comment on First Aid modernization proposals
Reminder: On January 8, 2021, the Ministry of Labour, Training and Skills Development (MLTSD)
posted a proposal to transfer the responsibility for workplace first aid from the Workplace Safety and
Insurance Board (WSIB) to MLTSD. Comment deadline: February 22, 2021.
Access the discussion document at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/showAttachment.do?postingId=35867&attachmentId=47296
Access the Regulatory Register posting at:
https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view_posting.jsp;jsessionid=jFv1f6z_02gFWQuKP8EDnmV?language=en&postingId=35867


ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders
The following recently-published measures and orders are issued under the Emergency Management and Civil
Protection Act. 


Published on e-Laws: January 25, 2021
O. Reg. 25/21: Extension of Orders
This regulation extends various deadlines made under section 7.0.8 of the Act covering: enforcement;
evictions; and stay-at-home orders until February 9, 2021.  Access at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21025
O. Reg. 24/21: Extension of Emergency
This regulation extends the pre-existing State of Emergency past the end of January 26, 2021 for a
period of 14 days. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21024
Published on e-Laws: January 13, 2021
O. Reg. 11/21: Stay-at-home Order
The Order requires every individual to remain in their place of residence at all times unless leaving
their place of residence is necessary for one or more of the following purposes: work, school and child
care; obtaining goods and services; assisting others; health, safety and legal purposes. 
Access the full list at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21011
O. Reg. 8/21: Enforcement of COVID-19 measures
Among other things, this regulation gives provincial officers the power to order that premises be
temporarily closed if an officer has reasonable grounds to believe that an organized public event or
other gathering is occurring at the premises and that the number of people in attendance exceeds the
number permitted under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to Covid-19) Act, 2020. Access
at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21008
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ONTARIO COVID-19 Regulations and Orders (continued)


The following recently-published Regulations and Orders under the Reopening Ontario (A Flexible Response to
COVID-19) Act, 2020, reflect the Ontario government’s rapidly-changing requirements regarding maintaining
health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic.
O. Reg. 36/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Published on e-Laws: January 29, 2021, the regulation makes amendments designating health unit
areas subject to rules applicable to Stage 1. Access at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21036
O. Reg. 26/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Published on e-laws on January 25, 2021, the regulation makes various amendments regarding,
among other things, individuals who work for a manufacturer or distributor of pharmaceutical products
or medical supplies; a staff member of a school who provides, or supports the provision of, in-person
instruction; essential workers in the oil and gas industry; and miscellanous others including: grocery
store workers; waste management and collection workers; food production workers and truck drivers. 
Access the regulation at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21026
O. Reg. 21/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Published on e-laws on January 25, 2021, the regulation makes various minor amendments
designating health unit areas subject to rules applicable to Stage 1. Access the regulation at:
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21021
O. Reg. 10/21: Rules for areas in Stage 1
Published on e-laws on January 13, 2021, the regulation amends Schedule 1 to Ontario Regulation
82/20 by adding the following section: Work from home except where necessary. In addition, the
following rules apply to individuals (with some exceptions): 
• wear a mask or face covering in a manner that covers the mouth, nose and chin during any period in
which they are in an indoor area of the premises,
• maintain a physical distance of at least two metres from every other person.
Other provisions cover: hours of opening for shopping malls; construction activities; and schools.
Access full details at: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21010 


ONTARIO Management resources


WSPS posts 5 steps to keep up with evolving COVID-19 requirements 
Ontario’s Workplace Safety and Prevention Services (WSPS) recently posted the following 5 steps it
recommends to keep up to date with changing COVID-19 requirements:
• Develop a COVID-19 safety plan if you haven’t already done so, and follow it. “The process is
straightforward: just follow a safety plan guide and template developed by the Ministry of Labour,
Training and Skills Development.” WSPS offers sample sector-specific safety plans to help you
populate your plan.
• Assign an employee to serve as a pandemic compliance officer responsible for determining
what’s required now, actively tracking changes, and ensuring your workplace exceeds its obligations.
Monitor provincial and local news sources, and bookmark the website of your local public health unit
so that your compliance officer can check regularly for new orders.
• Communicate changes in legal requirements and workplace controls to employees, and reinforce
everyone’s responsibilities under the Internal Responsibility System.
• Look for gaps in your planning, especially as rules evolve using the WSPS operational planning
tool at: https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/find-gaps-in-your-covid-19-operational-
plan.aspx
• Follow the enforcement activities of provincial and local police, bylaw officers and workplace
inspectors. The focus of these activities may indicate possible opportunities for improvement in your
workplace. Expect the focus to shift as priorities change.
https://www.wsps.ca/Information-Resources/Articles/5-steps-to-keep-up-with-evolving-COVID-19-requirem.aspx


• IHSA posts fact sheet on safe trucking: Access this tool at:
https://www.ihsa.ca/pdfs/magazine/volume_20_Issue_3/safe-trucking-requires-training-knowledge-and-experience.pdf
IHSA also has several courses including Defensive Driving–Commercial, and In-Cab Coaching/Evaluation. For
more information on these and many other courses, visit ihsa.ca/training/course-list.
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ONTARIO Management resources (continued)


• COVID-19 updated tools for workplaces: The following updated guidance has been developed or
revised to support employers in developing their plan and to give guidance to help make their
workplaces safer:
• Safety plan guide update;
• Updated construction sector guidance;
• New guidance on meal and break periods;
• New guidance on self-isolation and return to work; 
• New workplace screening tools, including worker screening and customer screening.
Links for all of the above can be found at: https://mailchi.mp/83497afdcf40/whats-new-january-2021?e=7259f5ff7b


QUEBEC Legislature 


• Bill 59, An Act to modernize the occupational health and safety regime. First Reading:
October 27, 2020. In Committee on Labour and the Economy: January 11, 2021. Among other
things, the Bill - previously described in full in HSERA January 15, 2021 edition - amends the Act
respecting industrial accidents and occupational diseases in order to allow the Government to create
committees on occupational oncological diseases, whose function is to determine whether a worker
suffers from an occupational oncological disease and to give an opinion on the link between that
disease and the work carried on by the worker.
Access the full text of Bill 59 at:
http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-59-42-1.html
Access related analysis:
Introduction Of Bill 59, An Act To Modernize The Occupational Health And Safety Regime: Major Changes Expected
by Éric Thibaudeau, Laurence Bourgeois-Hatto and Jonathan Garneau; Langlois lawyers, LLP at:
https://langlois.ca/introduction-bill-59-act-modernize-occupational-health-safety-regime-major-changes-expected/
Occupational Health And Safety Legislation In Quebec: New Realities And Challenges For Employers by Natalie
Bussière, Francis Laperrière Racine, and Sarah Rohmann; Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP at:
https://www.blakes.com/insights/bulletins/2020/occupational-health-and-safety-legislation-in-quebec-new-realities-and-challenges-for-employers


• Bill 72, An Act to amend various legislative provisions concerning mainly bodies in
the field of public safety. Passed: December 11, 2020. This bill changes the mode of
appointment of investigators of the specialized anti-corruption police force.
Access Bill 72 via: http://m.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-72-42-1.html


• Bill 71, An Act respecting Off-highway vehicles. Assent: December 10, 2020, and now in
force, the Bill reforms the regulation of off-highway vehicles to ensure public safety. The maximum
speed imposed on snowmobilers is now 70 km/h, and 50 km/h for quad drivers. 
Access Bill 71 at: http://m.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-parlementaires/projets-loi/projet-loi-71-42-1.html


QUEBEC Gazette Notices


January 20, 2021, Gazette Officielle
Agreement relating to the protection of professional circus artists in training under the
Act respecting Occupational Health and Safety 
The object of the Agreement is to provide for the application of the Act respecting industrial accidents
and occupational diseases (chapter A-3.001)  to professional circus artists covered by Schedule I to
the Agreement and thereby extend workers’ compensation protections to this group of workers.
Access the Gazette Notice at:
http://www2.publicationsduquebec.gouv.qc.ca/dynamicSearch/telecharge.php?type=1&file=104826.pdf


*
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SASKATCHEWAN Legislature


• Bill 20 - The Publicly-funded Health Entity Public Interest Disclosure Act. First Reading:
December 8, 2020. The Act establishes whistleblower protections for employees of publicly-funded
health entities such as the Saskatchewan Health Authority and the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency.
Wrongdoings that can be reported include situations or circumstances that create danger to life,
health, safety or the environment. Employees who report a concern or potential wrongdoing in good
faith and experience consequences or reprisals may also contact the Public Interest Disclosure
Commissioner at: https://ombudsman.sk.ca/pidc/?rel=saskpidc.


• Bill 23, An Act to amend The Emergency Planning Act. First Reading: December 10, 2020.
Proposed amendments to subsection 15(1) update protections from liability under the Act for: any
member of executive council; employees, officers or agents of local authorities; and persons acting
under the minister’s direction or authorization pursuant to this Act; and the Crown and its officers or
agents. Access pdf of Bill via: https://www.legassembly.sk.ca/media/1398/progress-of-bills.pdf


SASKATCHEWAN Gazette Notices 


December 31, 2020, Saskatchewan Gazette Part II 
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020
Reminder: Revised Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, 2020 were published under the
province’s Employment Act on December 31, 2020. The Regulations feature annexed tables outlining
the following:
• updated Occupational Exposure Limits;
• rules covering excavation and trench shoring; 
• minimum training requirements for a competent operator of a crane;  
• minimum dimensions of members of light duty wooden scaffolds; 
• minimum training requirements for trained operator of powered mobile equipment; 
• a summary of first aid personnel requirements; 
• activities that constitute high hazard work; 
• notifiable medical conditions resulting from occupational exposure; 
• asbestos processes; and
• first aid services.
The Regulations are outlined in the Saskatchewan Gazette, begining on page 929. Download a pdf of
the Gazette Notice by clicking the gazette icon at:
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/111318


*
THE TERRITORIES 
Nunavut
December 23, 2020, Nunavut
Regulation 033-2020: Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, amendment
Reminder: In addition to numerous minor changes to the French language version of the regulations,
an appendix provides new tables dealing with: minimum number of toilet facilities at work site; minimum
dimensions of supports used in light duty wooden scaffolds (height less than 6 m); excavation and
trench shoring; hours of work and rest periods for work in compressed or rarefied air; radiation
weighting factors; effective dose limits; specific equivalent dose limits; minimum distances from
exposed energized high voltage conductors.
Access the Gazette Notice at: https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/nunavut-gazette/2020


Nunavut
December 23, 2020, Nunavut
Regulation 034-2020: Workers’ Compensation General Regulations, amendment
Reminder: The amendment deals with the subsistence allowance payable to a worker staying in
accommodations in which kitchen facilities are available for use by the worker. Access December 23,
2020 Gazette Notice at: https://www.nunavutlegislation.ca/en/nunavut-gazette/2020
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THE TERRITORIES 
Northwest Territories


New First Aid Requirements for Workplaces in the Northwest Territories
On December 7, 2020, amendments to Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) Regulations in the
Northwest Territories were made to harmonize first aid practices across all provinces and territories in
Canada. The amendments include new requirements on first aid risk assessments to help employers
determine the quantity and type of first aid kits needed at a work site and the level of training and
number of first aid attendants needed on site. In summary:
• First aid training providers need to update their training and training materials for January 1, 2021.
• Employers have one year to use and update first aid kits at their work sites. The deadline is 
January 1, 2022.
• First aid certification remains valid until the expiry date on the certification.
The changes came into effect on January 1, 2021. Employers have one year from that date to use and
update the first aid kits at their work sites and ensure they meet the requirements of the amended OHS
Regulations and the Canadian Standards Association (CSA).
https://wscc.nt.ca/news/media-release-new-first-aid-requirements-workplaces-northwest-territories


Chemical compliance
INTERNATIONAL


EPA publishes 2019 Annual Toxics Release Inventory
On January 12, 2021, the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced the release of its latest Annual
Toxics Release Inventory (TRI).The TRI National Analysis shows that EPA and companies that manage chemicals
continue to make progress in preventing pollution. Notably, between 2018 and 2019 total releases of TRI
chemicals decreased by 9 percent.
In addition, facilities reported initiating 3,285 new source reduction activities to prevent or reduce the creation of
TRI chemical waste. This is the first year since 2014 that more new source reduction activities were implemented
than in the prior year.
Also, for the first time, data on nonylphenol ethoxylates, which are surfactants used in adhesives, dispersants,
cleaners, paints, coatings, and other products, are reported.
Access the 2019 TRI National Analysis, including local data and analyses, at:
https://www.epa.gov/trinationalanalysis


Canada Gazette Notices 


January 30 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Methanone, diphenyl- (benzophenone), CAS RN 119-61-9 to be added to List of Toxic Substances
Following a screening assessment, the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the ministers)
propose to recommend that benzophenone be added to Schedule 1 (List of Toxic Substances) of CEPA, 1999.
Benzophenone occurs naturally in the environment and is also synthetically manufactured. It is used in Canada in
a wide range of applications, including cosmetics, paints and coatings, stains, adhesives and sealants, pest
control products, inks, toners, and colourants. It may also be used in the inks employed in some food packaging
applications and as a flavouring agent in foods. 
Access the Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-30/html/notice-avis-eng.html#na2


January 16, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of Acetic Acid
Following a screening assessment of Acetic Acid, it is concluded that the substance does not meet any of the
criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Therefore the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of Health (the
ministers) propose to take no further action on this substance at this time under section 77 of the Act.
Access Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-16/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n11
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Canada Gazette Notices (continued)


January 16, 2021 Canada Gazette Part I
Publication after screening assessment of Diazenedicarboxamide
Following a screening assessment of Diazenedicarboxamide, it is concluded that the substance does not meet
any of the criteria set out in section 64 of the Act. Therefore the Minister of the Environment and the Minister of
Health (the ministers) propose to take no further action on this substance at this time.
Access Gazette Notice at: http://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-01-16/html/notice-avis-eng.html#n11


- end -
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